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INTRODUCTORY  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE 
PRIMITIVE  BRITONS. 


LTHOUGH    it   is   proposed   to    take    only    a 

retrospective    glance    at    the    state    of   Britain 

presented  by  the  mirror  of  the  dim  era   when 

history    begins    to    shed    a    faJnt  ray    on   the 

>    remarkable  locality  to  the  reconk  of  which  these 

i  pages   are  confined — a  little    region   which   has 

P  emerged,  ae  it  were,  out  of  nothing  into  significance 

and  celebrity  sufficient  to  astonish  even  philosophy 

itself — although  the  annals  of  this  small  patch  of  the  great  globe  are 

Bo  obscurely  veiled,  prior  to  the  march  of  the  Roman  cohorUi  to  extend 

the  northern  limits  of  the  mightiest  of  all  empires  to  the  banks  of  tlie 

Tyne,  yet  are  we  able  to  perceive,  from  the  partial  story  furnished  by 

the  invaders  themselves,  that  conquest  was  never  more  dearly  purchased 

than  in  the  subjugation  of  the  Britons — by  no  people  was  every  inch 

of  country,  at  any  age,  contested  with  more  bravery,  and  surrendered 

more  stubbornly,'  than  by  the  aboriginal  fathers  of  the  Isle.*     The 


*  Tbe  tcnD  ahorigmal  hai  Bometunea  been  tued  hj  fiction 
spotUwutnalji  gtaerattd  on  the  tpot  I  It  is  here  employed  to 
couDtiy  w«i  first  colamzed;  ud  whoee  origin  bistor;  does  n 
declared. 
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Roman  chiefs  could  not  say  to  one  another  as  Abram  said  to  Lot 
when  they  were  invading  the  territory  of  the  Ganaanites — "  Is  not 
the  whole  land  before  thee  ?  separate  thyself,  I  pray  thee,  from  me : 
if  thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  right ;  or  if 
thou  depart  to  the  right  hand  then  1  will  go  to  the  left'^ — ^and,  on 
which  occasion,  we  learn  that,  without  opposition,  ^^  Lot  chose  him 
the  plain  of  Jordan.'^  * 

The  few  facts  which  we  possess  concerning  this  race  of  people  lead 
us  to  believe  that,  at  the  time  of  Csesar'^s  expedition  to  Britain,  fifty- 
five  years  before  Christ,  they  had  become  a  very  populous  nation,  and 
so  versed  in  military  tactics  as  to  meet  the  armies  which  had  been 
carrying  the  Roman  banners  over  the  most  famed  and  intellectual 
portions  of  the  world,  on  such  formidable  terms  as  to  render  victory 
at  every  encounter  little  better  than  defeat ;  that  they  had,  moreover, 
settled  institutions  and  laws,  and  were  distinguished  for  an  ardent  love 
of  liberty,  in  defence  of  which  the  highest  degree  of  valour  and  self- 
devotion  were  on  all  occasions  manifested. 

These  facts,  awarded  by  their  hostile  historian,  lead  necessarily  to 
the  inference  that  the  institutions  of  which  they  were  so  religiously 
tenacious  were  derived  from  some  parentage  which  they  superstitiously 
venerated.     Some  have  told  us  that  the  heroic  race  of  British  islanders, 
at  whose  energies    and  intrepidity  the  veteran  cohorts   of  Rome 
trembled,  were,  certain  of  them,  descendants  of  the  Celts ;  and  that 
the  more  northern  settlers  were  the  progeny  of  the  Scjrthians ;  and 
with  this  barren  genealogy  such  as  are  disposed  to  dip  into  the  early 
annals  of  the  Britons  are  expected  to  sit  down  satisfied.     The  Celts 
and  Scythians,  as  Herodotus  and  Diodorus  Siculus  inform  us,  were 
themselves  nomadian  or  roaming  tribes,  who,  at  an  early  period,  had 
diverged  into  diiferent  parts  of  the  continents  of  Europe  and  Asia,  few 
of  whom  had  settled  habitations  so  as  to  be  decidedly  styled  nations. 
The  peregrinations  of  the  Celts  were,  for  the  most  part,  along  the 
tracts  of  the  Danube,  and  down  the  Rhine,  their  stations  being  shifted 
as  the  seasons  suited  or  invited.     The  Scythians  wandered  northward, 
from  the  Euxine,  taking  the  courses  of  the  Borysthenes,  the  Tanais, 
and  the  Vistula ;  while  some  proceeded  down  the  Indus  and  had  a 
station  at  its  mouth.     They  were  each  derived,  no  doubt,  from  some 
ancestries  of  the  patriarchal  times,  but  their  descent  has  remained 
equivocal ;   for  though  there  are  traditions  as  to  their  manners  and 
customs,  neither  of  them  have  transmitted  any  national  documents 
relative  to  their  origin. 

During  their  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  bondage  in  Egypt,  the 

•  Qen.  ziu,  9,  11. 
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inoreage  of  tke  Israelites  amounted  to  603,550  men  of  war,  besides 
women  and  children  ;*  and  from  many  corroborative  evidences  collected 
by  Pinkerton,  in  his  laborious  "  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  and  Progress 
of  the  Scythians  and  Goths,^  it  is  probable  that  Great  Britain  was 
oolonised,  both  in  the  north  and  the  south,  at  least  a  thousand  years 
before  Uie  incursion  of  the  Bomans.  Allowing  the  first  settlements  to 
have  been  undisturbed  for  so  long  a  period,  the  population  would  have 
become  prodigious,  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  incrisase  of  the 
Isradites  in  Egypt ;  or,  according  to  the  progressive  increase  as  deter- 
mined by  the  actual  census  of  this  country  during  the  last  twenty 
years. 

As,  then,  we  have  copious  reasons  for  believing  that  the  original 
colonists  of  Britain  were  not  a  race  of  uncultivated  barbarians,  such  as 
they  have  been  described  in  the  account  given  of  them  by  Gsesar,  who 
ciumot  be  regarded  otherwise  than  as  a  prejudiced  author  while  speak- 
ing of  enemies  who,  more  than  the  most  martial  and  experienced 
soldiers  of  Greece,  had  baffled  his  triumphant  career — ^as,  indeed,  we 
are  well  assured  that  they  had  laws  which  they  reverenced,  and  a 
rdigion  which  had  been  derived  from  forefathers  for  whose  memory 
they  evinced  devout  homage,  and  for  the  defence  of  which  they  seem 
to  have  been  so  conscientiously  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives — as  we 
have  unquestionable  authority  for  crediting  their  undaunted  energy, 
their  love  of  country,  and  their  fortitude  under  all  the  calamities 
inflicted  by  the  mercenary  and  implacable  plunderers  against  whose 
experienced  armies  they  had  to  contend,  shall  we  pass  disdainfully  by 
them,  as  has  been  too  much  the  practice,  to  extol  the  works  of  their 
persecutors  without  esteeming  them  worth  a  syllable  of  thought! — 
Would  it  be  fair  to  proceed  to  place  the  wall  of  Hadrian  in  the  fore- 
ground of  the  picture,  and  to  dazzle  the  imagination  with  a  display  of  the 
many  wonders  that  once  appertained  to  this  military  work  of  antiquity, 
without  even  bestowing  one  word  upon  the  thousands  on  thousands  of 
brave  men  against  whose  vindictive  blows  for  the  loss  of  their  liberties 
and  homes  it  was  designed  to  form  such  an  impregnable  barrier! 

The  idea  that  a  people  who  had  contended,  with  zeal  so  unquench- 
able, and  resolution  so  undaunted,  for  their  long  enjoyed  possessions, 
against  odds  so  great,  are  not  worthy  of  consideration,  can  be  enter- 
tained but  by  few ;  out  of  justice,  therefore,  to  their  memories,  if  it  is 
not  possible  to  rescue  them  from  the  total  oblivion  into  which  prejudice 
has  contributed  to  cast  them,  in  the  brief  way  in  which  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  plead,  it  may  be  possible  to  show,  by  analogy,  that  the 
relics  which  they  have  left   scattered  over  our  plains  and  vallies 

*  £zod.adi,40,    Niiiii.i. 
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associate  them  very  closely  with  the  patriarchal  ages,  and  claim  for 
them  more  attention,  respect,  and  sympathy  than  has  usually  been 
awarded  them. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  at  the  early  period  at  which  they 
must  have  migrated  to  the  shores  of  Britain,  the  art  of  alphabetically 
recording  events,  and  communicating  thoughts  by  means  of  letters  had 
not  been  divulged.  Previously  to  the  discovery  of  this  divine  syst^n 
of  intercourse,  it  is  known  to  all  who  have  paid  the  least  attention  to 
the  subject,  that  hieroglyphic  symbols  were  in  use  among  all  the 
oriental  nations  where  the  sciences  were  first  cultivated.  Every  nation 
is  supposed  to  have  had  its  own  peculiar  system  of  6}inbols  for 
perpetuating  the  memory  of  great  historical  events,  and  all  subjects 
deemed  worthy  of  record;  those  of  Babylon,  Assyria,  Phoenicia^ 
Egypt,  Greece,  &o.,  being  all  somewhat  different ;  and  one  of  the 
charges  against  the  Britons  was  the  practice  of  suchlike  occult 
mysteries. 

Another  practice  of  the  ancient  oriental  nations,  as  a  substitute  for 
writing,  and  to  transmit  great  events,  was  the  setting  up  of  stones. 
The  investigation  of  the  mystic  emblems  of  antiquity  which  were 
adopted  by  the  eastern  sages,  has,  perhaps,  been  too  long  neglected  by 
competent  mythologists  to  be  ever  now  satisfactorily  pursued ;  other- 
wise, much  that  may  seem  preposterous  in  the  customs  of  the  primitive 
Britons  might  be  interpreted  as  appropriate,  ingenious,  and  rational. — 
Our  business  is,  not  to  sit  down  to  praise  or  condemn  this  or  that 
which  we  happen  to  have  heard  of  their  deeds,  taken  in  the  abstract, 
as  good  or  evil,  benevolent  or  cruel;  but  to  examine  into  such 
evidences  as  yet  remain  connected  with  their  religious  rites,  with  the 
solemnization  of  their  moral  engagements,  and  with  the  perpetuation 
of  historical  events ;  and  by  means  of  these  links  to  endeavour  to 
associate  them  with  a  parentage  less  equivocal  than  that  implied  by 
Scythian  or  Celt ;  further,  therefore,  than  the  identifying  of  them,  by 
analogy,  as  far  as  facts  authorise,  we  shall  have  no  cause  to  speculate. 

The  genealogy  of  the  human  race,  with  an  account  of  the  places  of 
public  worship  in  primeval  times,  and  of  the  mode  of  ratifying  moral 
contracts  previously  to  the  invention  of  letters,  have  been  very  circum- 
stantially described  by  Moses  in  what  may  be  pronounced  the  first  of 
all  written  books.  The  continuation,  for  many  after  ages,  of  the  same 
kind  of  symbolical  means,  for  the  like  religious  and  moral  ends,  is 
nilirmed  by  a  succession  of  sacred  and  profane  writers.  That  it  is  by 
no  means  going  too  far  to  assert  that  the  Pentateuch  is  the  first 
Kjx^cimen  of  an  alphabetic  writing,  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  amply 
(Lnuonstrated  by  the  circumstances  adduced  in  what  appertains  to  the 
question  of  the  real  origin  of  the  Primitive  Britons.     Some  facts 
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brought  together  with  respect  to  the  oonstruction  of  devotional  temples 
m  the  pristine  ages ;  some  enquiry,  also,  into  the  manner  of  rendering 
contracts  binding  and  permanent  by  the  erection  of  stones  of  testimony  ; 
of  memorialising  great  events  by  the  setting  up  of  huge  pillars  of  stone ; 
and  of  the  dedication  of  sepulchral  monuments,  will,  it  is  presumed,  be 
sufficient  to  sanction  a  decisive  verdict.  After  the  production  of  a 
body  of  evidence  of  this  sort,  all  that  will  remain  to  be  done  in  order  to 
establish  a  genealogical  Uneage  between  the  first  colonists  of  Britain 
and  the  most  exemplary  and  virtuous  people  of  Asia,  in  times  of  the 
highest  antiquity,  as  far  as  inquiry  can  be  rationally  carried,  will  be  to 
examine  what  are  called  Druidical  temples  and  memorials,  of  which 
there  are  specimens  in  abundance  in  every  county  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  satisfy  ourselves  how  far  these  fabrics  and  appurtenances  of 
religion  correspond  with  those  described  as  used  by  the  most  faithful 
and  devout  foUowers  of  truth. 

In  order  not  to  unnecessarily  extend  the  present  inquiry,  the  means 
originally  employed  for  the  establishment  of  public  worship,  and  of 
founding  and  consecrating  religious  temples-~of  performing  and 
solemnizing  moral  engagements — of  commemorating  events— of  erecting 
tombstones,  and  other  mementos,  have  been  simply  referred  to  for  the 
sake  of  establishing  the  analogy  proposed  without  any  extracts,  as 
every  one  having  a  Bible  can  readily  turn  to  the  instances  cited  in  the 
subjoined  note  for  an  account  of  the  particular  transactions  connected 
with  each  affitir.* 

The  circumstances  of  the  first  sacred  edifices  being  formed  with 
anwrought  stones,  and  the  altars  being  without  steps,  will  be  points 
worthy  of  recollection  on  coming  to  a  short  conclusion  with  regard  to 
the  comparison  about  to  be  drawn. 

*  nRST  fOUNBATlOMS  FOB  PUBUC  W0B8HIP. 

Noah  built  an  Altar  for  the  purpose  of  public  thank-offerings.  Whether  this  was  of  earth 
or  stone  is  not  roentioned.  Gen.  viii,  20. — Abram  set  up  an  Altar,  on  a  mount  to  which 
is  given  the  name  of  Beth-el,  which  expressly  signifies,  a  House  of  God,  Gen.  xii,  7,  &— 
Jacob  set  up  a  pillar  at  Luz,  the  name  of  which  place  he  changed  to  Beth-el — GWs  House  t 
or,  according  to  the  mai^nal  reading,  the  place  of  Go^s  Worship,  Gen.  zzviii,  18»  22.— 
Jacob  moreover,  built  another  Altar  which  he  dedicated  **  To  the  God  of  Israel,**  in  con- 
sequence of  the  miracle  that  occurred  when  his  name  was  changed.  Gen.  xxxii,  xxxiii.— 
Another  similar  place  of  worship  was,  also,  erected  by  him,  called  the  House  of  Go<ts 
appearance^  from  the  divine  vision  he  had  at  the  spot  Gen.  xxxv,  7. — Moses  is  required 
to  make  an  Altar  of  earth.  Exod.  xx,  24. — Also  one  of  unhewn  stone  without  steps. 
Bxod.  zz,  26w — Again,  Moses  publicly  proclaims  that  the  Altar  of  mount  Ebal  shall  be 
coBstmcted  of  unhewn  stones,  &c.  Deut.  xxvii.  I.  8. — Joshua  built  the  Altar  on  mount 
Ebal  as  Moses  had  ordered.  Josh,  iv,  3,  7 ;  viii,  30, 31. — Rosea  reproves  the  many  altars 
of  iniquity  set  up  to  the  rich.     Hos.  xii,  7,  11. 

ORIGINAL   STONE  VOUCHERS  FOB  CONTRACTS. 

Jacob  and  Laban  as  we  read,  cause  a  stone  testimony  to  be  piled  up  to  publicly  ratify 
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The  most  ancient  specimen  extant  in  this  country  of  a  religious 
edifice  is,  perhaps,  that  which  is  called  a  Druidic  Temple  at  Abury,  in 
Wiltshire,  a  description  of  which  could  not  be  given  here  without 
trespassing  too  much  on  the  higher  claim  of  local  subjects.  Although 
greatly  demolished  for  the  purpose  of  road  making,  for  walls,  and  other 
uses,  this  structure  may  be  contemplated  as  one  of  the  works  of  man 
that  seems  to  defy  time  and  all  the  powers  of  destruction.  There  are 
within  the  two  miles  to  which  the  vast  design  originally  extended, 
many  hundreds  of  blocks  of  unhewn  stones  ranged  in  a  serpentine  form, 
some  of  which  towards  the  head  are  in  circles,  and  of  inmiense  magni- 
tude, each  estimated  at  from  twenty  to  thirty  tons  weight.  The  plan 
of  this  work,  and  its  express  object,  are  prohibitions  to  furtiier  detail, 
which,  as  well  as  particulars  of  many  other  structures  of  a  like  kind 
hereafter  mentioned,  may  be  gathered  from  topographical  works  of  the 
respective  districts,  and  it  can  only  be  asked,  may  not  this,  and  its, 
perhaps,  coeval  monuments  of  the  same  stamp,  at  Portisham,  Dorset- 
shire ;  at  Stanton-Drew,  Somersetshire ;  Bolricht,  Oxon ;  and  numbers 
of  others  which  might  be  named,  without  any  great  demand  on 
credulity  be  classed  as  British  Bethels — as  Patriarchal  Temples, 
Houses,  or  Altars  for  divine  worship  ? 

It  will  probably  require  to  be  explained  why  that  prodigious  fabric 
called  Stonehenge  has  not  been  classed  with  the  foregoing ;  but  the 
stones  of  which  that  stupendous  edifice  is  composed  have  been  hewn 
into  form ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  thought  that  it  is  not  only  of  more 
recent  date  than  those  which  correspond  with  Abury  in  the  particular 
of  having  had  '^  no  iron  tool  upon  them,^^  but  that  it  was  rather  a  seat 
of  civil  judicature  than  exclusively  a  Place  of  Worship.  Besides  the 
mighty  relics  just  alluded  to,  there  are,  in  all  parts  of  our  plains  and 
downs  still  to  be  seen,  various  cromlechs  ;  cairns,  or  heaps  of  witness  ; 

a  treaty  of  peace  between  them.  Gen.  zzxi,  46, 54,— Joshua  on  obtaining  a  promise  from 
a  general  assembly  of  the  people  consecrated  the  corenant  also  by  setting  up  a  great  stone. 
Josh,  zxiv,  26,  27. 

EARLY  STONE  KEHENTOB  BAIBED  OVER  GRAVES. 

Jacob  set  up  a  pillar  on  the  grave  of  Bachel.  Gen.  zzxv.  20. — Joshua  commemorated 
the  Execution  of  Achan  for  his  crime  by  raising  a  great  heap  of  stones  on  his  grave.  Josh, 
vii,  26. — Also,  the  death  of  the  King  of  Ai,  whom  he  hanged,  on  his  grave  he  set  up  a 
great  heap  of  stones.  Josh,  viii,  29.— Joab,  and  the  people  laid  a  very  great  heap  of  stones 
on  the  grave  of  Absalom.  2  Sam.  xviii,  17. — The  stones  of  Bohan,  (Joshua  xv,  6;  xviii, 
17) ;  also,  the  stone  of  Esel  are  considered  to  have  been  Sepulchral  Stones,  which,  it  will 
be  seen,  were  sometimes  tokens  of  honour,  sometimes  of  reproach  or  ignominy.  1  Sam. 
19. 


STONES   OF  EXULTATION  AND   FEASTING. 

We  find  that  Adonijah,  having  treasonably  usurped  the  thronct  held  a  great  feast  by  the 
stone  of  Zoheleth.    J  Kings  i,  9. 
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TMt  mounds,  barrows,  tumuli,  and  otber  memorials  of  stone  and  etuih, 
to  put  us  in  mind,  by  their  incomprehen^ble  magnitude  and  regularity 
tJiat  their  arobitects  were  able  to  design  on  a  great  scale,  and  to 
execute  their  plans  in  a  nuumer  of  which  the  most  scientific  of  our 
time6  are  unable  to  form  a  just  conception.* 

Those  portions  of  Shaftoe-crai;,  in  Northumberland,  colled  "  Shaftoe- 
haU  and  the  Punch-bowl  stone,"  of  which  a  representation  is  annexed, 
were,  it  is  believed,  "  a  cave  and  rock  altar  of  that  primitive  heathen 
worship  which  prevailed  all  over  the  world  from  India  to  Britain,'"  and 
"  that  the  rook  basins  on  the  top  of  the  altar  were  once  consecrated 
to  the  mysteries  of  the  Dnidical  Hu.-|- 


Veneration  for  the  onk,  and  other  points  of  resemblance  in  tiieir 
customs,  mi^t  have  been  advanced  in  corroboration  of  the  identity  of 
the  Aborigines  of  Britain  with  the  Abramic  Patriarchs ;  but  ob  the 
question  has  been  confined  to  euggeations  rather  than  extended  to 
arguments,  it  is  hoped  that  the  intelligent  inquirer  and  judicious  reader 
will  grant  that  there  is  enough  validity  in  the  comparison  which  hae 

•  Then  a  itill  k  cnrioiu  eoinridence  in  the  iymbolic  etrmology  of  Abun/  which,  pie- 
TModj  (o  dnmining  the  tutyect,  u  it  never  jret  ttemt  to  have  tiruck  snj  n>ho  have  tieBted 
on  that  ancient  wonder,  may  be  hero  noticed.  The  Hebrew  lellerg  are  each  Imown  to 
haTC  ■  tfplcal  as  well  as  literal  signification  :  Aleph,  being  Grat,  was  u«ed  to  denote  Jebo 
fab,  a*  Uu  FJnl  Caate;  ai  we  find  in  the  Greek  apocalypHe,  tlno,  "  I  am  a^ha  and  ont^o— 
the  Cm  and  the  laiL"  Beth  baa  been  used  to  signify  a  houte,  or  plact.  Ur,  eipres&ea 
Sfkt;  md  n  emplojcd  to  denote  the  (ntma—lhe  visible  heavens.  Here  then  we  have  in 
the  word  AbKry — alefh,  bkth,  ir — symbolically  eipreuing,  The  Hoiut  of  the  God  of 
Ltght;  or.  The  Temple  of  tbe  Creator  of  the  Heavens;  the  subfiiy  being  a  seeniiDg 
eofTuption  to  give  it  a  more  bmiliar  termination. 

f  Hodgion'i  Northd. 
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been  drawn  to  put  the  origin  of  the  Britons  into  a  less  obscure  position 
than  that  m  whioh  it  has  been  usually  left  in  the  interminable  deserts 
of  Scythia,  and  in  the  trackless  mountains  of  Geltiberia. 

It  seeins  to  have  been  the  practice  in  all  ages  to  have  worshipped 
the  Creator  through  some  mediatorial  agency ;  and  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  ancient  patriarchs  to  pay  their  devotions  thr(mgh  the  agency  of 
the  great  luminaries  of  heaven.  The  errors  of  idolatry  consisted  in 
losing  sight  of  the  Almighty  and  Invisible  Cause,  and  worshipping  the 
visible  celestial  effects.  Whether  such  corruptions  of  religion  are  to  be 
imputed  to  the  British  patriarchal  priesthood,  is  not  a  subject  to  be 
here  sifted ;  they  were,  beyond  all  controversy,  addicted  to  that  kind 
of  worship  in  which  siderial  influences  were  much  regarded,  ba  well  as 
the  oriental  parentage  from  which  their  derivation  has  been  sought  to 
be  traced ;  and  if  there  shall  be  thought  to  be  any  force  in  the  coinci- 
dence pointed  out  between  the  word  Abury  and  the  signification  of  the 
Hebrew  literal  symbols,  it  will,  perhaps,  attach  more  interest  to  these 
subjects  than  has  yet  been  generally  excited. 

As  some  sanction  to  the  opinion  of  the  very  early  colonization  of 
this  country,  Sir  Winston  Churchill,  a  predecessor  of  the  great  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  in  his  "  Divi  Britannici,"  and  the  learned  Heylin  in 
his  "  Cosmographia,'^  have  each  given  a  regular  succession  of  British 
Monarchs,  whose  reigns  include  a  period  of  more  than  a  thousand 
years  prior  to  the  Roman  dynasty,  but  whose  registries  have  been 
rejected  by  more  modem  chronologists  from  their  having  been  derived 
from  Jeflfrey  of  Monmouth,  a  Welsh  Monk,  whose  genealogical  docu- 
ments have  been  thought  too  much  prejudiced  in  their  claim  of  national 
priority. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  evidence  here  adduced  in  proof  of  the 
Abramic  Origin  of  the  Primitive  Britons  would,  at  the  same  time,  go 
far  to  certify,  that  the  Pentateuch  is  the  earliest  authenticated  spe- 
cimen of  alphabetic  writing ;  and  it  has  been  shown,  that  up  to  the 
time  of  the  birth  of  Moses,  and  even  afterwards,  until  writing  became 
understood  and  in  general  practice,  that  places  for  the  public  celebra- 
tion of  religious  rites,  and  where  events  occurred  of  which  it  was  d^ 
sirable  to  inform  posterity,  were  consecrated  by  the  setting  up  of  huge 
stones.  To  the  instances  to  which  attention  has  been  already  directed 
might  be  added  many  others  of  a  less  public  nature,  and  even  oral 
bargains  between  conspicuous  parties  which  were  ratified  by  similar  me- 
morials ;  but  to  go  further  would  be  exceeding  the  purpose  intended) 
which  was  to  deduce  from  the  earliest  record  some  account  of  the  cus- 
toms of  the  most  ancient  orthodox  divines  and  moral  people,  and  to 
show  the  existence  of  an  analogy  between  their  altars  and  places  of 
public  worship  and  those  of  the  Primitive  Britons ;  and  from  these 
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facts  to  exhibit  the  identity  of  the  two  races.  It  is  well  known  that 
between  the  Chinese,  the  Egyptians,  the  Phoenicians^  and  the  Arabi- 
ans, there  has  ever  been  a  fabulous  pretention  to  priority  of  origin,  for 
which  neither  has  been  able  to  produce  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  invalidate 
the  Mosaic  chronicle,  that  a  sound  historian  would  not  call  too  ques- 
tionable to  be  trusted.  Egypt,  without  the  vanished  pillars  which, 
according  to  the  dream  of  Manetho,  had  been  lettered  by  Thoth  time 
out  of  mind — Egypt,  without  any  of  these  fanciful  pretences,  is  allowed 
to  have  been  versed  in  art,  science,  and  all  kinds  of  learning  at  as  early 
a  period  as  history  can  prudently  be  dated,  and  yet  we  find  that  the 
royal  decree  for  the  murder  of  the  Hebrew  male  children,  of  whom  the 
first  known  scribe  happened  to  be  one,  was  yH)ke9^  not  toritieH.* 

By  way  of  adding  weight  to  the  plea  advanced  for  the  introduction 
here  of  this  preliminary  essay,  the  following  opinion  of  a  modem 
authority  so  great  as  Robert  Southey,  Esq.,  will  be  strong  testimony 
in  favour  of  the  conclusion  to  which  the  enquiry  has  been  brought. — 
^'  The  first  inhabitants  of  Britain,^  says  he,  '^  were  a  maritime  people 
— a  branch  of  those  the  Greeks  called  Kimmerioi,  and  the  Latins 
Cimbri,  a  name  which  the  Cambrians,  or  more  properly,  the  Cymry 
retain  in  their  language  until  this  day.  According  to  tnuiition  which 
there  is  no  cause  for  impugning,  they  came  from  Asia^  or  the  Summer 
Country ;  but  by  way  of  Hazy,  or  the  German  ocean.  The  Kelts,  a 
kindred  people  came  next,  from  the  opposite  coast  of  France ;  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  Phoenicians  at  an  early  age  did  more  than  visit 
this  island,  otherwise  there  would  not  have  remained  so  many  vestiges 
of  their  language,  their  mythology,  and  their  superstitions.'"  f 

The  Cumbri,  who  have  perpetuated  their  name  and  habitation  in 
Cumberiand ;  also,  in  Northumberland,  which  has  undergone  only  a 
dight  mutation  by  dropping  the  e ;  and  who,  moreover,  gave  its  name 
to  the  Humber  by  occupying  settlements  upon  that  river,  seem  to 
have  been  the  Original  Asiatic  tribe  which  first  colonised  our  coasts, 
and  whose  posterity  more  especially  peopled  the  province  north  of  the 
Humber. 

In  the  total  absence  of  written  chronicles  to  supply  even  a  date,  the 
attention  of  the  reader  has  been  directed  towards  existing  mementos 
of  remotest  times ;  to  etymological  evidence,  and  to  other  circumstan- 
tial testimonies,  all  tending  to  verify  the  hypothesis  that  Britain,  and 
especially  the  districts  on  its  fine  northern  rivers,  capable  of  affording 
such  abundance  of  subsistence  to  people  in  a  state  of  nature,  had  been 
colonized,  and  nursing  its  prolific  generations  through  a  period  of  at 
least  a  miUenium  previous  to  any  thing  wc  hear  of  their  having  proved 

*  £](od.  i.     f  Lives  of  the  Adznink. 

c 
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mttAi  tronblesome  wid  "barbariiui'"  assailants  of  the  Boman  Hoat — 
snoh  Btubbom  and  untomeable  "  savages"  as  to  have  indignantly  dis- 
dained the  yoke  of  their  polite  and  highly  accomplished  plunderers. 

Ev^  at  the  landing  of  Julius  Ccesar  at  Deal,  fifty-five  years  before 
Christ,  the  art  of  letters  bad  not  spread  to  the  northern  and  western 
coasts  of  Europe  so  generally  as  to  have  beoome  the  means  of  trana- 
tnitting  down  to  our  times  any  historical  records  wherein  the  fraterni- 
ties, or  nations,  of  Germany,  Oaul,  or  BritaJn  have  given  any  account  of 
themselves  dther  to  confirm  or  contradict  what  has  been  said  of  them 
by  the  Boman  authors  who  have  treated  of  these  parts  of  the  empire. 

From  the  incursion  under  Ctesar  to  the  governorship  of  Agricola,  a 
period  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  little  else  seems  to  have 
been  achieved  by  the  Romans  than  the  erection  and  occupation  of  a 
mimber  of  fbrtressee  to  secure  their  partial  conquests  south  of  the 
Humber  and  west  of  the  Severn.  The  campaigns  of  Agricola,  how- 
ever, during  ten  years,  under  Vespasian,  Titus,  and  Domitian,  appear 
to  have  been  conducted  with  great  energy  and  ample  reinforcements 
on  a  more  ref;nlar  system. 


CHAPTER  II. 


v@^! 


|AGITUS  infoims  lis  that  at  this  period  Agrioola 
had  completed  the  conquest  of  the  Brigantes, 
who,  according  to  Ptolemy,  held  the  province  in- 
cluded between  the  Humber  and  the  Tweed,  east- 
ward ;  and  the  Eden  and  Mersey,  westward. — 
Tacitus  also  says,  he  was  occupied  three  years 
more  in  subduing  the  Meatse,  whose  territory 
stretched  further  north ;  and  that  having  at  length  routed  these  stem 
and  wUful  people,  "  he  devastated  their  country.^  "  Though  the 
soldiers,^  continues  the  historian,  "  had  to  contend  with  severe  tem- 
pests, there  was  no  murmuring,  and  time  was  found  to  fortify  their 
conquests  with  castella.*"  *  The  Rev.  John  Hodgson  says,  "  it  is  cer- 
tain, after  he  had  conquered  the  Meatse,  that  a  great  part  of  his 
fourth  summer  was  employed  in  securing  his  conquests  by  a  chain  of 
forts  between  the  Firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde.**  In  his  further  re- 
searches concerning  the  operations  of  Agricola,  after  consulting  all  the 
best  evidence  to  be  obtained,  the  reverend  author  finds  all  his  scruples 
far  removed  as  to  be  induced  to  conclude  that  ^' there  arises  a 


so 


strong  presumptive  evidence  that  the  chain  of  stations  from  Solway 
Frith  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  was  built  under  the  direction  of 
Agricola,  and  that  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  country 
firet  yielded  to  the  Roman  arms  in  the  eightieth  year  after  the  birth 
of  Jesus  Christ."*^ 

When  it  is  considered  that  seventeen  centuries  and  a  half  have 
elapsed  since  the  operations  of  Agricola  on  the  Tyne,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  there  would  be  such  precision  in  the  records  as  to  point  out 
distinctly  every  particular  town  and  place  that  may  date  its  origin  from 
having  been  one  of  the  great  military  stations  which  he  founded. — 
There  were  eighteen  stations,  exclusive  of  eighty-one  castles  and  thrse 


•  LifeofAgricda. 
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hundred  and  twenty-four  turrets,  on  the  line  of  the  waD,  which  was 
twelve  feet  high  and  eight  feet  broad,  with  a  ditch  twenty-one  feet 
wide  and  fifteen  feet  deep.  The  stations  were  strong  magnificent  for- 
tresses, each  capable  of  containing  at  least  six  hundred  men ;  and  ten 
thousand  troops  were  required  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  line.  Not- 
withstanding the  havoc  caused  by  time,  and  the  remorseless  fury  of 
desolating  warfare,  during  many  uncivilized  a^es,  have  swept  away  the 
rich  monuments  of  Roman  splendour  and  specimens  of  taste  which  the 
neighbourhood  once  boasted,  yet  some  conception  may  be  formed  of 
the  magnificence  and  cost  bestowed  on  the  structures  which  are  con- 
nected with  their  stations  by  the  Ruins  at  Housesteads, — the  Borco- 
vicus  of  the  Notitia,  on  the  line  of  the  wall — ^which  Dr.  Stukely  has 
styled  "  The  Tadmor  of  Britain.^  * 

84. — In  penetrating  into  the  country  north  of  the  Tyne,  Tacitus 
signifies  that  Agricola  had  many  difiiculties  to  contend  with,  more 
especially  while  fighting  his  way  into  Caledonia,  which  country  is  des- 
scribed  as  "rugged  and  inaccessible;'^  and  of  the  very  ungenteel 
reception  he  met  with  from  "  the  mountaineers,^  he  complains  more 
sorely  than  of  their  wild,  craggy,  and  hideous  country.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  his  action  with  Galgacus,  one  of  his  prefects,  Aulus  Atticus, 
who  was  mounted  on  a  fiery  charger,  was  carried  among  the  enemy^ 
and,  with  three  hundred  and  forty  men,  was  cut  to  pieces ;  and  though 
Agricola  succeeded,  after  the  slaughter  of  great  numbers  of  his  troops, 
in  gaining  a  decisive  victory,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  follow  the 
retreating  Scots,  but  sheered  oflF  with  the  remains  of  his  men ;  and 
Irnving  embarked  them  on  board  his  ships,  steered  northward  round 
the  coast  of  Scotland,  until  which  adventure  it  had  not  been  discovered 
that  Great  Britain  was  an  island  .-|-  During  these  severe  campaigns, 
Agricola  proved  himself  a  politic  and  able  general,  seeking,  as  it  is 
alleged,  to  conciliate,  as  he  went  on,  those  whom  he  subdued,  by  the 
introduction  of  Roman  diversions,  and  by  using  gentle  means  to  incline 
the  Britons  to  the  manners  and  laws  of  the  Romans. 

120. — The  Emperor  Hadrian  visited,  in  person,  the  northern  pro- 
vinces of  England,  and,  as  Spartian  relates,  built,  or  rather,  perhaps, 
completed  the  line  of  bulwarks  of  Agricola,  which,  from  Wallsend  on 
the  Tyne  to  its  termination  at  Solway  Frith,  is  stated  to  be  eighty 
miles.  Now,  whether  Hadrian  only  finished  the  works  of  Agricola,  or 
walled  the  north  boundary  of  his  empire  by  new  ramparts  and  entrench- 
ment's from  sea  to  sea,  are  matters  of  such  nicety  as  not  to  be  worth 
disputing.     Spartian  asserts  that  Hadrian's  vallum  was  eighty  miles  in 

*  A  description  of  this  Ruin  copied  from  Horsley^  Brit  Som.,  p.  148. 

f  TAoitiis*ft  Life  of  Agricola. 
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leogth,  oommencing  at  Pons  i^lii  on  the  Tyne,  and  ending  at  Tunno- 
oelum  on  Solway  Frith.  The  Bey.  John  Hodgson  observes,  that 
*^  there  are  large  remains  of  this  work  on  Tippermoor ;  the  immense 
fragments  of  basalt  hewn  out  of  the  great  ditch,  and  thrown  confusedly 
on  each  side  of  it,  exhibit,  to  this  day,  strong  proofs  of  the  industry 
and  mechanical  skill  of  the  Roman  people.'" 

Camden  and  others  are  of  opinion  that  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
formed  the  Roman  frontier  garrison  called  GabroceTdam ;  but  Dr. 
HoFsley  and  the  NatUia  Imperii  consider  it  to  have  been  the  Pons 
jSlii  of  that  warlike  people.*  The  Bev.  John  Hodgson  remarks, 
^^  that  Hadrian  was  of  the  JEliaxk  family.  He  rebuilt  Jerusalem,  and 
called  it  ^lia  Capitolina.  The  games  at  Pincum  in  Moesia  were  of 
Us  institution,  and  called  ^*  JE&sl  Pincensia.'"  Two  medals,  one  bear- 
ing a  bridge  with  five  arches,  the  other  with  seven,  were  struck  in  his 
reign.  The  ^lian  bridge  at  Rome  has  five  arches ;  and,  as  seven 
might  span  the  Tyne  at  Newcastle,  and  the  station  having  borne  the 
name  of  the  i^ian  bridge,  it  is  not  unfair  to  suppose  that  the  medal 
bearing  the  bridge  with  seven  arches  was  struck  to  commemorate  the 
building  of  a  bridge  at  that  place  by  Hadrian.f  Recent  discoveries 
afford  sufficient  evidence  that  Newcastle  was  a  Roman  station. — (See 
tie  years  1772  and  1810.)  The  end  of  Hadrian's  vallum  was  here,  and 
the  bridge  and  place  were  called  after  him.  Pons  j£lii.| 

138. — The  conquests  of  Agricola  north  of  the  Tyne  and  Solway, 
having  been  lost,  Lollius  Urbicus,  the  governor  of  Britain  in  the  reign 
of  Antoninus  Pius,  advanced  northward  from  the  vallum,  drove  the  bar- 
barians before  him,  and  again  fixed  the  Roman  frontier  at  the  isthmus 
between  the  Clyde  and  Forth. — Fict,  Hist.  Eng. 

183. — The  northern  tribes  again  broke  through  the  barrier  or  ram- 
part of  Lollius  Urbicus,  and  swept  over  the  country  which  lay  between 
it  and  the  wall  of  Hadrian,  and  which  became  the  scene  of  several 
sanguinary  battles  with  the  Romans. — Ibid. 

207. — Irritated  by  the  restless  spirit  of  the  northern  tribes,  the 
Emperor  Severus,  in  his  old  age,  and  though  oppressed  by  the  gout 
and  other  maladies,  resolved  to  lead  an  army  in  person  against  the 
northern  barbarians.  Having  made  great  preparations,  he  almost 
immediately  began  his  march  to  the  northern  frontier,  which  was  once 
more  marked  by  the  walls  of  Agricola  and  Hadrian,  between  the  Sol- 
way Frith  and  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne.  The  tremendous  difiiculties 
he  encountered  as  soon  as  he  crossed  that  line,  sufiiciently  show  that 
the  country  beyond  it  had  never  been  thoroughly  conquered  and  settled 

*  White  and  Ponon'k  Newcastle,  v.  L,  p  xiii.         f  Picture  of  Newcastle,  p.  2. 

t  Brand  v.  L  p^  37. 
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by  the  Bonuuis,  who  invariably  attended  to  the  oonBtnietion  of  roads 
and  bridges.  Even  so  near  to  the  walla  as  the  present  county  of  Dur- 
hun  the  oountry  was  an  impaasabie  wilderness.  Probably  there  is 
some  exaggeration  in  the  number,  and  a  part  of  the  victims  may  have 
fallen  under  the  spear  and  javelins  of  the  natives ;  but  it  is  stated  that 
Severus,  in  his  march  northward,  lost  50,000  men,  who  wCTe  worn  out 
by  the  incessant  labour  of  draining  morasses,  throwing  raised  roads 
or  causeways  across  them,  cutting  down  forests,  levelling  mountains, 
and  building  bridges.  By  these  means  he  at  length  penetrated  farther 
into  the  heart  of  Caledonia  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  and  struck 
such  terror  into  the  native  clans  or  tribes,  who,  however,  had  most 
prudently  avoided  any  general  action,  that  they  supplicated  for  peace. 
Severus  finally  acquiesced  in  the  policy  of  Hadrian,  and  bis  last  efforts 
were  exhausted  in  the  completion  of  the  stupendous  line  of  defence 
which,  for  two  centuries,  during  the  decline  of  the  Empire  continued  to 
protect  the  peaceful  pale  of  the  Boman  conquests. — Ckaimen.  8»rfeei. 


naRiDoit  of  Ui*  Rohan  Wall  mt  DecloD  Bun,  otu  NeitcxUe. 

389. — This  year,  a  little  before  the  Scots  and  Picts  invaded  Brittun, 
did  arise  in  the  North  a  great  star  much  bigger  than  the  day  star  and 
shined  some  dayes  together. — Mirahil.  Ann. 

410. — The  empire  of  Bome  in  Britain  ceased,  after  nearly  four 
hundred  and  seventy  years  from  the  invasion  of  the  island  by  Julius 
Ciesar. — ffodffton's  Northd. 

445. — About  this  year  Newcastle  still  occurs  imder  the  appellation 
of  Potw  ^lii. — Brand. 

449. — The  unhappy  state  of  the  northern  inhabitants,  after  they 
were  totally  deserted  by  the  Romans,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth 
century,  is  easily  conceived;  the  perils  and  miseries  to  which  the^ 
were  frequently  exposed,  by  the  incursions  of  their  ferocious  neigh- 
bours, the  Scots  and  Picts,  induced  them,  in  the  above  year,  to  implore 
the  assistance  of  the  Saxons,  a  bravo  aad  warlike  people,  inured  to 
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ttrms.  It  Boon  beoame  evident,  however,  that  the  views  of  the  Saxon 
leaders  was  to  render  themselves  masters  of  the  country  and  people, 
whom  they  had  come  over  to  aid  as  allies.  The  Britons  made  a  long 
and  obstinate  resistance ;  and  probably  the  want  of  union  and  concord 
amongst  themselves,  was  the  chief  reason  of  their  being  in  the  end 
subdued,  after  a  bloody  war  had  been  carried  on  between  the  two 
nations  for  more  than  a  hundred  years.  The  great  heroes  who  ap- 
peared in  defence  of  the  Britons,  were  AureUus,  Ambrosius,  and 
Arthur,  princes  of  certain  districts  in  the  south-western  parts  of  the 
island.  The  scene  of  the  achievements  of  the  latter  was  very  exten- 
sive.  He  fought  and  conquered  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  and, 
according  to  some,  the  first  of  his  twelve  famous  battles  was  fought  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Glen  which  runs  into  the  Till,  near  the  south-east 
comer  of  the  plain  of  Mill-field.  Arthur  was  slain  in  battle  in  the 
year  542.  The  renewed  invasions  of  the  Saxons  and  their  wars  with 
the  Britons,  issued  in  the  establishment  of  seven  Saxon  kingdoms, 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Heptarchy.  These  kingdoms 
were  erected  at  diiferent  periods ;  as  the  different  Saxon  leaders  made 
their  successive  invasions,  and  surmounted  the  opposition  they  had  to 
struggle  vnth.  The  Picts,  who,  from  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the 
Romans,  had  possessed  the  country  on  the  north  of  the  wall,  either 
now  yielded  that  part  of  their  dominions  wholly  to  the  Saxons,  or 
shared  it  with  them :  and  Drostan,  who  was  then  king  of  the  Picts, 
entering  into  a  league  with  them,  they  waged  war  jointly  against  the 
Britons,  who  are  said  to  have  been  aided  in  these  wars  by  the  Scots. — 
Bidpath. 

547. — Ida,  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  host  of  Angles,  landed  at 
Flamborough.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  who  assumed 
the  title  of  king  among  the  Saxons,  who,  like  the  other  monarchs,  de- 
rived his  origin  from  Woden,  and  claimed  his  dignity  as  descending 
from  his  third  son.  His  high  extraction,  joined  to  his  talents  for  war- 
like exploits  and  for  governing,  rendered  him  capable  of  the  royal  dig- 
nity, not  only  over  the  companions  of  his  expedition,  but  over  those 
who  were  already  settled  in  Britain.  His  dominions  consisted  chiefly 
of  the  province  called  Bemicia,  a  name  given  by  the  Saxons  to  that 
part  of  the  country  (which  now  assumed  the  denomination  of  England) 
lying  to  the  north  of  the  river  Tyne,  or  wall  of  Severus,  and  which  ex- 
tended, during  some  part  of  the  Saxon  government,  as  far  as  the  Frith 
of  Edinburgh. — Border  Antiq. 

548. — ^The  Castle  of  Bamborough  was  founded  by  Ida,  first  king  of 
the  Northumbrians.  It  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Bibbanburgh,  in 
honour  of  Bebba,  Ida^s  queen.  It  was  at  first  surrounded  with  a 
wooden  fence,  and  afterwards  with  a  wall.     At  the  time  of  the  con- 


16  LOCAL  hihtobian's  [a.  d.  560. 

quest,  Bamborough  Castle  was  said  to  be  in  good  repair,  when  it  was 
probably  entruBted  to  the  custody  of  some  faithful  Norman,  who  made 
additions  to  the  works,  for  the  present  area  contained  within  its  walls 
measures  upwards  of  eight  acres  instead  of  three  as  described  by 
Hovenden. — Border  AiUiq. 

Alnmouth  Castle  In  Northumberland,  waa  also  built  by  Ida,  after 
he  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  Bemicia. — Local  Bee. 

Alnwick  Castle,  according  to  the  observations  of  a  learned  antiquary, 
owes  its  origin  to  the  Eomans.  If  so,  the  town  must  have  been  also 
founded  by  that  people,  as  their  artificers,  &c.,  always  lived  under  the 
protection  of  a  fortress.  However,  it  is  at  least  certain  that  Alnwick 
was  inhabited  by  the  Saxons,  and  that  the  castle,  at  the  time  of  the 
conquest,  was  the  property  of  Gilbert  Tyson,  one  of  the  most  powerful 
chiefs  of  Northumberland.  Alnwick  Gofitle  ia  one  of  the  largest  Gothic 
buildings  in  Britain,  containing  about  five  acres  of  ground  within  its 
outer  walls,  which  are  flanked  with  aixtoen  towers  and  tuireta. — 
Higt.  Norihd. 


SEAL  OF  TI1K  TOWN  OF  ALNWICK. 

560. — Ella,  one  of  the  chieftains  who  came  over  with  Ida,  conducted 
the  Saxons  against  the  province  of  Deira  (Durham),  from  whence  hav- 
ing expelled  the  Britons,  he  assumed  the  sovereignty  thereof,  and 
settled  there  with  his  adherents.  The  death  of  Ella  in  588,  gave  the 
ambition  of  Edilfrid  a  favourable  opportunity  of  reducing  the  two 
Northumbrian  kingdoms  into  one.  For  although  he  had  married 
Acoa,  the  daughter  of  Ella,  he  scrupled  not  to  to  avail  himself  of  the 
minority  of  his  brother-in-law  Edwin,  who  was  a  child  of  three  years 
old  at  his  father's  death,  to  possess  himself  of  Deira.  The  Angles  of 
Bemicia  and  Deira  were  thus  united  under  one  sceptre  about  the  year 
GVl.—Bidpath.    Pkt.  Hist.  Eiig. 
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621. — ^Edilfrid,  king  of  Northumberland,  being  hoetilely  engaged 
with  Bedwald,  king  of  East  Anglia,  was  slain  on  the  banks  of  the  Idel, 
in  Nottinghamshire.  Edilfrid  is  said  to  have  destroyed  more  Britons 
than  all  the  other  Saxon  kings.  Edwin,  who  succeeded  Edilfrid  in 
the  sovereignty,  also  acquired  the  dignity  of  Bretwalda,  *  and  raised 
Northumbria  to  a  superiority  over  all  the  Saxon  kingdoms.  Edwin 
was  oonverted  by  the  preaching  of  Paulinus,  a  Roman  missionary,  and 
the  influence  of  his  fair  wife  Edilberga,  who  was  a  Christian  before  she 
married  Edwin.  The  happiest  effects  are  asserted  to  have  followed 
the  conversion  of  the  hitherto  ferocious  Northumbrians.  *''•  In  this 
time,^  says  Fabyan,  ^^  was  so  great  peace  in  the  kingdom  of  Edwin 
that  a  woman  might  have  gone  from  one  town  to  another  without  grief 
or  annoyance  (molestation)  ;  and  for  the  refreshing  of  way-goers,  this 
Edwin  ordained,  at  clear  wells,  cups  or  dishes  of  brass  or  iron  to  be 
fastened  to  posts  standing  by  the  said  wells'  sides ;  and  no  man  was 
so  hardy  as  to  take  away  those  cups,  he  kept  so  good  justice.^ — 
According  to  some  accounts,  he  also  maintained  a  supremacy  over  the 
Scots  and  Picts.  In  his  person  the  dignity  of  Bretwald  had  a  signifi- 
cant and  clear  meaning,  but  he  did  not  hold  it  very  long.  He  was 
slain  in  battle  at  Hatfield,  or  Heathfield,  near  the  river  Trent,  in  634. 
In  consequence  of  this  calamitous  event  the  cause  of  Christianity  in 
Northumberland  was  arrested  in  the  midst  of  its  triumphs ;  and  such 
was  the  general  apostacy  of  the  people,  that  Paulinus  was  obliged  to 
abandon  his  see,  and  retire  into  Kent.  Edwin  is  said  to  have  erected 
at  TjTiemouth  a  place  of  residence  of  wood,  for  religions  of  both  sexes, 
in  which  his  own  daughter  Bosella  took  the  veil. — Ibid,    Lei.  CoL 

The  village  of  Holystone,  near  Bothbury,  Northumberland,  appears 
to  have  been  a  place  of  considerable  importance  at  this  period,  for  here, 
according  to  Bede,  Paulinus  baptized  3,000  persons  on  the  first  intro- 
duction of  Christianity.  He  is  also  said  to  have  baptized  many  thou- 
sands in  the  river  Glen,  during  his  stay  at  Yevering,  a  small  village  near 
Wooler,  at  that  time  (627),  the  residence  of  king  Edwin. — Mackenzie. 

634. — Oswald,  the  nephew  of  Edwin,  raised  his  banner  in  Northum- 
bria, where  Ceadwell,  or  Cadwallader,  king  of  North  Wales,  after 
many  successes,  seemed  to  despise  precaution.  He  and  his  Welsh  were 
supprised  near  Hexham,  and  totaJly  defeated  by  inferior  numbers. — 
The  battle  ended  in  the  death  of  Cadwallader.    Oswald  regained  all 

*  Modem  writera  have  assnmed,  that  over  the  Heptarchy,  or  seven  seperete  and  inde- 
peadent  states  or  kingdoms  of  the  Anglo-Saxons.  There  was  always  a  Lord  Paramount, 
a  sort  of  emperor  of  England,  who  might  be  by  inheritance  or  conquest,  sometimes  the 
kmg  of  one  state  and  sometimes  the  king  of  another.  This  ascendant  monarch  is  called 
the  Britwalda,  or  Bretwalda,  a  Saxon  tenn  which  signiBes  the  wielder,  or  dominator,  or 
mler,  of  Brit  (Britain).    Edwin  was  the  fifth  who  stepped  into  that  dignity. 
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that  his  uncle  Edwin  had  lost,  and  was  acknowledged  as  Bretwalda. 
He  attributed  his  success  to  the  God  he  worshipped ;  and,  to  show  his 
gratitude,  he  invited  many  monks  to  complete  the  conversion  of  the 
people  of  Northumbria.  Having  spent  his  youth  in  lona,  to  which 
northern  sanctuary  he  had  repaired  for  shelter,  and  having  been  taught 
Christianity  among  that  primitive  community  of  Guldees,  he  naturally 
sent  thither  for  spiritual  instructors  to  his  people.  Gorman,  a  monk, 
was  accordingly  sent  to  Northumberland,  but,  disheartened  by  the  dif- 
ficulties of  his  office,  he  quickly  returned.  He  waa  succeeded  by 
Aidan,  a  monk  of  the  house  of  lona,  who  addressed  himself  with  zeal 
and  patience  to  reclaim  the  apostate  Northumbrians ;  and  in  these 
labours  he  was  well  seconded  by  the  king,  who  interpreted  his  sermons 
to  the  people.  In  recompense  of  his  services,  Aidan  received  from 
Oswald  the  oflTer  of  any  place  he  might  select  within  the  extent  of  his 
dominions  for  a  permanent  residence  for  himself  and  the  companions 
of  his  labours.  He  made  choice  of  the  isle  of  Lindisfame.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  the  Church  of  Lindisfame,  the  remote  but  legitimate 
parent  of  the  splendid  and  opulent  see  of  Durham. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 
Surtees"  Dur. 

Such  were  the  effects  of  Aidants  labours,  assisted  by  the  king,  that 
in  the  space  of  seven  days  fifteen  thousand  persons  were  baptized,  and 
the  church  in  Northumberland  fixed  on  a  permanent  basis. — Local  Bee. 

640. — About  this  period  the  Monastery  of  Hartlepool  was  founded, 
by  a  religious  woman  named  Hieu,  or  St.  Bega,  a  native  of  Ireland. — 
Bega  was  the  first  lady  among  the  northern  tribes  who  assumed  the 
monastic  veil.  On  her  leaving  Hartlepool,  she  was  succeeded  by  St. 
Hilda,  who  was  of  noble  birth,  and  nearly  allied  to  the  kings  of  East 
Anglia  and  Northumberland. — Sharp's  HartlepooL 

642. — The  death  of  Oswald,  who,  like  his  uncle  Edwin,  perished  in 
battle  against  Penda,  king  of  Mercia,  once  more  exposed  the  province 
of  Northumberland  to  the  evils  of  civil  war  and  disputed  succession, — 
Penda,  who  was  as  desirous  as  ever  of  establishing  his  own  supremacy, 
laid  siege  to  Bamborough,  but  the  Northumbrians  once  more  rallied 
round  the  family  of  the  beloved  Edwin,  and  on  the  retreat  of  the  hea- 
thens from  the  well- defended  rock,  they  enabled  Oswald'*s  brother, 
named  Oswy,  or  Oswio,  to  ascend  the  throne. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng, 

651  (Aug.  31). — Died,  Aidan,  bishop  of  Lindisfame,  in  the  seven- 
teenth year  of  his  episcopacy. — Bairn's  No.  Dur. 

This  year  mention  is  made  of  a  church  at  Bamborough  in  Northum- 
berland.— Baine's  St.  Cuth. 

About  this  period  the  Northumbrian  kingdom  was  re-divided 
into  its  two  ancient  independent  states. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

652. — Oswy  had  to  contend  with  the  old  enemy  of  his  house,  the 
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slayer  of  his  two  predecessore.  Penda  advanced  once  more,  and  this 
time  with  fire  and  sword,  into  NorUiumberland.  Burning  every  house 
or  hut  he  found  in  his  way,  this  savage  marched  as  far  a«  Bamborough. 
Oawy  entreated  for  peace,  which  he  at  length  obtained  by  means  of 
rich  presents,  hostages,  and  an  arrangement  of  intermarriage.  His 
second  son  was  sent  as  an  hostage  to  Penda's  court.  Alchfrid,  his 
eldest  eon,  espoused  one  of  Penda's  daughters,  and  shortly  after  Pen- 
da's  son,  Peada  or  Weda,  married  one  of  Oswy's  daughters,  the  fair 
and  Christian  Alchfreda,  who  carried  four  priests  in  her  train,  and  be- 
came instrumental  in  converting  the  people  of  Mercia. — Fict.  ffist.  Eng. 
The  annexed  engraving,  representing  an  ancient  Saxon  Camp,  called 
Harehaugh,  in  the  parish  of  Holystone,  a  little  below  Harbottle, 
Northumbeiltuid,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  river  Coquet,  is  deemed 
a  fitting  illustration  of  this  period.  It  is  one  of  the  strongest  in  this 
frontier  country,  and  has  been  defended  by  triple  rampires,  and  strength- 
ened by  the  Coquet  on  one  side ;  Woodhouse  Bum  upon  another ;  and 
a  rivulet  called  Harehaugh  Bum  on  a  third. 


t=VJ^i-irfii.ji 


The  length  of  this  ancient  entrenchment  is  one  hundred  and  thirty 
yards,  the  interior  breadth  is  ninety  yards,  and  each  ditch  is  fifteen 
feet  wide.  The  rompire  measures  nine  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  six  feet 
at  the  top.  The  hiU  is  inaccessible  on  the  north  east  side.  It  will 
be  observed,  by  the   engraving,  that  there  is  an  additional  ditch 
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on  the  west  side.      A,  is  the  road ;  B,  is  the  river  Coquet ;  C,  Wood- 
house  Burn ;  and  D,  Harehaugh  Bum. 

This  year,  Finan,  another  monk  from  the  monastery  of  lona,  sue- 
ceede<l  Aidan  in  the  bishopric  of  Lindisfame.  Finan  rebuilt  the 
church  of  Lindisfame,  after  the  manner  of  Scotland.  This  church 
was  constructed  with  wooden  planks,  and  thatched  with  reeds.  He 
next  removed  the  bones  of  Aidan,  his  predecessor,  which  had  been 
buried  in  the  common  cemetery  of  the  church,  and  enshrined  them  on 
the  right  side  of  the  High  Altar. — Rainess  No,  Dur. 

653. — Peada,  son  of  the  sanguinary  Penda,  and  Sigebert,  monarch 
of  the  East  Angles,  received  the  rite  of  baptism  from  the  hands  of 
Finan.  (Pict.  Hist,  Eng.)  The  Bev.  James  Baine,  in  his  History  of 
North  Durham,  fixes  on  Walbottle  aa  the  place  where  this  ceremony 
waj9  performed. 

This  year  there  was  a  monastery  at  Gateshead,  whereof  Uttan  was 
abbot. — Tanvier, 

654. — Penda  advanced  once  more  against  the  Northumbrians,  his 
army  being  swelled  by  the  forces  of  thirty  vassal  kings  or  chieftains, 
Welsh  or  Cumbrians,  as  well  as  Saxons.  This  time  gifts  and  offers 
were  of  no  avail.  Oswy  was  obliged  to  fight.  Penda  was  slain,  and 
thirty  of  his  chief  captains  with  him.  Twelve  abbeys,  with  broad  lands 
attached,  showed  the  gratitude  of  Oswy  for  his  unexpected  victory ; 
and,  according  to  a  custom  which  was  now  obtaining  among  all  the 
northern  conquerors,  he  dedicated  an  infant  daughter  to  the  service 
of  God,  and  took  her  to  the  Lady  of  Hilda,  who,  shortly  after,  re- 
moved with  her  nims  from  Hartlepool  to  the  Vale  of  Whitby. — Pict, 
Hist,  Eng, 

666. — Oswy''s  power  having  previously  been  much  weakened,  his 
eldest  son  Alchfrid,  about  this  time,  demanded  and  obtained  a  part  of 
Northumbria  in  independent  sovereignty.  The  sickness  called  the 
yellow,  or  the  yellers  plague,  afflicted  Oswy  and  his  enemies  alike ;  for 
it  began  in  the  south,  gradually  extended  to  the  North,  and  at  length 
raged  over  the  whole  island  with  the  exception  of  the  mountains  of 
Caledonia.  Among  the  earliest  victims  of  this  pestilence  were  kings, 
archbishops,  bishops,  monks,  and  nuns.  As  the  plague  now  makes  its 
appearance  annually  in  some  of  the  countries  of  the  East,  so  did  this 
yellow  sickness  break  out  in  our  island  for  twenty  years.  King  Oswy 
died  in  670,  during  the  progress  of  this  fearful  disease,  but  not  of  it. 
—Pict,  Hi«t,  Eng, 

660. — Previous  to  this  date,  a  monastery  was  founded  at  Ebchester, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  by  St.  Ebba,  the  daughter  of  Ethelfrid,  King 
of  Northumberland,  but  it  was  destroyed  by  the  Danes,  and  its  royal 
foundress  removed  to  Coldingham,  where  she  was  made  Abbess.    The 
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ohimsh  at  Ebchester  is  a  small  ancient  structure,  dedicated  to  St.  Ebba, 
and  with  a  few  cottages,  stands  on  the  site  of  a  considerable  Roman 
Station  where  traces  of  the  vallum  are  yet  apparent,  and  where  many 
altars,  inscriptions,  and  other  antique  relics  have  been  found. — White 
and  Parson. 

661. — ^Golman,  a  third  monk  from  lona,  succeeded  Finan  in  the 
bishopric  of  Lindisfame. — Maine's  No.  Dur. 

664. — Upon  the  resignation  of  Golman,  Tuda,  a  Scottish  monk,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  vacant  see  of  Lindisfame ;  but  in  less  than  a  year  he  and 
almost  the  whole  of  his  flock  were  swept  away  by  a  pestilence. — Baine^s 
No.  Dur. 

The  same  year,  Guthbert,  (afterwards  the  sainted  prelate  of  the  see 
of  Durham)  a  monk  of  Melrose,  was  appointed  prior  of  Lindisfame. 
This  office  he  resigned  in  676,  and  retired  to  Fame  Island  to  lead  the 
life  of  a  hermit  in  an  humble  cell  made  of  stone  and  turf  by  his  own 
hands. — Baine*s  Dur.  Cath. 

674. — Biscopius,  a  noble  Saxon  officer  in  the  court  of  Oswy,  King  of 
Northumberland,  who  had  relinquished  the  world  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  founded  the  monastery  of  St.  Peter'*s  Wearmouth.  Biscopius  had 
four  times  travelled  to  Rome,  where  he  received  the  clerical  tonsure, 
and  the  name  of  Benedict,  and  had  made  large  acquisitions,  both  of 
books  and  relics,  which  on  his  return  from  his  fourth  journey,  were 
displayed  before  Egfrid,  who  then  held  the  sceptre  of  Northumberland, 
and  from  whom  he  obtained  a  grant  of  seventy  hides  of  land,*  with 
which  he  founded  the  monastery  on  the  north  side  of  the  mouth  of 
Wear.  One  year  was  spent  in  preparatory  arrangements;  in  the 
second  Benedict  sent  to  France  for  masons  able  to  build  him  a  church 
of  stone,  and  so  fervent  was  the  zeal  of  the  founder,  that  within  one 
year  from  laying  the  foundation,  he  had  the  gratification  of  celebrating 
mass  within  the  walls.  Seeing  the  masonry  nearly  completed,  Bene- 
dict sent  again  into  France  for  glaziers,  who  completed  the  windows 
of  his  church,  his  cloisters,  and  his  cells,  and  instructed,  moreover,  the 
Saxons  in  their  mystery,  which  Bede  expressly  states,  was  yet  unknown 
in  Briton.  Benedict  subsequently  imdertook  a  fifth  and  final  journey 
to  Borne,  and  returned  with  riches  far  exceeding  those  of  his  for- 
mer ventures.  The  importation  consisted,  first,  of  an  innumerable 
store  of  books ;  second,  an  abundant  grace  of  holy  relics ;  third,  he 
imported  brother  John,  arch-chanter  or  leader  of  the  choir  of  St. 
Peter'^sat  Rome,  who  instructed  the  monks  of  Wearmouth  in  the  whole 
order  of  psalmody,  and  the  complete  ceremonial  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
not  only  instructing  them  viva  voce^  but  pricking  them  out  a  course  for 

*  A  hide  of  land  wis  equal  to  a  hundred  acres. 
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the  whole  year ;  and,  lastly,  paintings  of  holy  subjeote,  of  which  those 
of  the  Virgin  Mother  of  heaven,  and  of  the  twelve  apostles  decorated 
the  main  roof,  extending  from  wall  to  wall.  The  south  waU  wa;} 
covered  with  subjects  taken  from  the  Evangelist^  and  the  terrific 
visions  of  John's  Apocalypse  covered  the  north  wall — Surtees. 

674. — Richard  of  Hexham,  its  historian,  tells  us  that  Wilfrid's 
church,  at  Hexham,  was  commenced  at  this  period,  and  was  built  by 
masons  brought  from  Rome ;  and  that,  through  all  parts  of  ita  foun- 
dations, it  had  "  crypts  and  subterraneous  oratories  and  winding 
passages," — HodgtorCs  Northd. 

Hexham  having  suffered  much  by  the  incursions  of  the  Danes,  it  ia 
supposed  that  no  part  of  Wilfrid's  structure  remains  at  this  day,  except 
Borne  vaults  beneath  the  church,  and  some  portion  of  the 


the  roof  of  which  is  of  ribbed  arching,  meeting  in  the  centre,  the  inter- 
stices filled  with  thin  stones  and  bricks,  such  as  are  to  be  found  in 
Roman  works. — Border  Antiq. 

Hexham  gave  birth  to  two  priors  of  its  church,  John  de  Hexham 
and  Richard  de  Hexham.  The  former  continued  the  History  of 
Durham  from  1130  to  1164— the  latter  wrote  a  "ffirttwy  of  Hexham 
Church  and  Btshopt^  the  "  Beign  of  St^hm,'"  and  the  "  War  of 
the  Standard.^ — Local  Bee. 

678. — The  see  of  Lindisfame  was  conferred  upon  Eata,  who  had 
been  originally  a  schokir  of  Aidan,  the  first  bishop  of  the  island. — 
Barneys  No.  Dur. 

681. — The  monastery  of  Jarrow  was  founded  by  Benedict,  abbot  of 
Wearraouth ;  the  fabric  was  completed,  and  the  church  dedicated  to 
St.  Paul  by  the  abbot  Ceolfrid,  on  the  ninth  of  the  kalends  of  May 
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685.  On  Benediot^s  fifth  return  from  the  continent,  Jarrow  shared  in 
the  ornaments  which  had  been  so  liberally  bestowed  on  the  elder  monas- 
tery of  Weannouth.  The  church  was  decorated  with  paintings  represent- 
mg  corresponding  passages  of  the  old  and  new  Testament :  Isaac  carry- 
mg  the  wood  for  his  own  sacrifice;  and  next  the  Saviour  bearing^s  cross; 
the  typical  elevation  of  the  brazen  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  and  the 
last  solemn  scene  of  the  crucifixion.  The  dedication  of  the  monastery  at 
the  above  period  is  proved,  beyond  a  doubt,  from  an  inscription  on  a 
stone  placed  over  the  entrance  to  the  chancel  when  this  church  was 
altered  and  repared  in  1782 — which  see.  This  stone  was  found  built 
up  in  the  north  wall  of  that  edifice,  and  bears  one  of  the  most  curious 
inscriptions  now  remaining  in  the  island.  Jarrow  church  also  contains 
one  of  the  first  bells  used  for  religious  purposes  in  England.  The  mon- 
astery of  St.  Paul,  built  under  the  auspices  of  Biscop,  and  with  the 
approbation,  or  rather  at  the  command,  of  King  Egfrid,  was  intended 
to  be  rather  a  part  of,  than  a  distinct  institution  from,  the  monastery 
at  Weannouth,  under  the  general  name  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
Benedict,  worn  out  with  labour  and  travels,  died  of  a  palsy,  Jan.  12, 
690,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  at  Weannouth. — Surtees. 
Brand. 

685. — Egfrid  who  succeeded  his  father  Oswy,  in  the  greater  part  of 
his  Northumbrian  dominions,  was  slain  in  a  war  with  Brude,  the  Pic- 
tish  king ;  and  the  Scots  and  some  of  the  northern  Welch  joined  the 
Picts,  and  carried  their  arms  into  England.  In  the  exposed  parts  of 
Northumbria  the  Anglo-Saxons  were  put  to  the  sword  or  reduced  to 
slavery,  and  that  kingdom  became  the  scene  of  wretchedness  and 
anarchy.  In  the  course  of  a  century  fourteen  kings  ascended  the  throne 
in  a  manner  as  irregular  as  their  descent  from  it  was  rapid  and  tragical. 
Six  were  murdered  by  their  kinsmen  or  other  competitors,  five  were 
expelled  by  their  subjects,  two  became  monks,  and  one  only  died  with 
the  crown  on  his  head. — Pict  Higt,  Eng. 

This  year  a  Synod  was  held  at  Twyford  on  Alne,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Northumbrian  sovereign  Egfrid,  and  of  the  Archbishop 
Theodore,  at  which,  Trumbert  Bishop  of  Hexham  having,  for  whatever 
reason,  been  deposed,  the  common  voice  nominated  Guthbert,  the 
Anchoret  of  Fame  as  his  successor ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  Monarch, 
attended  by  his  nobles  and  the  clergy  of  the  convent,  had  sought  him  in 
his  cell,  and  had  with  the  most  earnest  entreaties  pressed  his  acceptance 
of  the  vacant  Bishoprick,  that  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  his 
retirement.  His  first  nomination  was  to  the  see  of  Hexham;  but, 
retaining  a  predilection  for  his  former  residence,  he  exchanged  with 
Eata,  and  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Lindisfame,  at  York,  on  the 
Easter  following,  by  Theodore,  Metropolitan  of  Ganterbuiy,  attended 
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by  seven  assisting  prelates.  Guthbert  did  not  long  retain  the  honours 
he  had  thus  reluctantly  accepted.  After  presiding  in  Lindisfame  two 
years,  he  voluntarily  relinquished  his  dignity,  and  feeling  the  approach 
of  age  and  infirmity,  retired  once  more  to  his  hermitage  in  Fame, 
where  he  expired  two  months  afterwards,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
his  monastic  life,  and  in  the  fifty-third  from  the  foundation  of  the  see 
of  Lindisfame ;  having  previously  consented  that  his  remains  should 
be  buried,  not  in  the  cell  in  which  he  died,  as  had  at  first  been  his 
determination,  but  in  his  cathedral  of  Lindisfame;  imposing  one 
condition,  that  if  circumstances  should  ever  compel  its  ecclesiastics 
to  desert  that  church,  his  remains  should  be  removed  along  with  its  other 
treasiu*es.  The  body  of  the  deceased  bishop  was,  in  consequence,  soon 
afterwards  buried  in  a  stone  coffin,  on  the  right  side  of  the  high  altar 
in  Lindisfame  cathedral,  and  here  within  the  space  of  ten  years,  in 
the  time  of  Eadbert  his  successor  (688 — 698),  it  is  reported  to  have 
been  found  by  the  monks  in  a  state  of  perfect  bodily  preservation, 
resembling  one  asleep,  rather  than  dead.  The  purpose  of  the  ecclesi- 
astics was  to  enshrine  the  skeleton  of  their  bishop  above  the  pavement, 
as  an  object  of  veneration — ^but  instead  of  bones  they  have  recorded  it 
to  the  world  that  they  found  a  body  "  entire,  flexible,  and  sucoulent,^^ 
sleeping  apparently,  amid  the  funeral  habiliments  in  which  it  had  been 
swathed,  which  also  were  free  from  all  taint  of  decay.  After  removing 
some  of  these  robes,  and  substituting  others,  they  enshrined  the  body 
in  the  wooden  coffin  which  they  had  previously  prepared,  and  thenceforth 
Guthbert  became  the  sainted  patron  of  their  church. — Surtses,    Baine. 

688. — Eadbert  was  ordained  bishop  of  Lindisfame.  Of  him  it  is 
recorded  that  he  bestowed  upon  his  cathedral  a  covering  of  lead,  and 
he  cased  its  walls  (or  probably  its  upright  timbers)  with  the  same  mate- 
rial.    Raines  No.  Dur, 

698. — Eadfrith,  or  Egfrid,  succeeded  to  the  see  of  Lindisfame.  Of 
this  bishop  there  remains  to  the  present  day  a  most  extraordinary 
memorial,  a  book  of  the  four  Gospels,  written  by  his  own  hand,  with 
all  the  elegance  of  Saxon  calligraphy.  This  book  at  present  preser- 
ved in  the  British  Museum  (Nero,  D.  4.)  has  been  most  minutely 
described  by  Selden,  Mareschall.  Smith,  Wanley,  and  last  of  all  by 
Astle.  According  te  a  note  at  the  conclusion  of  St.  Matthew'*s  Gospel, 
which  gives  a  full  account  of  this  most  interesting  book,  the  text,  (that 
of  the  Vulgate)  was  written  by  Eadfrid ;  ^thelwald,  his  successor, 
supplied  the  illuminations,  which  are  still  brilliant  beyond  conception. 
Bilfrid  bestewed  upon  it  a  cover  of  silver  and  gold  bedecked  with 
precious  stenes,  and,  a  while  after,  Aldred,  a  priest  of  the  house,  added 
an  interlineary  Dano-Saxon  version,  with  marginal  notes.  The  subse- 
quent histery  of  this  ciuious  book  may  be  teld  in  a  few  words.     It 
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remained  in  the  church  of  Lindiafame  until  the  monks  were  compelled 
by  the  Danes  to  flee  from  the  Island,  and  then  it  became  the  compan- 
ion of  their  travels.  During  their  flight  it  fell  into  the  sea,  and  was 
a  while  afterwards  found  by  its  owners  washed  up  upon  the  coast.  At 
length  it  reached  Durham,  with  the  other  treasures  of  the  church,  and 
there  it  remained  until  Lindisfame  rose  again  from  its  ashes,  and  became 
peopled  by  a  colony  of  monks,  when  it  was  carried  back  to  its  original 
home,  and  regularly  formed  an  item  in  the  inventories  of  the  priory  of 
Holy  Island  until  Uie  dissolution. — Bainfa  No.  Dur. 

705. — Osred,  the  young  king  of  Northumbria,  was  beseiged  in  Bam- 
borough  Castle,  by  the  pretender  Erdulph,  but  in  a  sally  made  by 
Brithric,  Osred'^s  general,  Erdulph  was  defeated,  taken  prisoner,  and 
beheaded.  Osred  was  assassinated  near  the  southern  borders  in  716, 
by  his  two  kinsmen  Genred  and  Osric,  both  of  whom  reigned  in  suo- 
oession. — 6&ni.  Mag.    ArchoB.  jEliana. 

709.' — ^Acca,  a  priest  of  Wilfrid's,  succeeded  him  in  the  government 
of  the  church  of  Hexham.  He  was  an  able  man,  and  took  great 
pains  to  collect  from  all  parts  the  relics  of  the  apostles  and  martyrs, 
to  whonni  he  erected  altars  within  the  walls  of  the  church.  In  the  year 
732,  Aoca  was  banished,  but  whither  is  not  upon  record ;  he  is  said  to 
have  lived  eight  years  after  his  expulsion.  His  body,  when  dead,  was 
brought  to  Hexham,  and  buried  there,  and  a  great  number  of  years 
after,  when  his  sepulchre  was  opened,  the  linen  shroud  in  which  he  was 
wrapped,  and  his  robe  and  stomacher,  which  were  both  of  silk,  were 
found  not  only  entire,  but  strong,  fresh,  and  beautiful  as  ever  they  had 
been. — OrtTs  Char.  Hexh. 

724. — Ethelwold,  abbot  of  Melrose,  succeeded  to  the  vacant  see  of 
Lindirfame,  in  which  (Aurch  he  had  been  originally  a  monk.  During 
the  presulate  of  Ethelwold,  Oeolwulf,  king  of  Northumberland,  con- 
signed his  kingdom  (737)  to  Edbert,  his  cousin,  and  exchanged  his 
purple  robe  for  the  cowl  of  a  monk.  Oeolwulf  carried  with  him 
^^  money  and  land  ^  in  abundance ;  and  over  and  above  all  this,  intro- 
duced wine  and  ale  into  the  convent,  instead  of  the  milk  and  water 
of  Aidan  their  founder. — Baine's  No.  Dur. 

735. — This  year  is  marked  by  the  death  of  the  venerable  Bede :  his 
life,  passed  in  the  tranquility  of  the  cloister,  affords  few  historical 
materials,  and  his  memory  has  been  perpetuated  chiefly  by  his  writings, 
which  afford  the  best  and  almost  the  only  account  of  the  establishment 
and  progress  of  Christianity  in  the  Northumbrian  kingdoms.  An 
ancient  and  not  improbable  tradition  fixes  the  birth-place  of  Bede  to 
the  small  hamlet  of  Monkton,  nearly  adjoining  Jarrow.  Bede  himself 
states  that  he  entered  the  monastery  at  seven  years  of  age  (684), 
was  ordained  deacon  at  nineteen,  by  John,  bishop  of  Hexham  (696), 
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and  received  the  full  order  of  priesthood  from  the  same  prelate  in 
his  thirtieth  year  (707).  Bede  was  buried  in  a  porch,  built  to  his 
honour,  on  the  north  side  of  the  church  at  Jarrow,  but  his  relics 
were  afterwards  removed,  and  interred  in  Durham  Cathedral.  About 
a  mile  to  the  west  of  Jarrow  there  is  a  well  called  Bedels  Well,  to 
which,  in  the  last  century,  it  was  a  prevailing  custom  to  bring  chil- 
dren troubled  with  any  disease  or  infirmity ;  a  crooked  pin  was  put  in 
and  the  well  laved  dry  between  each  dipping.  Twenty  children  have 
been  brought  together  on  a  Sunday  to  be  inunersed  in  this  well ;  also 
on  Midsummer  Eve  there  was  a  great  resorjb  of  neighbouring  people 
with  bonfires,  music,  &c. — Swrtees,    Local  Bee. 

740. — Cynewulf  was  consecrated  to  the  see  of  Lindisfame,  at  a  time 
when  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland  was  harrassed  by  internal  discord 
and  commotion.  This  state  of  affairs  soon  connected  itself  with  the 
bishop,  and  served  to  embitter  his  days.  Cynewuirs  only  recorded 
cause  of  affliction  seems  to  have  arisen  from  his  supposed  protection  of 
Offa,  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood,  who  for  some  unexplained  reason  had 
taken  refuge  at  the  high  altar  of  Lindisfame.  Edbert,  at  that  time 
king  of  Northumberland,  dragged  the  refugee  from  the  shrine,  and  put 
him  to  death  without  delay,  and  his  next  step  was  to  imprison  the 
bishop  in  the  castle  of  Bamborough  by  way  of  punishment  for  his 
alleged  protection  of  the  traitor.  Cynewulf  resigned  the  see  in  780, 
in  the  forty-first  year  of  his  Episcopate,  and  after  three  years  he 
died  in  retirement. — BaiiieB  No.  Dur. 

759. — Edbert,  who  had  ascended  the  throne  at  a  period  when  Nor- 
thumbria  was  in  a  weak  and  troubled  state,  owing  to  the  continued 
depredations  of  neighbouring  powers ;  after  having  roused  his  subjects 
from  their  lethargic  stupor,  brought  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
quelled  their  petty  factions,  and  defeated  their  enemies ;  he,  in  the 
above  year,  imitating  his  predecessor,  resigned  his  sceptre  to  his  son 
Oswulfe,  and  retired  to  a  monastery  in  York,  being  the  eighth  king, 
who,  during  the  preceding  fifty  years  had  resigned  the  crown  for  the 
cowl.  Oswulfe  was  slain  by  a  domestic  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign. — 
White  and  Parson. 

771. — At  this  time  there  was  a  monastery  at  Corbridge,  in  North- 
umberland.— Local  Rec, 

774. — Ethelred  was  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Nortfiumbria,  and 
having  pursued,  during  a  period  of  five  years,  a  detested  course  of 
vice  and  treachery,  two  of  his  noblemen,  Edelbald  and  Herebert, 
rebelled  against  him,  and  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  faction,  defeated 
his  troops,  and  finally  drove  him  from  his  kingdom.  The  victorious 
chieftains,  then  (779)  bestowed  the  crown  upon  Alfwold,  a  prince  of 
the  house  of  Ida. —  White  and  Parson, 


A.  D.  792.]  TABLE  BOOK.  27 

780. — ^Higbald.  was  oonsecrated  bi8h<^  of  Lindisfame.  At  this 
period  Alfwold  held  the  sceptre  of  Northumberland.  He  was  one  of 
fchoae  by  whom  ^^  the  sunple  plan  '*''  was  adopted 

^'That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power 
And  they  ahcnild  keep  who  can." 
Alfwold  was  the  fourth  king  of  this  character,  and,  notwithstanding 
his  qualificationB  for  the  high  office  to  which  he  had  aspired,  yet  his 
reign  was  short  and  his  death  violent.  Commotion  after  commotion 
ensued^  and  still  the  shrine  of  St.  Guthbert,  unprotected  as  it  was, 
was  reverenced  by  the  cont^iding  parties ;  but  the  internal  dissentions 
of  the  kingdom  failed  not  by  degrees  to  produce  disunion  and  insu- 
bordination, and  during  this  state  of  affairs  the  Danes,  for  the  first 
time  (793)  landed  upon  its  coasts.  The  tale  of  their  ravages  has  been 
often  told.  It  may  suffice  to  state,  that  aft^  their  pillage  and  spoil 
elsiAere,  they  came  in  the  month  of  June  to  the  church  of  Tiindis* 
fame,  which  fell  into  their  hands  an  easy  prey.  Bobbery  and  murder 
succeeded  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  so  Well  did  the  invaders  speed, 
that  the  following  year  brought  with  it  a  return  of  their  descent,  and 
a  repetition  of  their  barbarous  outrages.  But  the  kingdom  of  North- 
maberlaDd  was  beginning  to  learn  the  importance  of  unanimity  in 
time  of  danger,  and  with  the  aid  of  their  neighbours  of  Meroia,  its 
forces  surprised  and  utterly  destroyed  the  invaders,  as  they  were 
plundering  Jarrow.  Higbald,  and  those  of  his  ecclesiastics  who  had 
escaped  the  fury  of  the  Danes,  returned  to  their  church,  from  which 
they  had  fled,  and  found  it  pillaged  indeed  of  its  silver  and  gold,  but 
still  possessing  the  treasure  for  which  they  were  most  afraid,  the  body 
of  their  saint,  which  had  by  chance  escaped  the  fury  of  their  foes. — 
Baine'B  No,  Dur. 

782. — ^A  synod  was  held  at  Great  Aycliffe,  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
hajoo,  and  another  was  held  here  in  the  year  789. — Hutchinson's  Dur. 

788  (Sept.  23). — Alfwold,  king  of  Northumberland,  was  slain  by 
his  uncle  the  ealderman  Sigan,  at  a  place  caUed  Seythes-cestre 
(Wahoick  Ciestsrs)^  near  the  Roman  wall,  and  his  body  borne  to 
burial  at  Hexham,  accompanied  by  a  long  array  of  clergymen  and 
m<»iks  singing  dirges. — Hodgson's  Northd. 

791. — The  Northumbrian  throne  appears  to  have  been  vacant  during 
a  period  of  anarchy,  which  continued  from  the  death  of  Alfwold  till 
this  year,  when  the  prevailing  party  placed  the  crown  on  the  head  of 
Oared,  the  son  of  Alcred;  but  his  reign  was  very  brief,  for  the 
factious  nobility  confederated  against  him,  and  he  fled  for  safety  to 
the  Isle  of  Man. — W%ite  and  Parson. 

792. — ^A  synod  was  held  at  Finohale  priory,  near  Durham ;  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  church  discipline.  Another  synod  was  held  here 
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in  798,  and  a  third,  according  to  Leiand,  in  810.  Finchale  priory 
is  rendered  famous  by  the  austerities  of  St.  Grodrick,  bom  at  Walpole 
in  Norfolk,  who,  after  twice  performing  the  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem, 
came,  directed  by  a  vision,  to  Finchale,  where  he  erected  a  chapel  and 
hermitage.  Here  he  resided  thirty-six  years,  practising  ^^  unheard-of- 
austerities,^  which,  in'  the  eyes  of  a  superstitious  and  ignontnt  people, 
were  sufficient  to  invest  his  character  with  a  high  degree  of  sanctity. 
The  mortifications  to  which  he  subjected  his  body,  if  not  laudable, 
were  extremely  severe.  He  wore  an  iron  jerkin,  mingled  ashes  with 
the  flour  of  which  he  made  his  bread,  and,  not  unfrequently,  passed 
whole  nights  at  his  devotions,  immersed  up  to  his  chin  in  water.  He 
died  in  1170,  and  was  then  admitted,  on  account  of  his  uncommon 
penances,  and  the  great  miracles  he  is  said  to  have  performed,  into  the 
calendar  of  saints.  The  ruins  of  Finchale  priory  are  situated  in  a 
secluded  spot,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Wear,  at  a  distance  of 
nearly  three  miles  from  the  city  of  Durham. — Bose^a  Topog. 

This  year  Ethelred,  having  become  popular  agiun,  re-ascended  the 
throne  of  Northumbria,  after  being  twelve  years  in  exile,  Ethelred 
had  no  sooner  been  restored  to  power,  than  he  meditated  the  most 
diabolical  revenge  upon  his  enemies.  He  left  Eardulf  weltering  in  his 
blood  at  the  gate  of  a  monastery ;  and  in  the  following  year  he  decoyed 
both  the  children  of  Alfwold  from  the  sanctuary  at  York,  and  mms 
dered  them.  The  deposed  Osred  afterwards  attempted  to  recover  the 
crown,  but  his  army  deserted  him,  and  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
cruel  Ethelred  and  perished.  The  tyrant  now  endeavoured  to  secure 
his  authority  by  a  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  powerful  0£h, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  divorced  his  previous  wife ;  but  his  policy  and 
his  murders  were  equally  vain,  for  his  guilty  career  was  fast  hastening 
to  a  close.  Northumbria  was  suffering  by  famine,  pestflence,  and 
piracy,  and  all  these  evils  were  attributed  to  the  intolerable  Ethdred, 
consequently  his  subjects  destroyed  him  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  resto- 
ration, and  set  up  Osbald.  After  a  reign  of  twraitynseven  days  they 
deposed  Osbald,  and  he  prudently  withdrew  from  the  pursuits  of  am- 
bition, and  obtained  security  in  the  cloister. — Madcrnmin  Narthd. 

793. — During  an  inroad  of  the  Danes,  the  clei^  of  Lindisfarne,  in 
consequence  of  their  situation  upon  an  exposed  coast,  for  a  while 
forsook  their  church,  and  sought  safety  by  flight;  remembering, 
however,  the  dying  injunction  of  their  saint.  But  the  Danes  were 
overcome  at  Jarrow,  and  the  voice  of  religion  was  again  raised  within 
the  walls  of  their  church. — Baine^s  Dur,  Caih, 

794. — Eardulf,  who  had  been  recovered  from  his  assassination  by 
the  charity  of  the  monks,  who  found  him  apparently  lifeless  near  their 
cloister,  was  called  from  his  exile,  and  seated  on  the  throne  of  Nor- 
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thmnbria,  which  for  tweWd  years  he  held  by  the  force  of  arms,  and 
wielded  a  sceptre  imbrued  in  blood.  Considering  it  politic  to  oppose 
Ethelred^s  murderem,  he  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle,  fought, 
according  to  Symeon,  near  to  BilUngham,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
and  which  is  represented  to  have  been  attended  with  great  slaughter.* 
He  then  turned  his  arms  against  their  ally,  Kenulf,  King  of  Mercia ; 
but  on  the  interference  of  the  clergy,  a  reconciliation  took  place. — 
Eardulf,  however,  was  afterwards  seized  by  his  enemies,  and  placed  in 
confinement.  These  multifarious  and  bloody  revolutions  seem  to  have 
excited  the  attention  of  foreign  nations,  for  Charlemagne,  (Charles  the 
Great,)  declared  that  the  Northumbrians  were  more  perfidious  than 
Pagans,  and  obtiuned  the  liberation  of  the  captive  monarch,  who  was 
for  a  short  time  again  restored,  under  the  authority  of  a  papal  bull, 
which  he  had  obtained  at  Rome  from  Pope  Leo  III. — Mizekenzis. 

800. — The  Danes,  in  one  of  their  frequent  predatory  descents  on 
the  eastern  coast,  destroyed  and  plundered  Tynemouth  and  Hartle- 
pool.— Ld.  Col. 

803. — Egbert,  twelfth  bishop  of  Lmdisfame,  was  consecrated  at 
Bywell  on  the  11th  of  June  this  year.  He  held  the  see  for  eighteen 
years. — Baine^s  JVb,  Dur. 

806. — Alfwold  ascended  the  Northumbrian  throne,  which  he  held 
<Hilytwo  years,  and  was  succeeded  in  808,  by  Eanred,  the  son  of 
Eardulf.— Am^miM. 

821. — ^Heathured  was  appointed  bishop  of  Lindisfame. — Bainis 
No,  Dur, 

825. — Egbert,  king  of  Wessex,  having  penetrated  into  the  heart  of 
Northumbria,  when  anarchy  was  at  its  height.  Incapable  of  resist- 
ance, the  Northumbrians  made  an  offer  of  entire  submission ,  and 
Eanred,  their  king,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  became  the 
vassal  and  tributary  of  the  great  monarch  of  Wessex,  who  had  now 
obtained,  within  his  ambitious  grasp,  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Hep- 
tarchy, ^diich  he  united  in  one  great  state  under  his  government, 
about  three  hundred  and  eighty  years  after  the  first  arrival  of  the 
Saxons  in  this  country.  Northumbria  was  the  last  of  the  seven 
states  that  resigned  its  independence,  and  acknowledged  Egbert'^s 
superiority. — Pict,  Hist.  Eng.    Bidpath. 

The  town  of  BiUingham,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was  built,  and 
the  church  founded  by  Eanred.    Probably  little  now  remains  of  the 

*  The  plaee  of  tbe  btttle  it  pointed  out  by  •  late  diicoTery.  It  seemB  to  have  been 
fought  oo  the  low  grounds  between  BiUingham  and  Norton,  as  a  scull  and  several  bones 
were  tunied  up  in  a  field  near  Norton  milt,  in  the  year  1804 ;  and  near  the  same  place^ 
and  about  the  same  time,  a  fiat  piece  of  silver,  without  any  engraving  or  inscription  on  i^ 
was  also  di^  up,  apparently  an  onmncat  of  a  cap»  or  of  armour.— ^rtiMffr's  Siotkhm. 
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original  structuro  of  the  church ;  but  its  dimearionH  shew  that  its 
territorUt  were  not  small. — Brewttsr'g  Stockton. 

826. — From  thia  year  till  the  reign  of  WiUiam  tiie  Conqueror,  the 
town  of  Newcastle  was  known  by  the  title  of  Monk-Chester. — Brand. 

830. — Ecgred,  or  Egfrid,  wm  appointed  bishop  of  Lindisfame. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  rank,  and  a  great  benefactor  to  the  church 
over  which  he  presided. — Raine't  No.  Dur. 

832. — An  army  of  Danish  pirates  made  an  attempt  to  land  at 
Tynemouth,  but  were  routed  and  driven  back  to  thmr  ships. — 
Brand. 

845. — Eanbert  was  elected  to  the  see  of  Eiindisfame. — AmmV 
No.  Dur. 

854. — Eardulph,  the  sixteenth  and  last  bishop  of  Lindislame, 
succeeded  to  that  see. — Ihid. 

866.— During  the  ravages  of  Hungar  and  Hubba,  the  Danish 
adventurers,  Tynemouth  monastery  was  utteriy  destroyed.  Berwiek 
ie  mentioned  as  having  been  their  landing  place. — Brand. 

867.— Jarrow  was  plundered  and  burnt  by  afleet  of  Baltic  pirates. 
After  this  destmotive  inroad,  it  remained  abandoned  and  desolate 
as  a  desert  for  upwards  of  two  centuries ;  nothing  being  left  but  the 
naked  wiUIb. — MaeienzWa  Dm: 
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OBTHUMBBIA,  which  for  a  long  period  had 
been  the  peculiar  object  of  Danish  hostility  was, 
this  year,  revisited  by  that  ferocious  people. 
Several  ships,  with  troops,  commanded  by  Half- 
dene,  a  Danish  adventurer,  entered  the  river 
Tyne,  and  were  cantoned  in  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages for  the  winter,  it  being  then  too  late  in  the 
year  to  make  any  progress  in  the  northern  parts  of  Northumberland. 
On  the  opening  of  spring  they  began  their  ravages  on  this  unfortunate 
country,  and  marked  their  progress  with  the  greatest  barbarities.  The 
Danes  exercised  the  greatest  severities  upon  the  religious,  destroying 
the  churches  and  other  holy  places,  believing  them  the  depositories  of 
all  the  wealth  of  the  country.  On  this  occasion,  Monkwearmouth, 
Jarrow,  and  Tynemouth  monasteries  were  plundered.*  They  next 
proceeded  to  Lindisfame,  which  they  doomed  a  second  time  to  de- 
struction. For  the  bishop  and  his  monks  nothing  was  left  but 
flight ;  but  they  forgot  not  the  d}ing  injunction  of  their  saint.  His 
body  was  hastily  raised  from  the  shrine  in  which  it  had  been  inclosed ; 
into  his  coffin  were  cast  the  scattered  relics  of  Aidan,  and  the  other 
early  bishops  of  the  Island,  and  with  treasures  such  aa  these  they  set 
out  they  knew  not  whither,  deserting  their  noble  church,  in  which 
there  had  dwelt  many  a  saint.  So  soon  did  the  Danes  arive,  that  if 
a  monk  had  for  a  while  lingered  behind  the  sorrowful  train,  he  might 
easily  have  seen  from  the  hills  of  Kyloe,  the  sacred  structure  enveloped 
in  smoke  and  flame.  Reginald  states  that  at  the  time  of  their  depart- 
ure it  nappened  to  be  high  water,  and  that  the  waves  fled  back,  and 
gave  them  a  passage  upon  dry  ground.     One  clerk  was  intentionally 

•  LocdBec. 
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left  behind  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Danes,  but  when  he  saw  their 
glittering  swords  upon  the  threshold  of  the  church,  he  fled  for  refuge 
to  the  empty  tomb  of  St.  Outhbert,  and  in  a  moment  found  himself,  to 
his  joy,  hid  in  a  hollow  cloud.  Thus  protected,  he  witnessed  their 
proceedings,  and  amid  their  awful  imprecations,  heard  them  threaten 
a  speedy  return.  After  their  departure  he  hastened  to  join  his  brethren, 
who  in  consequence  of  the  information  which  he  gave,  determined  for 
ever  to  desert  their  church.  This  took  place  in  the  year  875  ;  241 
years  from  the  foundation  of  the  church,  and  189  from  the  death  of 
St.  Outhbert.  The  monks  would  naturally,  in  the  first  instance,  flee  to 
the  hills,  but  their  subsequent  wanderings  are  no  where  clearly  detailed. 
Symeon  informs  us  that  they  migrated  from  place  to  place  in  the 
kingdom  of  Northumberland,  and  that  wherever  they  came  they  were 
received  with  veneration.  Once  they  attempted  to  pass  over  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Derwent  into  Ireland,  the  country  in  which,  according 
to  tradition,  their  patron  had  been  bom,  but  wind  and  wave  conspired 
against  them,  and  drove  them  back  to  the  English  coast.  It  was 
upon  this  occasion,  that  the  book  of  the  Gospels  (mentioned  under  A.  D. 
698),  fell  by  chance  into  the  sea,  and  was,  after  an  interval  of  three 
days,  found  on  the  coast  of  Witheme,  in  Ghdloway,  whither  the  wan- 
derers had  by  that  time  arrived.  At  last  they  travelled  to  Crake, 
having,  during  their  seven  years  journey,  visited  many  a  place,  and 
having  laid  the  foundation  of  many  a  legendary  tale ;  and  here  they 
were  sojourning  when  the  voice  of  rest  first  reached  their  ears.  Half- 
dene,  the  Dane,  was  now  dead ;  Alfred  the  Great  had  succeeded  to 
the  throne  of  England,  and  had,  from  motives  of  policy,  appointed 
Guthred,  a  Dane  of  conciliating  manners,  as  his  tributary  king  in  the 
North. — Baine's  No.  Dur. 

880. — Gregory,  king  of  Scotland,  who  was  contemporaiy  with 
Alfred,  king  of  England,  and  like  him  was  justly  sumamed  the  Great, 
took  Berwick  by  assault.  The  garrison  consisted  of  Danes  and  Picts ; 
the  former  he  put  to  the  sword  but  spared  the  latter.  Gregory  is 
afterwards  said  to  have  given  a  total  defeat,  somewhere  in  North- 
umberland, to  an  army  of  Danes,  conmianded  by  a  king  or  leader 
called  Hardunt:  this  victory  was  followed  by  the  subjection  of  all 
Northumberland;  and  the  winter  that  succeeded  this  prosperous 
campaign,  the  Scottish  monarch  is  said  to  have  spent  in  Berwick. — 
ItidpcUk. 

883. — On  the  re -establishment  of  peace,  Ghester-le-street,  less 
exposed  than  Lindisfame  to  the  dangers  of  predatory  or  parine 
invasion,  was  selected  for  the  future  residence  of  the  bishop  and  his 
clergy.  Here  Guthred,  king  of  Northumberland  had  built  for  them  a 
church,  and  the  see  received  from  the  gratitude  or  obedience  of  that 
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sovereign,  a  larger  territory  and  franchise  than  any  yet  conferred  by 
former  benefactors.  Nine  bishops  in  succession,  presided  over  the 
see  while  seated  here. — Surtees.    Rainess  Dwr.  Cath. 

883. — This  year,  the  bishopric  of  Hexham,  after  a  long  vacancy, 
was  miited  with  Lindisfame,  at  Chester-le-Street. — Border  Antiq. 

893. — The  Danes  who  had  settled  in  Northumberland,  in  violation 
of  their  oaths  of  allegiance  to  king  Alfred,  took  up  arms  against  him, 
and  joined  their  marauding  brethren  under  Haesten  or  Hasting,  who 
had  just  landed  near  Sittingbourne  in  Kent. — Pict,  Hist,  Eng. 

897. — A  squadron  of  Northumbrian  Pirates  cruised  off  the  southern 
coasts  against  the  king.  It  was  met  and  defeated  on  several  occasions 
by  the  improved  ships  of  the  king.  After  an  obstinate  engagement 
near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  two  Danish  Ships  were  taken,  and  the  crews 
all  hanged,  by  order  of  Alfred.  This  severity,  so  much  at  variance 
with  Alfred'^s  usual  humanity,  has  caused  some  regret  and  confusion  to 
historians.  One  writer  says  that  the  Danes  do  not  seem  to  have  vio- 
lated the  law  of  nations,  as  such  law  was  then  understood,  and  that, 
therefore,  Alfred's  execution  of  them  was  inexcusable.  Another 
writer  is  of  opinion  that  Alfred  always,  and  properly,  drew  a  distinc- 
tion between  pirates  and  warriors.  This  line  would  be  most  difficult 
to  draw  when  all  were  robbers  and  pirates  alike;  but  the  men  of 
Northumbria  had,  through  their  chiefs  and  princes  sworn  alle^ance  to 
him,  had  received  benefits  from  him,  and  stood  bound  to  the  protection 
of  his  states,  which  they  were  ravaging.  From  the  situation  they  oc- 
cupied they  could  constantly  trouble  his  tranquiUty  ;  and  in  regard  to 
them  he  may  have  been  led  to  consider,  after  the  experience  he  had  had 
of  their  bad  faith,  that  measures  of  extreme  severity  were  allowable 
and  indispensable.  Twenty  other  ships  taken  during  the  three  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life,  and  of  which  the  crews  were  slain  or  hanged  upon 
the  gallows,  were  also  from  Northumberland. — Ibid. 

924. — Adam  Hilton,  living  in  the  time  of  king  Athelstan,  gave  to 
the  monastery  of  Hartlepool,  a  pix,  or  crucifix,  which  was  in  weight 
25  ounces,  in  silver,  and  caused  his  arms  to  be  engraven  on  it ; — 
Argent,  two  bars  azure,  which  are  yet  to  be  seen  upon  the  gate  of 
Hilton  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Durham. — Carter'^s  Hon.  Bed. 

930. — King  Athelstan,  about  this  period,  gave  or  restored  Bishop- 
wearmouth  to  the  see  of  Durham.  The  original  church  of  Wearmouth 
was  probably  built,  not  long  subsequent  to  the  grant  of  Athelstan. 
— Swrtees. 

933. — The  Danes  made  a  descent  upon  this  island,  when  the  for- 
tress of  Bamborough  suffered  greatly,  but  was  soon  afterwards  restored 
and  new  works  were  added.  A  great  booty  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
invaders  by  the  reduction  of  this  place. — Local  Bee. 

¥ 
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934. — King  Athelstan  visited  the  shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  at  Chester- 
le-Street,  in  person,  on  his  road  to  Scotland  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pelling Constantino,  its  king,  to  adhere  to  a  treaty  which  he  had 
broken.  Athelstan  bestowed  numerous  gifts  upon  the  saint  on  this 
occasion. — Baine's  St,  Cwth. 

937. — Olave  or  Anlaf,  a  Danish  prince,  who  had  already  been  set- 
tled in  Northumbria,  assailed  Athelstan,  with  a  more  powerful  con- 
fedracy  than  had  ever  been  formed  against  the  Saxon  king.  Yet  this 
coalition,  formidable  as  it  was,  was  utterly  destroyed,  and  Anlaf,  with 
a  wretched  fragment  of  his  forces,  escaped  to  Ireland. — Pict,  Hist.  Eng. 

During  tHe  reign  of  Athelstan,  the  Monastery  of  Tynemouth,  then 
hardly  recovered  from  its  former  desolation,  was  again  ravaged  by  the 
Danes.  It  is  no  wonder  that,  after  having  been  so  often  plundered  and 
destroyed,  this  place  should  have  been  so  long  in  ruins,  that  the  remem- 
brance of  king  Oswin,  the  sainted  patron  thereof,  was  utterly  lost. 
After  some  respite  from  the  invasions  of  the  Danish  pirates,  to  whom 
its  exposed  situation  on  the  sea  coast  rendered  it  an  easy  and  defence- 
less prey ;  and  who,  by  their  repeated  depredations,  appear  to  have 
left  nothing  that  coidd  induce  them  to  return,  the  then  bishop  of  the 
diocese  obtained  it  of  the  earls  of  Northumberland ;  and,  after  filling  it 
anew  with  religious,  restored  therein  the  celebration  of  divine  service. 
It  was  not,  however,  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  that  the  bones  of  the  royal  martyr  were  discovered.  At  this 
period,  the  royal  saint  and  martyr,  Oswin,  in  one  of  those  dreams 
common  to  the  times,  is  said  to  have  appeared  to  Edmund,  the  sexton 
of  this  place,  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  place  of  his  own  interment. 
Judith,  wife  of  Tostig,  earl  of  Northumberland,  gave  credit  to  the 
sexton's  vision,  and  ceased  not  to  exert  her  influence  with  Egelwine, 
then  bishop  of  Durham,  till  he  had  ordered  a  search  to  be  made  for  the 
royal  bones,  which  are  said  to  have  been  discovered  in  an  oratory, 
according  to  the  saint's  direction  in  the  vision,  on  the  fifth  of  the  ides 
of  March,  a.  d.  1065,  and  415  years  after  his  death.  The  royal 
remains,  after  having  been  inclosed  in  a  coffin,  and  honoured  with  every 
kind  of  funeral  pomp,  were  recommitted  to  the  sacred  eaYth.  Earl 
Tostig^  according  to  some  writers,  rebuilt  this  monastery  from  the 
foundation.' — Brand, 

940. — On  the  accession  of  Edmund  the  Atheling,  brother  to  Athel- 
stan, the  Danes  of  Northumbria  recalled  Anlaf  from  Ireland.  The 
Danish  prince  came  in  force,  and  the  result  of  a  war  was,  that  Edmund 
was  obliged  to  resign  to  him,  in  seperate  sovereignty,  the  whole  of 
the  Island  north  of  Watling-Street. — Pict.  Hist,  Eng, 

944. — The  Scots  were  again  in  arms,  aud  the  presence  of  king 
Edmund  being  required  in  the  north,  he,  after  the  example  of  his 
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brother  Athelstan,  turned  aside  on  his  march  to  visit  Chester-le-Street, 
there  to  solicit  the  aid  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  on  his  bended  knees,  in 
all  the  solemnity  of  prayer,  recommended  to  him  himself  and  his  army, 
placing  upon  the  holy  body  two  bracelets,  taken  from  his  own  arms, 
together  with  two  robes  of  Grecian  workmanship. — Maine's  St. 
CutA. 

946. — Though  in  common  with  the  other  states  of  the  north,  the 
Danes  of  Northumbria  had  sworn  fealty  to  Edred  (grandson  of  Alfred)^ 
ihey  rose  soon  after  his  accession,  and  once  more  tried  the  fortune  of 
war  with  the  Saxons,  but  after  two  or  three  most  obstinate  and 
sanguinary  battles,  they  were  humbled  and  apparently  crushed, 
were  condemned  to  pay  a  heavy  pecuniary  fine,  and  Northumbria  was 
incorporated  with  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  much  more  completely  than 
it  had  hitherto  been ;  the  royal  title  was  abolished,  and  the  adminis* 
tration  put  into  the  hands  of  an  earl  appointed  by  the  king.  Edred 
died  (A.  D.  955)  soon  after  the  reduction  of  Northiunbria. — Pict. 
Eigi.Eng. 

948. — King  Edred,  who  was  also  a  brother  of  Athelstan,  visited  the 
tomb  of  St.  Cuthbert,  at  OhesterJe-Street,  and  offered  divers  gifts 
worthy  of  a  king.— ifertW*  St.  Cuth. 

993. — A  Danish  host  landed  in  the  North,  and  took  Bamborough 
Castle  by  storm.  Three  chiefs  of  Danish  origin,  who  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  command  the  natives,  threw  down  the  standard  of  Ethelred, 
and  ranged  themselves  under  the  raven.  All  through  Northumbria  the 
Danish  settlers  gradually  either  joined  their  still  Pagan  brethren  from 
the  Baltic,  or  offered  them  no  resistance. — Pict.  ffist.  Eng. 

995. — Northumberland  was  again  plundered  by  the  Danes,  the  city 
and  oastle  of  Bambrough  were  burned ;  and  Aldhune  with  his  ecclesi- 
astics determining  to  escape  the  storm  by  flight,  deserted  Chester, 
and  retired  with  the  holy  relics  to  the  monastery  of  Bippon,  which 
became  their  resting  place  for  a  few  months,  until  the  Danes  had 
departed,  when  they  set  out  on  their  return  to  their  forsaken  church. 
That  church,  however,  was  built  of  wood ;  it  had  stood  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  years,  and  must,  therefore,  have  beep  in  a  state  of  dilap- 
idation ;  and,  besides,  its  situation  was  defenceless.  Is  It,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  wanderers  should  wish  for 
a  new  church,  of  more  durable  materials-— in  a  situation  more  capable 
of  defence  during  such  an  emergency  as  had  driven  them  from  home — 
and  poasessing  more  of  natural  dignity  than  the  level  uninteresting 
plain  of  Chester !  If  the  truth  could  be  ascertained,  it  would  perhaps 
be  found  that,  from  such  motives  as  these,  the  monks,  when  on  their 
journey  homewards,  and  probably  after  a  minute  examination  of  the 
place,  determined  to  settle  at  Durham,    And  who  would  venture  to 
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impugn  their  judgment  or  their  taate  ?  A  different  reaaoD,  however, 
is  Ebseigned  by  the  monkish  HistorianB,  by  whom  we  are  told  that,  on 
their  return  from  Rippon,  the  proceseioii  halted  at  Wredelaw,  gener- 
ally supposed  to  be  the  lofty  eminence  of  WardonJaw,  five  miles 
distant  from  the  eastern  coast,  and  commanding  a  Full  prospect  of  the 
fertile  vale  of  the  Wear.  At  this  spot  the  ark  which  coot^ned  the 
body  of  St.  Cuthbert  became  suddenly  immoveable,  and  it  was  only  on 
the  third  day,  after  a  solemn  fast  and  supplication,  that  the  Saint 
communicate<l  his  pleasure  in  vision  to  a  monk  named  Eadmer.  com- 
manding that  their  course  should  be  directed  towards  Dunholme, 
where  hb  church  was  in  future  to  find  a  secure  estaHishment. 


ir  3t,  COTHBER'Ta  Hiucs. 


When  the  monks  pitched  their  tent  on  the  summit  of  the  hill  at  Dur- 
ham, there  were  a  few  cottages  on  its  sides  occupied  by  rustics  employed 
in  reducing  its  romantic  neighbourhood  into  a  state  of  cultivation.  The 
trees  on  the  summit  of  the  hill  had  been  already  felled,  and  com  was 
growing  on  the  ground ;  but  the  banks  of  the  river  were  still  fringed 
with  thick  wood,  which  the  axe  of  the  essarting  settler  had  not  assailed. 
A  temporary  resting-place  for  the  ark  of  St.  Cuthbert  was  the  first 
object  of  the  bishop  and  his  clergy.     Symeon,  the  historian,  states  that 
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a  small  church  made  of  branches  of  trees,  was  the  first  to  receive  the 
treasure.  The  same  author,  however,  in  another  place,  expressly 
states,  that  even  this  first  structure  was  of  stone ;  and  that,  almost 
immediately  afterwards,  another  small  fabric,  of  the  same  material, 
called  The  White  Churchy  was  erected  for  the  same  temporary  purpose. 
In  the  mean  time  were  laid  the  foundations  of  a  cathedral  worthy  of 
so  opulent  a  see,  so  rich  in  relics,  and  so  blessed  with  a  saint ;  and, 
in  three  years,  the  work  was  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the  west- 
em  tower ;  Ugthred,  the  earl,  and  the  whole  population  of  Northum- 
berland, from  the  Tees  to  the  Coquet,  lending  a  helping  hand. 
Aldhune  dedicated  his  new  fabric  on  the  fourth  of  September,  999, 
having  previously  placed  the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert  in  a  shrine  within 
its  widls.  Eadmund,  the  successor  of  Aldhune  completed  the  western 
tower. — Suriees.    Baine's  Dur,  Cath. 

1009. — ^About  this  period  Sweyne,  king  of  Denmark,  sailed  up  the 
Humber  with  a  numerous  and  splendid  fleet,  and  landed  as  near  as 
he  could  to  the  city  of  York.  His  followers  marched,  escorted  by  fire 
and  sword,  their  ordinary  satelites,  and  were  at  once  joined  by  the  men 
of  Northumbria. — Pict.  Hist.Eng, 

1015. — The  Danes  besieged  Bamborough  Castle,  which  they  took 
and  pillaged. — Local  Bee, 

1018. — A  most  decisive  battle  was  fought  at  Carham,  between  the 
Scots  and  English,  in  which  the  former  were  victorious,  and  almost  all 
the  fighting  men  between  Tees  and  Tweed  were  cut  off,  with  their 
chieftains.  The  death  of  bishop  Aldhune  is  attributed  to  violent 
grief,  conceived  on  the  unfortunate  event  of  this  conflict,  which,  as 
Symeon  the  historian  informs  us,  was  predicted  by  a  comet  which 
appeared  for  thirty  nights. — Redpath.    Suriees. 

1020. — Eadmund,  a  secular  priest  of  noble  birth,  was  promoted  to 
the  vacant  see  of  Durham  by  accident.  Casually  entering  the  church 
whilst  the  monks  were  hesitating  in  the  choice  of  a  successor  to  Ald- 
hune, he  carelessly  exclaimed,  "  Why  then  cannot  you  make  me 
bishop  r*  The  inadvertent  expression  was  adopted  by  the  perplexed 
ecclesiafitics  as  the  effect  of  inspiration ;  Eadmund,  very  much  to  his 
surprize,  was  elected  by  common  consent,  and  an  appeal  to  the  miracu- 
lous shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert  confirmed  the  decision. — Surtees. 

1040. — The  city  of  Durham  resisted  an  assault  of  the  Scots  under 
Duncan.  Symeon  says  they  lost  most  of  their  troops ;  and  adds, 
that  the  heads  of  several  of  their  leaders  were  exposed  on  poles  in  the 
market  place.  He  also  informs  us,  that  at  this  period  JElfred,  a 
monk  of  the  convent,  travelled  into  Northumberland  and  collected 
from  various  churches  and  monasteries  the  most  valuable  relics  of 
the  Saints  and  Conressors  of  the  northern  church,  in  order  to  their 
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translation  to  Durham.  He  also  removed  the  remains  of  the  venerable 
Bede  from  Jarrow,  and  deposited  them  within  the  shrine  of  St.  Guth- 
bert. — Surtees. 

1046. — About  this  period  Egelric,  who  succeeded  to  the  bishoprick, 
A.D.  1042,  in  removing  the  foundation  of  the  old  wooden  church  of 
Chester,  which  he  had  intended  to  rebuild  with  stone,  discovered  a 
large  treasure,  which,  appropriating  to  his  own  use,  he  transmitted  to 
the  Abbey  of  Peterborough,  and  soon  after  retired  thither  himself. 
Being  charged  by  the  ecclesiastics  of  Durham  with  embezzling  the 
treasures  of  the  Church,  he  was  sent  for  to  London,  where  he  died  in 
confinement. — Ibid. 

1054. — Siward,  the  great  earl  of  Northumbria,  made  an  expedition 
into  Scotland  to  assist  in  seating  his  relation  Prince  Malcolm,  the  son 
of  the  late  king  Duncan,  upon  the  throne  of  that  country,  which  had 
been  usurped  by  Duncan'^s  murderer  Macbeth.  In  this  enterprise, 
and  before  it  was  crowned  with  success,  Osbeme,  the  elder  son  of 
Siward,  was  slain.  Checking  his  natural  emotions,  the  old  earl  asked 
how  the  young  man  had  fallen  ;  and  being  told  that  he  had  received 
all  his  wounds  in  front,  like  a  brave  man,  he  said  he  was  satisfied,  and 
wished  no  better  death  for  himself.  He  did  not,  however,  die  in  battle, 
nor  would  he  die  in  his  bed, — a  death  he  held  to  be  dishonourable. — 
Soon  after  his  return  from  Scotland  he  was  attacked  by  a  fatal  disor- 
der. As  he  felt  his  end  approaching  he  said  to  his  attendants,  ^^  Lift 
me  up,  that  I  may  die  on  my  legs,  like  a  soldier,  and  not  crouching, 
like  a  cow  !  Dress  me  with  my  coat  of  mail, — cover  my  head  with  my 
helmet, — ^put  my  shield  on  my  left  arm,  and  my  battle-axe  in  my  right 
hand,  that  I  may  die  under  arms  V^*  Siward,  who  was  a  Dane,  either 
by  birth  or  near  descent,  was  much  beloved  by  the  Northumbrians, 
who  were  themselves  chiefly  of  Danish  extraction.  They  called  him 
SigwardrDigr^  or  Siward  the  Strong,  and  many  years  after  his  death 
they  showed,  with  pride,  a  rock  of  solid  granite  which  they  pretended 
he  had  split  in  two  with  a  single  blow  of  his  battle-axe.  The  good 
Siward  was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  Northumbria  by  Tostig, 
the  brother  of  the  great  Earl  Harold. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

1063. — The  Northumbrians  under  Tostig,  acted  in  concert  with 
Harold  against  the  turbulent  Welsh,  by  employing  a  fleet  along  the 
coast,  by  accoutring  his  troops  with  light  helmets,  targets,  and  breast- 
pieces  made  of  leather  (instead  of  their  usual  heavy  armour),  in  order 
that  they  might  be  better  able  to  follow  the  fleet-footed  Welsh. 
They  gained  a  succession  of  victories,  and  finally  reduced  the  moun- 
taineers to  such  dispair  that  they  decapitated  their  king,  Griflith,  and 

*  Hen.  Hunt^Higden. 
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sent  his  bleeding  head  to  their  conquerors,  as  a  peace-offering  and 
token  of  submission. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

1063. — About  this  period,  Earl  Tostig  and  his  wife,  presented  to 
the  church  of  Durham,  a  large  crucifix  enriched  with  gold  and  jewels. 
— Surtees. 

1065. — A  general  rising  of  the  Northumbrians,  against  the  authority 
and  person  of  Tostig,  was  provoked  by  the  rapacity,  tyranny,  and 
cruelty  of  his  behaviour.  The  insurgents — ^the  hardiest  and  most 
warlike  men  of  the  land — ^marched  upon  York,  where  their  obnoxious 
governor  resided.  Tostig  fled  like  a  coward ;  his  treasury  and 
armoury  were  pillaged,  and  two  hundred  of  his  body-guard,  the  tools 
of  his  tyranny,  were  massacred  in  cold  blood  on  the  banks  of  the  Ouse. 
The  Northumbrians,  then,  despising  the  weak  authority  of  the  king, 
determined  to  choose  an  earl  for  themselves  ;  and  their  choice  fell  on 
Morcar,  one  of  the  sons  of  Earl  Algar,  the  old  enemy  of  Harold  and 
his  family.  Morcar,  whose  power  and  influence  were  extensive,  readily 
accepted  the  authority  offered  him,  and,  gathering  together  an  armed 
host,  he  not  only  took  possession  of  the  great  northern  earldom,  but 
advanced  to  Northampton,  with  an  evident  intention  of  extending  his 
power  towards  the  South  of  England.  But  here  he  was  met  by  the 
active  and  intrepid  Harold,  who  had  never  yet  returned  vanquished 
from  a  field  of  battle.  Before  drawing  the  sword  against  his  own 
countrymen,  the  son  of  Godwin  proposed  a  conference.  This  was 
accepted  by  the  Northumbrians,  who,  at  the  meeting,  exposed  the 
wrongs  they  had  suffered  from  Tostig,  and  the  motives  of  their  insur- 
rection. Harold  endeavoured  to  palliate  the  faults  of  his  brother,  and 
promised,  in  his  name,  better  conduct  for  the  future,  if  they  would 
receive  him  back  as  their  earl  lawfully  appointed  by  the  king.  But 
the  Northumbrians  unanimously  protested  against  any  reconciliation 
with  the  chief  who  had  tyrannized  over  them.  "  We  were  bom  free 
men,"  said  they,  "  and  were  brought  up  in  freedom ;  a  proud  chief  is 
to  us  unbearable — for  we  have  learned  from  our  ancestors  to  live  free, 
or  die.""  The  crimes  of  Tostig  were  proved,  and  Harold,  giving  up 
hisbrother^s  cause  as  lost,  agreed  to  the  demands  of  the  Northumbrians, 
and,  with  the  consent  of  the  king,  the  appointment  of  Morcar  as  earl 
was  confirmed. — Pict.  Hut.  Eng. 

1066. — Tostig,  the  unnatural  brother  of  Harold,  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  Northumbria,  went  to  Norway  and  invited  Hardrada,  the 
king  of  that  country,  to  invade  England.  Hardrada,  who  was  power- 
ful, warlike,  and  ambitious,  could  not  resist  the  temptation,  and  early 
in  autumn  he  set  sail  with  a  formidable  fleet,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
war-ships,  and  three  hundred  store-ships,  and  vessels  of  smaller  size. 
With  these  he  sailed  up  the  Tyne,  taking  and  plundering  several  towns. 
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He  then  continued  his  course  Bouthwords,  and  being  joined  by  Tostig, 
sailed  up  the  Humber  and  the  Ouse. — Piet.  Hist.  Enff. 

106S. — Northumberland  was  invaded,  and  the  town  of  Monkchester 
taken  by  Edgar  Etheling,  heir  to  the  crown  of  England,  together  with 
Malcolm,  king  of  Scotland,  and  some  Danish  pirates,  whom  William 
the  Conqueror  encountered  in  person,  and  overthrew  on  Gateehead 
Fell.  Having  recovered  Monkchester,  King  William  is  said  to  have 
laid  it  almost  level  with  the  ground,  to  prevent  its  becoming  in  future 
an  asylum  to  his  enemies. — Brand. 

1068. — At  this  period,  it  has  been  ascerttuned.  Sir  John  Mitford 
wae  in  possession  of  Mitford  Castle,  Northumberland.  The  origin  of 
this  building  is  involved  in  obscurity :  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
erected  a  short  time  previous  to  the  conquest,  bat  neither  its  date 
nor  its  first  owner  is  known. —  Border  Antiq. 


MirroBD  Castle. 


1069. — The  king,  in  order  to  bring  the  Northumbrians  to  a  more 
perfect  obedience  than  they  had  hitherto  yielded,  entrusted  to  Robert 
Comyn,  a  Norman  noble,  the  task  of  their  entire  subjugation.  On  the 
confines  of  the  bishopric  he  was  met  by  the  prelate  Egilwin,  who  is 
said  to  have  warned  him  of  the  turbulent  state  of  the  people,  and  of 
the  danger  of  farther  irritation  by  any  additional  acta  of  severity. 
The  haughty  soltiier  listened  to  the  admonition  with  contempt,  and, 
punishing  with  death  several  of  the  peasantry  who  had  insulted  or 
interrupted  his  march,  entered  the  city  of  Durham  witJi  seven  hundred 
troops,  and,  in  full  confidence  of  hia  strength,  permitted  them  to  di>- 
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perse  tiiomselves  in  parties  amongst  the  inhabitants.  The  dawn  of 
day  discovered  to  the  Normans  the  walls  of  the  city  surrounded  by 
the  enraged  peasantry :  the  gates  were  forced  open,  the  soldiery  scat- 
tered in  quarters  were  overpowered  and  slaughtered,  and  Gomyn  with 
his  immediate  attendants  perished  in  the  flames  of  a  building  which 
they  had  obstinately  defended.  The  blazing  pile  communicated  with 
the  cathedral ;  the  western  tower  was  observed  to  have  caught  the 
flames ;  and  it  was  only  to  the  sudden  or  miraculous  shifting  of  the 
wind  to  the  East  that  the  structure  owed  its  preservation. 

The  outrage  that  had  been  perpetrated  was  not  suffered  to  pass  with 
impunity.  William,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  advanced  in  person  to 
chastise  the  rebellious  Province.  From  York  to  Durham,  a  tract  of 
sixty  miles,  the  march  of  the  Norman  army  was  traced  in  characters 
of  blood ;  the  inhabitants  were  devoted  to  indiscriminate  slaughter ; 
the  villages  were  left  smoking  in  ashes ;  and  even  the  convents  and 
monajsteries  were  involved  undistinguished  in  the  common  destruction. 
"  It  was  a  horrid  spectacle,"  says  Roger  Hoveden,  "  to  see  on  the 
high  roads  and  public  places,  and  at  the  doors  of  houses,  human  bodies 
eaten  up  by  worms,  for  there  remained  no  one  to  cover  them  with  a 
Gttle  earth."*^  The  fields  in  culture  were  burned,  and  the  cattle  and 
the  com  in  bams  carried  off  by  the  conquerors,  who  made  a 
famine  where  they  could  not  maintain  themselves  by  the  sword. 
The  ecclesiastics  of  Durham  escaped  the  storm  by  flight :  directing 
their  course  Northwards,  they  halted  successively  at  Jarrow,  Bedling- 
ton,  and  Tughall,  and  on  the  fourth  evening  reached  in  safety  the  isle 
of  Lindisfame.  At  the  time  of  their  arrival  on  the  opposite  coast,  ac- 
cording to  Symeon,  it  was  high  flood  :  the  waves  opened,  and  afforded 
them  a  miraculous  passage  to  the  island.  After  the  retreat  of  the 
Normans,  glutted  with  spoil  and  vengeance,  the  ecclesiastics  prepared 
for  their  return,  through  scenes  which  at  every  footstep  presented 
traces  of  destmction — ^the  country  lay  waste  and  desolate ;  the  Mon- 
astery of  Jarrow  had  been  fired,  and  the  treasures  which  in  the  pre- 
cipitancy of  flight  were  left  at  Durham  had  been  plundered  and  pro- 
faned. The  massy  crucifix  given  by  earl  Tostig  was  thrown  from  the 
high  altar,  broken,  and  robbed  of  its  gold  and  jewels. — Surtees. 

1070. — The  royal  troops  were  scarce  withdrawn,  when  Malcolm, 
king  of  Scots  penetrated,  at  the  head  of  a  marauding  army,  into 
Oeveland  and  the  bishopric,  carried  desolation  down  the  course  of  the 
Tees,  and  burned  the  towns  and  monasteries  of  Hartlepool  and  Wear- 
mouth. — Ibid. 

The  same  year  Monkchester  had  a  second  visit  from  William  the 
Gonqneror,  who  marched  through  it  on  his  route  to  Scotland,  with  a 
numerous  army. — Brand, 

G 
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1070. — The  chapel  at  Tughall,  Northumberland,  is  suppcNsed  to  have 
been  built  this  year.  It  is  at  present  in  ruins ;  but  when  it  stood,  it 
constituted  a  chapel  of  ease  to  Bamborough.  Respecting  this  building 
the  Rev.  James  Baine  says,  "  From  its  present  remains  I  know  of  no 
ecclesiastical  structure  in  all  Northumberland,  which  has  pretensions 
to  higher  antiquity.  One  single  feature  is  sufficient  to  prove  this. 
The  nave  and  chancel  are  seperated  from  each  other  by  a  Norman 
arch,  slightly  ornamented ;  and  the  latter  is  not  only  semicircular,  but 
covered  above-head,  curving  to  the  top  of  the  dividing  arch,  so  as 
strictly  to  resemble  a  large  oven.'"' — Baine's  Nor.  Dur. 

1071. — The  king  having  deprived  Osulph  of  the  earldom  of  Northum- 
berland, and  conferred  it  on  Copsi,  the  uncle  of  earl  Tostig,  Osulph, 
obliged  to  take  shelter  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  collected  round 
him  a  band  of  men  in  the  like  desperate  circumstances.  With  these 
desperadoes,  he  beset  an  house  at  Newbum,  where  Gopsi  was  feasting, 
and  pursuing  him  to  the  church,  to  which  he  had  fled  as  a  sanctuary, 
and  which  his  pursuers  inmiediately  set  on  fire,  he  was  slain  by  Osulph 
in  the  entrance  of  it.  This  happened  on  the  11th  of  March,  in  the 
fifth  week  after  Copsi  was  made  earl.  In  the  foUowing  autumn  Osulph 
received  a  mortal  wound,  by  the  lance  of  a  robber,  whom  he  had 
rashly  attacked. — Bidpath. 

1072. — William  the  Conqueror  passed  again  through  Monkchester, 
on  his  way  to  Scotland  ;  on  this  occasion,  his  enemy,  king  Malcolm, 
met  him  at  Berwick,  and  paid  him  homage.  On  his  way  home,  the 
king,  it  appears,  thought  fit  to  sojourn  for  a  while  at  Durham,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  the  castle.  The  length  of  his  stay  is  no  where  spe- 
cified ;  but  during  its  continuance  he  made  diligent  enquiry  with 
reference  to  the  body  of  St.  Outhbert,  whether  it  really  rested  at 
Durham  or  not.  His  question  was  answered  in  the  affirmative,  not 
by  one,  but  by  all  the  members  of  the  church,  and  their  affirmation  was 
conveyed,  not  in  words  alone,  but  in  oaths.  Still  he  was  slow  in 
belief,  and  having  with  him  bishops  and  abbots  to  obey  his  command, 
he  at  length  determined  to  be  satisfied  with  regard  to  the  truth  or 
falsehood  of  the  assertion  ;  and  more  than  this,  he  openly  avowed  his 
intention  of  putting  to  the  sword  the  dignitaries  and  elders  of  the 
church  if  the  body  should  not  be  found.  Fear  fell  upon  them  all,  and 
in  their  distress  they  prayed  the  Almighty,  by  the  merits  of  St. 
Outhbert,  to  shew  them  his  mercy.  The  festival  of  All  Saints,  the  day 
appointed  for  the  inspection,  had  arrived,  and  the  bishop  had  begun 
the  mass,  when  the  king  was  seized  with  a  violent  fever,  of  so  withering 
a  nature,  that  he  hastily  rushed  out  of  the  church  without  having 
effected  his  purpose,  and  turning  his  back  upon  a  splendid  banquet 
which  was  awaiting  him,  mounted  his  horse,  and  never  once  drew  his 
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bridle  until  he  had  crossed  the  Tees,  and  had  left  behind  him  the 
territory  of  the  Saint. — Brand.    Raines  St,  Cuth. 

The  see  of  Durham,  after  a  vacancy  of  one  year,  by  the  resignation 
of  Egilwin,  was  conferred  by  the  king  on  Walcher,  a  noble  native  of 
Lorraine,  distinguished  by  the  fame  of  sanctity  and  learning. — Surtees. 

1074. — ^Aldwin,  a  Mercian  monk,  with  two  associates,  determined  to 
visit  the  ruined  kingdom  of  Northumberland,  the  early  seat  of  monastic 
piety  and  learning.  The  wanderers  first  sat  down  at  Monkehester 
(afterwards  Newcastle)  ;  but  Walcher,  bishop  of  Durham,  persuaded 
the  distinguished  strangers  to  remove  under  his  jurisdiction,  and 
assigned  them  the  sacred  spot  of  Jarrow  for  a  residence ;  the  whole  of 
which  is  represented  at  this  time  as  being  in  ruins;  but  the  new 
possessors  contrived  to  place  a  rude  roof  of  logs  and  straw  thatch  upon 
the  naked  walls,  and  raised  for  themselves  a  few  poor  huts  under  shel- 
ter of  the  building.  Here  their  exemplary  austerity,  abstinence, 
patience,  and  self-denial  attracted  a  vast  influx  of  persons  of  all  ranks ; 
and  the  delighted  bishop  gave  them  in  frank  possession,  Gyrwy,  which 
it  seems  they  at  first  held  but  as  tenants  at  will,  Preston,  Monkton, 
Hedworth,  Hebbum,  Westoe,  and  Horton.  Waltheof,  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, gave  them  also  the  church  at  Tinmouth,  with  all  its 
lands  and  possessions,  together  with  the  body  of  St.  Oswin.  The  house 
of  Jarrow  being  thus  so  amply  endowed.  Aid  win  began  rebuilding  the 
church,  and  the  monastery  was  soon  populous  enough  to  throw  off 
colonies ;  and  whilst  Reinfred  migrated  to  Whitby,  Aldwin  himself 
moved  northwards,  and  sat  down  amongst  the  ruins  of  Melros. — 
Macienzie's  Dur. 

1079. — In  the  autumn,  Malcolm,  the  Scottish  king,  overran  the 
county  of  Northumberland  as  far  as  the  Tyne,  making  havock  every 
where  with  fire  and  sword,  and  carrying  home  many  captives  and  much 
booty. — Bidpath. 

1080. — Walcher,  bishop  of  Durham,  who  had  also  received  from  the 
king  the  earldom  of  Northumberland,  though  himself  a  pious,  learned, 
and  good  man,  was  unhappy  in  the  choice  of  his  ministers  and  favour- 
ites, the  archdeacon  Leofwin,  and  Gilbert,  Walcher''s  kinsman,  by 
whom  the  extensive  powers  with  which  he  was  invested  as  earl  and 
prelate  were  by  no  means  exercised  with  moderation  or  discretion. 
The  former  plundered  the  treasures  of  the  church,  and  the  country 
groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  the  latter.  Liulph,  a  Saxon  noble,  con- 
nected with  the  blood  of  Siward  and  Gospatric,  and  not  less  popular 
from  his  virtues  than  from  his  rank,  shared  the  confidence  of  the  pre- 
late, to  whom  he  had  dared  to  remonstrate  against  the  oppressive 
measures  of  his  officers  :  he  soon  after  fell  a  sacrifice  to  their  revenge, 
together  with  a  part  of  his  family,  by  nocturnal  assassination.     His 
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death  raUed  the  irritation  of  the  people  to  its  highest  pitch,  and  the 
impunity  of  his  murderers  caused  the  bishop  to  be  regarded  as  the  tacit 
author  of  the  crime.  With  a  view  of  appeasing  the  popular  feeling, 
Walcher  appointed  a  general  council  or  assembly  to  be  held  at  Gates- 
head, whither,  confiding  either  in  his  innocence  or  the  sanctity  of  his 
character,  he  imprudently  trusted  himself  with  a  slender  body  of  attend- 
ants, but  the  hour  of  concilliation  was  past,  and  the  offer  of  deliyering 
up  to  justice  offenders  already  in  the  power  of  the  enraged  populace  was 
treated  with  contempt.  The  barbarous  cry  of  '^  Good  rede^  short  rede^ 
dea  ye  the  Bishop^^  echoing  on  eveiy  side,  was  the  signal  of  a  general 
assault.  The  few  attendant  guards  were  overpowered  and  murdered. 
The  church  afforded  a  temporary  refuge,  but  the  avenues  were  beset, 
and  every  one  who  ventured  forth  to  address  the  populace  in  terms  of 
conciliation  fell  successively  the  victim  of  theur  fury.  The  building 
was  at  length  fired ;  and  Walcher  in  avoiding  the  flames  met  his  fate 
from  the  swords  of  his  rebellious  vassals.  His  death  did  not  satiate 
their  revenge,  his  body,  mangled  and  insulted,  was  found  naked  on  the 
spot  by  the  monks  of  Jarrow,  who  conveyed  it  by  water,  first  to  their 
own  monastery,  and  after  to  Durham,  where  it  was  privately  buried 
in  the  cathedral.  The  insurgents  attempted  to  surprise  the  castle  of 
Durham,  but  after  remaining  in  possession  of  the  city  four  days,  were 
obliged  to  disperse,  and  avoid  by  flight  the  impending  storm  of  venge- 
ance. At  this  unhappy  period  the  people  were  first  goaded  to  outrage 
by  severity  and  oppression,  and  afterwards  punished  with  indiscriminate 
and  unfeeling  barbarity.  The  death  of  Walcher  awakened  once  more 
the  jealousy  of  the  Norman  tyrant ;  he  entrusted  to  one  bishop  die 
office  of  avenging  another.  His  half-brother,  Odo,  the  fierce  bishop 
of  Bayeux,  marched  to  Durham  with  a  numerous  army,  and  finding 
no  force  on  foot  to  resist  him,  again  ravaged  the  unfortunate  pro- 
vince, and  confounded  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  in  the  undistin* 
guishing  severity  of  military  execution. — Sufiees.    Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

1080. — William  de  Garileph  was  nominated  bishop  of  Durham,  and 
was  consecrated  at  Gloucester  on  the  3rd  of  January  1082,  by  Thomaa 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  presence  of  the  king  and  the  assem- 
bled prelates  of  the  realm.  His  talents  and  learning  acquired  him  the 
confidence  of  his  sovereign,  and  the  office  of  chief  justice  of  England ; 
and  his  influence  was  exerted  in  restoring  rest  and  peace  to  the  dis- 
tracted province  over  which  he  presided.  On  the  accession  of  Bufus, 
Garileph  was  included  in  the  list  of  Norman  nobles  who  declared  for 
the  preferable  claim  of  Robert,  eldest  son  of  the  Conqueror.  On  the 
suppression  of  the  insurrection  the  bishop  fled  into  Normandy,  but  was 
restored  to  his  see  in  1091. — Burtees. 
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HOUGH  historians  are  not  all  decided  as  to  the 
identical  founder  of  the  castle  at  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  yet  all  a^p-ee  in  assigning  it  to  one  of  the 
sons  of  William  the  Conquerer ;  some  having  con- 
sidered it  as  the  work  of  William  II.,  and  others 
as  that  of  Bobert   Curthose,  his  elder  brother. 
The  majority  of  those  who  have  best  investigated 
iixG  subject,  agree,  however,  in  its  having  been  erected  mider  the  super- 
int^idenoe  of  Gurthose,  A.  D.  1080,  in  which  year  he  was  commission- 
ed to  ctMiduct  an  expedition  into  Scotland  against  king  Malcolm.    On 
this  oocauon  he  marched  his  army  as  far  as  Egglesbreth,  and  having 
met  with  no  opposition,  turned  back  to  Newcastle,  where  he  remained 
ibr  sometime  stationed  to  be  in  readiness  if  any  hostile  demonstrations 
in  the  north  required  to  be  suppressed.  These  circumstances  are  thought 
to  strongly  favour  the  opinion  that  this  prince  was  authorized  by  his 
&ther  to  construct  this  strong  work  in  order  to  secure,  at  all  times, 
the  military  pass  of  the  Tyne  when  any  of  those  sudden  insurrectionaiy 
movementB,  to  which  Scotland  was  much  addicted,  might  demand  the 
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presence  of  an  axmy.  The  walls  of  the  castle  inclosed  an  area  of  more 
than  three  acres.  The  keep  or  great  tower  was  strengthened  on  the 
south  and  west  sides  with  a  second  wall,  in  which  were  one  large  gate- 
way and  two  posterns.  The  entrance  into  the  keep  is  by  a  flight  of 
steps  on  the  outside  to  the  second  story :  a  circular  stair-case,  in  the 
south-east  comer,  leads  down  to  the  great  hall,  and  below  it  to  the 
dungeon,  a  ground-floor  apartment,  twenty-five  feet  six  inches  long, 
by  twenty  feet  nine  inches  wide,  formerly  used  as  the  county  prison. 
A  correct  representation  of  this  apartment  is  given  in  the  initial  let- 
ter on  the  preceding  page.  The  height  of  the  tower  from  the  ground, 
on  the  outside,  to  the  top  of  the  lowest  battlements,  exceeds  ninety- 
seven  feet ;  and  the  square  area  on  which  the  fortress  stands,  measures 
seventy-six  by  sixty-six  feet.  The  walls  have  chambers  within  them, 
and  are,  at  the  bottom,  seventeen  feet  thick ;  and,  at  the  top,  four- 
teen. On  the  head  of  the  outside  staircase  is  a  small  oratory,  and 
beneath  it  the  king'^s  chapel,  a  place  of  very  rich  Norman  architecture. 
This  castle,  after  being  the  temporary  residence  of  kings,  and  enumer- 
ating amongst  its  constables  some  of  the  most  illustrious  names,  is 
described,  in  1590,  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  thieves  and  vagabonds, 
flying  from  the  justice  of  the  town.  In  1605,  it  was  so  completely 
stripped  of  its  splendour,  as  to  be  let  to  the  incorporated  company  of 
tailors,  for  what  purpose  is  not  known,  for  the  paltry  sum  of  forty 
shillings  a-year.  While  the  free  burgesses  assumed  ix>  themselves  the 
exclusive  right  of  carrying  on  trade  and  manufactories  in  the  town, 
the  Castle-garth  continued  the  resort  of  pedlars,  glovers,  and  chap- 
men of  various  descriptions,  and  is,  even  to  this  day,  the  rag  fair 
of  the  town. — Picture  of  N ewe, 

1082. — William  Garileph,  bishop  of  Durham,  ejected  the  secular 
clergy  from  his  cathedral  of  Durham,  and  established  in  their  stead  a 
convent  of  Benedictine  monks,  collected  from  the  monasteries  of 
Wearmouth  and  Jarrow.  Upon  these  he  bestowed  the  church  of 
Lindisfame,  with  the  adjacent  viU  of  Fenham,  and  the  church  of  Nor- 
ham,  with  its  vill  of  Shoreswood.  The  prior  and  convent  of  Durham, 
immediately  after  this  grant,  established  a  cell  of  monks  from  their 
house,  upon  the  island,  and  called  the  new  settlement  no  longer 
Lindisfame,  but  Holy  Island. — Raine's  No,  Dur. 

1086. — This  year  mention  occurs  of  a  nunnery  at  Newcastle. 
Leland  says  it  was  of  the  Benedictine  order,  and  a  MS.  in  the  Bodleian 
librarary,  ascribes  its  foundation  to  a  baron  de  Hilton.  This  nunnery 
was  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  near  a  place,  which  at 
present  is  called  the  Nuns^  Gate,  from  a  gate  having  been  here  which 
led  to  the  nunnery. — Brand, 

1090. — Mowbray,  earl  of  Northumberland,  re-founded  Tynemouth 
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monastery,  and  filled  it  with  black  canons,  and,  out  of  enmity  to  the 
bishop  of  Durham,  made  it  a  eell  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Alban's. — Ibid, 

HE  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  styled  in  the  earliest 
accounts  of  it, — "The  church  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,'^  is  said  to  have  been  founded  in 
the  year  1091,  by  Osmund,  bishop  of  Salisbury. 
|]  This  Osmund,  who  was  canonized  after  his 
death,  which  happened  in  1099,  was  a  Norman 
by  birth,  came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror, 
was  created  earl  of  Dorset,  and  afterwards  made 
chancellor  of  England.  Between  the  years  1115,  and  1128,  king 
Henry  I.  appropriated  the  then  rectorial  revenues  of  the  church  of 
Newcastle,  with  those  of  other  churches  in  Northumberland,  to  the 
church  of  Carlisle,  which  grant  was  confirmed  in  the  year  1193,  by 
Hugh  Pudsey,  bishop  of  Durham,  and  ratified  by  several  subsequent 
bishops.*  The  engraving  in  the  margin  is  a  representation  of  the 
great  western  entrance  to  the  church. 

1093. — Malcolm  Canmore,  king  of  Scotland,  and  his  son  Edward, 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  entered  Northiunberland,  ravaging 
the  country  with  fire  and  sword,  but  were  both  slain  when  besieging 
Alnwick  castle,  and  a  cross  on  the  north  side  of  the  Aln,  points  out 
the  spot  where  the  king  lost  his  life.     A  monkish  chronicle  reports, 
that  the  siege  being  close  pressed  by  the  Scots,  the  garrison  were 
about  to  surrender  the  castle,  when  a  soldier  named  Hammond,  by  a 
daring  adventure,  resolved  to  attempt  its  relief.     Having  the  keys  of 
the  castle  suspended  from  the  point  of  a  spear,  he  rode  towards  the 
Scottish  camp,  pretending  that  he  came  to  deliver  them  to  the  king, 
in  token  of  the  surrender  of  the  place.     Malcolm  coming  out  of  his 
tent  to  receiver  them,  Hammond  thrust  the  point  of  his  spear  into  the 
king'^s  eye,  and  galloping  down  the  hill,  he  crossed  the  Aln,  which  was 
swollen  with  rain,  at  a  place  which  is  still  pointed  out  as  Hammond's 
Ford,  and  escaped  in  safety  to  the  castle.     Certain  old  writers,  who 
ifvathout  enquiry  adopt  legendary  tales  as  authentic  historical  narratives, 
pretend  that  this  Hammond  was  afterwards  called  Pierce-eye,  and 
that  this  was  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Percy.     This  is,  however,  a 
mere  fiction,  and  the  account  of  Malcolm  losing  his  life,  in  the  manner 
related  is  little  better.     The  bodies  of  Malcolm  and  his  son  were 
interred  in  Tynemouth  monastery.     Agnes,  the  mother  of  Margaret, 
queen  of  Scotland,  and  Christina,  her  sister,  after  Malcolm  was  killed 
at  Alnwick,  incapable  of  enjoying  society  after  that  fatal  catastrophe 

*  Brand. 
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retired  to  a  nimneiy  in  Newcastle,  and  took  the  sacred  veil. — JBamUm 
in  Norihd.    Brand. 

The  cathedral  of  Durham,  built  by  Aldhune,  which  had  stood 
scarcely  a  century,  (whether  the  amallneas  of  its  size  or  the  unfiuitable- 
ness  to  tho  stricter  rule  which  had  been  introduced  rendered  such  a 
step  necessary,)  waa  pulled  down  to  the  ground,  and  on  the  11th  or 
12th  of  August,  1093  or  1094,  for  there  is  a  doubt  with  respect  to 
the  day  and  year,  the  three  first  atones  of  the  present  church  were  laid 
with  great  ceremony,  in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  concourse  of 
people,  by  bishop  Cariloph,  Malcolm,  king  of  Scotland,  and  Turgot,  the 
prior,  a  man  of  great  learning  and  fame,  and  eventually  bishop  of  St. 
Andrew's.  A  temporary  shrine,  for  the  coffin  of  St.  Cuthbert  was 
prepared  upon  a  portion  of  the  plot  of  ground  which  now  constitutes 
the  cloister  green,  and  here  it  remained  till  the  year  1104,  when  the 
shrine  or  feretory  in  the  new  church  was  ready  for  its  reception. 
Carileph  died  in  1095. — Baine^t  Bur.  Cath. 


RUINB  or  THE  PBIOBT  OF  HOLV  iH.AND. 

1093  or  1094. — The  foundation  of  the  priory  of  Holy  Island  {i.e. 
the  building  which  is  now  so  interesting  in  decay)  was  laid.  At  all 
events,  the  ground  was  cleared  for  that  purpose  in  the  former  year. 
This  is  proved  by  charters  of  bishop  Carileph,  which  mention  the 
existence  of  a  church  there  in  1082,  and  agajn  in  10S4,  while  a  third 
dated  1093,  states  that  there  was  no  church  old  or  new  upon  the 
Island.  Previous  to  this  latter  year,  therefore,  the  old  church  had 
been  destroyed,  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  a  new  one  might  be 
erected  in  its  place.  Reginald,  the  Durham  monk,  who  wrote  in  1165, 
infonns  us  that  "  By  command  of  the  hithops  of  Durham,  there  once 
dwelt  at  Lindiefame  with  the  monks  one  of  their  own  body,  by  name 
.^Bdward,  whose  high  regard  for  religion,  whose  strict  adherence  to  the 
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rules  of  hiB  order,  and  whose  unvarying  urbanity  of  manners,  had  rendered 
him  an  universal  favourite.  He  associated  with  the  monks,  because 
he  took  an  honest  interest  in  their  pursuits,  and  felt  the  importance  of 
salutary  discipline ;  and  to  the  knights  he  had  endeared  himself  by  his 
courtesy  and  munificence.  His  main  anxiety  was  to  increase  the 
possessions  and  improve  the  buildings  of  his  church,  and  with  these 
feelings  he  erected  upon  the  island,  in  honour  of  St.  Cuthbert,  a  church 
new  from  ^foundations  which  he  finished  of  square  stone,  with  all  the 
elegance  of  workmanship.  The  stone,  of  which  there  was  a  lack  upon 
ihe  island,  was  brought  in  wains  and  carts  from  the  adjacent  coast, 
and  the  men  of  the  neighbourhood  willingly  lent  an  helping  hand. 
There  is,  indeed,  enough  of  stone  upon  the  island,  but  as  it  becomes 
cindery  by  the  spray  of  the  sea,  and  is  apt  to  break  into  small  parti- 
des,  it  would  have  been  unfit  for  so  large  a  building.  Its  fragments, 
however,  served  to  fill  the  interstices  of  the  waUs."*^  It  is  added,  that 
"  crowds  of  thirsty  labourers,  who  had  passed  over  to  the  island  with 
stones  for  the  new  building  were,  by  ^dward^s  interest  with  St.  Guth- 
bertj  enabled  to  drink  for  a  whole  day  from  a  cup  which  was  never 
once  replenished  by  mortal  hand.**^  Reginald  also  mentions  ^^the 
feeding  of  multitudes  with  bread  made  by  this  same  Edward  without 
materials.'^  In  this  last  miracle,  he  was  assisted  by  Gospatrick,  his 
steward,  who  was  alive  in  1165,  and  who  communicated  these  facts  to 
Reginald. — Maine's  Nor.  Dur, 

1095. — Mowbray,  earl  of  Northumberland,  having  raised  the  stand- 
ard of  rebellion  against  William  Bufus,  the  son  and  successor  of  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  the  king  marched  against  the  castle  of  Newcastle 
with  a  great  army,  and  took  it  after  a  short  siege,  together  with  several 
of  the  earPs  partizans.  The  earl  converted  Tynemouth  monastery  into  a 
castle  to  defend  his  treason  on  this  occasion :  thither  the  king  marched 
with  his  army  against  him,  and  after  a  siege  of  two  months,  took  the 
castle  by  storm ;  he  found  the  earl^s  brother  therein,  and  made  him 
his  prisoner.  The  king  then  marched  with  his  army  into  Northumber- 
land, and  after  taking  several  of  his  less  important  fortresses,  shut  up 
the  earl  within  the  walls  of  Bamborough  Castle.  Finding  he  could 
neither  besiege  nor  blockade  this  impregnable  place,  he  built  another 
castle  close  to  it,  in  which,  leaving  a  strong  garrison,  he  returned  to 
the  south.  The  new  castle,  which  was  hastily  constructed  of  wood,  was 
caDed  "  Malvoisin,*^  (the  bad  neighbour,)  and  such  it  proved  to  Earl 
Mowbray.  Being  decoyed  from  his  safe  retreat  by  a  feigned  offer  of 
placing  the  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  in  his  hands,  he  was  attack- 
ed by  a  large  party  of  Normans  from  Malvoisin,  who  lay  in  wait  for 
him.  The  earl,  with  thirty  horsemen,  his  only  retinue,  fled  to  the 
Monastery  of  St.  Oswin,  at  Tynemouth.    The  sanctuary  was  not  re- 
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spected ;  but  Mowbray  and  hie  few  followers  defended  it  with  despe* 
rate  valour  for  six  days,  at  the  end  of  which  the  earl,  sorely  wounded, 
was  made  prisoner.  But  Bamborough  Castle  was  even  more  valuable 
than  the  person  of  this  noble  captive,  and  the  Bed  King,  who  had  laid 
the  snare  into  which  the  earl  had  fallen,  had  also  arranged  the  plan 
upon  which  the  captors  now  acted.  They  carried  Mowbray  to  a  spot 
in  front  of  his  castle,  and  invited  his  countess,  the  fair  Matilda,  to 
whom  he  had  been  married  only  a  few  months,  to  a  parley.  When 
the  countess  came  to  the  outer  walls,  she  saw  her  husband  in  the  hands 
of  his  bitter  enemies,  who  told  her  they  would  put  out  his  eyes  before 
her  face  unless  she  instantly  delivered  up  the  castle.  It  was  scarcely 
for  woman  to  hesitate  in  such  an  alternative  :  Matilda  threw  open  the 
gates.  Within  the  walls  of  Bamborough  the  king^s  men  found  more 
than  they  expected,  for  Earl  Mowbray'^s  lieutenant  betrayed  to  them 
the  whole  secret  of  the  conspiracy,  the  object  of  which  was  to  place 
upon  the  throne  of  England,  Stephen,  Count  of  Aumale,  nephew  of  the 
Conqueror.  Earl  Mowbray  was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprison- 
ment, and  died  in  a  dungeon  of  Windsor  Castle,  about  thirty  years 
after. — Brand.    Pict.  HiM.  Eng. 

According  to  Harding,  in  his  Chronicle,  William  Bufus  not  only 
built  the  New  Castle  upon  Tyne,  but  also  fortified  the  town  by  walls ; 
whilst  Leland,  and  a  manuscript  in  the  Cotton  Library,  say  *^  that  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.  a  person  of  great  opulence  in  Newcastle  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Scots ;  and,  being  at  last  ransomed  by  a  large 
sum,  he,  first  of  all,  began  to  surround  the  town  with  waUs.  His  fel- 
low citizens  followed  his  example,  and  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  the 
whole  town  was  encompassed  with  a  very  strong  wall.*"  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  the  town  was  walled  in  the  reign  of  king  John ;  for  in 
the  charter  of  the  17th  of  his  reign  (1216),  the  walls  are  expressly 
mentioned.  The  gates  in  these  walls  were  the  Bridge-gate,  the  Close- 
gate,  the  Postem-gate,  the  West-gate,  the  New-gate,.  Pilgrim-street- 
gate,  Pandon-gate,  Wall-knoll  or  Sally-port-gate,  and  Sand-gate. 
The  walls  were  twelve  feet  high  on  the  inside,  and  eight  feet  thick ;  on 
the  outside,  their  height,  in  many  parts,  exceeded  twenty-feet  to  the 
top  of  the  battlements.  The  gates  were  also  embattled,  and  remarkable 
for  their  strength;  and  the  intervening  lines  were  commanded  by 
strong  semi-circular  towers,  each  comprising  an  upper  and  lower  apart- 
ment, with  vaulted  roofs.  Between  these  again  were  generally,  two 
square  watch  towers,  having  figures  of  watchmen  cut  in  stone  upon 
their  tops,  and  provided  with  projecting  parapets,  supported  on  corbels, 
between  which  missiles  could  be  showered  on  the  heads  of  assailants. 
The  whole  extent  of  the  walls  was,  from  end  to  end,  two  miles  and 
about  one-eighth.     The  character  of  the  town  having  latterly  become 
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•0  totally  changed  from  a  mere  garrison  to  a  first  rate  aeat  of  oom- 
merce,  great  maasea  of  the  fortifioatioiu  have  been  removed,  including 
the  whole  of  the  gates,  except  Sally-port-gate.  The  lairtr  of  these  which 
was  demolished  was  Newgate,  the  most  important  of  all  the  ancient 
gates,  both  as  regards  magnitude  and  strength.  The  main  gate  of 
this  structure,  as  it  appeared  after  the  wings  and  outworks  were  taken 
down  in  1823,  is  shewn  in  the  annexed  engraving. 


Several  towers,  and  considerable  portions  of  the  walls  still,  however, 
remain ;  and  though  much  dilapidated,  exhibit  to  the  mind  ample  evi- 
dence of  their  former  strength  and  importance :  indeed,  in  the  time  of 
Leiand,  they  are  considered  to  have  surpassed  in  perfection,  all  the  other 
fortifications  of  En^nd,  and  those  of  most  towns  on  the  continent. 

1097. — It  is  not  known  at  what  time  the  ancient  church  at  Earsdon, 
in  Northumberland,  was  built,  but  it  is  mentioned  in  this  year,  as  being 
subject  to  Tynemouth,  to  which,  with  the  manor  and  tithes  of  Earsdon, 
it  then  belonged. — Hwt.  Northd. 

1098, — Edgar,  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Malcohn  Canmore,  was 
by  the  aid  of  the  English  king,  restored  to  the  possession  of  hia 
hther^fl  throne.  This  sucoese  the  monks  of  St.  Cuthbert  ascribed  to 
the  favour  of  their  patron ;  for  they  relate,  that  as  Edgar  was  on  his 
march  towards  Scotland,  St.  Cuthbert  appeared  to  him  in  a  vision  by 
night,  promising  him  the  protection  of  heaven,  and  directing  him  to 
receive  his  banner  from  the  convent  at  Durham,  and  \a  carry  it  before 
his  army ;  assuring  him,  that  if  he  did  so,  by  the  aid  of  the  saints,  his 
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enemies  would  be  dissipated,  and  fly  before  him.  Edgar  having 
related  his  dream  to  his  miele,  Edgar  Atheling,  the  orders  of  the 
saint  were  obeyed  in  all  points,  and  followed  by  the  promised 
success.  Soon  after,  the  young  king,  in  testimony  of  his  gratitude, 
made  a  present  of  Goldingham  with  its  lands,  to  the  convent  of 
Durham.  He  also  presented  Berwick  to  bishop  Carileph.  Flam- 
bard,  successor  to  Carileph,  disregarding  the  important  gift  of 
Edgar,  made  an  irruption  into  Scotland,  during  the  absence  of 
Edgar  at  the  English  court,  and  returned  to  Durham  laden  with  the 
spoil  of  the  plundered  borderers.  This  act  of  hostility  and  ingrati- 
tude, so  exasperated  the  pious  Edgar,  that  he  not  only  complained 
to  William  Rufus,  then  king  of  England,  who  ordered  immediate 
restitution,  but  likewise  resumed  the  present  he  had  made  of  the 
town  of  Berwick  to  the  see  of  Durham. — Ridpath. 

1099. — ^After  a  vacancy  of  four  years,  Ralph  Flambard  was  appointed 
bishop  of  Durham.  During  the  episcopate  of  this  prelate,  tiie  work 
begun  by  his  predecessor  is  said  to  have  advanced  rapidly  or  slowly 
according  to  the  amount  of  altar  offerings  and  burial  fees  received  by 
the  sacrist.  St.  Guthbert  was  the  magnet  of  attraction ;  and  we  could 
enumerate  instances  of  men  divesting  themselves  of  no  small  portion  of 
their  worldly  substance,  for  the  privilege  of  being  buried  near  his 
incorruptible  remains,  which,  in  1104,  were  removed  from  the  tempo- 
rary abode  in  the  cloister  garth,  in  which  they  had  been  placed  by 
bishop  Carileph,  into  the  shrine,  or  feretory  which  it  was  intended  to 
occupy  in  the  new  cathedral,  and  beneath  the  pavement  of  which  it  was 
buried  at  the  Reformation.  Before  the  death  of  Flambard,  in  1129, 
the  nave,  with  its  aisles,  was  finished  up  to  its  vault  or  roof,  and  much 
had  been  done  in  other  places,  in  connexion  with  the  cathedral  and 
the  city  which  had  sprung  up  under  its  walls. — Bairn's  Dur.  Cath. 

1110.  (Sept.  13). — The  body  of  St.  Oswin  was  removed  from  Jar- 
row  to  the  monastery  of  Tinmouth,  which  had  been  newly  rebuilt. 
— Ldand. 

1112,  (June  11.) — The  church  of  St.  Giles,  in  Durham,  was  dedica- 
ted. At  the  south  side  of  the  altar  of  this  church  lies  a  wooden  eiBgy, 
representing  a  person  in  complete  armour.  This  figure  has  been  sup- 
posed to  represent  the  first  John  Heath,  of  Eepyer,  who  was  buried  in 
the  chancel  in  the  year  1590. — Surtsee. 

This  year,  the  hospital  of  St.  Giles,  of  Kepyer,  Durham,  was  founded 
by  Ralph  Flambard,  bishop  of  Durham,  "for  his  own  good  estate,  and 
for  the  redemption  of  the  souls  of  his  first  patrons,  king  William  who 
conquered  England,  and  Maud  his  queen ;  and  for  the  soul  of  that 
other  king  William  who  raised  him  to  the  bishopric ;  of  king  Henry, 
who  confirmed  him  in  it,  and  of  all  (Thristians  who  have  given  or  shall  give 
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alms  to  the  ohuroh  of  St.  Guthbert.^  Of  the  monastic  buildings,  the 
gate-way  only  is  left,  a  masay  pointed  arch*  with  a  groined  roof.  The 
key-8tone  of  each  groin  is  highly  ornamented  with  figures  and  foliage, 
and  each  is  pieroed  by  a  circular  opening,  through  which  a  lamp  may 
have  been  let  down  or  drawn  up  from  the  tower.  In  latter  days  the 
arch  served  as  an  entrance  to  the  mansion  of  the  Heaths  and  Coles, 
the  lay  imprppriatom  of  Eepyer,  of  whose  house  and  gardens  portions 
still  remain. — Surtees. 

1112. — ^Bishop  Flambard  built  the  city  wall  betwixt  the  castle  and 
cathedral  at  Durham,  and  erected  Framwellgate-bridge,  the  arches  of 
which  are  still  standing  in  excellent  order,  exhibiting  the  most  interest- 
ing specimen  in  the  kingdom,  of  the  bridge  architecture  of  that  early 
period. — Swrtees.    Baine. 

This  year,  Thomas,  archbishop  of  York,  placed  at  Hexham  a  prior 
and  regular  canons  of  St.  Austin ;  and  caused  the  monastic  buildings 
and  the  cathedral,  which  had  been  for  some  time  in  ruins,  to  be  again 
erected. — Border  Antiq. 

The  hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Newcastle,  is  said  to  have  been 
founded  by  king  Henry  I.  for  a  master,  brethren,  and  sisters,  to  receiye 
persons  afflicted  with  the  leprosy,  a  dreadful  contagious  disease,  which 
anciently  appears  to  have  been  very  common  in  this  kingdom.  This 
hospital  stood  between  Vine-lane  and  the  Barras-bridge.  In  1611, 
king  James  incorporated  this  hospital  with  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas 
^  Becket,  on  Tyne-bridge.  A  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  James,  which 
stood  near  the  Barras-bridge,  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  chapel 
of  this  hospital. — Brand. 

St.  Leonard'^s  hospital,  on  the  hill  above  the  village  of  Mitford,  in 
Northumberland,  was  founded  by  Sir  William  Bertram,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  I. — Local  Bee. 

1113. — ^About  this  period  (in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.),  William  de 
Bertram,  baron  of  Mitford  founded  the  priory  of  Brinkbum,  which 
he  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  and  placed  therein  a  brotherhood  of 
black  canons,  of  the  order  of  St.  Benedict.  By  this  nobleman  and  his 
son,  the  priory  was  endowed  with  extensive  possessions,  and  invested 
with  many  and  important  privileges.  At  the  time  of  the  dissolution, 
ten  canons  were  resident  here. — Bose^n  Topog. 

1121. — Norham  castle,  Northumberland,  was  first  built,  by  Balph 
Flambard,  bishop  of  Durham;  and  in  1138,  within  seventeen  years 
from  the  date  of  its  erection,  it  was  taken  by  the  Scots,  under  David  I., 
and  almost  entirely  demolished. — Bamblee  in  Northd. 

1133. — After  a  vacancy  of  five  years  from  the  death  of  Flambard, 
Galfrid  Bufus,  chancellor  of  England,  was  consecrated  bishop  of 
Durham,  on  the  6th  of  August.    The  ceremony  was  performed  at 
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York  by  archbiahop  Thurstan.  That  intereBting  and  almost  unique 
fabric,  the  chapter-house,  was  built  during  the  time  of  bishop  Rufus. 
He  hdd  the  see  till  1140.  Bishop  GkJfrid  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  first  prelate  who  exercised  the  regal  privilege  of  the  mint. — Suriees. 
Maine's  Dwr.  Catk, 

1135. — David,*  king  of  Scots,  entered  England,  and  took  Alnwick, 
Norham,  and  Newcastle.  These,  together  with  Bambrough,  which  he 
was  not  able  to  reduce,  were  the  chief  fortresses  near  the  northenv 
frontier  of  England. — Bidpaiih. 

1136,  (Feb.) — King  Stephen  came  to  Durham,  with  a  great  army, 
where  he  remained  fifteen  days,  while  David^s  head-quarters  were  at 
Newcastle,  and  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  them. — Ibid. 

1137. — ^A  monastery  was  founded  at  Bamborough  for  canons  regular 
of  the  order  of  St.  Augustine. — ffigi,  Nwrihd. 

1138. — ^The  castle  of  Morpeth  Is  of  unknown  origin,  but  that  it 
existed  previous  to  the  annexed  date  seems  certain.  John  of  Hexham 
indeed  expressly  affirms,  that  in  1138,  Banulph  de  Merlay,  a  powerful 
man  in  Northumberland,  received  into  his  protection  in  his  cattle  of 
Morpeth,  certain  monks  of  Fountains,  who  under  his  patronage, 
-founded  the  abbey  of  Newminster.  The  gateway  of  Morpeth  castle  is 
probably  the  tower  said  to  have  been  built  by  William,  the  good 
baron  of  Greystook,  who  died  in  1359.  Its  local  advantages  are  de- 
rived entirely  from  nature,  being  placed  on  a  lofty  eminence,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  town  ^  its  southern  side  is  very  steep, 
and  washed  by  the  river  Wansbeck :  the  northern  side  is  secured  by  a 
deep  valley  The  tower  is  built  of  squared  stone;  and  there  are  stairs 
in  it  ascending  to  the  top,  from  whence  there  is  a  most  delightful  pros- 
pect, overiooking  the  town  of  Morpeth,  and  the  banks  of  the  Wans- 
beck. According  to  Grose,  Morpeth  castle  was  a  place  of  strength 
as  late  as  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.,  when  it  was  occupied  by  the 
Scots  army,  who  were  driven  from  thence  by  the  marquis  of  Mon- 
trose.— HadgwfCe  Narihd,    Border  Antiq, 

1138,  (Feb.) — David,  king  of  Soots,  entered  Northumberland  on  its 
western  border ;  and  his  army,  whereof  a  great  part  was  undisciplined 
and  barbarous,  ravaged  and  desolated  with  the  fiercest  cruelty  most  of 
the  inland  parts  of  the  province  as  far  as  the  Tyne.  On  the  approach 
of  Stephen  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  to  oppose  the  invaders, 
they  abandoned  Northumberland  in  order  to  defend  their  own  terri- 
tories, and  Stephen,  after  having  burnt  and  ravaged  a  part  of  the 
Scottish  border^  on  its  Eastern,  side,  returned  hastily  into  England. 
David,  encouraged  by  Stephen^s  retreat,  again  penetrated  through  the 
eastern  parts  of  Northumberiand  and  the  bishopric  as  far  as  Durham, 
but  was  again  obliged  to  retire,  from  the  mutinous  state  of  his  maraud- 
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ing  army,  He,  however,  surprifled  the  castle  of  Norham,  and,  on 
Ihe  biahop'^B  refusing  to  purohafle  its  restitution  at  the  price  of  his 
allegiance  to  Stephen,  destroyed  the  works,  and  reduced  the  town  to 
adies.'^Bidpa^.    Surtees. 

John  of  Hesdiam,  in  his  account  of  the  evraits  of  this  year  (1138), 
says,  that  David,  king  of  Scotland,  having  raised  the  siege  df  Waiic* 
on-Tweed,  sent  before  him  his  nephew  William,  the  son  of  Duncan, 
with  a  Scottish  army  into  Northumberland,  who,  coming  to  Waredun, 
a  villagi^  boundering  on  the  territory  of  the  church  of  Hexham,  on  the 
day  of  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul  (25th  January),  sat  down  there  with 
his  forces.  But  a  certain  Scotsman,  who  was  powerful  and  wealthy 
in  his  own  country,  issuing  from  the  camp  with  his  followers,  was  seen 
to  advance  through  the  Tyne,  in  hope  of  plunder,  towards  the 
church  of  Hexham.  The  young  men  of  the  place  rushed  out  up<m 
him,  and  putting  his  followers  to  flight,  drove  him  back  severely 
wounded.  Immediately  the  whole  Scotch  army  rose  in  indignation, 
and  in  revenge  of  the  murder,  were  hastening  to  rush  upon  the  church, 
and  utterly  to  extirpate  it,  and  all  its  inhabitants ;  but  their  general, 
solicitous  to  save  the  place,  recalled  them.  On  Candlemas  day,  Feb. 
2,  David,  with  his  son,  and  all  their  forces,  arrived,  and  encamped  at 
Corbridge ;  but  during  his  continuance  there,  though  out  of  deference 
to  the  dignity  and  antiquity  of  the  church  and  all  that  fled  to  it,  he 
directed  that  no  one  should  enter  it  with  hostile  intentions ;  yet  horrid 
barbarities  were  committed  by  his  armies  through  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood. They  broke  into  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
holy  places  perpetrated  violent,  indecent,  and  abominable  crimes ;  in 
particular,  two  of  the  enemy  broke  the  door  of  the  oratory  of  St. 
Michael,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tyne,  and  carried  off  what  they 
found  in  it.  Their  punishment,  however,  pursued  them  quickly ;  for 
they  were  seized  with  madness,  and  after  roaming  for  some  time  wildly 
around,  one  of  them  mangled  himself  horribly  with  stones  and  the 
other  threw  himself  into  the  Tyne,  so  that  each  perished  by  a  disgrace^ 
ful  death. — HodgsoiCB  Northd, 

1139  (April  11th). — ^A  treaty  of  peace,  between  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  was  confirmed  at  Durham,  by  prince  Henry  and 
by  the  barons  depending  on  his  father  and  himself,  in  the  presence  of 
Maud  queen  of  England,  and  several  attendant  barons  of  the  southern 
counties.  The  conditions  of  the  peace  were,  that  Stephen  should  yield 
to  Heniy  the  earldom  of  Northumberland,  excepting  the  two  towns 
of  Newcastle  and  Bamborough ;  the  lands  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  those 
of  St.  Andrew  in  Hexhamshire.  The  king  of  Scotland  and  his  son 
engaging  during  their  lives  to  keep  peace  with  Stephen,  and  to  be 
faithful  to  him. — Bidpath. 
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1139. — The  Empreu  Maud  and  Prinoe  Henry  of  Sootl&nd,  met  in 
the  city  of  Durham,  and  signed  the  treaty  by  which  Northumberland 
was  resigned  to  Prinoe  Henry. — Sarteet. 

1139, — lathe  date  of  the  foundation  deed  of  Newmimiter  abbey, 
near  Morpeth.  Its  first  abbot  was  called  Robert ;  and,  about  the 
feast  of  Epiphany,  January  6th,  in  that  year,  he  received  benediction 
from  Geffrey,  bishop  of  Durham.  In  the  same  year  in  which  it  waa 
built,  it  was  destroyed;  and  grevious  oppressions  were  committed 
upon  it«  demesne  lands,  and  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  by  the 
army  of  David,  King  of  Scotland. — Sodgtoift  Northd. 


REH.ll.>ia  or  THE  IHBIT  AT  NKWHriOTEk. 

1140. — The  see  of  Durham  was  usurped  by  a  priest  named  William 
Cumin,(a  native  of  Scotland,  and  styled  chancellor  of  that  kingdom). 
in  whom  biahop  Galfrid  had  placed  great  confidence,  and  by  whom  that 
prelate  luul  been  attended  in  his  last  sickness.  Foreseeing  the  ap- 
proaching death  of  his  patron,  Cumin  formed  the  daring  enterprise  of 
seizing  by  violence  on  the  see,  and  having  found  means  to  gain  to  his 
party  the  immediate  attendants  on  the  bishop's  person,  and  those  to 
whom  the  custody  of  the  castle  was  committed,  he  hastily  withdrew 
into  Scotland,  to  secure  the  influence  of  Edgar  in  the  execution  of  his 
project.  Regarded  aa  a  partisan  of  the  Empress  Maud,  the  intruder 
easily  ensured  the  assistance  of  the  two  Brus's,  Baliol,  and  MoreviU, 
four  powerful  barons  of  the  bishopric,  who  had  accompanied  the  king 
of  Scotland  to  Durham.  Every  effort,  however,  to  induce  the  prior 
and  archdeacon  to  proceed  to  his  election  proved  ineffectual.     Cumin, 
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left  by  the  Scottish  monarch,  in  possesflion  of  the  temporalties  as 
guardian  for  Maude,  soon  exchanged  the  office  of  a  guardian  for  that 
of  a  tyrant.    Of  the  nobles  of  Durham,  Roger  Gonyers  of  Bishopton, 
hereditary  constable  of  the  castle,  alone  refused  to  pay  him  homage ; 
and  Banulf,  the  refractory  archdeacon,  was  driven  into  exile.     In  the 
third  year  from  the  death  of  Galfrid,  in  spite  of  the  precautions  of 
Gmnin,  some  of  the  monks  escaped  to  York,  and,  armed  with  the 
anthority  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  there  made  choice  of  William  de  St. 
Barbara,  their  dean,  who  received  consecration  at  Winchester.     He 
immediately  after  proceeded  towards  Durham,  in  the  hopes  of  Gumin^s 
submisnion,  bnt  was  obUged  by  the  forces  of  the  latter  to  seek  refuge 
in  the  church  of  St.  Gyles,  near  Kepyer,  from  whence  he  with  difficulty 
escaped.     An  accommodation  was  at  one  time  agreed  upon,  by  which 
the  bishop  was  put  in  possession  of  the  whole  of  his  territories,  with 
the  reservation  to  Gumin  of  the  castle  of  Durham,  and  a  third  of  the 
revenues  of  the  see.     New  troubles  soon  arose :  on  a  progress  into 
Northumberland,  the  prelate  was  attacked  by  the  younger  Gumin, 
nephew  to  the  intruder,  and,  taking  refuge  in  the  church  of  Jarrow, 
was  with  difficulty  saved  by  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  his  attendants. 
As  a  place  of  greater  security,  he  fled  to  the  isle  of  Lindisfame. 
Meantime  the  younger  Gumin  attempted  to  convert  into  a  fortress  the 
church  of  St.  John  of  Merrington,  but  the  design  was  frustrated  by 
the  courage  and  vigikmce  of  three  barons  of  the  bishopric,  Roger 
Gonyers^  Galfrid  d'Escolland,  and  Bertram  Bulmer.     The  monkish 
historian  adds,  that  Gumin,  the  author  of  the  sacrilege,  was  seized  on 
the  day  of  his  enterprise  with  a  sudden  and  incurable  disorder.     The 
soldiers  of  Gumin,  sallying  from  the  impregnable  fortress  of  Durham, 
spread  everywhere  terror  and  devastation.     On  such  of  their  opponents 
tm  fell  into  their  power  the  most  savage  cruelties  were  exercised,  and 
the  suburbs  of  Elvet  and  Framwell-gate,  of  which,  it  seems,  the  parti- 
zans  of  the  bishop  had  possession,  were  fired  and  reduced  to  ashes. 
Some  of  Gumin^s  prisoners  were  suspended  across  ropes,  with  heavy 
weights  attached  to  their  neck  and   feet;    others  were  repeatedly 
plunged  in  the  frozen  bed  of  the  river ;    of  others  the  naked  feet, 
protruded  through  an  aperture  in  the  wall,  were  exposed  to  all  the 
severity  of  the  night.    The  punishment  of  the  boot,  or  something 
resembling  it,  seems  to  have  been  also  inflicted.     Imprisonment,  chains, 
and  famine,  completed  the  catalogue.     The  very  name  of  Durham 
became  a  soiurce'of  terror;    and  a  place  formerly   consecrated  by 
religious  reverence,  was  feared  and  detested  as,  a  kind  of  hell  upon 
earth.      Helpless  and  dispirited,  the   prelate  retired   to   Newcastle, 
where,  or  at  Grateshead,  a  fruitless  attempt  at  accommodation  was 
undertaken,  under  the  mediation  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Scot- 
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tub  monarch.  Although  Oumin  held  the  castie,  the  oity  of  Dariunt 
appears  to  have  been  in  ihe  poflaeasitm  ot  Roger  Conjen,  w^iose  fidelity 
haa  before  been  mentioned ;  and  in  oomplianoe  with  his  adviee,  tiw 
bishop  (however  fiunt  might  be  his  hopes  of  a  favoomble  tame)  repaired 
to  Durham,  and  once  more  submitted  to  an  interview  with  the  intmder. 
But  what  was  hia  surprise,  when,  on  Altering  the  city,  he  fonnd  Ur 
haughty  adversary  awaiting  his  arrival  in  the  garb  and  attitude  ot  s 
penitent.  Prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  prelate,  tiie  sanguinary  Cumin 
testified  the  deepest  contrition  for  his  offences,  promised  restitution  to. 
every  one  according  to  bis  power,  and,  influenoed  by  whatever  motiYes 
of  penitence  or  necessity,  surrendered  without  reserve  or  stipulation 
the  whole  of  his  power  and  possessions,  oommitting  himsdf  and  his 
followers  to  the  entire  discretion  of  the  prelate,  who  imposed  on  hiM 
humbled  opponent  no  other  than  ecclenastioal  penaooe. — 8mrlM$. 

1140. — This  year,  Gospatrio  of  Newcastle,  who  was  periiaps  t^  ion 
of  Qospatric,  earl  of  Northumberiand,  who  had  been  deprived  at  that 
earldom  for  disloyalty  in  1072,  was  fined  20  marks  of  silver  for  the 
liberty  of  purging  himself  of  the  judgment  of  the  hot-iron  by  oath. 
This  was  a  kind  of  purgation  continued  even  till  the  reign  of  king 
John  and  Henry  the  Third. — Brand. 

1141. — David,  king  of  Scotltmd,  erected  a  convent  of  CSstercian 
nnns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. — lUdpath. 

1145. — The  churches  of  Eyloe,  Lowick,  Ancroft,  and  Tweedmouth, 
were  all  built  before  1145,  as  in  that  year  th^  were  confirmed  to  the 
mother  church  of  Holy  Island  by  Pope  Eugenius  the  Third. — Balmf» 
No.Dvr. 

1146. — Oabert,  the  nephew  of  bishop  Flambard,  gave  the  ohureh  of 
Middleham,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Durham,  with  the  oonsent  4^ 
WilUiun,  then  bishop.  Tradition  attributes  the  building  of  the  pretent 
structure  to  Anthony  Beck.  The  whole  building  has  had  buttrsssea, 
which  are  still  perfect,  except  those  of  the  north  aisle  where  the  wall 
was  taken  down  in  1802. — 8urtea. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


TACE  FitfrJohn,  who  became  lord  of 

wick  by  faia  muriage  with  Beatrix,  the 

E^ter  and  betreu  of  Ivo  de  Vetcy,  founded 

wiok  abbey,  for  Pnemoostratenfiian  canons, 

he  year  1147.       It  was  dedicated  by  the 

ider  "to  St.  James  and  the  Slewed  Vir^ 

"  and  amply  endowed  out  of  hii  baronial 

posseenons.     The  tythes  of  sever^  lordshipa  were  given  to  the  canons 

for  th^  table,  and  a  t^ith  part  of  all  the  venison  and  pork  killed  in 

the  park  of  Eustace.     Lord  William  de  Vesoy,  w>n  of  Eustaoe,  gave 

it  the  advowBCHis  oi  St   Diinstwi^s  io  Fleet-street,  London.     The 

annual  revenue  of  ike  priory  was  estimated  at  the  dissolution  of  the 

religious  houses,  at  nearly  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  a  princely 

inctnne,  if  the  comparative  value  of  money  be  duly  considered.     The 

only  remains  of  the  abbatioal  itruoture  are  a  gateway  and  tower, 

of  excellent  masonry.      Time,   which   destroys   the  records  of  the 

past,  has  kft  no  vestige  to  denote  the  exact  nte  of  the  abbey  church, 

or  of  its  cemetery,  where  many  of  tiie  Percy  family  are  sud  to  have 

been  interred.     The  ruins  of  the  abbey  ave  beautifully  situated  at  a 

dwrt  distMioe  west  from  ^e  town,  near  the  mai^  of  the  Aln,  whose 

winding  stream  glides  past  in  [leasing  mnrmurs;    its  banks  shaded 

with  banging  woods. — Som''$  Topog. 

1154. — Henry  IL,  who  began  his  reign  this  yew,  granted  a  weekly 
market  to  Norton,  in  the  county  of  Duriuun,  to  be  held  on  the  Sunday ! 
—Surteet. 

Hugh  Pudsey  was,  this  year,  appointed  to  the  see  of  Durham.  He 
is  ludicrously  described,  by  an  old  historian,  as  then  a  venerable  youth 
of  twenty-five.  Bishop  Pudsey  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a  chapel  for 
fonales  upon  the  ate  of  the  present  Nine  Altars,  and  had  made  con- 
oderable  prt^press  with  the  work,  when  its  marble  pillars  began  to 
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totter,  and  fissures  were  discernible  in  its  walls.     The  architect  had 
probably  not  gone  down  to  a  good  foundation,  which  might  have  been 
obtained.     The  failure,  however,  is  attributed  to  St.  Cuthbert ;  who 
finding  that  he  was  likely  to  be  so  nearly  approached  by  the  sex  he 
detested,  made  the  obnoxious  fabric  totter  to  its  base.     Pudsey, 
quietly  submitting  to  the  behest  of  his  patron  saint,   removed  his 
materials  to  the  west  end  of  the  church,  and  built  the  Galilee.    He 
also  bestowed  on  the  remains  of  the  venerable  Bede  a  splendid  shrine 
of  silver  and  gold  worthy  of  his  name,  which,  in  1S70  was  removed  from 
the  feretory  of  St.  Cuthbert  into  the  Qulilee.     The  table  upon  which 
the  precious  casket  was  placed,  was  of  blue  marble,  and  was  supported 
by  five  low  pillars  resting  upon  another  slab  beneath.     It  was  protected 
by  a  cover  of  wainscot,  "  curiously  gilt,^'  elevated,  when  necessary,  by 
means  of  a  pulley,  still  remaining  in  tiie  roof.     Beneath  the  great  west 
window,  in  the  middle  aisle,  stood  a, pulpit  of  iron,  from  which  a  monk 
preached  to  a  congregation,   chiefly  of  females,  every  Sunday  and 
holiday,  at  one  o^clock.     At  the  west  end  of  the  south  aisle  was 
erected  by  bishop  Langley,  a  font  for  the  baptism  of  the  children  of 
persons  excommunicated :  a  suitable  accompaniment  to  the  seat  of 
consistorial  judgment  hard  by,  from  which  the  thunders  of  ecclesi- 
astical law  in  those  times  issued  almost  weekly,  and  from  which,  in 
cases  of  criminal  miscondtict,  there  was  no  appeal.    And  yet  its  bolts 
were  occasionaly  set  at  defiance.    Humphrey  Lijsle,  a  Northumbrian 
gentleman,  happening  to  be  present,  in  1467,  when  the  vicar  of  Sea- 
ham  was  summoned  to  appear  in  the  GaUlee,  for  non-payment  of  his 
tenths,  compelled  the  apparitor  to  eat  the  citation,  and  ride  out  of  the 
village,  with  his  face  turned  to  the  tail  of  his  horse.     The  consistory 
court  was  held  upon  the  tomb  of  bishop  Langley,  in  the  Galilee,  until 
the  reformation,  and  afterwards  in  the  south  aisle  till  1796.    After 
the  dissolution,  the  Galilee  does  not  appear  to  have  been  used  for  any 
religious  purpose,  save  that  of  sepulture ;  but,  the  floor  having  been 
re-laid,  and  its  area  fitted  up  with  moveable  benches,  it  was*  on  Easter 
Sunday,  1828,  opened  for  Sunday  evening  service  during  the  smnmer 
months. — Maine's  Dur.  CaiL 

1155. — Mention  occurs  at  this  period,  of  the  church  of  Dalton-le- 
Dale,  in  the  county  of  Durham. — Surtees, 

1157. — ^According  to  a  MS.  chronicle  preserved  in  the  Ubrary  of 
Peter-Ho}ise,  Cambridge,  it  appears  that  some  time  in  the  year  1157, 
David  king  of  Scots  was  in  possession  of  Bamborough  castle,  and 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne :  *  and,  according  to  the  accounts  of  many  of 

* 

*  The  burrotigh  laws,  in  the  Scottish  statutes,  w^re  made  by  king  David»  and  are 
dated  at  the  New  Castell  on  the  water  of  Tyne.'—BramL 
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our  hiatoriaiu,  Malcolm,  king  of  Scot^,  that  year  eurrendered  them  to 
kin^  Henry  II. — Brand. 

1160. — The  church  at  Darlington  was  erect«d  by  bishop  Pudsey 
about  this  year ;  and  its  cost  must  have  been  great,  for  the  stone  is 
euppoiied  to  have  been  brought  from  the  quarries  of  Gookfield  Fell, 
twelve  miloB  distant.  It  stands  near  the  river  Skeme,  and  is  a  stately, 
elegant  structure,  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  from  the  centre  of  which 
rises  a  square  tower,  surmounted  by  a  lofty  and  beautiful  octagon 
B{»re. — Maekensi^t  Northd. 

The  earliest  bridge  connecting  the  old  city  of  Durham  with  the 
borough  of  Elvet,  was  built  by  bishop  Hugh  about  tiiis  year. — Swfees, 

1162. — Henry  II.  confirmed  to  the  townsmen  of  Kewcastle  theii; 
estates,  and  exempted  them  from  tolls  and  duties.  This  is  the  first 
hint  of  any  grant  of  this  nature  to  the  town  of  Newcastle. — NetDC. 
Freema^i  Pocket  Comp. 
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1164-. — Hugh  Pudsey,  bishop  of  Durham,  granted  to  the  burgesses 
of  Gateshead  liberty  of  forestage,  and  the  same  liberties  from  their 
burgages  which  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle  enjoyed  from  theirs.  It 
also  granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Gateshead,  the  peace  of  God  and  St. 
Guthbert,  protection,  and  freedom  from  toll  throughout  the  palatinate, 
also  common  of  pasture  and  free  passage  to  their  houses,  and  all 
privileges  which  they  had  previously  enjoyed  from  the  Saltwell  Mea- 
doKt. — Gaieshd.  Corpn.  Enq. 

About  this  period,   also,  the  borough  of  Sunderland  v&a  incor- 
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porated  by  bishop  Pudsey.  His  charter,  gmiiting  to  the  buifieflses 
the  same  privileges  as  those  of  Newcastle,  is  the  first  authentic  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  the  port  or  borough  of  Southem-Wearmonth  as  a 
phice  of  maritime  commerce  and  resort. — Suriee&. 

1170. — ^Bishop  Pudsey  re-built  the  borough  of  Elvet,  which  was 
reduced  to  ashes  under  Gumin'^s  usurpation.  He  also  re-endowed 
Eepyer  hospital,  and  restored  the  buildings  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  Gumin'*s  soldiers.  This  prelate  buQt  the  city  wall  from  the  north 
gate,  afterwards  called  the  Gaol-gate,  to  the  south  or  Water-gate, 
which  ran  along  the  brink  of  the  hill,  above  the  river,  opposite  to 
Elvet.  He  re-built  part  of  the  castle  of  Durham,  which,  during  his 
episcopacy,  suffered  by  fire. — HutchiMan'i  Dur. 

1171. — The  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  k  Becket  (the  martyr),  at  the 
north  end  of  Tyne  bridge,  Newcastle,  must  have  been  founded  posterior 
to  this  time,  as  in  this  year,  that  prelate  was  assassinated  in  Canter- 
bury cathedral. — Brand. 

1173. — Harbottle  castle  was  besieged  and  taken  by  William,  king 
of  Scothind. — Mackenzie  $  Norihd. 

This  year,  Berwick,  with  the  adjacent  country,  was  laid  in  ashes, 
and  in  the  following  year,  earl  Duncan  re-kindled  its  embers  and 
butchered  the  inhabitants. — Ridpaik. 

1174. — William,  king  of  Scotland,  invaded  England.  Committing 
the  most  dreadful  devastions  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Tyne,  sat 
down  before  Prudhoe  castle,  but  was  obliged  to  raise  the  siege.  He 
now  retreated  and  besieged  Alnwick  castle,  near  to  which,  diverting 
himself  with  the  exercise  of  chivalry,  in  an  open  plain,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  Banulph  de  OlanviUe,  with  a  band  of  horse,  in  which  were 
about  four  hundred  knights,  who  had  set  out  from  Newcastle  during 
the  night  of  the  eleventh  of  July.  Of  this  gallant  party  was  Bernard 
Baliol,  Robert  de  StuteviUe,  and  other  northern  barons.  Towards 
morning,  when  they  had  proceeded  about  twenty-five  miles  from 
Newcastle,  so  thick  a  fog  arose  as  to  render  the  march  dubious  or 
dangerous ;  but  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  speed  and  decision, 
^^Stay  or  turn  who  will,*"  said  Baliol,  ^'if  I  go  alone,  yet  will  I 
onward.""  Fortune  favoured  the  enterprise;  the  mist  suddenly  dis- 
perKd,  and  the  towers  of  Alnwick  glittered  before  them  in  the  morning 
sun.  William  of  Scotland  was  observed  at  some  distance  in  the  open 
field,  with  no  stronger  escort  than  a  party  of  sixty  horse,  whilst  most 
of  his  troops,  fearless  of  any  surprise,  were  plundering  the  country  in 
scattered  parties.  When  the  Scottish  king  first  perceived  the 
English,  he  mistook  them  for  a  part  of  his  own  men;  but,  on 
seeing  their  banner,  he  struck  his  shield  with  his  lance,  and  rode  for- 
ward to  encounter  them,  exclaiming,  ^^  Now,  let  us  prove  who  is  the 
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truest  knight.^  His  hone  was  kiOed  at  the  first  shock,  and  himself 
thrown  to  the  ground,  and  made  prisoner.  On  the  fall  of  the  king^ 
his  attendants  immediately  threw  down  their  arms ;  and  the  English, 
to  make  sure  of  their  royal  captive,  returned  the  same  day  with  their 
prisoner  to  Newcastle.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  castle,  to 
the  left  of  the  road  in  going  to  Hulne-park,  there  is  a  stone  set  up 
near  the  spot  where  tradition  reports  that  the  king  was  made  prisoner. 
This  stone  contains  an  inscription,  stating  that  it  was  erected  by  the 
duchess  of  Northumberhind — grandmother  to  the  present  duke — ^who 
was  descended  from  William  the  Lion. — Surtees.    Bambles  in  Nartid. 

According  to  Benedict  of  Peterborough,  the  earl  Duncan,  who  com* 
manded  a  division  of  the  Scottish  army,  entered  the  town  of  Wark- 
worth  on  the  day  the  king  was  taken,  burnt  it,  and  put  to  the  sword, 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  all  he  found  within  it ;  he  made  his 
soldiers  break  up  the  church  of  St.  Laurence  in  that  place,  in  which, 
and  in  the  house  of  the  parson  of  the  tO¥m,  they  slew  more  than  one 
hundred  men,  besides  women  and  children. — Bidpaik. 

1174  (July  13). — Hugh,  count  of  Bar,  nephew  to  bishop  Pudsey, 
hinded  at  Hartlepool  with  a  body  of  Flemings,  consisting  of  forty 
knights,  and  five  hundred  foot  soldiers,  to  assist  in  the  invasion  by 
William  the  Lion,  king  of  Scotland ;  but  on  learning  that  that  mon- 
arch had  been  made  prisoner  at  Abiwick,  the  mfantry  were  immedi- 
ately sent  back  to  their  own  country.  Though  there  are  no  records 
concerning  the  origin  of  Hartlepool  as  a  town  and  port,  or  of  its  early 
history,  the  above  circumstance  proves  that  it  had  been  of  considerable 
importance  anterior  to  this  date. — Mackenzie's  Dur, 

1174. — Bishop  Pudsey  having,  at  the  time  of  his  accession  to  the 
episcopal  throne  of  Durham,  found  the  castle  of  Norham  in  a  great 
measure  defenceless ;  to  remedy  the  defect,  he,  this  year,  built  a  mag^ 
nificent  tower,  a  portion  of  which  is  still  splendid  in  decay.  To  obtain 
the  aid  of  the  neighbourhood,  he  equipped  his  architect  with  a 
fragment  of  the  winding-sheet  of  St.  Guthbert,  which  had  been  pur- 
loined during  the  translation  of  the  saint,  and  for  a  sight  of  this 
precious  relic  the  natives  of  the  north  ^adly  contributed  their  aid  to 
the  Dungeon  Tower. — Rainess  North.  Dur. 

1175. — ^The  abbey  of  Blanchland,  Northumberland,  was  founded  by 
Walter  de  Bolbeck,  to  the  honour  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  for  twelve 
Pnemonstratensian  canons,  having  liberty  to  exceed  that  number,  with 
the  consent  of  the  bishop  of  Duriiam.  Part  of  his  donation  was 
twelve  fishes  for  their  table,  out  of  his  fishery  of  Stiford,  in  lieu  of 
tithes  of  fish.  The  abbot  was  summoned  to  parliament,  23  king 
Edward  I. — HukkinMCs  Northd. 
1176. — ^Bishop  Pudsey  this  yev  granted  a  charter  to  the  burgesses 
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of  Durham,  that  they  shoald  be  for  erer  exempt  from  the  customs 
caJled  iQ-toll  and  out-toU,  and  from  merohflta  and  heriots :  and  to 
have  like  free  cuntoms  as  Newcastle. — Hatchinton'B  Dur. 


1178. — Barnard  Baliol,  a  descendant  of  Guido  BaKoIj  a  follower  of 
the  Conqueror,  erected  Barnard  Castle,  so  named  after  its  founder, 
"By  him  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  town  were  invested  with  certain 
privileges,  which  his  son  a^rwards  enlarged  and  confirmed  by  a  writ- 
ten charter. — Boie'i  Topog. 

1179. — On  Chrigtinas-day  this  year,  according  to  the  monkish 
historians,  the  well-known  pools  called  Hell-Kettles,  about  three  miles 
south  from  Darlington,  were  formed.  These  pools  are  situate  within 
the  farm  of  Oxeniield ;  they  are  four  in  number,  three  of  them  are 
near  each  other  in  the  second  field  from  the  road,  betwixt  the  second 
and  third  mile-stone ;  the  fourth  and  snullest  pool  is  in  the  field  next 
the  tum-pike.  The  diameter  of  the  three  larger  pools  is  about  thirty- 
eight  yards  each,  and  their  respective  depths  nineteen  and  arhalf  feet, 
seventeen  feet,  and  fourteen  feet ;  the  diameter  of  the  fourth  and 
seperate  pool  is  twenty-eight  feet,  and  its  depth  only  five  and  a-half 
feet.  All  these  pools  are  nearly  round ;  the  wat«r  stands  to  the  brim, 
is  quite  cold,  and  impregnated  with  sulphur,  curdling  with  milk,  and 
refusing  to  mix  with  soap.  Though  near  the  level  of  the  Tees,  their 
waters  are  never  aifected  by  any  flood  or  other  variation  of  the  river, 
and  there  seems  no  reason  to  suspect  any  communication  with  the 
Tees.  Various  have  been  the  conjectures  as  to  the  formation  of  these 
singular  pools.  Coal-works  wrought  out  and  drowned,  lime-pits,  alum 
or  marie  pits,  have  been  all  brought  forward ;  but  the  circumference 
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of  these  pools  seems  too  lar^e  for  old  coal  works,  besides  that  no  coal 
is  ever  known  to  have  been  wrought  in  this  neighbourhood ;  and  if 
indeed  these  pits  be  the  work  of  the  human  hand,  the  idea  of  old  marie- 
pits  seems  nearer  the  truth.     Hutchinson  remarks,  that  ^'  the  use  of 
marie  was  very  early,  and  it  is  probable  these  were  marle-pits ;  they 
resemble  the  workings  in  other  countries,  where  marling  is  still  prac-  .. 
tised.     Marie  was  known  to  the  Romans,  and  by  them  exported  hence 
to  foreign  countries ;  we  have  statues  mentioned  by  our  antiquaries, 
dedicated  to  Nehattennia^  or  the  new  moon^  particularly  some  inscribed 
by  Negociatar  Cretarius  Britannieianua^  a  dealer  in  marle^  chalky  or 
fvUer's  earthy   to   the  British   territories:    and  these  being  called 
Nekalhnnia's  Kettles^  or  of  Nie-hd^  in  the  old  German  tongue,  from  the 
irader^s  dedication,  might  be  corrupted  to  or  called  HelFs  Kettles.^ 
After  all,  peiiiaps  the  story  of  the  old  chronicle,  which  attributes  their 
formation  to  a  rising  of  the  earth,  caused  by  subterraneous  fire,  has 
its  fair  claim.     '^  On  Christmas  Day,  1179,  a  wonderful  matter  fell  out 
at  Oxenhall,  viz.  that  in  the  land  of  lord  Hughe,  bishop  of  Duresme, 
the  ground  rose  up  to  such  a  height,  that  it  was  equal  to  the  tops  of 
the  highest  hills,  and  higher  than  the .  spires  and  towers  of  the 
churches,  and  so  remained  at  that  height  from  nine  of  the  morning  till 
sun-set.     But  at  the  setting  sun  the  earth  fell  in  with  such  a  horrid 
crash,  that  all  who  saw  that  strange  mound  and  heard  its  fall,  were  so 
amazed,  that  for  very  fear  many  died,  for  the  earth  swallowed  up  that 
mound;   and  where  it  stood  was  a  deep  pool.'*^    Camden  supposes 
these  pits  to  be  the  remains  of  this  very  extraordinary  rising  and 
sinking  of  tiie  earth  ;  but,  in  the  account  above  given,  only  one  pit  is 
mentioned,  and  naturally  the  falling  in  of  a  heap  of  soil  so  raised  would 
form  but  one.     This  hill  probably  was  puffed  up  by  subterranean  fire, 
like  that  in  the  Lucrine  Lake,  now  called  Monte-novo :  but  what  has 
filled  up  the  chasm  caused  by  its  sinking,  6v  divided  it  into  different 
cavaties,  it  is  not  easy  to  say. — Surtees. 

1180. — Sherbum  hospital,  near  Durham,  was  founded  by  bishop 
Pndsey  for  sixty-five  poor  lepers,  a  master  and  other  ofiicers.  Each 
leper  was  to  have  a  loaf  and  a  gallon  of  beer  daily  ;  three  days  in  the 
week  flesh  meat,  and  four  days  fish ;  so  that  one  dish  of  meat,  fish, 
cheese,  or  butter,  should  serve  two ;  but  on  great  days,  two  dishes 
were  to  be  provided,  particularly  on  Quadragesima-day,  when  they 
were  allowed  fresh  salmon,  or  other  fish,  if  they  could  be  had,  for  one 
dish ;  and  on  Michaelmas-day,  they  were  to  have  geese,  a  goose  to 
every  four.  They  were  allowed,  yearly,  three  yards  of  woollen  doth, 
russet  or  white,  six  yards  of  linen,  and  six  yards  of  canvas,  with  other 
necessaries,  as  trusses  of  straw  and  bundles  of  reeds,  with  four  yule 
clogs  for  the  vigils  of  our  Saviour. — Ibid. 
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1183. — ^Boldon-Buke  was  compiled  about  this  period  by  order  of 
Hugh  Pudsey,  bishop  of  Durham.  It  is  a  survey  of  all  the  lands  of 
the  see  held  in  demesne  or  by  tenants  in  viUianage,  taking  no  notice  of 
tenants  in  capite  by  knight's  service.  The  arrangement  alphabetical ; 
and  Boldon  occurring  first,  gives  name  to  the  compilation ;  and  when 
similar  services  occur  in  subsequent  places,  they  are  referred  to  the 
place  first  mentioned. — 8urtee$. 

1188. — The  great  convention  for  the  settlement  of  the  tenths,  de- 
manded by  king  Henry  II.,  was  held  at  Wark,  in  Northumberland. 
Hugh,  bishop  of  Durham,  was  the  chief  of  King  Henry'^s  envoys,  and 
was  met  by  William  the  Lion,  of  Scotland,  his  bishops,  earls,  barons, 
and  a  vast  concourse  of  inferior  vassals,  when  the  Scots  rejected  the 
demand  with  the  utmost  contempt. — Ridpath. 

About  this  period,  Henry  II.  granted  to  Roger  Bartram  the  privilege 
of  holding  a  weekly  market  at  Mitford,  near  Morpeth. — Hist,  Narthd. 

St.  Mary's  hospital  and  chapel,  in  Westgate  Street,  Newcastle,  was 
foimded  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  II.  by  Aselack,  of  Killinghowe 
(Killingworth).  He  built  it  on  his  own  ground,  and  placed  in  it  two 
friars  regular  and  a  chaplain,  to  serve  Grod  and  the  poor. — Brand. 

1189. — Hugh  Pudsey,  bishop  of  Durham,  for  the  sum  of  ^11,000, 
purchased,  from  king  Richard,  the  earldom  of  Northumberland  for  his 
life,  together  with  the  honour  of  Sadberg  to  the  bishop  himself  and  his 
successors.  In  119i,  he  voluntarily  resigned  the  earldom  of  North- 
umberland into  the  king'fl  hands, — Ridpath. 

1197  (Apr.  20). — Philip  de  Pictavia,  a  native  of  Aquitaine,  a  coun- 
sellor and  favourite  of  Richard,  having,  on  the  king's  recommendation^ 
been  elected  bishop  of  Durham,  was  consecrated  at  Rome  by  Pope 
Gelestine.  The  most  prominent  part  of  Philip's  character  was  his 
violent  persecution  of  the  monks.  He  placed  the  convent  in  a  state  of 
siege ;  forbade  the  importation  of  provisions ;  blocked  up  the  passage 
to  the  abbey  mill ;  demolished  the  common  furnace  or  oven  in  Elvet ; 
destroyed  the  Fish-wears  at  Finchale ;  and  killed  the  cattle  in  Bear- 
park.  He  even  surrounded  the  church  with  soldiers ;  applied  fire  and 
smoke  to  the  doors  and  windows  ;  and  dragged  the  prior  and  officiating 
minister  from  the  altar  during  the  celebration  of  the  festival  of  St. 
Cuthbert.  Dying  whilst  under  sentence  of  excommunication,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  supporting  king  John  in  his  resistance  to  the  see  of 
Rome,  he  was  buried  without  the  precincts  of  the  cathedral. — Surteee. 

1199. — The  privilege  of  holding  a  weekly  market  at  Morpeth,  on 
Wednesdays  was  first  granted,  by  king  John,  to  Roger  de  Merlay  the 
second. — HodysoiiCs  Northd. 

This  year,  Berwick  bridge  was  carried  away  by  an  extraordinary 
inundation,  and  was  restored  by  Willifun,  king  of  Scotland. — Ridpath, 
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1200. — King  John  granted  a  diarter  to  the  men  of  Hartlepool,  that 
they  should  be  free  burgeasee,  and  should  enjoy  the  same  liberties  and 
laws  as  the  free  burgesses  of  Newoaslft.  He  also  granted  a  weekly 
market  on  Wednesdays,  and  in  1216  confirmed  the  grant,  and  added 
the  privilege  of  a  yearly  fair,  for  three  days,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Law- 
renoe,  and  two  days  following.  Hartlepool  possBsses  three  seals  of 
great  antiquity.  The  two  larger,  which  have,  without  doubt,  formed 
tlie  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  same  seal,  were,  in  all  probability,  made 
when  king  John  granted  this  charter,  and  the  third,  from  the  inscrip- 
tion, belongs  to  the  office  of  mayor. — Sharp't  Hartlepool. 

The  same  year,  the  churches  of  Bisbopton  and  Sockbum,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  were  given  to  the  house  of  Sherbum,  by  Koger 
Conyers  and  Robert,  his  son  and  heir.  The  former  church  was,  a  few 
years  ago,  reptured  and  modernized,  and  the  lead  eschaiiged  for  slate. 
Bishopton  was  the  residence  of  Roger  Conyers  the  faithful  aBherent 
dT  bishop  de  St.  Barbara,  during  GuminV  usurpation  of  the  see  of 
Ihirham.  Here,  in  self  defence,  he  fortified  his  bouse,  and  repulsed 
Cumin  in  an  attempt  which  he  made  with  a  strong  force  to  surprise 
the  place,  and  obliged  him  to  retire ;  aaA  here  the  bishop  found  a 
safe  retreat.  It  is  remarkable,  as  observed  by  Hutchinson,  "that 
though  the  village  stands  on  high  ground  inclining  to  the  south-east, 
and  the  church  is  built  on  an  eminence  in  the  centre  where  the  ground, 
strong  by  nature,  was  easily  fortified ;  yet  the  place  chosen  for  the 
strong-hold  where  Conyers  defended  himself  against  the  troops  of  the 
usurper  of  the  see,  is  a  fiat  a  little  distance  east  of  the  village,  and 
overlooked  by  the  whole  adjacent  eminence.  The  situation  could  be 
chosen  for  no  other  apparent  natural  cause,  than  that  water  could  be 
obtained  to  fill  the  trenches.  The  plain  is  very  narrow,  but  the  whole 
ground  marshy."  This  singular  fortification,  still  called  the  Castle 
Bill,  is  neariy  a  regular  cone,  with  s  flat  or  truncated  summit.  At 
[Absent  its  height  ie  forty-three  and  a  half  feet,  and  its  top  is  fifty  feet 
wide  by  thirty. — Maeimnie'a  Dwr. 
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1200. — A  certain  chapel,  chantry,  or  hospital,  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
Trinity,  existed  in  Gateshead  about  this  period  (and  possibly  long  an- 
terior), and  consisted  of  a  foundation  for  the  maintenance  of  one  chap- 
lain and  three  poor  brethren.  The  revenues  of  this  Hospital  of  the 
Trinity  were  extremely  exile  ;  and  in  1248  Bishop  Nicholas  Farnham 
(with  consent  of  the  prior  of  Durham,  and  of  the  resident  brethren  of 
the  Trinity)  consolidated  the  revenues  of  this  house  with  those  of  his 
new  foundation  of  ''  The  Chapel  and  Hof^ital  of  St.  Edmund,  King 
and  Confessor,  and  of  the  glorious  bishop  Cuthbert  in  Gateshead.'^ 
This  consolidated  foundation  consisted  of  a  master  and  three  chap- 
lains.— Surtees. 

1203. — King  John  granted  a  market  and  an  eight  days  fair  to  New- 
bigging-by-the-Sea,  Northumberland. — ffodgsan^s  Norihd. 

1204. — King  John,  in  order  to  destroy  or  reduce  Berwick,  and 
thereby  to  lay  open  to  himself  one  of  the  principal  passages  into  Scot- 
land, begun  to  erect  and  fortify  a  castle  at  Tweedmouth,  but  William 
of  Scotland,  razed  this  building  to  the  ground,  and  killed  or  put  to 
flight  the  workmen  and  those  who  were  appointed  to  protect  them. 
These  proceedings  gave  occasion  to  a  personal  conference  between  the 
two  princes  at  Norham ;  where  William  defended  his  conduct,  and 
probably  renewed  his  demands  of  the  northern  counties.  Nothing  was 
agreed  at  this  meeting,  and  John,  in  great  displeasure,  returned  to  his 
southern  dominions. — Ridpcvlh, 

1205  (Jan.  14). — A  very  severe  frost  commenced,  which  continued 
till  the  14th  of  March.  In  1217,  another  intense  frost  commenced, 
which  lasted  fifteen  weeks. — Local  Bee. 

1207. — King  John  granted  the  privilege  of  a  market  to  the  town  of 
Haltwhistle,  Northumberland. — Hodg9avC$  Narthd, 

1209. — King  John  came  with  a  great  army  to  Norham ;  the  king  of 
Scotland  then  assembling  his  troops  at  Boxbur;^,  a  dreadful  war 
seemed  to  be  threatened  fit>m  King  John^s  extravagant  demands :  but, 
by  the  intervention  of  the  Nobility,  the  two  monarchs  agreed  to  hold  a 
conference,  for  settling  their  disputes,  at  Newcastle ;  to  which  place 
the  king  of  Scotland  immediately  repaired,  attended  by  his  brother 
David,  and  a  large  train  of  nobles ;  but,  being  taken  ^ddenly  iU,  a 
truce  was  concluded  on  till  his  health  was  restored.  The  dispute  re- 
maining unsettled,  each  monarch  again  prepared  for  war.  But  a 
second  interposition  of  the  nobility  occasioned  another  conference  at 
Norham,  in  the  same  year,  when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  by 
which  John  engaged  to  desist  for  ever  fit>m  attempting  to  erect  any 
fortress  at  Tweedmouth ;  and  William,  as  a  compensation,  agreed  to 
pay  him  0^4,000. — Ridpath. 

1210. — Alexander,  the  son  of  William,  king  of  Scotland,  rendered 
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homage  and  fealty  to  John,  king  of  England,  at  Alnwick. — Bidpath. 

1212. — ^King  John,  by  his  letters  patents,  granted,  demised,  and 
confirmed  to  the  honest  men  of  NewcasUe-upon-Tyne,  and  to  their 
heirs,  his  town  of  Newcastle-upon-T}me,  with  all  appurtenances,  to 
fee-farm,  for  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  rendered  to  the  said  king  and 
his  hein  at  his  exchequer,  (to  wit)  at  the  feast  of  Easter  fifty  pounds, 
and  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  other  fifty  pounds ;  saving  to  the  said 
king,  the  rents,  prizes,  and  assizes  in  the  port  of  the  said  town. 
Further  he  grants  to  them,  and  confirmeth  one  hundred  and  ten 
shillings  and  six-pence  of  rent,  which  they  have,  by  the  gift  of  the  said 
king,  in  the  said  town,  of  escheats,  to  be  divided  and  assigned  to  them 
who  lost  their  rents  by  occasion  of  a  ditch  or  trench,  and  of  the  new 
work  made  under  the  castle  towards  the  river  or  water,  so  that  thereof 
they  might  have  the  more  that  lost  the  more,  and  they  that  lost  the 
less  should  have  the  less.  He  also  granted  to  them,  for  him  and  his 
heirs,  that  in  nothing  they  should  be  answerable  to  the  sheriff  of 
Northumberland,  nor  to  the  constable  of  the  castle,  for  those  Uiings 
which  belong  to  them,  as  the  said  charter  testifieth. — Newe,  Free. 
Poekei  Camp, 

1213. — King  John  marched  through  Newcastle,  on  his  route  against 
Scotland,  with  his  army,  but  the  Scottish  king  met  him  on  the  borders, 
and  a  reconciliation  ensued.  On  this  occasion  king  John  resided  at 
Durham  several  days,  and  was  again  there  in  1217. — Surtees. 

1214. — About  this  period,  William  Trumpinton,  abbot  of  St.  Albany's 
visited  Tynemouth,  and  the  other  cells  of  that  monastery.  The  mode 
of  his  visitation  of  this  place  was  as  follows  :  he  had  six  esquires  to 
accompany  him,  who  were  on  that  account  well  enfeofied  with  lands  of 
that  church.  These  esquires  travelled  on  their  own  horses,  but  were  sup- 
ported at  the  abbots  expence ;  these  horses  were  to  be  good  ones,  each 
able  to  cany  an  esquire,  and,  if  need  required,  a  monk's  clothes  behind 
him ;  and  for  every  one  of  them  that  should  happen  to  die  on  the 
journey,  the  abbot  was  to  allow  ten  shillings.  It  appears  on  this  occar 
sion  that  the  abbot  was  not  permitted  to  visit  these  remote  parts,  bor- 
dering on  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  without  a  special  license  from  the 
king. — Brand. 

1215. — This  year,  king  John  constituted  in  Newcastle,  a  society  of 
free  merchants,  the  members  of  which  he  exempted  from  pleading  any 
where  without  its  walls  to  any  plea,  but  that  concerning  foreign 
tenures :  he  released  them  also  from  the  duties  of  toll,  lastage, 
pontage,  and  passage  in  all  the  sea-ports  of  his  dominions  at  home  and 
abroad,  empowering  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  or  sheriff  of  Northum- 
berland, to  give  them  reparation  for  whatever  injury  they  might  sustain. 
The  above  charter  was  confirmed  to  the  merchants  of  Newcastle,  by 
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the  succeeding  sovereigns,  Henry  III.,  Edward  II.,  and  Edward  III., 
with  the  addition  of  new  privileges.  In  1509,  king  Henry  VII I. 
renewed  the  grant ;  and  in  1546,  king  Edward  VI.  granted  the  charter 
under  which  the  present  company  of  Merchant  Adventurers  took  their 
corporate  title  of  "  The  Governor,  Assistants,  Wardens,  and  FeUow-* 
ship  of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,^^  which  is  their  present  name  of  incorporation.  CharierB 
of  confirmation  were  subsequently  granted  by  queen  Mary,  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  king  James  I.  The  company  of  Merchant  Adventurers, 
since  its  incorporation  under  its  present  title  by  Edward  VI.,  has 
consisted  of  three  branches,  viz. : — The  Drapers,  or  Merchants  of 
Woollen  Cloth ;  the  Mercers,  or  Merchants  of  Silk ;  and  the  Boothr 
men,  or  Merchants  of  Com. — Arms  o/Incarp.  Comp. 
The  following  are  the  annorial  ensigns  of  the 


BOOTHMEN     AND     DRAPERS. 

1215. — The  barons  of  Northumberland  had  recoiu*se  to  Alexander 
II.,  king  of  Scotland,  for  protection  against  king  John  ;  and,  in  order 
to  obtain  it,  they  did  homage  to  Alexander  at  Felton.  King  John, 
in  resentment  of  the  defection  of  the  barons,  advanced  to  the  borders ; 
and,  amongst  other  places,  he  burnt  Wark,  Alnwick,  Mitford  Castle, 
and  Morpeth.  Camden  states,  that  Morpeth  was  set  on  fire  by  the 
inhabitants  themselves,  to  prejudice  king  John,  who  would  have  rested 
there  in  his  infamous  expedition.  The  king  of  Scotland,  after  having 
invested  Norham  castle  for  forty  days,  with  a  mighty  army,  wsus  obliged 
to  raise  the  siege. — Ridpath. 

1216. — King  John  plundered  and  burnt  the  town  and  castle  of 
Berwick,  where  he  and  his  mercenaries  perpetrated  the  most  barbarous 
cruelties.  For,  in  order  to  extort  from  the  inhabitants  a  discovery  of 
their  money  and  goods,  they  hung  up  both  men  and  women  by  the 
joints  of  their  hands  and  feet,  and  inflicted  on  them  various  other 
tortures. — Ibid. 

1216  (Aug.) — ^Alexander  of  Scotland  entered  England  as  an  ally 
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of  Louifl  of  France,  and,  on  his  march  flonthward,  reconnoitered 
Baliors  0trong-hold  of  Barnard  Castle,  which  was  gallantly  held  out  for 
king  John.  Whilst  Alexander  and  his  attendants  were  surveying  the 
rocky  strength  of  the  fortress,  a  man  on  the  battlements  discharged  a 
shaft  from  a  cross-bow,  which  ^^  strake  Eustace  Vescy  (Alexander's 
brother-in-law)  on  the  forehead,  with  such  might  that  he  fell  dead  to 
the  ground.'*'  On  this  fatal  accident  the  Scots  immediately  drew  off 
their  forces. — Suriees, 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  Marmaduke  de  Tueng,  and  Margaret  his 
wife,  bequeathed  a  house  and  some  land,  at  Hartlepool,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  for  the  singular  purpose  of  purchasing  smocks  for  the  nuns 
of  Newcastle. — Pict.  o/Netoe. 

This  year,  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  Newcastle,  is  said  to  have 
suffered  by  fire. — Brand. 

1217  (May). — ^Alexander,  king  of  Scotland,  in  fulfilment  of  his 
engagements  with  the  French  king,  marched  into  England  with  his 
whole  army,  and  aftw  besieging  the  castle  of  Mitford  in  vain  for  seven 
days  together,  returned  into  his  own  dominions.  The  alliance  of 
Alexander  with  Louis,  and  the  open  exertion  of  his  power  on  that 
side  brought  himself  and  his  people  under  the  highest  censures  of  the 
Boman  pontiff,  but  upon  his  submission  and  promise  of  future  obedi- 
ence, the  archbishop  of  York  and  the  bishop  of  Durham,  met  at 
Berwick,  to  absolve  him  from  the  sentence  of  excommunication,  which 
was  performed  in  the  castle,  Alexander  attending  in  person. — Bidpaih. 

1217. — Richard  de  Marisco,  chancellor  of  England,  was  nominated 
to  the  see  of  Durham,  which  had  been  vacant  nine  years,  and  was 
consecrated  on  the  24th  of  June,  1218.  He  imitated  his  predecessor 
in  oppressing  the  convent ;  and  his  prodigality  left  the  see  encumbered 
with  a  debt  of  £l\fiW^.—8urtee8. 

1218. — It  is  not  known  at  what  time  St.  Andrew's  church,  in  New- 
castle was  built,  but  mention  occurs  of  it  in  this  year. — Brand. 

1220. — This  year,  the  respective  limits  of  the  four  parishes  of  New- 
castle were  determined,  though  it  is  supposed  that  in  the  Saxon  times 
the  whole  town  was  included  in  the  parish  of  Gosforth. — Ibid. 

1228  (May  14). — ^Richard  Poor  bishop  of  Salisbury  was  translated 
to  the  see  of  Durham,  and  was  enthroned  on  the  4th  of  September  fol- 
lowing. He  terminated  the  disputes  which  had  existed  between  the 
convent  and  the  two  preceding  prelates,  by  a  solenm  act  of  convention 
in  1231,  and  discharged  the  debt  with  which  his  predecessor  had 
loaded  the  revenues  of  the  church. — Suriees. 

1230. — Alexander  III  founded  in  Berwick  a  convent  of  Dominican 
or  Black  Friars,  and  endowed  them  with  a  revenue  of  forty  marks. 
These  preaching  Friars  were  removed  by  Edward  III. — Hisi.  Northd. 
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1233. — The  great  central  tower  of  Durham  cathedral,  which  was 
formerly  called  the  lantern,  was  built  as  high  as  the  gallery  by  Prior 
Melsonby,  who  was  elected  this  year,  and  finished  by  Prior  Hugh,  of 
Darlington,  who  was  elected  in  1258,  and  who  erected  the  upper  tower, 
in  which  the  bells  are  hung.  The  eastern  transept,  generally  called 
the  nine  altars,  is  supposed  to  have  been  finished  by  Prior  Horton, 
who  succeeded  to  the  priory  in  1289,  and  who  also  placed  the  roof  on 
the  choir.  The  whole  length  of  this  venerable  pile,  including  the 
OalUee^  is  461  feet,  and  the  height  of  the  middle  tower  is  214  feet. — 
8urtee$, 

1234. — There  was  a  grievous  plague  at  Newcastle,  which  continued 
for  three  years. — Brand. 

The  same  year,  a  chapel  was  founded  at  Stockton. — Surtees, 

1235. — King  Henry  III.  granted  a  special  liberty  to  the  men  of 
Newcastle  that  no  Jew  should  reside  amongst  them :  ihey  appear  to 
have  paid  the  king  an  hundred  marks  for  this  privUege. — Brand. 

1236. — ^Alexander,  king  of  Scotland,  encouraged  by  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances, sent  embassadors  to  Henry  while  holding  his  parliament 
at  London,  to  denuind  the  delivery  of  Northumberland,  which  he 
claimed  as  right  of  inheritance.  After  much  litigation,  the  king  of 
England,  for  the  love  of  peace,  and  for  securing  the  aid  of  Alexander, 
when  occasion  should  require,  made  him  an  offer  of  lands  of  eighty 
marks  annual  revenue,  in  some  other  place  of  England;  that  the 
northern  border  of  the  kingdom  might  not  suffer  mutilation.  Peace 
was  thus  for  a  time  preserved.  In  the  following  year  the  Scottish 
monarch  renewed  his  demand,  and  Henry,  in  full  satisfaction,  and  for 
the  perpetual  extinction  of  the  above  claim,  and  of  aU  others,  granted 
to  Alexander,  lands  of  two  hundred  pounds  yearly  rent.  Matters 
being  thus  settled,  the  king  of  Scotland  paid  homage,  and  swore 
featly,  for  the  said  lands,  to  the  king  of  England. — Ridpath. 

1238. — King  Henry  III.  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  Westminster 
the  first  day  of  December,  upon  the  good  men  of  Newcastle'^s  supplica* 
tion,  gave  them  license  to  dig  coals  and  stones,  in  the  common  soil  of 
that  town,  without  the  walls  thereof,  in  the  place  called  Gastle-field  ; 
the  same  to  endure  during  his  pleasure.  The  same  king,  on  the  11th 
of  May  1246,  gave  them  all  the  stone  and  coals  in  a  place  called  the 
Frith,  adjoining  to  the  former. — Newc.  FreemarCs  Pocket  Camp. 

1238. — This  year,  mention  is  made  of  silver  mines  in  the  county  of 
Durham. — Brand. 

1239. — This  year,  there  was  a  drought  at  Newcastle  for  the  space 
of  three  months,  succeeded  by  a  continual  rain,  for  the  like  time,  and 
in  the  following  year,  there  was  a  great  dearth  and  mortality. — Ibid. 

1240. — Hulne  abbey,  near  Alnviick,  was  founded  about  this  time. 
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Among  the  English  barons  who  went  to  the  holy  wars  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  were  William  de  Vescy,  lord  of  Alnwick,  and  Richard 
Gray,  two  eminent  chieftains  in  the  Christian  army.  Led  by  curiosity, 
or  devotion,  they  visited  the  monks  of  Mount  Garmel,  and  there 
unexpectedly  found  a  countryman  of  their  own,  named  Ralph  Fresbom, 
a  Northumberland  gentleman,  who  had  signalized  himself  in  a  former 
enisade,  and,  in  consequence  of  a  vow,  had  taken  npon  himself  the 
monastic  profession  in  that  solitude.  When  Vescy  and  Gray  were 
about  to  return  to  England,  they  strongly  importuned  the  superior  of 
the  Carmelites  to  permit  their  countryman  to  return  with  them  ;  which 
was  at  length  granted,  on  condition  that  they  would  found  a  monastery 
of  Carmelites  in  their  own  country.  After  their  return,  Fresbom  fixed 
upon  this  spot,  from  the  great  resemblance  it  bore  to  Mount  Carmel, 
in  Palestine.  The  famous  biographer,  John  Bayle,  was  a  member  of 
the  Carmelite  order,  and  lived  and  studied  in  this  place.  After  having 
presided  here  with  great  reputation  and  sanctity,  Fresbom  at  length 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  monastery  about  the  year  1274. — 
Mackenzie  $  Norihd, 

1241  (Jan.  2). — Nicholas  de  Famham  was  chosen  bishop  of  Dur- 
ham ;  was  consecrated  at  Gloucester  on  Trinity  Sunday  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  York,  in  the  presence  of  the  sovereign  and  a  splendid  court ; 
and  was  enthroned  at  Durham  on  the  ensuing  festival  of  St.  Cuthbert. 
He  voluntarily  resigned  the  bishoprick  in  1249,  and  died  at  his 
manor  of  Stockton  in  1257. — Surtees. 

1244. — The  sister  kingdoms  had  nearly  come  to  an  open  mpture,  the 
king  of  England  being  at  Newcastle  with  an  army,  and  the  king  of 
Scots  with  another  at  Ponteland.  A  peace,  however,  was  agreed 
upon,  through  the  mediation  of  the  archbishop  of  York.  The  army 
of  Henry  III.  on  his  departure  from  Newcastle,  consisted  of  cavalry 
elegantly  equipped,  to  about  the  number  of  five  thousand,  besides  a 
very  numerous  and  powerful  infantry. — Brand. 

This  year  the  Scots  besieged  Prudhoe  castle,  but  were  obliged 
to  raise  the  siege. — Local  Bee. 

The  house  and  chapel  of  Beaurepaire,  neajr  Durham,  were  founded 
by  Prior  Bartram  II.,  1244 — 1258,  as  a  place  of  solace  for  himself  and 
lem  successors.  Bishop  Beck,  during  his  quarrel  with  the  convent, 
broke  down  the  fences  of  the  park,  and  drove  out  the  game.  In  1316, 
the  Scots  committed  great  ravages  here ;  and  again  in  1346,  when 
king  David  and  his  army  lay  at  Beaurepaire.  Prior  Fossour,  1342 — 
1374,  made  Beaurepaire  his  favourite  residence,  and  died  there.  The 
nun  of  the  ne^ected  buildings  is  said  to  have  been  completed  by 
the  Scots  armies  when  they  occupied  Durham  in  1641  and  1644. — 
8uri&es. 
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1245. — At  this  period  ihere  were  foi^es  in  Bedesdale,  Nortiiambei^ 
land,  w^ich  made  iron  tliat  yielded  an  annual  rent  of  £^.  2b,— 
BodgtotCi  IfortAd.  , 


TBI  Black  Hiti. 

1248. — The  Blaok  Gate,  which  is  the  only  remuna  of  the  enter  line 
of  oircumvallation  to  the  oa^tle  at  Newoaatie,  was  built  by  government 
during  the  reign  of  Henry  111.,  at  the  ooot  of  .1^514,  15s.  lid.  Its 
arch,  extending  to  the  gloomy  length  of  thirty-aix  feet,  is  low  and 
narrow,  and  flanked  by  two  circular  towers.  Beaides  its  iron  doon, 
it  formerly  hod  two  portcullises  uid  a  drawbridge  within  and  without. 
—Sow'g  Top. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  town  of  Newcastle,  together  with  the  bridge 
there,  was  this  year  destroyed  by  fire.  After  this  catastrophe,  various 
bishops  granted  indulgences  to  all  thoee  who  assisted  in  the  repairing 
Tyne  bridge,  in  consequence  of  which  many  benefactions  were  made  to 
it. — Brtmd. 

1249  (Apr.  2).— Walter  de  girlrtrum,  dean  of  Yoric,  was  dected 
bishop  of  Duriiam. — Swttei, 

1249. — A  mandate  ooeurs,  wherry  king  Henry  III.  comnumded  the 
bailifib  of  Newcastle  to  elect  four  persons  to  be  moniers  in  that  town, 
and  four  otfaeis  to  have  the  custody  of  the  royal  mints  there.     Ooins 
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were  struck  at  Newcastle  by  king  Henry  I.  II.  and  III.,  and  by  Ed- 
ward I.  and  II. — Madax*8  Excheq. 

1251. — By  a  charter  dated  this  year,  king  Henry  III.  is  mentioned 
to  have  made  the  town  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  which  had  been 
governed  before  by  bailifGs,  a  mayor  town.  From  this  period  to  the 
year  1400,  the  town  was  governed  by  a  mayor  and  four  bailiffs. 


LIST   OF   MAYORS   UNDER  THE   ABOVE   CHARTER. 


1251  tol253 
1254—1263 
1264—1268 
1269—1270 
1271—1274 
1275 
1276 

1277 

1278 

1279 

1280—1281 

1282 

1283—1285 

128^—1290 

1291—1293 

1294 

1295—1296 

1297—1303 

1304—1305 

1306—1307 
1308—1310 

1311—1313 

1314; 

1315—1318 
1319—1320 
1321 
1322, 
1323—1326 
1327 
1328 
1329 
1330 


Peter  Scott. 
Henry  Carleiol. 
Thomas  CarleioL 
Nicholas  Scott^ 
Thomas  de  Karle. 
John  lU^erson. 
Thomas  de  CarleoL 
Thomas  Karle. 
John  Rogerson, 
Thomas  de  Karle. 
John  Rogerson. 
Robert  Mitford.  % 

William  de  Hawkwell. 
Henry  le  Scot. 
Hugh  de  Carliol. 
Hugh  de  Gubyone. 
Hugh  de  Carliol. 
John  Scot. 
Peter  le  Draper. 
Richard  de  Emeldon. 
Nicholas  de  Carliol. 
Richard  Emeldon. 
Thomas  de  Carliol. 
Richard  de  Emeldon. 
Nicholas  de  Carliol. 
Richard  Emeldon. 
Nicholas  Scot. 
Richard  de  Emeldon. 
Sir  Nicholas  Scot. 
Nicholas  de  Carliol. 
Richard  Emeldon. 
William  de  Burnton. 


1331  to 1332 
1333 

1334—1335 
1336, 

1337 
1388 
1339 
1340 
1341 
1342 
1343 
1344 
1345 
1346 
1347—1350 
1351 
1352 

1353—1354 
1355—1360 

1361 

1362 
1363—1364 

1365 
1366—1368 
136:^—1374 

1375 

1376—1378 

1379—1381 

1382-1385 

1386—1389 
1390^1399 


Richard  Emeldon. 
Richard  Acton. 
Hugh  Heckam. 
John  Denton. 
Nicholas  Scot. 
Hugh  Heckam. 
Waleranos  de  Lumlej. 
Sir  William  Felton. 
John  Denton. 
Robert  de  HalliweU. 
Richard  Grallaway. 
Robert  Shilvington. 
Robert  de  Foghale. 
Robert  de  Shilvington. 
Peter  Draper. 
Gilbert  Duxiield* 
William  Strother. 
Peter  Draper. 
William  del  Strother. 
John  Chambre. 
John  Chambers; 
Robert  Angreton. 
Richard  de  Stanhope. 
William  de  Acton. 
Robert  Angreton. 
William  Soot. 
John  Bnlgham. 
Richard  Stanhope. 
William  Bishopdale. 
Adam  Bulkham. 
Sampson  Harding. 

Brand, 


1253  (Oct.  18). — King  Henry  III.  by  charter,  granted  for  ever  to 
the  burgesses  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  the  liberty  of  choosing  coroners, 
who  were  to  be  sworn  in  full  court,  in  that  town,  and  to  be  proper 
persons  for  so  important  an  office. — Brand. 

1255. — King  Henry  III.  visited  Newcastle ;    a  desire  to  see  his 
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daughter,  the  queea  of  Scots,  was  probably  the  cause  of  this  journey. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  queen,  and  their  interriew  with  the  king 
and  queen  of  Scots,  was  at  Wark  castle.  After  settling  the  aSfaiis  of 
Scotland,  king  Henry  stopped  at  Alnwick  on  his  way  southward. — 
Jtidpati. 

The  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars^  had  their  lirat  residence  in  New- 
castle, in  St.  Mary's  priory,  upon  Wallknoll,  which,  by  license  of  king 
Henry  III.,  they  acquired  to  themselves  and  successors  in  fee  of  John 
de  Byker.  They  removed  in  1307  to  the  house  of  the  Friars  of  the 
Sac,  at  the  foot  of  Westgate-street. — Brand. 

1256. — Adjoining  the  church  at  Warkworth,  in  Northumberiand, 
was  a  celt  for  two  Benedictine  monks,  trom  Durham,  founded  this  year 
by  Bishop  Kirkham,  who  appropriated  to  it  the  church  of  Branzton. 
—ffitt.  ofNorthd. 


tKkXI,  HlRTLErOOI, 


1258. — The  friary  at  Hartlepool  existed  at  this  period.  It  was 
occupied  by  brethren  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  or  Grey  Friars,  and 
is  mentioned  amongst  their  foundations  in  En^and,  at  a  Chapter  of 
the  Franciscan  order,  held  at  Narbonne  1258.  It  was  one  of  the  nine 
houses  within  the  wardenship  of  the  Grey  Friars  of  Newcastle. — 
Surteet. 

1259. — By  an  order  made  between  the  town  of  Newcastle  and  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Durham,  among  other  things  it  was  stipulated, 
that  the  tenants  of  the  latter,  at  South  Shields,  should  have  liberty  to 
bake  and  brew  for  themselves  only,  but  not  for  the  use  of  strangers. — 


1260  (Sep.  30).— Robert  Stichill,  prior  of  Finchale,  was  chosen 
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biflhop  of  Durham,  and  oonsecrated  at  Southwell,  by  the  archbishop  of 
York,  on  the  13th  of  February  1261.  He  was  bred  a  monastic  at 
Durham,  and  during  his  noviciate  incurred,  for  some  youthful  levity, 
the  shame  of  public  penance.  He  had  even  determined  to  apostatize 
from  a  religious  life,  and  was  actually  endeavouring  to  make  his  escape 
from  the  convent,  when  he  was  arrested  by  a  miraculous  voice  or  im- 
pression, which  occasioned  an  entire  change  in  his  character,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  future  fortunes. — Surtees. 

This  year,  or  shortly  after,  according  to  Tanner,  the  monastery 
of  the  Black  Friars,  in  Newcastle,  was  founded.  Sir  Peter  Scott,  the 
first  chief  magistrate  of  Newcastle,  who  had  the  title  of  mayor, 
and  his  son  Sir  Nicholas  Scott,  who  was  one  of  the  four  bailiffs 
of  that  town  in  the  years  1254,  1257,  1258,  1262,  and  1263,  and 
mayor  in  1269-1270,  are  said  to  have  invito  the  order  to  New- 
castle, and  to  have  founded  this  house.  The  ground  on  which  it 
stands  is  said  to  have  been  given  by  three  pious  sisters  ^whose  names 
have  been  ungratefully  consigned  to  oblivion.  This  monastery,  of 
which  there  are  yet  considerable  remains,  is  situated  near  the  head 
of  Westgate-street. — Brand, 

1263. — This  year  a  blazing  star  appeared  and  continued  for  the 
space  of  three  months. — Local  Bee, 

1265. — ^A  monastery  of  Friars  preachers  was  founded  at  Bamborough, 
by  king  Henry  III.  Leland  calls  it  ^^  a  fayre  college  a  little  without 
the  towne  now  clean  gone  downo.'" — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

1267. — The  order  of  Grey-Friars,  or  Minors,  called  also  Franciscan- 
Friars,  were  a  regular  and  settled  body  in  Newcastle  at  this  period.* 
Their  house  stood  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  Central  Exchange,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  founded  by  the  Garliols,  wealthy  merchants  in  the 
time  of  Henry  III.  Anderson  Place,  the  residence  of  the  k|«te  Major 
Creorge  Anderson,  which  formerly  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Northumberland  and  Durham  District  Bank^  was,  according  to  Grey, 
'^  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  fryers."^  Hugh  of  Newcastle,  commonly 
called  the  Scholastic  Doctor,  flourished  in  this  house,  A.  D.  1284. 
The  celebrated  Duns  Scotus  entered  the  order  of  Minors  in  this  house 
before  A.  D.  1300,  and  Friar  Martin  of  Alnwick,  died,  and  was  buried 
in  this  convent  in  1336,  where  he  had  taken  the  habit  of  a  Franciscan, 
and  from  whence  he  was  sent  to  Oxford,  where  he  took  a  doctor's  de- 
gree, t 

1268. — King  Henry  III.  appears  to  have  made  a  grant  of  Newcastle 
i^>on  Tyne,  among  many  other  places,  to  his  son  Edmund,  and  his 
lawful  heirs. — Brand, 

At  this  time,  the  Friars  of  the  order  of  the  Sac,  or  of  the  penance 

*  Bourne,    f  Ibid. 
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of  Jefiufi,  were  Bettted  in  Newcastle.  Their  monastery  stood  at  the 
foot  of  Westgate-street.  This  house  was  granted  by  Edward  the  First, 
to  the  Garmdites,  or  White  Friars,  of  the  Wallknoll,  on  condition  that 
Walter  de  Garleton,  the  only  surviving  brother,  was  suj^rted  during 
his  life  as  became  his  rank. — Brwnd. 

1270. — A  convent  of  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars,  wius  founded  at 
Berwick,  by  Sir  John  Grey,  whose  duty  it  was  to  officiate  at  the  chapel 
royal  within  the  castle. — Mackmzi^B  Northd. 

1272. — The  hospital  at  Greatham,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was 
founded  by  bishop  Stichill,  for  a  master,  five  other  priests,  two  clerks, 
and  forty  poor  brethren,  to  be  chosen  from  the  most  indigent  witiiin 
the  manors  of  the  bishop.  By  a  charter  of  king  James,  July  20, 1610, 
the  brethren  are  reduced  to  thirteen  poor  and  needy  men  bachelors, 
and  stricken  in  years.  It  is  not  easy  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the 
appearance  of  the  original  buildings  of  the  hospital ;  they  seem  to  have 
stood  on  a  plot  of  ground,  which  now  forms  a  lawn,  in  front  of  the 
present  structure.  John  William  Egerton,  eldest  son  of  the  bishop  of 
Durham,  was  collated  to  the  mastership  of  this  hospital  in  1785.  In 
1803,  he  succeeded  to  the  earldom  of  Bridgewater,  and  in  the  same 
year,  he  restored  the  buildings  which  had  become  ruinous.  The  foun- 
dation stone  of  an  entirely  new  building  was  laid  on  a  plan  of  Wyatt^s^ 
September  15,  1803,  and  was  completed  in  the  following  year.  The 
chapel  of  the  hospital  having  become  ruinous  was  taken  down  in  1788, 
and  the  present  neai  structure  reared  at  the  expense  of  the  master. 
In  the  south  wall  of  the  transept,  at  the  west  end  of  the  old  chapel, 
was  an  arched  recess,  under  which  lay  a  wooden  figure.  As  this  had 
to  be  taken  down,  the  contents  of  the  tomb  beneath  were  fully  explored. 
Under  a  marble  slab  was  discovered  a  stone  coffin,  containing  a  com- 
plete skeleton,  with  a  chalice  of  pewter  or  lead  lying  on  the  left  side, 
which  seemed  to  have  fallen  from  the  hands,  which  had  been  clasped 
on  the  breast.  A  portion  of  the  ^oes  or  sandals  were  also  found  in 
the  coffin. — Surtees. 

1272  (June  12). — ^The  Scots  swore  fealty  to  Edward,  king  of  Eng- 
land, at  Berwick. 

1272. — Mention  occurs  this  year,  of  Ayden  castie,  Northumberland, 
which  was  then  the  seat  and  property  of  Ennna  de  Ayden,  a  rieh 
heiress.  Ayden  was  anciently  part  of  the  barony  of  Hugh  de  Baliol, 
a  descendant  of  Gtiido  Baliol,  who  came  into  England  with  the  Con- 
queror, and  received  very  considerable  and  valuable  grants  from  William 
Brufus.  Ayden  castle  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Gorbridge,  at  the 
distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  north-east  from  that  town. — JRoBe's 
Topag. 

1274  (Sep.  24). — Bobert  de  Insula,  prior  of  Finchale,  was  elected 
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bishop  of  Darfaam,  and  was  oonsecrated  at  York  on  the  9th  of  the 
following  month.  The  bishop,  who  had  no  family  name,  probably 
asBomed  one  from  the  plaoe  of  his  nativity.  In  his  elevation  he  was 
not  ashamed  of  owning  the  original  meanness  of  his  birth.  The 
following  oharaoteristic  anecdote  is  preserved  by  Graystanes : — ^^  The 
bishop  was  onoe  at  Norham,  and  the  lord  of  Scremerston  (a  little 
fortress  then  belonging  to  the  Swiimows)  sent  him  a  present  of  some 
country  ale.  The  bishop  had  been  long  disused  to  such  humble  beve- 
rage, yet,  from  respect  to  the  donor,  and  to  the  good  report  of  the 
liquor,  he  tasted  a  cup  of  it.  ^  See,^  said  he,  '  the  force  of  custom ; 
you  all  know  my  origin,  and  that  neither  from  my  parents  nor  my 
country  I  can  derive  any  taste  for  wine,  and  yet  now  my  country 
liquor  is  rendered  utterly  distasteful  to  me.^  To  his  mother  he  gave 
a  train  of  male  and  female  servants,  and  an  honourable  establish- 
ment. Once,  when  he  went  to  see  her,  ^And  how  fares  my  sweet 
mother  r  said  he.  ^  Never  worse,^  quoth  she.  ^And  what  ails 
ihee,  or  troubles  thee ! — ^hast  thou  not  men  and  women,  and  atten- 
dants sufficient  V  ^  Y^^  quoth  she,  ^  and  more  than  enough ;  I  say 
to  one,  go,  and  he  runs ;  to  another,  come  hither,  fellow,  and  the 
varlet  falls  down  on  his  knee;  and  in  short  all  things  go  on  so 
abonoinably  smooth,  that  my  heart  is  bursting  for  something  to  spite 
me,  and  pick  a  quarrel  withal.^  ^  Bobert  de  Insula  died  at  his  castle 
of  Middleham  on  the  9th  of  June,  1283. — Surtees. 

1275. — On  St.  Nicholas^  eve  great  earthquakes  were  felt  in  Newcas- 
tle, with  dreadful  thunder  and  lightning,  with  a  blazing  star,  and  a 
eomet  in  the  appearance  of  a  great  dragon,  which  terrified  the 
people. — Local  Bee. 

1275. — "A  rich  man  of  France,  brought  into  Northumberland  a 
Spanish  ewe,  as  big  as  a  calf  of  two  years  old,  which  ewe  being  rotten, 
infected  so  the  country,  that  it  spread  over  all  the  realm,  and  continued 
80  frar  twenty-eight  years  as  a  plague  of  murrain,  and  was  the  first  rot 
known  in  England.*^ — J.  BeWs  CoL 

1277. — ^Robert,  bishop  of  Durham,  complained  to  Edward  I.  of 
certain  encroachments  which  he  pretended  had  been  made  by  the 
Scottish  monarch  upon  his  territories,  to  settle  which,  delegates  from 
England  and  Scotland  met  at  Tweedmouth,  but  the  meeting  broke 
op  without  a  reconciliation. — Bidpath. 

1279. — At  the  assizes  at  Newcastle,  in  this  year,  it  was  found  Ihat 
the  lords  or  their  bailiffs  of  different  franchises  between  the  Tees  and 
the  Tweed,  ought  annually  to  meet  the  king^s  Justices  itinerant  at  the 
Ghille-well  at  the  head  of  Gateshead,  to  ask  of  them  their  liberties  if 
they  came  by  way  of  Yorkshire ;  but  if  from  Cumberland,  then  at 
Fourstanes  or  ^'  at  some  other  place  on  the  entrance  iA  the  County."^ 
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In  pleadings  on  the  same  subject  at  the  assizes  in  1293,  this  formality 
was  found  to  have  customarily  happened,  "  within  the  county  at  Ghylle- 
well,  or  at  Fourstanes,  or  at  Quaquandibrig,'"  just  as  it  might  happen 
at  which  of  these  places  the  judges  should  enter  the  coiuity.  And 
certainly  when  all  the  Lords  of  Franchises  in  Northumberland,  or  their 
representatives,  especially  before  many  of  them,  in  Edward  the  First^s 
time,  for  the  sake  of  facilitating  justice,  were  deprived  of  extensive 
privileges,  assembled  annually  to  meet  the  king^s  Judges,  and  brou^t 
with  them  trains  of  their  retainers,  once  a  year,  one  or  other  of  these 
places  had  its  day  of  distinction  :  and  this,  by  its  situation  on  Garel- 
street,  the  main  thoroughfare  in  old  times  between  Newcastle  and 
Carlisle,  could  always  claim  something  of  importance  above  the  villages, 
that  were  seldom  seen  by  travellers.  The  origin  of  the  name  might  be 
from  the  situation  of  the  place  he-fare  the  brow  of  a  rocky  hill  that 
shelters  it  from  the  north,  and  under  which  there  were  formerly  lai^ 
fragments  of  a  loose  stone  detached  by  time  from  their  ^^native  quarry;^ 
or  fov/r  of  these  stones  might  be  remarkable  enough  to  obtain  the  name 
of  the  ^*  Four  stanes,^  and  the  village  be  called  after  them ;  though  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  ^^  four  stanes^  had  formerly  been  fixed  for 
some  purpose  here  on  Garel-street,  from  which  the  name  originated. 
Fraud  and  silliness,  however,  have  each  its  tale  on  the  subject.  One 
account,  is,  that  the  township  ^^  is  named  from  being  bounded  by  four 
stones  supposed  to  have  been  formed  to  hold  holy  water.*"  Another 
that  these  stones  were  Roman  altars,  and  that  there  is  a  current  story 
in  the  neighbourhood,  that  one  of  them  was  called  the  Fairy-stone, 
because  in  the  rebellion  in  1715  the  focus  of  this  altar  was  formed  into 
a  square  recess  with  a  cover  to  receive  the  correspondence  of  the  rebel 
chiefs,  and  that  a  little  boy  clad  in  green  came  in  the  twilight  of  every 
evening  to  rescue  the  letters  left  in  it  for  Lord  Derwentwater,  and 
deposit  his  answers  which  were  ^'  spirited  away  in  the  same  manner 
by  the  agents  of  his  friends."  This  fairy  stone,  however,  certainly  had 
existence,  for  a  person  80  years  of  age,  remembered  its  situation  to  the 
south  of  the  village,  near  the  old  road,  and  that  it  was  squared,  and  had 
a  square  ^'  cistern  hewn  out  of  its  top,  which  was  called  the  Fairy- 
trough,  and  traditionally  said  to  have  had  a  pillar  fixed  in  it.""  This  is 
an  exact  description  of  the  base  of  an  old  church-yard,  village,  boun- 
dary, or  memorial  cross ;  but  no  trace  of  either  the  stone  or  the  road 
remains. — Hodgson's  Northd. 

1279. — Mention  of  North  and  South  Shields  occurs  this  year.  On 
a  trial  betwixt  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle  and  the  prior  of  Tynemouth, 
a  jury,  sworn  before  John  Delavale,  the  kings  justice  itinerant,  found 
that  the  prior  of  Tynemouth  had  built  a  tovm  upon  the  banks  of  the 
water  of  Tyne  on  one  side,  and  that  the  prior  of  Durham  had  built 
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another  on  the  other  side,  where  no  towns  should  stand,  but  only  huts 
for  fishermen.  The  prior  of  Tynemouth's  f(mT  ovens  at  North  Shields 
were  fined  five  marks,  and  both  Shields  and  Tynemouth  were  forbid 
to  hold  fair  or  market,  or  to  expose  to  sale  meat,  drink,  or  other 
articles.  Previous  to  this  trial,  the  prior  of  Durham  had  obtained  leave 
for  his  tenants  of  South  Shields  to  brew  and  bake  for  their  own  use, 
but  not  for  sale,  or  for  strangers.  The  prior  of  Tynemouth,  it  seems, 
had  sixteen  great  fishing  busses,  which  toiled  for  lucre  of  gain  only, 
and  not  for  the  Prior's  household.  His  town  of  (North)  Shields  in- 
cluded twenty-six  houses,  built  on  the  king's  soil,  within  high  water 
mark ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  grown  so  scandalously  rich  that  they 
were  able  to  lade  and  victual  two  hundred  sail,  which  ofight  all  to  have 
sailed  up  the  river,  seven  miles  further,  to  victual  and  take  in  their 
cargoes  at  Newcastle. — Surtees. 

1280. — ^The  coal  trade  had,  at  this  period,  increased  so  much  as  to 
double  the  worth  of  the  town  of  Newcastle,  and  in  the  latter  end  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  chaldron  upon  coals 
produced  «f  10,000  a-year.  After  the  great  fire  in  London,  in  1666, 
duties  were  laid  upon  this  article  to  assist  in  rebuilding  St.  Paul's  and 
fifty  parish  churches  in  that  city.  In  the  year  1677,  Charles  II. 
granted  to  his  natural  son,  Charles  Lennox,  duke  of  Bichmond,  and  his 
heirs,  a  duty  of  one  shilling  a  chaldron  on  coals,  which  continued  in  the 
family  till  it  was  purchased  by  government  in  1800,  for  the  annual 
payment  of  <f  19,000. — Brand.    Local  Bee. 

1280  (Sept.  18). — There  was  a  grant  from  the  king  to  the  Black 
Friars  of  Newcastle,  to  make  a  postern-gate  through  the  town  wall,  to 
conomunicate  with  that  division  of  their  property,  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  subiu'bs  by  the  building  of  the  said  wall ;  and  on  the  4th 
of  June,  1312,  king  Edward  II.  granted  them  a  license,  to  make  a 
draw-bridge  of  wood,  five  feet  broad,  over  the  new  fosse  of  the  town,  for 
a  passage  to  their  garden  in  the  subiurbs,  with  pale-work,  in  lieu  of 
the  garden-wall,  upon  condition  that  the  bridge  and  pale-work  should 
be  taken  away  on  the  appearance  of  any  imminent  danger.  This 
postern  is  still  discernible  in  the  wall  behind  Stowell  Street,  between 
Morden  and  Berber  towers. — Brand. 

1281. — The  receipt  of  custom  at  the  port  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
is  first  mentioned.  The  amount  accounted  for  was  <£^323  3s.  9d.  the 
custom  of  771  sacks,  74  stone  of  wool ;  11,182  woolled  skins,  and  80 
lasts  and  12  dackers  of  leathers. — Ibid. 

1282. — King  Edward  I.  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  directed  a 
writ  of  summons  to  Newcastle,  to  send  two  members  to  parliament : 
which  is  the  earliest  record 'we  have  of  boroughs  sending  any. — Netoc, 
Fre&m.  Pocket  Comp. 

M 
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1283  (July  9). — Anthony  Beck,  archdeacon  of  Durham,  was  chosen 
by  the  convent  to  be  bishop  of  that  see,  and  was  consecrated  by  the 
archbishop  of  York,  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  on  the  9th  of  January 
following.  Beck's  life  was  spent  in  the  court  and  in  the  camp,  and  he 
bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  important  transactions  which  marked  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  Id  1307,  this  ambitious  prelate  obtained  from 
Edward  II.  a  grant  of  the  regal  dignity  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  He  had 
already  received  from  Itome  the  titular  Patriarchate  of  Jerusalem,  and 
his  haughty  spirit  was  now  gratified  by  the  accumulated  dignities  of 
bishop,  count  palatine,  patriarch,  and  king.  The  palatine  power 
reached  its  highest  elevation  under  his  splendid  pontificate.  Surround- 
ed by  his  officers  of  state,  or  marching  at  the  head  (^  his  troops,  in 
peace  or  in  war,  he  appeared  aa  the  military  chief  of  a  powerful  and 
independent  ^onchise.  The  court  of  Duiham  exhibited  all  ihe  appen- 
dages of  royalty ;  nobles  addressed  the  palatine  sovereign  kneeling, 
and,  instead  of  menial  servants,  knights  waited  in  his  presence-chamber, 
and  at  his  table,  bareheaded  and  standing.  His  high  birth  gave  him 
a  natural  claim  to  power,  and  be  poesessed  every  popular  and  splendid 
quality  which  could  command  obedience  or  excite  admiration.  In  the 
mumficence  of  his  public  works  be  rivalled  the  greatest  of  his  predeces- 
SOT8.  He  founded  the  colleges  of  Chester  and  Lanchester,  erected 
towers  at  Gainlord  and  ConisclifT,  and  added  to  the  buildings  of  Aln- 
wick and  Barnard  castles.  Anthony  Beck  expired  on  the  3rd  of 
March,  1310,  at  his  beautiful  manor  house  at  Eltham,  and  was  the 
first  prelate  of  Durham  who  was  buried  within  the  walls  of  the  cathe- 
dral. His  predecessors  hod  been  restrained  from  sepulture  within  the 
sacred  edifice  by  a  reverential  awe  for  the  body  of  the  faoly  confessor; 
and  on  this  occasion,  &om  some  motive  of  superstition,  the  coipse  was 
not  allowed  to  enter  the  doors,  although  a  passage  was  broken  throng 
the  wall  for  its  reception,  near  the  place  of  interment. — ^aieet. 
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lED  in  the  above  year,  John  of  Darlington,  arch- 
bishop of  Dublin.  He  was  a  native  of  Darlington, 
[in  the  comity  of  Durham,  and  a  friar  of  the  Domini- 
can order.  He  employed  himself  in  acquiring  a 
minute  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures: the  fruit  of  his  labours  was  a  Concordance 
which  he  finished  about  the  year  1270.  It  was  known  by  the  name  of 
"the  great**  or  "the  English  Concordance''  and  was,  most  probably, 
the  first  work  of  this  kind  ever  attempted  in  this  country.  His  repu- 
tation was  so  great,  that  he  was  appointed  confessor  to  king  Henry  III. 
In  his  time  there  arose  a  bitter  contest  between  the  prior  and  convent 
of  Trinity  church,  and  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin ; 
respecting  the  election  of  an  archbishop  of  that  see ;  William  de  la 
Comer,  a  chaplain  of  the  king's,  was  chosen  by  the  former ;  whilst 
the  latter  elected  Fromund  le  Brun,  a  protegee  of  the  pope.  John 
XXI.  who  then  occupied  the  papal  chair,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to 
the  debate,  annulled  both  the  elections,  and  appointed  John  of  Dar- 
lington, archbishop  of  Dublin.  He  wrote  various  other  works  besides 
his  Concordance,  and  Matthew  Paris  records  that  "the  excellent 
vigour  of  his  mind  was  displayed  not  in  literature  only,  but  likewise 
in  counsel."    He  was  buried  in  London. — Guide  to  Binsdale. 

A  dispute  having  risen  between  Hugh  de  Eure,  then  pro- 
prietor of  Throphill,  and  Robert  de  Stuteville  of  Mitford  castle, 
respecting  a  tenement,  which  the  same  Hugh  had  acquired  of  de  Stute- 
ville there,  the  latter  was  charged  with  having  retained  four  wrangling 
fellows  of  the  neighbourhood,  called  Roger  of  Heley,  Reynold  the 
Brewer,  Richard  le  Oraper,  and  Robert  of  Tindale,  to  prevent  de  Eure 
from  taking  possession  of  the  premises ;  and  that  while  the  dispute 
was  pending,  certain  pei*sons  of  de  Euro's  household,  namely,  Stephen 
the  Baker,  Roger  le  Ken,  and  Robert  Scot,  having  come  to  Mitford,  on 
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the  Lord^s  day,  March  26,  1284,  at  the  hour  of  evening,  between  the 
dog  and  thewolf,  Roger  of  Heleyand  his  three  companions  fell  upon  them 
with  swords,  and  bows  and  arrows ;  upon  which  they  fled  to  the  house 
of  Agnes  of  Benerigg,  in  the  street  in  Mitford  which  led  towards  Mit- 
ford  Park,  of  which  house,  in  their  terror,  they  barred  the  door,  and 
there  secured  themselves,  till  Heley  and  his  associates  set  fire  to  the 
house,  and  burnt  it ;  upon  which  several  of  the  family  of  Robert  de 
Stuteville,  by  the  order  and  sending  of  Alianora  his  wife,  viz.  Sir 
Robert  Faggard,  knight,  John  de  St.  Edward,  John  le  Ken,  James  of 
the  lady^s  wardrobe,  Peter  the  page  of  Robert,  son  of  Robert  de  Stute- 
ville, Roger  the  page  of  John  de  Mikley,  Wankeline  the  porter,  Colin 
the  watchman,  and  Belet  the  baker,  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  as- 
saulting party,  aided  them  in  slaying  Stephen  the  baker,  and  consented 
to  the  burning  of  the  house,  inasmuch  as  they  would  not  permit  the 
people  of  the  town  of  Mitford  to  come  near  to  put  out  the  fire.  Be- 
sides which,  after  conunitting  these  crimes,  they  all  returned  in  one 
company  to  Mitford  castle,  where  they  were  received  and  kept  for  four 
days,  the  said  Robert  and  Alianora  being  privy  to  the  felony  thus 
committed.  The  four  hired  bullies  fled  the  country,  and  were  outlawed. 
To  avenge  this  outrage,  de  Euro  commenced  an  action  at  the  assizes  in 
NewcasUe,  in  1285,  in  the  name  of  Richard  of  Cleveland,  against  the 
whole  party,  for  the  homicide  of  Stephen  the  baker,  who  was  Cleve- 
land's brother ;  and,  on  the  record  of  the  pleadings  of  this  trial,  it  ap- 
pears, that  Roger  of  Heley  conunitted  the  murder,  his  three  associates 
aiding  and  abetting  him  in  the  deed ;  and  that  John  de  St.  Edward, 
and  Robert  de  Stuteville  and  his  wife,  were  no  way  implicated  in  the 
affi*ay ;  and  that  Hugh  de  Eure  was  committed  to  gaol  for  abetting 
the  suit  against  them. — HodgsonCs  Northd, 

Leland  gives  the  following  account  of  the  Trinity-house,  in  New- 
castle :— "  There  was  a  howse  at  Barwike,  Ordinis  S.  TrinitoHs ;  but 
Anthmy  Behe^  byshope  of  Duresme,  destroyed  it,  and  then  one  WiUiam 
WakefUde^  master  of  the  house  in  BartoUe^  at  the  defacinge  it  came 
to  Neto  GoBteUe^  and  by  the  aide  of  Gul.  Acton  and  Laurence  AcUm^ 
bretheme,  both  marchaunts  of  New  Castelle,  buUdid  within  the  towne 
of  New  Castelle,  a  house  of  the  religion  of  8.  TrinitcUis^  where  Waie- 
JUde  hymself  was  first  master.^  Anthony  Beck,  was  bishop  of  Durham, 
from  1283  to  1310,  between  which  years,  according  to  the  above  account, 
the  foundation  of  the  Trinity-house  of  Newcastle  must  be  placed. 

The  church  at  Bishop  Middleham,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  built  about  this  period,  by  bishop  Beck.  The 
font  of  this  church  is  a  fine  old  bason  of  Stanhope  marble.  In  the 
parochial  register,  deaths  by  the  plague  are  frequently  mentioned. — 
Suriees. 


A.  D,  1291.]  .TABLE  BOOK.  85 

1286. — It  is  not  known  at  what  time  the  old  church  of  All  Saints, 
in  Newcastle,  was  built,  but  mention  is  made  of  it  this  year. — Bourne. 

1287. — Ford  castle,  Northumberland,  was  built  by  Sir.  William 
Heron.  Two  old  towers,  one  on  the  east  flank,  and  one  on  the  west, 
are  the  only  remains  of  the  old  castle  which  are  retained  in  the 
presmt  edifice. — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

St.  John'^s  church,  in  Newcastle,  is  said  to  have  been  built  this 
year.  The  wooden  spout,  down  which,  in  papal  times,  the  dove,  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  let,  to  represent  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  remained  in  this  church  until  the  beginning  of  the  last  century. 
— Boiume. 

1290. — It  has  not  been  Ailly  ascertained  at  what  time  the  Augustine 
Friars  settied  in  Newcastle,  tiiough  it  is  generally  supposed  that  their 
house  there  was  founded  by  William,  Lord  Ross,  baron  of  Wark,  about 
this  year.  The  hospitals,  &c.  in  the  Manor  Chare,  have  been  erected 
within  its  limits. — Brand, 

1290. — The  brethren  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Mary,  on  their  petition 
to  the  king  in  parliament,  setting  forth  that  the  new  town-wall  of  New- 
castle had  been  built  through  the  middle  of  their  court-yard,  leaving 
tiie  greater  part  of  their  edifices  on  the  outside  thereof,  obtained  a 
patent  for  making  a  postern-gate  of  communication  through  the  said 
wall. — lUd. 

1291. — ^At  what  time  the  present  church  at  Gateshead,  dedicated  to 
St.  Mary,  was  built,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  mention  is  made 
of  it  at  this  period.  The  shape  and  hewing  of  its  stones  prove  that  it 
has  been  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  some  Roman  edifice.  The  old  church 
in  which  bishop  Walcher  was  murdered,  (seepage  43 J,  stood  farther  to 
the  east,  in  a  field  below  the  Rectory-house,  formerly  called  Lawless 
Close^  but  afterwards  the  Miller^s  field. — lUd. 

(April  15). — This  year,  king  Edward  I.  was  at  Darlington,  and 
issued  from  thence  his  summons  to  fifty-seven  of  the  chief  military 
tenants  of  the  north.  They  were  to  assemble,  with  their  retainers,  at 
Norham  castle,  and  attend  him  in  Scotland,  during  the  accustomed  pe- 
riod of  military  service.  On  the  10th  of  May,  the  king  was  at  Nor- 
ham, where  he  held,  in  the  parish  church,  an  assembly,  consisting  of 
several  prelates  and  nobles  of  his  own  kingdom,  and  also  of  the  pre- 
lates, nobles,  and  community  of  Scotland,  to  whom  he  declared  that 
the  purpose  of  his  coming  was,  in  the  quality  of  superior  and  direct 
lord  of  Scotland,  to  maintain  the  tranquility  of  that  kingdom,  and  to 
do  impartial  justice  to  those  who  laid  claim  to  the  crown.  On  the 
2nd  of  June,  following,  eight  of  the  competitors,  with  several  of  the 
prelates,  nobles,  and  community  of  Scotiand  assembled  on  Upsetiing- 
ton  Green,  opposite  to  Norham  castie,  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
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Tweed,  when  ea«A  of  tlioee  present  BolcnmIy'>ecognized  the  aoTerfignty 
of  Edward  over  Scotland,  and  made  abeolute  eubmieaon  of  their  pre- 
tended right  to  the  Soottwh  crown  to  hk  dwMsion.  John  Baliol  who 
was  not  present  on  tbu  occasion,  ^>peared  on  the  morrow,  and  made 
in  the  same  place  the  same  recognition 'and  submisBion  which  the 
others  had  done  the  day  before.  After  several  other  meetings  hdd  in 
the  preaence  of  the  king  at  Norham,  Berwick  was  appointed  as  tho 
place  of  meeting  for  the  further  proceeding  in  Hob  aflair. — Ridpath. 


NORHAH  Castle  . 


King  Edward  I.  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign,  was  supplicated 
by  the  good  men  of  Newcastle,  to  grant  them  a  sum  of  money,  and  a 
license  for  building  of  a  wall  round  the  town  ;  which  was  granted  ac- 
cordingly.— Netec.  Freem.  Poetet  Comp. 

1292. — This  year,  the  great  assembly  of  the  states  of  England  and 
Scotland,  was  held  in  Berwick,  for  determining  the  claims  of  the  sere- 
ra]  competitors  for  the  crown  of  Scotland,  when  king  Edward  I.  pro- 
nounced John  Baliol  successor  to  the  crown.  Dec.  26. — John  Baliol, 
king  of  Scotland,  did  homage  for  his  crown  to  Edward  I.  king  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  hall  of  his  palace,  within  the  castle  of  Newcastle ;  the 
ceremony  was  conducted  with  great  solemnity,  in  the  presence  of  a 
number  of  illustriouB  personages  of  both  nations. — Rymer. 

1294. — This  year  John  de  Baliol,  king  of  Scotland,  at  the  assizes  at 
Newcastle,  substantiated  his  family  claim  to  a  market  to  be  holden  at 
Newbig^ng,  Northnmberiand,  weekly,  on  Mondays,  by  charter  of 
Henry  lll.—HodgtoiC»  Nortkd. 
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1294. — ^At  this  time,  the  town  of  Bamboiou^  ooenra  as  sending  two 
members  to  the  23d  parliament  of  king  Edward  I.  John  de  Greystang 
and  WiUiam  le  Coroner. — MctekmsMs  Northd. 

1295. — ^A  '^  Gockettmn,""  or  Custom-house,  of  which  Boland  Trenta- 
cost  was  the  keeper,  occurs  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. — Brand. 

1296. — The  dismissal  of  all  the  Englishmen  maintained  at  the  court 
of  Baliol,  and  other  proceedings  of  the  Scottish  parliament,  having 
excited  the  suspicions  of  Edward,  he  summoned  the  Scottish  king  to 
meet  him  at  Newcastle,  on  the  1st  of  March.  Edward  arrived  at 
Newcastle  on  the  appointed  day,  accompanied  by  his  nobles,  and  an 
army  of  30,000  foot  and  4,000  horse,  besides  a  body  of  1,000  foot  and 
700  horse,  brought  by  Anthony  Beck,  the  warlike  bishop  of  Durham. 
After  waiting  some  days  in  vain  for  the  appearance  of  the  Scottish 
king,  Edward  advanced  with  his  army  to  Bamborough,  where  he  also 
made  some  stay,  and  probably  repeated  the  summons.  While  here  ho 
received  intelligence,  that  Bobert  de  Bos,  lord  of  Wark,  had  abandon- 
ed his  castle,  and  gone  over  to  the  Scots ;  the  violence  of  his  passion 
for  a  Scotch  lady,  whom  he  sought  in  marriage,  proving  too  strong  for 
his  bond  of  duty  to  his  king  and  country.  His  brother  William, 
whom  he  endeavoured  in  vain  to  make  a  partner  of  his  treachery,  con- 
tinued in  the  castle ;  and  sent  a  message  to  the  king,  requesting  a 
speedy  aid ;  lest  the  Scots,  prompted  and  conducted  by  his  brother, 
diould  make  themselves  masters  of  the  place.  The  king  immediately 
<»dered  a  thousand  men  to  march  towards  Wark ;  who  having  reach* 
ed,  in  the  evening,  a  little  town  in  its  neighbourhood,  took  up  their 
quarters  there  for  the  night,  not  dreading  any  hazard.  But  the  traitor, 
Bobert  Bos,  having  inteUigence  of  their  situation,  led  a  party  of  Scots 
from  the  garrison  of  Boxburgh ;  who  having  invested  the  village,  and 
agreed  on  proper  signals  to  distinguish  each  other  jn  the  dark  from 
the  English,  set  fire  to  the  houses ;  and  the  English,  flying  fix>m  the 
flames,  were  slain  by  their  enemies,  and  some  by  each  other.  The 
leader  of  the  party  escaped,  having  lost  his  horses  and  arms.  Edward 
having  intelligence  of  this  disaster  the  morning  after  it  happened,  is 
said  to  have  given  thanks  to  God,  that  his  adversaries,  having  entered 
his  kingdom,  had  been  the  beginners  of  the  war,  which  he  hoped  to 
conclude  happily,  and  immediately  marched  with  his  whole  army  to 
Wark,  where  he  kept  the  festival  of  Easter. — Bidpath. 

March  28. — Edward  entered  Scotland  with  his  main  army  by  ford- 
ing the  river  Tweed,  below  the  nunnery  at  Coldstream,  and  marched 
direct  upon  the  town  of  Berwick.  A  strong  garrison,  composed  of  the 
men  of  Fife,  now  defended  the  town,  besides  a  smaller  force  that  held 
the  castle.  The  English  king  commenced  the  attack  at  once  by  sea 
and  land ;  of  his  ships,  three  were  burnt,  and  the  rest  compelled  to 
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retire ;  but  all  resistance  soon  gave  way  before  the  impetuous  onset 
of  the  soldiery ;  Edward  himself,  mounted  on  his  horse  Bayard,  was 
the  first  who  leaped  over  the  dyke  that  defended  the  town.  In  the 
devastation  and  carnage  that  followed  no  quarter  was  given ;  no  pity, 
no  human  feeling,  turned  aside  the  sword  from  infancy,  or  womanhood, 
or  grey  hairs ;  the  inhabitants,  with  the  garrison  were  indiscriminately 
butchered.  The  numbers  that  perished  are  variously  stated,  but  they 
undoubtedly  amounted  to  many  thousands:  the  massacre  was  continued 
for  two  days,  during  which  no  one  escaped  whom  the  infuriated  victors 
could  reach.  A  party  of  thirty  Flemings  had  posted  themselves  in  a 
building  called  the  Bed  Hall,  which  the  resident  merchants  of  their  na* 
tion  held  by  the  tenure  of  defending  it  at  all  times  against  the  English. 
They  stood  out  ^^allantly  till  the  evening  of  the  first  day ;  the  building, 
which  they  would  not  surrender,  was  then  set  fire  to,  and  they  perished, 
every  man  of  them,  in  the  flames.  Berwick  was  taken  on  the  30th  of 
March.  On  the  5th  of  April  a  messenger  arrived  from  the  Scottish 
king,  and  delivered  BalioFs  solemn  renunciation  of  his  allegiance  and 
fealty.  ^'  What  a  piece  of  madness  in  the  foolish  traitor ! '"  exclaimed 
Edward,  when  the  message  had  been  delivered ;  ^^  since  he  will  not 
come  to  us,  we  will  go  to  him.^  A  pause  of  a  few  weeks,  to  make  the 
blow  the  surer,  did  not  prevent  this  threat  from  being  both  speedily 
and  effectually  executed.  In  the  space  of  about  two  months,  all  the 
principal  strong  holds  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  were  in  Edward^s 
hand,  and  the  conquest  of  the  country  was  complete.  Soon  after, 
Baliol  laid  down  his  kingly  state  in  a  ceremonial  of  the  last  degree  of 
baseness  and  humiliation.  Divested  of  every  ensign  of  royalty,  he 
presented  himself  before  the  bishop  of  Durham  and  an  assembly  of 
English  barons,  and  standing  with  a  white  rod  in  his  hand,  went 
through  a  detailed  confession  of  all  the  offences  which,  misled  by  evil 
and  false  counsel,  as  he  affirmed,  and  through  his  own  simplicity  he 
had  committed  against  his  liege  lord — concluding  the  recital  by  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  the  English  invasion  and  conquest, 
and  by  therefore  freely  resigning  to  the  English  king  his  kingdom,  its 
people  and  their  homage. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

1296  (August  22). — King  Edward  was  once  more  at  Berwick; 
and  on  the  28th  he  held  a  parliament  in  that  town,  at  which  great 
numbers  both  of  the  Scottish  laity  and  clergy  presented  themselves  to 
take  the  oaths  of  fealty. — lUd. 

This  year,  the  king  of  England,  fortified  Berwick  with  a  wall 
and  fosse,  and  on  the  24th  of  August,  he  received  the  homage  of  the 
Scottish  nobility  before  an  English  Parliament,  summoned  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  bishop  of  Durham  attended  his  sovereign  in  all  the  pomp 
4knd  splendour  of  a  Palatine  prince ;   26  standard  bearers  of  his  own 
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household,  and  140  knights,  formed  his  train,  and  1000  foot  and  500 
horse  marched  under  the  consecrated  banner  of  St.  Outhbert,  which 
was  bom  by  Henry  de  Homcastre,  a  monk  of  Durham. — Surtees. 

1297. — ^This  year,  the  first  two  bui^gesses,  upon  record,  who  were 
chosen  for  Newcastle,  were  John  Scot,  and  Peter  Graper,  or  Draper, 
who  represented  this  town  in  a  parliament,  held  at  York  the  above 
year,  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  It  appears,  however,  that  Newcastle  sent 
two  representatives  to  a  parliament  held  at  Shrewsbury  in  1283.—^ 
Brand. 

The  Scots,  under  Sir  William  Wallace,  entered  England.  On 
their  approach  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland  deserted  their 
dwellings,  and  fled  to  Newcastle,  carrying  with  them  their  wives  and 
children,  their  cattle  and  household  stuff.  The  Scots  now  conunenced 
tlieir  destructive  reprisals,  by  wasting  with  fire  and  sword  the  whole 
country  through  which  they  passed.  The  frost  set  in  at  this  period 
with  uncommon  severity, — and  the  Soots,  who  had  created  a  desert 
a2t>und  them,  began  also  to  dread  the  miseries  of  famine,  as  well  as  the 
inclemency  of  the  season.  Their  encampments  could  now  be  traced  by 
the  frozen  bodies  of  those  who  had  perished  during  the  night  from  the 
intensity  of  the  cold.  On  their  reaching  Hexham,  the  monastery  of 
which  had  been  plundered  during  their  advance,  the  following  singular 
scene  is  said  by  Hemingford  to  have  occurred.  Three  monks,  all  who 
had  the  courage  to  remain,  were  observed  in  a  small  chapel.  Thinking 
that  the  danger  was  over,  they  had  forsaken  their  concealments,  and 
were  endeavouring  to  repair  the  damages  of  the  late  visitation,  when, 
in  the  midst  of  their  labours,  they  discovered  the  Scottish  army  return^ 
ing,  and  fled  in  dismay  to  the  oratory.  The  soldiers,  however,  with 
their  long  spears,  were  soon  among  them ;  and  brandishing  their 
weapons,  commanded  them,  at  their  peril,  to  give  up  the  treasures  of 
the  monastery.  ^^  Alas !  ^  said  one  of  the  monks  '^  it  is  but  a  short 
time  since  you  yourselves  have  seized  our  whole  property,  and  you 
know  best  where  it  now  is.*"  At  this  juncture  WaUace  entered,  and 
conunanding  his  soldiers  to  be  silent,  requested  one  of  the  monks  to 
perform  mass :  he  obeyed,  and  the  guardian  and  his  attendants  heard 
the  service  with  becoming  reverence.  When  the  elevation  of  the  host 
was  about  to  take  place,  Wallace  retired  for  a  moment,  to  lay  aside 
his  h^met  and  arms.  Instantly  the  avarice  and  ferocity  of  the  soldiers 
broke  out.  They  pressed  upon  the  priest,  snatched  the  cup  from  the 
high  altar,  tore  away  the  ornaments  and  sacred  vestments,  and  even 
stole  tile  book  which  contained  the  ceremony.  When  their  leader 
returned  he  found  the  priest  in  fear  and  horror  at  the  sacrilege. 
Wallace  indignant  at  such  conduct,  gave  orders  that  the  villains  should 
be  searched  for,  and  put  to  death.     In  the  meantime  he  took  th^ 
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monks  under  his  own  special  protection.  As  some  atonement  for  the 
outrage  committed,  the  guardian  granted  to  the  monks  of  Hexham  a 
charter  of  protection  for  twelve  months  from  the  7th  November  1297 
by  which  their  lives  and  property  were  held  sacred.  *  Another  au- 
thority says  the  Scots  burnt  the  town  of  Hexham^  together  with  the 
priory,  the  west  end  of  the  church,  and  the  school  house  ;  they  like- 
wise destroyed  Gorbridge,  and  burnt  a  small  nunnery  at  Lambley,  the 
wretched  nuns  suffering  torture  and  ravishment,  -f*  As  they  proceeded 
down  the  north  side  of  the  Tyne,  the  inhabitants  of  Byton,  thinking 
themselves  securely  defended  by  the  depth  of  the  river,  provoked  the 
Scots  with  such  opprobrious  language^  that  a  party  of  them  forded 
the  river,  and  plundered  and  burnt  the  town.  As  they  approached 
Newcastle,  the  townsmen,  having  made  every  necessary  preparation, 
sallied  forth  in  order  to  fight  them,  upon  which  the  Scots  turned 
another  way.  They  also  met  with  great  opposition  when  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Alnwick  castle,  the  garrison  of  which  sent  forth  parties . 
to  attack  the  marauders.  Berwick  was  taken  by  Wallace,  through 
the  neglect  of  Gressingham,  its  governor,  but  the  castle  held  out, 
and  after  a  long  assault,  was  relieved  by  a  large  army  of  horse. 
During  this  inroad,  the  abbey  of  Garham  was  burnt  by  the  Scots  under 
Wallace,  whose  encampment  gave  name  to  an  adjacent  field.  In  king 
Edward^s  letter  to  pope  Boniface,  he  describes  their  horrible  cruelties 
in  the  following  manner: — *'The  Scots  inhumanly  destroyed  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  his  subjects,  burnt  monasteries,  churches,  and 
towns,  with  an  unpitying  and  savage  cruelty,  slew  infants  in  their 
cradles,  and  women  in  child-bed,  barbarously  cutting  off  women'^s 
breasts,  and  burnt  in  a  school,  whose  doors  they  first  built  up,  about 
two  hundred  young  men.**^  J 

1298. — At  a  parliament  held  at  York,  there  wa6  a  general  summons 
to  appear  in  arms  at  Newcastle,  within  eight  days,  to  proceed  against 
the  Scots. — Brand. 

Nov.  23. — In  an  inquisition  of  the  revenues  of  Hexham  Priory, 
taken  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  mention  occurs  of  a  mill  at  ^'  Brink- 
lagh^^  near  Prestwick,  ^Northumberland.  Wind  mills  were  first 
brought  into  use  in  England,  at  this  period. — Maddiion's  Presi.  Car. 

Dec.  12. — Edward  king  of  England,  then  at  Durham,  forgave  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Durham,  the  sum  of  ^1,012.  9s.  ll^d.  their 
arrears  of  subsidies. — Swrteee. 

1299. — William  Wallace,  the  famous  champion  of  Scotland,  wasted 
Northumberland  as  far  as  the  walls  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  which  he 
often  assailed  to  no  purpose,  having  been  as  often  repulsed  by  the 

*  Carrick'b  WiUiam  Walkice.    f  Heron^  Hist  Scot,    f  Rymer. 
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valour  of  the  inhabitants.*  The  king  of  England  appean  to  have 
been  at  Newcastle  on  the  23rd  of  November  this  year.  He  took  the 
banner  of  St.  Guthbert  with  him  into  Scotland.  One  thousand  stock- 
fish, &c.  were  purohaaed  at  Newcastle  for  the  garrison  of  Stryvelyn 
castle,  in  Scotland,  during  this  war. — Brand, 

1299. — Pandon,  imciently  a  distinct  town  from  Newcastle,  was  uni- 
ted thereto  by  a  charter  of  king  Edward  I.  The  kings  of  Northum- 
beriand,  after  the  departure  of  the  Bomans,  are  said  to  have  had  one 
of  their  pahwes  in  Pandon. — Brand. 


TTNEmnrm  HoHAmBY. 


Fob.  20. — King  Edward  I.  restored  to  the  monks  of  Tyncmouth, 
certain  free  customs,  which  the  crown  bad  deprived  them  of,  and 
granted  the  prior  to  have  all  pleas  concerning  his  men,  lands,  and 
tenement^  to  be  pleaded  and  determined  by  his  own  jusUces,  the 
king's  justices  not  being  permitted  to  enter  his  liberty. — Brand. 

Dec,  7. — The  same  year,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  chapel  at 
Heaton,  near  Newcastle,  which  was  honoured  vnth  the  presence  of  king 
I^dward  I.,  to  hear  a  boy-bishop  perform  the  vespers  of  St.  Nicholas 
therein,  on  which  occasion,  he  gave  to  this  clerical  phBenomenon,  and 
certain  boys  that  came  to  sing  with  him,  the  sum  of  408. — Brand. 

This  year,  a  ship  is  mentioned  belonging  to  Hartlepool,  with  a  crew 

•    Pnlrdore  Virgil  Mys,  that  the   ScoU  were  victoriouti  and  pulled  down  bhiI  Liiii.t 
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<^  27  men,  which  together  with  two  barges,  were  employed  in  the 
transport  of  provisions,  for  the  use  of  the  king^s  army  at  Stirling  and 
Edinburgh.  The  master  had  sixpence  a-day,  and  the  sailors  three- 
pence.— Surtees. 

1300. — King  Edward  I.  was  at  Durham,  as  a  mediator  between  the 
bishop  and  his  convent,  touching  their  then  bitter  dissensions. — Hid. 

This  year,  kmg  Edward  offered  a  clasp  of  gold,  of  the  value  of  six 
marks,  at  the  shrine  of  St.  Oswin;  at  Tynemouth. — Brcmd. 

Ahiwick  church  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.,  proba- 
bly about  this  year. — HtUchinsavCs  Northd. 

1302. — King  Edward  I.  was  at  Newcastle,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year. — Rymer, 

1303. — King  Edward  I.,  mustered  that  victorious  army  at  Berwick, 
with  which  he  penetrated  the  remotest  parts  of  Scotland,  and  com- 
pleted its  conquest.  During  the  king'*s  absence  in  Scotland,  his  queen 
resided  at  Tynemouth  monastery. —  WalKi  Northd, 

This  year,  a  fair  was  granted  to  Tynemouth,  but  was  revoked  the 
following  year,  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

1305. — This  year  was  marked  by  the  capture  of  Sir  William  Wal- 
lace. It  appears  that  Edward  had  anxiously  sought  to  discover  his 
retreat,  and  that,  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  the  rewards  his  baseness 
might  earn  for  him,  Ralph  de  Haliburton,  one  of  the  prisoners  taken 
a  short  time  previously  at  Sterling,  had  proffered  his  services  for  that 
purpose.  Upon  being  seized,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  castle  of  Dum- 
barton, and  thence  to  England.  He  was  brought  to  London,  ^^  with 
great  numbers  of  men  and  women,^^  says  Stow,  ^^  wondering  upon  him. 
He  was  lodged  in  the  house  of  William  Delect,  a  citizen  of  London, 
in  Fenchurch- street.  On  the  morrow,  being  the  eve  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, he  was  brought  on  horseback  to  Westminster,  John  Segrave 
and  Geoffirey,  knights,  the  mayor,  sherifis,  and  aldermen,  of  London, 
and  many  others,  both  on  horseback  and  on  foot,  accompanying  him  ; 
and  in  the  great  hall  at  Westminster,  he  being  placed  on  the  south 
bench,  crowned  with  laurel — ^for  that  he  had  said  in  times  past  that  he 
ought  to  bear  a  crown  in  that  hall,  as  it  was  commonly  reported — 
and  being  appeached  for  a  traitor  by  Sir  Peter  Malorie,  the  king^s 
justice,  he  answered,  that  he  was  nevet*  traitor  to  the  king  of  England; 
but  for  other  things  whereof  he  was  accused,  he  confessed  them.^ 
These  circumstantial  and  minute  details,  inartificially  as  they  are  put 
together,  and  homely  or  trivial  as  some  of  them  may  be  thought,  are 
yet  full  of  interest  for  all  who  would  call  up  a  living  picture  of  the 
scene.  Wallace  was  put  to  death  as  a  traitor,  on  the  23rd  of  August, 
1305,  at  the  usual  place  of  execution — ^the  Elms  in  West  Smithfield. 
Ho  wn.s  dragged  thither  at  the  tails  of  horses,  and  there  hanged  on  a 
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high  gallowa^  after  which,  while  he  yet  breathed,  hiB  bowels  were  taken 
out  and  burnt  before  his  face.  The  barbarous  butchery  was  then  c<Mn- 
pleted  by  the  head  being  struck  off,  and  the  body  being  divided  into 
quarters.  The  head  was  afterwards  placed  on  a  pole  on  London 
bridge ;  the  right  arm  was  sent  to  be  set  up  at  Newcastle,  the  left  arm 
to  Berwick,  the  right  foot  and  limb  to  Perth,  and  the  left  to  Aberdeen. 
—Pid.  Hut,  Eng. 

1306. — The  Countess  of  Buchan  having  dared  to  place  the  crown  of 
Soothuid  on  the  head  of  Bobert  Bruce,  was  soon  afterward  doomed  by 
king  Edward  to  a  severe  fate.  In  one  of  the  outer  turrets  of  the 
castle  of  Berwick,  was  constructed  a  cage,  latticed  and  cross^barred 
with  wood,  and  secured  with  iron,  in  which  this  unfortimate  lady  was 
immured.  No  person  was  permitted  to  speak  with  her  except  the 
women  who  brought  her  food,  and  it  was  carefully  stipulated  that  these 
should  be  of  English  extraction.  Confined  in  this  rigourous  manner, 
and  gazed  at,  by  all  who  passed  by,  she  remained  for  four  years  shut  up 
in  her  turreted  cage  upon  the  top  of  the  walls  of  Berwick,  till  she  was 
released  from  her  misery,  and  subjected  to  a  milder  imprisonment. — 
Tyler's  Hist,  of  Scot. 

John  de  Seyton,  one  of  the  esquires  of  king  Bobert  Bruce,  having 
been  taken  prisoner,  was  conducted  to  Newcastle,  and  there  hanged. — 
Ridpath, 

This  year,  judgment  was  given  in  parliament,  that  the  prior  of 
Tynemouth,  who  had  built  a  quay  at  North  Shields,  within  the  flood 
mark  of  the  river  Tyne,  should  remove  it  at  his  own  cost.  The  follow- 
ing year,  the  prior  of  Tynemouth  caused  a  pillory  to  be  erected  in  that 
village. — Brand, 

1307. — In  an  evidence  of  this  date,  the  chapel  of  Widdrington, 
Northumberland,  is  mentioned  as  having  parochial  limits. — Hodg8fyfC$ 
Norikd. 

1308  (Nov.  8). — Died,  the  celebrated  Duns  Scotus,  who  is  said  to 
have  engaged  to  translate  the  whole  of  the  Scriptures  without  tasting 
food,  and  to  have  expired  in  finishing  the  last  chapter  of  the  Revela- 
tion. John  Duns  was  bom  towards  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
at  Dnnstance,  in  the  parish  of  Embleton  near  Alnwick,  Northumber- 
land. Both  Scotland  and  Ireland,  however,  claimed  the  honour  of 
having  given  birth  to  this  learned  doctor  :  from  the  former  he  received 
the  name  of  Scotus  or  Sect.  When  a  boy,  he  is  said  to  have  been 
educated  in  a  convent  of  Franciscans,  at  Newcastle ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  he  afterwards  became  a  friar  of  that  order.  In  the  year  1301, 
after  beooming  a  f^ow  of  Merton  College,  Oxford,  he  was  elected  pro- 
fessor of  theology  in  the  University  ;  his  great  fame  causing  incredible 
numbers  to  attend  his  lectures.     He  afterwards  resided  at  Paris,  and 
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died  at  Cologne  of  apoplexy,  on  the  above  day.  On©  writer  of  hia 
life  aaeerte,  that  he  vos  buried  alive,  because,  on  the  removal  of 
his  bones,  he  appeared  to  hate  turned  himeelf  in  bis  coffin.  In 
his  day  he  vme  considered  a  prodigy  of  learning,  and  obtained  the 
title  of  the  Subtle  Doctor.  But  his  learning  was  only  in  what  ia  called 
tJie  Divinity  of  the  Schoolmen,  far  removed  from  that  sound  and  useful 
learning  which  enables  the  scholar  to  discover  the  truth,  and  to  impart 
the  knowledge  of  it  to  others.  Among  other  extravagant  praises 
heaped  upon  him  by  his  admirers,  it  was  stud,  "  He  waa  so  consum* 
mate  a  philosopher,  that  he  could  have  been  tlie  inventor  of  philos<^hy 
if  it  had  not  before  existed.  His  knowledge  of  all  the  mysteries  of 
religion  was  so  profound,  that  it  was  rather  intuitive  certainty  than 
belief.  He  wrote  so  many  books,  that  one  man  is  hardly  able  to  read 
them ;  aad  no  one  man  ie  able  to  ttnderttand  them.  He  would  have 
written  m<He  had  he  composed  with  lees  accuracy.  Such  was  our  im- 
morttJ  Scotus,  the  most  ingenious,  acute,  and  subtile,  of  the  sons  of 
men.^ — 8ai.  Mag, 


Old  Market  Cross,  Stockton. 


Anthony  Beck  granted  to  the  town  of  Stockton,  a  weekly  market  on 
Wednesday,  and  an  annual  fair  on  the  feast  of  the  translation  of  St. 
Thomas  i  Becket,  and  eight  following  days. — Surteei. 

1310. — This  year,  king  Edward  II.  wa*  at  Newcastle.  On  the  8th 
of  September,  he  dated  public  documents  from  the  abb^  of  New- 
minster  ;  and,  with  his  queen  and  nobles  spent  the  winter  at  Berwiok. 
— Hodgson's  Northd. 

Edward  II.  summoned  the  bailifik  of  Newbigging-by-the-Sea,  North- 
umberland, to  furnish  naval  assistance  for  his  expedition  against  Soot- 
land.  In  1314,  July  25,  they  were  requested  to  furnish  him  with  one 
ship  for  the  same  purpose.— ffix^som'g  Northd. 

This  year,  the  castle  and  barony  of  Alnwick,  came  into  the  powes- 
sion  of  the  Percys,  a  family  of  great  distinction  in  En^and,  from  the 
.  time  of  the  Conquest. — Hist.  Nortlid. 
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1311  (Mar.  31). — Richard  Kellawe,  a  brother  of  the  house  of  Dur- 
ham, was  unanimously  elected  bishop  of  that  see,  and  was  consecrated 
at  York  on  the  30th  of  May  following.  Richard  Kellawe  carried  with 
him  to  the  palatine  throne  the  piety  and  humility  of  the  cloister.  He 
maintained  a  cordial  and  uninterrupted  intercouse  with  his  former 
brethren,  and  selected  from  them  his  seneschal,  his  chancellor,  and 
confessor.  His  public  conduct  was  marked  by  a  steady  sense  of  duty; 
inflexible  in  the  distribution  of  justice,  his  meanest  vassal  shared  his 
equal  protection.  Neither  wealth  nor  rank  could  screen  a  criminal 
from  punishment.  Without  assuming  the  pomp  or  splendour  of  his 
predecessor,  Kellawe  engaged  the  chief  vassals  of  the  palatinate  in  his 
service  by  honourable  retainers  ;  and  he  knew  how  to  avail  himself  of 
their  services  in  suppressing  mutiny  and  disorder  with  prompt  though 
unostentatious  vigour.  If  he  fell  short  of  his  predecessors  in  works  of 
public  liberality,  the  calamitous  period  of  his  pontificate  affords  a  ready 
reason.  He  died  on  the  eve  of  St.  Denis  1316,  at  his  manor-house  of 
Middleham. — Surtees, 

1311. — ^About  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  a  great  confederacy  was 
formed  by  the  nobles  and  others  of  England,  called  Contrariants  and 
Ordainers,  against  Piers  Gaveston,  the  well-known  minion  of  king 
Edward  II.  The  king  retired  with  him  to  York,  where  he  kept  his 
Christmas,  and  received  a  petiticm,  either  to  deliver  him  up  or  expel 
him  the  kingdom.  Having,  no  inclination  to  do  either,  he  retreated 
still  farther  north  with  him  to  Newcastle,  where  they  continued  some 
time.  The  incensed  barons,  headed  by  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  and  ac- 
companied by  all  the  forces  they  could  raise,  pursued  him  thither.  The 
king,  having  received  intelligence  of  their  approach,  fled  with  his  hated 
companion,  to  Tynemouth,  where  his  queen,  then  pregnant  and  near 
her  delivery,  at  that  time  resided ;  from  thence,  having  procured  a 
vessel  in  the  river  Tyne,  notwithstanding  her  tears  and  intreaties,  not 
to  abandon  her  in  that  place,  he  sailed  with  Gavestone  to  Scarborough. 
The  earl  of  Lancaster,  after  he  had  taken  possession  of  Newcastle, 
sent  down  to  Tynemouth,  to  condole  with  the  afflicted  queen,  whom 
reasons  of  state  forbade  him  to  visit  in  person.  The  said  earl,  who, 
with  the  barons,  had  entered  Newcastle  the  same  day  it  was  deserted 
by  the  king  and  his  minion,  seized  the  efleots  which  their  great  haste 
had  prevented  them  from  removing  with  them.  In  Gavestone^s  bag- 
gage were  found  many  jewels  of  great  value  ;  of  these  they  took  an 
exact  inventory ;  and,  after  his  death,  restored  them  to  the  king. — 
Brand, 

1312. — Robert  Bruce,  king  of  Scotland,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  entered  Northumberland,  and,  after  burning  Hexham  and  Cor- 
bridge,  marched  across  the  palatinate  with  such  rapidity,  that  he  sur- 
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prised  the  inhabitants  of  Durham  in  their  beds,  and  laid  the  suburbs 
in  ashes.  Here  the  Soots  divided  their  forces,  and  a  party  undw  Sir 
James  Douglas,  directed  their  march  to  the  coast,  and  after  firing  and 
plundering  Hartlepool,  retired,  loaded  with  spoil.  The  Scottish  mon- 
arch attempted  to  surprise  Berwick,  by  an  escalade  in  the  ni^t ;  but, 
after  ladders  of  rope  were  fixed,  the  place  was  flaved  by  the  barking  of 
a  dog,  which  alarmed  the  garrison,  and  the  assailants  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss. — Surtees.    Bidpath. 

Sedgefield  was  first  made  a  market  town,  by  grant  of  bishop  Kellawe, 
with  a  fair  for  five  days,  to  be  holden  on  the  eve  of  Edmund,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  on  the  three  following  days.  It  appears, 
that  though  the  above  grant  was  made  to  hold  a  market  on  Friday,  a 
custom  prevailed  of  exposing  merchandize  on  the  sabbath  day,  which 
being  complained  of  by  John  de  Wh3rtechurch  then  rector,  bishop 
Bury  issued  his  inhibition,  commanding  the  Sheriff  to  proclaim  the 
same. — Ht^chinson^s  Durham. 

1313. — By  an  inquisition  taken  at  Newcastle,  it  was  found  that  the 
castle  of  that  town,  and  aU  the  edifices  about  it,  were  in  good  repair  at 
this  period. — Bramd. 

1314. — King  Edward  II.  was  again  at  Newcastle,  on  his  route  to 
Berwick,  where,  previous  to  the  battle  of  Bannockbum,  so  disastrous 
to  the  English,  he  rendezvoused  his  army,  consisting  of  40,000  horse 
and  52,000  foot ;  they  were  in  part  lodged  within  ihe  town,  and  the 
rest  in  tents  without  the  walls.  The  carriages  attending  this  anny 
were  numerous,  as  no  supplies  could  be  drawn  from  a  country  desolated 
by  war  and  wasted  by  famine.  Malmsbuiy  says,  if  they  had  passed  in 
one  line,  they  would  have  extended  sixty  leagues  in  length.  After  the 
battle  of  Bannockbum,  the  Scots  followed  up  their  successes,  laying 
Northumberland  and  Durham  under  heavy  contribution.  In  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  they  again  penetrated  into  the  bishopric,  where  they 
particularly  plundered  Hartlepool.  This  place,  and  the  manor  of 
Hart,  had  formed  part  of  the  extensive  possessions  of  Robert  Bruce, 
previous  to  his  ascending  the  Scottish  throne,  and  it  is  very  natural  to 
suppose,  that,  after  it  had  been  wrested  from  his  family,  and  given  to 
Robert  de  Clifford,  earl  marshal  of  England,  who  was  slain  at  Bannock- 
bum, it  would  become  more  particularly  an  object  of  jealousy,  and 
consequently  of  plunder  and  destruction.  After  the  battle  of  Ban- 
nockbum, king  Edward  II.  returned  to  Berwick,  from  which  place  he 
issued  a  proclamation  respecting  \i\&  privy  seal^  which  had  been  lost  in 
that  sanguinary  conflict. — Surtees.    Bidpath. 

Harbotile  castle  was  demolished  by  the  Scots,  but  was  afterwards 
restored.  This  was  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  Umfi^villes  of  Pmd- 
hoe,  who  held  it  by  the  service  of  keeping  Beedsdale  free  from  thieves 
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und  wdves,  under  which  tenure  they  held  the  caatle  and  manor  of 

1314. — Died,  about  this  year,  Hugh  de  Hertipol,  or  Hertlepolo. 
He  was  the  20th  regent  professor  in  the  oonvent  of  Franciscans  at 
Oxford,  which  office  he  dischatged  with  so  good  success,  that  he  was 
adsiitted  to  the  honourable  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  that  Uni- 
versity, and  was  in  so  great  esteem  for  both  virtue  and  learning,  that 
he  was  unanimously  chosen  Minister  ProvinciiJ  of  the  Friers  Minors 
of  the  English  province. — AnHq.  of  the  Eng,  Francisccms. 

1315. — A  letter  of  thanks,  dated  December  18th,  this  year,  to  the 
mayor,  bailiffi^  and  good  men  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  from  king  Ed- 
ward II.  occurs  in  Bymer'^s  Foedera.  From  the  circumstance  of 
their  vicinity  to  Scotland,  and  by  their  loyalty  and  valiant  opposition 
to  their  hostile  neighbours,  they  had  been  exposed  to  various  calami- 
ties, and  suiFered  the  most  grievous  oppresnons.  He  wrote  also  to  the 
king  of  France,  and  to  the  duke  of  Britanny,  on  their  behalf,  to  allow 
them  to  purchase  in  their  respective  dominions,  com  and  other  provi- 
sions necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  and  their  own  support, 
without  the  exaction  of  any  other  but  the  old  and  accustomed  prices. 
— Brand, 

Dunstanborough  was,  at  this  time,  a  manor  and  estate  of  prince  Ed- 
mund, eari  of  Lancaster,  whose  son  Thomas,  obtained  a  license  this  year, 
to  make  a  castle  of  his  manor-house,  in  this  place.  He  was  the  most 
powerful  and  opulent  subject  in  Europe  in  his  time,  but  becoming 
genend  of  the  confederate  army,  that  opposed  Edward  II.,  he  was 
beheaded,  and  afterwards  canonized.  His  estate  and  fortress  were 
restored  to  his  brother,  and  continued  in  the  Lancastrian  house  till 
after  the  battle  of  Hexham,  when  certain  of  queen  Margarets  adhe- 
rents, viz.  Sir  Richard  Timstall,  Thomas  Findem,  Doctor  Morton, 
and  others,  with  120  men,  continuing  within  it  in  arms,  it  was  besieged 
by  lords  Wenlock,  Hastings,  i%nd  two  others,  with  a  laige  force,  and 
after  three  days^  assault,  was  taken,  and  battered  into  ruins,  in  which 
state  it  has  ever  since  remained.  It  stands  upon  a  high  whinstone 
rock,  accessible  on  the  south,  but  naturally  defended  by  a  rocky 
declivity  on  the  west,  and  by  the  sea  and  abrupt  frightful  precipices  on 
the  east  and  north. — ffodgsaiCs  Norihd.  Sw. 

John  Sayer  of  Houghton  (-le-spring),  flying  from  a  party  of  Scots, 

climbed  for  security  into  the  Bell-Ioft,  and  falling  down,  dashed  out  his 

brains  upon  the  pavement.     A  commission  issued  to  enquire,  &c.,  and 

*  reeonusUe  the  church ;   that  is,  to  grant  absolution  for  the  accidental 

shedding  of  blood  within  its  walls. — Surtees. 

This  year,  Andreas  Bruntofb  occurs  as  mayor  of  Hartlepool.  The 
baiiifis  of  Hartlepool  are  mentioned  so  early  as  1297.    The  following 
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list  of  mayors,  from  1315,  was  compiled  from  the  dean  and  chapter^s 
cartularies,  and  from  Hutchinson,  by  Sir  Guthbert  Sharp : — 

Andreas  Bnintoft,  1315,  1317.-Joh'8  Goldsmith,  1322.— WiU'  filius  Gil- 
berti,  1323.— Nich.  de  Bnmtoft.  1335.— Nicb.  Lambefd.— Job's  de  Nesbet, 
1337 — Helyas  de  Brancepath,  1342.— Job's  de  Nesbyt,'  1343.— Hdyas  de 
Brancepath,  1344. — Joh'es  de  Nesbet,  1345, — Job'es  Ward,  1347. — Andreas 
fil'  Rogeri,  1348.— Helyas  de  Brancepath,  1351.— WiU'  de  Bruntoft.  1357— 
Job's  de  Setou,  1362.— Benedictns  fil'  WiU'i.— Ada*  Dowson,  1364— 
Joh'es  Nesbyt,  1385— Joh'es  de  Whitront,  1386,  1387— Andreas  Bruntoft, 
1393.— Job's  Whitrout,  1397.— Joh'  Goldsmith,  jun.,  1398.— Rogems  Hood, 

1407.— Ric.   Bruntoft,   1410 Job'es  Goldsmith,    l4l7.— Rob.    Howdcn, 

1435. — Ric'us  Vavasour,  1476. — Rob.  Pert. — Job's  Whitrout. — Ric  Lasynby, 
1535 Joh.  Browne,  1563, 1582.^Richarde  Hutone,  1583. 

1315. — The  whole  militia  of  England  were  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Newcastle ;  and,  in  1316,  another  rendezvous  was  ordered  to  be  at 
the  same  place,  on  another  expedition  against  Scotland. — Brand. 

The  Scots  attempted  to  take  Berwick  by  surprize,  by  means  of  their 
shipping,  with  which  they  entered  the  river  under  false  colours  ;  but 
being  discovered  by  the  garrison  before  they  began  an  attack,  suffered 
considerable  loss  before  they  could  effect  an  escape. — HtUchinwn's 
Northd. 

1316. — Gateshead  was  at  this  time  governed  by  a  bailiff,  a  patentee 
officer,  under  the  bishops  of  Durham.  The  names  of  several  persons  who 
fiUed  this  office,  occur  as  witnesses  to  charters  in  the  vestry,  from  the 
above  year,  to  1620,  when  it  was  held  by  Sir  Thomas  Riddell,  knt. 
The  borough  petitioned  the  bishop  to  appoint  them  a  new  one  in  1772, 
setting  forth,  that  since  the  death  of  Robert  Delaval,  whose  patent 
was  dated  in  1681,  that  officer  had  been  discontinued,  and  that  they 
had  still  in  their  possession  a  seal  inscribed  "  Sigilltim  Burgh  de  Gates- 
head.'^ At  present,  the  Stewards  of  the  borough  are  the  substitutes  of 
this  ancient  officer.  They  are  annually  elected  by  the  borough-holders 
and  freemen.  Stewards,  assisted  hy  four  grassmen^  were  first  appointed 
in  1695 ;  but  the  appointing  of  grassmen  was  discontinued  on  the 
division  of  the  town-fields  in  1815.  Previous  to  1695,  the  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  appear  to  have  discharged  the  duties  of  these 
officers ;  as  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  borough  are,  up  to 
that  time,  included  in  the  church- wardens^  accounts. — Mackenzie s  Dur. 

The  Scots  again  invaded  England  this  year ;  after  traversing  West- 
moreland, they  entered  the  bishoprick  by  the  mountainous  passes  of  the 
western  frontier,  and  avoiding  the  strong  fortress  of  Barnard  Castle^ 
roUod  like  a  destructive  flood  down  the  Vales  of  thfe  Wear  and  Tees ; 
then,  imiting  their  forces,  they  wasted  the  coimtry  around  Durham,  and 
destroyed  the  convenes  beautiful  seat  of  Beaurepaire,  and  proceeding 
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to  the  coast,  t^io  fired  Hartlepool,  where  the  inhabitants  saved  their 
lives  and  their  e^cts  by  embarking  on  board  the  Hhipping  which  lay 
anchored  in  the  harbour.  Famine  and  pestilence  followed  in  the  track 
of  war ;  the  victors  were  confounded  with  the  vanquished  in  the  com- 
mon calamity ;  and  the  marches  of  the  two  kingdoms  were  reduced  to 
a  state  of  desoUtion  which  had  not  been  felt  unce  the  days  of  the 
Norman  tyrant. — Stuiee$. 


Bui  Its  or  Biai 


1316. — The  hospital  of  St,  Marj'  Magdalen,  at  Bamborough,  was 
licensed  by  king  Edward  11. — Tanner. 

The  dearth  was  so  great  in  NorthumberUnd,  this  year,  that  the 
people  were  obliged  to  eat  the  flesh  of  horses  and  dogs. — ffutcMngon. 

1317. — There  was  a  grievous  famine  and  mortality  at  Newcastle, 
insomuch  that  the  quick  could  hardly  bury  the  dead,  and  a  great  cor- 
ruption of  cattle  and  grass.  Some  eat  the  flesh  of  their  own  children, 
and  thieves  in  prison  devoured  those  that  were  newly  brought  in,  and 
gigeedily  eat  them  half  alive, — Bourne. 

This  year  was  also  marked  by  a  repetition  of  invasion  by  the  Scots, 
and  of  all  the  horrors  attendant  on  the  progress  of  an  exasperated  and 
avenging  enemy.  Three  successive  seasons  of  sterility  had  carried  the 
public  distress  to  the  highest  pitch ;  the  ravages  of  scarcity  and  sick- 
ness were  not  confined  to  the  north  ;  and  the  general  calamities  of  the 
times  are  described  by  the  contemporary  historians  in  terms  almost 
too  highly  coloured  to  meet  belief. — Sur(e«a. 

Sir  Adam  de  Swinburne,  then  sheriff  of  Northumberland,  had  spoken 
sharply  to  the  king  on  some  border  matters  for  which  he  was  hurried 
into  prison — a  proceeding  which  kindled  the  blood  of  his  kinsman, 
Gilbert  de  Middleton,  into  open  revolt.     Sir  John  de  Middleton  of 
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Belsay  Castle,  and  a  great  many  persons  of  property  both  in  North- 
umberland and  Yorkshire,  joined  his  standard :  the  Scotch,  too,  and 
bands  of  border  banditti,  espoused  their  cause.  All  the  castles  in 
Northumberland,  except  Alnwick,  Bambnrgh,  and  Norham,  fell  into 
their  hands;  but,  after  ravaging  the  comities  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland,  and  carrying  fire  and  terror  through  GleveUmd,  the 
country  began  to  recover  from  the  panic  with  which  the  suddenness  of 
their  rising  had  stricken  it.  The  loyaJ  part  of  the  community,  and 
the  militia  of  the  county  assembled ;  and  this  outrage  ended  with  the 
capture  and  execution  of  the  leader  of  the  party,  and  the  confiscation 
of  his  own  estates,  and  those  of  his  cousin  Sir  John  de  Middleton,  and 
of  many  others. — Hodg%wC%  Northd, 

1318. — The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Lewis 
Beaumont,  a  descendant  of  the  royal  blood  of  France  and  kinsman  of 
the  queen  of  England.  He  was  consecrated  at  Westminster  on  the 
26th  of  March,  and  received  possession  of  the  temporalties  on  the  4th 
of  May  in  the  same  year.  Lewis'^s  conduct  towards  the  convent,  to 
whose  liberality  he  was  deeply  indebted,  wa8  marked  by  the  most 
capricious  exeroise  of  power,  and  by  the  most  childish  and  petulant  ex- 
pression of  enmity.  His  character  neither  deserved  nor  received  mercj 
from  the  monastic  historians.  His  ignorance,  his  vanity,  and  his 
petulance,  stand  recorded.  To  these  Greystanes  adds  avarice,  which 
was  the  pander  of  profusion ;  and  prodigality,  which  generated  extor- 
tion. His  private  expenoes  were  enormous ;  his  public  works  were 
confined  to  the  building  of  a  spacious  hall  and  kitchen,  and  a  chapel  at 
his  manor  of  Middleham.  He  died  suddenly,  on  the  28th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1333,  and  was  interred,  with  great  funeral  pomp,  near  the  high- 
altar  of  his  cathedral.  The  sacrist  claimed  and  obtained  the  horses 
which  drew  the  hearse,  the  pall,  and  the  torches. — Surtees. 

This  year,  Norham  castle  was  besieged  by  the  Scots,  Sir  Thomas 
Orey,  being  then  governor,  by  whose  brave  defence,  and  the  timely  aid 
of  the  lords  Percy  and  Neville,  it  was  preserved  from  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  siege,  the  Scots  raised  two  forts  against  the  cas- 
tle ;  one  at  the  church  of  Norham,  and  the  other  at  Upsetlington. 
The  same  year  the  Scots  took  Wark  castle  by  assault. — Bidpath, 

Berwick  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots  by  treachery,  and  Bnis  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  castle.  The  possession  of  this  strong  place 
enabled  his  forces  to  reduce  many  of  the  fortresses  of  Northumberland. 
HutchinsofCs  Dur. 

Nov.  24. — The  king  charged  the  receiver  of  his  victuals  at  Newcas- 
tle, with  the  delivery  of  40  casks  of  wine  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nortk- 
umberland,  as  a  compensation  for  their  losses  by  the  incursions  of  the 
Scots. — Braiid, 
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1318. — ^Thia  year  there  fell  out  in  the  bishoprick  a  moBt  strange  and 
detestable  action ;  for  as  Siehard  Marmedue^  seneschall  to  the  bishop 
of  Durham,  did  ride  to  hold  the  county  court,  he  was  slain  upon  the 
Old  Bridge  of  Durham,  by  his  kinsman,  Robert  Neville.  And  in  the 
following  year,  in  which  king  Edward  II.  kept  his  Easter  at  Kirkham, 
the  same  Bobert  Neville,  in  his  pride  and  wantonness,  got  together  a 
gang  of  excommunicated  thieves  and  vagabonds,  intending  to  take  a 
prey  in  the  Marches  of  Scotland ;  but  at  Bewyck  Park,  he  was  killed 
by  James  earl  of  Douglas. — HarL  M88.  1808.  The  record  gives  no 
account  either  of  the  motives  which  led  to  the  perpetration  of  this 
savage  outrage,  nor  of  any  punishment  which  followed  it. — The  general 
punishment  which  awaited  similar  offences,  if  committed  by  persons  of 
high  rank  and  power,  was  seldom  more  than  ecclesiastical  censure,  soon 
redeemed  ^^  by  some  slight  mulct  of  penance-gold  ;^  and  the  exaspera- 
ted spirit  of  the  surviving  friend  or  relative  was  left  to  seek  revenge  in 
the  retaliation  of  injury,  and  the  perpetuation  of  family  feud. — Surtees. 

1319  (Sep.  1). — King  Edward  II.  arrived  before  Berwick  with  a 
large  body  of  troops.    His  force  was  accompanied  by  a  fleet  from  the 
Cinque  Ports,  laden  with  provisions  an<\.all  kinds  of  stores.     The  Eng- 
lish fortified  their  camp,  and  then  proceeded  to  an  assault.    The  walls 
of  the  town  are  described  to  be  so  low,  that  an  assailant  might  strike 
the  people  that  defended  them  with  a  spear.    On  the  7th,  the  English 
attempted  an  escalade  at  different  parts  at  the  same  time,  and  a  ship 
was  directed  to  approach  with  an  engine  to  attempt  the  walls  next  the 
haven ;  but  all  these  were  fruitless ;   the  ship  was  left  on  the  ground 
by  the  ebb  of  the  tide.    On  the  13th,  a  more  general  assault  was  made, 
when  the  English  employed  a  great  machine  called  a  8aw^  constructed 
for  holding  and  defending  men,  who  were  moved  in  it  towards  the  foot 
of  the  wall,  in  order  to  undermine  and  sap  its  foundation.    Devices 
were  used  to  bum  this  machine,  but  by  throwing  a  stone  of  vast  weight 
from  an  engine,  the  Saw  was  split,  and  her  occupiers  dislodged.    On 
an  attack  of  Mary  Gate,  the  draw-bridge  was  burnt  and  the  gate  in 
great  danger,  but  forces  from  the  castle  coming  to  its  defence,  the  as- 
sailants were  obliged  to  retire.   .  The  earl  of  Murray,  and  lord  Douglas 
had  entered  England  with  10,000  chosen  men,  and  penetrated  almost 
to  the  city  of  York,  the  queen  escaping  with  difficulty.    These  circum^ 
stances  determined  Edward  to  raise  the  siege  of  Berwick.    King  Bob- 
ert Bruce,  perceiving  the  importance  of  this  place,  strengthened  the 
walls,  and  raised  them  considerably  in  height,  adding  also  many  new 
towers  and  additional  bulwarks  to  the  whole. — Ridpath, 

This  year,  king  Edward  II.,  having  granted  a  deputation  of  the  con- 
servatorship of  the  river  Tyne  to  John  Hampsted,  recalled  that  power 
on  the  claim  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle. — Btmrne. 
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1320. — In  a  deed  of  this  date,  a  place  occurs  in  the  field  of  East 
Ohirton,  near  Tynemouth,  under  the  name  of  ^'  Blaie  Chesten^  indi- 
cating plainly,  it  should  seem,  that  there  were  on  the  spot,  at  that  time, 
some  remains  of  a  Roman  station.  In  the  same  deed,  "  the  GaUows  of 
Bodettane^  is  mentioned,  in  a  situation  answering  to  that  of  the  Monk- 
stone,  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  is  no  more  than  the  shaft 
of  an  ancient  cross,  the  inscription  upon  which  is  clearly  of  modem 
date.  In  a  plan  of  Tynemouth,  and  Tynemouthshire,  ajs  surveyed  by 
Mr.  Isaac  Thompson,  in  1757,  the  field  in  which  this  Monkstone 
stands,  is  called  "  Cross  Close  Pasture.'" — Brand. 

This  year,  St.  Leonardos  hospital  occurs  as  existing,  the  ruins  of 
which,  were  to  be  traced,  a  few  years  ago,  a  Uttle  to  the  west  of  Tyne- 
mouth, on  the  road  to  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

On  Candlemas  day,  this  year,  a  congress  was  held  at  Newcastle,  in 
order  to  establish  the  terms  of  reconciliation  between  England  and 
Scotland.  Besides  the  conservators  of  the  truce  for  England  and  Scot^ 
land,  there  were  present  as  aids  and  mediators,  two  envoys  from  Philip, 
king  of  France,  and  two  nuncios  from  the  pope,  but  each  party  insist- 
ing on  rigorous  articles,  nothing  was  eflfected.  This  gave  Bruce  the 
less  concern,  not  only  on  account  of  his  past  successes,  which  had  en-^ 
riched  his  country  with  the  spoils  of  England,  but  because  a  civil  war 
broke  out  in  England  at  the  very  time  of  the  treaty ;  by  which  it  was 
probable  his  atagonist  Edward  might  be  so  distressed  as  to  come  to 
Bobert'^s  terms,  especially  as  Lancaster,  the  chief  of  the  rebellious  fac- 
tion, was  his  friend  and  ally. — Bidpath. 

1321. — All  prospect  of  concluding  a  peace  with  Scotland  having 
ceased,  John  de  Penreth,  constable  of  the  csuitle  of  HarbotUe, 
was  ordered  by  the  •  king,  to  demolish  that  fortress ;  and  the 
sheriiF  of  the  county  was  commanded  to  assist  him  in  this  work 
with  all  his  poss^.  The  Scots  shortly  after,  renewed  hostilities, 
which  they  carried  on  with  great  ferocity,  not  sparing  either  age, 
or  sex,   or  places,  however  sacred. — Ibid. 

1322. — Edward  II.  appointed  Bichard  de  Emeldon  keeper  of  the 
castles,  lands,  and  tenements,  of  Lancaster  and  the  other  condemned 
rebels,  which  lay  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  and  bishoprick 
of  Durham,  and  Boger  de  Horsley  was  commanded  to  deliver  up  to 
Emeldon  the  eaistle  of  Dunstanburgh. — Bymer. 

July  24. — King  Edward  11.  led  a  powerful  army  to  the  borders. 
The  northern  barons  were  ordered  to  join  the  royal  standard  at 
Newcastle  on  the  above  day,  and  the  bishop  of  Durham  was  sum- 
moned to  call  out  all  the  subjects  of  the  palatinate,  able  to  bear  arms, 
both  horse  and  foot,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty.  The 
Scots,  meanwhile,  adopted  their  usual  resolution  of  diverting  rather 
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than  awaiting  the  storm,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  slowness  with 
which  the  English  anny  assembled,  crossed  the  frontier,  and  laid  the 
eastern  district  of  the  bishoprick  in  ashes.  The  king  with  his  army 
marched  to  relieve  Norham  castle,  and  after  an  assault  of  ten  days> 
retook  it.  During  this  time,  his  queen  resided  at  Tynemouth  monas- 
tery. When  the  king  was  at  Durham,  he  oiFered  an  auehe  of  gold  at 
the  shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert. — Surtees, 

1322  (Sept.  14). — The  king  was  at  Newcastle,  on  which  occasion,  the 
nuns  of  St.  Bartholomew  received  6s.  8d.  for  their  pittance  of  one  day, 
by  the  hand  of  the  king^s  almoner.  On  the  18th  of  the  same  month, 
a  mass  was  celebrated  in  St.  NichoW  church,  at  the  interment  of  the 
body  of  Peter  le  Mareshal,  an  officer  of  the  king'^s  household. — Brand. 
This  year,  Stockton  was  plundered  and  fired  by  the  Scots,  during 
their  destructive  inroad  along  the  eastern  coast. — Surtees. 

1323. — Anthony,  son  of  Thomas  de  Lacy,  baron  of  Langley,  pro- 
cured a  charter  for  a  market  and  fair  for  Haydon-bridge,  Northum- 
berland.— Hodgson's  Northd. 

The  walls  of  the  city  of  Durham,  having  been  neglected,  and 
becoming  ruinous,  were  restored,  and  put  into  a  state  of  defence, 
by  bishop  Beaumont,  who,  this  year,  received  a  severe  censure  from 
Edward  II.,  for  his  negligence  in  matters  so  important  to  his 
palatinate. — Surtees. 

The  extreme  distress  of  the  Northumbrians  at  this  period,  from 
the  Scottish  inroads,  had  impelled  them,  notwithstanding  former 
prohibitions  of  the  king,  to  enter  into  treaties  with  the  Scots,  for  ob- 
taining some  respite  from  their  miseries  by  truces.  But  the  king  was 
now  grievously  alarmed  on  this  head,  by  discovering  that  Andrew  de 
Harcla,  in  whose  prowess  and  fidelity  he  had  long  so  much  confided, 
was  privy  to  such  transactions,  and  even  a  principal  party  to  them. 
He  immediately  gave  orders  to  sieze  Harcla,  and  bring  him  a  prisoner 
to  his  presence,  which  service  was  performed  by  Sir  Anthony  Lucy, 
high  sheriff  of  Cumberland.  The  king,  on  hearing  of  his  capture,  ap- 
pointed five  commissioners  to  repair  to  Carlisle,  and  there  to  degrade, 
and  give  sentence  against  Harcla  for  his  crimes.  He  suffered  in  the 
ordinary  place  of  execution  at  Carlisle,  with  great  fortitude ;  affirming 
to  the  end,  that  in  his  transactions  with  the  king  of  Scotland,  he  had 
meant  no  hurt  to  his  own  king  or  country. — Ridpath. 

On  the  execution  of  Andrew  de  Harcla,  earl  of  Carlisle,  who 
suffered  death  for  treason,  one  quarter  of  his  body  was  ordered  to  be 
put  upon  the  keep  of  the  castle  of  Newcastle.  His  sentence  was,  ^Hhat 
his  sword  should  be  taken  from  him,  p.nd  his  gilt  spurs  hacked  off  from 
his  heels ;  that  he  should  be  drawn  and  hanged  by  the  neck,  his  heart 
and  bowels  taken  out  of  his  body,  burnt  to  ashes,  and  winnowed,  his 
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body  out  into  four  quarters,  one  to  be  set  npon  the  principal  tower  of 
Cariisle  castio,  another  upon  the  tower  of  Newcairtie,  a  third  upon  the 
bridge  at  York,  the  fourth  at  Shrewsbury,  and  his  head  upon  London 
bridge,**  which  judgment  was  executed  upon  him  acoordini^y.  The 
castle  of  Newcastle  appears  aboat  this  time  to  have  been  put  into  a 
posture  of  defence. — Brand, 


DOOBWAT  IN  tm  CAntB.  NEWCAaTLE-DPOH-TTKE. 

1323  (May  30). — Edwaid  wisely  put  aa  end  to  a  ruinous  war  which 
had  lasted  for  twenty-three  years.  The  oommissioQeni  of  the  two  king- 
domi)  met  at  Newcastle,  where  a  suspension  of  anus  was  agreed  upon, 
which  wa«  to  last  thirteen  years,  and  which  was  not  to  be  interrupted  by 
the  death  of  either  or  both  of  the  contracting  monarchy ;  but  the  inesti- 
mable blessing  of  peace  vae  not  unaccompanied  by  a  sense  of  national 
disgrace,  for,  ever  since  the  successes  of  Edward  I.,  the  hopes  of  the 
English  had  been  high  and  absolute,  and  after  such  immense  sacrifioes, 
they  now  saw  themselves  obliged  to  recc^nize,  in  fact,  if  not  in  express 
terms,  the  independence  of  the  Scots.  Among  the  English  commis- 
sioneis,  were  Adomer,  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  Hugh  de  Spencer,  lord 
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high  cliuinberlain.     Among  those  from  Scotland,   the  bishop  of  St. 
Andrew's,  and  the  earl  of  Murray. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng,     Hutckinsm, 

1323  (Sept.  30). — This  year,  the  body  of  Ada,  a  bastard  son  of  king 
Edward  IL,  was  buried  in  the  conventual  church,  at  Tynemouth. — 
Brand, 

1324. — Died,  John  of  Berwick  (called  de  BerewicOy  or  Bervicanusy 
by  Leiand).     He  was  the  22d  regent,  or  chief  professor  in  the  Fran- 
ciscan schools,  in  the  university  of  Oxford,  where  ho  taught  a  long 
while,  and  was  at  last  honoured  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity. 
His  learned  works,  especially  his  Commentaries  upon  Peter  of  Lom- 
bardy,  the  celebrated  Master  of  the  Sentences,  are  higlily  commended 
by  Leiand  ;   and  his  manifold  and  solid  learning  is  particularly  taken 
notice  of  by  John  Picus,  count  of'Mirandula,  in  his  12th  book  Agaimt 
Astrologers.    He  departed  this  life  at  Stamford,  in  Lincolnshire,  where 
he  found  a  grave  among  his  fellow  Friers.-^ wiff^y.  of  Eng.  Franciscans. 
1325. — ^This  year,  the  foreign  exportation  of  coals  front  Newcastle 
ap[)ears  to  have  commence<l ;    when  a  French  vessel  arrived  in  the 
port  laden  with  com,  and  returned  with  a  freight  of  coals. — Brand. 
1326  (September  3rd). — There  was  an  order  of  the  king  for  pro- 
viding ships  against  the  attacks  of  the  French,  by  which  Ralph  do 
Neville,  Thomas  de  Grey,  John  de  Fenwyke,  and  John  do  Lilleburn, 
were  commissioned  to  superintend  that  business  in  the  ports  of  Tyne- 
mouth,   Dunstanburgli,   Wliitby,  Alemuth, "  Hertilpool,   Werkwortb, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Nowbiggin,  anil  Holy  Island. — Brand. 

January  29. — The  night  of  Edward  IIL^s  coronation,  tlio  Scots 
made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  take  the  castle  of  Norham  by  surprise. 
The  governor,  Robert  Manners,  apprised  of  the  design  by  one  of  the 
garrison,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  intrusted  with  the  secret,  after  he 
had  allowed  sixteen  of  the  Scots  to  scale  the  walls,  fell  upon  them, 
killed  the  greater  part,  and  made  the  rest  prisoners. — Ridpath. 

1327. — The  fourth  Henry,lord  Percy  (second  of  Alnwick),  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  twelve  barons  to  whom  the  government  of  England 
was  assigneil,  during  the  minority  of  Edward  III.  He  was  tlie  first  of 
the  Percies  who  possessed  the  castle  of  Wark worth,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  injuries  it  has  sustained  from  the  slow  corroding  touch  of 
time,  and  the  more  abrupt  dilapidations  of  man,  still  presents  a  more 
perfect  representation  of  the  strong-hold  of  a  feudal  baron  of  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  centuries,  than  any  otlier  castle  on  the  borders 
either  of  England  or  Scotland. 

The  Hermitage  of  Warkworth,  which  is  so  correctly  describe*!  in 
Dr.  Percy's  well-known  ballad,  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Coquet,  and  about  a  mile  above  the  castle.  This  secluded  retreat  con- 
sists of  three  small  apartments,  hollowed  out  of  the  freestone  cliff 
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whicli  overlooks  the  river.  An  ascent  of  seventeen  steps  leads  to  the 
entrance  of  the  outer  and  principal  apartment,  which  is  about  eighteen 
feet  long ;  its  width  being  seven  feet  and  a  half,  and  its  height  nearly 
the  same.  Above  the  doorway  are  the  remains  of  some  letters,  now 
illegible,  but  which  are  supposed,  when  perfect,  to  have  expressed, 
from  the  latin  version  of  the  Psalms,  the  words-^"  Fuerunt  mihi 
laorymse  mese  panes  die  ac  nocte" — "  My  tears  havK  beer  ut  heat 
DAY  AND  NIGHT."  It  is  Uncertain  at  what  period  the  Hermitage  was 
formed  ;  though  Dr.  Percy  says  it  is  universally  agreed,  that  the  foun* 
der  was  one  of  the  Bertram  family,  which  had  once  considerable  pos- 
seasiona  in  Northumberland,  aud  were  anciently  lords  of  Bothal  caatle, 
situate  about  ten  miles  from  Warkworth.  He  has  been  thought  to  be 
the  same  Bertram  that  endowed  Brinkbum  priory,  and  built  Brenk- 
shaw  chapel ;  which  both  stand  in  the  same  winding  valley,  higher  up 
the  river.  JJut  Brinkbum  priorj'  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henrj-  I.  whereas  the  form  of  the  Gothic  windows  in  this  chapel, 
especially  of  those  near  the  altar,  is  found  to  resemble  the  style  of 
architecture  that  prevailed  about  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
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ING  Robert  Bruce  having  planned  a  formida- 
ble  invasion  into  England,  20,000  Scottish 
horse  assembled  on  the  western  marches,  under 
the  conmiand  of  Randolph  earl  of  Moray  and 
lord  Douglas.  These  were  not,  however,  the 
same  species  of  troops  that  constituted  the 
splendid  cavalry  of  an  English  army.  The 
leaders  alone  possessed  chargers,  their  follow- 
ers were  mounted  on  hardy  nags,  accustomed  to  the  passage  of  bogs 
and  mountains,  and  equally  fitted  with  their  riders  to  endure  the  se- 
verities of  a  campaign.  With  this  force,  not  so  formidable  from  its 
numbers  as  from  the  adventurous  spirit  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  skill 
and  experience  of  the  leaders,  the  Scottish  army  entered  England 
about  midsummer,  and,  crossing  through  Cumberland  and  Hexham- 
shire,  occupied  the  wild  and  mountainous  passes  of  Weardale.  Their 
progress  into  the  champaign  country  was  checked  by  the  arrival  of  Ed- 
ward in  the  north  with  a  powerful  force.  A  very  formidable  part  of 
this  force  were  the  Hainaulters  or  Flemings,  who  had  come  into  Eng- 
land under  Sir  John  tie  Hainault.  The  young  king  was  at  Durham 
on  the  15th  of  July,  and  immediately  moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  Their  track  was  discovered  by  the  smoke  of  burning  villages, 
but  amidst  the  defiles  of  a  mountainous  country  the  native  habits  of 
the  Scots  easily  baffled  the  efforts  of  regular  troops,  and  after  a  fruit- 
less and  desperate  pursuit  of  three  days,  Edward  crossed  the  Tyne, 
determined  to  guard  the  fords,  and  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  inva- 
ders. The  wary  enemy  kept  the  hills ;  and  the  English  ftnny,  after 
enduring  seven  days  of  disappointment  and  distress,  drenched  with 
rain  and  destitute  of  regular  supplies,  recrossed  the  river  (which  from 
the  floods  they  were  obliged  to  ford  seye^  leagiies  higher)  and  a^in 
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recovered  traces  of  the  Scots,  ruined  hainlets  and  wasted  com  fields. 
Irritated  by  the  escape  of  an  enemy  whose  ravages  only  were  visible, 
Edward  proclaimed  cflOO  a  year  in  land  as  the  reward  of  the  adven- 
turer who  would  bring  him  within  sight  of  the  Scots,  where  he  could 
force  them  to  engage.     The  prize  w^as  gained  by  Thomas  Rokeby  who, 
in  course  of  his  wanderings,  fell  in  with  the  advanced  po&ts  of  the  ene- 
my, and  was  made  prisoner.     On  explaining  the  purpose  of  his  adven- 
ture, the  Scottish  leaders,  with  characteristic  spirit,  immediately  re- 
leased him,  and  ordered  him  to  cany  the  desired  intelligence  to  king 
Edward.     The  English  army  halted  that  night  (the  third  since  they 
had  re-crossed  the  Tyne)  near  Blanchland  abbey  ;   and  at  day-break 
placed  themselves  under  the  conduct  of  their  guide,  who  brought  them 
before  noon  within  sight  of  the  Scottish  army,  encamped  in  Stanhope 
forest.     The  Scots  occupied  a  hill,  at  whose  base  the  river  Wear,  a 
shallow  but  impetuous  stream,  offered  a  dangeroos  and  uncertain  ford, 
amidst  loose  rolling  stones  and  shelving  rbcks.     On  the  appearance  of 
the  English,  the  Scots  rushed  from  their  huts  and  formed  in  three 
divisions,  ranged  each  above  the  other,  prepared  with  stones  and  jave- 
lins to  contest  the  passage  of  the  water.     The  English  hesitated  on 
the  brink,  checked  by  the  uncertainty  of  the  ford,  and  the  difficulty  of 
fonning  on  the  opposite  bank.     The  armies  remained  thus  opposed  to 
each  other  for  three  days,  during  which  mutual  defiances  were  ex- 
changed, and  several  adventurous  kni^ts  crossed  the  river  from  both 
camps  to  skirmish  or  to  engage  in  feats  of  arms.     The  ancient  mode  of 
making-  war  had  this  romantic  peculiarity ;    that  in  the  intervals  of 
general  hostility,  adventurers  from  either  side  saUied  forth  to  brave 
their  opponents  to  deeds  of  arms.    Band  encountered  band,  and  knight 
fought  with  knight,  before  the  entrenchments  and  almost  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy  without  any  other  safeguard  than  the  general  deference 
which  was  paid  to  the  code  of  chivalry.     On  the  third  night  the  Scots 
made  false  fires,  and  abandoned  their  camp  ;   the  English  scouts  dis- 
covered them  next  day,  at  the  distance  of  five  leagues,  posted  on  -a 
more  elevated  height,  which  like  their  former  station,  rose  precipitately 
fmm  the  river,  and  was  further  strengthened  by  a  wood  and  a  morass. 
Edward  followed  their  movements  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  the  ene- 
mies again  encamped  in  sight  of  each  other,  separated  by  the  river, 
and  each  dreading  to  hazard  the  attack.     Meanwhile  several  desperate 
feats  of  individual  valour  were  achieved,  but  they  were  all  eclipsed  by 
the  daring  attempt  of  Douglas.    On  a  moonless  night  he  crossed  the 
river,  above  the  encampments,  with  200  horse,  penetrated  to  the  royal 
tent,  and  though  repulsed  and  surrounded,  hewed  his  retreat  through  the 
English  camp,  and  led  back  his  band  of  adventurers  with  trifling  loss, 
amidst  the  slaughter  and  confusion  of  a  midnight  surprize.      The 
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anniea  had  observed  each  other  without  changing  their  respective  poel- 
tions  during  three  days.  The  English  vainly  hoped  to  reduce  the 
Scots  by  famine ;  whilst  the  latter,  unable  to  advance  without  hazard- 
ing an  unequal  contest,  began  to  feel  the  irkaomeness  of  restraint  and 
inaction,  and  to  meditate  the  means  of  retreat.  A  Scottish  knight 
was  made  prisoner,  who  confessed,  with  seeming  reluctance,  that  his 
countrymen  were  in  motion,  and  that  the  troops  were  under  orders  to 
follow  the  standard  of  Douglas  at  the  hour  of  vespers.  The  exploit  of 
this  foTmidabIc  chieftain  was  freshly  remembered,  and  the  English  lay 
all  night  upon  their  arms  expecting  the  atta<;k.  The  morning  discov- 
ered the  deception  ;  the  Scots  had  quitted  their  camp  at  midnight, 
and  by  means  of  branches  of  trees  and  bundles  of  brush  wood  which 
they  threw  into  the  broken  parts  of  the  bog  as  they  advanced,  had  led 
■  their  horses  across  a  quaking  moss,  two  miles  in  extent.  Two  Scottish 
trumpeters  were  purposely  left  behind  to  insult  the  English  with  the 
intelligence.  Pursuit  of  such  an  enemy  was  liopeless  ;  in  three  days 
they  traversed  Northumberland  and  Cumberland  and  on  the  third  night 
crossed  the  Scottish  border.  Whilst  the  young  king  lamented  with 
tears  the  escape  of  his  enemies,  his  soldiers  amused  themselves  by 
visiting  the  deserted  camp,  and  speculating  on  the  simple  or  savage 
manners  of  their  adversaries.  The  king  returned  towards  Durham 
by  easy  stages ;  the  army  halted  the  first  night  in  a  beautiful  meadow 
(probably  in  the  valo  of  the  Wear)  and  the  succeeding  night  Edward 
lay  at  Beaurepaire,  within  three  miles  of  Durham,  and  his  troops  en- 
camped in  the  surrounding  fields.     From  hence,  accompanied  by  his 
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nobles,  he  visited  the  cathedral  of  Durham ;  and  after  aUowing  the 
soldiers  two  days  of  rest  in  the  city  and  its  environs  he  inarched  to 
York,  and  disbanded  his  troops.  The  Scottish  army  were  abundantly 
supplied  with  beef  and  venison,  but  were  destitute  of  bread,  wine,  and 
salt.  According  to  Froissart  the  inventory  stands  thus  :  500  head  of 
cattle  which  the  Scots  had  slaughtered  and  left  behind  as  too  heavy  to 
carry  with  them :  1,000  wooden  spit«  loaded  with  meat  for  roasting ; 
300  cauldrons,  made  of  the  skins  of  the  slaughtered  cattle  filled  with 
water,  and  suspended  on  cross  stakes  over  the  fires  for  boiling ;  10,000 
shoes  or  brogues,  made  of  raw  hides ;  and  lastly  ten  girdles  for  baking 
oat  bannocks,  with  which  they  correct  the  crudity  of  their  stomachs 
when  they  have  eaten  too  much  sodden  flesh :  and  with  which  they 
frequently  corrected  the  crudity  of  their  stomachs  when  they  could 
get  no  flesh  at  all.  A  circumstance  honourable  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Durham  must  not  be  omitted ;  when  the  army  marched  forward  in 
quest  of  the  Scots,  they  left  their  baggage  and  waggons  in  a  wood  at 
midnight ;  the  inhabitants  of  Durham  found  them  there,  removed  them 
at  their  own  cost,  and  placed  them  in  their  empty  bams.  Each 
waggon  was  distinguished  by  a  little  bannerol  (pennoncel)  attached  to 
it — Froissart  further  remarks,  the  horses  were  all  well  shod  at  Dur- 
ham ;  Edward  paid  Sir  John  de  Hainault  <£^4,000  for  the  loss  his 
troops  had  suffered  in  horses  during  the  expedition,  and  di^l 4,000  more 
for  a  subsidy.* — Surtees, 

1327  (Oct.). — The  Scots  laid  siege  to  the  castles  of  Norham  and 
Alnwick,  the  former  whereof  they  took  ;  but,  they  had  not  the  same 
success  at  Alnwick  ;  and,  in  the  siege  of  that  place,  several  Scottish 
knights  were  slain.     They  did  not  hold  Norham  long. — BidpatL 

Nov.  20. — The  commissioners  of  both  nations  met  at  Newcastle, 
and,  concluding  a  truce,  such  preliminaries  for  a  settled  peace  were 
agreed  upon,  as  were  deemed  worthy  of  parliamentary  consideration  ; 
and,  accordingly,  a  parliament  was  summoned  to  assemble  at  York. — > 
Ridpdth. 

1328  (Jan.  24). — King  Edward  III.  was  married  at  York,  and 
about  the  same  time,  orders  were  issued  in  his  name  to  the  bishop  of 
Durham,  the  sherifls  of  Northumberland  and  Yorkshire,  and  magis- 
trates of  Newcastle,  to  give  honourable  reception  to  certain  Scotchmen, 


*  Acoording  to  Barbour,  Artillerjr  was  employed  by  Edward  during  tbia  campaign, 

Tw*  novdtteB  that  day  the  saw, 

That  foroth  in  Scotland  had  been  nane, 

Timbera  for  belmee  was  the  ane, 

That  they  l>TO«ig;ht  then  of  great  beaatie, 

And  alao  wonder  for  to  aee; 

The  other  crakyt  were  of  war, 

That  they  before  heard  never  air.~71l#  Brvyg^, 
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to  the  number  of  a  hundred,  who  were  coming  to  York  to  treat  about 
a  final  peace  between  the  two  nations.  The  parliament  which  met  at 
York,  after  sitting  a  month  broke  up  without  doing  any  business.  It 
was  afterwards  reassembled  at  Northampton,  where,  about  the  Feast 
of  Whitsuntide,  a  peace  was  concluded.  One  of  its  leading  articles 
was,  that  a  marriage  should  take  place  between  prince  David,  the  only 
son  of  Robert  Bruce,  and  the  princess  Joanna,  a  sister  of  king  Edward. 
^Pict,  Eisi.  Eng. 

1328  (July). — The  princess  Joan  was  conveyed  to  Berwick  by  the 
queen-mother,  Isabella,  with  a  splendid  retinue,  where  she  was  received 
by  the  earl  of  Murray,  and  lord  Douglas,  representatives  of  the  king, 
he  being  sick ;  and  in  spite  of  the  tender  age  of  the  parties  (for  the 
bride  was  in  her  seventh  and  the  bridegroom  only  in  his  fifth  year), 
the  marriage  was  solemnized,  on  the  day  of  Mary  Magdalen,  the  22d 
of  July.  With  the  princess,  whom  the  Scots  sumamed  ''  Joan  Make- 
peace,'" were  delivered  up  many  of  the  jewels,  charters,  and  other 
things  which  had  been  taken  out  of  Scotland  by  Edward  I.  In  return 
for  these  and  other  advantages  of  the  compact,  Bruce  agreed  to  pay  to 
)  the  king  of  England  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  marks  in  compensation 

for  the  damages  ddne  by  the  Scots  in  their  recent  invasion.    At  this 
I  ceremony,  a  magnificent  parade  was  made  by  the  nobles  of  each  nation, 

L  and  a  sumptuous  pageant  crowded  the  place,  with  all  that  solemn 

'  pomp,  which,  in  the  days  of  chivalry,  decked  out  public  spectacles. 

Sumptured  horses,  and  men  braced  in  shining  arms,  forming  long 
trains  of  steel  effigies,  stiffened  in  coats  of  mail,  and  strapped  like  in- 
animate beings,  to  the  saddle,  were  the  chief  objects ;  Lord  Morti- 
mer^s  retinue  alone,  consisted  of  nine  score  knights,  properly  capari- 
soned, with  their  esquires,  gentlemen,  and  yeomen. — JRidpath.  Piet. 
Bitt.Eng. 

This  year,  king  Edward  III.  remitted  to  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle, 
all  debts  and  arrears  due  to  him  and  his  progenitors,  as  a  recompense 
for  the  great  losses  they  had  sustained  by  the  frequent  incursions  of 
the  Scots. — Brand. 

1330. — The  prior  of  Tynemouth  let  a  colliery,  caUed  Heygrove,  at 
^^  Elstewyke.'"*  for  £5,  a-year,  another  in  the  East-field  there,  at  six 
marks  a-year ;  besides  which,  they  had  one  in  the  West-field,  and  an- 
other near  Gallow-flat,  on  the  same  estate,  in  the  years  1331  and 
lSS4i.— Brand.    See  AprU  24,  1695. 

1332  (Oct.  26),— King  Edward  III.  deputed  John  Darcy  and  Wil- 
liam Denum,  to  treat  with  the  ambassadors  from  Scotland,  at  New- 
castle.— Brand. 

*  Elswick,  near  Newciustle, 
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1332. — Died,  William  of  Alnwiok,  a  native  of  Alnwick  in  North- 
umberland. He  was  a  Franciscan  of  very  great  learning,  and  much 
admired  in  the  university  at  Oxford ;  where  for  his  merits,  he  was  by 
unanimous  consent  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity ;  of 
which  sacred  faculty  he  was  the  forty- second  chief  Professor  regent  in 
the  convent  of  his  order  there.  After  he  had  finished  his  lecture  and 
regency  in  Oxford,  he  went  into  Italy,  where  he  became  a  bishop. 
He  died  at  Avignon,  in  Provence. — Antiq,  of  the  Eng.  Frandsccms, 

1333  (April  1). — King  Edward  III.  arrived  at  Durham  on  his 
march  northwards.  During  his  stay  at  Durham,  he  lodged  in  the 
priory ;  a  few  days  after.  Queen  Philippa  came  from  Knaresborough 
to  meet  him,  and,  being  unacquainted  with  the  custom  of  this  church, 
went  through  the  abbey  gates  to  the  priory,  and  after  supping  with  the 
king,  retired  to  rest.  This  alarmed  the  monks,  one  of  whom  went  to 
the  king,  and  informed  him,  that  St.  Cuthbert  had  a  mortal  aversion 
to  the  presenco  of  a  woman.  Unwilling  to  give  any  offence  to  the 
church,  Edward  immediately  ordered  the  queen  to  arise,  who,  in  her 
under  garraynts  only,  returned  by  the  gate  through  which  she  had  en- 
tered, and  went  to  the  castle,  after  most  devoutly  praying  that  St. 
Cuthbert  would  not  revenge  a  fault,  which  she  had,'  through  ignorance, 
committed.  Edward,  on  being  refused  the  homage  of  David  Bruce, 
and  the  restitution  of  Berwick  being  witheld  from  him,  commanded  his 
herald  to  proclaim  his  defiance  of  the  Scottish  king,  which  was  equiva- 
lent to  a  declaration  of  war.  On  the  12th  of  April,  the  English  army 
commenced  the  siege  of  Berwick,  which  had  been  put  into  a  complete 
posture  of  defence.  The  English  monarch,  with  his  army,  remained 
before  the  walls  of  Berwick  for  about  a  month,  when  perceiving  no 
likelihood  of  its  surrender,  he  led  his  army  into  Scotland,  carrying 
carnage  and  devastation  in  his  train,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ber- 
wick, and  finding  that  it  still  held  out,  he  changed  the  siege  into  a 
complete  blockade,  both  by  sea  and  land.  The  brave  garrison  getting 
no  relief,  and  suflfering  great  privations,  offered  to  Edward  terms  of 
capitulation,  to  deliver  up  the  place  in  five  days,  provided  that  it  should 
not  be  relieved  before  that  time.  On  the  16th  of  July,  these  terms 
were  agreed  to,  and  hostages  delivered  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
contract,  one  of  whom  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Seton,  the 
deputy-governor,  whose  younger  son  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
Edward.  It  is  reported  that  during  the  cessation,  Edward  committed 
the  following  indelible  act  of  cruelty  ;  he  insisted  upon  the  immediate 
surrender  of  the  town,  threatening  in  case  of  refusal,  to  hang  the  gover- 
nor'^s  sons  in  full  view  of  the  ramparts.  The  governor,  after  the  most 
conflicting  torments,  replied,  that  he  was  determined  to  preserve  his 
rectitude,  though  at  the  inestimable  price  of  his  sons.     Edward,  in 
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unison  with  his  threat,  caused  a  gibbet  to  be  erected,  whereon  he 
hanged  Seton'^s  two  sons.*  The  spot  where  this  sanguinary  act  is  said 
to  have  taken  place,  is  a  considerable  eminence  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Tweed,  and  has  ever  since  been  termed  Ha'ag-a-dyk^Nook. 
July  19,  the  English  had  taken  up  their  station  on  Hallidon  Hill,  on 
the  west  side  of  Berwick,  where  they  had  every  advantage  imaginable 
for  defending  themselves,  besides  the  great  superiority  of  numbers. 
Douglas,  though  an  experienced  and  gallant  leader,  being  so  enraged 
at  Edward^s  treachery,  that  he  determined  to  attack  the  English  camp 
without  weighing  the  matter  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  coolness.  Im- 
mediately before  the  armies  engaged,  a  person  of  great  stature  went 
from  the  Scots  camp,  and  gave  a  challenge  to  any  of  the  English  who 
dared  to  engage  him  in  single  combat.  He  had  once  saved  Bruce^s 
life  by  slaying  a  bull  which  was  running  upon  the  king  and  got  the 
name  of  Tumbull  from  that  heroic  action.  Along  with  himself  he 
brought  a  large  mastiff  when  he  defied  the  English.  Sir  Robert  Ben- 
hale  came  directly  from  the  English  camp,  and  at  one  blow  slew  the 
mastiff,  and  with  great  agility  cut  off  first  the  right  arm,  and  then  the 
head  of  Tumbull.  Douglas  immediately  assaulted  the  English,  who  in 
return,  poured  showers  of  darts,  and  rolled  great  stones  upon  the 
Scots,  which  soon  threw  them  into  confusion,  at  which  time  the  Eng- 
lish rushed  among  their  broken  ranks  and  made  great  slaughter. 
The  Scots  lost  twelve  thousand  on  the  field,  with  Douglas  their  leader, 
besides  a  great  number  of  nobility.  The  town  and  castle  were  also 
delivered  up  to  Edward,  and  he  obliged  Patrick  Dunbar,  whose  son  he 
had  hanged,  to  rebuild  the  castle  of  Dunbar  at  his  own  expense,  he 
having  demolished  it  to  prevent  the  English  from  sheltering  there. — 
Bidpath,    FvUer's  Hist,  of  Berwick. 

1333. — At  the  solicitation  of  king  Edward  III.,  Richard  Bury  was 
appointed  bishop  of  Durham.  After  studying  at  Oxford,  Bury  be- 
came a  monk  in  the  convent  of  Durham,  but  was  soon  after  selected 
to  be  tutor  to  Edward,  prince  of  Wales.  On  the  accession  of  Edward 
his  road  lay  open  to  wealth  and  honour;  he  became,  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, cofferer,  treasurer  of  the  wardrobe,  archdeacon  of  North- 
ampton, prebendary  of  Lincoln,  Sarum,  and  Lichfield ;  and,  lastly, 
keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal ;  and  whilst  he  held  that  office  was  twice 
ambassador  at  Rome.  In  1332,  he  obtained  the  deanery  of  Wells, 
and  on  his  return  through  France  from  his  second  embassy,  was  met 


*  The  remaias  of  two  bvman  scdb  are  to  be  seen  at  thia  day  in  the  poor-house  ^f 
Tirccdmouth,  whicb  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  inhabitsnts  of  that  village  affirm  to 
have  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation,  as  being  the  sculls  of  Sir  Alexan- 
der SetoDii  two  sona*— Palfar's  Hut,  tfBwtwkk 
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by  the  news  of  his  unsolicited  promotion  to  the  vacant  see  of  Durham. 
On  the  day  of  his  installation  at  Durham  he  gave  a  splendid  feast  to 
the  royal  and  noble  persons  who  attended  the  ceremony.  The  king 
and  queen  of  England,  Baliol  king  of  Scotland,  two  archbishops,  seven 
bishops,  five  earls,  and  aU  the  northern  nobility,  were  entertained  with 
magnificent  hospitality.  In  1334  he  was  appointed  chancellor  of 
England,  and  in  1336  high  treasurer,  and  continued  till  death  to 
hold  his  accumulated  honours,  and  enjoy  the  unabated  confidence  of 
his  sovereign.  He  was,  subsequently,  ambassador  in  France,  together 
with  the  bishop  of  Winchester;  and  in  1338  was  twice  at  Paris,  and 
visited  Antwerp  and  Brabant.  But  his  high  offices  did  not  engross 
the  whole  of  his  attention,  for  his  memor}'  has  descended  to  posterity 
aj3  one  of  the  earliest  patrons  of  letters.  His  palace  wa^  the  acfylum 
of  learning,  and  he  maintained  there  all  the  splendid  and  expensive 
apparatus  of  early  literature,  illuminators,  binders,  and  transcribers. 
Bury  also  employed  the  ample  opportunities  which  his  high  offices  and 
frequent  embassies  afforded,  in  the  collection  of  a  vast  store  of  manu- 
scripts, which  were  plentifully  distributed  in  his  different  residences. 
His  charities  were  unbounded;  his  gates  were  daily  opened  to  the 
poor ;  besides  the  fragments  of  his  table,  four  quarters  of  wheat  were 
distributed  to  them  weekly,  and  those  who  came  too  late  were  relieved 
with  one  farthing  each.  As  often  as  the  bishop  travelled  from  Dur- 
ha.m  to  Newcastle  he  gave  twelve  marks  in  charity  ;  between  Durham 
and  Stockton  eight  marks ;  between  Durham  and  Auckland  five  marks ; 
and  from  Durham  to  Middleham  a  hundred  shillings.  In  short,  his 
living  liberality  defeated  the  avarice  of  his  executors,  who,  instead  of 
treasure,  found  coffers  filled  onlv  with  linen  and  sacerdotal  vestments. 
Burv^  died,  wasted  with  long  sickness,  at  his  manor  house  of  Auckland, 
on  the  14th  of  April,  1345,  and  was  interred  in  the  west  angle  of  the 
cathedral  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month. — Surfees. 

1333. — Edward  III.  directed  the  bailiffs  of  Newbigging,  Northum- 
berland, to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  ships  within  their  port,  and  there  to 
detain  them  for  his  use,  as  well  as  to  send  him  a  list  of  all  vessels 
belonging  to  it,  whether  at  that  time  in  the  harbour,  or  absent  on 
voyages. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

1334. —  King  Edward  III.  kept  his  Whitsuntide  at  Newcastle,  soon 
after  which,  Edward  Baliol,  king  of  Scotland,  did  him  homage  in  the 
church  of  the  Black  Friars,  in  that  town,  as  his  superior,  and  chief 
lord  of  the  realm  of  Scotland.  This  was  performed  on  the  19th  of 
June,  in  a  public  and  solemn  manner,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  nobles  and  gentlemen  there  assembled,  before  whom  he  bound 
himself  by  oath,  to  hold  that  kingdom  for  himself  and  his  successors  of 
the  thon  king  of  England,  his  heirs  and  successors  for  ever.      He 
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alienated,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  English  king,  the  five  Scottish 
oounties,  next  adjoining  to  the  borders  of  England,  to  be  annexed  to 
that  crown  for  ever. — Brand, 

1334. — King  Edward  III.,  by  aivrit,  forbade  the  mayor  and  bailiffs 
of  Newcastle,  to  hinder  the  mooring  of  ships  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Tyne. — Ibid, 

1335  (Feb.  16). — King  Edward  III.  was  at  Newcastle;  he  was 
there  again  about  midsummer,  this  year,  with  his  army,  where  he  was 
attended  also  by  Baliol,  king  of  Scots — Ibid, 

This  year,  the  Scots  ravaged  all  the  country  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tees ;  the  terrified  inhabitants  of  Hartlepool  flew  to  their  ships,  with 
such  effects  as  they  could  readily  remove,  and  put  to  sea  for  safety. 
How  the  town  could  be  so  easily  surrendered  is  surprising,  except  by 
treachery,  the  appearance  of  the  fortification  being  so  solid,  that  a  long 
siege  could  have  been  sustained ;  however,  the  enemy  were  satisfied 
by  a  large  contribution,  which  saved  the  whole  neighbourhood  from 
destruction. — Surtees, 

The  king  of  England  resolving  to  make  a  complete  reduction  of 
Scotland,  assembled  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  at  Newcastle, 
and  sent  from  thence  one  hundred  and  sixty  sail  of  shipping  to  bum 
and  ravage  the  coast,  which  orders  they  performed  with  great  exact- 
ness.— Seotfs  Bonier  Exploits. 

November. — A  truce  was  agreed  to  at  Alnwick  between  Edward 
III.  and  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  the  guardian  of  Scotland. — Bidpath. 

1336  (June  20). — King  Edward  III.  was  at  Newcastle,  on  his  way 
to  Perth.  He  returned  to  Newcastle  before  the  28th  of  October 
following. — Brcmd, 

This  year,  the  king  met  the  Scottish  delegates  at  Newcastle,  when 
he  acceded  to  proposals  made  by  the  pope''s  nuncio,  for  a  fiurther  time 
rf  truce. — Bidpath. 

This  year,  mention  occurs  of  a  new  chapel  of  St.  Mary,  at  Tyne- 
mouth. — Br<md. 

1337. — The  king  api)ointed  assemblies  of  his  northern  barons,  to  be 
held  at  York,  and  once  at  Newcastle. — Ibid, 

1338. — The  Franciscans  had  a  house  in  Berwick,  to  which  king 
Edward  III.,  this  year,  confirmed  a  grant  of  twenty  marks  annually. 
— Hutckinson^s  Northd. 

March  25. — The  king  appears  to  have  been  in  Newcastle-npon- 
Tvne. — Brand, 

1339. — This  is  the  period  from  which  the  still  venerable  pile  of  grey 
and  massive  ruins  of  Blenkinsopp  castle,  date  their  origin,  when 
**  Thomas  de  Blenkinsopp "'  had  a  lic^ice  to  fortify  his  mansion  on 
the  bordens  of  Scotland. — ffodf9on*s  Northd. 
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1339  (May). — Gilbert  Urafreville,  Henry  de  Percy,  and  Ralph 
Neville,  were  joined  in  a  commission  to  levy  forces  in  Northumber- 
land, and  march  with  them  under  Edward  Baliol  against  Scotland,  if 
that  country  should,  as  it  was  apprehended,  proceed  to  the  extremity 
of  breaking  the  truces,  then  lately  entered  into. — HodgitnCs  Northd. 

August  1 5. — By  a  sudden  inundation  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  New- 
castle, a  great  part  of  the  town  wall,  which  extended  along  the  quay, 
was  thrown  down,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  seven  men  and  women, 
including  several  priests,  were  drowned. — Brand, 

1340. — King  Edward  III.  was  at  Berwick,  with  an  army  of  forty 
thousand  foot  and  six  thousand  horse. — FvUer's  Hiat.  ofBervnck. 

1341. — King  Edward  111.  kept  the  festival  of  Easter,  at  Berwick, 
and  held  a  tournament,  in  which  twelve  knights  of  Scotland  entered 
the  lists  with  twelve  of  the  king^s  train.  This  spectacle  was  exhibited 
with  great  magnificence  and  solemn  pomp;  but  from  the  animosity 
which  subsisted  between  the  people  of  the  two  nations,  this  exhibition 
was  attended  with  so  much  ire  and  inveteracy,  and  such  bitter  rival- 
ship,  that  two  Scottish  knights  were  slain,  as  also  Sir  John  Twiford, 
an  English  knight. — Ibid. 

This  year,  it  was  granted  that  no  goods  come  by  sea  to  Newcastle, 
should  be  sold,  until  a  plank  be  laid  to  the  ship,  on  forfeiture  of  the 
goods. — Brand. 

November  4. — The  king  was  at  Newcastle.  A  military  rendezvous 
had  been  ordered  there  on  Jan.  24th,  this  year. — Ibid. 

1342. — David,  king  of  Scotland,  invaded  England  by  the  eastern 
border,  with  an  army  of  fifty-three  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and, 
coming  to  Newcastle,  lay  about  it  all  night.  Early  the  next  morning, 
the  townsmen  sallied  forth  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  of  whom  they 
slew  great  numbers  by  surprise,  and  brought  back  with  them  the  earl 
of  Murray,  whom  they  took  a  prisoner  in  his  tent.  The  next  morning 
the  Scots  assaulted  the  town,  but  Sir  John  Nevil,  then  captain  of  the 
castle,  making  a  most  vigorous  defence,  they  were  compelled  to  raise 
the  siege,  and  marched  on  towards  Durham,  which  they  took,  after  a 
siege  of  seven  days.  David  here  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  horrid 
massacre  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  spoiled  and  plundered  the  sacred 
places,  and  put  the  religious  to  miserable  deaths.  On  his  returning 
homewards,  the  rear  of  his  army  passing  the  castle  of  Wark  with 
great  loads  of  plunder,  were  seen  by  the  garrison  with  the  greatest 
indignation.  Sir  William  Montague  was  then  governor,  and  the 
countess  of  Salisbury,  whose  lord  the  fortress  then  belonged  to,  then 
resided  there.  The  governor,  with  forty  horsemen,  made  a  sally, 
attended  with  considerable  slaughter,  bringing  into  the  castle  one 
hundred  and  sixty  horses  laden  with  booty.    King  David,  incensed  at 
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this  insalt,  led  his  army  against  the  castle,  and  made  a  generaJ  assault, 
but  met  with  a  repulse,  attended  with  great  bloodshed.  David  then 
prepafed  to  fill  up  the  ditches,  and  bnng  his  battering  engmes  to  play 
upon  the  walls.  The  imminent  danger  of  the  garrison,  rendered  it 
neoeasary  to  send  information  of  their  situation  to  the  English  mon- 
arch, who  was  approaching  the  borders  with  a  great  anny.  The 
,  place  being  closely  invested,  rendered  such  an  attempt  perilous ;  but 
it  was  fiBected  by  the  governor  himself  on  a  fleet  horse ;  in  the  daric- 
nese  and  tumult  of  a  stormy  night,  he  passed  through  the  enemyV 
lines,  and  carried  intelligence  to  king  Edward,  who  re-doubled  hts  speed 
to  relieve  the  place.  The  Scottish  chieftains,  unwilling  to  hazard  the 
treasures  they  had  reaped  in  their  expedition,  persuaded  the  king  to 
raise  the  siege  and  pass  the  Tweed,  which  was  done  only  six  hours 
before  the  van  of  the  English  army  appeared.  The  joy  of  the  countess 
of  Salisbury,  for  this  relief,  and  her  pleasing  deportment  while  she 
entertained  the  king  at  Wark,  were  the  beginning  of  an  amour  to 
which  the  famous  institution  of  TAe  Ordw  of  the  Garter^  is  said  to  owe 
its  origin. — HiUcki'Mon^t  Northd. 

1312  (Oct.  20). — King  Edward  III.  confirmed  oertaio  articles  oon- 
eeming  the  govermnent  of  the  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  in  full  guild,  held  at  the  hospital  of  St.  Mary, 
Westgate,  in  that  town,  on  the  Friday  before  Valentine  day  in  that 
year,  and  had  been  sealed  under  the  common  seal. — JBrand. 
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1342. — Tyne-bridge  is  mentioned  as  being  in  a  ruinous  and  falling 
condition,  and  not  having  its  rents  duly  paid :  it  was  agreed  upon, 
and  ordered  on  this  occasion,  that  the  master  thereof,  assisted  by 
some  of  the  magistrates  of  Newcastle,  should  call  in  and  levy  the 
arrears  to  be  applied  to  the  repairing  thereof.  A  part  of  the  bridge 
had  been  carried  away  by  a  sudden  inundation  about  three  years 
previously. — Bourne, 

There  was  a  patent  granted  in  this  year,  for  enclosing  and  fortifying 
the  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. — Brand, 

1343. — Bury,  bishop  of  Durham,  vindicated  his  right  to  royal  fish 
(two  whales  and  two  sturgeons)  which  were  cast  on  the  coast,  within 
his  manor  of  Howden. — Surtees. 

October  20. — ^By  a  charter  of  this  date,  liberty  was  granted  to  the 
burgesses  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  at  large,  to  purchase  at  prime  cost, 
out  of  all  ships  coming  into  that  port,  such  merchandizes  as  were 
necessary  for  the  private  use  of  each ;  which  was  an  infringement  of 
the  particular  immunities  of  the  merchant  guild  of  that  place. — Brand, 

This  year,  there  was  a  commission  of  bishop  Bury,  concerning  the 
hindrance  of  ships  in  the  river  Tyne. — Ibid. 

This  year,  Sir  William  de  Felton,  who  was  possessed  of  large  estates 
in  Northumberland,  and  was  much  employed  by  king  Edward  III.  in 
the  military  services  of  the  borders,  had  a  pension  of  <£^20  per  annum 
for  his  services,  granted  to  him  and  his  heirs,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
customs  of  Newcastle. — Surtees  Soc.  Wills  and  Inv. 

Bothal  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Hodgson  (Hist,  of  Northumberland,  II. 
ii.,  152.)  to  have  been  one  of  the  estates  forfeited  to  the  crown  by  the 
rebeUion  of  Mowbray,  earl  of  Northumberland.  Early  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  I.  it  was  possessed  by  Richard  Bertram,  uncle  of  William 
Bertram  II.  lord  of  Mitford,  whose  son  Robert,  according  to  Grose, 
obtained  of  king  Richard  I.,  that  his  manor  of  Bothal  with,  its  depen- 
dencies, should  be  raised  to  a  barony.  The  earliest  mention,  however, 
of  any  place  of  residence  which  the  Bertrams  had  here,  is  in  the  licence 
which  Sir  Robert  Bertram,  in  1343,  obtained  from  Edward  III.,  "to 
kemellate  his  manse  at  Bothal,  and  to  make  a  castle  or  fortalice  of 
iV*  This  licence,  and  the  fact  of  the  arms  of  England  and  France, 
as  used  by  that  monarch,  being  carved  in  the  battlements  of  the  great 
tower  of  Bothal,  to  shew  that  it  was  erected  by  royal  authority,  indu- 
ces the  belief  that  it  was  built  by  Sir  Robert  Bertram,  whose  estates, 
in  1363,  by  the  marriage  of  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  Helen  Ber- 
tram, with  Robert  Ogle,  esq.,  went  to  his  grandson,  Sir  Robe'rt  Ogle, 
knight,  who  entailed  them  upon  his  second  son,  John,  who  took  the 
name  of  Bertram.  The  romantic  and  picturesque  scenery  which 
surrounds  Bothal  castle,  beautifully  harmonizes  with  its  venerable 
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lemains.  It  ia  delightfuUy  dtaated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
Wauabeck,  about  three  miles  east  from  Morpeth.  The  annexed  view, 
taken  from  the  road  leading  to  Newbiggin,  shews  the  great  gateway 
with  ita  towers,  which  has  been  the  best  and  strongest,  and  is  atill  the 
most  perfect  part  of  the  whole  fortress — Border  Castles. 


BOTHiU.  Cjisrlt. 


1344. — At  what  time  the  town  of  Stockton  was  incorporated  as  a 
borough  is  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be  in  the  time  of  bishop  Pudsey. 
In  the  above  year,  the  mayor  and  bailii^  of  Newcastle  sent  a  letter  to 
the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  honest  men  of  Stockton,  explaining  "  certain 
articles  and  customes  of  their  towne  of  Newcastle,  wfaioh  in  your  towne 
you  claim  to  use  and  have,  but  which  to  you  are  not  altogether  well 
known,  whereof  we  will  you  to  be  better  informed,  fcc." — Surlees. 

1345. — There  was  a  pestilence,  which  lasted  two  years,  at  Newcastle, 
— Brand. 

Bishop  Bury  issued  his  mandate,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the 
king,  to  array  ships  at  Hartlepool,  which  were  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Robert  de  Ufibrd,  earl  of  Suffolk,  admiral  of  the  king's  whole 
fleet,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  to  the  northward. — Sharp'i 
ffartlepool. 

This  year,  the  bishop  of  Durham  obtained  a  verdict  against  the 
king's  commissioners,  for  trespasses  done  by  them,  in  intermeddling 
with  the  conservatorship  of  the  south  side  of  the  river  Tyae, —Surtset. 

May  8. — The  vacant  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  election  of 
Thomafl  Hatfield,  keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal.     He  was  consecrated  on 
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the  9th  of  July,  and  enthroned  on  Ghristmas  day,  1345.  At  the  time 
of  his  promotion,  Hatfield,  besides  some  ecclesiastical  preferment,  was 
tutor  to  Edward  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  his  spirit,  sense,  and  loyalty, 
reconmiended  him  to  his  sovereign  as  a  fit  depository  of  the  esctra- 
ordinary  powers  which  encircled  the  northern  mitre.  The  see  of  D«p» 
ham  lost  nothing  of  its  dignity  under  his  firm  and  vigorous  administra- 
tion. Like.his  predecessor  Bury,  he  maintained  a  princely  hospitality, 
and  dispensed  a  daily  and  extended  charity ;  he  was  open,  generous, 
and  sincere ;  to  his  subjects  just  and  beneficient ;  to  his  dependants 
liberal  and  indulgent.  The  cathedral  owes  some  of  its  fairest  omor 
ments  to  the  age  of  Hatfield.  He  raised  the  episcopal  throne  on  the 
south  side  of  the  choir,  in  the  arch  beneath  which,  he  prepared  an 
altar  tomb  of  white  marble  for  the  reception  of  his  own  remains.  He 
thoroughly  repaired  the  castle  of  Durham ;  he  added  a  strong  tower 
to  its  former  lines  of  defence,  and  rebuilt  the  bishop^s  hall  and  the 
constable^s  hall.  Bishop  Hatfield  died  at  his  manor  of  Alford  near 
London,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1381.  His  body,  attended  by  the  bishop 
of  Hereford  and  a  numerous  train,  was  brought  to  Durham  and 
interred  in  the  tomb  which  he  had  prepared  during  his  life. — Surtees. 

1346  (Sept.  6). — ^A  letter,  in  the  king'^s  name,  of  this  date,  appears 
to  have  been  sent  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  Newcastle,  informing 
them  of  the  victory  of  Gressy,  and  that  the  siege  of  Calais  was  begun, 
ordering  proclamation  to  be  made  in  the  town  for  merchants  and 
others  to  forward  to  that  place,  immediately,  flour,  bread,  com,  wine, 
beer,  fish,  bows,  arrows,  and  strings,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  king's 
army.  Newcastle  furnished  seventeen  ships  and  three  hundred  and 
fourteen  men  for  this  siege,  a  force  superior  to  that  provided  by  any 
northern  port  in  England,  except  Yarmouth.  Hartlepool  furnished 
five  ships  and  one  hundred  and  forty  five  men;  and  Bamborough 
furnished  one  ship  and  nine  men,  for  the  same  purpose. — Brand. 
Hutchinson, 

October  17. — Was  fought  the  battle  of  the  Bed-hills,  commonly 
called  the  battle  of  Neville's  cross,  near  Durham.  David,  king  of 
Scotland,  assembled  one  of  the  most  powerful  armies  which  had  ever 
crossed  the  border,  and  whilst  Edward  was  prosecuting  his  victorious 
career  in  France,  invaded  England  by  the  western  marches.  The 
first  effects  of  the  storm  fell  on  the  little  tower  of  Liddel.  Walter 
Selby,  the  governor,  surrendered  at  discretion  after  a  brave  defence ; 
and  David,  with  a  strange  inhumanity,  ordered  him  to  be  beheaded  on 
the  spot.  After  burning  the  abbey  of  Lanercost,  the  Scots  pursued 
their  usual  route  through  Cumberland  and  Tynedale.  They  sacked 
the  priory  of  Hexham,  but  spared  the  town,  reserving  it  as  a  deposit 
for  their  future  plunder.     The  same  orders  were  issued  as  to  Darling- 
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ton,  Durham,  and  Corbridge.  After  crossing  the  Tyne  and  Darwent, 
David  halted  at  Ebchester,  and  the  next  day  encamped,  without 
meeting  with  serious  opposition,  at  Beaurepaire,  three  miles  west  of 
Durham.  The  northern  nobles,  meanwhile,  exerted  the  remaining 
resources  of  the  country  with  vigour  and  dispatch,  and  before  the 
middle  of  October,  an  army  of  sixteen  thousand  men  was  assembled 
under  the  archbishop  of  York,  the  bishops  of  Durham,  Lincoln,  and 
darlisle,  the  lords  Neville  and  Percy,  and  the  sheriffe  of  York  and 
Northumberland.  David,  heedless  of  the  approaching  danger,  con- 
tinued at  Beaurepaire,  indulging  in  the  pageantry  of  war,  and  wasting 
the  country  around  Durham.  On  the  16th  of  October  the  English 
forces  lay  in  Auckland  park ;  the  next  day,  they  moved  forward  at 
day-break,  and,  after  gaining  the  rising  grounds,  halted  at  Merring- 
ton,  from  whence  the  motions  of  the  Scots  on  the  western  hills  might 
be  plainly  distinguished.  The  English  leaders  hesitated  whether  to 
advance  or  to  observe  the  enemy,  and  expect  his  attack  in  so  favour- 
able a  position ;  but  the  marshals  and  standard  bearers  moving  a  little 
forward,  the  troops  insensibly  followed  them,  and  thus  they  proceeded 
slowly  along  to  Ferryhill.  Here  a  strong  foraging  party  of  the  Scots 
mider  Dou^as,  fell  unexpectedly  into  the  midst  of  tlie  English  troops, 
and  were  pursued  with  the  loss  of  five  hundred  men,  as  far  as  Sunder- 
land bridge.  The  English  halted  again  on  the  high  gi'ounds  above  the 
Wear,  but  the  standard  bearers  went  forward,  and  the  army  moved 
slowly  on  in  order  of  battle,  leaving  Durham  on  the  right,  to  the  moor 
near  Neville^s  cross.  Douglas,  who  had  escaped  from  the  slaughter  of 
his  followers,  meanwhile  reached  the  Scottish  camp,  and  gave  the  first 
information  of  the  approach  of  the  English  force.  David  had  employ- 
ed the  preceding  day  in  drawing  out  his  troops  (as  if  in  defiance  of 
opposition)  on  Durham  moor,  in  order  of  battle,  with  standards  flying, 
and  had  passed  the  night  in  Beaurepaire  park  and  wood,  without  the 
precaution  of  a  scout  or  sentinel  on  the  watch.  The  prudent  advice 
of  Douglas,  to  retreat  to  the  hills  and  avoid  an  engagement,  was 
rejected  with  disdain ;  and  the  Scots  advancing  to  meet  the  attack, 
the  armies  joined  battle  on  the  Red-hills,  a  piece  of  broken  and  irregu- 
lar ground  rising  swiftly  from  the  Wear.  The  Scots  were  formed  in 
three  divisions,  under  the  king,  the  earl  of  Moray  with  sir  William 
Douglas,  and  the  high  steward  of  Scotland.  The  English  distributed 
their  force  in  four  bodies ;  lord  Percy  led  the  first,  lord  Neville  the 
second,  sir  Thomas  Rokeby,  sheriff  of  Yorkshire,  commanded  the 
third,  and  a  strong  body  of  cavalry  under  Edward  Baliol,  formed  the 
reserve.  On  a  little  hillock  in  the  depth  of  Shawood,  called  the 
Maidens^  bower,  the  prior,  with  his  attendants  knelt  around  the  holy 
corporax  cloth  of  St.  Cuthbert,  which,  in  obedience  to  a  miraculous 
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vision,  was  elevated  on  the  point  of  a  spear,  within  sight  of  both 
armies.     The  city  of  Durham  lay  in  dreadful  suspense,  a  prize  to  the 
conqueror ;  and  whilst  the  remaining  brethren  of  the  convent,  poured 
forth   their  hymns    and  prayert    from  the  highest  towei^  of   the 
cathedral,*  their  eyes  wandered  with  anxious  doubt  over  the  field 
of  approaching  combat.      The  Scots  were  severely  galled  as  they 
advanced,  by  the  English  archers ;  and  John  Graham,  impatient  at 
seeing  his  men  fall  without  the  means  of  resistance,  requested  of  the 
king  a  hundred  lances  to  break  the  archers ;  his  request  was  denied, 
and  the  troops  were  ordered  to  keep  the  line  of  battle.    Actuated  at 
once  by  courage  and  indignation^  Graham  threw  himself  singly,  or 
with  few  attendants,  amotigst  the  archers,  dispersed  them  on  every  side, 
and  fought  till  his  horse  Was  struck  by  a  broad  arrow,  and  himself 
wounded  and  bleeding,  was  scarcely  able  to  regain  the  ranks  of  his 
countrymen  with  life*     The  high  steward  immediately  led  his  division 
to  the  charge  with  broad  swords  and  battle  axes ;  the  archers  were 
driven  back  through  the  ranks  of  lord  Percy^s  division,  which  they 
disordered  in  their  retreat,  and  the  Scots  pursuing  their  advantage^ 
threw  the  whole  of  the  body  into  confUsion.     Victory  hovered  on  the 
side  of  the  invaders^  but  the  day  Was  restored  by  the  courage  and 
decision  of  Edward  Baliol.  With  a  powerful  body  of  cavalry^  he  made 
an  impetuous  charge  on  the  high  8teward''s  division,  and  drove  them 
from  the  field.     King  David  was  meanwhile  engaged  with  equal  foi> 
tunes  against  lord  Neville ;  and  Baliol,  sufiering  the  high  steward  to 
retreat  unmolested,  threw  himself  on  the  fiank  of  the  royal  troops^ 
which  was  left  uncovered  by  his  flight.     The  disorder  of  the  Scotd 
became  irretrievable,  and  their  third  body.  Under  the  earl  of  Moray, 
Were  cut  to  pieces  amongst  the  inclosures,   which  prevented  their 
escape.     After  all  was  lost^  a  gallant  body  of  nobles  threw  themselves 
around  their  king,  and  fought  with  the  courage  of  despair,  till  only 
eighty  of  their  number  survived.     David,  after  receiving  two  arrow- 
wounds,  and  resisting  several  attempts  to  take  him  captive,  was  oom** 
pelled  to  surrender  to  John  Copeland,  a  Northumbrian  esquire,  two  of 
whose  teeth  he  had  first  dashed  out  with  his  clenched  steel  gauntlet. 
Besides  the  king,  the  earls  of  Fife  and  Monteith,  and  sir  William 
Douglas,    were  made  prisoners ;  the  earls  of  Moray  and  Strathem, 
John  and  Alan  Steward^  and  a  long  list  of  Scottish  nobility,  were 
amongst  the  slain«     Of  the  English  leaders,  lord  Hastings  alone  fell. 
Copeland  was  rewarded  by  the  English  king  with  £500,  a-year  in 

•  In  commetnoratioti  of  the  event,  the  orgnnist,  singing^nen  and  sinking  boys  of  the 
Cathedral,  went  annually  to  the  summit  of  the  middle  tower,  and  sung  the  Te  Deum  to 
an  audience  in  the  church  yard  below.  This  was  continued  until  the  year  1811,  wheo  it 
rett8<id,  but  was  resumed  on  the  29ch  of  May,  1828b 
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iMid,  and  made  a  knight  banneret.  Out  of  an  army  of  tiiiiiy  thou- 
sand Scots  and  French  auxiliaries,  fifteen  thousand  were  left  dead 
upon  the  field,  whilst  the  loss  of  the  Engli^  was  very  trifling.  In 
this  battle,  a  holy  cross  taken  out  of  HohTood  house  in  Scotland,  by 
king  David,  was  taken  from  the  said  king.*  On  that  spot  of  ground 
whereon  was  exhibited  during  the  battle  the  holy  corporax  cloth  of 
St.  Cuthbert,  was  afterwards  erected,  to  commwnorate  the  victory,  an 
elegant  cross  of  stone  work,  built  at  the  expense  of  Ralph,  lord  Neville, 
aod  which  was  called  Neville's  cross. 


"  This  cross  had  seven  steps  about  it,  every  way  squared  to  the 
socket,  whermn  the  stalk  of  the  cross  stood,  which  socket  was  fastened 
to  a  large  square  stone ;  the  sole,  or  bottom  stone,  being  of  a  great 

•  Tberc  i«  » leEter  in  the  Britiih  MuMum  (Fmiiriiw  A  &  47.)  from  the  prior  of  Dur- 
hwD  to  the  biabop  (then  Bbsenl),  giving  ui  acrount  of  the  battle  of  Nevil'e'i  cross.  Th* 
battle  began  at  three  o'clock  p.  h. 
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thickness,  viz.,  a  yard  and  a  half  every  way,  this  stone  was  ihe  eighth 
step.  The  stalk  of  the  cross  was  in  length  three  yards  and  a  half,  up 
to  the  boss,  having  eight  sides,  all  of  one  piece ;  from  the  socket  it 
was  fixed  into  the  above  boss,  into  which  boss  the  stalk  was  deeply 
soldered  with  lead.  In  the  midst  of  the  stalk,  in  every  second  square, 
was  the  Neville^s  cross ;  a  saltire  on  an  escutcheon,  being  lord  Neville'^s 
arms,  finely  cut,  and,  at  every  corner  of  the  socket,  was  a  picture  of 
one  of  the  four  evangelists,  finely  set  forth  and  carved.  The  boss  of 
the  top  of  the  stalk  was  an  octangular  stone,  finely  cut  and  bordered, 
and  most  curiously  wrought,  and  on  every  square  of  the  nether  side, 
was  Neville'^s  cross  in  one  square,  and  the  bulFs  head  in  the  next,  so  in 
the  same  reciprocal  order  about  the  boss.  On  the  top  of  the  boss^ 
was  a  stalk  of  stone  (being  a  cross  a  little  higher  than  the  rest), 
whereon  was  cut,  on  both  sides  of  the  stalk,  the  picture  of  our  Saviour 
Christ,  crucified ;  the  picture  of  the  blessed  Virgin  on  one  side,  and 
St.  John  the  evangelist  on  the  other,  both  standing  on  the  top  of  the 
boss :  all  which  pictures  were  most  artificially  wrought  together,  and 
finely  carved  out  of  the  entire  stone,  some  parts  thereof  thorough 
carved  work,  both  on  the  east  and  west  sides,  with  a  cover  of  stone 
likewise  over  their  heads,  being  all  most  finely  and  curiously  wrought 
together,  out  of  the  same  hollow  stone,  which  cover  had  a  covering 
of  lead."*'  The  cross  was  broken  down  and  defaced  by  some  lewd 
and  wicked  persons,  in  the  year  1589. — Surtees,    Bidpatk. 

1347  (March  20). — Gilbert  Umfreville  was  summoned  to  provide, 
and  repair  into  Scotland  with  his  quota  of  men,  which  amounted  to 
thirty  men  at  arms,  consisting  of  himself  at  mx  shillings  and  eight 
pence  a  day,  four  knights  at  two  shillings  each,  twenty-five  esquires  at 
one  shilling,  besides  thirty  archers  on  horseback  at  four  pence  each, 
the  whole  amount  of  men  being  sixty,  and  of  their  daily  wages,  forty- 
nine  shillings  and  eight  pence. — HodgsorCs  Nortkd. 

This  year  a  great  famine  prevailed,  which  almost  laid  the  border 
counties  waste. — Scotfs  Border  Exploits. 

The  following  curious  account  of  the  consumption  of  provisions 
in  the  cathedrp^l  of  Durham,  during  Whitsun  week,  this  year,  toge- 
ther with  the  prices  of  the  articles,  is  taken  from  the  rolls  of  the 
cellarer,  at  present  in  the  treasury  at  Durham : — six  hundred  salt  her- 
rings, 3s. ;  four  hundred  white  herrings,  2s.  6d. ;  thirty  salted  salmon, 
7s.  6d. ;  twelve  fresh  salmon,  5s.  6d.;  fourteen  ling,  fifty-five  "it^- 
lengs'^;  four  turbot,  238.  Id. ;  two  horse  loads  of  white  fish,  and  a 
^^congr^""  5s.  lOd. ;  ^^playc^''  ^^  sparlinffSy'"  and  eels,  and  fresh  water 
fish,  2s.  9d. ;  nine  carcases  of  oxen,  salted,  so  bought,  36s. ;  one  car- 
case and  a  quarter,  fresh,,  6s.  llf  d. ;  a  quarter  of  an  oxe  fresh,  bought 
in  the  town,  3s.  6d. ;  seven  carcases  and  a  half  of  swine,  in  salt,  22s. 
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2}d. ;  BIX  carcases  fresh,  12b.  9d. ;  fourteen  calves,  28s.  4d. ;  three 
kids,  and  twenty-six  sucking  porkers,  9s.  7id. ;  seventy-one  geese 
with  their  feed,  lis.  lOd. ;  fourteen  capons,  fifty-nine  chickens,  and 
five  dozen  pidgeons,  10s.  3d. ;  five  stones  of  hog's  lard,  4s.  2d. ;  four 
stones  of  cheese,  butter,  and  milk,  6s.  6d. ;  a  pottle  of  vinegar,  and  a 
pottle  of  honey,  6^d. ;  fourteen  pounds  of  figs  and  raisins,  thirteen 
pounds  of  almonds,  and  eight  pounds  of  rice,  3s.  7d. ;  pepper,  safiron, 
cinnamon,  and  other  spices,  2s.  6d. ;  one  thousand  three  hundred 
eggs,  158.  5d. — sum  total,  «£^11.  4s.  Od.  Similar  consumptions  took 
place  during  the  week  of  the  feast  of  St.  Guthbert  and  other  feasts, 
among  the  monks  of  Durham  for  a  long  period  of  years. — Ibid. 

1349. — Newcastle  was  this  year  nearly  destroyed  by  fire. — Brand. 

The  same  year  a  patent  was  granted  by  Edward  III.  for  an  aque- 
duct to  convey  water  to  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

1350. — The  two  great  octagon  towers  which  were  superadded  to 
the  old  Saxon  gate- way,  and  constitute  the  entrance  to  the  inner- ward 
of  Alnwick  castle,  were  erected  about  this  year,  by  the  second  lord 
Percy,  of  Alnwick.  The  time  of  their  erection  is  ascertained  by  a 
series  of  escutcheons  sculptured  upon  them,  which  sufficiently  supply 
the  place  of  an  inscription.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  although 
these  towers  have  now  stood  since  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  they  have  neither  received  nor  wanted  the  least  repair. — 
Hutchinson's  Nwrthd. 

1351. — St.  Mary'^s  chapel  and  hospital  at  Jesmoud,  near  Newcastle, 
existed  at  this  period,  though  the  date  of  its  foundation  has  not  been 
ascertained.  On  the  12th  of  June,  in  the  above  year,  Thomas  Hat- 
field, bishop  of  Durham,  instituted  sir  William  de  Heighington  chap- 
lain of  the  free  chapel  of  Jesmuth,  within  the  parish  of  Newcastle,  on 
the  presentation  of  sir  Alexander  de  Hilton  and  Matilda  his  wife, 
patrons.  The  Holy  Well  and  shrine  at  this  place  were  anciently  in 
high  estimation,  and  resorted  to  by  pilgrims  who  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  to  worship  there.  The  well  was  enclosed  by  William 
Ck)ulson,  esq.,  who  purchased  possessions  here  in  1669,  as  a  bathing- 
place,  which  was  no  sooner  done  than  the  water  left  it.  This  was 
considered  a  just  revenge  for  profaining  the  sacred  well;  but  the 
water  soon  returned,  and  the  miracle  was  ended.  The  chapel  was 
long  used  as  a  bam  and  stable,  but  the  ruin  was  about  twenty  years 
ago,  cleared  of  its  incumbrances,  and  is  now  carefully  preserved. — 
Bourne.    Brand. 

This  year,  license  was  granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  to  dig 
stones  and  coals  in  a  place  called  the  castle  field. — Brand. 

1352. — John  de  Gopeland,  by  the  capture  of  David  Brus,  at  the 
battle  of  Neville's  Cross,  had  risen  to  wealth  and  celebrity.     Important 
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offices  were  conferred  upon  him  and  amongst  the  rest  he  was  entrusted 
with  the  sherijfiblty  of  Northumberland  for  six  successive  years.  Ac- 
cordingly on  the  28th  of  March  this  year,  the  bishop  of  Durham,  the 
earl  of  Angus,  H.  de  Pevcy,  R.  de  Neville,  and  Roger  Beanchamp, 
were  assigned  to  deliver  up  Brus,  on  his  return  from  Scotland,  to  the 
sheriff  of  Northumberland,  and  to  restore  the  hostages  which  had 
been  given  up  to  England  in  the  room  of  the  captive  king ;  and  on 
the  same  day  the  same  persons,  having  been  by  letters  patent  appoint- 
ed to  meet  certain  Scotch  prelates,  noblemen,  and  others,  at  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  to  treat  on  certain  matters  of  state,  were  empowered 
to  grant  passes  to  the  Scottish  delegates  to  Newcastle,  or  any  other 
place  in  Northumberland,  to  which  it  might  be  deemed  expedient  to 
adjourn  for  the  purposes  of  their  intended  convention.-— iSTod^Am^s 
Northd. 

Thomas  Hatfield,  bishop  of  Durham,  granted  an  indulgence  of  forty 
days  to  aU  pe«ons  within  his  diocese  who,  by  wiU  or  otherwise,  would 
contribute  assistance  to  thei  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  pier  of 
Newbigging,  for  the  security  of  shipping  resorting  thither. — HodgsojCs 
Norihd, 

1353  (July  7). — Peter  de  Nuttle  was  appointed  to  convey  David 
de  Brus  to  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  there  to  deliver  him  up  to  John 
de  Gopeland ;  and  there  is  another  order  of  the  same  date  to  Gopeland, 
as  sheriff  of  Northumberland,  to  receive  that  monarch,  whose  days  of 
captivity  were  not,  however,  yet  completed.  Negociations  appear  to 
have  been  frequently  entered  into  for  his  release ;  but  either  the  sum 
for  his  ransom  could  not  be  fixed,  or  the  frequent  hostilities  of  his 
subjects  on  the  English  borders,  or  some  scheme  of  aggrandizement, 
or  subtilty  of  state  policy,  determined  Edward  still  to  hold  him  as  a 
hostage,  and  to  keep  Scotland  in  awe  with  apprehensions  for  the 
safety  of  a  favourite  and  gallant  monarch. — Gewts.  Mag, 

1353  (July  13). — Commissioners  met  at  Newcastle,  for  the  deliver^ 
ance  of  David,  king  of  Scotland,  on  ransom.  Those  for  England  were 
the  bishop  of  Durham,  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton  and 
constable  of  England,  Gilbert  de  Umfreville,  earl  of  Angus,  the  lords 
de  Percy  and  de  Neville,  William  baron  of  Greystock,  and  Henry  le 
Scroop ;  for  Scotland,  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrews  and  Brechin,  Pat- 
rick of  Dunbar,  earl  of  the  march  of  Scotland,  the  abbot  of  Dunferm- 
line, and  Walter  de  M offett,  archdeacon  of  Lconesse. — Brad^. 

This  year,  king  Edward  III.,  in  his  route  to  Scotland,  kept  his 
Christmas  at  Newcastle. — Hutchinson's  Nortkd, 

1354. — While  an  embargo  was  laid  on  the  shipping  in  the.  northern 
ports,  during  the  expedition  for  the  recovery  of  Berwick,  the  king 
issued  his  mandate  to  the  admiral  of  the  north  seas,  to  release  three 
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ships  fi(»D  the  barboun  of  the  Tyne  or  Hartlepool,  for  the  porpoee  of 
coDveying  the  bidiop  of  Duiiiun  to  pu-liameDt. — Btaiea. 

Oct.  5. — The  bishop  of  Durham  and  otlier  conmuBaoners  were  agaia 
empowwed  to  reoeive  David,  king  of  Scotland,  from  John  de  Copeland, 
under  whose  custody  he  reniained  a  prisoDer  in  the  cattle  at  Newcastle ; 
ud  OD  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  letters  were'  directed  to  Copeland 
to  deliver  the  king  over  to  the  said  ccHmnissioners. — Gen*.  Ma^. 


1354  (Nov.  12). — A  treaty  was  held  at  Berwick,  for  the  purpose  of 
Mnsoming  David,  king  of  Scotland,  who  bad  been  taken  prisoner  at  the 
battle  of  Neville's  cross,  and  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1376,  all  the 
articles  of  it  for  delivering  him  up  were  concerted  there,  and  it  was 
agreed  upon,  that  the  ransom  money  should  be  paid  at  Berwick,  Nor- 
ham,  or  Bamborough.  On  failure  of  performing  these  articles,  a 
second  treaty  succeeded,  with  a  truce  of  fourteen  yean,  which  stipu- 
lated, that  fifty-six  thousand  marks  were  to  be  paid  by  yearly  instal- 
ments of  four  thousand  marks  each. — FvUer's  Bgrtoick, 

13d5.-^Bishop  Hatfield  fulminated  sentence  of  excommunication 
■gainst  oraiain  p^vona  unknown,  who,  to  the  peril  of  their  souls, 
detained  and  concealed  the  revenues  belon^ng  to  St.  John's  hospital 
in  Bamard-Castle. — Swiee». 

November. — During  the  absence  of  Edward  III.,  on  an  expedition 
to  France,  the  Scots  formed  a  scheme  for  the  recovery  of  Berwick. 
Thomas  Stewiut  earl  of  Angus,  in  concert  with  the  eaH  of  March, 
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having  collected  a  great  number  of  ships  from  diiferent  ports  of  Soot- 
land,  filled  them  with  brave  warriors,  and  in  a  dark  night  disembarked 
these  on  the  northern  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed.  From  thence 
they  moved  unobserved  to  the  foot  of  the  wall,  and  in  the  dawn  of  the 
next  morning  applied  their  scaling  ladders  at  the  port  called  Gow-gat«. 
The  English  that  were  on  guard  were  quickly  overpowered,  though  not 
without  making  a  stout  resistance ;  wherein  sir  Alexander  Ogle,  cap- 
tain of  the  town,  with  two  other  English  knights,  were  killed.  The 
victors  lost  in  this  assault  six  knights  of  note,  besides  a  considerable 
number  of  inferior  rank.  The  bulk  of  the  townsmen,  receiving  the 
alarm  in  their  beds,  betook  themselves  to  flight  in  the  utmost  conster- 
nation, seeking  the  nearest  way  of  escape  through  the  other  gates,  or 
over  the  walls :  many  of  them  got  into  the  castle  through  Douglas 
tower ;  and  the  whole  wealth  of  the  town,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
very  great,  being  thus  abandoned,  became  a  prey  to  the  victors. 
But  this  acquisition  of  the  Scots  was  of  short  duration.  The  great 
importance  of  Berwick  in  those  days  appears  from  the  ardour  of  the 
English  king  to  recover  it;  for,  having  received  intelligence,  while 
yet  in  France,  of  the  success  of  his  enemies,  he  returned  into  England 
with  all  possible  expedition;  and  though  his  parliament  was  then 
sitting,  he  staid  only  three  days  in  his  capital.  Pursuing  his  march 
northwards,  he  arrived  at  Durham  an  the  23rd  of  December ;  from 
whence  he  issued  his  summons  to  all  the  fighting  men  of  the  several 
counties  of  his  kingdom  to  attend  him  at  Newcastle  on  the  1st  of 
January.  Having  kept  his  Christmas  at  the  last  named  tewn,  he 
marched  from  it  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  came  before  Berwick 
on  the  14th  of  January.  His  na\'y  having  also  arrived  at  the  river's 
mouth,  he  laid  siege  te  the  tewn  both  by  land  and  sea.  As  the  castle 
still  held  out  for  him,  he  went  inte  it  in  person,  accompanied  by  his 
guards,  designing  to  let  down  the  draw  bridge,  and  to  attack  the  tewn 
on  that  side,  while  his  army  assaulted  other  parts  of  the  walls.  Sir 
Walter  Manny,  also,  one  of  Edward's  most  celebrated  captains,  was 
employed  in  advancing  a  mine  below  the  wall,  by  the  help  of  certain 
miners  who  had  been  brought  from  the  forest  of  Dean.  The  Scottish 
garrison,  judging  it  impossible  to  hold  out  the  place,  against  the  com- 
bination of  force  and  art  that  were  employed  to  reduce  it,  soon  offered 
to  capitulate ;  and  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  safety  of  life  and 
limb.  King  Edward,  after  this,  made  considerable  additions  to  the 
fortifications. — Eidpath, 

This  year,  the  lord  Ralph  de  Neville,  who  was  the  first  secular  with 
the  exception  of  the  bishops  bmied  in  the  church  of  Durham,  gave  to 
St.  Cuthbert  a  set  of  vestments  of  red  velvet  very  richly  embroidered 
with  gold  and  silk,  and  great  pearls,  and  images  of  saints  standing  in 
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tabernacles ;  the  set  consisting  of  a  oasule,  two  tunioB,  a  cope,  two 
elothg  for  the  altar,  an  alb  embroidered  with  repiesentationB  of  the 
nativity  and  passion  6t  Christ ;  a  stole  and  a  maniple  had  been  pawned 
to  him  by  bishop  Bury  for  dPlOO,  and  ascertaining  that  that  prekte 
had  intended  to  present  the  whole  to  the  high  altar,  he,  after  his  death 
leaving  them  unredeemed,  liberally  carried  his  design  into  execution. 
—Bainis  Dur.  Cath. 

1357  (Mar.  20). — John  de  Gopeland  occurs  as  governor  of  Berwick, 
and  employed  in  overseeing  all  defects  in  the  walls  and  other  parts  of 
the  fortifications  there  put  into  repair.  He  appears  to  have  holden 
the  office  of  warden  or  governor  of  Berwick,  till  about  8th  June,  1362. 
He  died  at  Wark  about  A.  D.  1364,  and  was  buried  at  Oarham. — 
GmU.,  Mag, 

1358  (May  10). — King  Edward  III.  granted  licenses  to  the  men  of 
Newcastle,  to  work  coals  in  the  castle  field  and  castle  moor^  He 
also  issued  orders  concerning  coal  measures,  suffered  coals  won  in  the 
fields  of  Oateshead  to  be  taken  across  the  river  Tyne  in  boats  to  New- 
castle, on  condition  of  their  paying  the  usual  customs  of  that  port,  and 
after  then  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  either  by  land  or 
water,  but  to  no  place  out  af  it  except  to  Calais.  Coals  were  this 
year  first  exported  to  London  from  Newcastle.— 'j^roiuf. 

1359. — ^Died  at  Brancepeth,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  William  lord 
Greystock.  This  nobleman  built  the  gateway-tower  of  Morpeth  castle, 
which,  as  well  as  the  estate  was  in  his  possession,  and  remained  in  his 
issue,  till,  the  male  line  failing,  it  was  carried  into  the  family  of  the 
Dacres,  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  by  Elizabeth 
baroness  Oreystock,  who  married  Thomas  lord  Dacre  of  Gilsland. — 
Border  AnHq. 

1359. — ^The  chiuxsh  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  is  said 
to  have  been  rebuilt.  An  entry  made  on  the  fly  leaf  of  an  old  register 
still  preserved  in  the  vestry  says,  "finished  1359 .''^  This  celebrated 
edifice  is  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  length  and  seventy-five  in 
breadth.  The  steeple,  which  Mr  Pennant  allows  to  be  very  justly  the 
boast  of  the  inhabitants,  is  in  height  about  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
fonr  feet,  and,  for  its  peculiar  excellency  of  design  and  delicacy  of 
execution,  is  justly  esteemed  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  architec- 
tural beauty  in  Europe.  It  consists  of  a  square  tower,  forty  feet  in 
width,  having  great  and  small  turrets,  with  pinnacles  at  the  angles 
and  centre  of  each  front  of  the  tower.  From  the  four  turrets  at  the 
angles,  spring  two  arches,  which  meet  in  an  intersecting  direction,  and 
bear  on  their  centre  a  perforated  lantern,  (illuminated  anciently  for  the 
conduct  of  traveUers  by  night,)  surmounted  by  a  taU  and  beautiful 
spire ;  the  angles  of  the  lantern  have  pinnacles  similar  to  those  on  the 
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tiuretfl,  and  the  whole  of  the  piniuujles,  being  twelve  in  number,  and 
the  spire  are  ornamented  with  crockets  aod  vanes.  The  two  intersect- 
ing arches  which  spring  from  the  four  comer  tuirets,  and  support  tlie 
lantern  above,  rise  twenty  feet  higher  than  the  battlements  of  the 
tower,  and  are  prevented  from  pressing  out  the  angles  by  two  large 
oak  beams  which  lie  on  the  walls,  forming  diagonal  ties.  These  beams 
appear  perfectly  sound  to  sight  and  touch.  It  is  true,  the  stonns  of 
four  centuries  have  "  weather  bleached  and  beaten ""  but  not  destroyed 
them ;  and  the  stone  work,  though  fretted  on  the  surface,  is  yet  firm 
and  secure — and,  if  we  may  predict  from  its  present  excellent  con- 
dition, owing  to  the  praiseworthy  endeavours  of  those  whose  duty  it 
has  been  to  preserve  this  structure,  many  future  generations  will  gaze 
upon  it  with  wonder  and  delight. 

The  following  riddle  is  preserved  in  Grey''8  Chorographia,  and*  sud 
to  have  been  made  by  Ben  Jonson,  the  poet,  concerning  this  steeple : — 

"  My  altitude  high,  my  body  four  square, 

My  foot  in  the  grave,  my  head  in  the  air, 

My  eyes  in  my  sides,  five  tongnes  in  my  womb, 

lliirteen  heads  upon  my  body,  four  images  alone ; 

I  can  direct  yon  where  the  wind  doth  stay, 

And  I  tmie  God's  precepts  twice  a-day. 

I  am  seen  where  1  am  not,  I  am  heard  where  1  is  not. 

Tell  me  now  what  I  am,  and  see  that  you  miss  not." 


(< 


CHAPTER  VII. 


REAT  defects  in  Tyne  bridge  are  mentioned  as 
existing  at  this  time,  towards  the  reparation  of 
which,  as  well  as  of  the  fortifications  of  the  town, 
there  was  an  order,  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1362,  io  take  the  tolls  of  goods  coming  into  New- 
castle for  ten  years  following. '  By  an  inquisition, 
taken  A.  D.  1370,  it  appeared,  that  the  bridge 
was  in  so  ruinous  a  condition,  as  to  require  more  than  a  thousand 
pounds  to  repair  it.— ^rewjrf. 

Doctor  Nicholas  Durham,  the  famous  opponent  of  Wickliffe,  appears 
to  have  flourished  in  the  Carmelite  convent,  at  Newcastle,  about  this 
period.  He  wrote  on  the  Master  of  the  Sentences,  Originals  of  Doc* 
tors,  Besolutions  of  Questions,  and  against  Wickliffd^s  Articles.-^ 
Ibid. 

1363  (September). — A  frost  commenced  at  Newcastle,  which  con- 
tinued from  the  middle  of  this  month  to  the  month  of  April  following, 
— Laedl  Bee, 

1366. — King  Edward  arrived  early  this  season  at  Berwick,  with  a 
very  numerous  army,  svid  laid  siege  to  the  town.  The  Scots  garrison, 
which  was  very  small,  made  a  capitulation  with  the  English,  and 
inarched  out  free  from  all  molestation. — Scoffs  Border  Exploits, 

Mention  occurs  in  the  escheats  for  Northumberland,  in  the  above 
year,  of  a  fi^e-chapel  and  hospital*  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  which  stood 
in  the  Maudlin  (Magdalen)  field,  situate  between  the  town  of  Berwick 
and  the  sea. 

John  de  T3memouth,  an  eminent  sacred  biographer,  was  bom 
at  Tynemouth,  where  he  flourished  about  this  time.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  vioar  of  this  place,  but  afterwards  a  Benedictine  monk,  in 


■ 
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the  abbey  of  St.  Albans.  He  was  a  most  virtuous  person,  and  exod- 
lently  learned,  entirely  addicted  to  the  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  of  sacred  history.  He  gathered  the  lives  and  actions  of  the  saints 
of  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  into  two  volumes,  with 
great  judgment  and  labour,  which  work  be  intitled,  '^  Bcmdiologium 
Servarum  Dei^  or  the  Sacred  History  of  the  servants  of  God.  He 
also  wrote  an  exposition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  various  other 
books. — Macienzii^  Worthd. 

1368. — Died,  Ralph  lord  Neville,  one  of  the  leaden  at  the  battle  of 
the  Bed-hills.  He  was  the  first  layman  whose  remains  were  interred 
within  the  cathedral  of  Durham.  The  lady  Alice,  his  wife,  died  five 
years  afterwards,  and  was  buried  by  his  side.  Their  tomb  is  on  the 
south  side  of  the  nave.  Upon  the  death  of  this  lord  Neville,  his 
remains  were  brought  in  a  hearse  to  the  folding  gates  of  the  abbey 
yard,  when  a  body  of  knights,  taking  his  coffin  in  their  arms,  brought 
it  into  the  nave  of  the  church  where  his  exequies  were  performed 
with  great  solemnity ;  and  during  mass  on  the  following  day  were 
offered  eight  horses,  four  for  war,  with  four  men  in  full  armour,  and 
all  the  other  requisites,  and  four  for  peace,  together  with  three  pieces 
of  cloth  of  gold  of  a  blue  colour,  interwoven  with  flowers.  The 
church  got,  besides,*  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  wax,  and  sixty 
torches,  which  had  been  used  at  the  funeral.  Lord  John  Neville,  his 
son  and  heir,  immediately  purchased  of  the  convent,  for  an  hundred 
marks,  the  four  warrior  steeds;  and  the  prior  of  his  own  accord 
afterwards  sent  to  him  the  other  four  horses,  one  of  the  pieces  of 
cloth  of  gold,  and  twelve  of  the  torches,  and  received  in  return  another 
hundred  marks  for  the  boon.  Out  of  the  cloth  retained,  the  sacrist 
made  a  set  of  vestments  to  be  worn  on  the  anniversary  of  the  deceased. 
The  lady  Alice,  his  widow,  almost  immediately  after  his  burial,  sent 
to  the  sacrist  <^120  for  the  repairs  of  the  church — and  gave  besides, 
to  be  worn  by  the  officiating  monks'on  his  anniversary,  a  set  of  robes  of 
black  satin  with  ornamental  borders,  bearing  the  arms  of  her  husband 
and  her  father,  the  lord  Audley,  impaled — a  bed  of  black  silk  with  all 
its  accompaniments,  decorated  with  the  same  armorial  bearings ;  and 
by  her  will  bequeathed  twenty  shillings  to  each  of  the  monks.  At  her 
funeral  there  fell  to  the  sacrist  three  hundred  pounds  of  wax,  fifty 
torches,  and  the  two  pieces  of  cloth  of  gold  which  covered  her  coffin. 
One  of  these  was  red,  embroidered  with  Saracen  flowers,  and  of  this 
was  made  a  cope,  with  a  border  of  blue  velvet  embroidered  with  moons 
and  stars.  The  ground  work  of  the  other  was  black,  and  there  were 
represented  upon  it  branches  of  trees,  leaves,  beasts,  and  white  roses. 
Out  ot  two  more  pieces  of  silk  of  a  red  colour,  obtained  by  the  church 
at  the  same  time,  were  made  robes  for  the  altar  of  the  virgin  and  the 
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piior^s  dhapd.  When  tiie  reader  10  informed,  that  to  almost  every  one 
of  the  altars  in  the  churoh,  and  they  were  at  least  forty  in  number, 
themselves  rich  in  ornaments,  were  appropriated  robes  equally  splendid 
with  those  above  described,  he  may  perhaps  be  enabled  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  gorgeous  external  pageantry  of  the  church  during  those 
times. — Bain^B  Dwr.  Caih. 

13G9. — War  breaking  out  between  England  and  France,  king  Ed- 
ward reinforced  the  garrison  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  other  for- 
iawsses  near  the  borders. — Bromd. 

In  this  year  mention  first  occurs  of  the  castle  of  Thirlwall,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland.  No  royal  licence  for  building  it  seems  to 
be  on  record. — Hodff9(m's  Northd. 

1371. — Though  there  was  no  open,  or  declared  war  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  the  borderers  could  not  be  restrained  from  their 
accustomed  outrages.      At  a  fair  held  at  Eoxburgh  in  August^  to 
which  multitudes  of  people  were  wont  to  resort  from  both  kingdoms^ 
one  of  the  followers  of  George  Dunbar  earl  of  March,  was  slain  by 
some  of  the  English.    The  earl  applied  to  lord  Henry  Percy,  warden 
<rf  the  English  marches,  for  redress  of  this  injury,  by  delivering  up 
the  ofienders,  or  inflicting  due  punishment  upon  them  agreeably  to  the 
border-laws.    But  no  satisfactory  return  being  made  to  this  demand, 
the  angry  Scottish  chieftain  resolved  on  a  cruel  revenge.     Waiting 
the  return  of  the  fair  in  the  year  following,  he  and  his  brother  the  earl 
of  Murray,  accompanied  by  a  considerable  body  of  their  friends  and 
followers,  attacked  the  town  by  surprise,  killed  all  the  Englishmen 
they  found  in  it,  set  it  on  fire,  and  carried  oiF  in  triumph  its  spoils. 
The  English  borderers,  in  resentment  of  this  outrage,  soon  after 
entered  Scotland,  and  ravaged  the  lands  of  sir  John  Gordon,  which 
probably  lay  nearer  the  place  of  their  inroad  than  those  of  the  earl  of 
March.    Gordon  soon  made  repayment  in  kind,  by  an  incursion  into  the 
English  borders ;  but  as  he  was  returning  with  many  prisoners  and  a 
great  train  of  cattle,  he  was  attacked  at  Garham  by  a  superior  force, 
under  the  command  of  sir  John  Lilbum.    The  conflict  was  fierce,  and 
its  decision  long  doubtful ;  the  Scots  being  driven. from  their  ground, 
and  returning  again  to  the  charge  five  different  times.    At  last,  how- 
ever, they  prevailed,  and  added  to  the  number  of  their  prisoners, 
Lilbum,  his  brother,  and  many  of  their  followers.     Lord  Percy  the 
Eo^ish  warden,  to  revenge  these  losses  and  insults,  entered  Scotland 
at  the  head  of  seven  thousand  men,  and  having  crossed  the  low  coun- 
\rj  of  the  Mers  through  one  of  its  most  fertile  spots,  encamped  at 
Duns.    But  his  farther  progress  was  stopped  by  a  contrivance  of  the 
shepherds  and  peasants  in  that  neighbourhood,  who  bethought  them- 
sdves  of  employing,  in  defence  of  their  country,  a  very  simple  sort  of 
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machine,  which  they  commonly  made  use  of  to  flight  away  firom 
their  com,  the  deer  and  wild  cattle  that  then  abounded  in  the  hills  of 
Lammermuir.  These  were  a  kind  of  rattles  made  of  pieces  of  dried 
skins,  distended  around  ribs  of  wood,  that  were  bended  into  a  semi- 
circular form,  and  fixed  to  the  ends  of  long  poles.  The  bags,  being 
furnished  with  a  few  hard  pebbles,  and  vigorously  shaken  by  a  rapid 
motion  given  to  the  poles,  made  a  hideous  noise :  and  an  unusual 
number  of  them  being  thus  employed  on  the  tops  of  the  adjacent  hills, 
the  horses  of  the  English  took  fright,  and  breaking  away  from  their 
keepers,  ran  wildly  up  and  down  the  neighbouring  fields,  where  they 
became  a  prey  to  the  people  of  the  country.  The  army  also,  awaken- 
ed with  the  strange  noise,  and  finding  themselves  in  the  morning 
deprived,  not  only  of  their  war-horses,  but  of  many  of  their  beasts  of 
burden,  retired  on  foot  towards  the  Tweed  in  precipitation  and  dis- 
order, having  lefb  their  baggage  behind  them.  The  same  day,  Thomas 
Musgrave,  governor  of  Berwick,  £U9  he  was  carrying  some  squadrons 
of  his  garrison  to  join  the  army  under  Percy,  fell  into  an  ambush 
prepared  for  him  by  sir  John  Gordon.  Being  surrounded  before  he 
was  aware,  and  attempting  in  vain  to  escape  by  flight,  he,  and  the 
body  he  commanded,  were  made  prisoners. — Ridpath, 

1374. — Died,  John  Forcer,  prior  of  Durham,  aged  ninety.  He  was 
buried  in  the  middle  transept  of  the  cathedral,  beneath  a  curious  and 
sumptuous  marble  stone  prepared  by  himself,  ornamented  with  his  own 
image,  and  those  of  the  twelve  apostles,  &c.,  in  brass.  His  body  was 
stitched  up  in  the  hide  of  an  ox,  which  cost,  including  the  wages  of  the 
tailor  employed  in  so  novel  a  work,  five  shillings.  In  1729,  when  the 
pavement  of  this  part  of  the  church  was  under  repair,  his  grave  was 
opened,  and  the  hide  was  '^  tolerably  fresh,""  but  the  body  was  much 
decayed.  Prior  Forcer,  was  a  munificent  benefactor  to  the  church. 
To  him  it  was  indebted  for  the  great  window  in  the  northern  end  of  the 
transept,  near  which  he  was  buried,  the  stone  work  of  which  cost  <£^100, 
and  the  gla^  £62.  He  effected  the  reparation  of  the  missals  belong- 
ing to  the  church,  himself  beginning  with  that  which  belonged  to  the 
altar  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Giles,  upon  which  be  expended  ^£^22, 
such  was  the  splendour  of  its  binding.  He  presented  to  the  same 
aJtar  a  chalice,  a  set  of  robes,  an  image  of  the  Trinity,  and  one  of  the 
Virgin,  decorated  with  tabernacle  work  and  other  ornaments.  The 
sum  of  j£^2076  8s.  lOd.  is  recorded  as  the  amount  of  his  liberality.  In 
his  time,  too,  were  erected  the  great  west  window  of  the  nave,  the 
prior^B  kitchen,  and  other  buildings  in  the  abbey  close.  The  inscription 
upon  his  monument  boasted  of  the  fact  that  he  was  the  maker  of  one' 
hundred  and  twenty  monks  during  his  priorat^.  He  died  at  Beanre- 
paire. — Raines  Dur.  Cath, 
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1376  (Aug.  15). — A  great  banquet  was  given  by  the  abbot  of 
Abwick  to  his  patron  Henry  de  Percy,  in  Alnwick  abbey,  on  the  day 
of  the  AsHumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  when  one  hundred  and  twenty 
of  the  nobility  and  chief  persons  of  the  neighbourhood  partook  of  the 
Erst  entertainment  in  the  refectory,  eighty-six  of  the  second,  and  about 
one  thousand  and  twenty  of  the  parishioneni  and  people  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  regaled  in  the  cloirterB. — Chron.  Mon.  de  Alnttick. 
Cm.  MS. 

1377. — The  Scot«  and  English  having  renewed  their  old  quarrel 
at  Roxburgh  fair,  the  town  waa  plundered  and  burnt  by  the  Soots. 
Eaii  Percy  in  return,  with  &n  army  of  10,000  men,  entered  Scotland, 
where  for  three  days  he  plundered  and  burnt  the  estates  belonging 
to  the  earl  of  March. — Rtdpath. 

July  16. — Henrj'  Percy,  fourth  lord  of  Alnwick,  was  present  as  earl 
marshal  of  England,  at  the  coronation  of  Richard  II.,  and  was  by  that 
monarch,  on  the  same  day,  advanced  to  the  dignity  and  title  of  earl  of 
Northumberland ;  the  earldom  being  limited  not  to  his  heirs  m^e, 
but  to  his  heirs  general,  and,  Uke  a  barony  in  fee,  transmissable  to  a 
female. — HutchintoiCt  Iforthd. 

1378. — A  sm^l  party  of  Scots  and  French  took  possession  of  Ber- 
wick castle,  by  storm,  in  the  night,  and  continued  masters  of  it  for 
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eight  days,  although  the  garriaon  waa  all  that  time  attacked  by  7,000 
archers  and  3,000  cavalry.  Upon  entering  the  castle,  they  killed  the 
governor,  sir  Robert  Boynton,  but  liberated  his  lady  for  a  ransom  of 
2,000  marks.  When  the  earl  of  Northumberland  summoned  these  he- 
roes to  surrender,  they  replied,  ^*  that  they  would  not  yield  it  either  to 
the  king  of  England  or  Scotland,  but  would  retain  and  defend  it  for 
the  king  of  France.**^  When  subdued,  they  were  put  to  the  sword. — 
FuUer^s  Hist.  Berwick. 

1378. — King  Richard  II.  confirmed  to  the  town  of  Newcastle  all  the 
grants  and  charters  of  the  kings,  his  predecessors. — Brand. 

1379. — St.  Catherine's  chantry,'  in  the  north  porch  of  Sedgefield 
church,  was  founded  by  John  Henlee,  rector  of  Sedgefield,  and  trea- 
surer of  bishop  Hatfield's  household.  The  church,  which  is  built  in 
the  form  of  a  cross,  is  a  very  handsome  structure ;  a  lofty  west  towep 
rises  sixty  feet,  embattled,  and  crowned  with  four  hexagonal  turrets, 
springing  from  the  butresses,  and  finished  with  short  spires.  It  is 
dedicated  to  St  Edmund  the  bishop.  In  1500,  bishop  Fox  granted 
an  indulgence  for  the  reparation  of  the  chapel  and  altar  of  the  Virgin, 
in  the  church  of  Sedgefield. — Surtees. 

This  year,  John  de  Neville,  earl  of  Westmoreland,  built  great 
part  of  Raby  castle,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  This  ^^  noble  pile  of 
stately  towers,  retaining  all  the  appearance  of  antiquity,  and  giving 
the  most  perfect  idea  of  a  great  baron's  palace  in  feudal  ages,''  is  sup- 
posed to  occupy  the  site  of  '^Canute's  Mansion." — liase^s  Tcpoff. 

1380. — The  altar  screen  of  Durham  cathedral  was  finished  this 
year.  The  work  cost  eight  hundred  marks,  («£^533  6s.  8d.)  of  which 
John  lord  Neville,  of  Raby,  contributed  six  hundred.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  carved  in  London,  out  of  stone  brought  from  France ;  it 
was  conveyed  from  London  to  Newcastle,  by  sea,  at  the  cost  of  lord 
Neville,  and  from  thence  to  Durham  by  the  convent.  Prior  Berring- 
ton  employed  seven  masons  for  a  whole  year  upon  its  erection,  main- 
taining them  during  the  time  at  his  own  chaige.  The  screen  was 
originally  painted  with  the  most  gaudy  colours,  and  the  niches,  now 
empty,  were  occupied  with  coeval  images  of  alabaster,  the  principal 
of  which  was  that  of  the  Virgin,  under  the  central  canopy,  with  figures 
of  St.  Cuthbert  and  king  Oswald  in  the  two  adjoining  niches,  as  her 
supporters. — Bainis  Dur.  CcUh. 

1381. — John  Fordham  was  elected  bishop  of  Durham:  he  was 
prebendary  of  York  and  Lincoln,  secretary  to  the  king,  and  soon  alter 
lord  treasurer.  Bishop  Fordham  was  one  of  those  evil  counsellors 
who  inflamed  the  passions  and  precipitated  the  ruin  of  Richard  II. 
In  1388  he  was  deprived,  but  was  permitted  to  retire  to  the  see  of 
Ely. — Burtees. 
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1381. — This  year,  some  of  the  monks  of  St.  Albans,  who  had  been 
concerned  in  the  insurrection  of  Wat  Tyler,  made  their  escape  from 
thence,  and  fled  for  their  lives  to  Tinmouth  priory,  which  proved  an 
asylum  to  them  on  this  occasion,  though  it  was  wont  to  be  considered 
before  as  a  place  of  banishment. — Brand. 

1383. — Wark  castle  was  attacked  by  the  Scots,  and  part  of  the 
fortifications  demolished. — Bidpath, 

ISSi*. — The  Scots  obtained  possession  of  the  castle  of  Berwick,  by 
bribing  the  person  to  whom  Henry  Percy,  first  earl  of  Northumber- 
land, had  entrusted  it,  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  then  a  great  enemy  to 
that  nobleman,  accused  him  of  treason  before  the  lords,  and  even  pro- 
cured his  condemnation,  and  the  consequent  confiscation  of  his  estates ; 
but,  the  earl  having  retaken  Berwick,  and  made  his  innocence  appa- 
rent, he  was  again  restored  to  his  honours  and  estates. — Border  Antiq. 
This  year,  king  Richard  II.  granted  a  charter  to  the  bishop  of 
Durham,  for  the  mooring  of  ships,  the  loading  and  unloading  of  coals, 
&c.,  in  the  river  Tyne,  without  molestation  from  the  men  of  New- 
castle.— Brand. 

1385. — The  Scots  under  the  earls  of  Fife,  March,  and  Douglas, 
made  an  incursion  into  Northumberland,  laid  waste  the  country  as  far 
as  Newcastle;  and  demolished  the  fortresses  of  Ford,  Wark,  and 
Comhill.  A  rendezvous  of  the  English  army  was  ordered  at  Newcastle 
on  the  14th  of  July,  this  year,  to  proceed  against  them. — Ridpath. 

1386. — The  ancient  fortress  of  Staward  le  Peel  was  granted  by 
Edward,  duke  of  York,  to  the  Friars  Eremites  of  Hexham,  to  be 
held  by  the  annual  payment  of  five  marks.  Of  this  fortress  nothing 
now  remains  but  crumbling  walls  and  a  broken  gateway. —  Wains' 
Northd. 

1388  (April  -S). — The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  translation 
thither  of  Walter  Skirlawe,  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  a  pious  and 
humble  prelate,  whose  name  is  transmitted  to  posterity  only  by  his 
works  of  charity  and  munificence.  He  began  the  cloisters  at  Durham 
cathedral,  and  leaving  the  work  unfinished,  gave  by  his  will  <f  400  for 
its  completion.  Skirlawe  died  in  peace  and  honour,  full  of  years  and 
good  works,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1405. — Surtees, 

Aug.  19. — While  Richard  the  second  was  engaged  in  civil  dissen- 
aions  with  his  uncle  and  his  parliament,  the  Scotch  suddenly  assem- 
bled an  army  of  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  men  at  ^  Jedworth,^  and 
dividing  them  into  two  bodies,  marched  the  stronger  into  Cumberland ; 
and  the  other,  consisting  of  3,000  or  4,000  spears,  and  2,000  stout 
infantry  and  archers,  all  well  mounted,  and  under  the  earls  of  Douglas, 
March  and  Murray,  passed  through  Northumberland  by  bye  ways, 
without  attacking  castle,  toWti^or  house,  crossed  the  Tyne,  and  advan- 
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ced  as  far  as  Bmncepeth.     This  they  effected  with  such  expedition 
and  silence,  that  the  first  notice  which  the  country,  not  lying  immedi- 
ately in  their  route,  had  of  the  foray,  was  from  the  smoke  of  the  towns 
and  villages  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  which  they  were  plundering 
and  burning.     As  they  returned  home,  they  sat  down  for  three  days, 
before  Newcastle,  where  all  the  forces  of  the  neighbouring  counties  were 
collecting  under  Sir  Henry,  and  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  sons  of  the  earl  of 
Northumberland.     During  their  stay  there,  they  had  several  sharp  en- 
counters at  the  barriers ;    and  Henry  Percy,  the  celebrated  Hotspur, 
having  challenged  Douglas  to  single  combat,  wa«  unhorsed  by  his  adver- 
sary, and  lost  his  spear,  which  Douglas  said,  he  would  carry  with  him 
into  Scotland.     Percy  threatened  he  should  never  take  it  out  of  North- 
umberland.    Froissart  says  that  it  was  his  pennon  which  Percy  lost  in 
an  affray  at  the  barriers  ;  and  that  Douglas  said — "  I  will  carry  this 
token  of  your  prowess  with  me  into  Scotland,  and  fix  it  on  the  tower 
of  my  castle  of  Dalkeith,  that  it  may  be  seen  from  far.""     Early  the 
next  morning  the  Scotch  struck  their  camp,  and  in  their  way  home- 
ward passed  the  first  night  at  Otterbum ;  and  the  following  day  in  an 
unsuccessful  atta,ck  upon  the  castle  there ;    but  while  some  of  them 
were  concerting  how  they  should  best  assault  this  little  fortress  on  the 
ensuing  morning,  others  were  at  supper  and  many  were  gone  to  sleep, 
the  English,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  August  1388,  forced  their 
way  into  their  camp,  shouting  "  Percy  !    Percy  !"   but  mistaking  tho 
huts  of  the  servants  for  the  tents  of  their  masters,  they  gave  time  for 
the  enemy's  regular  troops,  under  their  three  leaders,  to  wheel  about 
the  side  of  a  hill,  and  fall  unexpectedly  upon  their  flank.     Nothing 
now  was  heard  but  the  cry  of  "  Percy  !"  and  "  Douglas  !""   The  battle 
raged  ;    but  though  the  weather  was  temperate  and  serene,  the  moon 
was  sometimes  overcast,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  friend 
from  foe.    Douglas,  with  a  battle  axe,  rushed  into  the  English  ranks ; 
and  while  he  was  dealing  out  death  on  all  sides,  he  was  borne  down  by 
the  spears,  wounded  in  three  parts  of  his  body,  and  fell  fighting  despe- 
rately.    When  his  friends  came  up  with  him,  they  found  him  stretched 
on  the  ground,  faint,  and  dying.     Sir  Robert  Hart,  a  valiant  knight, 
who  had  fought  all  night  by  his  side,  was  lying  near  him,  covered  with 
fifteen  wounds ;    and  his  valiant  chaplain,  who  had  never  forsaken 
him,  stood  over  him  shielding  him  with  a  battle  axe.     "  How  fare  you, 
cousin,""  said  sir  John  Sinclair.     "  1  fare  well,''"'  was  the  reply.     "  I 
thank  God  that  1  die,  as  most  of  my  ancestors  have,  in  a  field  of  battle, 
and  not  on  my  bed.    Revenge  my  death — praise  up  my  banner — and  con- 
tinue to  shout  '  Douglas  f'  but  tell  neither  friend  nor  foe  that  I  am 
dead.'"*     Buchannan  says,  they  covered  his  body  with  a  cloak,  lest  it 
should  be  known ;  and  Froissart,  that  as  soon  a6  he  fell  his  head  was 
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cleft  with  a  battle  axe,  the  spear  thrust  through  his  thigh,  and  the 
main  foFce  of  the  English  marched  over  him,  not  supposing  him  to  be 
their  principal  enemy.  Soon  after  this  sir  Ralph  Percy,  badly  wounded, 
was  taken  prisoner.  Still,  however,  the  battle  was  fiercely  contended ; 
but  when  the  fallen  banner  again  advanced  with  the  cry  of  "  Douglas  ! 
Douglas  !^  the  Scotch  rallied,  and  rushing  forward  with  redoubled 
ardour,  the  English,  weary  with  a  forced  march  of  thirty-two  miles, 
and  a  long  and  obstinate  conflict,  at  last  gave  way,  were  forced  beyond 
the  spot  where  the  body  of  the  earl  of  Douglas  lay,  and  could  never 
rally  again.  One  thousand  and  forty  of  them  were  either  taken  or  left 
dead  on  the  field,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  in  the  pursuit,  and  above 
one  thousand  wounded.  The  Scots  lost  one  hundred  in  slain,  and  two 
hundred  in  prisoners. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

1388. — Alexander,  archbishop  of  York,  was  arrested  at  North 
Shields,  for  high  treason,  just  as  he  was  taking  ship  to  go  over  sea. 
Two  searchers  in  the  port  of  Newcastle,  John  de  Refham  and  Robert 
de  Rypon,  discovered  him,  and  delivered  him  into  the  custody  of  the 
mayor  and  bailiffs  of  that  town.  Thirty  pounds  in  money  were  found 
upon  him,  which  by  an  order  of  the  king,  were  granted  to  the  two 
persons  that  seized  him. — Brand, 

Newton  bridge,  a  stately  fabric,  near  Bishop  Auckland,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  was  built  by  Bishop  Skirlawe,  this  year.  It  rises  to  a  great 
height  above  the  river,  and  consists  of  two  arches,  one  of  a  circular  form 
one  hundred  and  one  feet  in  span :  the  other,  a  pointed  arch  of  niuety 
one  feet  span. — Surtees. 

1389. — A  party  of  Scots,  after  having  plundered  and  laid  waste  the 
adjacent  country,  came  to  Tinmouth,  desiring  to  have  a  peaceable  con- 
ference with  the  cellarer  of  that  monastery ;  while  the  cellarer,  who 
had  been  let  out  of  the  castle,  was  treating  with  them  for  the  ransom 
of  the  town  from  being  destroyed  by  fire,  some  of  the  houses  appeared 
in  flames  ;  which  being  perceived  by  one  of  the  guards  of  the  castle, 
he  let  fly  an  arrow  from  his  cro'ss-bow,  which  nearly  killed  a  servant  of 
the  earl  of  Murray.  Upon  this  there  was  a  great  outcry  of  the  Scots, 
who,  suspecting  treachery,  were  for  putting  the  cellarer  to  death ;  nor 
would  they  sufier  him  to  return  back  into  the  castle,  but  upon  condition 
that  he  should  take  the  wounded  servant  in  with  him,  and  after  he  was 
cured  send  him  back  to  his  lord  at  the  expence  of  the  convent ;  after 
this  had  been  agreed  upon,  the  Scots  quitted  the  place. — Brand, 

October  17. — ^Died,  John  lord  Neville,  of  Raby.  He  was  with  his 
father  at  the  battle  of  the  Red  Hills,  and  was  afterwards  knighted 
for  his  services  at  the  barriers  of  Paris.  In  44  Edward  III.,  he  was 
constituted  admiral  of  the  royal  fleet  from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
northwards.    After  an  active  life  in  the  wars  of  Scotland  and  France 
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(and  it  is  said  against  the  Turks  also),  he  died  at  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  and  was  buried  near  his  father  in  Durham  cathedral.  A  brief 
extract  from  the  will  of  this  nobleman,  dated  in  1386,  may  not  be 
without  interest.  He  bequeaths  £2i)0  to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
funeral,  a  sum  equivalent  to  at  lejist  ^4,000  of  the  money  of  our  times ; 
and  then,  by  way  of  specification,  he  wills  that  24  torches  and  5  tapers, 
each  taper  weighing  lOlbs.,  (the  weight  of  the  torch  is  not  prescribed,) 
should  be  in  attendance  upon  his  remains, — that  the  torches  should  be 
carried  by  24  poor  men  clothed  in  russet  (red)  gowns,  that  his  coffin 
should  be  covered  with  woollen  cloth  of  the  same  colour,  charged  with 
a  white  cross  (his  armorial  bearing) — that  the  bearers  of  his  bo<ly  on 
the  day  of  his  burial  should  be  similarly  clad,  and  that  a  horse,  armed 
in  battle  array,  ridden  by  a  man  clothed  in  the  armour  of  the  Nkville, 
and  bearing  the  arms  of  the  testator,  and  another  horse  similarly 
equipped,  and  ridden  by  a  man  carrying  his  banner,  should  after  his 
funeral  be  offered  to  the  church. — Surtees.     Balne. 

1389. — Ralph  lord  Lumley,  obtained  a  licence  from  bishop  Skir- 
lawe,  to  castellate  his  manor  house  of  Lumley.  The  castle  is  a  regular 
quadrangle  of  bright  yellow  freestone,  with  an  area  in  the  centre,  and 
four  uniform  projecting  towers,  of  which  all  the  angles  are  crowned 
with  overhanging  octangular  turrets.  The  east  front  retains  all  its 
original  magnificence.  Three  stages  of  masonry  rise  above  each  other 
with  mullioned  windows,  heavily  grated  with  iron,  and  a  noble  gate- 
house projects  from  the  centre  of  the  front  guarded  with  overiianging 
turrets,  and  a  machicolated  gallery ;  a  terrace  only,  guarded  by  a  cur- 
tain wall,  intervening  betwixt  the  castle  and  the  deep  dell  of  Lumley 
rivulet.  The  chief  approach  of  the  present  day  is  by  the  west  front.— r 
Surtees, 

1390  (Feb.  12). — Died,  sir  Thomas  UmfreviUe,  knight,  who  sat  in 
parliament  for  Northumberland  in  the  11th  and  13th  of  Richard  the 
Second.  In  1388  he  was  in  a  commission  to  arrav  the  militia  of  the 
county,  and  to  have  them  in  readiness  to  march,  whenever  their 
services  should  be  required.  In  the  following  year,  he  was  appointed 
to  see  that  the  soldiers  stationed  at  Berwick,  burnt  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed no  buildings  there.  He  was  also  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
and  to  give  and  receive  compensations  for  infractions  of  the  truces  be- 
tween England  and  Scotland ;  made  a  conservator  of  the  truce ;  a 
commissioner  for  receiving  the  four  thousand  marks  still  due  from 
Scotland  for  the  ransom  of  "David  de  Bruys,^  and  deputed  with 
Gerard  Heron,  and  John  Mitford,  on  the  part  of  England,  to  treat 
with  deputies  from  Scotland  about  fixing  a  convenient  place  upon  th^ 
borders,  where  ambassadors  from  the  two  countries  might  aasemble, 
and  deliberate  about  a  general  treaty. — HodffmfCs  Northd, 
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r  what  period  armorial  bearings  were  first 
granted  to  the  town  of  Newoa«tle-upon-T}'ne, 
has  not  been  recorded,  but  it  may  be  inferred 
from  an  ancient  shield  formerly  placed  on  the 
north  front  of  the  New-Gate,  which  was  pulled 
down  in  1823,  that  they  were  used  prior  to 
the  year  1390,  at  which  period  the  gate  is 
mentioned  under  the  above  apellation,  in  an 
inquieition  in  the  Tinmouth  chartulary  at 
Nortbamberland  House.  The  inference  appears  to  be  considerably 
stTMigthened  by  the  ciroumstanoe  of  another  shield  containing  the 
arms  of  Engluid,  having  been  sculptured  on  the  right  of  the  above,  in 
which  the  fleurs  de  lis  were  sem^e,  the  number  of  these  having  been 
reduced  to  three  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Fifth.  The  annexed  wood- 
cut  of  the  arms  is  a  fac-simile  of  one  which  appeared  in  the  first  edition 
of  tbe  "  Chorographia,"  by  W.  Grey,  publi^ed  in  Newcastle  in  1649. 
1391.  (Jan.  2.'>). — King  Richard  II.,  by  his  letters  patent,  granted 
to  William  Bishopdale,  then  mayor  of  Newcastle,  and  his  successors 
in  office,  to  have  a  sword  borne  before  them  in  honour  of  the  town. — 
A'woc.  Fretm.  PockM  Comp. 
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1393. — This  year,  a  proclamation  was  made  commanding  all  mer- 
chandize to  be  removed  from  the  Sandhill,  in  Newcastle,  where  the 
town'^s  people  were  wont  to  resort  for  recreation. — Brand. 

1399. — While  parliament  were  assembled  on  account  of  the  acces- 
sion of  Henry  the  Fourth  to  the  throne,  the  Scots,  in  addition  to  the 
calamity  of  a  pestilence,  which  ravaged  the  English  borders,  destroyed 
the  castle  of  Wark,  on  the  Tweed,  and  harrassed  Northumberland 
with  continual  inroads ;  but  while  they  were  engaged  in  one  of  these 
fearful  forrays,  sir  Robert  de  Umfreville,  who  then  had  the  charge  of  the 
castles  of  Harbottle,  and  Roxburgh,  fell  upon  them,  at  Ful-hope-law, 
in  Goquetdale,  routed  them,  and  took  many  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  sir  Richard  Rutherford,  and  his  five  sons,  sir  William  Stewart,  and 
sir  John  TumbuU,  who  had  got  the  surname  of  Out-with-the-sword  ; 
for  which  achievement  the  king  made  him  a  knight  of  the  Gurter,  and 
ever  after  held  him  in  high  estimation.  The  king  also  issued  orders  for 
Rutherford,  and  his  associates  in  captivity,  not  to  be  ransomed,  under 
pain  of  the  highest  forfeiture :  but  they  were  not  long  kept  in  Eng- 
land ;  for,  on  Michaelmas  day  1400,  Umfreville  again  routed  Ruther- 
forde,  in  a  sanguinary  conflict  at  the  Rede-swire,  when,  "  the  Stew- 
ard,**^  James  Douglas,  the  lord  Seton,  and  nuiny  more  persons,  were 
taken,  and,  according  to  Harding 

"  Two  hundreth  men  vpon  y*  felde  were  slayne, 

"  Three  hundreth  fled,  some  hole,  some  maymed  sore, 

**  That  dyed  at  home  with  sorrowe  and  w*  payne, 

**  Some  died  homeward  y*  home  they  came  nomore ; 

**  Where  so  he  fought  vnto  his  men  fi^ht  thore, 

"  A  mery  worde  he  wolde  saye  or  they  met 

" To  glad  theyr  hartes  enemyes  to  ouerset.** — Hodgson*  NortJid, 

1400  (Mar.  24). — An  array  of  the  clergy  took  place  on  St.  Giles' 
moor,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  The  total  force  of  the  church  mili" 
tcmt  summoned,  amounted  to  fifty-two  lancers,  five  hoblers,  and  117 
archers. — Sharpie  HartlepooL 

May  23. — King  Henry  IV.,  by  a  charter  of  this  date,  granted, 
that  Newcastle  with  the  suburbs  and  precincts  thereof,  should  be 
separated  from  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  be  a  county  of 
itself,  with  the  title  of  the  county  of  Newcastle,  and  that  the  burgesses 
thereof,  instead  of  bailifis  as  formerly,  should  have  a  sheriff,  to  be 
chosen  annually,  to  have  the  same  power  as  other  sheri(&i  of  counties, 
and  the  privilege  of  holding  a  county  court  on  one  Wednesday  in  every 
month;  that  none  of  the  burgesses  should  plead  or  be  impleaded 
without  that  town,  comqeming  any  tenements  or  tenures  within  the 
same,  its  suburbs,  or  the  precints  thereof,  or  concerning  any  offences 
or  other  matters  arising  there,  but  that  the  mayor  and  sheriff  should 
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have  cognizance  of  all  pleas  in  the  Guildhall  of  the  town.  That  the 
aaid  burgesses  and  their  heirs  should  be  exempt  from  serving  on  juries 
without  the  town;  that  they  should  have  power  to  chose  six  aldermen, 
who  with  the  mayor,  should 'be  justices  of  the  peace,  and  that  the 
mayor  and  sheriiF  should  continue  to  hold  the  annual  courts  heretofore 
held  by  the  mayor  and  bailiffs. — Newc.  Freem,  Pocket  Comp, 

The  following  is  a  list  of  mayors  and  sheriffs  of  Newcastle,  under  the 
above  charter,  during  the  fifteenth  century : — 

SHERIFFS. 

William  Redmarshell^ 


MAYORS. 

1400  to  1401,  Roger  Thornton, 
1402—1408,  Robert  Chirdon,. 
1409—1413,  William  Aughton, 
1414—1415,  Robert  Hebbom, 
1416—1420,  Roger  Thornton, 

1421,  William  Essington, 

1422,  William  Rssington, 
1423—1424,  William  EUerby, 

1425,  WiUiam  Ellerby, 
1426—1427,  Roger  Thornton, 

1428,  John  Rhode8> 
1429—1430,  John  Rhodes, 

1431,  John  Rhodes, 

1432,  Laurence  Acton, 
1433^  Laurence  Acton, 

1434,  Richard  Hall, 

1435,  Hobert  Whelpington, 

1436,  Richard  HaU, 
1437>  Laurence  Acton, 

1438,  Robert  Whelpington, 

1439,  John  Clark, 

1440,  John  Chambers, 

1441,  William  Harding. 

1442,  Thomas  Wardell, 

1443,  John  Musgrave, 

1444,  William  Harding, 

1445,  William  Jay, 

1446,  William  Hiding, 

1447,  William  Harding, 

1448,  John  Ward, 

1449,  William  Harding, 

1450,  John  Ward, 

1451,  Robert  Baxter, 

1452,  William  Harding, 

1453,  John  Carliel, 

1454,  John  Richardson, 


John  ByweUgne. 
William  Middleton. 
William  Middleton. 
John  del  Strother. 
Laurence  Acton. 
John  Chirdon. 
John  Chirdon. 
John  Jay. 
John  Jay. 
John  Jay. 
John  Clark. 
Edward  Bertram. 
Thomas  Chirdon. 
Thomas  Penrith. 
Richard  Brown. 
Thomas  Wardel. 
John  Chambers. 
Thomas  Pendreth. 
John  Castle. 
William  Harding, 
John  Musgrave. 

Simon  Weldon. 

William  Jay, 

Thomas  Headlam. 

Thomas  Bee. 

John  Ward. 

John  Winton,  alias  Ovington. 

Robert  Baxter. 

John  Richardson. 

Alan  Bird. 

George  Carr. 

John  Baxter. 

John  Penreth. 

Nicholas  Wetwang. 

William  Roddam. 
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1455|  John  Richardson, 
1456,  John  Richardson, 
1457>  John  Richardson, 

1458,  John  Penrith, 

1459,  John  Richardson, 
1400,  John  Baxter, 

1461,  John  Richardson, 

1462,  Alan  Bird, 

1463,  Alan  Bird, 

1464,  John  Nixon, 

1465,  Alan  Bird, 

1466,  John  Nixon, 

1467,  William  Blaxton, 

1468,  John  Nixon, 

1469,  Richard  Stephenson, 

1470,  William  Blaxton, 

1471,  John  Nixon, 

1472,  William  Blaxton, 

1473,  WiUiam  Blaxton, 

1474,  Nicholas  Haynyng, 

1475,  John  Carliel, 

1476,  John  Carliel, 

1477,  John  Ccwk, 

1478,  Robert  Chambers, 

1479,  John  Semple, 

1480,  John  Carlisle, 

1481,  George  Carr, 

1482,  John  Cook, 

1483,  John  Carlisle. 

1484,  George  Carr, 

1485,  Robert  Chambers, 

1486,  George  Carr, 

1487,  George  Carr, 

1488,  Thomas  Lockwood, 

1489,  George  Carr, 

1490,  Peter  Bewick, 

1491,  George  Carr, 

1492,  George  Carr, 

1493,  George  Bird, 

1494,  George  Bird, 

1495,  George  Bird, 

1496,  George  Bird, 

1497,  Robert  Harding, 

1498,  George  Carr, 

1499,  Robert  Brigham, 


Thomas  Cuthbert. 

John  Nixon. 

Richard  Stevenson. 

Henry  Fowler. 

Richard  Stevenson. 

Nicholas  Hayning. 

Nicholas  Wetwang. 

Henry  Forster, 

William  Blaxton. 

Nicholas  Hayning. 

William  Thompson. 

Robert  Chambers. 

John  Essington. 

John  Cook. 

John  Fisher, 

Thomas  Lockwood. 

John  Carr. 

Thomas  Snow. 
Robert  Harding. 

William  Hodshon. 
John  Semple. 
.  Peter  Bewick. 
John  Heaton. 
John  Ridsdale. 
William  Scot. 
William  Bewick. 
William  Cunningham. 
Robert  Harding, 
Robert  Stockett. 
George  Bird. 
Thomas  Harbourn. 
Robert  Brigham. 
John  Penreth. 
William  Richardson. 
William  Chambers. 
Thomas  Morpeth. 
Robert  Harding. 
Bartholomew  Yonnghusband. 
Thomas  Hardbread. 
Thomas  Green. 
Christopher  Brigham. 
William  Hayning. 
William  Davel. 
John  Penrith. 
John  Snow.  Brand, 
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1400  (July  25). — This  year,  King  Henry  IV.  was  at  Newcastle,  and 
marched  from  thence,  on  an  expedition  against  Scotland,  about  the 
7th  of  August.  He  dates  from  thence  again  on  the  3rd  of  September, 
the  same  year. — Brand.    Bidpath. 

1401  (January  11). — ^By  an  order  of  the  king^  the  mayor,  sheriff, 
and  community  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  were  commanded  to  provide 
one  barge  for  the  service  of  the  state. — Brand. 

In  the  year  1401  was  seen  a  blazing  star,  which  did  perhaps  fore- 
show the  eflusion  of  blood,  which  followed  after  in  Northumberland. — 
Baier'^s  Chron. 

1402  (June). — A  Scottish  army  crossed  the  borders,  and,  after  doing 
considerable  mischief,  was  defeated  at  Nesbit  Moor :  Hepburn  of  Hales, 
its  general,  was  slain,  with  many  of  his  companions,  and  nearly  all  the 
rest  of  the  knights  were  taken  prisoners.  The  victorious  commander  on 
this  occasion  was  not  an  Englishman,  but  a  disaffected  Scot, — ^the  great 
earl  of  March,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  bad  faith  of  the  imprudent 
duke  of  Rothsay,  heir-apparent  to  the  Scottish  throne,  gave  up  his 
fealty,  did  homage  to  the. king  of  England,  and  joined  in  the  closest 
confederacy  with  the  Percies  of  Northumberland. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

August. — Earl  Douglas,  who  had  got  a  grant  of  the  estates  of  the 
earl  of  March,  anxious  to  drive  him  to  his  ruin,  and  to  revenge  the  loss 
of  Nesbit  Moor ;  and  supported  by  the  duke  of  Albany,  entered  North- 
umberland. Ten  thousand  warriors,  the  best  of  Scotland,  followed  the 
banner  of  the  Douglas,  which  flew  like  a  meteor  from  the  Lothians  to 
the  Tweed,  from  the  Tweed  to  the  Tyne ;  but  the  earl,  whom  the  Scots 
sumamed  "  Tyne-man,*"  or  "  Lose-man,^^  from  his  repeated  defeats  and 
fulures,  with  all  the  personal  valour  of  his  race,  enjoyed  so  small  a 
portion  of  their  sagacity  as  to  be  unable  to  learn  military  experience 
from  reiterated  calamity.  Having  carried  terror  and  devastation  as 
far  as  the  walls  of  Newcastle,  without  finding  any  force  to  oppose  him, 
he  turned  back  loaded  with  plunder,  and  marched  in  a  careless  manner 
towards  the  Tweed.  During  his  ill-calculated  advance  to  the  south, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  his  son,  the  Hotspur  Percy,  with  his 
deadly  enemy  the  earl  of  March,  gathered  a  numerous  army  in  his 
rear.  Douglas,  hampered  by  his  spoil,  came  suddenly  upon  this  force, 
which  was  posted  near  Millfield,  in  the  northern  part  of  Northumber- 
land. He  perceived  a  strong  position  between  the  two  armies  called 
Homildon  HiU,  and  he  had  the  good  sense  to  seize  it.  The  English, 
with  the  people  of  the  earl  of  March,  occupied  the  ridges  of  a  neigh- 
bouring hill,  but  they  left  it  to  advance  to  the  assault ;  and  Harry 
Percy  (or  Hotspur)  was  about  to  charge  up  the  hill  of  Homildon,  when 
March  caught  his  bridle,  and  advised  him  to  stay  where  he  was,  and 
begin  the  fight  with  his  archers,  not  with  his  horse.     The  advice  was 
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taken :  the  English  bowmen  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  shot 
upwards  with  wonderful  force  and  correct  aim.  Instead  of  charging  at 
first,  as  Bruce  did  the  English  archers  at  Bannockbum,  Douglas  did 
nothing,  but  left  his  people  drawn  up  in  ranks  on  the  face  of  the  hill, 
where  they  presented  one  general  mark  to  the  enemy.  Scarcely  an 
English  arrow  flew  in  vain ;  the  Scots  fell  in  heaps  without  fighting. 
At  last  Douglas  made  up  his  mind  to  charge  down  the  hill,  or,  as  it  is 
related  by  Fordun,  Swinton,  a  spirited  knight,  induced  this  movement 
by  exclaimijig — *'  Oh  !  my  brave  fellow-soldiers,  what  fascinates  you 
to-day,  that  you  stand  like  deer  and  fawns  in  a  park  to  be  shot,  instead 
of  shewing  your  ancient  valour,  and  meeting  your  foes  hand-to-hand ! 
Let  those  who  will,  descend  with  me,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we 
vnll  break  that  host  and  conquer,  or,  if  not,  at  least  die  with  honour, 
like  soldiers.''^  As  Douglas  descended  the  English  bowmen  retired  a 
little,  but  they  pulled  their  bows  as  they  withdrew,  and,  presently  halt- 
ing again,  they  sent  a  flight  of  arrows  so  '^  sharp  and  strong,^  that  no 
armour  could  withstand  it;  and  as  he  was  spurring  forward,  the 
Douglas  himself,  whose  armour  was  of  the  most  perfect  temper,  was 
wounded,  though  not  mortally,  in  five  different  places.  He  fell  from 
his  horse, — was  made  prisoner, — ^and  then  a  complete  rout  of  the  Scots 
ensued.  Eight  hundred  of  them  remained  on  the  field,  and  five  hun- 
dred, it  is  said,  were  drowned  in  the  Tweed.  Besides  Douglas,  whose 
principal  wound  deprived  him  of  an  eye,  Murdach,  the  son  of  the  duke 
of  Albany,  the  earls  of  Moray  and  Angus,  two  barons,  eighty  knights 
(among  whom  were  some  Frenchmen),  and  many  other  persons  of  rank, 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  Percies.  Swinton,  Gordon,  Livingston  of 
Calendar,  Bamsay  of  Dalhousie,  Walter  Sinclair,  Roger  Gordon,  and 
Walter  Scott,  were  in  the  number  of  the  more  illustrious  slain.  The 
English  men-at-arms,  knights,  and  squires,  never  drew  the  sword  or 
couched  the  lance,  the  whole  affair  being  decided  by  the  archers.  Such 
was  the  famous  battle  of  Homildon  Hill,  which  was  fought  on  Hoiy- 
rood-day,  the  14th  of  September,  1402. — JPict.  Hist.  Eng, 

1402. — The  county  of  Northumberland  had  suffered  so  much  by  the 
incursions  of  the  Scots,  that,  at  the  request  of  parliament,  the  king  re- 
mitted to  them  all  taxes  and  debts  due  by  them  to  the  crown. — Brwnd. 

Nov.  20. — Nightly  watches,  by  an  hundred  persons,  upon  the  walls 
of  Newcastle,  for  the  defence  of  that  place  and  the  parts  adjacent,  ap- 
pear as  established  there,  and  sustained  at  the  charge  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.— Brand. 

1405. — A  conspiracy  was  formed  against  king  Henry  IV.  under  the 
guidance  of  Percy,  earl  of  Northumberland,  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
Scroop  the  archbishop  of  York,  sir  John  Falconberg,  and  others. 
The  archbishop  and  the  earl  of  Nottingham  who  had  taken  the  field  at 
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ShiptoDron-the-Moor,  with  eight  thousand  men,  were  both  made 
prisoners,  carried  to  the  king  at  Pontefract  castle  and  executed. 
After  this  Henry  marched  northward  with  an  army  of  thirty  thousand 
men.  The  earl  of  Northumberland  fled  to  Berwick,  and  implored  the 
assistance  of  the  regent  of  Scotland,  At  Durham,  Henry  caused  the 
lord  Hastings,  the  lord  Falconbridge,  and  two  knights,  to  be  tried  for 
treason,  and,  on  their  conviction,  to  be  beheaded.  On  the  king's  ap- 
proach to  Berwick  old  Percy  gave  up  the  town  to  some  Scots,  and  fled 
with  the  lord  Bardolf  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  kindly  received. 
When  the  English  came  before  Berwick  the  Scots  set  fire  to  the  town 
and  fled.  The  castle,  however,  was  garrisoned,  and  the  governor  re- 
fused to  surrender.  Upon  this  Henry  brought  up  an  enormous  cannon, 
and  planted  it  against  one  of  the  towers :  the  first  shot  took  such  eflbct 
that  it  knocked  down  part  of  the  tower,  upon  which  the  garrison,  in  a 
panic,  threw  open  the  gates.  Henry  put  to  death  the  governor,  a  son 
of  the  baron  of  Grreystock,  with  four  or  five  of  his  principal  officers. 
He  did  not  continue  his  march  into  Scotland,  but  turned  back  into 
Northumberland,  where  he  took  Alnwick,  Prudhoe,  and  all  the  castles 
belonging  to  the  great  earl. — Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

1406. — Thomas  Langley,  dean  of  York,  was  elected  to  the  see  of 
Durham  by  papal  provision.  He  had  been  appointed  high  chancellor 
of  England,  in  1405,  but  resigned  the  great  seal  on  his  consecration  by 
the  primate  of  Canterbury  in  St.  PauFs  cathedral,  on  the  8th  of  August 
1406.  On  the  6th  of  June  1411,  he  received  the  cardinal'^s  hat  from 
pope  John  XXIII.  In  1414  he  was  ambassador  in  France,  and  in 
1417,  July  23,  again  accepted  the  office  of  chancellor.  He  resigned 
the  seals  on  the  death  of  Henry  V.  but  resumed  them  at  the  request  of 
the  parliament  in  November  1423,  and  continued  to  hold  them  till 
1425,  when  he  finally  retired  from  office.  Cardinal  Langley'^s  age  was 
spent  in  honourable  retirement  within  his  diocese.  His  public  works 
were  munificent  and  numerous.  He  built  the  whole  of  the  old  gaol,  in 
the  city  of  Durham,  with  its  massy  gateway,  and  he  founded  two 
schools  on  the  PaJace-green,  the  one  for  grammar,  the  other  for  plain- 
aong.  Langley  died  on  the  20th  of  November  1437,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Gralilee. — Swrtees. 

1408. — ^At  the  beginning  of  this  year,  earl  Percy  and  his  friend 
Bardolf,  with  a  force  consisting  chiefly  of  Scots,  suddenly  appeared  in 
Northumberland,  and  surprised  several  castles.  Many  of  his  vassals 
joined  their  old  lord,  but  all  besides  regarded  his  proceedings  with  dis- 
gust: the  people,  even,  in  the  north,  were  not  with  him,  but  stood 
rather  for  the  government.  The  hardy  warrior,  however,  penetrated 
as  iar  south  as  Knaresborough,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  few  friends 
of  the  late  archbishop  of  York ;  but  on  the  28th  of  February  he  was 
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defeated  by  sir  Thomas  Bokeby,  at  Bramham  moor,  near  Tadcaeter. 
The  old  man  was  fortunate  enough  to  die  in  the  battle ;  his  friend 
Bardolf  was  taken,  but  he  too  expired  of  his  wounds.  Their  quarters 
were  distributed  as  usual  in  such  cases. — Pict,  Hist.  Eng, 

1410  (July  5). — A  commission  of  array  was  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  Northumberland,  to  raise  .the  trainbands  and  archers  of  that  county ; 
who,  soon  after,  under  the  command  of  sir  Bobert  Umfreville,  entered 
Teviotdale,  plundered  and  burnt  the  town  of  Jedburgh,  and  all  the 
adjacent  country. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

Bishop  Langley  granted  his  licence  to  sir  Balph  Eure,  to  fortify  his 
eastle  of  Witton  with  a  wall,  and  to  embattle,  encamale,  and  entower 
the  same. — Hutchinson's  Dur. 
There  was  a  great  plague  at  Newcastle  this  year. — Brand, 
1411. — The  ancient  church  of  St.  Oswald,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  is 
said  to  have  been  founded  and  dedicated  before  the  conquest.  This 
structure  possessed  a  wooden  r6of  of  excellent  character.  It  was  cu- 
riously vaulted,  and  jointed  with  rose  knots ;  the  rafters  being  support- 
ed on  brackets  ornamented  with  cherubs  bearing  blank  shields.  On 
one  of  the  knots  was  an  inscription  in  a  circle,  4^At^  ^*  9*  9SEK* 
(EAtUn  bict.  which  fixes  the  date  of  its  erection  at  about  the  above 
year.  The  body  of  this  church  was,  about  1832,  in  so  dangerous  a 
state,  from  the  subsiding  of  the  ground  upon  which  it  stood,  occasioned, 
it  was  believed,  by  the  excavation  of  the  coal  seams  below,  that  divine 
service,  within  its  walls,  was  obliged  to  be  discontinued.  The  church 
has  since  been  rebuilt. — Baine.    Surtees. 

1412  (June  10). — The  Maison  de  Dieu^  or  house  of  God,  was  built 
by  Boger  Thornton,  on  the  south  side  of  Sandhill,  Newcastle,  wherein 
certain  persons  should  be  provided  with  meat  and  clothing.  The  royal 
licence  is  dated  as  above,  when  the  building  appears  to  have  been  com- 
pleted. In  1456,  Boger  Thornton,  the  son  of  the  founder  granted  the 
use  of  the  hall  and  kitchen  belonging  to  this  hospital,  ^^  for  a  young 
couple,  when  they  were  married,  to  make  their  wedding  dinner  in,  and 
receive  the  offerings  and  gifts  of  their  friends,  for  at  that  time  houses 
were  not  large.^^  This  was  an  ancient  custom  used,  it  should  seem,  for 
the  encouragement  of  matrimony. — Brand. 

Wreigh-hill,  a  village  about  five  miles  west  from  Bothbury,  being 
placed  on  the  extremity  of  the  parish,  near  the  western  entrance  to  the 
fertile  valley  of  the  Coquet,  seems  to  have  suffered  more  severe  and 
repeated  calamities  from  hostile  borderers  than  any  other  village  in  the 
vicinity  ;  and  the  spirited  opposition  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  Scottish 
freebooters  excited  their  resentment,  and  drew  forth  threats  of  the 
cnost  cruel  revenge.  Accordingly,  on  Wednesday  the  25th  of  May 
1412,  a  strong  band  appeared  before  the  place.    A  fierce  contest  en- 
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sued,  when,  overpowered  by  superior  numbers,  the  people  of  Wreigh- 
hill  were  defeated,  and  few  escaped  the  keen  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
The  village  also  was  totaUy  destroyed :  hence  arose  the  sorrowful  say- 
ing, which  has  even  descended  to  the  present  generation,  ^'  The  woeful 
Wednesday  of  the  Wreigh-hiU.^ — Mackenzi^B  Northd. 

1414  (January  28). — ^An  order  was  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Newcas- 
tle upon  Tyne,  to  proclaim  the  truce  between  France  and  England, 
which  was  to  continue  a  year,  and  in  which  the  king  of  Scotland  was 
comprehended. — Brand. 

July  22. — ^The  Scots  were  defeated  near  Yevering,  by  sir  Robert 
Umfreville,  then  commander  of  Roxburgh  castle,  and  the  earl  of  West- 
moreland, then  lord  warden  of  the  marches.  Sir  Robert  had,  it  is  said, 
but  seven  score  spears,  and  three  hundred  bows,  with  which  force  he 
discomfited  four  thousand  Scots,  killed  sixty,  took  one  hundred  and 
sixty  prisoners,  and  chased  them  twelve  miles  into  their  own  country. 
The  place  of  this  action  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  village  of 
YcTering,  is  denoted  by  a  rude  column  of  whinstone  fourteen  feet  high. 
— Harding, 

1415  (Aug.  2). — Sir  Thomas  Grey,  of  Wark,  in  Northumberland, 
was  tried  at  Southampton,  and  having  confessed  his  guilt  of  conspiring 
with  the  earl  of  Cambridge  and  lord  Scroope,  to  take  away  the  life  of 
king  Henry  V .,  then  preparing  to  invade  France,  was  immediately  be- 
headed, and  his  head  was  afterwards  placed  on  one  of  the  gates  of 
Newcastle. — Complete  Hist.  ofEng. 

Aug.  3. — Bishop  Langley  having  recovered,  by  suit  in  the  king^s 
court,  the  third  part  of  Tyne  bridge,  with  the  tower  on  the  south 
end,  against  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  Newcastle,  took  possession 
of  the  disputed  bulwark  on  the  above  day,  with  all  his  chivalry. — 
Surtees. 

1416  (Sept.  17). — The  assizes  at  Durham  were  deferred,  on  account 
of  a  dreadful  plague,  from  this  day  to  the  Monday  after  the  circum- 
cision. The  plague  continued  to  rage  at  intervals  for  five  years. — 
Swrtees. 

1417. — Two  women  named  Matilda  Burgh  and  Margaret  Usher, 
servants  to  Peter  Baxter,  of  Newcastle,  being  determined  to  approach 
the  shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  at  Durham,  nearer  than  was  legally  permit- 
ted, disguised  themselves  in  men'^s  apparel,  but  were  unfortunately 
discovered  in  the  attempt  to  complete  their  purpose,  and  taken  into 
custody.  By  way  of  punishment  for  their  intended  profanation,  they 
were  adjudged  to  walk,  on  three  festival  days,  before  the  procession  in 
St.  NichoW  church,  in  Newcastle,  and  on  three  other  holidays,  at  the 
church  of  All  Saints,  in  the  same  town,  habited  in  the  dresses  in  which 
they  committed  the  offence ;  proclamation  being  first  made  as  to  the 
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cause  of  tlus  penance.  The  master  and  raistreea  of  these  curious  fe- 
males were  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  attend  the  spiritual  court  at 
Durham,  to  answer  the  charge  of  being  oounselloni  and  abett<»«  in  this 
misdemeanor. — Bourne. 

1419. — In  the  absence  of  the  king  of  England,  who  was  then  in 
France,  hostilities  having  commenced  on  the  borders,  William  Hali- 
burton,  of  Fast  castle,  took  the  castle  of  Warit,  which  was  then  in  the 
custody  of  Robert  O^e,  and  put  ail  the  garrison  to  the  sword ;  but  it 
was  soon  recovered  by  the  English,  who,  from  a  perfect  knowtedgo  of 
the  place,  made  their  way  by  a  sewer  which  led  from  the  kitchen  into 
the  Tweed,  and  surprising  the  garrison,  put  them  all  to  death,  in  re- 
venge for  their  cruelty  on  Ogle's  troops. — Border  AiUiq. 

1422. — The  annals  of  Haydon-bridge,  Northumberland,  record  the 
suspension  of  John  Parker  for  felony.-^  IFoKm'  Northd. 

1423. — ^Died,  at  Kepyer,  near  Durham,  Robert  Wyclyf,  of  the 
family  of  Wycliffe,  of  Wyeliffe — a  near  relation,  probably  nephew,  of 
Wycliffe,  the  Reformer.  He  was  rector  of  Wycliffe  in  1362,  and 
master  of  Kepyer  hospital  before  1405, — Surieei  8oc.  WiUi  and  Inv. 
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1424. — James,  king  of  Scotland,  who  had  been  long  a  prisoner  in 
England,  obtained  his  liberty,  and  married  Jane  Beaufort,  of  the  royal 
blood  of  Lancaster.  The  city  of  Durham  was  the  place  appointed  for 
the  exchange  of  hostages,  and  the  meeting  of  the  English  and  Scottish 
commissioners.  Cardinal  Langley,  bishop  of  Durham,  the  bishop  of 
London,  the  earls  of  Northumberland  and  Westmoreland,  lords  Dacre 
and  Greystock,  Richard  Neville,  warden  of  the  west  marches,  and  air 
Robert  Umfrevilie,  appeared  on  the  part  of  England,  a  truce  was  con- 
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eluded  for  seven  years,  and  James  and  his  queen,  after  experienoing 
for  a  month  the  hospitality  of  the  cardinal,  were  honourably  escorted 
by  the  gentry  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  to  the  abbey  of  Mel- 
rose, where  James  confirmed  the  treaty  of  Durham. — Surtees. 

Streatlam  castle,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was  rebuilt  by  sir  Wil- 
liam Bowes,  who  was  knighted  for  his  valour  at  the  battle  of  Vemoyle, 
in  France,  this  year. — Surtees. 

1425  (April  7). — ^A  sentence  was  fulminated  by  Thomas  Langley, 
bishop  of  Durham,  against  certain  persons  unknown,  who  had  robbed 
the  house  of  Robert  Clytherow,  esq.,  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  of  plate 
and  jewels  of  considerable  value.  Such  a  proceeding  against  house- 
breakers in  this  age  would,  it  is  feared,  do  but  little  towards  the 
recovery  of  stolen  goods. — Brand. 

1426  (January  20). — The  ancient  ordinary  of  the  incorporated 

company  of  coopers  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
bears  the  prefixed  date.  It  enjoined  them  to  go 
together  yearly  at  the  feast  of  Corpus  Ghristi  in 
procession,  as  other  crafts  did,  and  play  their 
play  at  their  own  charge ;  each  brother  to  attend 
at  the  hour  assigned  him  at  the  procession,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax :  that  none 
should  take  a  Scotsman  bom  to  apprentice, 
under  the  penalty  of  40s.  whereof  26s.  8d.  to 
go  to  the  fraternity,  and  13s.  4d.  to  ^^Sente 
Nicholas  Kyrkwarke,*^  October  7th,  1699,  a  war- 
rant was  granted  to  this  society  by  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  to  search 
all  herrings,  &c.,  a  power  which  is  still  continued  in  their  hands.  The 
annexed  are  the  armorial  bearings  of  this  society. — Arms  of  Inc.  Comp, 

1428  (Dec.  1). — King  Henry  VI.  issued  an  order  for  the  safe  con- 
duct of  the  king  of  Scots  as  far  as  Newcastle  or  Durham,  by  one  thou- 
sand of  his  own  horse,  to  a  personal  conference  with  Henry  Beaufort, 
bishop  of  Winchester,  in  order  to  prevent  hostilities. — Brand. 

1429  (3  January). — Died  Roger  Thornton,  merchant  in  Newcastle ; 
who,  according  to  Leland,  was  bom  in  Witton.  Stowe  adds  that  ^^  this 
Thornton  was  at  the  first  very  poor,  and  as  the  people  report,  was  a 
pedlar,  and  of  him  to  this  day  they  rehearse  this  rhyme — 

Mil  at  the  Westgate  came  Thornton  in 
*  With  a  happen  hapt  in  a  ram's  skin.'  " 
Bourne,  speaking  of  the  Westgate,  in  Newcastle,  says,  it  was  said  to 
have  been  built  by  Roger  de  Thornton,  in  memory  that  he  came  from 
the  west  country,  according  to  the  old  saying — 

"  At  the  Westgate  came  Thornton  in 

'<  With  a  hap,  and  a  halfpenny  and  a  lamb's  skin." 
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By  application  to  business  he  rose  to  very  considerable  wealth,  and 
became  one  of  the  greatest  characters,  and  most  munificent  patrons 
that  Newcastle  ever  had.  '^  He  was  the  richest  merchant  that  ever 
was  dwelling  in  Newcastle.'*'  In  1382,  John  Thornton  was  one  of  the  four 
bailiffs  of  that  town,  so  that  Roger  probably  came  into  business  under 
his  patronage.  In  1397  he  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  a  bailiff;  and  in 
1400,  when  Newcastle  was  first  erected  into  a  county,  and  obtained  the 
privilege  of  having  its  own  sheriff,  he  was  not  only  chosen  mayor,  but 
was  one  of  its  burgesses  in  parliament.  His  liberality  and  management 
probably  procured  Newcastle  its  new  charter  of  privileges  in  that  year ; 
for  which  his  grateful  townsmen  set  him  at  the  head  of  their  new  order 
of  mayors — an  office  which  he  filled  nine  times  in  twenty  seven  years. 
He  also  sat  in  parliament  for  Newcastle  1 399,  1410,  and  1416.  King 
Edward  IV.  in  1403,  granted  him  a  licence  to  alien  ground  to  mort- 
main, for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Maison  de  Dieu  upon,  on  the 
Sandhill  in  Newcastle,  which  seems  to  have  been  finished  about  the 
year  1412,  in  which  year  he  had  a  licence  to  acquire  possessions  for  it : 
in  1416,  he  settled  lands  in  Byker  upon  it,  and  further  augmented  its 
revenues  in  1424;  besides  which  he  also  founded  the  chantry  of  St. 
Peter  in  All  Saints'  chapel  in  1412. — One  source  of  his  great  wealth 
was  probably  the  lead  mines  he  occupied  in  Weardale ;  for,  in  1401,  he 
obtained  a  twelve  years  lease  from  the  bishop  of  Durham  of  three 
mines  in  that  district.  He  was  also  engaged  in  shipping;  and,  in 
1405,  had  a  share  of  a  vessel  called  the  "  The  Good  Year^  of  200  tons 
burden,  valued  at  £¥)0 ;  and  her  cargo  of  woollen  cloth,  red  wine  &c. 
at  two  hundred  marks  ;  so  that  with  his  ships,  and  his  mines  produc- 
ing silver,  there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  Leland's  account,  that 
he  became  ^^  wonderful  riche  sum  say  by  prises  of  silver  owre  taken  on 
the  se,"  without  putting  any  bad  construction  on  the  tradition.  It  is 
also  plain,  from  the  quantity  of  lead,  which,  by  his  will,  he  left  to 
churches,  monasteries  and  other  ecclesiastical  establishments  in  the 
counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland,  that  he  had  extensive  deal- 
ings in  that  article.  Formerly,  England  was  not  famous  for  its  refine- 
ries ;  and  the  prizes  of  silver,  vulgarly  said  to  be  '^  overtaken  on  the 
sea,^  might  be  ingots  of  bullion  returned  for  unrefined  lead  which  he 
had  exported.  The  success  of  his  enterprizes  was  evidenced  by  the 
number  of  estates  which  he  realized.  He  died  possessed  of  divers 
tenements  in  Newcastle,  half  the  manors  of  Benton  and  Stannington, 
six  husbandlands  in  Tranwell,  the  advowson  of  Thornton  hospital,  and 
of  one  chantry  in  St.  Nicholas  and  another  in  All  Saints,  a  place  called 
Belsite  in  Newcastle,  besides  lands  in  South  Weetslet,  Killingworth, 
Shotton,  and  Plessy. — He  had  also  "  the  tower  and  manor  of  Lud- 
worth,  Bradbury  with  the  Isle,  Bolam,  Axwell,  Swalwell,  and  lands 
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Boattered  broad  and  wide  over  Durham,'^  and  other  counties  of  which 
we  have  no  accurate  account.  Besides  which,  he  built  the  Westgate, 
Newcastle,  and  the  town  hall  on  the  Sandhill  there ;  also  the  castle  of 
Witton ;  and  was  a  liberal  patron,  not  only  to  the  town  of  Newcastle, 
but  to  all  the  monasteries,  churches,  and  charitable  institutions  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  if  great  anxiety  to  be  saved,  and  to  conciliate 
heaven  by  largesses  to  the  church,  could  procure  him  a  happy  transit 
into  paradise,  ample  provision  was  made  in  his  will  for  realizing  his 
desires.  He  was  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  church  of  All  Saints, 
where  there  still  remains  a  large  and  richly  sculptured  tablet  of  brass, 
with  their  effigies,  and  the  following  inscription  upon  it : — "  Hie  jacet 
domicella  agues  quondam  uxor  roegeri  thomton  que  obiit  in  vigelia 
sancte  Katharine  anno  domini  m.gccc.xi  propicietur  deus  amen.  Hie 
jacet  rogerus  thomton  m^cator  noui  castri  super  tinam  qui  obiit  anno 
d'^ni  millesimo  cocc.xxix.  et  iii  die  Januarij.''^ — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

1429. — On  the  midnight  preceding  Corpus  Ohristi  day,  the  lantern 
of  Durham  catndral  was  set  on  fire  by  lightning,  while  the  monks 
were  at  prayer,  and  most  materially  injured.  The  fire  was  not  dis- 
covered till  long  after  day-break,  and  it  was  not  extinguished  till  after 
mid-day.  The  lantern  was  built  during  the  time  of  bishop  Famham, 
who  died  in  1247,  and  a  belfry  above  it  was  built  by  prior  Derlington 
(1258-1274).  Upon  the  summit  was  a  small  cupola  or  spire,  cased 
with  copper  or  brass ;  and  in  this  state  it  remained  till  the  time  of  the 
fire,  which  accident  cost  the  church  £2SS.  6s.  8d.  in  repairs. — Raines 
Dur  Cath. 

At  this  time,  a  recluse  appears  to  have  lived  in  a  hermitage  on  Tyne 
bridge,  Newcastle. — Brand. 

1436. — This  year,  earl  Percy,  at  the  head  of  four  thousand  English, 
and  an  equal  number  of  Scots  headed  by  A.  Bamsay,  of  Dalhousie, 
engaged  near  the  Cheviot-mountains,  and  after  a  fierce  battle,  the 
Scots  were  victorious,  having  slain  one  thousand  five  hundred  of  the 
English,  and  made  four  hundred  prisoners,  forty  of  whom  were  men 
of  distinction. — Seotts  Border  Exploits, 

1436. — Finchale  priory,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  underwent  divers 
repairs.  The  side  aisles  of  the  nave  were  totally  removed,  and  the 
connecting  arches  being  filled  up  with  masonry,  from  this  time  forward 
constituted  its  external  wall  till  the  dissolution.  It  is  a  sequestered 
nun,  beautifully  situated  on  the  wooded  banks  of  the  Wear. — Surtees, 

January  14. — The  oldest  ordinary  of  the  incorporated  company 
of  smiths  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  is  dated  as  above.  It  enjoined  that 
they  should  go  together  in  procession  on  the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi, 
and  play  their  play  at  their  own  expence,  attending  at  the  hour  appoint- 
ed, on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax ;  that  every  brother  should 
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be  at  St.  Nicholas'  cburoh,  at  the  setting  Torth  of  the  proceseion, 
on  St.  Loy-day,  on  the  like  penalty.  Another  ordinary,  dated  August 
17tb  1677,  constituted  them  a  body  politic  in  law,  enjoined  them  to 
meet  yearly  on  St.  Loy-day,  and  among  other  regulations,  that  no 
brother  should  come  to  meetings,  or  attend  the  public  guQd  of  the 
town,  with  his  apron  on,  but  with  a  decent  cloak  or  coat,  on  pMn  of 
forfeiting  6d.  for  each  default.  Among  many  curious  entries  in  the 
books  of  this  society,  the  following  occurs : — "Feb,  18,  1668. — John 
Bolam,  for  not  carrying  Clera.  Brown  to  church,  but  giving  the  stang 
to  another,  fined  13a.  Id."  The  meeting-house  of  the  company  is  ad- 
jacent to  the  Block- Friary,  the  ground  fioor  of  which,  once  that  of  the 
chapel  of  that  opulent  fraternity,  ia  the  room  in  which  homage  was 
done  by  the  Scottish  king  to  the  king  of  England,  for  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland. — Arms  oflncorp,  Comp. 

,  1437  (January  20.)^This  is  the  date  of  the  ancient  ordinary  of  the 
skinners'  company,  of  Newoaetle.  The  names  of  Richard  Hall,  mayor, 
Thomas  Wardeli,  sheriff,  Roger  Thornton,  Rob^  Whelpington, 
Lawrence  Acton,  Simon  Weldon,  and  WiUiam  Ellerby,  aJdermen,  oc- 
cur in  it.  The  ordinary  of  the  glovers'  society  is  dated  January  20tli, 
1436,  and  enjoined  them  to  go  together  in  procession  at  the  feast  of 
Corpus  Ghiisti,  in  a  livery,  and  play  their  play  at  their  own  charge, 
&c.  The  skinners  and  glovers  appear  to  have  been  incorporated  toge- 
ther, about  tho  year  1703.  Their  meeting-house  is  on  the  west  side  of 
tho  Black-Friary. — IHd. 
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Y  the  intereet  of  Richard  earl  of  Salisbury,  hie 
brother,  Robert  NeviDe,  fourth  son  of  Ralph 
eari  of  Westmoreland,  was  translated  from  the 
see  of  Salisbury  to  Durham,  January  27, 
1437-8;  received  the  temporalties  April  8, 
1438;  and  was  enthroned  at  Durham  on  the 
11th  of  the  same  month.  By  his  mother, 
Joan  of  Lancaster,  sister  of  Henry  IV.,  he  was  nearly  related  to  the 
reigning  sovereign ;  and  his  family  claimed  alliance  with  all  the  ancient 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  north.  His  life  appears  to  have  passed  in 
dignified  retirement  and  tranquility ;  the  only  public  business  in  which 
he  occurs  being  the  negotiation  of  truces  with  Scotland ;  transactions 
which  frequently  took  place  at  Durham.  He  built  the  Exchequer,  on 
the  Palace  Green,  where  the  Neville^s  arms  and  crest  still  remain 
above  the  doorway.  His  death  occurred  July  8,  1457.  By  his  will 
he  requested  burial  in  the  Gralilee,  near  the  reliques  of  the  venerable 
Bede ;  but,  by  order  of  his  executors,  he  was  interred  with  his  ances- 
tors in  the  south  aisle  of  the  cathedral. — Surtees. 

1439. — This  year,  the  l7th  of  king  Henry  VI.,  the  society  of  cord- 
wainers  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  was  incorporated ;  confirmed  by  king 
Philip  and  queen  Mary ;  re-confirmed  by  queen  Elizabeth ;  and,  lastly, 
by  king  James  I.  Their  ordinary,  an  agreement  signed  by  thirty-one 
brethren,  dated  December  17th,  1566,  mentions  their  meeting  house 
in  the  lately  dissolved  monastery  of  the  Black  Friars,  and  enjoins  that 
every  apprentice  should  serve  ten  years,  and  that  foreigners  might  be 
admitted  into  the  company  on  payment  of  <f  5,  one  half  to  go  to  the 
fellowship,  and  the  other  to  the  reparation  of  Tyne  bridge.  The 
society,  in  1690,  met  on  the  head-meeting  day,  on  Forth  Hill.  This 
custom  ceased  on  their  repairing  their  hall,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Old  Flesh  Market,  near  St.  Nicholas'  church.     They  obtained  the 
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first  lease  of  this  building,  then  called  "  The  Hoose  of  Charitie,"  of 
the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  A.  D.  166S.  In  the  year  1794,  they 
erected  their  late  meeting-house  in  the  High  bridge ;  and  their  piwent 
hall,  a  handsome  Btructure  on  the  north  side  of  Nelson  street,  waa 
built  in  1838.  The  Rev.  John  Brand,  author  of  the  history  of  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  was  a  member  of  this  fraternity. — Arm»  of  Incorp. 
Comp. 

1442  (October  10). — The  ancient  ordinary  of  the  society  of  barber- 
ohirurgeons  with  chandlers,  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  bearing  the  pie- 
fixed  date,  enjoined  that  they  should  go  together  in  procession  on 
Corpus  Christi  day,  in  a  livery,  and  afterwards  play  the  "  Baptiang  of 
Christ,"  at  their  own  expence.  Every  man  to  be  at  the  procession 
when  his  hour  is  assigned  him,  at  the  New-gate,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
a  pound  of  wax ;  to  go  also  with  their  pageant,  when  it  should  be 
played  in  a  livery,  on  the  like  pain ;  that  the  society  should  uphold  the 
light  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  as  long  as  they 
were  of  ability ;  that  no  barber,  apprentice,  nor  servant  should  shave 
on  a  Sunday,  neither  within  the  town  nor  without,  by  a  mile^s  space. 
Another  ordinary  of  this  society,  dated  Sep.  17,  1671,  constituted 
them  a  body  of  politic  by  the  name  of  barber-cbimrgeons,  and  wax 
aqd  tallow-chandlets,  and  provided,  that  when  any  brother  had  taken 
a  cure  in  hand,  no  other  should  meddle  with  it  till  it  was  completed, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  20s.  half  of  which  to  go  to  the  brother  who  first 
dressed  the  patient.  Their  hall,  in  the  Manors,  was  built  in  1730. 
The  old  books  of  this  society  contain  many  curious  entries,  amongst 
others  the  following  occur : — "December  11th,  1711,  ordered  by  a  full 
vote  in  the  company  that  perrywigg-making  be  from  thenceftHi^ 
accounted  as  a  part  and  branch  of  the  company."  "June  14th,  1742, 
order  that  no  broker  shave  John  Bobaon,  till  he  pays  what  he  owes 
to  Robert  Shaft©."— /Krf. 
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1446. — Died,  John  WesBington,  prior  of  the  church  of  Durham, 
who  during  a  period  of  thirty  years,  devoted  his  active  mind,  and  time, 
and  means,  to  the  benefit  of  the  fraternity  over  which  he  presided,  in 
ascertaining  and  vindicating  its  rights,  in  repairing  the  decayed  por- 
tions of  the  church  and  monastic  buildings,  in  erecting  new  structures, 
m  ornamenting  the  windows  with  painted  glass,  and  in  procuring  silver 
plate,  and  copes,  and  vestments,  and  every  other  requisite  for  the  page- 
antry of  divine  service,  as  it  was  then  performed.  The  gross  amount  of 
money  expended-  during  his  period  for  the  above  purposes  extends  to 
£7881  8b.  3^d.,  a  very  large  sum  when  converted  into  the  money  of 
the  present  day.  Prior  Wessington  was  also  the  author  of  a  Treatise 
on  the  Origin  of  the  Benedictine  Order,  preserved  in  manuscript  in  the 
library,  and  the  compiler  of  much  useful  information  respecting  the 
early  history  of  the  church  of  Durham,  bound  in  the  same  volume. — 
Maine's  Dur.  Caih. 

1447. — Upon  an  inquisition  taken  this  year,  it  was  found  that  the 
river  Tyne,  and  the  soil  thereof,  from  the  place  called  Spar-Hawk  in 
the  sea,  to  Hedwin-Streams,  above  Newbum,  belonged,  under  the 
crown,  to  the  corporation  of  Newcastle. — Bourne. 

1448. — ^This  year  the  English  broke  the  truce  by  invading  Scotland 
with  two  considerable  armies  at  the  same  time.  One  of  them,  led  on 
by  eari  Percy,  entered  on  the  east,  committing  great  ravages  as  far  as 
Dunbar,  which  place  they  laid  in  ashes.  The  other  army,  headed  by 
Ihe  earl  of  Salisbury,  plundered  Annandale,  and  burnt  Dumfries. 
Douglas  of  Balveny,  in  revenge,  with  an  army  of  Scots  ravaged  North- 
umberland, and  burnt  Alnwick.  The  earl  of  Northumberland,  to  re- 
venge his  loss,  entered  Scotland  with  a  powerful  army.  Among  his 
officers  was  one  Magnus,  termed  the  Bed  Mane^  a  person  trained  up 
to  war  on  the  Continent,  who  was  of  great  strength  and  extremely 
fierce,  he  obtained  a  grant  from  the  king  of  England,  of  all  the  lands 
he  could  conquer  in  Scotland.  The  English  were  encamped  on  the 
river  Sark,  when  the  Scots  arrived,  commanded  by  Douglas  earl  of 
Ormond,  and  Wallace  of  Craigie,  a  lineal  descendant  from  the  brave 
sir  William  Wallace.  The  Maxwells  and  Johnstones  began  the 
attack,  sword  in  hand,  and  made  great  slaughter  among  the  enemy, 
who  were  totally  routed,  and  left  three  thousand  slain ;  among  whom 
was  a  number  of  officers.  There  was  also  a  vast  number  drowned  in 
crossing  Solway  Firth.  Earl  Percy  and  other  two  noblemen  were 
found  among  the  prisoners.  The  champion  Magnus,  Bed  Mane,  was 
found  among  the  slain.  The  Scots  had  six  hundred  killed  and  the 
brave  Wallace  died  of  his  wounds  soon  after  his  return  home.  The 
English  officers  were  confined  in  Lochmaben  castle. — Scoff  $  Border 
EsploiU. 
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October. — King  Henry  VI.  visited  the  shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and 
was  entertained  for  several  days  by  bishop  NeviUe  in  the  oasUe  of  Dur- 
ham. In  letters  still  extant  the  pious  and  humble  sovereign  expressed 
himself  highly  gratified  by  his  honourable  reception,  and  by  having 
witnessed  the  devout  and  magnificent  service  of  the  northern  cathe- 
drals.— StMriees. 

1449. — The  English  and  Scottish  commissioners  twice  met  at  Dur- 
ham, to  renew  the  truce  (which  had  been  broken  by  the  hostile  spirit 
of  the  border  nobles,)  when  several  minute  and  useful  regulations  were 
framed  to  repress  private  hostility,  and  to  protect  the  persons  and 
property  of  individuals.  The  name  of  bishop  Neville  stands  first  in 
the  English  commission,  and  he  again  acted  as  a  commissioner  at 
Newcastle  in  1451. — IHd. 

1450  (Aug.  1). — Tlus  is  the  date  of  the  first  ordinary  of  the  incor- 
porated  company  of  weavers,  of  the  city  of  Durham. — lUd. 

At  this  time,  Edward  Dynley,  bom  of  a  good  family  at  Newcastle, 
and  a  learned  writer  of  the  order  of  Carmelites,  flourished  in  their 
house  at  that  place. — Tanner, 

1451  (March  12). — Is  the  date  of  the  ancient  ordinary  of  the  com- 
pany of  slaters  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  It  en- 
joined them  to  go  together  in  a  livery,  yearly,  at 
the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  and  play  .their  play 
at  their  own  expence ;  each  to  be  at  the  proces- 
sion when  his  hour  was  assigned  him,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax ;  that  no  apprentice 
should  serve  less  than  seven  years ;  and  that  no 
brother  should  work  upon  St.  Catherine's  day, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax.  Another 
ordinary,  dated  Sept.  28th,  1579,  cited  an  agree- 
ment between  the  slaters  and  bricklayers,  and 

mcorporated  the  two  societies  with  perpetual  succession,  enjoined,  that 
at  the  general  Corpus  Christi  plays,  they  should  play  "  The  Offering 
of  Isaac  by  Abraham,^  where  every  brother  was  to  att^id,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  2s.  6d.  Another  ordinary  of  this  society,  dated  March 
16th  1677,  separated  them  from  the  company  of  bricklayers;  and 
made  them  in  deed  and  name  a  fellowship,  by  the  name  of  slaters  and 
tylers ;  and  ordered  them  to  meet  yearly  on  St.  Catherine's  day.  In 
1821,  Gunner  Tower,  a  little  to  the  south  of  Forth-lane,  waa  converted 
into  a  meeting-house  for  this  society.  Their  armorial  bearings  are 
given  in  the  margin.— -4r»w  oflncorp.  Comp. 

August  14. — A  treaty  was  sealed  in  the  vestry  of  St.  Nicholas'' 
church,  in  Newcastle,  at  a  meeting  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  kings 
of  England  and  Scotland.     Sir  Henry  Percy,  knt.,  son  of  the  earl  of 
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Northumberiand,  was  one  of  the  conservators  of  the  truce  which  was 
to  continue  till  May  the  21st,  1457. — Brgmd. 

1454. — King  Henry  VI.  confirmed  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
Newcastle,  the  conservatorship  of  the  river  Tyne,  firom  Spar^Hawk 
to  Hedwin-streams. — Ibid. 

The  ordinary  of  the  incorporated  company  of 
bricklayers  and  plasterers  of  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  is  dated  ^^  the  xij^  day  of  Nouember,  in 
the  yere  of  ouyr  Lord  God  A  thousand  four 
hundredth  and  four  and  ffyffty,^^  enjoined  them 
to  meet  yearly  at  the  feast  of  Corpus  Ghristi,  to 
go  together  in  procession  as  other  crafts  did,  and 
play,  at  their  own  charge,  two  plays,  viz.: — 
"  The  Creation  of  Adam,''  and  "  The  Flying  of 
our  Lady  into  Egype.*"  After  the  plays,  the 
wardens  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  common  as- 
sent of  the  fellowship ;  each  man  of  the  said  craft  to  be  at  the  pro- 
cession when  his  hour  was  assigned  him ;  that  they  should  not  take 
any  to  apprentice,  nor  set  any  to  work  either  within  the  town  or 
without,  but  such  as  be  the  king's  liegeman,  on  pain  of  20d.  one  half 
thereof  to  go  to  the  fellowship,  and  the  other  half  to  Tyne  bridge ; 
that  no  Englishman,  not  being  a  freeman,  should  work  in  the  town,  on 
pain  of  a  pound  of  wax ;  that  if  any  free  brother,  or  his  wife,  should 
die,  all  the  lights  of  the  fellowship  shoyld  be  borne  before  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  said  fellowship.  In  1614,  this  fraternity  held 
their  meetings  in  a  lower  story  of  the  White-Friar-Tower ;  but  in 
1711,  they  appear  to  have  repaired  Nevil-Tower  for  a  meeting-house, 
and  it  haB  continued  to  be  their  hall  ever  since.  The  armorial  bear- 
mgB  of  the  company  are  annexed. — Anm  of  Incorp.  Comp> 

1457. — Laurence  Booth,  chaplain  to  queen  Margaret,  was  raised  to 
the  bishopric  of  Durham,  by  papal  bull,  dated  the  15th  of  September 
that  year.  Besides  his  ecclesiastical  dignities.  Booth  had  held  the 
Privy  Seal  since  1451,  and  in  1454  was  appointed  chancellor  to  queen 
Maigaret.  In  1473  he  was  appointed  chancellor  of  England,  and 
three  years  afterwards,  on  the  death  of  archbishop  Nevill,  he  was 
tmnalated  to  the  see  of  York  on  the  1st  of  September,  1476.  Booth 
was  the  first  prelate  of  Durham  who  was  removed  to  the  archbishopric. 
His  only  public  works,  while  bishop  of  Durham,  were  the  erection  of 
the  gates  of  Auckland,  and  some  additions  to  the  college  at  the  same 
place. — SfMTtees, 

1458. — The  original  ordinary  of  the  incorporated  company  of  cord- 
wsuners  of  the  city  of  Durham,  is  dated  ''  the  last  daie  of  June,  1458. 
—Ihid. 
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1458. — King  Henry  VI.  constituted  John  viscount  Beaumont,  (me  of 
the  conmuBsioners  to  meet  with  those  of  Scotland,  at  Newcastle,  tonch- 
ing  satisfaction  for  such  injuries  as  had  been  committed  by  the  subjects 
of  either  realm  against  the  other,  contrary  to  the  articles  formerly  con* 
eluded  between  them. — Local  See. 

This  ye%r,  Henry,  earl  of  N6rthumberUnd,  the  prior  of  Tynemouth, 
Ralph  Percy,  knt.,  Kalph  Gray,  knt.,  Robert  Ogle,  lent.,  William  Ber- 
tram, Roger  Thornton,  John  Hauboth,  sen.,  Robert  Mitford,  John 
Cartington,  and  Robert  Rodes,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  raise 
archers  in  the  county  of  Northumberhmd. — Ibid. 

1459. — The  oldest  ordinary  of  the  incorporated,  company  of  saddlers 
of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  b  dated  March  the  6th 
in  this  year.  It  enjoins  them  to  go  together  in 
procession,  in  a  livery,  at  the  feast  of  Corpne 
Christ!,  and  perform  their  play  at  their  own  cost ; 
and  th&t  each  brother  should  be  at  the  procession 
when  his  hour  was  asmgned,  under  pain  of  tariy- 
pence.  That  no  Scotsman  bom  should  be  taken 
apprentice,  or  suffered  to  woric  within  the  town, 
under  a  penalty  of  20s.  It  also  enjoined  civil  be- 
haviour to  each  other  at  their  meetings,  the  ob- 
servance of  holidays,  &c.  The  armorial  bearings 
of  the  company  are  given  in  the  margm.  Their  hall  is  in  the  Black- 
Friary. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Cmnp. 

1460. — The  Scots  gathered  great  booty  on  the  marches,  and  among 
other  castles  which  they  assailed,  Wark  was  taken  and  demolished. 
This  castle  was  -afterwards  repaJred  by  the  earl  of  Surrey. — MidpatA. 

1461  (March  29).— After  the  battle  of  Towton,  which  proved 
so  fatal  to  the  house  of  Lanoaeter,  king  Henry  VI.,  with  his  queen 
and  the  prince,  the  duke  of  Somerset ;  Henry,  duke  of  Exeter ;  lord 
Rocs ;  sir  John  Forteaque,  chief-justice  of  England ;  and  sir  William  ' 
Tailbois ;  who  were  then  at  York,  Bed  on  hearing  the  news,  first  to 
Newcastle,  and  afterwards  to  Berwick.  King  Edward  IV.,  after  this 
great  victor}-,  marched  northward  as  far  as  Newcastle,  but  soon  afler- 
wards  returned  to  the  south.  James  Boteler,  earl  of  Wiltshire  and 
Ormond,  a  firm  Lancastrian,  who  was  taken  at  this  battle  by  Richard 
Salkeld,  esq.,  was  beheaded  at  Newcastle  on  the  first  of  May,  this 
year. — Brand. 

1462. — George  Douglas  earl  of  Angus  went  with  an  army  of  Soots, 
and  most  daringly  brought  off  the  garrison  from  Alnwick  castle  con- 
sisting of  five  hundred  French,  while  the  earl  of  Warwick,  with  an 
English  army  far  more  numerous  than  that  of  Angus,  lay  encamped 
at  Alnwick. — ScoWs  Border  Exphitt. 
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1462, — ^The  Derwent  lead  minee  were  wrought  so  early  as  this  time» 
and  are  said  to  have  been  very  productive. — White  and  Parson. 

1463  (October). — Margaret,  queen  of  Henry  VI.  with  an  army  of 
two  thousand  Frenchmen,  landed  near  Bamborough,  and  though  the 
country  people  did  not  seem  inclined  to  rise  in  her  favour,  she  found 
means  to  possess  herself  of  Alnwick  castle.  Hearings  however,  that 
Edward  was  marching  in  great  force  against  her,  she  thought  it 
advisable  again  to  retreat  to  Scotland ;  but  a  violent  tempest  suddenly 
arising,  compelled  her  and  her  small  armament  to  seek  shelter  in  the 
port  of  Berwick,  whilst  the  remainder  of  her  inconsiderable  force  were 
driven  on  Holy  Island,  where  their  ships  were  burnt,  and  about  five 
hundred  men  made  prisoners.  Edward,  on  his  arrival  in  Northumber- 
land, immediately  ordered  the  castles  of  Alnwick,  Bamborough,  and 
Dunstanburgh  to  be  invested ;  the  first  by  the  earl  of  Warwick,  the 
second  by  the  earl  of  Worcester,  and  the  third  by  lord  Wenlock. 
Bamborough  castle,  which  was  held  by  the  duke  of  Somerset  and  sir 
Balph  Percy  for  Henry,  surrendered  to  Edward  on  Christmas-eve, 
who  pardoned  the  duke  and  sir  Ralph,  and  received  them  into  favour, 
whilst  the  earl  of  Pembroke  and  lord  Boos  sought  their  safety  by  flight 
into  Scotland.  Alnwick  castle  was  garrisoned  by  more  determined 
men ;  and  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  Lancastrian  force  to  relieve  it ; 
but  the  earl  of  Warwick  got  possession  of  it  by  capitulation  early  in 
January. — Border  Antiq.    Pict.  Hist.  Eng. 

1463  (Jan.  24). — The  prior  of  Durham,  granted  his  licence  to  John 
Etrick,  and  Thomas  Jonson,  of  Greatham,  to  go  to  the  Holy  Land 
upon  a  pilgrimage  against  the  Turks,  having  previously,  before  the 
shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  branded  them  upon  the  right  side  of  their  naked 
breasts  with  a  hot  iron  shaped  like  a  cross.  In  the  same  year,  a  similar 
licence  was  granted  to  Thomas  Man,  of  Bishop  Auckland. — Surtees. 

1464  (April). — Queen  Margaret,  though  abandoned  by  the  Scottish 
government,*  was  enabled  to  raise  a  numerous  army  to  assert  her 
rights;  and  her  standard  was  immediately  joined  by  the  duke  of 
Somerset  and  sir  Balph  Percy,  who  devoted  themselves  to  her  service. 
Meanwhile,  lord  Montagu  had  advanced  to  Hedgeley  moor,  where  he 
was  encountered  by  a  party  headed  by  the  lords  Hungerford  and  Boos, 
and  sir  Balph  Percy.  During  the  contest,  the  two  lords  abandoned 
their  companion  in  arms,  and  sir  Balph  fell,  fighting  bravely^  on  the 
field  of  battle,  several  of  his  attendants  sharing  in  his  fate.  When 
dying,  alluding  to  his  promise  and  oath  to  Henry,  sir  Ralph  exclaimed. 


*  The  cause  of  Henry  VI.  seemii  to  have  been  abandoned  by  Scotland  in  consequence 
of  a  truce  which  had  been  concluded  in  the  preceding  December  with  Edward  IV. — 


162  LOCAL  historian's  [.a.  d.  Ii6i. 


"  I  have  saved  the  bird  in  my  brea^t.^  la  memory  of  this  lamentable 
event  was  erected  the  pillar  called  Percy's  crosB,  which  stands  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  high  road,  leading  from  Morpeth  to  Wooler, 
bearing  rude  sculptures  of  the  armorial  bearings  belonging  to  the 
Percy  and  Lucy  families. — Border  Antiq. 


146i  (May  15), — Queen  Margaret  entered  Northumberland  again 
at  the  liead  of  a  verj-  numerous  army,  which  on  the  above  day,  suffered 
a  total  defeat  on  a  [>lain  called  the  Levels,  near  Hexham,  John  Neville, 
marquis  of  Montacute,  afterwards  created  earl  of  Northumberland, 
general  of  the  forces  of  the  house  of  York,  forced  the  intrenchmenta  of 
the  Lancastrian  party,  and  made  a  dreadful  slaughter.  The  Ogles  and 
Manners'  of  this  county  were  of  the  victorioiis.  The  Percys,  Boos, 
Nevilles,  Tailbois,  and  Greys,  among  the  vanquished.      The  unfor- 


A.  D.  1469.]  TABLE   BOOK.  163 

tunate  King  Henrj  rode  full  speed  out  of  the  field.  His  attendants 
were  many  of  them  taken  in  the  pursuit.  The  furniture  of  their 
horses  were  of  blue  velvet ;  upon  one  of  them  was  found  the  high  cap 
of  state  called  abacot,  adorned  with  two  rich  crowns,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  victorious  Edward  at  York.  His  competitors  Henry 
and  his  queen,  and  some  of  their  partizans,  were  abandoned  to  extreme 
misery.  Single  and  alone,  the  queen  wandered  with  her  little  son  in 
her  arms,  exposed  to  dangers  till  (by  the  aid  of  a  generous  robber)  she 
reached  the  sea  coast  and  passed  over  to  France,  her  native  land. 
The  duke  of  Exeter,  their  friend,  became  an  exile  in  Burgundy; 
where,  without  shoes  or  stockings,  he  begged  his  bread  from  door  to 
door.  The  duke  of  Somerset,  the  lords  Hungerford  and  Boos,  were 
executed  at  Hexham,  immediately  after  the  battle.  Sir  William 
Tailbois,  sir  Humphrey  Neville,  and  sir  Ralph  Grey,*  were  all 
beheaded;  sir  Ralph  had  retired  to  the  castle  of  Bamborough  where 
he  was  taken  by  the  earl  of  Warwick,  some  weeks  after  the  battle, 
and  carried  to  king  Edward,  who,  during  the  short,  murderous,  and 
inglorious  campaign,  had  been  detained  at  Doncaster  by  an  illness 
brought  on  by  vicious  excesses.  Edward  treated  Grey  with  the 
utmost  severity ;  his  knightly  spurs  were  stricken  off  by  the  king'*s 
cook  ;  his  coat-of-arms  was  torn  from  his  body,  and  another  coat, 
reversed,  put  upon  his  back  :  he  was  sent  bare-foot  to  the  town'^s  end, 
and  then  he  was  laid  down  on  a  hurdle,  and  drawn  to  a  scaffold, 
where  his  head  was  struck  off.  The  earl  of  Kent,  who  was  taken  in  a 
close  called  Riddesdale,  was  brought  to  Newcastle  and  there  beheaded. 
This  was  the  last  struggle  made  by  the  Lancastrian  party. — HodgsorCs 
Norihd.     Pict.  Hist,  Eng. 

1465. — After  a  tedious  negociation  between  the  king  of  England 
and  the  king  of  Scotland,  a  treaty  of  pacification  was  concluded  at 
Newcastle,  whereby  the  truce  for  fifteen  years  agreed  on  the  pre- 
ceding year,  was  prolonged  for  forty-five  years. — Ridpaih, 

1466  (December  5). — There  was  a  meeting  of  commissioners  at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  concerning  attempts  against  the  truce  of  the 
preceding  year. — Brand. 

1468. — The  Ordinary  of  the  incorporated  company  of  Barbers,  in 
the  city  of  Durham  bears  date  this  year. — Surtees. 

1469. — King  Edward  VI.  was  petitioned  by  the  gentry  and  com- 
mons of  Northumberland,  to  restore  Percy  to  the  estate  and  honours 


•  After  the  surrender  of  Alnwick  castle  to  the  earl  of  Warwick,  it  was  given  by  king 
Edward  to  sir  John  Ashley ;  and  this  circumstance  bad  converted  sir  Ralph  Gray  from 
a  Tery  violent  Yorkist  into  a  very  violent  Lancastrian;  for  Gray  had  expected  to  gel 
Atnvrick  for  himself. — Pict,  Hi»t  Eng. 
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of  his  ancestors,  and  this  was  done  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year. 
Percy,  along  with  the  title  and  inheritance  of  his  ancestors,  received 
the  wardenship  of  the  east  and  middle  marches.  * — Bidpaih, 

1472  (Feb.  6). — Henry  Percy  (fourth  earl  of  Northumberland), 
was  commissioned  on  the  above  day  to  meet  on  April  25,  following, 
at  Newcastle,  to  treat  with  commissioners  sent  by  the  king  of  Scot- 
land, about  a  peace,  cessation  of  arms,  or  confederacy.  He  was  also 
commissioned  to  meet  persons  deputed  by  James  III.,  king  of  Scot- 
land, on  June  16,  1473,  at  Newcastle  or  Alnwick,  or  such  other  place 
as  he  should  think  proper,  to  settle  with  them  all  matters  transacted 
contrary  to  the  truce. — ColVM  Peerage, 

1473. — Bishop  Booth  granted  a  license  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  Hartlepool,  to  build  a  pier  which  is  now  first  mentioned,  and  also 
to  levy  money  for  that  purpose.  The  walls  of  Hartlepool  are  said  to 
have  been  built  by  Robert  de  Brus,  between  the  years  1245  and  1295, 
and  as  they  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  walls  of  Newcastle, 
which  by  some  authors  have  been  attributed  to  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
this  seems  extremely  probable. — Sharp's  Hartlepool. 

Died,    this  year,  Robert  Rodes,  a  most  munificent  patron  of  the 
church  and  diocese  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  more  particularly  of  the 
churches  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  where  he  resided.      In  the  year 
1428,  he  re-founded  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  chantry  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist.     In  1440,  he  was  ap- 
pointed comptroller  of  the  customs  of  the  port  of  Tyne,  by  Henry  VI. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  representatives  in  parliament,  for  Newcastle, 
in  the  years  1427,  1428,  1432,  1434,  and  1441.     On  the  10th  of 
January,  1446,  he  presented  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Cuthbert,  a  cross  of 
gold,   set  with  precious    stones,    and  adorned  with  curious  relics. 
'^  Robert  Rodes,  esquire,'"*  occurs  in  inquisisions  taken  ^^  at  the  caAtell 
of  Newcastell  upon  Tyne,''  in  1447  and  1461 ;  and  in  1451,  he,  and 
ten  others,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  raise  archers  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland.     Robert  Rodes,  esquire,  (the  same  who  sat  in 
judgement  ^'at  the  castell  in  the  Newcastell  upon  Tyne,"  and  gave 
wrong  sentence  against  the  right  of  Seynt  Cuthbert,  whereof  he  after 
repented  and  did  seek  absolution)  died  without  issue,  April  1,  1474. 
A.  D.  1500,  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  assigned  a  tenement  for  a 
priest  to  live  in,  who  should  pray  for  the  souls  of  Robert  Rodes  and 
Agnes  his  wife,  in  the  chantry  they  had  founded.     It  is  a  generally 
received  opinion  that  the  upper  part  of  the  beautiful  steeple  of  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcastle,  is  a  superstructure,  raised  upon 
the  original  tower,  and  its  erection  is  with  great  probability  atributed, 

*  This  it  the  first  time  that  the  middk  marcAe*  are  mentioned  on  the  part  of  Engknd. 
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by  Bourne  and  others,  to  Robert  Bodes.  On  the  ceiling  under  the 
bel&7  are  placed  five  shields,  each  conttuning  the  arms  of  Bodes,  with 
the  imcription  "4^ Ate  pt»  9mma  VtobtvU  a&«1i«ft."  * 


Arch  um>ib  the  Belfrt  of  St.  Nicholas'  Chdrch. 

The  font  of  this  church  is  likewise  ornamented  with  the  arms  of 
Robert  Eodea  and  another  (probably  those  of  his  wife),  from  which 
circiunstance  it  seems  probable  that  it  also  hod  been  made  at  his 
expense.  It  is  formed  of  stone,  and  consists  of  three  portions  or 
divisions  in  height ;  a  base,  or  steps,  a  ^aft,  and  a  capital  or  basin, 
iriiich,  like  all  the  other  parts  has  eight  faces,  on  each  of  which  is 
sculptured  a  shield.  Six  of  those  sluelds  are  oharged  with  the  aims 
of  Bodes.  The  font  is  surmounted  by  a  magnificent  wooden  cover 
of  exquisite  workmanship,  which  is  likewise  raised  on  an  octangular 
ground  plan,  and  comprises  two  distinct  stories  or  divisions.  The 
first  stKHy  presents  a  series  of  eight  pointed  arches,  divided  by  but- 
trees-clomnns  at  the  angles,  supporting  a  groined  roof.  Over  the  arches 
in  front,  arti  the  like  number  of  canopies,  decorated  with  foliages  and 
erocketted  pinnacles.  From  the  roof  of  the  first  story  rises  the  second, 
which  is  ornamented  on  each  face  with  recessed  pannels,  having  mul- 

'  Smith'n  Brir.     BoHmc.     Brand.     Snrten. 
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lions  and  tracery ;  above  these  are  another  series  of  canopies,  similar 
to  the  former,  and  the  whole  is  crowned  by  a  central  shaft,  or  spire, 
adorned  with  statues  and  crockets. 

1474. — The  manor  of  Croxdale,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  Salvins,  prior  to  this  year,  and  has  ever  since 
continued  in  their  possession,  a  circumstance  hardly  to  be  paralleled 
in  the  history  of  any  family  in  the  county. — Surtees. 

1474  (July  11). — John  Raynoldson,  of  Cocken,  and  John  Fery,  of 
the  same  place  did  penance  in  Durham  Cathedral,  for  violating  the 
liberties  of  St.  Cuthbert.  Each  walked  bare  headed  covered  with  a 
linen  sheet,  and  carrying  in  his  hand  a  lighted  candle  of  the  weight  of 
half  a  pound.  John  Bobynson,  of  the  same  place,  performed  a  similar 
penance  in  Finchale  abbey.  In  the  same  year  Lionel  Claxton,  gen- 
tleman, did  penance  in  the  chapel  of  Bearpark,  for  a  like  reason. — 
Ibid, 

1476  (Sep.  26). — William  Dudley,  Dean  of  Windsor,  was  elected 
to  the  see  of  Durham,  and  did  homage  and  had  restitution  of  the  tem- 
poraries on  the  14th  of  October  following.  The  king  remitted  to  him 
all  the  profits  of  the  vacancy.  During  his  episcopacy,  three  commis- 
sions of  array  were  issued  for  calling  out  the  armed  force  of  the  palatine: 
one  of  these  is  directed  to  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  afterwards  Richard 
III.,  as  lieutenant  of  the  north.  Bishop  Dudley  died  in  London,  in 
November,  1483,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  abbey. — Ibid. 

1477  (May  6). — The  ordinary  of   the  incorporated  company    of 

fullers  and  dyers  (called  anciently  walkers)  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  bears  the  prefixed  date. 
It  ordered  that  no  brother  should  strain  cloth 
upon  the  tentor,  to  deliver  it  with  the  short 
wand,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  four  pounds  of  wax, 
nor  tentor  cloth  on  a  Sunday,  nor  "  wend  to  the 
walk  mylne '"  with  any  raw  cloth  on  that  day,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  two  pounds  of  wax ;  that  they 
should  attend  the  weddings  and  burials  of 
the  brethren  in  their  livery;  that  they  should 
meet  in  their  livery  in  Carlel-croft,  on  St.  John'*s 
day  in  May,  at  six  o^clock  in  the  morning ;  and  upon  St.  John^s  day 
at  Christmas,  at  one  o'^clock  in  the  afternoon ;  that  none  of  the  com- 
pany should  fail  being  at  the  setting  forth  of  the  procession  on  Corpus 
Christi  day,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax;  and  that  each 
brother  should  pay  six-pence  to  the  procession  and  play  yearly,  &c. 
A.D.  1552,  this  society  had  a  grant  from  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
Newcastle,  of  a  part  of  the  Black  Friary  for  a  meeting  house.  Their 
armorial  bearings  are  given  above. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Comp. 
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1478. — Great  numbers  died  this  year  of  a  plague  at  Newcastle. — 
Brand. 

1480. — The  English  during  the  winter  laid  siege  to  Berwick,  both 
by  sea  and  land.  The  works  being  new  they  flattered  themselves  they 
should  with  little  difficulty  be  able  to  beat  down  the  walls ;  but  though 
several  wide  breaches  were  effected,  the  garrison  made  so  obstinate  a 
defence,  that  after  spending  most  part  of  the  winter  in  carrying  on  the 
siege,  the  English  were  forced  to  raise  it,  and  retreat  from  before  the 
town. — FuUefs  Higt.  Berwick, 

1482  (July)^ — King  Edward  IV.  marshalled  his  army  at  Alnwick, 
amounting  to  twenty-two  thousand  men,  which  formidable  force  mak- 
ing its  appearance  unexpectedly  before  Berwick  on  the  south  banks  of 
the  Tweed,  the  garrison  made  no  resistance,  and  the  town  was  inune- 
diately  seized.  Lord  Hales  who  had  the  command  of  the  castle, 
refusing  to  surrender  it,  four  thousand  men  were  left  to  besiege  it,  and 
the  main  body  advanced  towards  Edinburgh.  His  lordship  not  re- 
ceiving succours,  lost  hopes  and  surrendered.  After  this  a  truce  was 
concluded,  in  which  Berwick  vms  delivered  up  to  England ;  and  the 
Scots  engaged  never  in  future  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  it.  Since 
which  period  it  has  without  interruption  remained  in  the  possession  of 
the  crown  of  England. — HutchynsoirCB  Northd. 

1483. — A  stone  in  the  form  of  a  grave  stone,  in  the  glebe  ground, 
a  little  west  of  the  present  way  from  the  mansion  house  to  the  church 
of  Earkharle,  contains  the  following  inscription : — ^^  This  stone  was 
set  up  in  the  place  of  an  old  one,  by  sir  Wm.  Loraine,  bart.  in  1728, 
in  memory  of  Bobert  Loraine,  his  ancestor,  who  was  barbarously  mur- 
dered in  this  place  by  the  Scots  in  1483  for  his  good  services  to  his 
country  against  their  thefts  and  robbery,  as  he  was  returning  from  the 
church  alone  where  he  had  been  at  his  private  devotions.**^  In  1727, 
the  account  given  of  this  border  transaction  was  that  '^a  party  of 
Scots  lay  in  ambush  betwixt  his  house  and  the  church,  (where  he  fre- 
quently resorted  for  his  devotion)  and  on  his  return,  suddenly  siupris- 
ed  him,  and  dragged  him  into  an  adjacent  close,  where  they  barbar- 
ously murdered  him,  and  cut  him  as  they  had  often  threatened,  as 
small  as  flesh  for  the  pot,  in  memory  whereof  the  successor  set  up  a 
great  stone  remaining  to  this  day.*" — Hodgson's  Northd. 

Sep.  20. — Ralph  lord  Neville,  and  Isabell  his  wife,  by  licence  granted 
by  bishop  Dudley,  founded  a  chantry  in  Brancepeth  church ;  a  second 
chantry  was  also  founded  in  this  church,  but  by  whom  is  unknown.  In 
the  midst  of  the  chancel  is  the  monument  and  burial  place  of  Marga- 
ret, daughter  of  Hugh,  first  earl  of  Stafford,  and  first  wife  to  Ralph, 
the  first  earl  of  Westmoreland.  This  curious  monument  which  is  a 
little  raised  from  the  floor,  displays  the  effigies  both  of  the  earl  and 
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his  lady  in  wood ;  the  former  is  represented  in  a  hehnet  and  coat  of 
mail,  the  hands  elevated  with  gauntlets,  a  collar  studded  with  gems 
round  the  neck,  and  on  the  breast  a  shield  with  the  arms  of  Neville. 
The  latter  has  a  high  crowned  bonnet,  and  a  mantle  drawn  close  over 
her  feet,  which  rest  on  two  dogs  couchant.  There  are  other  anci^it 
tombs  here  of  the  Nevilles  and  the  Buhners.  This  church  is  of  great 
antiquity. — Swrtees. 

1483. — The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  John 
Sherwood,  S.T.P.  archdeacon  of  Richmond,  a  learned  divine  and  civi- 
lian. Bishop  Sherwood  died  at  Rome  on  the  12th  of  January  1493-4. 
— lUd. 

1484. — A  convention  for  a  marriage  between  James,  then  duke  of 
Rothesay,  heir  apparent  of  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  Ann,  daughter 
of  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  and  niece  of  the  English  king,  as  soon  within 
three  years  as  the  parties  came  of  fit  age,  was  agreed  upon  to  be  rati- 
fied December  the  6th  this  year,  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  in 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne ;  but  it  was  a  felicity  not  destined  to  this  Ann, 
but  reserved  for  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  VII.  by  a  marriage 
with  the  king  of  Scotland,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  real,  and  we  trust 
everlasting,  coalition  between  kingdoms  united  by  nature,  but  which 
for  a  series  of  ages  were  unnaturally,  and  very  unhappily  disjoined. — 
Brand, 

1485  (February  25).— "James  Manfeeld,  late  of  Wycliff,  'gentil- 
man,^  in  his  own  person  came  to  the  church  of  St.  Guthbert,  at  Dur- 
ham, and  there,  the  bells  being  rung,  urgently  requested  the  immunity 
of  the  said  church,  and  the  liberty  of  St.  Guthbert,  for  that  he,  near 
the  village  of  Ovyngton,  in  the  county  of  York,  about  the  26th  of 
January,  as  he  believes,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  along  with  others,  made 
an  attack  upon  one  sir  Rolland  Mebbume,  chaplain,  rector  of  the 
church  of  Wycliff,  and  feloniously  struck  him  in  his  body  with  a '  Wal- 
lych  bill,^  (Welsh  bill  or  axe,)  and  gave  him  a  mortal  wound,  of  which 
he  instantly  died ;  for  which  felony,  the  said  James  begged  the  immu- 
nity of  the  said  church,  in  the  presence  of  the  vicar  of  Eellow,  Roger 
Morland,  and  Nicholas  Dixon,  witnesses  called  in  upon  the  occasion.^ 
— Raines  Dur,  Cath, 

The  sanctuary  at  Durham  cathedral,  where  murderers,  and  rogues, 
and  vagabonds  from  every  part  of  the  nation  met  with  protection, 
until  they  obtained  a  pardon  from  the  crown,  or  quitted  the  kingdom, 
was  upon  the  floor  beneath  the  western  tower.  The  culprit  upon 
knocking  at  the  ring  afiixed  to  the  north  door  was  admitted  without 
delay,  and  after  confessing  his  crime,  with  every  minute  circumstance 
connected  with  it,  the  whole  of  which  was  committed  to  writing  in  the 
presence  of  witnesses,  a  bell  in  the  Galilee  tower  ringing  all  the  while 
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to  give  notice  to  the  town  that  some  one  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
church,  there  was  put  upon  him  a  black  gown  with  a  yellow  cross  upon 
the  left  shoulder,  as  the  badge  of  St.  Cuthbert,  whose  girth  or  peace 
he  had  claimed.  When  thirty-seven  days  had  elapsed,  if  no  pardon 
could  be  obtained,  the  melefactor,  after  certain  ceremonies  before 
the  shrine,  solemnly  abjured  his  native  land  for  ever,  and  was  straight- 
way, by  the  agency  of  the  intervening  parish-constable,  conveyed  to 
the  coast,  bearing  in  his  hand  a  white  wooden  cross,  and  was  sent 
out  of  the  kingdom  by  the  first  ship  which  sailed  after  his  arrival. — 
Bairn's  Dur,  Cath. 

1487  (Aug.). — King  Henry  VII.  arrived  at  Newcastle,  on  a  pro- 
gress through  the  northern  counties,  and  carrying  a  severe  inquisition 
against  the  persons  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion ;  he 
continued  to  reside  in  that  town  during  the  remainder  of  the  summer. 
— Brand, 

1489. — Lionel  Bell,  of  Sowth  Sheles,  obtained  from  the  prior  of 
Durham  a  lease  for  sixty  years,  of  a  parcel  of  land  near  St.  Hilde's 
chapel,  on  which  he  constructed  two  iron  salt-panns.  This  is  the 
earliest  notice  of  the  manufacture  of  salt,  for  which  South  Shields  was 
once  famous.  The  salt-pans  are  frequently  mentioned  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  In  1667  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  salt-pans, 
and  in  1 696,  when  the  salt  trade  had  reached  its  height,  the  number 
of  pans  amounted  to  143.  From  that  period  this  branch  of  trade  has 
been  gradually  decreasing.  A  curious  tradition  prevails  at  Shields, 
that  when  the  plague  raged  there  with  great  violence,  the  persons  em- 
ployed about  the  salt-works  entirely  escaped  the  infection. — Surtees. 

1490. — King  Henry  VII.  made  a  grant  of  the  fair  called  St.  Luke^s 
fair,  to  the  town  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

1491  (April  3). — ^One  John  Weddrell,  of  Bolam,  having  had  the 
misfortune  to  knock  down  one  of  his  townsmen,  called  Rowland 
Sharpe,  with  a  '•  Wal-sheville,'^  and  while  he  was  lying  prostrate  on 
the  earth,  to  give  him  two  or  three  mortal  stabs  with  a  dagger,  of 
which  he  instantly  died — the  woeful  wight  fled  to  Durham,  and  for 
the  felony  he  had  done,  begged  the  immunity  of  the  church  there. — 
HodgiofiCs  Northd, 

1492. — The  society  of  masters  and  mariners  of  Newca«stle,  to  whose 
good  services,  not  only  the  port  of  Tyne,  but  also  our  national  com- 
merce in  general,  owes  very  considerable  obligations,  first  occurs  as.  a 
corporate  body  in  the  year  1492,  purchasing  by  their  feoffees  the  site 
of  their  present  house,  which  before  that  time  was  called  Dalton^s 
place,  and  for  which  a  red  rose,  if  demanded,  was  to  be  presented 
yearly,  at  midsummer,  for  ever.  The  acknowledgement  of  a  pottle  of 
wine  annually,  for  some  additional  property,  continued  to  be  paid  for 


170 


LOCAL   HISTORIAN  8 


[a.  D.    1495. 


above  a  century  after.     In  the  year  1505,  their  is  an  order  of  the 
society,  for  the  erection,  at  their  common  expence,  of  the  present 

Trinity-house,  hall,  and  chapel ;  and  also  of  lodg- 
nJ^  ings  for  their  poor  brethren.     A  new  charter  of 

incorporation  was  granted  October  5,  1536,  by 
Henry  VIII.  to  this  guild  or  fraternity,  consist- 
ing at  that  time,  both  of  men  and  women,  out  of 
love  to  the  Trinity,  and  to  encourage  navigation ; 
which  society,  in  future,  was  to  be  governed  by  a 
master  and  four  wardens,  and  by  the  name  of 
"The  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Holy  and 
Indivisible  Trinity;""  to  have  a  common  seal, 
implead,  and  be  impleaded,  &c.  These  charters 
were  confirmed  by  the  succeeding  sovereigns,  Edward  VI.  and  Mary. 
In  1584,  queen  Elizabeth  founded  this  society  anew,  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Master,  Pilots,  and  Seamen  of  the  Trinity-house  of  Newcas- 
tle upon  Tyne  ;*"  and  on  the  18th  of  January,  1606,  king  James  I. 
granted  them  a  new  charter,  extending  their  jurisdiction  to  Blyth, 
Sunderland,  Hartlepool,  Whitby,  and  Staithes ;  and  conferring  other 
important  privileges  upon  them.  The  armorial  bearings  of  the  frater- 
nity are  given  in  the  margin. — Arms  of  Incorp,  Comp.  . 

1493. — The  prior  of  Durham,  granted  his  licence  to  John  Man,  a 
Yorkshireman,  to  lead  the  life  of  a  hermit. — Surtees. 

1494. — Richard  Fox  was  translated  to  the  bishopric  of  Durham 
from  Bath  and  Wells.  Whilst  bishop  of  Bath  he  was  one  of  the 
sponsors  for  prince  Henry,  afterwards  Henry  VIII.  From  the  see  of 
Bome  he  had  the  title  of  apostolical  legate  in  the  realm  of  Scotland ; 
he  was  also  secretary  of  state.  From  the  time  of  bishop  Fox^s  pro- 
motion to  Durham  the  whole  management  of  the  north,  and  of  the 
Scottish  border,  was  committed  to  his  charge.  He  was  translated  to 
the  see  of  Winchester  on  the  6th  of  October  1501. — Ihid, 

1495  (Dec.  16), — John  Bonar  of  Gateshead,  labourer,  went  to  the 
church  of  Durham,  and  having  struck  the  bell  there,  supplicated  with 
great  earnestness  the  immunity  and  liberty  of  St.  Cuthbert,  for  that 
fourteen  years  before  he  had  assaulted  one  Alexander  Stevenson,  near 
Doteland  park,  in  Hexhamshire,  and  feloniously  struck  him  on  the 
breast  with  a  dagger,  or  whinyard,  of  which  stroke  he  instantly  died. 
-^—Bratid, 

1495. — ^Although  mention  of  the  mayors  of  Stockton  occurs  at  a 
much  earlier  period  (see  A.D.  1344),  the  first  name  on  record  is  that 
of  Robert  Burden,  who  filled  the  ofiice  in  the  above  year.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  mayors  of  Stockton  from  this  period : — 

Robert  Burdon,  1495.— William  Brown,  1508.— William  Laykey,  1546 
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John  Baynbrigge,  1559,  1561-2.— Ralph  Banting,  1564.— Bryan  Tunstall, 
1588,  1589.— Ralph  Bunting,  1599.— Nicholas  Fleatham,  1601, 1602, 1607> 
1609.— Thomas  Lambert,  1616— Rowland  Wetherall,  1619,  1620.— Wil- 
liam Burdon,  1621 — William  Swainston,  1622.— Thomas  Watson,  1623.— 
William  Harte,  1624— Thomas  Lambert,  1625.  1626.— William  Harte, 
1627,  1629— Giles  Wetherall,  1630.-^ohn  Jessop,  1632,  1633 —Thomas 
Watson,  1634 — John  Jessop,  1635,  1636.— Giles  Wetherall.  1637 — John 
Jesaop,  1638. — Thomas  Watson,  1639. — James  Cook,  1640.— Rowland 
Burdon,  1641, 1642— James  Cook,  1643  —Rowland  Burdon,  1644, 1645.— 
Thomas  Watson,  1646,  1647.— John  Bunting,  1648,  1649.— Rowland 
Bnrdon,   1650,  1651,  1652— Thomas  Watson,   1653.— Rowland  Burdon, 

1654,   1655.— Thomas  Watson,    1656 John    Atkinson,    1657.— Thomas 

Jessop,  1658,  1659.— William  Peers,  1660,  1661— Ralph  Eden,  1662— 
John  Atkinson,  1663,— Robert  Jackson,  1664, 1665.— Thomas  Jessop,  1666- 
— John  Atkinson,  1667. — Thomas  Jessop,  1668. — James  Cook,  1669, — 
Thomas  Jessop,  1670.— Robert  Jackson,  1671— Nicholas  Fleatham,  1672, 
1673.-Jame8  Cook,  1674,  1675— Robert  Jackson,  1676,  1677— William 
Lee,  1678,  1679— WiUiam  Atkinson,  1680,  1681— Ralph  Moor,  1682— 

James  Bnrdon,  1683,  1684 James  Cook,  16(]5, 1686,.— Ralph  Moon,  1687, 

1688.— Thomas  Wrangham,  1689,  1690.— Robert  Jackson,  1691,  1692  — 
James  Cook,  1693.— James  Burdon,  1694,  1695,  1696.— William  Atkinson, 
1697-— ^ames  Cook,  1698— Thomas  Wrangham,  1699,  1700.— Ralph 
Bunting,  1701,  1702— James  Cook,  1703.— Thomas  Redman,  1704, 1705.— 
William  Hart  Atkinson,  1706.— Richard  Bowlby,  1707— Thomas  Sutton, 
1708,  1709.-^ames  Cook,  1710.— Ralph  Bunting,  171L— Thomas  Red- 
man, 1712.— John  Wells,  1713.  1714.— John  Burdett,  1715,  1716.— John 
Cook,  1717— Thomas  Ogle,  1718— John  Cook,  1719— William  Raisbeck, 
1720,— John  Cook,  1721.— William  Gibson,  1722,  1723— David  Douth- 
waite,  1724,  1725— John  Burdett,  1726,  1727— John  Finch,  1728,  1729, 
died,  William  Sutton,  succ ;  also  1730.— Henry  Brown,  1731, 1732. — John 
Burdett,  1733.— Ralph  Bunting,  1734.— David  Douth  waite,  1735.— James 
Raisbeck,  1736.— Thomas  Raisbeck,  1737,  1738.— Jonathan  Troy,  1739, 
1740— William  Sutton,  1741.— James  Raisbeck,  1 742.— William  SleJgh, 
1743,  1744— Henry  Brown,  1745.-- James  Raislieck,  1746.— Thomas  Rais- 
beck, 1747.— Ralph  Whitley,  1748,  1749.— Jonathan  Troy,  1750.— Rich- 
ardson Ferrand,  1751,  1 752.— William  Sutton,  1753— William  Sleigh, 
1754. — Henry  Brown,  1755.;— James  Raisbeck,  1756. — Thomas  Raisbeck, 
1757— Ralph  Whitley,  1758!-  George  Sutton,  1759.  I76O— William  Sut- 
ton,  1761.— Richardson  Ferrand,  1762.— William  Sleigh,  1763.— Thomas 
Fall,  1764,  1765.— John  Wilkinson,  1766,  1767.- George  Sutton,  1768.— 
John  Stapylton  Raisbeck,  1769,  1770.— Robert  Preston,  1771,  1772  — 
William  Sleigh,  1773— Benjamin  Lnmley,  1774,  1775.— George  Hutchin- 
■«i,  1776,  1777,— Jonathan  Davison,  1778, 1779— Rowland  Webster,  1780, 
1781 — Charles  Sleigh.  1782.— John  Sutton,  1783— George  Suttpn,  1784.— 
John  Wilkinson,  1785. -.  Christopher  Smith,  1786,  1787.— John  SUpyltou 


172  LOCAL  HISTORIAN^S  "        [a.  D.  1500. 

lUisbeck,  1788.— Benjamin  Liimley,  1789.— William  Sleigh,  1790.— John 
Sutton,  1791.— George  Sutton,  1792.— Rowland  Burdon,  1793,  1794.— 
Thomas  Simpson,  1795,  1796 — George  Sutton,  1797- — Chriatopher  Smith, 
1798.— Robert  Wilkinson,  1799,  180.).— Richardson  Ferrand,  1801, 1802.— 
John  Carr,  1803,  1804.— George  Hutchinson,  1805,  1806— Watson  Alcock, 
1807, 1808.— James  Walker,  1809,— John  Hutchinson,  1810.— James  Walk- 
er,   1811.— Thomas   Hutchinson,   1812.— George   Sutton,  1813.— Richard 
Dickson,  1814,  1815.— Henry  Hutchinson,  1816,  1817.— William  Braith- 
waite,  1818.— Thomas  Jennett,  1819.— William  Skinner,  1820.— Richard 
Jackson,  1821.— John  Wilkinson,  1822,  1823,   1824.— WiUiam  Skinner, 
jun.,   1825,  1826.— Thomas  Walker,   1827,   1828,   1829.— Robert  Lamb, 
1830,  1831,  1832.— Leonard  Raisbeck,  1833.— Robert  Thompson.  1834. 
'1498. — The  Scots  led  by  king  James  in  person,  besieged  Norham 
castle,  which  had  been  put  into  good  repair  by  Fox,  then  bishop  of 
Durham,  and  was  well  garrisoned.     The  bishop  came  in  person  to  its 
succour,  and  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  besiegers,  entered  the  fortress 
at  the  head  of  a  determined  band  of  followers.    After  a  gallant  defence 
of  sixteen  days,  the  shattered  fortress  was  relieved  by  the  earl  of 
Surrey,  who  pursued  the  Scotch  across  the  Tweed -Mackenzie's  Northd. 

1499  (i^ril  14). — The  prior  of  Durham,  granted  his  licence  to 
John  Ellys,  of  the  parish  of  Brancepeth,  John  Blenkinsop,  parish  of 
Chester-le-Street,  and  Wm.  Brown,  parish  of  Morpeth,  to  lead  the 
lives  of  hermits. — Surtees. 

1500. — In  a  note  in  the  earl  of  Northumberland's  household-book, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  it  is  ]::emarked  that  pewter  vessels  were 
too  costly  to  be  common. — Univ.  Mag. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  mayors  and  sheriffs  of  Newcastle  during 
the  sixteenth  century : — 

MAYORS.  SHBBIFF8. 

1500  George  Carr,  William  RiddeU. 

1501  Bartholomew  Young,  William  Selby. 

1502  George  Carr,  Thomas  Hall  or  HilL 

1503  John  Snow,  Robert  Baxter. 

1504  Christopher  Brigham,  John  Blaxton. 

1505  Christopher  Brigham,  John  Brandling. 

1506  George  Bird,  Thomas  Sanderson. 

1507  Bart.  Younghusband,  William  Harbred. 

1508  Robert  Baxter,  Thomas  Leighton. 

1509  John  Brandling,  Edward  Baxter. 

1510  Thomas  Riddel,  Roger  Dent. 

1511  George  Bird/  John  Paslopp,  or  Palstay. 

1512  John  Brandling,  Thomas  Horsley. 

1513  John  Blaxton,  William  Harding. 

*  Mr.  Bird  died  in  office,  and  was  succeeded  by  Christopher  Brigham. 
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HAY0B8, 

1514  Thomas  Horsley^ 

1515  Roger  Dent, 

1516  John  Brandling, 

1517  Edward  Baxter, 

1518  Edward  Baxter, 

1519  Thomas  Horsley, 

1520  John  Brandling, 

1521  Thomas  Riddell, 

1522  Edward  Baxter,  . 

1523  Edward  Baxter, 

1524  Thomas  Hor&ley, 

1525  Thomas  Horsley, 

1526  Thomas  Riddell, 

1527  John  Bkxton, 

1528  Edward  Swinbum, 

1529  James  Lawson, 

1530  Gilbert  Middleton, 

1531  Henry  Anderson, 

1532  Robert  Brandling, 
15a3  Thomas  Horsley, 

1534  Ralph  Carr, 

1535  Thomas  Baxter, 

1536  Robert  Brandling, 

1537  John  Sanderson, 

1538  Andrew  Bewick, 

1539  Henry  Anderson, 

1540  James  Lawson, 

1541  James  Hilton, 

1542  Henry  Anderson, 

1543  Robert  Brandling, 

1544  Robert  Lewin, 

1545  George  Davell, 

1546  Henry  Anderson, 

1547  Robert  Brandling, 

1548  Mark  Shaftoe, 

1549  Cuthbert  Ellison, 

1550  Robert  Brigham, 

1551  Bartholomew  Anderson, 

1552  Robert  Xiowin, 

1553  Cathbert  Blunt, 

1554  Cathbert  Ellison, 

1555  Richard  Hodgson, 

1556  Christopher  Mitibrd, 

1557  Bartholomew  Anderson, 


SHERIFFS. 

Robert  Watson. 
Robert  Russel. 
Peter  Chaitor. 
Nicholas  Richardson. 
Thomas  Baxter. 
Gilbert  Middleton. 
Henry  Anderson. 
George  Davell. 
Robert  Bertram. 
James  Lawson. 
Robert  Brandling. 
John  Watson. 
Edward  Swinbum. 
William  Carr. 
Andrew  Bewick. 
Bartholomew  Bee. 
Roger  Mitford. 
John  Anderson. 
Ralph  Carr. 
William  Dent 
Peter  Bewick. 
Thomas  Bewick. 
John  Orde. 
John  White. 
George  Selby. 
John  Hilton. 
Robert  Brigham. 
Robert  Lewin. 
Mark  Shaftoe. 
Bartholomew  Anderson. 
Cuthbert  Ellison. 
Oswald  Chapman. 
Edward  Baxter. 
Thomas  Scott. 
Cuthbert  Blunt. 
Richard  Hodshon. 
Cuthbert  Musgrave. 
Cuthbert  Mitford. 
John  Raw. 
Robert  Ellison 
William  Dixon. 
John  Wilkinson. 
William  Dent. 
William  Carr. 
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1558  Odwald  Chapman^ 

1559  Robert  Ellison, 

1560  Cuthbert  MuRgrave, 

1561  John  Wilkinson, 

1562  William  Dent, 

1563  Bertram  Anderson. 

1564  Robert  Brandling, 

1565  William  Carr, 

1566  Richard  Hodgson, 

1567  Robert  Anderson, 

1568  Henry  Brandling, 

1569  Christopher  Mitford, 

1570  Robert  EUison, 

1571  William  Jennison, 

1572  Thomas  LiddeU, 

1573  William  Selby, 

1574  John  Watson, 

1575  Henry  Brandling, 

1576  Henry  Brandling, 

1577  Robert  Barker, 

1578  Mark  Shaftoe, 

1579  Roger  Rawe, 

1580  Ridiard  Hodgson, 

1581  William  Jennison, 

1582  William  Riddell, 

1583  Henry  Anderson, 

1584  Henry  Mitford, 

1585  Robert  Barker, 
1486  Henry  Chapman, 

1587  Edward  Lewin, 

1588  Roger  Nicholson, 

1589  William  Selby, 

1590  William  RiddeU, 

1591  George  Farnaby, 

1592  Roger  Rawe, 

1593  Lionel  Maddison, 

1594  Henry  iVnderson, 

1595  William  Riddell, 

1596  Ralph  Jennison,* 

1597  Thomas  Liddell, 

1598  George  Farnaby, 

1599  William  Jennison, 


8HBRIFF8. 

Andrew  Surtees. 
Robert  Anderson* 
Francis  Anderson* 
Stephen  Southeren. 
George  Selby. 
Thomas  Liddle. 
William  Selby. 
Anthony  Swinbum. 
Henry  Brandling. 
John  Watson. 
William  Jennison. 
George  Simpson. 
G^rge  Briggs. 
Henry  Anderson. 
Robert  Barker. 
Mark  Shafroe. 
R(^r  Rawe. 
William  Ridle. 
Christopher  Lewin. 
Edward  Lewin. 
Henry,  Leonard. 
James  Carr. 
Robert  Atkinson. 
Henry  Chapman. 
Henry  Mitford. 
Roger  Nicholson. 
Lionel  Maddison. 
George  Whitfield. 
Robert  Dudley. 
Robert  Eden. 
George  Farnaby. 
John  Gibson, 
Ralph  Jennison. 
William  Greenwell. 
Thomas  LiddeU. 
William  Jennison. 
George  Selby. 
Francis  Anderson. 
Adrian  Hedworth. 
William  Huntley. 
William  Warmouth. 
James  Clavering. 


*  Mr.  Jennison  died  in  his  mayoralty,  and  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Chapman. 
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1501. — The  county,  or  aheriflTs  court  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  was 
established,  and  to  be  held  monthly  before  the  sheriff. — J.  BdV%  CoU. 

1502. — Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  king  Henry  VII.,  then  aflS- 
anced  to  James  IV.,  king  of  Scotland,  was  conveyed  in  great  splendour 
through  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland.  During  her 
stay  at  Durham,  she  was  entertained  by  bishop  Fox,  in  the  great  hall  of 
his  palace,  July  23,  being  the  anniversary  of  his  installation. — Suriees, 

The  following  account  of  her  progress  through  the  northern  counties, 
in  Leland'^s  Collectanea,  is  styled,  ^^  The  Fyancelles  of  Margaret,  eldest 
daughter  of  king  Henry  VII.,  to  James,  king  of  Scotland :  Together 
with  her  departure  from  England,  journey  into  Scotland,  her  reception 
and  marriage  there,  and  the  great  feasts  held  on  that  account.  Writ- 
ten by  John  Younge,  Somerset  Herald,  who  attended  the  princess  on 
her  journey."" — As  the  ceremonies,  attending  her  journey  through 
Durham  and  Northumberland,  give  a  striking  representation  of  the 
magnificence  of  those  times,  they  are  worthy  of  attention. 

"  The  xixth  day  of  the  said  monneth,  (July),  the  qwene  departed 
from  Allerton,  in  fayr  aray  and  noble  companyd;  and  Syr  James 
Straungwysch,  knyght,  sheryff  of  the  said  lordschyp,  for  the  said 
byschop,  mett  hyr  welle  accompanyd. 

"  After  sche  drew  to  Dameton  to  hyr  bed.  And  thre  mylle  from 
the  said  place  cam  to  hyr  the  lord  Lomley  and  hys  son,  accompanyd 
of  many  gentylmen  and  others,  welle  apoynted.  Ther  folks  arayd  with 
their  liveray  and  well  monted,  to  the  nombre  of  xxiiij.  horsy s. 

^^  At  the  village  of  Nesham  she  was  mett  by  Syr  Bawf  Bowes  and 
Syr  William  Aylton,  welle  apoynted,  with  a  fayr  company  arayd 
in  their  liverays,  to  the  nombre  of  xl.  horsys,  well  apoynted  and  well 
horst.  « 

^^  In  the  saide  place  of  Nesham  was  the  saide  qwene  receyved  with 
the  abbasse  and  religyouses,  with  the  crosse  without  the  gatt.  And  the 
byschop  of  Durham  gaffe  hyr  the  sayd  crosse  for  to  kisse.  At  two 
mylle  ny  to  the  said  towne  of  Dameton,  mett  the  qwene,  Syr  William 
Boummer,  scheryffe  of  the  lordschip  of  Durham.  In  company  with 
hym  was  Syr  William  Ewers,  and  many  other  folks  of  honor  of  that 
contre,  in  fayr  ordre,  well  apoynted  of  liverays  and  horst;  to  the 
nombre  of  six  score  horsys. 

^^  By  the  said  company  was  sche  conveyde  to  Damton.  And  at  the 
gatt  of  the  church  of  the  said  place,  war  revested  the  vicayr  and  folks 
of  the  church,  wer  doing  as  sche  had  done  on  the  dayes  before,  sche 
was  led  to  the  manayer  of  the  said  byschop  of  Durham  for  that  nyght. 

^'  The  xxth  day  of  the  said  monneth  the  qwene  departed  from 
Damton  in  fayr  aray,  and  with  the  precedente  company  went  to  the 
town  of  Durham.     A  mylle  out  of  the  said  towne,  cam  before  hyr  Syr 
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Bichard  Stanley  and  my  lady  his  wyffe,  accompanyd  of  gentylmen  and 
gentylwomen  varey  well  apoynt«d,  hye  folks  arayd  in  hys  liveray,  to 
the  nombre  of  l.  horsys  well  mounted. 

"  Then  the  qwene  prepared  hyrselfe  to  enter  into  the  Biud  towne, 
and  every  ychon  in  lyk  wye,  in  fayr  aray,  and  rychely,  after  the 
manere  acostomed.  In  speeyall  th'  erie  of  Northumberlaund  ware 
on  a  goodly  gowno  of  tynsill  fourred  with  hermynes.  He  was  mounted 
upon  a  fayr  courser,  his  hamays  of  goldsmyth  warke,  and  thorough 
that  sam  waa  sawen  small  bells  that  maid  a  mellodyoiis  noyse,  without 
sparing  gambads.  Hys  gentylmen  of  honor  and  his  company  wer 
well  apoynted. 

"At  the  intryng  of  the  said  towne,  and  wnthin,  in  the  streytta 
and  in  the  wyndowes  was  so  innumerable  people  that  it  was  a  fajT 
thing  for  to  se.  And  in  fayr  ordre  sche  was  conveyd  to  the  church, 
the  officers  of  armes,  sergeants  of  armes,  trompetts,  and  mynatrells, 
going  before  hyr. 

"  At  the  gatt  of  the  church  was  my  lord  the  byschop  of  the  sayd 
place,  and  my  lord  the  prior,  revested  in  pontificalls,  with  the  convent 
all  revested  of  ryches  copps,  in  proce.ssyon,  with  the  crossys.  And 
ther  was  apoynted  a  place  for  to  kisse  them. 

"  Then  the  sayd  processyon  departed  in  ordre,  and  all  the  nobleese 
in  lyk  wys,  to  the  church,  in  whiche  ny  to  the  fount  was  a  ryche 
awter,  adorned  of  ryches  jwells  and  precyowses  relikes,  the  wich  the 
said  bischop  delivered  to  the  said  qwene  to  kisse.  And  by  the  erle  of 
Surrey  was  gyffyn  hyr  oflrynge.     After  this  echo  was  noble  conveyd  to 
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the  cafltell,  wher  hyr  lodgyng  was  prepared  and  drest  honnestly.    And 
every  ychon  retoumed  agayn  to  his  repayre. 

^^  The  xxist,  xxij,  and  xxiljd  days  of  the  said  monneth  sche  sejoum- 
ed  in  the  said  place  of  Durham,  wher  sche  was  well  cheryscht,  and  hyr 
costs  borne  by  the  said  byschop  ;  who  on  the  xxiijd  day  held  hoUe  hall, 
and  dowble  dynner,  and  dowble  soupper  to  all  commers  worthy  for  to 
be  ther.  And  in  the  said  hall  was  sett  all  the  noblesse,  as  well  spirit- 
ualls  as  temporalis,  grett  and  small,  the  wich  was  welcome ;  for  this 
was  hys  day  of  installacyon. 

'^  The  xxiiijth  day  of  the  said  monneth  the  qwene  departed  from 
Durham,  accompanyd  of  hyr  noble  company,  as  sche  had  been  in  the 
dayes  past,  in  fayr  manere  and  good  ordre,  for  to  com  to  the  towne 
of  Newe  Oastell.  Thre  mylle  fore  thens  cam  to  her  the  prior  of  Tyne- 
mouth,  well  apoynted,  and  in  hys  company  xxx  horsys.  Hys  folks  in 
hys  liveray.  And  ther  was  in  lyke  wys  S)t  Rawff  Harbotelle  knyght, 
richly  apoynted,  well  mounted,  and  hys  folks  in  hys  liveray  to  the 
nombre  of  xl  horsys. 

"  At  the  intrynge  of  the  said  towne  of  Newe  Castell,  the  qwene 
apoynted  h}T,  and  intred  in  noble  astat.  Ich  lord  and  others  tuke 
newe  horsys  rychly  apoynted,  in  special  th'  erle  of  Northumberland,  as 
m  the  manere  of  the  entrynge  of  York,  and  hys  folks  in  lyke  wys. 

"  Upon  the  bryge  cam  in  processyon  rychly  revested  the  college  of 
the  said  towne,  and  with  them  the  freres  carmelets,  and  jacobins  with 
the  crossys,  the  wich  war  gyffen  to  the  said  qwene  to  kysse,  as  before, 
by  the  archbyschop. 

"  After  them  was  the  mayr  of  the  said  towne,  accompanyd  of  the 
scheryffes  and  aldermen,  well  apoynted,  on  foot.  The  wich  receyved 
the  said  qwene  honorably :  and  after  the  receyvynge  the  said  mayr 
monted  on  horseback,  beryng  his  masse  before  hyr. 

"  At  the  bryge  end,  apon  the  gatt,  war  many  children,  revested  of 
surpeliz,  syngyng  mellodiously  hympnes,  and  playing  on  instruments  of 
maay  sortes. 

"  Within  the  said  towne,  by  ordre,  the  bourges  and  habitants  war 
honnestly  apoynted.  The  streytts  were  hanged,  and  the  wj'ndow 
loupps,  topps,  and  schipps  was  so  full  of  people,  gentylmen  and  gentyl- 
women,  in  so  grett  nombre,  that  it  was  a  playsur  for  to  se.  But  they 
maid  non  sound  of  artyllery  and  ordonnounce. 

"  In  such  statt  and  fayr  aray,  was  the  said  qwene  brought  and  con- 
▼eyd  to  the  freres  aust}7is,  wher  she  was  lodged,  and  honestly  receyved 
bv  thos  revested  with  the  crosse,  in  the  manere  as  it  is  rehersed  before. 
And  when  she  was  brought  to  hyr  lodgyng  every  men  drew  hym  to 
hvs  awn. 

"  The  next  day  after,  being  the  xxvth  day  of  the  said  monneth, 
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Saunt  Jamys  day,  sche  abode  all  the  day  in  the  said  towne,  and  was 
at  the  church  masse  varey  nobly  accompanyd. 

"  That  sam  day,  at  even,  th'  erle  of  Northumberlaund,  made,  to 
mony  lords,  knights,  amd  others,  a  goodeley  baunket,  which  lasted  to 
mydnyght,  for  cause  of  the  games,  daunces,  sports,  and  songs,  with 
force  of  ypocras,  succres,  and  other  metts  of  many  delicyouses  manors. 

"  To  the  said  Newe  Gastell  cam  the  lord  Dacre  of  the  North, 
acompanyd  of  many  gentylmen,  honestly  apoynted,  and  hys  folks 
arayd  in  his  livei-ay.       , 

^'  The  xxvith  day  of  the  said  monneth  the  said  qwene  departed  from 
the  said  place,  after  the  custome  precedent,  varey  richly  and  in  fayr 
aray.  And  the  sayd  mayr  conveyd  hyr  out  of  the  said  towne,  and 
after  tuke  lyve  of  her. 

"  HaflF  a  mylle  owt  of  the  said  towne  was  Syr  Humfrey  Lysle  and 
the  prior  of  Bryngbum,  well  apojmted  and  well  horst,  to  the  nombre 
of  XX  horsys.  Their  folks  arayd  of  their  liveray.  And  a  mylle  from 
the  said  towne  was  in  ordre  the  scheryffe  of  Northumberlaund,  Syr 
Eawff  Evers,  in  company  of  many  other  gentylmen,  varey  well  apoynt- 
ed,  their  folks  clothed  in  their  liveray,  well  monted.  And  with  them 
wer  many  honests  folks  of  the  countre,  with  spers  and  bowes,  in 
jackets,  to  the  nombre  of  two  hondreth  horsys. 

"  With  the  sam  fayr  company,  was  the  said  qwene  conveyd  to 
Morpath,  and  by  the  towne  passed  in  fayr  ordre,  wher  ther  v^as  much 
people  ;  and  so  sche  went  to  the  abbay,  wher  sche  was  well  receyved 
by  the  abbot  and  religyous  revested,  at  the  gatt  of  the  church,  with 
the  crosse.  And  after  the  receyvyng  sche  was  conveyd  to  hyr 
lodgyngs  in  the  said  place  for  that  sam  nyght. 

"  The  xxvijth  day  of  the  said  monneth,  the  qwene  departed  from 
Morpath,  after  the  custom  before,  to  goo  to  Alnewyk  a  place  of  th' 
erle  of  Northumberlaund.  And  in  haff  of  the  way  cam  before  hjT, 
maister  Henry  Gray,  esquier,  well  apoynted.  In  hys  company  many 
other  gentylmen,  and  liys  folks  well  monted  and  arayd  in  hys  liveray, 
to  the  nombre  of  a  hundreth  horsys. 

'*  Two  mylle  from  the  sayd  place,  the  said  erle  cam  and  mett  hjT, 
well  acompanyd,  and  brought  hjT  thorough  hys  park,  wher  sche 
kylde  a  buk  with  her  bow.  After  which  sche  was  conveyde  to  the 
said  castell,  where  sche  and  hyr  company  wajs  welcomed  by  the  said 
lorde,  the  wich  maid  hyr  varey  good  chore. 

^^  The  next  day,  the  xxviijth  day  of  the  said  monneth,  sche  was  all 
the  holl  day  in  the  said  castell,  and  by  the  lord  well  cheryst  and  hyr 
company. 

^^  The  xxixth  day  of  the  sayd  monneth  the  said  qwene  departed 
from  Alnewyk,  for  to  go  for  Barrwyk,  and  at  haff  of  the  way,  named 
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Belleford,  she  bayted.  For  Syr  Thomas  D'^Arcy,  capittayne  of  the 
said  Banrwyk  had  maid  rady  hyr  dymier  at  the  said  place  very  well 
and  homiestly. 

"  For  that  the  said  maister  Henry  Grays  abouffe  named  is  scheryflTe 
of  Ellaund  shyre  and  Northumberlaund  shyre,  he  bore  his  rod  before 
the  said  qwene,  sens  the  entrynge  of  the  said  lordschyps  to  Barrwyk. 

"  Betwyx  Alnewyk  and  Barrwyk  cam  to  the  qwene  maister  Rawff 
Wodryngton,  having  in  hys  company  many  gentylmen  well  apoynted. 
His  folks  arayd  in  liveray,  well  horsed,  to  the  nonibre  of  an  hundreth 
horsys. 

"  At  the  comyng  ny  to  BarrAvyk  was  shot  ordonnounce,  the  wiche 
was  fayr  for  to  here.  And  ny  to  the  sayd  place,  the  qwene  drest  hyr. 
And  ichon  in  fayr  aray,  went  the  on  after  the  other  in  fayr  ordre. 

"  At  the  entrynge  of  the  bryge  was  the  said  capittayne  well  apoyn- 
ted, and  in  hys  company  hys  gentylmen  and  men  of  armes  who  recey- 
ved  the  said  qwene  into  the  said  place. 

"  At  the  tother  end  of  the  bryge  toward  the  gatt,  was  the  maister 
maTshall  companyd  of  hys  company,  ichon  bearing  a  staffe  in  his 
liaund. 

"  After  hym  was  the  college  revested  with  the  crosse,  the  wiche  was 
gyffen  byr  for  to  kisse  by  th'  archbyschop  as  before. 

"  At  the  gatt  of  the  said  towne  was  the  maister  porter,  with  the 
gard  and  soyars  of  the  said  place,  in  a  row  well  apoynted.  Ichon  of 
those  had  an  hallebarde  or  other  staffe  in  his  haund,  as  the  others. 
And  apon  the  said  gatt  war  the  mynstraylls  of  the  sayd  capittayne, 
playnge  of  their  instruments. 

^^  In  the  midds  of  the  said  towne  was  the  maister  chamberlayn,  and 
the  mayre,  accompanyd  of  the  bourges  and  habitaunts  of  the  said 
place,  in  fayr  ordre,  and  well  apoynted. 

"  In  such  fayr  ordre  and  company  sche  was  conveyd  and  brought 
to  the  castell,  wher  she  was  receyved  by  the  lady  D'Arcy  honnestly 
accompanyd. 

'^  The  XXX  and  xxxith  days  of  the  said  monneth,  the  qwene  tarried 
at  Barrwyk,  where  she  had  great  chore  of  the  said  cappitayne  of 
Barrwyk,  and  hyr  company  in  likewys.  That  sam  day  was  by  the 
said  cappitayne,  to  the  pleasur  of  the  said  qwene,  g}'ffen  corses  of 
cbasse  within  the  said  towne,  with  other  sports  of  bayrs  and  of  doggs 
togeder. 

"  The  first  day  of  August  the  qwene  departed  fro  Barrwyk  for  to 
go  to  Lamberton  kerke  in  varey  fayr  company,  and  well  apoynted. 

"  First,  of  the  said  archbyschops  and  byschops,  the  erles  of  Surrey 
and  of  Northumberlaund,  the  lord  Dacres,  the  lord  Scroop  and  hys 
son   the  lord  Gray,  the  lord  Latemer,  the  lord  chamberlain,  maister 
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Polle,  and  other  nobles  and  knyghts.  The  young  gehtylmen  wer 
well  apoynted  at  their  devises,  and  ther  was  soumuch  of  cloth  of  gold, 
as  of  other  ryche  rayments.  Their  horsys  frysks  in  hamays  of  the 
selfe :  and  upon  thos  orfavery,  sum  others  had  campaynes  gylt,  the 
others  campaynes  of  sylver.  Gambads  at  plasur,  that  it  was  a  fayr 
thyng  for  to  se. 

"  The  sayd  erle  of  Northumberlaund  was  varey  well  mounted,  hys 
horse  rychly  apoynted,  his  hamays  of  gold  in  brodeux,  hymselfe  in  a 
jackette  betten  of  gold,  well  wrought  in  goldsmith  werke,  and  brodery, 
and  in  a  cloko  of  porple  horded  of  cloth  of  gold.  His  hensmen 
apoynted  as  before  mentioned.  Incontinently  before  hym  rode  the 
maister  of  his  horse,  conveying  the  sam  thre  hensmen  arayed  in 
jacketts  all  of  orfavery  and  brodery,  and  ther  hamays  of  their  horsys 
in  such  wys  of  orfavery  and  brodery,  full  of  small  bells  that  maid  a 
grett  noyse.  After  thos  cam  a  gentylmen  ledyng  in  his  haund  a 
corser,  covered  to  the  grownde  of  a  varey  rych  trapure  betten  of  gold 
of  orfavery  and  brodery  in  oraunge.  And  ichon  of  the  sam  a  gren  tre 
in  the  manere  of  a  pyne,  and  maid  the  said  lord  pannades,  and  they 
weyited  varey  honestly. 

^'  After  cam  the  said  qwene  varey  rychly  arayde  and  enomed  with 
gold  and  precyous  stones,  setting  in  hyr  lytere  rychly  apoynted.^  Her 
foteman  alwayes  ny  to  hyr  well  apoynted.  Hyr  pallefrey  folow- 
ynge  after  hyr  well  apoynted,  led  by  Syre  Thomas  Worteley,  maister 
of  hyr  horse.  After  hyr  Ladyes  and  Gentylmen  varey  nobly  and 
richly  apoynted,  and  monted  upon  fayr  pallefreys,  and  their  hamays 
ryche  in  appareyll. 

'*  After  cam  hyr  char  rychly  apoynted,  foumysched  of  ladyes  and 
gentylwomen  well  apoynted,  and  after  that,  sum  other  gentylwomen 
on  horsbak  honorably  apoynted. 

^^  The  said  cappitayne  of  Barrwyk,  and  my  lady  hys  wyfTe  acoom- 
panyd  of  many  gentylmen  and  gentylwomen  rychly  arayd,  and 
clothed  of  a  liveray,  went  with  the  said  qwene  to  Edinburghe. 

^'  Before  the  said  qwene  war  by  ordre  Johannes  and  hys  company, 
and  Henry  Glascebery  and  hys  company,  the  trompetts,  officers  of 
armes,  and  sergeants  of  masse,  so  that  at  the  departyng  owt  of  the 
said  Barrwyk  and  at  hyr  Bedward  at  Lambertonkerke,  it  was  a  joy 
for  to  see  and  here. 

^^  In  such  stat  and  aray  the  said  qwene  cam  out  of  Barrwyk,  ichon 
by  ordre,  the  lordes  and  nobles  thre  and  thre  togeder,  to  the  said 
Lambertonkerke,  and  the  company  behind  well  apoynted  and  in  fayr 
aray,  that  it  was  estimed  that  ther  war  of  the  parte  of  the  s^d  qwene 
xviii  C.  or  two  M.  horsys  all  well  apoynted.^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 
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N  the  month  •£  October  1602,  WUliam  Sever 
yma  elected  bishop  of  Durham.  He  ie  said  to 
have  been  the  son  of  a  sieve-maker,  and  a 
native  of  ShincUffe,  near  Durham.  After 
being  successively  warden  of  Merton  college, 
provost  of  Eton,  chancellor  of  the  diocese  of 
Oxford,  abbot  of  St.  Mary's  at  York,  and 
bishop  of  Carlisle,  he  was  translated  to  Dur- 
ham, the  temporalties  of  which  had  been  en- 
trusted to  his  management  after  the  tran-< 
slation  of  bishop  Fox.  Bishop  Sever  died  in 
1505,  and  was  buried  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary's  at  York. — Surtees. 

1507. — ^The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  Christopher  Bainbriggy 
dean  of  York.  Bainbrigg  was  a  native  of  the  village  of  Hilton,  near 
Appleby,  in  Westmoreland,  and  was  educated  in  queen's  college  in 
Oxford.  Bishop  Bainbrigg  was  translated  to  York  within  one  year 
after  his  consecration  at  Durham. — Ibid, 

1508  (March  9). — The  prior  of  Durham,  gave  letters  testimonial  to 
Robert  Lundey,  a  hermit,  and  Cuthbert  Billingham,  gent.,  when 
setting  out  to  visit  the  Holy  Land. — Ibid. 

1509  (April  28). — Thomas  Buthall,  dean  of  Salisbury,  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  see  of  Durham.  He  was  of  the  privy  council  to  Henry 
VII.  and  VIII.  and  held  the  privy  seal  and  the  office  of  secretary  of 
state  under  the  latter  Prince.  Not  much  of  his  time  was  spent  within 
his  diocese.  The  immense  riches  which  bishop  Buthall  had  accumu- 
lated, were  the  ultimate  cause  of  his  ruin.  By  order  of  Henry  VIII.  he 
compiled  an  account  of  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the  crown  through- 
out England  ;  at  the  same  time  he  drew  up  a  statement  of  his  own 
riches.  The  two  volumes  were,  it  is  said,  bound  exactly  alike,  in  fair 
white  vellum,  and  Buthall  by  mistake  delivered  into  the  hand  of  Wol- 
sey  the  inventory  of  his  own  private  fortunes,  instead  of  a  survey  of 
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the  royal  revenues.  The  cardinal,  with  malicious  satisfaction,  placed 
the  volume  before  the  sovereign,  observing,  that  though  he  would  be 
disappointed  in  meeting  \vith  the  information  he  expected,  he  need  be 
under  no  difficulty  where  to  apply  for  the  assistance  which  his  neces- 
sities required.  Henry  made  no  ungenerous  use  of  the  unintentional 
disclosure ;  but  the  chagrin  which  the  bishop  conceived  on  discov- 
ering his  error,  is  said  to  have  been  so  excessive  that  his  death  was 
the  consequence.  Buthall  repaired  the  third  part  of  Tyne  bridge  on 
the  south,  and  began  to  build  the  great  dining  hall  at  Auckland ; 
the  work  was  left  unfinished  at  his  death,  which  took  place  on  the 
4th  of  February,  1522. — Surteea. 

1509. — Leland  states,  that  at  Kiley  (Kiloe)  primis  annis  Henrici 
VIII.,  not  far  from  Norham,  in  the  lordship  of  the  bishop  of  Durham^ 
was  found. betwixt  two  stones,  bokles  of  an  arming  girdle,  typpe  and 
barres  of  the  same,  of  pure  gold,  a  pomel  and  crosse  for  a  sword  of 
gold ;  bokles  and  typps  of  gold  for  spurs.'^ 

1510. — A  great  number  of  the  people  of  Newcastle,  headed  by  some 
of  the  aldermen  and  principal  men  of  that  town,  assembled  at  Jes- 
mond,  with  intent  to  kill  the  prior  of  Tynemouth. — Bourne. 

1513. — The  earl  of  Hume,  then  warden  of  the  marches,  by  royal 
authority,  entered  Northumberland,  and  wasted  the  country.  Being 
laden  with  booty  on  his  return,  sir  William  Bulmer,  with  a  party  of 
English,  lay  in  ambush  at  Broomhouse,  where  they  put  the  Scots  to 
flight  and  retook  all  the  plunder. — Scotfs  Border  Exploits. 

1513  (August  22). — James  IV.  king  of  Scotland,  crossed  the  bor- 
der with  one  of  the  most  formidable  armies  that  had  ever  invaded 
England,  and  laid  siege  to  Norham  castle,  which  however,  did  not 
surrender  tiU  the  29th  of  August.  The  earl  of  Surrey,  to  whom 
Henry  had  intrusted  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  during  his  absence, 
was  at  Pomfret  when  he  heard  of  the  Scots  having  crossed  the  Tweed. 
He  immediately  set  out  for  Newcastle,  having  previously  summoned 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Cheshire  and  Lancashire,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  northern  counties,  to  meet  him  with  their  forces  at  that  town  on 
the  first  of  September.  On  the  30th  of  August  he  reached  Durham, 
where  he  received  St.  Cuthbert's  banner  from  the  prior ;  and  on  the 
same  day  he  arrived  at  Newcastle,  where  he  was  met  by  lord  Dacre, 
sir  William  Bulmer,  sir  Marmaduke  Constable,  and  many  other  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  of  the  northern  counties.  At  Newcastle  he 
appointed  a  general  rendezvous  for  his  army,  on  Sunday,  the  4th  of 
September,  at  the  village  of  Bolton,  about  five  miles  west  by  north  of 
Alnwick.  Owing  to  the  coarseness  of  the  weather  and  the  bad  state 
of  the  roads,  which  hindered  his  forces  from  coming  up^  the  earl  was 
obliged  to  remain  at  Alnwick  on  the  Sunday,  where  he  was  joined  by 


A.  D.    1513.]  TABLE   BOOK.  183 

his  son  Thomas  Howard,  lord  admiral,  with  five  thousand  men,  which 
he  hod  brought  with  him  by  sea.  From  Alnwick  he  sent  a  pursuivant 
to  the  Scottish  king,  upbraiding  him  with  his  breach  of  truce,  and 
offering  to  give  him  battle  on  the  Friday  next  ensuing.  His  son,  the 
lord  admiral,  at  the  same  time  sent  a  message  to  the  king,  saying  that 
he  would  be  in  the  vanguard,  ready  to  jostily  the  deatli  of  Andrew 
Barton,  against  him  and  all  his  people.*  On  Monday,  the  fifth  of 
September,  the  English  army  took  the  field  at  Bolton,  where  Surrey, 
early,  on  the  Tuesday  morning,  received  an  answer,  by  a  Scottish 
herald,  to  his  message,  in  which  he  was  infonned,  that  the  king  would 
abide  to  give  him  battle  on  the  day  appointed.  On  the  Tuesday  the 
English  advanced  to  Wooler  Haugh,  where  they  remained  till  the 
Thursday.  Surrey  having  discovered  that  the  king  had  burnt  Ford 
castle,  and  taken  up  a  strong  position  on  Floddon  Hill,  sent  a  pursui- 
vant with  another  letter  to  the  Scottish  camp,  dated  "  WoUer- 
haughe,  the  7th  day  of  September,  at  five  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon,^ upbraiding  the  king  with  breaking  his  promise,  and  offering  to 
give  him  battle  on  Millfield  Phun  next  day.     Finding  that  the  king 

*  Tbe  priDcipal  reason  which  Jaratt  uuigined  for  inrading  England,  wu  to  obtain 
■atia&ction  for  the  deUh  of  bit  Hobert  Kerr,  warden  of  the  east  marches,  who  wb5  slun 
at  a  bolder  meeting,  about  I50H,  b^  tbe  butacd  Heron  and  two  other  Englishmen, 
nimcd  Lilbnm  and  Starhead ;  and  for  (he  death  of  Artdrew  Barton,  whom  the  eari  of 
Surrey's  sons,  Edward  and  Thomaa,  had  attacked  ai  pirate,  and  kilied  at  tea  in  ISII. 
Tbe  king's  real  abject,  however,  was  to  oblige  Henry  VIII.  to  abandon  tbe  war  which 
be  was  then  canjing  on  against  Loula  XIL  in  Flandera. 


FORO  Caetle. 
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would  not  descend  from  his  advantageous  post,  and  give  him  battle  on 
the  plain  of  Millfield,  Surrey  leffc  Wooler  Haugh.  Crossing  the  Till 
near  Weetwood,  he  proceeded  behind  the  high  ground  to  the  south- 
ward of  Doddington,  in  the  direction  of  Berwick,  to  the  village  of 
Barmoor,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  his  army  lay  encamped  on 
the  Thursday  night.  Early  on  the  Friday  morning,  instead  of  pursu- 
ing his  march  towards  Berwick,  he  faced  the  north-west,  and  proceed- 
ed by  way  of  Duddo  towards  Twisel  bridge,  where  the  vanguard  and 
the  artillery  passed  the  Till  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon  ;  the  main 
body  crossing  at  the  Mill-ford,  about  a  mile  higher  up  the  stream.  As 
the  English  did  not  commence  their  march  from  Barmoor  untO  after 
daylight  in  the  morning,  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the  leaders  of 
the  Scottish  host  were  not  acquainted  with  their  movements.  James, 
however,  appears  to  have  thought  it  more  prudent  to  retain  his 
vantage  ground  on  Flodden  Hill  than  to  descend  from  his  position 
*  and  oppose  the  English  when  crossing  the  Till.  The  English  van- 
guard, after  crossing  the  Till,  advanced  towards  Branxton,  as  if  their 
intention  had  been  to  occupy  an  eminence  near  to  that  viUage,  and  a 
little  to  the  westward  of  Flodden.  The  Scots  by  this  manoeuvre 
were  compeUed  either  to  descend  from  the  hill  to  oppose  them,  or  to 
allow  their  enemies  to  take  up  a  formidable  position  between  them 
and  their  own  country.  As  the  numbers  of  the  hostile  armies  were 
nearly  equal,  it  would  have  been  no  wonderful  act  of  bravery  on  the 
part  of  James  to  have  voluntarily  descended  from  Flodden  HiU  and 
engaged  his  enemy  on  the  plain  ;  but  he  never  left  his  position  until 
compelled  by  the  more  skiUful  generalship  of  his  veteran  adversary. 
The  Scottish  army  perceiving  their  enemies  advancing,  set  fire  to  their 
huts  and  litter  on  Flodden  Hill,  the  smoke  of  which  being  blown 
by  a  south  wind  towards  the  English  army,  prevented  them  from 
seeing  the  movements  of  the  Scots,  a  body  of  whom,  under  cover  of 
the  smoke,  proceeded  to  occupy  the  hill,  towards  which  the  English 
vanguard  was  advancing.  By  the  time  thafc  the  smoke  had  cleared 
away,  the  English  had  crossed  the  small  stream  of  Palinsbum,  and  the 
two  armies  now  appeared  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other.  The 
English  army,  fronting  the  south,  and  extending  east  and  west,  was 
formed  in  three  divisions,  with  a  body  of  cavahry  imder  the  command 
of  lord  Dacre  in  the  rear  as  a  reserve.  Surrey"'s  eldest  son,  lord 
Thomas  Howard,  commanded  the  right  division,  the  right  wing  of 
which  was  led  on  by  his  younger  brother,  sir  Edmund  Howard.  Surrey 
himself  commanded  in  the  centre ;  and  the  third  division,  consisting 
chiefly  of  Cheshire  and  Lancashire^men,  was  under  the  command  of 
sir  Edward  Stanley.  The  artillery  was  in  front,  in  the  intervals 
between  the  divisions.     The  Scottish  army  appears  to  have  been 
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drawn  up  in  a  similar  manner.  The  extreme  right  of  the  English  was 
opposed  to  the  left  wing  of  the  Scots  under  the  command  of  the  earl 
of  Huntley  and  lord  Hume  ;  while  that  part  of  the  first  division  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Thomas  Howard,  lord  admiral,  was  en- 
countered by  the  Scots  under  the  earls  of  Crawford  and  Montrose. 
The  Scottish  centre  was  led  on  by  the  king  himself;  and  the  right 
diTision,  consisting  chiefly  of  Highlanders,  was  under  the  command  of 
the  earls  Lennox  and  Argyle.  The  earl  of  Bothwell  had  charge  of  the 
reserve,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  his  own  foUowers,  and  of  men  from 
Lothian.  The  most  experienced  of  the  Scottish  nobility  appear  to 
have  strongly  urged  the  king  to  decline  giving  battle  to  Surrey.  The 
old  earl  of  Angus,  Archibald,  BeU-the-Oat,  having  remonstrated  with 
the  king  on  the  impolicy  of  engaging  the  English,  James  told  the 
veteran  warrior  that  "  if  he  waa  afraid  he  might  go  home.^  Angus, 
it  is  said,  shed  tears  on  hearing  the  scornful  reproof,  and  quitted  the 
field,  leaving  his  two  sons  to  fight,  and  lose  their  lives,  under  the  banner 
of  a  king  who  had  so  unfeelingly  insulted  him.  At  a  council  which 
was  held  of  the  Scottish  chiefs,  lord  Lindesay  strongly  advised  that 
they  should  decline  a  battle  in  which  they  might  lose  much  but  could 
gain  little.  "I  compare  your  lordships,""  said  he  "to  an  honest 
merchant,  who  would,  in  his  voyage,  go  to  dice  with  a  common 
hazarder,  and  there  to  jeopardy  a  rose-noble  on  a  cast  against  a 
gleed  halfpeny ;  which,  if  this  merchant  wins,  it  will  be  counted  but 
•little,  or  else  nought ;  but  if  he  tynes,  he  tynes  his  honour,  with  that 
piece  of  gold,  which  is  of  more  valour.  So  my  lords,  ye  may  under- 
stand by  this,  ye  shall  be  called  the  merchant,  and  your  king  a  rose- 
noble,  and  England  the  common  hazarder,  who  has  nothing  to 
jeopardy  but  a  gleed  halfpeny,  in  comparison  of  your  noble  king  and 
an  old  crooked  carle  lying  in  a  chariot  *.^  James,  however,  obstin- 
ately rejected  their  advice,  and  the  battle  began  about  four  in  the 
afternoon  of  Friday,  Dth  of  September,  but  previous  to  the  armies 
coming  to  close  encounter,  there  appears  to  have  been  cannonading 
on  both  sides.  Hall  says  that  the  master  gunner  of  the  English  killed 
by  his  discharges  the  master  gunner  of  Scotland,  and  drove  his  men 
from  their  guns,  so  that  the  Scottish  ordnance  did  no  harm  to  the 
En^ish,  while  the  artillery  of  the  latter  "  shotte  into  the  myddes  of 
the  kynges  battayl  and  slewe  many  persones.""  The  right  wing  of 
the  English,  under  sir  Edmund  Howard,  was  attacked  with  such 
vigour  by  the  Scots  under  the  earl  of  Huntley  and  lord  Hume,  that 
the  English  were  thrown  into  disorder.  Sir  Edmund  himself  was 
beaten  down,  and  part  of  the  English  fled.     The  fugitives  are  said  to 

*  Pitscottie'B  History  of  Scotland. 
2b 
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have  been  a  party  of  Cheshire  men,  who  were  dissatisfied  at  being 
separated  from  the  rest  of  their  countrymen  under  Stanley,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  a  Howard.  Sir  Edmund  was  rescued 
from  his  peril  by  a  band  of  north  countrymen,  led  on  by  John  Heron, 
the  bastard ;  and  lord  Dacre  coming  up  with  the  reserve,  checked  the 
further  progress  of  the  Scots.  After  this  first  encounter,  it  is  said 
that  lord  Hume  most  unaccountably  withdrew  from  the  conflict,  and 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day  remained  a  spectator  of  the  fight. 
Pitscottie  says  that  lord  Hume,  when  urged  by  the  earl  of  Huntley 
to  advance  to  the  assistance  of  the  king,  answered,  ^'  He  does  well 
that  does  for  himself.  We  have  foughteu  our  vanguards,  and  have 
won  the  same :  therefore  let  the  lave  do  their  part  as  well  as  we.*" 
According  to  the  same  author  the  earl  of  Huntley  called  his  men 
together  by  trumpet  and  slug-horn,  intending  to  have  advanced  to 
the  succour  of  the  king,  but  that  ere  he  arrived  the  battle  was  over. 
The  Scottish  division  under  the  earls  of  Crawford  and  Montrose  at- 
tacked the  English,  commanded  by  the  lord  Admiral,  who,  perceiving 
the  main  body  of  the  Scots  under  the  king  descending  the  hill,  sent 
the  Agnus  Dei  that  he  wore  at  his  breast,  as  a  token  to  his  father, 
requesting  him  to  bring  forward  his  divison  in  all  haste.  Surrey 
immediately  advanced,  and  was  encountered  by  the  Scottish  centre 
led  on  by  the  king,  who,  surrounded  by  his  nobles  and  the  chosen 
men  of  his  army,  and  supported  by  the  reserve  under  the  earl  of 
Bothwell,  made  so  furious  an  assault  upon  the  English,  that  for  a 
time  the  victory  seemed  to  incline  towards  the  Scottish  side.  The 
Scottish  right  wing,  consisted  chiefly  of  Highlanders,  under  the 
earls  of  Lennox  and  Argyle,  rushing  in  a  tumultuous  manner 
from  the  hill — ^probably  Flodden— on  which  they  were  stationed,  in 
order  to  support  the  main  body,  were  attacked  in  flank  by  the  Che- 
shire and  Lancashire  men  under  sir  Edward  Stanley.  Stanley  hav- 
ing routed  this  division  of  the  Scots,  pressed  forward  to  assail  the 
rear  of  the  main  body,  commanded  by  the  king,  which,  about  the 
same  time,  was  also  attacked  by  the  lord  Admiral,  who  had  defeated 
the  Scots  opposed  to  him,  and  slain  their  leaders,  Crawford  and  Mon- 
trose. The  Scottish  centre,  though  assailed  on  all  sides,  continued 
to  maintain  their  ground  with  the  most  determined  courage,  and  the 
king  with  his  principal  nobles  and  the  flower  of  his  army  were  hewed 
down  by  the  English  bill-men.  Night  at  length  put  an  end  to  the 
carnage,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Scottish  army  retired  from  the 
field.  It  would  appear  that  the  English  general  was  not  apprised  of 
the  Scots  having  abandoned  the  field,  until  daylight  next  morning, 
when  a  party  of  horse  under  lord  Dacre  discovered  the  Scottish  ord- 
nance deserted  on  the  hill  side.     There  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
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En^iah  seventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  which  the  writer  of  a  French 
account  of  the  battle,  in  the  Herald'^s  GoUege,  describes  as  being  the 
neatest,  the  best  fashioned,  and  the  smallest  in  the  touch-hole  that 
ever  he  saw.  Among  them  were  the  beautiful  train  caUed  the  Seven 
Sisters,  cast  by  Robert  Borthwick,  Master  of  Artillery  to  the 
Scottish  king.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  the  notes  to  Marraion,  Canto 
VI,  writes  as  foUows :  "The  Scots  lost,  perhaps,  from  eight  to  ten 
thousand  men,  but  that  included  the  very  prime  of  their  nobility,  gen- 
try, and  even  clergy.  Scarce  a  family  of  eminence  but  has  an  ances- 
tor killed  at  Flodden  ;  and  there  is  no  province  in  Scotland,  even 
at  this  day,  where  the  battle  is  mentioned  without  a  sensation  of 
terror  and  sorrow.  The  English  lost  also  a  great  number  of  men, 
perhaps  within  one  third  of  the  vanquished,  but  they  were  of  inferior 
note.*"  Besides  the  king  and  his  natural  son,  Alexander  Stewart, 
archbishop  of  St.  Andrew'*s,  there  was  slain  on  the  Scottish  side 
twelve  earls ;  Crawford,  Montrose,  Lennox,  Argyle,  Errol,  Athol, 
Morton,  Cassilis,  Bothwell,  Bothes,  Caithness,  and  Glencaim; 
thirteen  lords  of  parliament,  and  five  eldest  sons  of  peers.  About 
fifty  gentlemen  of  high  rank  and  chiefs  of  families  fell ;  and  three 
dignified  ecclesiastics,  besides  the  archbishop  of  St.  Andrew'*s,  lost 
their  lives.  Their  names  were  G^rge  Hepburn,  bishop  of  Caithness 
and  the  Isles ;  WiUiam  Bunch,  abbot  of  Kilwinmng ;  and  Lawrence 
Oliphant,  abbot  of  Inchaffray.  During  the  night,  Hume^s  followers, 
with  parties  of  thieves  from  Tynedale  and  Teviotdale,  employed 
themselves  in  stripping  the  slain,  and  in  pillaging  the  baggage  of 
both  armies.  The  day  after  the  battle  Lord  Dacre,  who  knew  the 
king,  discovered  his  body  among  the  slain,  and  it  was  afterwards 
identified  by  his  chanceUor,  Sir  William  Scott,  his  serjeant-porter. 
Sir  John  Forman,  and  other  Scottish  prisoners.  He  had  received 
several  wounds,  both  from  arrows  and  bills.  There  was  a  deep 
wound  in  his  neck,  and  his  left  hand  was  nearly  severed  from  the 
arm.  The  body  was  conveyed  to  Berwick,  where  it  was  embalmed 
and  enclosed  in  lead,  and  afterwards  secretly,  amoiig  other  things, 
sent  to  Newcastle.  From  Newcastle,  Surrey  took  it  with  him  to 
London,  and  placed  it  in  the  monastery  of  Sheen,  near  Richmond, 
where  it  was  afterwards  interred,  by  the  special  permission  of  Leo  X.* 


*  James  baTing  died  under  sentence  of  excommanication,  which  he  inoiired  by  break- 
ing the  treatj  of  peace,  Henry,  with  some  ostentation,  applied  to  the  pope  for  permission 
to  give  Christian  burial  to  his  body ;  and  Leo  X.,  in  a  letter  dated  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, granted  him  permission  to  inter  it,  as  requested,  honourably  in  8t  Paul's  Cathedral. 
It,  hovrever,  was  left  above  ground  at  Sheen,  till  the  time  of  Edward  VL,  when  the 
mcmastery  became  the  property  and  residence  of  Henry  Grey,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  who 
permitted  it  to  be  thrown  into  a  lumber-room  among  some  old  timbers,  lead,  and  other 
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The  English  army  appears  to  have  passed  over  to  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Till  at  Ford  the  day  after  the  battle,  a  guard  being  left  on  the 
field  to  look  after  the  English  artillery,  as  well  as  that  taken  from 
the  enemy.  The  lord  Admiral,  who  was  on  the  field  during  the  day, 
.  was  at  one  time  likely  to  be  exposed  to  great  jeopardy  from  a  party  of 
Scots  who  suddenly  appeared  on  one  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  but 
William  Blacknal,  the  director  of  the  English  ordnance,  saluted  them 
with  such  a  peal  that  they  fied.  The  artillery  was  removed  the  same 
day  to  Etal ;  and  Surrey,  having  accomplished  his  object  in  repelling 
the  aggression  of  the  Scots,  shortly  afterwards  proceeded  to  London, 
taking  with  him  the  king^s  body,  which  he  presented  to  Queen 
Catherine  at  Richmond. — Rambles,  in  Northd. 

1515  (Oct.  18). — Margaret,  widow  of  James  IV.  of  Scotland, 
afterwards  married  to  the  earl  of  Angus,  was  delivered  of  a  daughter 
in  Harbottle  castle,  Northumberland,  little  more  than  two  years  after 
her  first  husband  had  lost  his  life  at  Flodden.  This  daughter,  the 
lady  Margaret  Douglas,  by  her  marriage  with  the  earl  of  Lennox, 
became  the  mother  of  lord  Heniy  Damley,  husband  of  Mary  queen 
of  Scots. — Ibid, 

This  year  the  streets  of  Haydon-bridge,  Northumberland,  were 
desecrated  with  the  murder  of  Matthew  Harrison  by  Eobert  Hut- 
chinson, who  stabbed  him  in  the  right  breast  with  a  lance  staff,  of 
whi9h  wound  he  instantly  died,  and  for  which  the  murderer,  and  his 
father,  Thomas  Hutchmson,  as  accessory  to  the  crime,  fied  to  Dur- 
ham for  sanctuary. — Surtees"  Soc.  Pub. 

The  college  gateway  at  Durham,  as  it  at  present  remains,  was  built 
by  prior  CasteU  (1494-1519),  the  former  gateway  having  fallen  into 
decay.  In  the  room  above  the  arch-way  Gastell  renewed  the  chapel 
of  St.  Helen,  where  mass  was  celebrated  twice  a  day  for  the  benefit 
of  the  laity ;  and  the  sleeping  room  of  its  priest.  After  the  reforma- 
tion, its  upper  story  was  for  a  long  time  used  as  the  exchequer  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter. — Maine's  Dur.  CatA. 

1516  (May  2). — ^By  a  decree  of  the  star  chamber,  of  this  date, 
concerning  the  government  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  twenty-four 
auditors  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  twelve  crafts,  to  inspect  the  yearly 
accounts  of  the  corporation  of  that  town,  without  any  reward. — 
Brand. 

rubbish ;  in  which  state  it  was  seen  by  Stow.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  some  workmen 
cut  off  the  head  of  the  embalmed  corpse ;  and  one  Lancelot  Young,  master  glazier  to  her 
majesty,  feeling  a  sweet  savour  to  proceed  from  it,  brought  it  to  his  house  in  Wood- 
street,  London,  where  he  kept  it  for  some  time ;  but  at  length  he  caused  it  to  be  buHed 
by  the  sexton  of  St  Michael*8,  amongst  other  bones  taken  out  of  the  charnel-house  of 
tliat  church.— iStoto*<  Survey  of  London, 
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In  the  same  decree,  mention  occurs  of  the  craft  of  cooks.  The 
oldest  existmg  ordinary  of  this  society,  dated  September  10th,  157o, 
and  citing  a  more  ancient  one,  incorporated  anew  seven  cooks,  with 
perpetual  succession,  &c.,  providing  that  none  but  persons  of  this 
society  should  keep  shop,  or  dress  abroad  any  dinners  at  marriages, 
burials  or  churchings ;  that  no  stranger  should  cut  fish  on  the  Sand- 
hill without  paying  them  an  acknowledgement;  that  they  should 
receive  of  aU  fish  that  should  be  cut  in  the  common  markets  '^  pur- 
poise,  seal,  fresh  ling,  cod,  and  other  great  fish,  one  penny  out  of 
every  shilling  they  sold  for ;  '^  and  of  every  ^^  purpoise  and  seal,  the 
head,  finns  and  numbles.^  The  society  appears  to  have  been  extinct 
about  the  year  1692. — Brtmd. 

Mention  also  occurs  in  the  above  decree  of  the  star-chamber,  of 
the  crafb  of  furbishers :  of  the  craft  of  "  boieres,"'*  t.  e.  bow-makers : 
of  the  craft  of  "  fletchers,'*^  t.  e.  arrow-makers ;  and  of  the  craft  of 
girdlers. — Ibid. 

The  crafb  of  keelmen  are  also  first  mentioned  in  the  same  decree  of 
of  the  star-chamber.  They  again  occur  as  a  fraternity  in  Newcastle, 
A.D.  1539,  also  about  the  year  1556,  when  they  appear  to  have  been 
an  independent  society. — Ibid. 

1517. — Mention  occurs  in  the  books  of  the  merchant-adventurers, 
of  a  society  called  the  craft  of  spicers,  as  existing  at  this  period,  in 
the  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  When  this  company  became 
extinct  does  not  appear. — Ibid. 

1518  (May  27).— John  Stokow  of  Nunbus,  in  the  parish  of  New- 
burgh,  in  Tindale,  Northumberland,  went  to  the  church  of  Durham^ 
and  there  sought  refuge,  because  on  the  day  of  the  Invention  of  the 
Holy  Cross,  in  the  year  before,  with  a  dagger  at  Nunbus  aforesaid, 
he  deathfuUy  struck  one  Robert  Ordeley  on  the  right  shoulder,  by 
giving  him  a  mortal  blow,  of  which  he  instantly  died. — Hodg^ofCs 
Northd. 

1520  (June  22). — ^The  date  of  the  ordinary  of  the  incorporated 
company  of  Butchers,  of  the  city  of  Durham. — Suriees. 

1521. — In  a  report  made  this  year  by  lord  Dacre  and  Phil.  Dacre 
to  Willam  Franklyn,  chancellor  of  the  bishop  of  Durham,  concerning 
the  state  of  Norham  castle,  the  progress  which  had  been  made  in  re- 
pairing the  walls  is  thus  noticed :  '*  The  lang  wauU  betwix  the  inner 
ward  and  the  nether  gate  next  the  watre  is  fynysshed  redie  to  the 
battaling,  and  so  it  mistres  no  more  for  a  necessite ;  for  it  is  of  high 
xiiij  yerds  and  more,  and  besides  the  advantage  of  the  bank  of 
Clen  waull  in  sight.  There  is  ashlers  redie  hewen,  and  other  filling 
stuff  redie  gotten  in  the  quarry,  that  nigh  hand  wyll  fynysshe  the  said 
four  towTS  being  bulwarks,  or  at  the  best  wyll  fynysshe  thre  of  them. 
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If  it  be  warr,  my  lord's  pleasure  must  be  knowen,  whedre  his  lord- 
ship will  have  the  votk.  to  go  forward  or  to  ce§se ;  for  if  it  continue 
and  go  forward,  my  said  lord  must  be  chargeid  with  the  wageis  of 
the  same  out  of  his  coflres,  during  the  tyme  of  warr,  for  according 
to  the  covenaunts  of  indentors,  the  wageis  and  fees  of  the  workman 
must  go  and  find  able  men,  whiche  with  those  that  is  covenaunted  to 
be  and  remain  in  tyme  of  peas,  shall  make  the  full  norabre  of  lix,  for 
the  whiche  I  have  provided  of  hames,  to  be  above  their  jaks,  of  myn 
own  charge,  for  the  deputje  a  complete  curase,  and  for  every  of  the 
other  an  almano  belett,  a  bever,  and  a  sallett." — AreAteoioffia. 


E  ADTOGIAra  OF  LOUl  DACBK. 


1622  (February). — Cardinal  Thomaa  Wolsey  was  elected  to  the 
bishopric  of  Durham,  on  his  resignation  of  Ae  see  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
The  Cardinal  received  restitution  of  the  temporalities  on  the  30th  of 
April  1523,  and  continued  to  hold  with  the  bishopric  of  Durham  the 
atchiepieoopal  see  of  York.  During  the  mx  years  which  Wolsey 
retwned  Durham  he  never  once  visited  the  dioceee.  In  1528  he 
resigned  Durham,  and  warf  translated  to  Winchester.— S'Mrt«». 

1523. — Robert  Lambert  and  others  having  murdered  Christopher 
Badcliff  at  Shereston,  in  the  diocese  of  Durham,  and  Lambert  havmg 
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taken  sanotuary  in  the  priory  of  Tynemouth,  cardinal  Wolsey,  being 
struck  with  the  hainousness  of  the  crime,  and  oflFended  at  so  shameful 
an  evasion  of  justice,  wrote  to  lord  Dacre  of  the  north,  warden  of  the 
marches,  to  use  every  exertion  to  get  him  out  from  thence,  in  order 
to  his  suffering  condign  punishment. — Brand. 

1523. — Ring  Henry  VIII.  granted  his  commission  under  the  great 
seal  of  William  Franklyn,  clerk,  sir  William  Bulraer,  and  sir  Willi- 
am Ewre,  knights,  to  inquire  of  and  seize  a  prize  ship  driven  into 
Tinmouth  haven  in  the  river  Tyne  at  South  Shields,  within  the 
bishop'^s  royal  liberty,  and  to  deliver  the  ship,  with  the  goods  and 
habiliments  of  war  in  her,  to  the  said  bishop,  so  of  right  belonging  to 
him  allowed  by  ancient  grants  and  confirmations  from  the  crown. — 
Ibid. 

The  Scottish  army,  then  lying  at  Coldstream,  resolved  to  attempt 
the  reduction  of  Wark,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Albany, 
sir  John  Lisle  being  then  governor.  Buchanan  the  historian  being 
present  at  the  siege  gives  the  foUowing  description  of  the  castle  : — 
*'*'  In  the  innermost  area  was  a  tower  of  great  strength  and  height, 
this  was  encircled  with  two  waUs,  the  outer  including  a  large 
space,  into  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  used  to  fly  with 
their  cattle,  com,  and  flocks,  in  time  of  war;  the  inner  of  much 
smaller  extent,  but  fortified  more  strongly  by  ditches  and  towers.  It 
had  a  strong  garrison,  good  store  of  artillery,  and  other  things 
necessary  for  defence.'*'*  The  duke  of  Albany  sent  against  it  bat- 
tering cannon,  and  a  chosen  band  of  Scots  and  French  to  the  num- 
ber of  4,000,  under  the  command  of  Andrew  Eer  of  Faimherst. 
The  French  carried  the  outer  inclosure  at  the  first  assault,  but  they 
were  dislodged  by  the  garrison  setting  fire  to  the  straw  laid  up  there- 
in. The  besiegers  soon  recovered  it,  and  by  their  cannon  effected  a 
breach  in  the  inner  wall.  The  French  with  gre^^t  intrepidity  mounted 
the  breach,  sustaining  great  loss  by  the  shot  of  those  who  possessed 
the  tower  or  keep,  and  being  warmly  received  by  the  forces  that  de- 
fended the  inner  ballium,  were  obliged  to  retire  after  a  great  slaughter. 
The  attack  was  to  have  been  renewed  on  the  succeeding  day,  but  a 
fall  of  rain  in  the  night,  which  swelled  the  Tweed  and  threatened  to 
cut  ofi^  the  retreat  of  the  assailants  to  the  main  army,  and  the 
approach  of  the  earl  of  Surrey,  who  before  lay  at  Alnwick  with  a 
large  force,  obliged  the  duke  to  relinquish  his  design  and  return  into 
Scotland.  The  present  remains  of  Wark  castle  do  not  convey  an 
idea  that  it  could  possibly  at  any  time  have  been  a  considerable  for- 
tress, but  such  it  most  certainly  was.  At  what  time  it  was  disman- 
tled and  thus  totally  destroyed  is  not  known ;  but  most  probably  it 
was  one  of  the  strongholds  ordered  to  be  demolished  by  king  James 
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VI.  of  ScoUand,  on  his  accession  to  the  crown  of  England.  It 
stood  on  a  circular  eminence  fonned  by  art.  The  founder  ie  not 
known,  nor  the  period  of  its  erection. — Border  Antiq. 

1524  (June  21). — The  Scot*  in  number  about  five  hundred,  crossed 
the  Tweed,  and  concealed  themselves  in  convenient  places  for  the 
purpose  of  plundering  the  traders  as  they  passed  to  the  fair  in  Ber- 
wick, by  which  means  they  obtained  much  spoil  besides  prisoners, 
but  before  thsy  got  home  the  young  lord  of  Fowbeny  with  a  party  of 
English,  surprised  them,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  the  Scots  were 
defeated  with  the  loss  of  two  hundred  slain  and  prisoners.— Scott's 
Border  Exploits. 

1526  (Oct.  10), — A  treaty  was  concluded  at  Berwick  between  the 
commissioners  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  king  James  V.,  for  a  three 
years'  peace  ;  and  in  the  year  1528,  the  truce  was  renewed,  and  the 
peace  was  continued  for  five  years. — Fuller''s  Bervnei. 

Thomas  Horsley,  who  was  mayor  of  Newcastle  in  the  years  1514, 
1519,  1524,  1525,  and  1533,  devised  all  his  lands  in  that  place,  after 
his  death  and  that  of  his  wife,  for  the  endowment  of  a  grammar 
school,  which  was  to  be  fi'ee  for  any  within  or  without  that  town. 
This  school  was  at  first  situated  on  the  north-east  side  of  St.  Nichohu' 
church,  in  the  large  area  called  the  church-yard,  and  before  the  burial 
place  was  railed  in.  In  1699,  the  42nd  year  of  queen  Elizabeth''8 
reign,  it,  by  charter  from  that  princess,  became  a  royal  foundation, 
and  was  removed  to  the  hospital  of  St.  Mary,  in  Westgate  street, 
its  present  situation. — Brand. 

1526. — Wolsey   Bishop  of  Durham,   issued   his   commissions   for 
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arraying  ahipe  in  the  ports  of  the  county  palatine,  to  attend  and  serve 
under  the  kmg's  Admiral  in  the  north  seas. — Hutchinson's  Dur. 

1527  (August  31).— This  is  the  date  of  the  old  ordinary  of  the 

incorporated  company  of  weavers  in  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  which  is  still  in  their  possession. 
It  enjoins  them  to  assemble  yearly,  at  the  feast 
of  Corpus  Christi,  to  go  together  in  procession 
and  play  their  play  and  pageant  of  '^  The  Bear- 
ing of  the  Cross,''  at  their  own  expence.  That 
any  brother  misbehaving  at  meetings,  should 
forfeit  six  pounds  of  wax  for  every  default ;  and 
that  any  brother  lying  in  wait  to  beat,  slay,  or 
murder  any  of  his  brethem,  should  be  put  out  of 
the  society  for  ever;  that  any  brother  calling 
another  "  Scot,"  or  "  manswom,"  in  malice,  should  forfeit  6s.  8d. 
without  any  forgiveness ;  that  every  brother  should  be  '^  at  the  Sante 
Augustines,"  in  the  day  of  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  go 
^'  the  none  of  the  same  day  to  the  dirige  and  sowle  masses  to  be  done 
for  the  brederes  and  susters  "  of  the  fellowship,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
6d.  for  each  default,  &c.  This  society  has  a  warrant  renewed  yearly 
from  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  to  seize  bad  yam,  &c.,  and  still  con- 
tinue to  receive  annual  contributions  from  the  pedlars,  who  keep 
booths  during  the  fairs  in  the  town.  A.D.  1682,  Carlel-tower  was 
repaired  by  this  society  for  a  meeting-house.  The  armorial  bearings 
of  the  company  are  given  in  the  margin. — Arms  of  Incorp,  Comp, 

1528  (Jan.  21). — ^A  band  of  border  thieves,  led  by  William  a 
Ghaileton  otherwise  called  Willie  a  Shotlyngton,  the  head  rebel 
of  all  the  outlawes,  and  one  Harry  Noble,  Archebalde  Dodde,  and  Ro- 
ger Armestrange,  entered  the  bishopric  of  Durham ;  robbed  many 
persons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Woolsingham,  and  carried  the 
priest  of  Muggleswick  away  with  them  a  prisoner.  On  their  return 
homewards,  the  Tyne  being  flooded,  they  could  not  pass  by  any  of 
the  fords,  and  were  therefore  compelled  to  attempt  a  passage  by 
Haydon  bridge,  on  which  there  was  a  gate,  which  was  barred, 
chained,  and  locked  against  them,  and  being  set  upon  by  the  bailiff 
of  Hexham,  and  the  constable  of  Langley  castle  with  their  followers, 
the  thieves  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  horses  and  seek  safety 
on  foot ;  but  being  pursued  by  Thomas  Errington,  the  constable  of 
Langley,  and  others,  with  a  slouth  hound,  they  were  overtaken  and 
in  the  conflict  which  ensued,  Charleton  and  Noble  were  killed,  and 
Armstrong  and  Dodde,  taken  prisoners,  and  tried  at  a  warden  court 
held  at  Alnwick  for  the  purpose  on  the  27th  of  January.  Armstrong 
was  subsequently  hung  in  chains  near  to  Newcastle,  and  Dodde  at 
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Alnwick.  The  bodies  of  Charleton  and  Noble  were  also  hung  in 
chains,  the  former  at  Hexham,  and  the  latter  at  Haydon  bridge. 
The  prompt  and  vigourous  measures  adopted  by  the  earl  of  North- 
umberland on  this  occasion,  so  daunted  the  thieves,  that  on  Sunday 
the  26th  of  January,  as  the  earl  was  returning  from  high  mass  at  the 
parish  church  of  Alnwick,  "  WiUiam  Lisle,  Humphrey  Lisle,  William 
Shaftowe,  and  other  their  adherents,  in  all  the  number  of  eighteen  per- 
sons," unconditionally  presented  themselves  before  him  in  their  shirts 
with  halters  round  their  necks  and  humbly  kneeling  on  their  knees, 
surrendered  to  the  king'^s  mercy.  The  whole  of  these  men,  how- 
ever, with  the  exception  of  Humphrey  Lisle  were  put  to  death,  and 
the  chief  leaders  were  drawn  and  quartered.  '•  And  the  heddes  and 
quarters  of  theyme  that  were  so  executed  for  hye  treason,"  were 
"  caused  to  be  set  up  upon  the  dongeon  of  the  castell  of  Newcastell 
and  in  sondry  other  eminent  and  open  places  most  apparent  to  the 
view  and  sight  of  the  people  to  the  hye  contentation  of  all  the  trewe 
inhabitants  of  theis  parties,  and  extreme  terror  of  all  other  semlabel 
offenders." — Hod^sorCs  Northd, 

1528  (April  1). — " Six  notorious  thieves  of  Tyndall "  were  "exe- 
cuted and  put  to  death "  at  Newcastle,  after  which,  "  in  presence  of 
all  the  gentlemen  of  Northumberland,  the  Tindal  men  in  gret  num- 
bers submytted  themselfes  "  beseeching  the  king's  pardon. — Ibid. 

The  oldest  ordinary  of  the  society  of  free  porters  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  is  dated  A.D.  1528.  On  the  25th  September,  1648, 
the  common  council  of  that  town  made  an  order  to  revoke  the  ordinr 
ary  on  account  of  the  fraternity  refusing  to  go  down  and  lend  their 
assistance,  on  a  revolt  at  Tynemouth  castle.  A  new  ordinary  was 
granted  them  September  27th  1667,  which  constituted  them  a  body 
politic,  with  power  to  sue,  &c.  in  the  courts  of  Newcastle.  The 
members  of  this  society  originally  enjoyed  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
conveying  goods  landed  within  certain,  boundaries  upon  the  river 
Tyne.  They  were  sixteen  in  number,  and  vacancies  by  death  were 
filled  by  purchase  from  the  common  council ;  it  was  also  indispensable 
that  candidates  should  be  free  burgesses ;  but  by  an  act  of  that  body 
it  was  subsequently  agreed  that  non-freemen  should  be  eligible,  and 
that  the  society  themselves  should  have  the  power  of  disposing  of 
such  vacancies,  on  payment  of  <£^32.  for  each,  to  the  said  common- 
council. — Brand,     Records  of  the  Soc. 

1530. — Cuthbert  Tunstall,  bishop  of  London,  was  translated  to  the 
see  of  Durham.  In  1534,  when  Henry  VIII.  in  defiance  of  the 
Roman  pontifi!»  assumed  the  title  of  supreme  head  of  the  English 
Church,  Tunstall  hesitated,  argued,  and  submitted;  and  soon  after 
publicly  defended  the  king's  supremacy  from  the  pulpit.     In  1535 
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he  acted  aa  one  of  the  commissioners  for  valuing  all  ecclesiastical 
benefices,  and  settling  the  first  fruits  and  tenths  on  the  crown.  By 
the  act  27  Henry  VIII.  the  bishop  was  deprived  of  nearly  all  the 
ancient  honours  and  peculiar  privileges  which  a  succession  of  mon- 
archs,  during  six  centuries,  had  lavished  on  the  see  of  Durham. 
Bishop  Tunstall  bowed  to  the  storm  in  silence,  and  preserved, 
during  the  remainder  of  Henry'^s  reign,  a  considerable  degree  of 
personal  favour  and  influence.  On  the  accession  of  Edward  VI. 
the  cautious,  yet  open  conduct  of  Tunstall,  seems  for  a  time  to 
have  saved  him  from  ruin ;  he  had  been  dismissed  from  the  council 
board  in  1548,  but  suffered  no  further  molestation  during  the  first 
years  of  the  new  reign.  The  ambitious  views,  however,  of  the  daring 
and  profligate  Dudley,  duke  of  Northumberland,  impelled  him  to 
hasten  the  downfall  of  the  mild  and  unoffending  prelate.  TunstalPs 
deprivation  was  pronounced  on  the  14th  of  August  1552,  and  he 
was  inmiediately  sent  to  the  Tower;  and  on  the  21st  of  March 
following  a  bill  was  read  for  "  the  suppression  of  the  bishopric  of 
Durham.''  The  death  of  the  young  king  defeated  the  projects  and 
the  ambition  of  Dudley,  and  amongst  other  consequences  of  the  ac- 
cession of  the  princess  Mary,  he  appears  to  have  constantly  resid- 
ed, and  to  have  successfully  exerted  his  influence  in  screening  the 
unhappy  victims  of  persecution,  and  if  he  be  blamed  for  a  tacit  con- 
sent to  horrors  which  he  probably  could  not  prevent,  it  may  be 
stated,  that  at  least  his  own  extended  diocese  was  not  stained  with 
the  blood  of  one  religious  martjT.  During  the  heat  of  persecution, 
Russell,  a  reformed  preacher,  was  brought  before  the  bishop  at 
Auckland,  charged  with  opinions  which,  if  acknowledged,  must  have 
proved  fatal  to  him,  and  which  Tunstall  knew  he  would  not  deny : 
"hitherto,''  said  the  bishop,  "we  have  a  good  report  among  our 
neighbours ;  I  pray  you  bring  not  this  man's  blood  upon  my  head," 
and  immediately  dismissed  him  unexamined.  On  the  accession  of 
Elizabeth  hopes  were  earnestly  entertained,  founded  on  Tunstall's 
knovm  mildness  and  moderation,  that  he  would  not  refuse  taking 
the  oath  of  supremacy.  Without,  however,  expressing  any  hostile 
feeling  either  to  the  queen,  or  to  the  reformers,  he  declined  in  his 
old  age  again  changing  his  religious  creed. — Surteee. 

1530  (Oct.  24).— ^Nicholas  Featherstonhaugh,  gentleman,  was 
murdered  (probably  in  some  hunting  party)  by  William  Ridley, 
of  Unthank,  gentleman,  and  Hugh  Ridley,  of  Howden,  in  Plen- 
mellor,  and  others  of  the  same  name,  as  appeared  on  a  view  of  the 
body  by  the  coroner  of  Northumberland,  on  the  26th  of  October, 
in  the  same  year. — HodgsovCi  Northd. 

15;10 — 1558. — The    company  of  carpenters   and  joiners,    of  the 
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city  of  Durham,  are  said  to  have  received  a  grant  of  incorporation 
from  bishop  Tunstall,  but  the  earliest  document  now  in  their 
possession  begins  in  1661. — Swrtees, 

1531. — Died  this  year  "  Old  John  Duckett,  of  Softley,  called  the 
'  Old  Man,"  who  lived  to  the  age  of  127.'" — Rainess  Dur.  Catk, 

1532. — This  year  a  fish  was  cast  ashore  at  Tynemouth,  in 
Northumberland,  (not  of  the  whale  kind)  which  measured  from  head 
to  tail  ninety  feet  and  from  back  to  belly  thirty-four  feet.  The 
mouth  was  upwards  of  twenty-two  feet  long,  with  jaws  proportion- 
able. The  ribs,  which  were  thirty  in  number,  measured  each 
twenty-one  feet  in  length,  and  a  foot  and  a  half  round.  It  had  five 
very  large  throats,  and  twenty-five  smaller  passages  into  three  vast 
Allies.  It  was  furnished  with  two  fins  each  of  which  was  about 
fifteen  feet  long,  and  was  a  sufficient  load  for  ten  oxen.  The  eyes 
were  not  much  larger  than  those  of  an  ox,  but  placed  at  the  distance 
of  twenty-two  feet  from  each  other.  Instead  of  teeth,  it  had  plates 
of  a  homy  substance ;  and  a  tongue  twenty-seven  feet  long.  The 
tail  was  forked  and  indented  like  a  saw,  measured  twenty-six  feet 
in  length. — Beauties  and  Wonders  of  Art  and  Nature.  London^  1779. 
The  ordinary  of  the  incorporated  company  of  goldsmiths,  of  the 
city  of  Durham,  was  confirmed  by  bishop  Tunstall,  on  the  12th 
of  May  this  year. — Surtees. 

The  ordinary  of  the  free  company  of  Tanners, 
of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  anciently  called  bark- 
ers, dated  November  8th,  1532,  enjoined 
the  society  to  come  yearly  in  their  best  array 
and  apparel,  at  the  feast  of  Corpus  Ghristi, 
and  go  in  procession,  set  forth  their  pageants, 
&;c.  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax.  Not 
to  take  any  Scot  by  birth  for  an  apprentice, 
under  a  penalty  of  20s.  That  each  brother 
should  have  but  one  butcher  to  buy  slaughter 
of,  on  pain  of  <f  10,  and  not  to  buy  above  eight 
fothers  of  bark,  or  forty  trees,  on  pain  of  6s.  8d.;  also  to  supply 
each  other  with  bark  &c.  The  meetings  of  the  company  are  held 
in  an  apartment  in  the  Black  Friary.  Their  armorial  bearings  are 
represented  in  the  annexed  wood  cut. — Arms  of  Incorp,  Comp. 

1534. — This  year,  there  was  an  alms-house  near  Stock-bridge,  in 
Newcastle,  but  when  and  for  what  particular  purpose  it  was  founded 
are  alike  unknown.  Christopher  Brigham,  who  was  mayor  of  New- 
castle in  1504,  founded  Brigham^s  alms-houses,  which  stood  at  the 
angle  formed  by  Pilgrim-street  and  High  Friar-street.  It  consisted 
of  several  dwelling  houses,  and  was  ii^bited  in  1576  by  poor  reli- 
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gious  women.  Elizabeth  Nykson  founded  an  alnuhhouse  about  the 
beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  All 
Saint'^s  parish.  Four  women,  with  the  allowance  of  20s.  a  year, 
were  to  live  in  it.  It  stood  in  Pilgrim-street,  opposite  to  the  west 
end  of  All  Saints'"  church.  In  Boume'^s  time,  the  poor  women  in  it 
had  eight  chaldrons  of  coals  and  12s.  a-year,  but  it  was  then  'Agoing 
fast  to  ruins.'"  In  Boume'^s  plan  of  Newcastle,  the  '^  Spittal  Alms- 
houses ^  are  marked  in  Westgate  street,  on  the  west  side  of  the  gate 
leading  to  the  grammar  school.  On  pulling  down  these  houses  not 
many  years  ago,  the  charity  was  removed  to  the  Pudding  chare, 
where  it  now  is,  but  what  has  become  of  the  revenues  of  the.  other 
ahns-houses! — Bourne.    Brand. 

1535. — An  act  of  parliament  was  passed  declaring  Hartlepool, 
whose  inhabitants  claimed  to  be  parcel  of  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land, to  be,  in  future,  parcel  of  the  county  of  York  only,  but  in  1545, 
this  place  still  appears  to  have  been  considered  as  forming  part  of  the 
county  of  Northumberland. 

About  this  period,  Morpeth  castle  was  used  as  .a  prison,  and 
was  broken  open  by  a  gang  of  Tindall  men,  for  the  purpose  of 
rescuing  Cokes  Charlton,  "  the  most  notable  thief  in  that  country,'* 
who  had  been  arraigned  at  the  bar,  for  certain  felonies,  but  re- 
manded to  prison. — HodgsovCs  Narthd, 

1536. — Coals  were  sold  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  for  two  shiUings 
and  sixpence  the  chaldron,  and  at  London  for  about  four  shilling  the 
chaldron. — Stawe. 
September  1. — The  company  of  goldsmiths  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  were  incorporated,  by  an  ordinary  of  this 
date,  with  the  glaziers,  plumbers,  pewterers 
and  painters.  They  separated  from  them 
in  the  year  1717.  At  so  remote  a  period  as 
A.D.  1249,  king  Henry  III.  commanded  the 
bailiffs  and  good  men  of  Newcastle  to  choose 
four  of  the  most  prudent  and  trusty  men  of 
their  town  for  the  office  of  moneyers  there; 
and  other  four  like  persons  for  the  keeping 
of  the  king's  mints  in  that  town ;  also  two  fit 
and  prudent  goldsmiths  to  be  assayers  of  the 
money  to  be  made  there.  An  assay  master  was  appointed  to  this 
society  in  the  year  1702.  The  armorial  bearings  of  the  company 
are  given  in  the  margin. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Comp. 

The  ordinary  of  the  society  of  plumbers,  pewterers,  and  glaziers, 
of  Newcastl&-upon-Tyne  is  dated  September  1st,  1536.  It  enjoined 
them  to  go  together  on  the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  and  maintain 
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their  play  of  "  The  three  Kings  of  Coleyn ; "  to  have  four  wardens, 
who  were  to  be  awom  on  admission  not  to  interfere  with  each  other's 
occupation ;  that  no  Scotsman  bom  should  be  taken  apprentice,  or 
suffered  to  work  in  Newcastle,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  3s.  4d. ;  one  half 
of  which  to  go  to  the  upholding  of  Tyne  bridge.  September  7th, 
1730,  itwaa  ordered,  that  "  no  brotlier  lend  his  diamond,  except  to 
a  free  brother  of  this  company,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  He.  8d."  Their 
hall,  anciently  called  Morden-tower,  was  granteil  to  them  in  the 
mayoralty  of  sir  Peter  Riddell,  A.D.  1619.  A  gilded  ball  is  sus- 
pended from  the  ceiling  of  this  meeting-room:  it  probably  had  been  shot 
from  the  cannon  of  the  Scottish  army  during  the  great  siege  of  the 
town  in  16+4 ;  and  having  lodged  in  the  wall,  was  discovered  on  the 
alteration  of  the  tower. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Comp. 
The  annexed  are  the  armorial  bearing  of  the 


l;)36. — In  the  autumn  of  this  year  a  general  insurrection  broke 
out  in  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  Westmoreland,  Durham,  Richmond- 
shire,  and  Craven,  under  the  conduct  of  Robert  Aske,  a  gentleman 
of  ancient  family  and  hirge  estate  in  Yorkshire.  The  rebels  were 
joined  by  lord  Scroop  of  Bolton,  lord  Latimer,  sir  George  Luraley, 
sir  Thomas  Percy,  and  sir  John  Bulmer.  After  reinstating  the 
monks  of  Hexham  and  other  dissolved  houses,  the  chief  power  of 
the  rebels  marched  southward,  preceded  by  some  of  the  wandering 
priests  with  crosses,  and  displaying  on  their  banners  the  crucifix, 
the  five  wounds  of  the  saviour,  and  the  chalice.  They  styled  their 
enterprizo  T/ie  Pilprimaae  of  Grace,  and  professed  its  object  to  be 
the  preservation  of  the  king's  person,  the  purifying  of  the  nobility, 
and  expulsing  all  villain  blood  and  evil  counsellors,  the  restitution 
of  the  church,  and  the  suppression  of  heretics  and  their  opinions. 
After  reducing  York  and  Hull,  and  being  baffled  before  Scarbo- 
rough by  sir  Ralph  Eure,  who  defended  the  castle  for  twenty  da}'8 
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with  only  his  own  household  servants,  the  main  body  of  the  insur- 
gents were  dispersed  at  Doncaster,  by  the  policy  of  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  who  offered  the  king^s  free  pardon  to  all  who^  would  im- 
mediately disband  and  return  home.  The  people  of  the  bishopric 
had  been  deeply  engaged  in  this  unhallowed  pilgrimage ;  there  was, 
perhaps,  no  plao^  where  the  superstitions  of  the  ancient  church  had 
shed  a  deeper  gloom,  or  where  the  first  pale  and  struggling  ray  of 
the  reformation  broke  with  more  unwelcome  lustre.  In  the  follow- 
ing year  several  of  the  leaders  or  partizans  of  the  former  insur- 
rection broke  out  into  partial  and  ill  combined  acts  of  rebellion^ 
which  terminated  in  the  severe  punishment  of  the  principal  offenders, 
and  the  complete  establishment  of  the  king's  authority. — Surtees. 

Lords  lieutenant  were  first  appointed  for  the  better  and  more 
effectually  levying  the  force  of  the  country,  during  the  Northern 
insurrection  in  the  above  year. — Ibid, 

1536. — The  oldest  ordinary  of  the  fraternity  of  tailors  of  New- 

castle-upon  Tyne,  is  dated  October  8th,  this 
year,  and  enjoined  that  every  brother,  at  his 
setting  up  shop,  should  pay  a  pot  of  oil  to  the 
fellowship  ;  as  also  thirteen-pence  a  year  to  the 
stewards  "  our  Lady  light ;  **'  and  that  each 
apprentice,  or  person  hired  by  the  week,  should 
pay  four-pence  per  annum,  and  each  hireling 
three-pence  a  year  to  their  play  when  it  should 
be  performed:  also,  that  any  person  bom  a 
subject  of  the  king',  and  free  of  Newcastle, 
might  set  up  shop  on  payment  of  <£'40,  with  a 
pound  of  wax  and  a  pot  of  oil,  on  his  admittance ;  as  also  thirteen- 
pence  to  our  Lady-light,  and  eight-pence  to  the  play.  It  further 
ordered,  that  every  brother  should  be  at  the  procession  on*  Corpus 
ChrisU  day,  before  it  passed  the  New-gate,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
a  pound  of  wax ;  and  that  each  brother  should  attend  in  his  livery. 
And  that  the  common  light  of  the  fraternity  should  go  before  the 
corpse  of  every  brother  when  it  was  carried  to  church  for  inter- 
ment, and  continue  there  lighted  during  mass  time,  and  till  the  body 
was  interred.  The  hall  of  the  company  is  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Black  Friary.  Their  armorial  bearings  are  given  above. — Anns  of 
Inearp.  Camp. 

1538. — By  order  of  the  queen,  bishop  Tunstall  levied  one-thousand 
men  within  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  for  placing  Norham  and  Ber- 
wick in  a  state  of  defence. — Surtees. 

1538. — Parish-registers  were  first  introduced  by  an  order  of 
Thomas  lord  Cromwell  this  year ;  but  they  did  not  come  generally 
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into  ufle  until  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  ussued  injunctions 
concerning  them,  in  the  1st  7th  and  39th  years  of  her  reign. 
Oliver  GromweU  was  particularly  careful  of  Parish-registers:  and 
a  person  was  elected  in  each  parish  for  the  express  purpose  of  keep- 
ing them ;  which  makes  a  writer  in  the  Elwick  register  with  great 
feeling  exclaim  "  Maryinge  by  justices,  election  of  regigters  by  par- 
ishoners,  and  the  use  of  ruling  elders,  first  came  into  fashion  in  die 
time  of  rebellion,  under  that  monster  of  nature,  and  bloody  tyrant, 
Oliver  Cromwell ! ! " — Sharp's  Chronicon  MirabUe. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  parish  registers  in  the  counties  of 
Durham  and  Northumberland,  with  the  dates  at  which  they  severally 
commence.  Extracted  from  the  "  Parish  Register  Abstract ""  printed 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1833. 

Note.— .C  Cuncy— P.  C  Perpetual  Cuncy— R.  Rectory — V.  Vicuage. 

DURHAM. 

CHESTER  WARD. 

Bedlington  V.  1654 Boldon,  R.  1571.— Chester-le-street  (with  Birtley) 

P.  C.  1582.— Ebchester  C.  1609.— Edmondbyers  R  1730.— Esh  C.  1756. 
— Oateshead  R.  1559.— Heworth  C.  1808.— Huntonworth  C.  1724.— 
Jarrow  (with  Heworth  till  1808)  P.  C.  1572.— Lamesley  C.  1603.— Lan- 
chester  P.  C.  1560.— Medomsley  C.  1608.— Monk wearmoath  P.  C.  1768. 

— Mu^leswick  P.  C.  1730.— Ryton  R.  1581.— Satley  C.  1797 South 

Shields  (St.  Hilda's)  C.  1653,— Tanfield  C.  1576.— Washington  R.  1603. 
—Whitburn  R.  1579.— Whickham  R.  1576.— Witton-Gilbert  P.  C.  157L 

DARLINOTOX  WARD. 

St.  Andrew  Auckland  P.  C.  1558.— St.  Helen  Auckland  C.  1593. — Great 
Aycliffe  V.  1560.— Barnard  Castle  C.  1609.— Branoepeth  R.  1599«— Cock- 
field  R.  1578.— Coniscliffe  V.  1590.— Darlington  P.  C.  1590.— Denton  C. 
1586.— E^lestone  C.  1795.— Escomb  P.  C.  1545.— Gainford  V.  1560.— 
Hamsterley  C.  1588— Haughton-le-Skeme  R.  1569.— Heighington  V. 
1559.— Merrington  V.  1578 — Middleton  R.  1578 — Staindrop  R.  1635.— 
Stanhope  R.  1595.— Weardale -St.- John  C.  1788— Whitworth  P.  C.  1569. 
Whorlton  C.  1626 — Winston  R.  1572.— Witton-le-Wear  P.  C.  1558, 
— Wolsingham  R.  1655. 

SAS1NGT0N   WARD. 

Castls-Eden  P.  C.  1720.— Croxdale  C.  1696.— Dalton-le-Dale  V,  1653 

Easington  R  1571  •— Houghton-le-Spring  R.  1563 Kelloe  V.  1693 — 

Monkhesilden  V.  1578 — Pensher  C.  J  754.— Pittington-Halgarth  V.  1574. 
— Seaham  V.  1646.— Sherbum  Hospital  C.  1678.— Trimdon  P.  C.  1720. 
— Wearmouth,  Bishop  R.  1567. 

STOCKTON   WARD. 

BiUingham  V.  1570.-  Bishopton  V.  1653.— Craike  R.  1538.— Dinsdale  R. 
1556.— E^lescliffe  R.  1539.— Elton  R.  1573.— Elwick-Hall  R  1592. 
— Greatham  V.  1566.— Grendon  V.  1565.— Hart  V.  1577— Hartlepool  P. 
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C.  1566.— Harworth  R.  1559 — Middleham,  Bishop  V.  1559.— Middleton- 
St.-6eQ^e  R.  1650.— Long-Newton  R.  1564.— Norton  V.  1574^»Red- 
marshall  R.  1559.— Sadberge  C.  1662 — Sedgefield  R.  1580.— Sockbum  V. 
1588. — Great-Stalnton  R.  1561  — Stockton-upon-Tees  V.  1621. — Stranton 
V.  1580.— Wolvi8ton  C.  1759. 

ISLANOSHIBB. 

Ancroft  P.  C.  1742— Holy  Island  P.  C.  1578.— Kytoe  P.  C.  1674— 
Tweedmouth  P.  C.  1711. 

NORHAMSHIBE. 

Cornhill  C.  1695.— Norham  V.  1653. 

DURHAM  CITY. 

The  Cathedral  Chnrch  C.  1609.— St.  Giles  P.  C.  1584.— St.  Margaret  C. 
1557.— St.  Mary-le-Bow  R.  1687.— St.  Mary-the-Less  R.  1559 — St. 
Nicholas  P.  C.  1553— St.  Oswald  V.  1538. 

SUNDERLAND  TOWN  R.  1719. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 

BAMBOROUOH  WARD. 

Bamborough  P.  C.  1638.— Beadnell  C.  1766— Belford  P.  C.  1661.— 
EUingham  V.  1695— Embleton  V.  1682  — Howick  R.  1678.— Lesbury  V. 
1691. — ^Longhoughton  V.  1646. — Lucker  C.  1769. — Rock  and  Bennington 
C.  1768. 

CABTLB  WARD. 

Long-Benton  V.  1669,— Cramlington  C.  1665 Earsdon  P.  C.  1589.— Oos- 

forth  P.  C.  1699.— Heddon-on-the-wall  V.  1656.— Horton  P.  C  1648.— 
Meldon  V.  1706.— Newbum  V.  1659.— Pouteland  V.  1602.— Stannington 
V.  1658— Tynemouth  V.  1607— Wall's-End  P.  C.  1669.— Whalton  R. 
1661.— Whitley  C.  1764. 

COQUBTDALE  WARD. 

AUenton  P.  C.  1719.— Alnham  V.  1688.— Alnwick  P.  C.  1645.— Edling- 
ham  V.  1669.— Eglingham  V.  1662.— Elsdon  R.  1675— Felton  V.  1653. 
— Framlington  P.  C,  1653. — Hallystone  P.  C.  Registers  with  AUenton, — 

Bderton  R.  1724.— Ingram  R.  1682 Rothbury  R.  1658.— Shilbottle  V. 

1690.— Whittingham  V.  1658. 

OLBNDALB  WARD. 

Branxton  and  Cornhill  V.  1739 Carham  P.  C.  1684— Chatton  V.  1715— 

Chillingham  V.  1696.— Doddington  P.  C.  1688.— Ford  R.  1683.— Kirk- 
newton  V.  1790— Lowick  P.  C.  1718.^Wooler  V.  1692. 

MORPETH  WARD. 

Bolam  V,  1661.— Bothal  R.  1678.— Hartburn  P.  C.  1678.— Hebbum  P.  C. 
leSO.—Long-Horsley  V.  1668.— Mitford  V.  1667.— Morpeth  R-  1584.— 
Netherwitton  P.  C.  1696— Ulgham  P.  C  1602.— Wark worth  V.  1676.— 
Widdrington  P.  C.  1698.— Woodhom  V.  (with  Newbigging  C)  1605.— 

TINDALB  WARD. 

Allendale  P.  C.  1662.— Bellingham  R.  1684— Birtley  P.  C.  1728— Blanch- 

2d 
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land  C.  1753— BvweU-St.-Andrew  V.  1668.— Bywell-St- Peter  V.  1663. 
— Chollerton  V.  1647— Corbridge  V.  1657.— Corsenaide  V.  1726.— FJ- 
■tone  R.  1742.— Greyatead  R.  ]  818. —Halt whistle  V.  1658.— Haydon  C. 
1654.— Hexham  P.  C.  1655.— Humihaugh  C.  1819.— St.  John-lie  P.  C. 
1664.— Kirk-Harle  V.  1692— Kirk- Haugh  R.  1686.— Kirk-Heaton  C. 
ReyUUm  with  Tkochringion.—  KJrk-Whelpington  V.  1679— Knaresdale 
R.  1695.- Lambley  P.  C.  1742.— Niaebaiiks  C.  1767— Ovingham  V.  167ft. 
—St.  Peter's  C.  180?.- Shotley  P.  C.  1670— Simonbume  R.  1681.— SU- 
ley  P.  C.  1714.— Stamfordham  V.  1662— Thockrington  P.  C.  1715.— 
Warden  and  Newbrough  V.  1695— Whitfield  R.  1612.— Wltbon stall  C. 
1754. 

TOWN  OF  NRWCASTLB-ITPON-TYNR. 

AU-SainU  P.  C.  1600 St.  Andrew  P.  C.  1597.— St.  John  P.  C.  1587— 

St.  Nichulas  V.  1558. 

TOWN  OF  BBBW1CK-DP0N>TW£ED  V.  1572. 

1538-1540. — When  Leland  wrote  his  Itinerary,  Warkworth  caaUe 
waa  in  thorough  repair.  At  that  period  the  Percy  family  wae  under 
attainder,  and  Warkworth  castle  waa  in  the  hands  of  the  crown ; 
where,  probably,  it  waa  neglected,  and  fell  into  decay.  In  a  survey 
that  was  taken  about  the  year  1567,  afber  the  family  ha^l  been  but 
a  few  years  restored,  Warkworth  castle  is  described  as  being  "  in 
great  decay,  as  well  in  the  coverleur  yebing  lead,  as  also  in  tymbere 
and  glass ;  and  without  some  help  of  reparacionea  it  will  come  to 
utter  ruin." — Border  Antiq. 


CHAPTER  X. 


N  the   12th  of  January  1539,  Robert 
Blakeney,  prior,  with  firteen  monks  and 
three  novices,  aurrendered   the  monas- 
tery of  Tynemouth  to  king  Henry  VIII. 
An   annual   pension  of  eighty  pounds 
was  assigned  to  the  prior,  and  smaller 
ones  to  each  of  the  monks  and  novices. 
The   poBsesBione  of  this  monastery,  at 
the  dissolution,  were  very  large,  having 
twenty-seven  villas  in  Northumberiand 
with  their  royalties.      They   had  also 
the  tythos  of  various  other  villages  in  Northumberland  and  Durham. 
Several  messuages  in  Newcastle  belonged  to  them,  as  also  the  im- 
propriations and  advowsons  of  numerous  churches  in  Northumberland. 
The  village  of  Benwell,  near  Newcastle,  belonged  to  this  monastery, 
and  the  old  tower  there   was  the  place  where  the  priors  of  Tyne- 
mouth had  their  summer  residence.     To  this  tower,  after  the  sup- 
pression of  the  monastery,  prior  Blakeney  appears  to  have  retired. 
(Brand)  This  edifice,  after  being  for  several  years  untenanted,  and 
in  ruins,  was  entirely  demolished,  A.  D.  1831. 

December  31. — The  prior,  Hugh  Whitehed,  and  convent,  sur- 
rendered the  monastery  of  Durham  to  the  king.  The  whole  of  these 
institutions  in  Northumberland  and  Durham,  were,  about  the  same 
period,  suppressed,  and  their  plate,  revenues,  and  other  property, 
taken  possession  of  for  the  king. — Surtees. 

1541  (May  1). — King  Henry  VIII.  granted  his  charter  of  foun- 
dation to  the  new  cathedral  of  Durham,  to  which  he  restored  nearly 
all  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  convent. — Stirteet. 

This  yew,  while  the  king  was  at  York,  expecting  an  interview 
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with  the  king  of  Scotland,  which  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  which 
would  have  taken  place  if  James  had  not  broken  the  appointment ; 
the  mayor  of  Newcastle  waited  upon  him  with  a  present  of  d^lOO. 
The  year  following  hostilities  re-commenced  between  the  two  king- 
doms.— Brand. 

1543. — On  the  death  of  James  V.  of  Scotland,  King  Henry 
projected  a  marriage  between  his  son  Edward  then  but  five  years 
of  age,  and  Mary  the  infant  queen  of  that  kingdom  (the  beauti- 
ful and  unfortunate  Mary  queen  of  Scots) ;  certain  Scottish  nobles, 
who  had  been  made  prisoners  at  a  late  defeat  near  Sol  way, -were 
deputed  into  Scotland  for  this  purpose,  where  they  arrived  about 
the  middle  of  January,  having  first  delivered  hostages  to  the  duke 
of  Suffolk,  lieutenant  of  the  north,  at  Newcastle,  for  their  return. 
Faction,  however,  prevented  also  this  laudable  intention  of  extin- 
guishing the  inveterate  animosity  of  the  two  nations. — Bidpath. 

1544  (Mar.  10). — Henry  VIII.  granted  the  Black  Friary  in 
Newcastle  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  that  town. — Pict,  of  Newe, 

1544  (Mar.  21). — An  invasion  of  Scotland  having  been  deter- 
mined on,  Edward  Seymour,  earl  of  Hertford,  and  John  Dudley 
lord  high  admiral,  were  appointed  for  this  expedition.  The  former 
led  the  army  to  Newcastle.  The  lord  high  admiral  arrived  at 
Tynemouth  on  the  above  day,  with  a  fleet  of  men  of  war  and  two- 
hundred  transports,  on  board  of  which  ten-thousand  men  were  em- 
barked about  the  end  of  April  for  Scotland,  and  having  landed  at 
Leith,  and  become  masters  of  Edinburgh,  which  they  sacked  and 
burnt,  they  returned  to  Berwick  on  the  18th  day  of  May. — RidpcUh, 

About  this  time  the  plague  raged  at  Newcastle. — Brcmd. 

1545  (May  2). — At  an  array  of  forces  destined  to  act  against 
Scotland,  the  bishop  of  Durham  had  of  able  men,  archers  two-hun- 
dred and  sixty,  spearmen  four,  bill-men  four-hundred  and  ninety- four. 
— Swrtees, 

September  6. — The  English  crossed  the  Scottish  border  under  the 
earl  of  Hertford ;  but  the  array  was  but  indifierently  supplied,  and 
the  money-chests  empty.  On  this  occasion  Hertford  burnt  and 
destroyed  even  more  savagely  than  on  former  occasions,  employing 
on  this  work  a  vast  number  of  Irish  kerns,  who  had  been  brought 
over  for  the  purpose.  He  had  also  with  him  a  great  number  of  for- 
eign mercenaries — Spaniards,  and  Italians,  who,  though  brave  and 
admirably  trained,  were  ferocious  and  lawless.  At  Kelso  the  poor 
monks  attempted  to  defend  the  abbey,  and  boldly  repulsed  the  Span- 
ish adventurers ;  but  Hertford  brought  up  his  heavy  guns,  made  a 
breach,  and  carried  the  church.  Retreating  to  the  tower  or  belfry, 
the  monks  there  prolonged  the  struggle,  but  the  tower  was  battered 


A.  D.  1547.] 


TABLE   BOOK 


205 


and  stormed,  and  every  monk  butchered.  The  abbeys  of  Melrose  and 
Dryburgh  experienced  a  similar  fate.  All  this  havoc  was  grateful  to 
the  sight  of  the  noble  Seymour,  who  wrote  boastingly  to  his  royal 
master,  that  he  had  done  more  damage  in  Scotland  by  fire  than 
had  been  done  for  the  last  hundred  years.  In  less  than  three 
weeks  Hertford  retreated  and  disbanded  his  starving  forces. — Pict. 
HUt.Eng. 

1546. — The  ordinary  of  the  company  of  felt-makers,  curriers,  and 

armourers,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  is  dated 
October  1st  this  year.  It  enjoined  them  to 
go  together  in  procession  at  the  feast  of  Cor- 
pus Christi,  bear  the  charges  of  the  lights^ 
pageants,  and  play,  and  be  there  at  the  hour 
assigned  them,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound 
of  wax.  That  none  born  out  of  the  king^s 
dominion  should  work  with  them,  unless 
he  were  denizen,  or  for  urgent  causes  to  be 
admitted  by  the  mayor  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  o^40.  sterling. 
A.D.  1719,  this  society  made  a  singular  order,  that  no  quaker 
should  be  taken  apprentice,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  d^lOO.  The 
company  meet  in  Herber  tower.  Their  armorial  bearings  are 
given  above. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Comp. 

1547   (Aug.  28). — An  army  was  prepared  for  the  invasion  of 
Scotland,  under  the  command  of  Edward  Seymour,  duke  of  Somer- 
set, lord  protector  during  the  minority  of  Edward  VI.     The  army 
first  assembled  at  Newcastle,  and  were  there  mustered  on  the  above 
day  by  John  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick.     Here  they  remained  three 
days,  during  which  time,  "  A  newe  paire  of  gallowes  were  set  up  in 
the  market  place,  and  a  souldier  hanged  for  quarrellying  and  fight- 
yng.*"     By  this  time  a  fleet  of  thirty-four  ships  of  war,  thirty  tran- 
sports, and  a  galley,   under  the  conunand  of  sir  George  Clinton, 
had  arrived,  when  a  general  muster  was  made,  and  the  army  which 
consisted  of  eighteen-thousand  marched  to  Berwick,  where  they  lay 
encamped  without  the  walls,  after  which  they  defeated  the  Scots 
near  Musselburgh,  September  10,   when  thirteen-thousand  of  the 
latter  were  slain.    After  this  expedition,  he  returned  to  Newcastle, 
where  he  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  Robert  Brandling, 
then  mayor. — Brand. 

1547. — This  appears  to  have  been  the  date  of  incorporation  of  the 
company  of  barkers  and  tanners,  of  the  city  of  Durham,  but  their 
original  ordinary  and  their  earliest  records  are  lost. — Surtees. 
This  year,  all  the  sands  called  shores  in  the  river  Tyne,  were 
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settled  on  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,   for  the  maintenance  of 
that  town  and  preservation  of  the  port  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

The  earl  of  Huntley  was  taken  near  Musselburgh  in  1547;  and, 
this  year,  sir  Robert  Camegy,  of  Kynard,  knt.,  was  sent  into  Eng- 
land to  require  him  to  be  delivered  on  payment  of  a  reasonable  ran- 
som; and  if  that  could  not  for  the  present  be  granted,  to  desire 
license  for  his  lady  to  repair  to  him,  and  remain  in  England  with  him. 
*^  The  Protectour  &  his  counsale  wald  in  no  wayis  aggre  that  the  erle 
of  Huntlie  should  be  suffered  to  depairt  for  any  ransone  befoir  the 
ende  of  the  warris,  bot  yit  war  content,  that  he  mycht  pas  towart  the 
boiurdouris,  alwayis  being  in  the  gairde,  and  keping  of  sir  Bauff 
Avaine  his  taker,  and  thair  that  his  lady  shuld  be  permittit  to  repair 
towart  him  for  certane  dayis.  Sir  Robert  Camegy  being  retumit 
with  this  answer,  the  erle  accompaneit  with  his  taker,  and  mony  uther 
gentill  men  appointit  for  his  moir  suir  keping,  depairted  from  Lundon 
be  jornay  north,  and  came  to  Morpethe,  being  xij  myle  distante  frome 
Scotlande,  the  xxij  day  of  December,  quhair  he  was  appointit  to  re- 
maine  for  the  cuming  of  his  lady  frome  Edinburgh,  quha  was  thair 
resident.  Bot  it  happinnit  so  that  he  maid  furth  the  rest  of  the 
jornay  towart  hir  him  self;  for  one  gentill  man  called  George  Kar, 
bordurar,  come  to  ye  town  of  Morpeth  the  nyght,  and  one  man  with 
him,  with  two  guid  horsses  led,  and  awaitit  at  the  back  syd  of  the 
tonne  for  receaving  of  the  erle  and  one  servand  with  him.  Eftir 
supper,  the  erle  playit  at  cartis  with  his  keparis,  and  thinking  lang 
for  sum  advertisment  frome  the  said  sir  George,  quhairby  he  mycht 
know  all  to  be  in  redines,  he  raise  and  past  to  the  wyndock  of  the 
chalmer,  and  luiking  furth  and  perceaving  it  to  be  verrey  mirke,  and 
the  signe  be  the  quhilk  he  understuid  all  to  be  reddy  for  his  depart- 
ing, he  chansed  opinlie  to  say  thir  wordis,  quhilkis  he  suddantlie 
repented  thaireftir :  '  Ane  mirk  nycht,  ane  wearie  knycht,  ane  wilsum 
way,  and  knowis  not  quahair  to  go,  God  be  my  gyd."*  Sir  Rauff 
Avane,  his  kepar,  hering  this  speches,  he  inquired  at  the  erle  quhat 
he  meaned  be  these  words.  He  answered  that  it  was  ane  ancient  saying 
in  Scotland,  and  was  first  said  be  the  ould  erle  of  Mortoun,  quhen  he 
wes  lying  to  die,  and  sence  hes  bene  used  in  all  tymes  as  ane  proverbe 
in  that  realme ;  and  for  removing  of  all  suspitione,  he  entered  to  the 
cartes  agane  with  thame ;  bot  vdthin  ane  short  space  he  gaif  his 
place  to  ane  uther  to  play  for  him,  and  past  as  it  wer  to  do  sum 
necesser  effairs  of  his  awin ;  and  suddantlie  he  and  his  servant,  callit 
Johne  Innes,  departed  at  ane  back  duire  of  the  ludgeing,  and  wes 
receaved  be  George  Kar,  and  suirlie  convoyit  throuch  the  bordouris 
of  Inglande,  and  part  our  the  merchis  befoir  day  licht  was  cumin ; 
and  eftir  he  was  cum  to  the  watter  of  Tueid,  he  reposed  him  a  cer- 
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tane  space  in  the  said  G^orgeis  awin  house,  and  departed  that  same 
nyoht,  being  }ruill/'*  (jul^O  ^'evin  to  Edinburgh,  quhair  he  wes 
receaved  be  the  queue,  the  govemour,  his  awin  lady  and  utheris  his 
freindis,  quaha  was  awating  on  his  cuming,  to  the  gret  rejosing  and 
confort  of  thame  all;  quhilk  was  the  caus,  that  thay  keped  thair 
yuill  feistes  with  gretar  merines  nor  uther  wayis  thay  had  done. 
Suddantlie  efter  his  departing  furth  of  his  chalmer  in  Morpeth,  he 
was  missed,  and  gret  diligence  was  maid,  for  all  the  cumpany  went 
to  thair  horsses  to  serche  for  him  and  follow.  Bot  the  nycht  was 
veirey  mirke,  and  the  most  parte  of  his  keparis  wer  southland  men 
and  no  borduraris,  and  so  none  of  thame  wes  so  perfyt  a  gyd  in  that 
cuntrey  as  was  Oeoige  Ear,  quha  careit  his  pray  with  him,  notwith- 
standing of  the  gret  diligence  thay  maid  to  foUowe  and  stay  the 
same.^ — HodgsonCB  Norihd, 

Berwick  after  undeigoing  various  sieges  by  both  nations,  was  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Edward  VI.,  and  queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  made 
a  cownty  towny  and  as  Bymer  notes  it,  ^^  a  free  town,  independent  of 
both  nations.**^ — Fuller's  Berwick. 

1649  (Nov.  6). — ^Bishop  Tunstall  confirmed  the  ordinary  of  the 
incorporated  company  of  drapers  and  tailors,  of  the  city  of  Durham. 
— Surtees. 

1549. — The  Scotch,  under  the  command  of  D'^Esse,  a  French 
general  of  great  military  skill,  made  an  attack  upon  the  castle  of 
Ford,  and  laid  the  greatest  part  of  it  in  ashes. — Bidpnth. 

1550. — Great  repairs  were  made  in  the  fortress  of  Berwick,  which 
amounted  to  so  large  a  sum  as  jP6,000. — FuUer^s  Berwick, 

1551. — ^A  treaty  was  signed  in  the  church  of  Norham,  between 
the  commissioners  of  England  and  Scotland. — lUd, 

1551. — John  Knox  the  apostle  of  the  Scottish  reformation,  was 
sent  by  the  English  government  to  preach  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
wh^re  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  his  future  wife,  Marjery,  sister 
to  sir  George  Bowes,  knight  marshal. — WCriis  Life  of  Knox. 

1552.  (March  12). — The  royal  grammar  school  at  Morpeth  was 
founded  by  charter  of  Edward  the  sixth. — Hodgeoi/Cs  Norihd. 

A  craft  or  fraternity  of  vintners  appear  to  have  existed  in  New- 
castle at  this  time,  when  mention  of  them  occurs  in  the  books  of  the 
merchant  adventurers. — Brand. 

The  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  demised,  for  a 
term  of  years,  the  house  of  the  Black-Friars  with  its  appurtenances 
of  orchards,  gardens,  &c.  to  nine  of  the  mysteries,  or  most  ancient 
trades  of  the  town,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  forty-two  shillings,  a  ninth 
part  of  which  was  to  be  paid  by  each  company,  to  the  respective  uses 
of  which,  as  meeting-houses,  were  portioned  out  the  several  apartments 
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of  the  monastery.  It  still  continues  the  property  of  the  several  com- 
panies to  whom  it  was  demised,  by  whom  it  has  been  preserved  from 
dilapidation. — Ibid. 

In  the  months  of  July  and  August,  the  earl  of  Northumberland, 
as  lord  warden  general  of  all  the  marches,  diligently  surveyed  them 
in  person.  He  was  at  Newcastle,  August  12,  where  he  appointed 
lord  Wharton  his  deputy.  Several  articles  of  discipline  relating  to 
the  defence  of  the  borders  were  established  or  revived  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  watches  by  day  and  night  were  stationed  in  each  of  the  marches. 
These  were  under  the  superintendence  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  each,  or  of  the  officers  and  tenants  of  the  king, 
who  were  intitled  overseers  to  set  and  search  them. — Ridpath, 

1553. — John  Dudley,  the  powerful  and  ambitious  duke  of  North- 
umberland, procured  an  act  of  parliament  for  dividing  the  see  of 
Durham  into  two  distinct  bishoprics,  and  in  the  same  year,  on  the 
accession  of  queen  Mary,  the  see  was  ordered  to  be  re-established, 
and  "fully  and  wholly  revived,  erected  and  have  its  being  in  the 
like  manner  and  form  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  it  was  of  old 
time  used  and  accustomed.**^ — Sharp's  Hartlepool. 

Gateshead  was,  this  year,  annexed,  by  act  of  parliament,  to  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, but  was  restored  to  the  county  of  Durham  in  the 
year  1554. — Gardiner^ 8  England's  Ghrievance. 

August  18. — John  Dudley,  duke  of  Northumberland,  and  his  eldest 
son,  John  earl  of  Warwick,  were  arraigned  at  Westminster  Hall,  on 
a  charge  of  treason,  in  having  proclaimed  the  lady  Jane  Grey.  The 
duke  hesitated  at  no  meanness  to  avert  his  doom ;  but  self-prostra- 
tion was  of  no  avail.  When  sentence  was  passed  he  craved  the 
favour  of  such  a  death  as  was  usually  allowed  to  noblemen ;  and  on 
Tuesday  the  22nd  of  August,  he  was  beheaded  on  Tower  Hill. — Pict. 
Hist.  Eng. 

This  year,  it  was  enacted  by  act  of  parliament,  that  in  Newcastle 
there  should  be  no  greater  number  than  four  taverns  or  wine  sellers 
to  sell  or  utter  wine  by  retail. — AndersorCs  Die.  of  Com. 

This  year,  Morpeth  first  sent  members  to  parliament.  Lord 
Dacre,  at  this  time,  was  warden-general  of  the  marches  between 
England  and  Scotland,  and  this  franchise  to  his  borough  here, 
of  the  privilege  of  sending  members  to  parliament,  was  probably 
granted  him  to  strengthen  his  hands  in  supporting  the  political  and 
religious  views  of  Mary  and  her  court.  John  Watson  and  William 
Ward  were  the  first  members  returned. — Hodgson^s  Northd. 

1555  (October  16). — Nicholas  Ridley,  the  venerable  bishop  of 
London,  suffered  martyrdom,  along  with  his  friend  Latimer,  being 
burnt  at  a  stake  befiare  Baliol  coUege,  Oxford.    He  veas  bom  at 
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Willimoteswick,  in  Northumberland,  and  received  the  rudiments  of 
his  education  at  Newcastle,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Pembroke- 
hall,  Cambridge,  where  he  detained  a  fellowship  in  1524.  He  was 
master  of  Pembroke-hall  in  1540;  prebendary  of  Canterbury  in 
1542 ;  bishop  of  Rochester  in  1547,  and  in  1550,  bishop  of  London. — 
Hiit  ofNorihd. 

1557. — Bishop  Tunstall,  granted  a  charter  to  the  company  of 
glovers,  within  the  borough  of  Gateshead ;  he  also  incorporated  the 
barkers  and  tanners  of  Grateshead. — Surtees. 

June  23. — The  same  year,  by  a  decree  of  the  privy  council,  the 
number  of  Aldermen  of  Newcastle,  were  increased  from  six  to  ten. — 
Brand. 

October  13. — The  English  having  sent  a  considerable  army,  under 
the  conunand  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  sir  Andrew  Ker  engaged  them 
at  the  bottom  of  Cheviot  hills.  The  battle  was  maintained  with 
great  gallantry  and  spirit  on  both  sides,  till  the  Scots,  overpowered  by 
numbers  fled.  Sir  Andrew  Ker  was  taken  prisoner,  and  a  mmfiber  of 
brave  men  were  killed  on  both  sides. — Scoffs  Border  Exploits. 

1558. — Sir  Henry  Percy  was  defeated  by  the  Scots,  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Bothwell,  at  a  place  called  Haltwellsweire, 
in  the  parish  of  Ford.  Percy  made  a  gallant  attack  at  the  head  of 
one  thousand  horse ;  but  his  cavalry  being  thrown  into  disorder  by  a 
sudden  discharge  of  fire  arms  from  a  party  of  the  Scots,  fled  in  dis- 
order and  were  pursued  over  the  Till.  Bothwell  took  above  one 
hundred  and  twenty  prisoners,  among  whom  were  Errington  and 
Ker,  captains  of  the  light  horse. — BidpatA. 

This  year,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  was  in  great  danger  of  having 
been  surprised  by  the  French,  who  intended  by  that  way  to  have 
invaded  England.  A  rendezvous  of  military  forces  was  appointed  to 
be  at  that  town  on  the  25th  of  January  following,  in  order  to  repel 
them. — Brand. 

1559  (June  20). — By  a  charter,  bearing  this  date,  Cuthbert  Tun- 
stall, bishop  of  Durham,  re-incorporated  and  confirmed  the  com- 
pany of  barkers  and  tanners  of  Gateshead,  approving  of  and  reciting 
the  laws  and  ordinances  by  which  they  had  been  previously  gov- 
erned.— Gateshd.  Corp.  Enq. 

This  year,  as  Mr.  Anderson,  a  merchant  and  alderman  of  Newcastle, 
was  leaning  over  the  bridge  at  that  place,  and  handling  his  ring,  he 
dropt  it  into  the  river.  Some  time  after,  his  servant  bought  a  sal- 
mon in  the  market,  in  which  the  same  ring  was  found,  and  most 
unexpectedly  restored  to  its  owner.  The  ring  is  in  possession  of 
the  family  of  the  Bev.  E.  Anderson,  of  Yorkshire.  It  has  a  fish 
engraven  under  the  signet. — Brand. 
'\  2e 
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1559. — Queen  Elizabeth,  who  began  her  reign  this  year,  founded 
in  Berwick  a  free  grammar  school,  and  placed  it  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  guild  of  that  town. — HvichinaorCs  Northd. 

About  the  end  of  this  year,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  arrived  at  New- 
castle, as  lord  lieutenant  general  of  the  north,  to  muster  an  army, 
which  in  conjunction  with  a  fleet  of  ships  of  war,  were  intended  to 
support  the  protestant  party  in  Scotland,  against  the  great  forces 
that  had  been  transported  thither  by  the  French.  -Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  a  letter  to  the  duke,  dated  December  the  30th,  desires  him  to 
borrow  seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds  of  the  Newcastle  merchants, 
till  her  own  money  should  arrive,  the  carriage  of  which  was  trouble- 
some and  tedious  during  winter.  By  letters  from  his  grace  at 
Newcastle,  to  the  privy  council  dated  February  16  and  20,  it 
appears  that  ships  of  that  town  were  to  be  weU  provided  and  sent 
to  sea  within  ten  days,  carrying  400  soldiers,  besides  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  mariners  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  royal  fleet,  then 
lying  in  Edinburgh  Frith.  The  queen^s  commissioners,  sir  William 
Cecil,  knt.,  her  principal  secretary,  and  Doctor  Wotton,  dean  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  were  appointed  to  meet  and  treat  with  those 
of  the  French  king,  and  to  be  at  Newcastle  by  the  5th  of  June  the 
same  year. — Bidpath.    Brand, 

1560  (Dec.  26). — The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  election 
of  James  Pilkington,  the  first  protestant  prelate  of  the  diocese.  He 
visited  his  cathedral  in  1561  and  in  1567,  and  probably  in  the 
latter  year  felt  no  reluctance  in  executing  the  instructions  of  the 
queen'^s  commissioners  for  the  removal  of  superstitious  books  and 
ornaments,  and  defacing  idolatrous  figures  from  the  church  plate. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  under  the  earls  of  Northumber- 
land and  Westmoreland,  bishop  Pilkington  fled  into  the  south  with 
his  wife  and  children.  He  died  at  Auckland  on  the  2Srd  of 
January,  1575. — Surtees. 

1561. — Queen  Elizabeth  appointed,  lord  Hunsdon,  governor  of 
Berwick,  to  take  the  charge  and  government  of  the  town  of  New- 
castle and  county  of  Northumberland,  under  the  earl  of  Essex. — 
Brand, 

October  6. — Bishop  Pilkington  confirmed  the  ordinary  of  the  in- 
corporated company  of  mercers,  grocers,  haberdashers,  ironmongers, 
and  salters  of  the  city  of  Durham. — Surtees, 

1562. — Died,  in  London,  Thomas  Gibson,  or  Gybson,  a  native  of 
Morpeth.  Gibson,  was  not  only  like  his  townsman  and  contempor- 
ary, Turner,  famous  for  his  knowledge  in  divinity,  physic,  and  botany, 
but  was  one  of  the  early  English  printers.  Bale  mentions  him  in 
terms  of  high  commendation,  and  says,  his  cures  were  almost  incre- 
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dible.  He  entered  zealously  into  the  spirit  of  the  Reformation,  and 
wrote  in  itfl  favour ;  but,  during  the  Marian  persecution,  fled  to  the 
continent,  from  whence  he  returned  on'  the  accession  of  Elizabeth, 
and  settled  in  London.  His  works  were  1.  "  The  concordance  of 
the  New  Testament."*^  2.  "  A  Treatise  behoouefuU,  as  well  as  to 
preserue  the  people  from  the  pestilence,  as  to  help  and  recouer  them, 
that  be  infected  with  the  same.'*'  3.  "The  Great  Herball  newly 
corrected.*"  4.  "  A  Paraphrase  on  the  Psalms.**'  5.  "  A  summe  of 
the  artes  and  decrees  of  the  bishops  of  Rome,''  6.  "  A  breue  Cron- 
yde  of  the  Byshope  of  Rome's  Blessynge,"  &c.  All  his  works  were 
printed  by  himself,  excepting  the  last  mentioned:  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  printed  for  any  other  person. — HodgsofCs  Northd. 

1564. — ^A  person  of  the  name  of  Partrage  was  executed  at  New- 
castle, for  coining  false  money  in  that  town.  "This  year,  1564, 
Partrage  was  put  down  for  coyning  false  money  in  the  great  innes,  in 
Pilgrim  Street." — Brand. 

This  year  a  conference  was  held  at  Berwick  on  the  subject  of  the 
marriage  of  Mary,  queen  of  Scots,  with  Dudley,  earl  of  Leicester. — 

1565  (Jan.  30). — Bishop  Pilkington  granted  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration to  the  inhabitants  of  Durham  and  Framwellgate,  appointing 
Christopher  Sewerties  the  first  alderman,  and  William  Walton,  Wil- 
liam Wright,  Robert  Anderson,  Christopher  Mayor,  Thomas  Knigh- 
ton, Hugh  Whitfield,  Edward  Hudspeth,  Peter  Pattenson,  William 
Harper,  Gilbert  Nixon,  Edward  Renelly,  and  John  Anderson,  the  first 
assistant  burgesses.  Previous  to  this,  the  chief  ofiicer  in  the  city  was 
styled  bailiff. — Surtees, 

March  3. — The  company  of  fullers  and  feltmakers,  of  the  city 
of  Durham,  were  incorporated  by  charter  from  bishop  Pilkington, 
by  the  designation  of  "  Clothworkers  and  Walkers." — Ibid, 

1566  (March  9). — After  the  murder  of  Rizzio,  the  favourite  of 
Mary  queen  of  Scots,  which  took  place  on  the  above  day,  the  earl  of 
Morton,  with  the  lords  Ruthven,  Maitland,  and  Lindsay,  fled  to 
Newcastle,  where  lord  Ruthven  falling  ill  of  a  fever,  departed  this  life. 
His  death  occasioned  little  regret,  and  his  name  lives  in  history  only 
as  that  of  a  titled  murderer.  Morton  and  his  son  continued  lurking 
near  Alnwick,  and  other  places  on  the  borders,  till  they  obtained 
their  pardon  and  were  restored. — Bidpath. 

Nov.  9. — Mary  queen  of  Scots,  after  superintending  the  proceed- 
ings of  circuit  courts  at  Jedburgh,  a  common  practice,  at  regular 
seasons,  with  Scottish  sovereigns ;  and  being  desirous  to  see  Berwick 
afar  off,  ascended  Hallidon  Hill,  being  well  escorted  by  troops  of  bor- 
derers on  horseback.    The  English  garrison  of  Berwick  honoured  her 
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with  many  shota  of  artillery :  and  sir  John  Forster,  one  of  the  war* 
dens  of  the  English  border,  came,  with  other  ofHcera,  out  of  Berwidt, 
and  conferred  with  her  majesty  as  to  the  keeping  of  good  order  in  those 
wild  districts.  ^Vhilc  sir  John  was  talking  with  the  queen,  his  courser 
reared,  and,  in  coming  down,  struck  with  hia  fore  feet  her  majestj'B 
leg  and  hurt  her  much.  Incontinent,  the  warden  leaped  off  his  horse 
and  sate  down  upon  his  kneea,  craving  pardon  at  her  grace,  for  then 
all"  England  bore  her  majesty  great  reverence.  Her  majesty  made 
him  to  rise,  and  said  that  she  was  not  hurt ;  yet  it  compelled  her 
majesty  to  tarry  two  days  at  the  castle  of  Hume,  until  she  was  well 
again.  In  1588,  James  Yl.  of  Scotland  went  through  the  same 
ceremony  and  received  the  same  warlike  salute. — Melmlle.  Fuller's 
Berwick. 

1567  (Jmie  15). — Queen  Elizabeth  by  charter  founded  a  grammar 
school  at  Darlington,  through  the  solicitations  of  Henry  earl  of  Dar- 
lington, and  bishop  Pilkington,  whose  influence  the  inhabitants  had 
sought  for  that  purpose.  A  portrait  of  the  royal  foundress  with  her 
charter  in  her  hand,  was  placed  in  the  school  by  the  late  Cfeorgt) 
Allan,  Esq.,  F.  S.  A.,  as  a  memorial  of  his  gratitude  in  having 
received  part  of  his  education  there. — Surtees. 

In  a  survey,  made  this  year,  by  order  of  the  Percy  family, 
the  village,  bridge,  and  bridge- tower,  of  Wark worth  are  thus 
noticed :  "  of  the  north  parte,  in  an  angle  within  the  sayM  water, 
[the  Coquet]  is  situate  a  towne,  called  the  borough  of  Warkworth, 
and  the  parish  church :  and  at  the  north  end  thereof  a  bridge  over 
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the  water,  and  a  little  towre  buyld  on  th^  ende  of  the  sayd  bridge, 
where  a  pare  of  gates  ys  hanged :  and  now  the  said  towre  ys  with- 
out roof  and  covar ;  and  without  amendment  will  in  short  tyme  ut- 
terlye  decay ;  it  shall  be  therefore  very  requisete  that  the  towre  be 
with  all  speed  repared,  and  the  gates  hanged  upe,  which  shall  be  a 
great  surety  and  comoditye  for  the  towne.^  The  recommendation 
to  repair  the  tower  was  not  attended  to,  as  there  was  little  reason 
at  that  time  to  apprehend  danger  from  the  hostile  inclusions  of  the 
Soots.  The  little  bridge-tower  is  not  yet  decayed,  and  unless  pur- 
posely pulled  down  to  widen  the  road,  appears  not  unlikely  to  stand 
for  three  hundred  years  to  come. — BambUs  in  Northd. 

1568  (July  7). — Died  in  London,  William  Turner,  M.  D.  a  native 
of  Morpeth,  and  a  character  entitled  to  high  consideration  for  his 
learning  and  labours.  Dr.  Turner  was  one  of  the  earliest  writers  on 
ornithology  and  botany  in  England ;  he  also  wrote  several  pieces  on 
theological  subjects,  and  was  so  strenuous  a  supporter  of  the  Refor- 
mation, and  so  determined  an  antagonist  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
that  to  avoid  persecution  during  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  an  asylum  abroad.  Nor  did  he  meddle  with  theo- 
logical subjects  without  a  title,  for  he  was  a  divine  as  well  as  a  phy- 
sician. Baker  inform  us  that  he  was  admitted  fellow  of  Pembroke- 
hall,  Cambridge,  in  1531.  The  same  author  also  says  that  ^*  he  was  in 
deacon'^s  orders  at  least ;  for  on  March  20,  1536,  he  had  a  title  from 
his  college,  and  was  then  Fellow  and  Master  of  Arts  ''^  Turner  was 
highly  esteemed  by  foreign  naturalists,  and  was  a  friend  and  corres- 
pondent of  the  celebrated  Conrad  Gesner,  to  whose  great  work 
*'*•  Historia  Animalium,^  he  contributed  a  brief  account  of  the  fishes 
of  England.  His  ^^  Herbal  ^  is  the  most  common  of  all  his  works. — 
HodgwfkS  Northd,    Bumbles  in  Northd. 

1569  (Nov). — Memorand. — That  a  certain  Italian  brought  into 
the  cittee  of  Doresme  y®  11th  of  June  in  y'  year  aforesayd,  a  very 
greate,  strange,  and  monstrous  serpent,  in  length  sixteene  feete,  in 
quantitie  and  dimensions  greeter  than  a  greate  horse,  which  same 
was  taken  and  killed  by  speciall  policie  in  Ethiopia,  within  the  Turk'^s 
dominions.  But  before  it  was  killed,  it  had  devoured  (as  is  credibly 
thought)  more  than  a  thousande  persons,  and  also  destroied  a  whoUe 
contrey. — Beg,  of  St,  Nicholas"^  Dwrham, 

In  this  year  the  rebellion  of  the  north,  having  for  its  objects  the 
liberation  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots  and  the  restoration  of  the  Roman 
catholic  religion,  broke  out.  The  rebels  under  the  command  of  the 
earls  of  Westmoreland  and  Northumberland  entered  Durham  at  the 
head  of  an  armed  force  from  Brancepeth,  on  the  14th  of  November,  de- 
stroyed the  books  of  common  prayer  and  the  bibles,  and  commanded 
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mass  to  be  sung  in  the  cathedral.  They  immediately  collected  such 
forces  as  they  could  bring  together,  and  marched  by  Darlington,  Rich- 
mond, Northallerton,  &c.,  to  Wetherby,  and  mustered  all  their  forces 
on  Clifford  Moor,  amounting  to  three  thousand  eight  hundred  foot  and 
about  one  thousand  seven  hundred  horsemen.  Whether  from  want 
of  aid  from  other  parts,  want  of  money,  or  want  of  confidence  in 
themselves,  they  suddenly  retreated  to  the  county  of  Durham,  and  be- 
sieged Barnard  castle,  which  was  held  by  sir  George  Bowes  for  the 
queen.  He  sustained  a  siege  for  ten  days ;  but  from  treachery 
within,  and  want  of  water,  he  was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  honourable 
terms,  and  marched  out  with  the  garrison  to  join  the  earl  of  Sussex 
who  was  advancing  from  York.  They  met  at  Sessay  on  the  12th 
December,  and  sir  Greorge  Bowes  was  appointed  provost  marshal  of 
the  army,  which  advanced  to  the  county  of  Durham,  backed  by  the 
army  of  the  south,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  lord 
Clinton.  On  their  approach  the  earls  disbanded  their  foot  on  the 
16th  December,  and  fled  with  their  horse  to  Hexham  and  Naworth, 
where  they  were  pursued,  and  they  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in 
Scotland.  The  estates  of  the  principal  rebels  were  confiscated. 
Forty  constables,  with  alderman  Struther,  parson  Plumtree,  and 
several  citizens,  were  executed  in  the  market  place  at  Durham,  on 
the  6th  January,  and  the  number  of  executions  amounted  to  about 
seven  hundred.  The  earl  of  Westmoreland  escaped  to  Flanders,  and 
died  in  poverty  at  Newport  in  1601.  The  earl  of  Northumberland 
was  imprisoned  at  Loughleven  and  sold  by  the  regent  Mar  for  <f  2000 
to  queen  Elizabeth,  and  he  was  brought  to  York,  where  he  was  exe- 
cuted on  the  22nd  August,  1572. — Memoriak  of  the  Rebellion, 

1570. — The  date  of  incorporation  of  the  company  of  curriers  and 
chandlers,  of  the  city  of  Durham,  is  unknown,  but  their  charter  is 
attested  by  Christopher  Maire,  alderman,  probably  about  1570. — 
Surtees, 

1571. — ^By  the  attainder  of  Charles,  earl  of  Westmoreland,  the 
barony  and  castle  of  Bywell  were  forfeited  to  the  crown.  Bywell 
was  the  barony  of  the  Baliol  family  for  many  generations,  Guy  de 
Baliol  being  invested  therewith  by  William  Bufus. — Bord.  Awtiq, 

1572. — The  shire  of  Hexham  was  formally  united  to  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  by  act  of  parliament. — HodgsovCs  Northd. 

1574  (April  2). — Queen  Elizabeth  by  charter  founded  "  the  free 
grammar-school  and  alms-house  of  Kepyer,  in  Houghton-le-Spring, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,^  and  appointed  John  Heath  of  Kepyer, 
esq.,  and  Bernard  Gilpin,  rector  of  Houghton,  the  first  governors. 
The  eminently  pious  Gilpin  during  his  life  superintended  this  insti- 
tution with  the  most  pains-taking  solicitude, — Surtees. 
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1575  (April  5). — Richard  Barnes,  bishop  of  Oariisle,  was  translated 
to  Durham.  He  is  said  to  have  been  learned,  affable,  and  generous. 
After  presiding  eleven  years,  bishop  Barnes  died  at  Auckland,  where 
he  chiefly  resided,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1587. — Surtees. 

July  5. — Sir  John  Forster,  the  English  warden  of  the  middle 
marches,  and  sir  John  Garmichael  deputy  keeper  of  Liddisdale, 
had  a  border  meeting  for  redress  of  injuries.  The  Groziers  of  Liddis- 
dale had  some  thirty  years  before  slain  a  Fenwiok  of  Northumberland, 
and  had  used  him  with  extraordinary  cruelty ;  for  which  a  party  of 
their  clan,  about  twenty-seven  years  after,  by  the  guiding  of  one  John 
of  Stonehouse,  rode  into  Liddisdale  by  night,  and  slew  several  of  the 
Groziers  in  their  beds.  Sir  G^eorge  Heron,  keeper  of  Tindal,  and 
Ridisdale,  at  a  border  meeting,  had  given  up  this  John  of  Stonehouse 
to  Mr.  Garmichael  for  which  he  seems  to  have  fallen  into  the  displea- 
sure of  the  English  warden,  and  to'  have  been  dismissed  from  his  office 
for  a  time,  though  he  was  Forster^s  brother-in-law.  Forster,  there* 
fore,  (contrary  to  the  etiquette  of  the  times  for  a  warden  to  demean 
himself  to  set  in  judgment  with  a  keeper)  at  a  meeting  at  Heppith- 
gate-head  June  30,  appointed  to  meet  Mr.  Garmichael  at  Eemmels- 
peth,  on  the  7th  of  July  following.  Garmichael,  however,  five  days 
after,  sent  word  to  Forster  that  if  he  could  not  see  him  on  the  day 
appointed,  at  the  Bioedswire,  instead  of  ^  Eemelspeth,^  he  could  not 
eome  to  the  meeting.  Forster  agreed  to  the  proposal :  on  the  day 
appointed  they  all  assembled ;  and  the  business  was  conducted  with 
temper  and  discretion,  tiU  one  of  the  Groziers  shot  at  the  English 
warden,  and  wounded  him  in  the  arm ;  or  according  to  another  ac- 
count, the  broil  originated  in  the  insatiable  appetite  for  retaliation  of 
injuries  which  the  individuals  of  each  nation  had  one  to  another ;  but 
a  third  account  makes  the  warden,  and  the  keeper,  after  two  or  three 
hours  of  amicable  deliberation,  ^^  fall  into  comparisons,'^  each  of  them 
asserting  that  he  did  justice  better  than  the  other ;  upon  which  the 
cries,  comparisons !  comparisons !  a  Tindall !  a  Tindall !  a  Jedworth  ! 
a  Jedworth  f  and  other  common  watch-words  of  provocation  and 
plunder  were  reiterated.  Those  that  had  feuds  fell  on  their  enemies ; 
the  thieves  upon  spoil ;  and  the  day  finally  ended  in  blood,  confusion 
and  robbery.  On  the  side  of  the  English,  sir  (George  Heron, 
and  other  five  gentlemen  were  slain ;  sir  John  Forster  the  warden, 
sir  Outhbert  Gollingwood,  and  many  others  were  taken  prisoners; 
and  of  the  Scots,  a  gentleman  called  William  Symondson,  and  four 
others  were  killed,  and  many  more  slain.  The  Scots  chased  the  Eng- 
lish three  miles  over  the  borders,  began  to  harry  and  foray,  and 
drove  off  above  six  hundred  head  of  cattle. — HodgBwCs  Norihd. 

Aug.  16. — William  Flower,  esq.,  norroy  king  of  arms,  granted  the 


LOCAL  historian's  [a.  d.  1578. 


addition  of  a  Iielnifit,  crest,  and  supporters,  to  the  ancient  anus  of 
Newcastle.  No  motto  oocura  in  this  grant.  In  all  probability  the 
motto  was  added  after  the  gallant  defence  of  the  town  against  the 
Scots. — Brand. 

1576. — Queen  Elizabeth  caused  many  of  the  old  works  of  defence 
at  Berwick,  to  be  erased,  and  new  fortifications  erected  upon  a  modem 
plan,  by  which  their  extent  was  considerably  abridged. — F^Uler't 
Berwick. 

In  the  renter  of  St.  Nicholaa',  Newcastle,  in  the  months  of  July 
and  August  1576,  mention  occurs  of  "  WilUam  Browne,  sword-slip- 
per,"— as  also  of  "Robert  Peacock,  sword  slipper," — and  again, 
March  1586,  "  Robert  Healop,  sword-slipper."  Brand,  in  his  His- 
tory of  Newcastle,  places  the  sword-slippers  amongst  the  extinct 
companies  of  that  town,  but  no  other  record  of  the  fraternity  has 
been  preserved. 

1577. — Gateshead,  before  it  shrunk  under  the  influence  of  Newcas- 
tle, had  a  borough  market,  which  according  to  depositions  taken  this 
year,  was  held  twice  a-week  (Tuesday  and  Friday),  and  extended 
from  the  market  cross,  betwixt  the  tollbootb  and  the  pant,  to  the  blue 
stone  on  Tyne  bridge,  or  to  the  Brig-gate.  The  tollbootb  stood  in 
the  main  street  nearly  opposite  to  the  west  end  of  Oakwellgate.  It 
had  formerly  been  a  school  and  latterly  a  place  of  confinement  for 
disorderly  persons.  At  this  period  also  the  penfold,  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Windmill-hills,  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  street  opposite 
to  the  five  waoned-mill.  The  post-road  came  down  St.  MarkVlane 
(corrupted  to  Mirk-lane),  and  entered  Oateshead  by  Half-moon-lane, 
or  Miller's  Chare. — Surtees. 

1578  (Aug.  7). — Thomas  Rowland  was  pressed  to  death  on  the 
Palace  green,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  and  buried  at  St.  Nicholas'' 
church  there. — Ibid. 

The  ordinary  of  the  society  of  millers  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
dated  September  20,  1578,  citing  another  of  older  date,  consti- 
tuted twenty  free  millers  a  fellowship,  with  pto^tual  succession. 
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And  enjoined  them  to  ohoose  two  wardens  every 
year,  who  might  sue  and  be  sued,  &c.  in  the 
courts  of  the  town ;  and  that  when  the  general 
r  plays  should  be  performed,  they  should  play  the 
ancient  one  of  the  society  called  ^^  The  Dehver- 
ance  of  the  Children  of  Isrell  out  of  the  Thral- 
dome,  Bondage,  and  Servitude  of  King  Pharo,^^ 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  20s.  for  absence ;  that  no 
com  should  be  ground  upon  Sundays;  that 
each  miller  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland 
and  Durham,  who  brought  com  from  Newcastle 
market,  should  pay  them  an  acknowledgement  of  6d.  per  annum,  and 
pay  2s.  6d.  every  time  he  should  be  found  in  the  wheat  or  malt  mar- 
ket before  two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon  on  market  days,  unless  to 
fetch  away  the  com  which  his  customers  had  bought  there ;  and  that 
none  such  foreign  millers  should  buy  com  there,  under  a  penalty  of 
2s.  6d.  for  each  default.  April  8,  1672,  a  singular  order  occurs  in 
ilia  books  of  this  fraternity,  that  if  any  brother  should  attend  the 
burial  of  another  with  a  black  hat,  he  should  be  fined  6d.  for  every 
such  default.  The  aimorial  bearings  of  the  company  are  given  above. 
— Arms  of  Incarp,  Comp. 

1579. — This  year,  the  mayor,  akteotmen,  and  sheriff  of  Newcastle, 
wrote  to  the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth,  on  account  of  a  grievous  plague 
which  had  carried  off,  between  May  and  Michaelmas,  about  two 
thousand  persons,  to  forbid  their  ships  to  come  to  that  place  as  usual 
for  coals. — Hist,  of  Gt,  Yarmouth. 

The  ordinary  of  the  company  of  house-carpen- 
ters of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  dated  July  3rd 
1579,  constituted  the  house-carpenters  and 
joiners  a  body  corporate  of  themselves,  with 
perpetual  succession  and  power  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  &c.  in  the  courts  of  Newcastle ;  ordered 
that  whenever  the  general  plays  of  the  town, 
called  Corpus  Christi  plays,  should  be  played, 
they  should  play  "  The  Burial  of  Christ,^'  which 
anciently  belonged  to  their  fellowship ;  and 
that  half  of  their  fines  should  go  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  great  bridge,  and  the  other  half  to  the  fellowship. 
The  company  formerly  had  their  hall  over  the  West  Grate.  On  the 
removal  of  which,  they  determined  upon  the  erection  of  their  present 
meeting-house.  The  new  building,  which  is  of  stone,  was  finished 
in  1812 ;  it  is  a  handsome  structure,  situated  nearly  on  the  site  of 
the  old  gate,  and  was  estimated  to  cost  upwards  of  i?  1,000.     The 

2f 


218  LOCAL  hi8torian''s  [a.  d.  1581, 

armorial    bearings  of  the   company    are    given   in  the    margin. — 
Arms  of  Incorp.  Comp. 

1580. — "The  13  of  June,  about  vj  of  the  clock,  at  Shepwash, 
within  Bothal  barony,  in  Northumberland,  there  happened  a  tempest 
of  lightening  and  thunder,  after  the  which,  of  a  sodanie,  came  a  great 
showers  of  haile,  amongst  y*  which  were  stones  of  divers  shapes/^ — 
Stoice. 

August  1. — Died,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  sir  George 
Bowes,  of  Dalden,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  Sir  George,  was 
early  trained  to  the  profession  of  arms ;  and  engaged,  like  most 
of  his  ancestors,  in  the  service  of  the  border.  In  1557-8,  Queen 
Mary  appointed  him  marshall  of  Berwick,  to  which  office  he  was 
re-appointed  by  queen  Elizabeth,  9th  Nov.  1559.  In  the  month  of 
May  1560,  the  honour  of  knighthood  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  while  superintending  the  siege  of  Leith.  When 
Mary  queen  of  Scots  arrived  at  Carlisle  in  the  year  1568,  and  it  was 
determined  to  remove  her  further  from  the  border,  sir  George  Bowes 
was  directed  to  escort  her  to  Bolton  castle.  Mr.  Surtees  says  that 
— "  Supported  by  high  connections,  and  distinguished  by  military 
skill  and  statesman-like  wisdom,  sir  George  Bowes  was,  during  a 
long  and  active  life,  one  of  the  most  faithful  as  well  as  powerful  sup- 
porters of  Elizabeth,  and  of  thiB  protestant  interest  in  the  north : 
and  when  the  rash  rebellion  of  the  Earls  of  Northumberland  and 
Westmoreland  broke  out,  his  prompt  and  vigorous  conduct  gave 
the  first  important  check  to  the  insurgents.  Surrounded  on 
every  side  by  the  immediate  retainers  of  the  rebel  Earls,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  country  either  openly  engaged  in  the  rising,  or  more  than 
wavering  in  their  allegiance  to  the  Queen,  he  threw  himself  into  the 
[Queen's]  fortress  of  Barnard  Castle,  and  maintained  a  siege  against 
the  whole  force  of  the  insurgents  for  eleven  days.  The  delay  gave 
time  for  the  advance  of  the  Earls  of  Sussex  and  Warwick  with  the 
royal  forces,  and  sealed  the  fate  of  the  northern  rebellion.^^  Sir 
George  died  at  Streatlam,  and  was  buried  at  Barnard  castle,  in  the 
vault  of  his  ancestors. — Memorials  of  the  Rebellion, 

The  ancient  house  called  Anderson  place,  which  formerly  stood  on 
the  west  side  of  Pilgrim  street,  Newcastle,  was  built  A.D.  1580, 
by  Robert  Anderson,  merchant,  out  of  the  offices,  and  nearly  upon 
the  site  of  the  Franciscan  priory.  King  Charles  I.,  when  a  prisoner 
at  Newcastle,  was  confined  in  this  house. — Brand. 

1581  (July  26). — In  the  parochial  register  of  St.  Margaret'^s, 
Durham,  under  this  date,  occurs  "  Will.  Woolfe,  et  Rowland  Em'son, 
suspens'  apud  Dryborne,  sepult."*^  The  following  list  of  persons 
executed  at  Dryburne,    is  also    from  the  same  record. — "  Roger 
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Foster,  suspens'  apud  Drybome,  13  Dec.  1582.''  "  Two  prisoners 
called  Storee...&  Trevel— 1585.'''  "George  Thompson,  26  Feb. 
1595.""  "  John  Newton,  George  Pringell,  Thomas  Watson,  George 
Waisie,  George  Hall,  Bangtaile^  alias  Armestrong,  Persevell  Hartley, 
bua.  6  Sep.  1595.  "  George  Goelightlie,  Thomas  Bourne.  Will.  Bow- 
man, &  Thomas  Lyddell,  28  July  1602.''  "John  Claiton  &  Robert 
Stockton,  7  Aug.  1605.''  "Will  Franke,  John  Grayera,  &  Thomas 
Hudderforth,  22  July  1607."  "Mich.  Briggs,  Will.  Philpes,  & 
John  Warr,  1  Aug.  1610."  "  WiU.  Lawson,  18  July  1611."  "John, 
son  of  Anthony  Vasie,  29  July  1613."  "Will.  Gill,  John  Shad- 
forth,  &  Thomas  Butter,  10  April  1618."  "WiU.  Yonge,  &  Rob. 
Parray,  7  Ap.  1619."  "  Christopher  Hall,  16  Aug.  1622."  "  Ralph 
Jackson,  &  Christopher  Smith,  2  Ap.  1631."  "  Jenk}Ti  Wood,  & 
John  Marwood,  8  July  1634,"  "Ralph  Byers  &  Nich.'Compton,  24 
July  1635."  "John  Wild,  12  Aug.  1636."  "Edw.  Wilson,  & 
John  Swyft,  11  Aug.  16S7 r—Chronicon  Mirahile. 

1581. — The  ordinary  of  the  company  of  Masons  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  dated  the  1st  of  September  this  year, 
constituted  them  a  body  incorporated  of  them- 
selves, with  perpetual  succession ;  enjoined  them 
to  meet  yearly  to  choose  wardens,  &c.  That 
whenever  the  general  plays  of  the  town,  ancient- 
ly called  Corpus  Christi  plays,  should  be  played, 
they  should  play  "  The  Burial  of  our  Lady  St. 
Mary  the  Virgin ; "  every  absent  brother  to 
forfeit  2s.  6d. ;  and  that  at  the  marriages  and 
burials  of  brethren,  and  their  wives,  the  compa- 
ny should  attend  to  the  church  such  persons  to 
be  married  or  buried.  May  19th,  1742,  this  fraternity,  on  their 
petition,  obtained  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  a  grant  of  the 
Cutler's  Tower,  in  Carliol-Croft  (now  Croft  street),  which  they  after- 
wards repaired  in  a  handsome  manner.  Their  armorial  bearings  are 
given  above. — Arms  o/Incorp.  Comp. 

On  a  bridge  of  one  arch  over  the  Devil's  Water,  on  the  road  from 
Hexham  to  Slaley,  the  following  inscription,  is  boldly  cut  in  relief  in 
roman  capitals,  on  a  stone  in  the  middle  of  the  battlement : — god 

PRESERVI    W.    E. WINFOIRD     ERENGTON     BELDETE     THIS     BREGE     OP     LYME 

AND  STONE,  AN.  DO.  1581. — Mockefizies  Northd. 

The  following  curious  entry  occurs  in  Hart  parish  register.  The 
mtehes  of  Hart — 28th  July,  1582,  office  of  Master  Chancellor  against 
Allison  Lawe  of  Hart.  "  SJie  is  a  notorious  sorcerer  and  enchanter. 
Sentenced  to  do  penance,  once  in  the  market-place  at  Durham,  "  with 
a  papir  on  her  head^   once  in  Hart  church,  and  once  in  Norton 
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church.  Janet  Bainbridge,  and  Janet  AUenson,  of  Stockton,  were 
accused  of  "asking  counsell  at  witches,  and  resorting  to  Allison 
Lawe  for  cure  of  the  sicke.*" — Surtees. 

1583  (Jan.  13). — Bishop  Barnes  confirmed  the  rules  of  the  com- 
pany of  weavers,  of  Gateshead. — Gateskd,  Corp.  Enq. 

March  4. — Died,  Bernard  Gilpin,  the  apostle  of  the  north. 
He  was  bom  in  1517,  at  Kentmire  in  Westmoreland,  of  an  honour- 
able family.  From  his  earliest  youth  he  was  thoughtful,  reserved 
and  serious ;  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  removed  firom  a  pubUc 
grammar  school,  and  entered  at  Queens's  college,  Oxford,  where  he 
studied  the  writings  of  Erasmus,  logic  and  the  philosophy  of  the 
schools ;  to  which  he  added  a  complete  knowledge  of  Greek  and 
Hebrew.  Having  taken  the  degree  of  master  of  arts,  he  was  elected  a 
fellow  of  his  college ;  and  on  the  erection  of  Christ^s  college,  Cardinal 
Wolsey  nominated  him  one  of  the  first  students  on  the  foundation. 
At  this  time  he  disputed  publicly  with  bishop  Hooper  of  Winchester, 
and  Peter  Martyr,  in  such  an  admirable  and  upright  manner,  as 
even  to  extort  the  praise  of  his  enemies.  This  controversy  terminated 
in  his  conversion  to  the  doctrines  of  the  reformation ;  which  he  main- 
tained to  the  last,  even  to  the  hazard  of  life  itself.  Gilpin  still  con- 
tinued to  pursue  his  studies,  until  his  thirty-fifth  year ;  when  Guthbert 
Tunstal,  bishop  of  Durham,  his  mother^s  uncle,  had  him  appointed  to 
preach  before  Edward  VI.,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  accept  the 
vicarage  of  Norton,  in  the  diocese  of  Durham.  Still  he  entertained 
doubts  on  some  matters  of  faith,  and  Tunstal  recommended  him  to 
visit  the  continent,  which  Gilpin  consented  to  do ;  but  insisted  on 
giving  up  his  living,  against  all  the  remonstrances  of  the  bishop.  At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  returned  (1556),  while  the  church  "was 
oppressed  with  blood  and  fire.*^  Tunstal  gave  him  the  archdeaconry 
of  Durham,  to  which  the  rectory  of  Easington,  was  annexed.  There 
he  preached  so  boldly  and  fearlessly  against  the  manners  and  vices  of 
the  clergy  of  the  times,  that  a  formidable  opposition  arose,  and 
thirty-two  charges  of  heresy  was  drawn  up  against  him ;  but  Tun- 
stal protected  him,  and  dismissed  the  accusation.  Their  malice 
however,  continued,  and  Gilpin  offered  to  resign  one  of  the  two  bene- 
fices which  he  held.  Tunstal  however  refused  to  separate  them, 
and  Gilpin  resigned  them  both.  Soon  after  he  removed  to  the  great 
rectory  of  Houghton,  which  he  thankfully  received,  and  which,  not 
even  a  mitre  could  tempt  him  to  desert.  Still  he  was  followed  by  his 
enemies,  and  still,  he  was  befriended  by  the  bishop ;  but  at  last  the 
prelate  wearied  by  their  everlasting  complaints — struck  Gilpin^s  name 
out  of  his  will — ^a  proceeding  the  frugal  divine  never  regretted.  At 
last  he  was  accused  before  Bouner,  and  while  journeying  to  the  stake. 
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by  some  accident  or  other  he  broke  his  leg,  and  while  in  that  state, 
received  the  joyful  intelligence  of  Mary^s  death.     Tunstal  was  dis- 
placed, and  although  Gilpin  was  deprived  of  his  friendly  shelter,  yet 
his  place  was  supplied  by  the  virtuous  earl  of  Bedford,  and  obtained 
for  him  the  bishopric  of  Carlisle ;  but  he  respectfully  declined  accept- 
ing it :   as  also  did  he  the  provostship  of  Queens's  college,  Oxford. 
When  he  became  rector  of  Houghton-le-Spring,  he  found  all  in  the 
most  terrible  confusion,  which  under  his  fostering  hand  was  retrieved, 
and  soon  the  most  beneficent  hospitality  reigned  around.      Gilpin, 
being  deeply  grieved  at  the  irreligious  state  of  the  west  of  Northum- 
berland, journeyed  thither  in  the  midst  of  winter  to  preach  among 
those  wild  people.     Once  while  he  was  preaching,  his  horses  were 
stolen,  a  hue  and  cry  arose,  and  the  thief  hearing  whose  horses  they 
were,  brought  them  back,  craved  his  pardon  and  benediction ;  and 
protested  that  after  it  came  to  his  knowledge  that  they  were  his 
horses  "  he  was  afraid  to  be  thrust  down  quick  into  hell,  if  hee  should 
doe  him  any  wrong.*"     While  preaching  in  the  church  of  Rothbury, 
two  persons,  between  whom  a  deadly  feud  existed,  and  who  hesitated 
not  to  make  even  that  sacred  place,  the  scene  of  their  animosity, 
clashed  their  weapons  and  approached  each  other ;  but  Gilpin  de- 
scended from  the  pulpit,  and  in  the  end  prevailed  upon  them  to  keep 
peace  while  he  should  remain  in  the  neighbourhood.      On  another 
occasion  he  took  down  a  glove  which  was  hung  up  as  a  challenge,  and 
on  reaching  the  pulpit,  told  his  auditory  what  he  had  done,  sharply 
rebuking  them  for  their  hate  to  each  other,  persuading  them  at  the 
same  time  to  live  together  in  peace  and  charity.     To  the  poor  he 
distributed  money,   and  for  the  condemned  he  procured  pardon. 
During  the  rebellion  of  1569,  his  possessions  suffered  much  from  the 
insurgents,  and  one  of  them,  a  viUain  whom  Gilpin  had  more  than 
once  saved  from  the  gallows,  was  one  of  the  greatest  destroyers  of  his 
goods.     When  all  was  crushed,  and  many  condemned,  Gilpin  inter- 
ceded for  and  saved  numbers  of  them.    He  was  suspended  by  bishop 
Barnes,  for  not  preaching  at  his  visitation,  when  Gilpin  was  going 
upon  his  annual  northern  visit,  and  being  freed  from  his  suspension 
and  positively  ordered  to  preach  before  him,  he  fearlessly  exposed  the 
enormities  which  the  bishop  allowed  in  his  diocese,  and  when  Gilpin 
descended  from  the  pulpit,  his  friends  were  grieved,  at  the  hold  he 
had  given  his  enemies,  who  (excepting  the  bishop)  rejoiced  at  his 
discourse,  for  they  doubted  not  that  his  doom  was  now  sealed; — 
far  from  it,  the  bishop  accompanied  him  home,  begged  his  pardon 
for  errors  past,  and  promised  that  while  he  remained  bishop,  full 
protection  should  be  afforded  him.     All  good  men  rejoiced,  and  Gilpin 
lived  in  that  peace  and  security  his  piety  deserved.    But  age  grew 
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upon  him,  and  after  suitable  exhortations  to  the  poor,  he  fell  nick 
about  the  end  of  February ;  and  aft«r  many  advices  to  "  the  BchoUera 
and  to  divers  others,  at  the  last  he  fell  a«leepe  in  the  Lord  in  great 
peace,  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1583,  and  the 
66th  year  of  his  age." — Mackenzie's  Dur. 

1583. — The  date  of  incorporation  of  the  company  of  bakers  and 
_     .  brewers  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  has  not  been 

recorded,   but  an  old  ordinary  of  the  society 
now  lost,  appears  to  have  been  in  their  pos- 
session in  the  year  1583,  and  long  afterwards, 
as  several  entries   in   their  old  books   testify. 
There  is  a  record  of  this  society,  dated  Nov. 
q  4,  1661,  setting  forth  that  their  ancient  ordin- 
3  ary    was    lost,    and    enjoined    them    U>  meet 
I  yearly  on    the   23rd  of   November,  unless    it 
I  should  fall  on  a  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  day 
after,  to  elect  wardens,   to  make  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  society,  &c. ;  and  forbidding  any  brother  to  strike 
another  at  any  meeting  with  fist,  hand,  elbow,  dagger,  staff,  st^ck, 
rod,  or  otherwise,  on  pain  of  208.     Their  meeting  house  is  in  the 
Black  Friary.     The  armorials  hearings  of  the  company  are  annexed. 
— Arms  oflncorp.  Comp. 

May  29. — Was  executed  at  York,  Richard  Thirkeld.  He  was 
bom  at  Coniscliffe  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  at  an  advanced 
age  entered  Douay  college.  He  was  made  priest  in  1579  ;  came  to 
England  as  a  missionary,  and  principally  laboured  in  and  about  York, 
where  he  was  apprehended  on  the  24th  of  March.  1583,  as  he  was 
going  by  night  to  visit  a  prisoner.  On  the  days  of  his  trial.  May  27 
and  28,  he  behaved  with  great  intrepidity,  and  encouraged  several 
catholics  who  were  placed  at  the  bar  at  the  same  time.  He  was 
found  guilty  of  high  treason,  and,  on  the  next  day,  was  drawn  from 
the  Castle  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  he  was  hanged,  cut  down 
alive,  dismembered,  bowelled,  and  quartered,  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  sentence ;  and  a  fire  of  straw  was  mode  upon  the  place,  to 
prevent  the  catholics  from  gathering  up  any  of  his  blood. — Mack- 
enzie's Durham. 

Nicholas  Ridley  of  Willimotswick  sheriff  of  the  county — died  on 
16th  Jany.  1585-6 — Two  men  and  a  women  were  committed  to  prison 
by  sir  John  Forster,  on  suspicion  of  having  caused  his  death  by 
witchcraft. — Sir  C.  S/iarp^a  Collections. 

This  year,  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  grain  at  Durham,  wheat 
16s.  4d.  the  bushel ;  rye  1 3s.  4d. ;  haver  (oats)  5s.  9d. :  grotcs  4s. 
a  peck ;   pease  12s.  a  bushel ;   bigg  68. ;    haver  malt  Ss.  6d.     The 
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prices  fell  in  harvest,  and  next  year,  wheat  was  3s.  4d.  a  bushel,  and 
oats  2s. — Surtees. 

1585  (June  21). — Henry  Percy,  earl  of  Northumberland,  shot  him- 
self in  the  Tower  of  London,  where  he  was  confined,  on  a  charge  of 
conspiracy.  Northumberland,  impatient  of  his  imprisonment,  and  as 
he  is  said  to  have  declared,  in  order  to  balk  queen  Elizabeth  of  the 
forfeiture  of  his  estates,  committed  this  act. — Bidpath. 

June  27. — An  outrage  was  committed  by  the  Scots,  at  a  border- 
meeting.  This  convention  being  appointed  for  the  ordinary  business 
of  such  assemblies,  the  wardens,  sir  John  Forster  and  Thomas  Ker, 
of  Farniherst,  did,  according  to  custom,  confirm  by  their  oaths  a 
mutual  security;  and  the  usual  proclamation  was  made,  forbidding 
all  persons  to  give  offence  to  each  other,  by  word^  deed^  or  look  (for 
this  was  the  borderers^  phrase  on  these  occasions).  After  which 
peaceable  beginning,  a  body  of  about  three  thousand  armed  Scotch- 
men, unexpectedly  came  to  the  place,  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  with 
a  banner  displayed  and  drums  beating,  while  the  number  of  English- 
men on  the  field  did  not  exceed  three  hundred.  The  wardens  how- 
ever proceeded  to  hear  complaints,  but  had  not  weU  begun,  when,  on 
occasion  of  an  Englishmen  being  detected  in  a  theft,  a  tumult  arose, 
and  the  Scots  immediately  letting  fly  a  shower  of  buUets,  slew  sir 
Francis  Bussel,  eldest  son  to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  put  the  English  to 
flight,  and  pursuing  them  four  miles  into  English  ground,  took  some 
of  them  prisoners.— /Sirf. 

1 587. — The  plague  raged  with  great  violence  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Hartlepool ;  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  register  of  that  place, 
though  the  deaths  amounted  to  twenty-six,  nearly  double  the  usual 
number. — Hist,  of  HarthpooL 

1588  (August  12). — This  year,  the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  president 
of  the  north,  ordered  a  general  array  of  all  the  fencible  men  of  the 
county  of  Durham,  betwixt  the  ages  of  16  and  60,  on  Spenny-moor. 
There  appeared  nine  thousand  men  ready  to  serve  her  majesty — 
Surtees. 

1588-9. — A  grievous  plague  raged  at  Newcastle,  of  which  there 
died  in  all  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  persons. 
This  latter  year  the  plague  broke  out  and  raged  in  Durham  for  a 
considerable  time ;  after  abating  for  some  months,  which  gave  hopes 
that  the  tremendous  visitation  was  about  to  cease,  it  appeared  again 
with  redoubled  violence,  so  as  to  oblige  the  poorer  people  to  be  re- 
moved into  hut6  and  sheds  on  the  adjacent  commons,  particularly 
Elvet-moor,  where  the  marks  of  arrangement  of  melancholy  cells  were 
distinctly  to  be  observed  before  the  enclosures,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  hill,  below  the  wood. — Brand.    Surtees. 
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1589.  (Jan.  9). — Matthew  Hutton,  dean  of  York,  was  elected  to 
the  bishopric  of  Durham.  According  to  the  most  received  accounts, 
he  was  descended  from  a  family  seated  at  Priest-Hutton  in  Lanca- 
shire. In  1546  he  became  a  member  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
and  took  the  successive  degrees  of  A.  B.  1551 ;  A.  M.  1555 ;  and 
B.  D.  in  1562.  In  1565  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  preachers  at 
Whitehall,  by  archbishop  Parker.  Hutton'^s  character  was  now 
established  as  one  of  the  soundest  scholars  and  most  eloquent  preach- 
ers in  the  University,  and  it  was  probably  to  these  qualities,  which 
were  seldom  disregarded,  either  by  Elizabeth,  or  her  minister  Cecil, 
that  he  owed  his  promotion,  in  1567,  to  the  deanery  of  York.  It 
appears  to  have  been  at  the  particular  and  urgent  request  of  lord 
Burleigh,  that  Hutton  was  promoted  to  the  see  of  Durham;  and, 
after  having  presided  there  with  sufficient  honour  five  years,  he  was 
removed,  in  1594,  to  the  metropolitan  see  of  York.  He  died  the 
18th  of  October,  1605,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. — 8ur§B». 

The  ordinary  of  the  company  of  Joiners,  of  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  dated  March  28th  1589,  sep- 

erated  them  from  the  house  carpenters,   and 

IHr  ^^i^^^^u^^  them  a  fellowship  of  themselves.  It 
enjoined  them  also  to  elect  two  wardens,  who 
might  sue  and  be  sued,  &c.,  and  that  whenever 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  sheriff  of  Newcastle, 
commanded  any  general  play  to  be  set  forth,  or 
martial  exercise  to  be  performed,  they  should 
appear,  and  perform  such  parts  in  them  as 
should  be  respectively  assigned  them,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  2s.  6d.  for  every  time  they  were  absent.  On  Easter  Tuesday, 
1673,  the  company  made  the  following  remarkable  order. — "Whereas 
complaint  was  made  of  some  of  the  company  for  speckling  of  wood  to 
make  it  looke  like  reall  speckled  wood,  and  to  place  it  in  worke  by 
them  made,  making  the  Kings  subjects  believe  the  same  to  be  reaU, 
whereas  it  is  not  soe.  Therefore  to  prevent  the  doeing  of  the  same 
for  the  future,  It  is  voted  by  the  most  part  of  the  company  that  such 
wood  artificially  speckled  shaU  not  be  made  use  of  for  the  time  to 
come,  and  if  any  shall  transgrasse  any  more  therein  to  be  fyned  6s.  6d. 
for  every  offence.**' — This  fraternity  formerly  had  their  meeting-house 
over  Pilgrim-street  Gate.  Their  present  hall,  built  at  the  cliarge 
of  the  company,  is  situate  in  High  Friar  street :  it  is  a  commodious 
structure  of  brick,  on  the  front  of  which  is  this  inscription,  "  Joiners 
Hall,  erected  1802.'*'  The  armorial  bearings  of  the  society  are  given 
in  the  margin. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Comp, 

1589. — Newcastle  was  made  a  free  town,  and  for  ever  to  be  known 
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under  the  deeignation  of  the  mayor  and  burge^Hes  of  the  town  of 
NewGa0tIe*upon-Tyne)  at  the  same  time  receiving  an  admiralty 
jurisdiction  within  their  own  liberties,  exempt  from  the  power  of 
the  lord  high  admiral  of  England. — Brand. 

The  o<»rporation  of  Newcastle  occurs  about  this  time  as  keeping 
their  fool.  The  following  entry  is  in  St.  John^s  register : — ^^  August, 
1589,  Edward  Errington  the  towne'^s  fooll,  buried  the  23rd  of  August, 
died  in  the  peste.^  The  following  are  extracts  from  the  MS.  notes  in 
the  late  Alderman  Hugh  Homby^s  copy  of  Brandos  History  of  New- 
castle, Vol.  II.,  p.  448,  where  the  above  paragraph  is  given ; — ^^  I 
think  it  appears  plainly  from  entries  in  the  town'^s  books  of  pay- 
ments, that  the  /bolB  have  been  idiots  kept  at  the  expence  of  the 
corporation.  Edward  Errington,  and  John  Watson,  are  both 
mentioned  at  the  same  time ;  another  payment  is  for  hose  and  showes 
to  ThcmoB  Doddt^  a  iMural^  in  1594.  A  petticoat  is  sometimes 
mentioned  as  part  of  the  cloathing.  (Foole)^  in  1596,  paide  {iame 
Clarke  for  keeping  Allon  the  foole,  xijcf.  In  1566,  *  item,  paide  for 
oowllinge  of  Bartye  Allyson,  the  foole,  this  year,  xyjcf."  Among 
other  payments  in  1595,  are  the  following : — ^  For  deaths,  AUon^ 
fide  a  long  cote — Thomas  Dodds,  fioU^  a  petticoat.^  In  the  same 
year,  ^  paide  to  John  Lawson,  fifAe^  towards  mendinge  of  his  sore  legg, 
xjid.**  (Fools),  Jan.  1561.  'item,  paide  for  ij  payr  of  showes  to  the 
ij  flfolles  agaynste  Ghrystynmas,  ij«.  iiije/.'*  In  Uie  same  year,  a  pay- 
ment is  made  for  vij  yeardes  of  yalowe  carsay  and  vij  yardes  of  hUtoe 
carsaye  for  the  fuXUs  cottes  and  eappes^  agaynst  Christymas.^ — 
Loealltee. 

1590.  (March,  4.) — Was  executed  in  London  Christopher  Bayles,  a 
native  of  ConisclifFe,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  He  performed  his 
studies  partly  in  the  English  college  at  Rome,  and  partly  in  that  at 
Bheims.  From  the  latter  he  was  sent  priest  upon  the  English  mission 
in  1588 ;  and,  after  some  time,  was  committed  to  prison,  where  he 
was  racked,  in  order  to  compel  him  to  confess  where  he  had  said  mass 
and  Ky  whom  he  had  been  entertained  or  relieved ;  and  at  one  time, 
he  was  hung  up  in  the  air  for  24  hours  together.  When  brought  to 
the  bar,  he  was  arraigned,  tried,  and  condemned,  under  the  statute  of 
27th  Eliz.,  for  being  made  priest  beyond  the  seas,  and  coming  into 
England  to  exercise  his  priestly  functions  ;  though  he  defended  him- 
self by  the  example  of  St.  Augustine.  He  was  drawn  to  Fleet  Street, 
to  a  gallows  erected  over  a^inst  Fetter  Lane,  and  was  there  hanged, 
bowelled,  and  quartered,  March,  4,  1590. — Mackenzie'' s  Durham. 

1590. — Norham  castle  is  mentioned  as  being,  about  this  period, 
so  greatly  in  ruin,  that  no  person  dared  to  dwell  in  it.  The  keep 
appears  formerly  to  have  been  surrounded  by  two  walls,  forming  an 
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outer  and  an  inner  batlium ;  but  the  greats  p&rt  of  them  are  uov 
pulled  down.  The  keep  is  totally  unroofed,  and  there  is  no  rtair 
remaiDiDg  by  which  a  person  might  be  enabled  to  ascend  to  the  top 
of  the  building.  In  the  walls,  which  are  about  seventy  feet  high  and 
built  of  reddish-grey  sandstone,  many  traces  may  be  perceived  of  the 
alterations  and  repairs  which  the  building  has  undergone. — Samlha 
m  Northd. 

1690. — St.  Giles'  church,  in  the  city  of  Durhun,  is  of  very  rMnote 
origin.  In  the  ohanoel  is  a  recumbent  effigy  cut  in  wood,  tradition- 
ally said  to  belong  to  one  of  the  Heath  family,  buried  here  in  the 
above  year.  It  represents  a  male  figure  in  complete  armour,  the 
hands  Novated,  and  the  bead  resting  upon  a  helmet  with  a  bear's 
paw  for  the  crest.  The  views  iirom  this  church-yard  are  d^ghtfiil 
and  extensive. — Surteet. 

1591  (Jan.  20). — Bur.  Roger  Pratt,  who  was  hanged  suddenly 
upon  a  tree  at  Kepier,  or  withia  that  libertie. — Beg,  of  St.  Niei.  Dur. 

Edmund  Duke,  Richard  Holyday,  John  Ho^e,  and  Richard 
Hill,  seminary  priests  executed  near  Durham.  A  singular  circum- 
stance took  place  at  this  execution,  Mr.  Robert  Maire  of  Hard- 
vrick,  and  his  young  bride  were  present,  and  their  minds  were 
so  impressed  by  the  courage  and  constancy  of  the  sufierers,  that 
they  became  catholics,  in  which  persuasion  their  descendants  have 
ever  since  remained. — Some  miraculous  additions  detract  from  the 
real  interest  of  the  story.' — Jhid. 

1592. — In  the  old  register  book  of  St.  Nicholas'  parish,  in  the 
city  of  Durham,  is  the  following  remarkable  entry : — "  Simson  Ar- 
rington,  Fetberstone,  Fenwicke,  and  Lanckaster,  were  hanged  for 
being  EgypHam,"  In  another  part  of  the  register  the  same  event 
is  recorded  in  these  words : — "1592,  Simson  Arington,  Fetberstone, 
Fenvricke,  and  Loncaster,  Egyptiaci  mupeati  fftervnt  mtno  evpraduio 
Auguxt  8." 

1693  (Jan.  7). — Edward  Waterson,  Roman  catholic  priest,  a 
native  of  London,  was  executed  at  Newcastle. — Local  Bee. 
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|N  the  3rd  of  February,  this  year,  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, granted  (at  the  suit  and  request  of  sir 
John  Lumley,  Lord  Lumley,)  a  new  charter  to 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Hartlepool, 
and  among  other  privileges  a  market  on  Tues- 
day in  every  week  (now  holden  on  Saturday), 
and  a  yearly  fair  beginning  on  the  vigil  of  St. 
Lawrence,  to  continue,  fifteen  days ;  a  court  of  pie  poudre,  &c.  with 
tollage,  stallage,  &;c.  It  is  likewise  expressed  that  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  shall  have  so  many,  as  great,  and  the  like  privileges,  &c. 
as  the  ipayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.*  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  mayors  of  Hartlepool  from  this  period. 

Edmund   Bell,   1593.— Perceval  Bell,1  1594.— Robert   Porrett,    1599, 

1600.— James  Eture,  1601. —Perceval  Bell,  1602.— William  Wright,  1603. 

—William  Porrett,  1604.— -Perceval  BeU,  1605.— William  Wright,  1606. 

Perceval  BeU,  1607.— William  Wright,  1608.— Robert  Porrett,  1609.— 

Edmond  Bell,  1610— Robert  Porrett,  1611.— William  Wilkinson,  1612, 

1616.— Robert   Porrett,    1617.— Perceval   Bell,    1618.— Robert    Porrett, 

1619.— Thomas  Wright,  1620.— Thomas  Nicholson.  162L— Edmond  Bell, 

1622— Thomas    Nicholson,   1623.— Robert    Ridlington,     1624.— William 

Wright,  1625.— Robert  Ridlington,  1626— John  Throckmorton,  1627.— 

Robert  Ridlington,   1628.— William  Wright,    1629.— Robert  Ridlington, 

1030.— Thomas  Nicholson,  1631.— Roger  Wright,  1632.— Thomas  NichoU 

son,   1633.— Roger    Wright,    1634.— Thomas    Nicholson,    1635.— Roger 

Wright,  1636,  1637.— Richard  Grace,  1638— Thomas  Nicholson,  1639  — 

Nicholas  Joyce,  1640. — Thomas  Nicholson,  1641. — Richard  Grace,  1646. — 

John  Wells,  1647— Christopher  Fulthorp,  1648.— Richard  Grace,  1649.— 

John  Walker,   1650.— Richard  Langley,   1651.— John  Walker,  1652 
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John  Wells,  1653«— John  Marshall,  1654.— -Roger  Dobson,  1655.— Joint 
Marshall,  1656.— Roger  Dobson,  1657 — John  Marshall,  1658.— Roger 
Dobson,  1659 — John  Wells,  1660.— John  Marshall,  1661.~-Roger  Dobson, 
1662 — Joseph  Speeding,  1663.— Roger  Dobson,  1664_John  Wells,  1665. 

— Rc^r  Dobson,  1666 John  Marshall,  1667— Robert  Powell,  1668 

Robert  Merriman,  1669.— John  Miller,  1670.— William  Bellasis,  1671— 
Anthony  ^Dodsworth,  1672 — John  Claxton,  1673. — Samuel  Smathwaite, 
1674.— Robert  Routledge,  1675.— ^Henry  Barnes,  1676.-.William  Bellasis, 
1677— Richard  Moore,  1678.— John  Fulthorp,  1679,  1680— William 
Tempest,  1681.— Joshua  Smith,  1682— John  Miller,  1683 — Edmond  Bell^ 
1684.— Joshua  Smith,  1685.— William  Oibson,  1686.— William  Tempest, 
1687— George  Heath,  ]6h8.— Edmond  Bell,  1689.— John  Merriman, 
1690.— John  Crooks,  1691.— William  Oibson,  1692.— William  Tempest, 
1693 — George  Heath,  1694.— Anthony  Wood,  1695,— William  Gibson, 
1696.— John  Crooks,  1697— Edmond  Bell,  1698.— Thomas  Snowdon, 
1699. — Joshua  Smith,  1700. — James  Hirdman,  1701. — John  Tempest, 
1702.-^ohn  Crooks,  1703 — Edmond  Bell,  1704.— Robert  Wright,  1705.— 
John  Spearman,  1706.— John  Thompson,  1707— John  Wilson,  170a— 
John  Tempest,  1709.— Thomas  Davison,  1710. — James  Nicholson,  1711-^- 

Sir  John  Clavering,  Bart.,  1712 Anthony  Smith,  1713.— John  Eden, 

1714.— John  Tempest,   1715 John  Hedworth,    I7I6.— Geof^ge  Heath, 

1717.— John  Thompson,  1718.— Robert  Hutchinson,  1719.— John  Tempest, 
1720.— Geoi^  Heath,  1721.— Sir  John  Eden,  1722 — William  Romaine, 

1723 James  Nicholson,  1724.— Cuthbert  Rafton,  1725. — John  Qreveum, 

1726.— John  Thompson,  1727- — John  Hedworth,  1728— Henry  Lambton, 

1729 John  Hilton,  1730— George  Heath,  1731.— Geoige  Bowes>  1732— 

William  Carr,  1733.— John  Wilson,  1734.— William  Romaine,  ^  1735— 
Cuthbert  Rafton,  1736— John  Greveson,  1737— Thomas  Davison*  1738.— 
Sir  Henry  Liddell,  Bart.,  1739.— John  Hedworth,  1740. — Henry  Lambton, 

1741 John  HUton,  1742.— George  Bowes,  1743.— John  Wilson,  1744.— 

William  Romaine,  1745.— Cuthbert  Rafton,  1746 John  Tempest,  1747-— 

The  Hon.  Henry  Vane,  1748.— Robert  Leighton,  1749. — Henry  Vane^ 

jun.,    1750 William    Allison,    1751 — John    Greveson,    1752.— Henry 

Lambton,  1753 — George  Bowes,  1754.— John  Wilson,  1755.— Cuthbert 
Rafton,  1756.— Robert  Leighton,  1757— John  Tempest,  1458.— The  Hon. 
Raby  Vane,  1759.— Robert  Alliton,  1760.— Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  Bart.^ 

1761 John  Lambton,  1762.— Henry  Earl  of  Darlington,  1763.— Joshua 

Rafton,  1764.^William  Allison,  1765,— John  Greveson,  1766.- George 
Baker,  1767.— Robert  Allison,  1768.— John  Greveson,  jun.,  1769.— Sir 
Thamas  Clavering,  Bart.,  1770 — John  Wilson,  1771 — Thomas  Wilson, 
1772.— Robert  Allison,  1773 — John  Greveson,  jun.,  1774.— Sir  John  Eden, 
Bart.,  1775.— Jonathan  Davison,  1776.- Thomas  Wilson,  1777 — John 
Tempest,  1778.— Thomas  Davison,  1779— Robert  Allison,  1780.— Robert 
Wilson,  1781.— Ralph  Milbanke,  1782.— Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  Bart., 
1783.— Henry  Earl  of  Darlington,  1784.— Sir  H.  George  Liddell,  Bart^ 
1785 Sir  John  Eden,  Bart.,  1786.— Anthony  HaU,  1787 — John  Tempest^ 
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17B8. — John  Marley,  1789. — Charles  -Speannan,  1790. — Ralph  Milbanke, 
1791.— ^George  Baker,  1792.— Carr  Ibbetson,  1793.— William  Henry 
Lambton,  1794.— The  Rev.  Thomas  Place,  1795.— Timothy  Johnson, 
1796.— Robert  Wilson,  1797.— Sir  H.  Vane  Tempest,  Bart..  1798 — Henry 
Methold  1799.— Ralph  John  Lambton,  1800.— Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  Bart., 
1801.— Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  Bart.,  I802.~-Thomas  Wilkinson,  1803.— 
John  Douthwaite  Nesham,  1804. — Carr  Ibbetson,  1805. — Sir  H.  Vane 
Tempest,  Bart.,  1806.— Sir  Martin  Stapylton,  Bart.,  I8O7.— Daniel  Seddon, 
180&— Cuthbert  Ellison,  1809.— Carr  Ibbetson,  I810.-Oeorge  Pocock, 
1811.— Wflliam  Vollum,  1812.— Robert  Wilson,  1813.— George  AUan, 
1814.— John  Cooke,  1815.— Sir  Cuthbert  Sharp,   1816.— Rev.   William 

Wilaon,   I8I7.— Earl  of  Darlington  (now  Duke  of  Cleveland),  1818 

William  Sedgwick,  1819.— George  Poaick,  1820.— William  VoUum,  1821. 

—The  Hon.  William  John  Frederic  Powlett,  1822 John  Cooke,  1823.— 

Sir  Cuthbert  Sharp,  1824.— Rev.  William  Wilson,  1826.— William  Sedg- 
wick, 1826.— Daniel  Seddon,  182?.— The  Most  Noble  Charles  William 
Vane  Tempest,  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  1828. — WiUiam  Skinner,  sen., 
1829.— Thomas  Vincent,  1830— The  Most  Noble  William  Henry  Vane, 

Marquis  of  Cleveland,  1831.— Thomas  Vincent,  1832,  ob.  30th  March 

WiUiam  Vollum,  May  4,  1832,  p.  m.  Vincent.— 1833,  William  Haslewood, 
M.  D.,  who  was  the  last  mayor  of  this  borough. 

1593.  (July  27). — Joseph  Lampion,  or  Lambton,  a  member  of 
the  family  at  South  Biddick,  suffered  in  defence  of  his  religion  during 
Queen  Elizabeth'^s  attempt  to  extirpate  the  catholic  priesthood  from 
the  land.  He  was  educated  at  the  college  at  Rheims,  from  whence 
he  went  to  the  English  college  at  Rome  in  1589.  Being  ordained  a 
priest,  he  was  sent  to  England,  where  he  was  immediately  apprehen- 
ded, tried,  and  condemned.  He  suffered  at  Newcastle  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  sight  of  his  friends  and  relatives. — CAatt(mer'*8 
Mems.  o/Miss.  Priests. 

1594  (Feb.  4). — John  Speed,  layman,  was  executed  at  Durham. 
His  crime  was  being  aiding  and  assisting  to  BomsA  catholic  priests. 
On  July  24,  John  Boast,  a  native  of  Penrith,  was  executed  at  Durham. 
The  next  day  John  Ingram,  a  native  of  Warwickshire,  was  executed 
at  Gateshead.      These  were  both  Roman  catholic  priests. — Surtees. 

July  26. — The  rev.  George  Swallowell  was  executed  at  Darling- 
ton, at  which  place  he  was  bom  in  1564,  and  was  educated  for  the 
church.  While  curate  or  reader  at  Houghton-le-Spring,  he  went  one 
day  to  visit  a  gentleman  who  was  imprisoned  at  Durham  for  recus- 
ancy, when  a  dispute  took  place,  which  ended  in  Mr.  Swallowell  em- 
bracing the  Roman  catholic  faith.  He  was  shortly  after  apprehended 
and  committed  to  Durham  gaol,  and,  after  a  yearns  imprisonment, 
received  judgement,  which  wajs  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered, 
at  his  native  town. — Challoner*8  Miss.  Priests. 
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1591. — Bishop  Hutton  is  said  to  have  incorporated  the  compaay 
of  masons,  of  the  city  of  Durham,  this  year. — Surtees. 

1595  (March  25). — Toby  Mathew,  dean  of  Durham,  was  nomin- 
ated bishop  of  that  see.  He  was  universally  allowed,  even  by  his 
adveroaries,  to  be  one  of  the  most  able  controversialists,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  preachers,  of  hie  age ;  and  in  private  life  he 
was  singularly  followed  and  beloved  for  his  steady  friendship,  his 
liberal  bounty,  and  the  cheerful  and  unaffected  freedom  of  his  conver- 
sation. On  the  26th  of  July,  1606,  he  was  translated  to  York,  where 
he  presided  till  bis  death  in  1628. — I&id. 

In  the  parochial  register  of  Hesleden,  Durham,  under  this  year, 
the  following  entry  occurs. — "  The  xi  dale  of  Maie,  at  vi  of  y*  clok 
in  the  mominge,  being  ful  water,  Mr.  Henrie  Mitford,  of  Hoolam, 
died  at  Newcastel,  &  was  buried  the  xvi  daie,  beinge  sondaie,  at 
eavenmge  prayer,  the  hired  preacher  maid  the  sermon. — The  xvii  daJQ 
of  Maye,  at  xii  of  y*  cloke  at  noone,  being  lowe  water,  Mrs.  Barbarie 
Metford  died,  and  was  buried  the  xviii  daie  of  May,  at  ix  of  the  cloke 
in  y*  mominge.  Mr.  Holsworth  maid  the  sermon.  1595." — Chro- 
nicon  MiraHle. 

This  year,  bishop  Mathew  granted  a  license,  authorimig  John 
baron  Lumley,  of  Lumley  castle,  to  translate  to  the  church  of  Chester- 
le-Street,  the  remains  and  monuments  of  his  ancestors,  particularly  of 
John  Lumley  and  Ralph  Lumley,  from  the  yard  of  the  cathedral  at 
Durham,  whore  they  were  placed  near  the  north  door.  The  north 
aisle  ofChesterchurch  is  solely  appropriated  to  and  filled  with  a  solemn 
arrangement  of  fourteen  effigies  of  this  illustrious  family. — Swrteet. 
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Aug.  21. — ^Tobie  Mathew,  bishop  of  Durham,  confinned  by  char« 
ter,  l^e  ancient  usages  and  customs  of  the  crafts  or  trades  of  dyers, 
fullers,  blacksmiths,  locksmiths,  cutlers,  joiners,  and  carpenters,  of 
the  borough  of  Grateshead,  and  incorporated  them  into  one  com- 
pany.— Gaieshd.  Corp.  Enq. 

1596  (Dec.  13). — ^The  wife  of  Thomas  Grace,  of  Stannington, 
Northumberland,  was  presented  at  a  visitation,  for  turning  the  riddle 
for  things  lost  or  stolen.  The  riddle  was  formerly  much  in  use  among 
practitioners  in  the  occult  sciences.  A  pair  of  spring  shears  were 
conrnaonly  used  with  them,  and  of  their  own  accord  turned  round 
when  the  name  of  the  person,  who  had  stolen  the  goods  pursued,  was 
called  over  them.  Lovers,  too,  in  an  open  passage  at  night,  sought 
to  see  through  the  meshes  of  a  riddle,  the  form  of  their  future  part- 
ners in  the  connubial  life. — Hodgwv^B  Northd. 

1597  (May  21). — The  following  occurs  in  the  parochial  register  of 
Stranton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  under  this  date,  ^^  Heere  began 
the  sickness^  (the  plague).  The  burials  in  the  preceding  year  are 
fifty-two;  in  the  above  year  ninety-three,  amongst  the  victims  are 
^^Saphe  Turner  y*  vicar,  July  27.  Richard  Turner,  brother  to 
y*  said  Baphe,  buried  the  same  day.^ — Surtees. 

July  4. — The  assizes  were  deferred  on  account  of  the  plague  then 
raging  at  Newcastle,  and  the  following  places  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham : — Durham,  Darlington,  Grateshead,  Whickham,  Stainton,  Bur- 
don^  Boldon,  Houghton,  Chester,  Billingham,  St.  Helen  Auckland, 
Wolsingham,  Aycliffe,  and  in  several  other  places.  The  poor  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Durham,  were  lodged  in  huts  erected  upon  the 
moors  near  that  place.  Bishop  Mathew  retired  to  his  caatle  at 
Stockton  to  avoid  the  infection.  October  17,  there  were  dead  of  the 
plague  at  Darlington,  three  hundred  and  forty  persons.  October  27, 
there  was  dead  in  Elvet,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  more  than  four 
hundred;  in  St.  Nicholas^  parish  one  hundred;  in  St.  Margaret^s 
two  hundred ;  in  St.  Giles^  sixty ;  in  St.  Mary's,  in  the  North  Bailey, 
«ixty.  Twenty-four  prisoners  died  in  gaol.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen 
deaths  are  recorded  in  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  Durham,  between 
the  11th  of  July  and  the  27th  of  November.  Many  of  these  persons 
were  buried  on  the  moQr,  or  in  St.  Thomas's  chapel,  beyond  Glaypath. 
—Ibid. 

August  26. — Anthony  Arrowsmith,  arraigned  of  murder  at  Dur- 
ham, stood  mute  upon  his  trial,  and  was  pressed,  to  death  in  the 
raiorket  place  there. — Ibid. 

At  this  period  there  was  a  company  of  free  cutlers  in  Newcastle. 
Mention  occurs  of  them  as  a  sopiety  in  the  ordinary  of  the  company 
of  armourers  of  the  same  date.    In  the  year  1688,  they  appear  to  have 
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presented  to  the  election  of  mayor,  as  one  of  the  fifteen  by-trades ; 
but  no  ordinary  or  other  record  of  the  oompany  has  been  preserved. 
Their  hall,  anoiently  called  ^'  Cutlers'*  Tower,''  is  now  the  meeting 
house  of  the  fraternity  of  masons. — Brand. 

1597  (Sept.  12). — John  Bedforth,  pettycanon  of  Durham  cathe- 
dral, made  his  will,  and  the  day  after  added  to  it  the  following  nun- 
cupative codicil  when  walking  in  one  of  the  streets.  ^^  He  willed  and 
bequeathed  to  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  South  Bailey,  his 
best  surplice,  having  sleeves,  and  being  worth  as  he  said  208.,  before 
Robert  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Gutkbert  Nicholl,  and  diven  others. 
Mrs.  Prentesse,  Bartie  Young,  alicu  Drunken  Bartie,  and  others 
heard  when  he  thus  spoke  and  willed." — Surtees- 

1598.  (Jan.  and  Feb). — The  plague  ceased  at  Durham  and  Dar- 
lington, but  broke  out  again  on  the  15th  of  September,  the  same  year. 
—Ibid. 

Soon  after  Carey,  eari  of  Monmouth,  was  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  middle  marches,  he  received  great  annoyance  from  the 
outlaws  of  Liddisdale.  He  says  ^^  they  kept  him  a  great  while  in 
cumber.''  ^^  The  first  thing  they  did  was  the  taJdng  of  Haltwesell, 
and  carrying  away  of  prisoners,  a^d  all  their  goods."  ^^  I  sent,"  says 
he  "  to  seek  for  justice  for  so  great  a  wrong.  The  opposite  officer 
sent  me  word,  it  was  not  in  his  power;  for  that  they  were  all 
fugitives,  and  not  answerable  to  the  king's  laws.  I  acquainted  the 
king  of  Scots  with  his  answer.  He  signified  to  me  that  it  was  true, 
and  that  if  I  could  take  my  own  revenge  without  hurting  his  honest 
subjects,  he  would  be  glad  of  it.  I  took  no  long  time  to  resolve  what 
to  do,  but  sent  some  two  hundred  horse  to  the  place,  where  the  prin- 
cipal outlayers  (!  outlaws)  lived ;  and  took  and  brought  away  all  the 
goods  they  had.  The  outlaws  themselves  were  in  strong  holds,  and 
could  no  way  be  got  hold  of.  But  one  of  the  chief  of  them  being 
of  more  courage  than  the  rest,  got  to  horse  and  came  pricking  after 
them,  crying  out  and  asking  ^what  he  was  that  durst  avow  that 
mighty  work.'  One  of  the  company  came  to  him  with  a  spear,  and 
ran  him  through  the  body,  leaving  his  spear  broken  in  him,  of  which 
wound  he  died.  The  goods  were  divided  to  poor  men,  from  whom 
they  were  taken  before.  This  act  so  irritated  the  outlaws  that  they 
vowed  cruel  revenge,  and  that  before  next  winter  was  ended,  they 
would  leave  the  whole  country  waste.  His  name  was  Sim  of  the 
Cathill  (an  Armstrong)  that  was  killed,  and  it  was  a  Ridley  of  Halt- 
wesell  that  killed  him.  They  presently  took  a  resolution  to  be 
revenged  of  that  town.  Thither  they  came  and  set  many  houses  of 
the  town  on  fire,  and  took  away  all  their  goods :  and  as  they  were 
running  up  and  down  the  streets  with  lights  in  their  hands,  to  set 
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more  booses  on  fire,  Uiere  was  one  other  of  the  Bidleye,  that  was  m 
a  strong  stone  house,  that  made  a  shot  out  at  them,  and  it  was  his 
good  hap  to  kill  an  Armstrong,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  chiefest  outlaw. 
The  death  of  this  young  man  wrought  so  deep  an  impression  amongst 
them,  as  many  vows  were  made,  that  before  the  end  of  next  winter 
'tiiey  would  lay  the  border  waste.  This  [murder]  was  done  about  Uie 
mid  of  May,"  1598.— flbti^ww'*  Norihd. 

1598  (Sept.  16).— William  Marshall,  of  London,  was  hanged  and 
boned. — Seg.  of  St.  Nieholai,  Durham. 

15M9  (March  22).— Queen  Elizabeth,  granted  a  charter  to  the 
mayor  and  buif^esses  of  Newcastle :  this,  which  is  called  Trb  Gbkat 
Chakter,  constitutes  the  basis  of  their  oonstitution,  and  cost  them 
^635.  lOs.- iVtfioc.  Freem.  Pocket  Comp. 

By  a  clause  in  the  above  charter,  the 
brethren  of  the  ancient  guild  or  fraternity 
of  hostmen  of  that  town  which  had  ex- 
isted there  &om  time  immemorial  for  the 
loading  and  better  disposing  of  coals  and 
stones,  were  created  a  body  corporate. 
The  hostmen  of  Newcastle  were  so  called 
from  their   receiving    and    entertaining 
mercbantA,  (their  guests  or  hosts)  re- 
sorting thither  to  buy  coaJs  and  stones. 
The  following  ancient  statutes  refer  to 
persons  of  a  umilar  description, — the  13  Edward  I.  Stat.  2,  G.  4, 
(1285)  enacted  "  that  in  great  towns  being  walled  the  gates  shall  be 
closed  Irora  the  sun  setting  until  the  sun  rising,  and  that  no  man  do 
lodge  in  suburbs  nor  in  any  place  out  of  the  town  from  nine  of  the 
dock  until  day  without  his  hoit  shall  answer  for  him."    The  31st  Ed- 
ward III.,  Stat.  2,  G.  2,  (1357)  enacted  "that  the  fishers  be  free  to 
adl  their  herring  to  all  that  oome  to  the  fair  of  Great  Yarmouth 
without  any  disturbance  of  their  Hottden  or  any  other,  and  when  the 
fibers  will  sell  their  merchandizes  in  the  port  they  shall  have  their 
hviteUn  with  them  and  that  all  htatlert  be  sworn  before  the  wardens 
of  the  said  fair  and  enjoined  to  receive  their  guests  (hosts)  well  and 
oonvenienUy,"  and  the  5th  Henry  IV.  C.  9.  (1403)  enacted  "that 
in  every  dty,  town,  and  sea  port  in  England,  where  merchants,  aliens, 
or  strangers  be  or  shall  be  repairing ;  sufBcient  hottt  shall  be  assigned 
to  the  same  merehanU  by  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  or  bailiffs  of  the  said 
cities,  towns,  and  sea  ports,  and  that  the  said  merchants,  aliens,  and 
strangers  shall  dwell  in  no  other  place  bat  with  their  said  hosts  so  to 
be  assigned,  and  that  the  same  ImsIs  shall  take  for  their  travel  in  the 
manner  as  was  accustomed  in  ancient  time."   The  persons  entertiuning 
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and  the  persons  entertained  were  indifferently  called  koiU — the  guild 
of  merchants  of  Newcastle  on  the  28th  July,  10th  Henry  VIII. 
(1518)  enacted  "that  no  hostman  nor  none  other  man  being  free  of 
this  fellowship,  shall  buy  any  goods  of  their  hosts ; ""  and  the  frater- 
nity of  hostmen  on  the  3rd  February,  1600,  ordered  "that  no  free 
brother  of  this  fellowship  shall  henceforth  go  or  send  to  talk  or  speak 
with  the  owner,  master,  or  purser  of  any  ship,  hoy,  or  other  vessel,  to 
learn  whose  oaste  he  is,  thereby' to  procure  him  to  be  his  oaste^  or  to 
withdraw  him  from  his  old  oaste.'*'*  See  an  engraving  of  the  seal  of 
the  hostmen  annexed. — Commtmicated  by  H,  Ingledew^  Esq, 

The  following  is  an  entry  in  the  register  of  St.  John^s  church, 

in   Newcastle: — "Buried,    Clement    Boderforthe,   gentleman;    was 

executed  in  the  castle  the  22nd  day  of  August,  1599.^ 

1599   (June   29). — The  free  grammar    school  of  Hexham    was 

...^^^       founded    by   charter    of   queen    Elizabeth,    which 

^•^^V    ordains  that  one  master  of  the  degree  of  M.  A. 

iM  ^^  l^^t,  shall  preside,  and  be  assisted  by  one  usher ; 

^\  that  twelve  parishioners  shall  be  chosen  governors 

^^3/    for  life,  and  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic  for 

"••*— *^       ever,  and  have  and  use  a  common  seal. —  Wrights 
History  of  Hexham, 

August  29. — Francis  Gully  and  Bryan  Gant  were  hanged  and 
buried. — Reg.  of  St.  Nich,  Durham. 

1600. — The  ancient  ordinary  and  several  of  the  early  books  of  the 
incorporated  company  of  skinners  and  glovers,  of  the  city  of  Durham, 
are  lost.  The  earliest  now  preserved  begin  in  1600,  but  one  of  their 
books  quotes  a  rule  dated  1507. — Surtees 

The  following  is  a  list  of  mayors  and  sheriiis  for  Newcastle  during 
the  seventeenth  century : — 


MAYOBS. 

1(300  George  Selby, 

1601  Francis  Anderson, 

1602  Robert  Dudley, 

1603  William  Warmouth. 

1604  Thomas  Riddell, 

1605  Lionel  Maddison, 

1606  Sir  George  Selby, 

1607  James  Clavering, 

1608  Henry  Chapman, 

1609  Thomas  Liddell, 

1610  William  Jennison, 

1611  Sir  George  Selby, 

1612  Francis  Anderson, 

1613  Sir  Henry  Anderson, 


SHERIFFS. 

Robert  Anderson. 
Thomas  Riddell. 
Francis  Burrell. 
Matthew  Chapman, 
Peter  Riddell. 
Henry  Maddison. 
Hugh  Selby. 
Robert  Shaftoe. 
William  Hall. 
Thomas  Liddell. 
Timothy  Draper. 
Alexander  Davison. 
Roger  Anderson. 
Henry  Chapman. 
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MAYORS. 

614  William  Warmouth, 

615  Francis  Burrell, 

616  Sir  Thomas  Riddell, 

617  Lionel  Maddison, 

618  James  Clavering, 

619  Sir  Peter  RiddeU, 

620  Henry  Chapman^ 

621  William  Jennison, 

622  Sir  George  Selby, 

623  Henry  Maddison, 

624  William  Hall, 

625  Sir  Thomas  Liddell, 

626  Alexander  Davison^ 

627  Henry  Chapman, 

628  Robert  Bewick, 

629  John  Clavering, 

630  Robert  Anderson, 

631  William  Warmouth, 

632  Sir  Lionel  Maddison, 

633  Ralph  Cole, 

634  Ralph  Cock, 

635  Sir  Peter  Riddell, 

636  Thomas  Liddell, 

637  John  Marley, 

638  Alexander  Davison, 

639  Robert  Bewick, 

640  Sir  Nicholas  Cole, 

641  Sir  Nicholas  Cole, 

642  Sir  John  Marley, 

643  Sir  Nicholas  Cole, 

644  Sir  John  Marley,+ 

645  John  Blackston, 

646  Henry  Dawson, 

647  Thomas  Ledger, 

648  Thomas  Bonner, 

649  William  Dawson, 

650  Greorge  Dawson, 

651  Thomas  Bonner, 

652  Henry  Dawson, 

653  William  Johnson, 

654  William  Johnson, 


SHERIFFS. 

John  Cock. 
Robert  Bewick. 
Nicholas  Milbum. 
William  Bonner. 
John  Clavering. 
Robert  Anderson. 
Nicholas  Tempest. 
Henry  Liddell. 
Richard  Ledger. 
Henry  Bowes.* 
Lionel  Maddison. 
Ralph  Cole. 
Ralph  Cock. 
Henry  Cock. 
Ralph  Grey. 
Robert  Shaftoe. 
James  Carr. 
Henry  Warmouth. 
Francis  Bowes. 
Nicholas  Cole. 
John  Marley. 
L^nard  Carr. 
Henry  Lewen. 
Peter  Maddison. 
Mark  Milbank. 
John  Emmerson. 
Francis  Liddell. 
Francis  Anderson. 
Henry  Maddison. 
Thomas  Liddell,  qu. 
James  Cole. 
Christopher  Nicholson. 
Henry  Rawling. 
Robert  Young. 
Ralph  Jennison. 
Samuel  Rawling. 
John  Lodge. 
Peter  Sanderson. 
John  Butler. 
Robert  Johnson. 
John  Rumney. 


*   Sheriff  ISowes  was  buried  June  •I',  1624,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  Jackson. 

f  He  was  chosen  mayor  by  a  mandamus  from  the  kini?.    After  the  town  wati  taken  by 
the  ScotSi  Henry  Warmouth  was  mayor,  and  Robert  Ellison  sheriff. 
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MAYORS. 

1655  Robert  Shaftoe, 

1656  Henry  Rawling, 

1657  George  Daw80Q> 

1658  Mark  Milbank, 

1659  ThomaB  Booner, 

1660  John  Emmerson^ 

1661  Sir  John  Marley, 

1662  Sir  Francis  Anderson^ 

1663  Sir  James  Clavering, 

1664  Sir  Francis  Liddd), 

1665  Henry  Maddison, 

1666  William  Blackett, 

1667  Henry  Brabant, 

1668  Ralph  Jennison, 

1669  Thomas  Daviwm, 

1670  William  Carr, 

1671  Ralph  Orey, 

1672  Mark  Milbank, 

1673  Timothy  Davison, 

1674  Thomas  Jennison, 

1675  Sir  Frauds  Anderson, 

1676  Sir  Ralph  Carr, 

1677  Robert  Roddam, 

1678  Matthew  Jefferson, 

1679  George  Morton, 

1680  Sir  Nath.  Johnson, 

1681  Timothy  Robson, 

1682  Nicholas  Fenwick, 

1683  WiUiam  Blackett, 

1684  WiUiam  Aubone, 

1685  Sir  Henry  Brabant, 

1686  Nicholas  Cole, 

1687  John  Squire,* 

1688  William  Hutchinson,  f 

1689  William  Carr, 

1690  William  Ramsey, 

1691  Matthew  White, 

1692  Thomas  Wasse, 


8HBRIFF8. 

Henry  Thompson. 
George  Blakistone. 
George  Thoresby. 
John  Watson. 
James  Briggs  or  Bigg. 
William  Blackett. 
Thomas  Jennison. 
Henry  Brabant. 
Robert  Shaftoe. 
Francis  LiddeU. 
William  Carr. 
Timothy  Davison. 
Ralph  Grey. 
Robert  Jennison. 
John  Rogers. 
Richard  Wright. 
Matthew  Jefferson. 
Robert  Mallabsr. 
George  Morton. 
Henry  Jennison. 
William  Christian. 
Michael  Blackett. 
Timothy  Robson. 
Nicholas  Fenwick. 
William  Aubone. 
Joseph  Bonner. 
John  Squire. 
Nichoks  Ridley. 
John  Rumney. 
William  Proctor. 
Ralph  Elstob. 
Thomas  Paise. 
William  Ramsay. 
Matthias  Partis. 
William  Featherston. 
Thomas  Wasse. 
Joseph  Atkinson. 
Benjamin  Davison. 


*  John  Sqaire  was  remoYed  by  mandamus  from  the  king,  December  24,  and  sir  Wfl* 
liam  Creagh  placed  in  his  stead.  Samuel  Gill  was  also  appointed  sheriff  in  room  of 
William  Ramsay. 

f  William  Hutchinson,  a  dissenter,  and  brotheMn-law  to  aldennan  Barnes,  was  turned 
out  at  the  revolution,  and  succeeded  by  Nichobs  Ridley;  and  Matthew  White  was 
appointed  sheriff  in  place  of  Matthias  Pkrtis. 
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MAVOBS.  8HBSIFF8. 

1693  Sir  Ralph  Carr,  George  Whinfield. 

1694  Joseph  Atkinson,  Robert  Eden. 

1695  Timothy  Robson,  George  Henderson. 

1696  George  Whinfield,  William  Ramsay. 

1697  Nicholas  Fenwick,  Creorge  Cuthbertson. 
1696  Sir  William  Blackett,  Edward  Harrison. 
1699  Robert  Eden,  Jonathan  Hargrave. 

1600  (August  9). Thomas  Palliser,  a  seminary  priest;    John 

Norton  of  Skirmingham,  gentleman,  and  John  Talbot  a  York- 
shire gentleman,  (accused  of  harbouring  Palliser)  were  executed 
at  Durham. — Suriees. 

1600. — It  appears  by  an  order  of  the  hostmen's  company  of  New- 
easUe-upon-Tyne,  of  this  date,  that  waggons  and  waggon-ways  had 
not  then  been  invented,  but  that  the  coals  were  at  that  time  brought 
down  finom  the  pits  in  wains  (holding  eight  bowls  each,  all  measured 
and  marked),  to  the  staiths  by  the  side  of  the  river  Tyne. — Brand. 

1601. — ^A  statute  of  the  English  parliament  of  this  date,  declared 
guilty  of  felony,  and  condemned  to  death  and  forfeiture,  all  within  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  or  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  who  vio- 
lently  made  prisoners  the  persons  of  others,  and  extorted  ransoms 
irom  them ;  all  spoilers  and  fire-raisers,  and  all  who,  as  the  price  of 
protection  from  such  outrages,  exacted  what  was  called  black  maily  of 
whom  were  several  men  of  name,  who  employed  and  supported  the 
most  notorious  thieves  and  marauders  in  those  parts ;  and,  finally, 
those  who  agreed  to  pay  this  extortion. — Bidpath, 

This  year,  Elizabeth  Jennison,  widow  of  Thomas  Jennison,  esq., 
founded  a  school  at  Heighington,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  A 
handsome  new  school-house  was  erected  in  1812,  and  was  opened 
June  9, 1813. — Surtees. 

1602  (Feb.  26). — An  interesting  account  of  the  state  of  the  coal- 
trade  of  Newcastle  is  preserved  in  the  books  of  the  hostmen'^s  com- 
pany under  the  above  date  :  there  appears  to  have  been  at  that  time 
twenty  eight  acting  fitters,  or  hostmen,  who  were  to  vend  by  the  year 
nine  thousand  and  eighty  tons  of  coals,  and  find  eighty-five  keels  for 
that  purpose :  the  prices  ordered  were,  for  the  best  sort  not  above 
ten  shillings  the  chaldron ;  for  the  second  best  sort  not  above  nine 
shillings ;  and  of  the  kind  called  there  ^^  the  meane  coles,*"  not  above 
eight  shillings  for  the  like  quantity. — Brand. 

July  30. — ^'  Robert  Brandling,  merchant  adventurer,  executed  and 
buried.*" — Beg.  of  All  Saints'^  Newc. 

Andrew  Tate  was  tried  and  convicted  of  murder  and  robbery,  com- 
mitted at  Bumhall,  near  Sunderland  bridge,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
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and  he  wa«  lianged  on  the  high  road,  where  the  ways  to  Ferrjhill 
and  Auckland  divide. — 8tui«e». 

1602. — The  corporation  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  consists  of  a 
mayor,  an  alderman  for  the  year,  and  four  bailiffs,  a  majonty  of 
whom  can  act  as  sherilT  in  the  execution  of  all  writs  and  mandates 
from  the  queen's  courts  at  Westminster,  and  those  of  inferior  import 
in  the  court  of  record  belon^ng  to  the  borough.  The  mayor, 
recorder,  and  justices,  with  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  have,  by  the 
charter,  a  power  to  hold  general  and  quarter-sesaiomi,  for  the  trial 
of  petty  felonies,  trespasses,  and  other  misdemeanours.  They  can 
also  hold  a  general  gaol  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  felonies ; 
and  such  or  are  capitally  convicted  at  these  trials  are  executed 
within  the  borough.  These  courts  cannot  be  opened  unless  the  mayor 
and  recorder  are  present,*  The  first  of  the  mayors  of  Berwick  on 
record,  was  elected  in  the  above  year;  and  the  following  is  their 


Hu^e  Gr^Mn,  1602.— Michael  Sanderson,  1603.— Thomas  ParktnMMi, 
]eS4.— Robert  Jackson,  1605— Mark  Saltonstall,  1606.— Hughe  Gregrmi, 
1607— Robert  Jackson,  1608.— James  BurreU,  1609.— Leonard  Fairley, 
1610.— James  BurrelJ,  lOll.-Michael  Sand»fwm,  1612— John  Orde,  1613. 
— Thomas  Parkinson,  1614. — Mark  Saltonstall,  1615. — Hughe  Gregson, 
1616— Steven  Jacksun,  1617.— Thomas  Parkinson,  1618.- Michael  Sander- 
son 1619.— Sir  Wm.  Bowyer,  kt.  1620,  1621,  1622,  1623 —J«hn  Orde, 
1624— Sir  Wm.  Bowyer,  162.5— Robert  Jackson,  1626,  1627.— Midiael 

•  While  Slid  Piirson. 
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Sanderson,  1638.— William  Fenwick,  1629.— Andrew  Moore,  1630.— Sir 
Ralph  Selby,  kt.  1631.— William  Orison,  1632.— Ed.  Moore,  1633  (Ed. 
Moore  died,  and  W.  Gregson  was  elected,). — William  Orde,  1634. — WiUiam 
Fenwick,  1635 — John  Sleigh,  l636.-^ohn  Saltonstall,  1637.— William 
Fenwick,  1638.— Andrew  Moore,  1639— Sir  Robert  Jackson,,  kt.  1640.— 
John  Sleigh,  1641,  1642,  1643, 1644, 1645^Luke  Orde,  1646.— Benjamin 
aerke.  1647— Andrew  Crisp,  1648.~-Thoma8  Watsone,  1649,  1660,  1661. 
— Elias  Pratt,  1652 — Stephen  Jackson,  1653,  1654.--John  Sleigh,  1655. 
—Thomas  Watsone,  1656 —Ralph  Salkeld,  1667,  1658— Richard  Tram- 
hie,  1659.— Richd.  Selby,  1660  (R.  Selby  died,  and  Ben.  Gierke  elected),— 
Benjamin  Gierke,  1661.— Andrew  Moore,  1662.— Thomas  Watson,  1663.— 
Elias  Pratt,  1664,  1665,  1666.— Henry  Edmeston,  1667,  1668,  1669.— 
Anthony  Gountin,  1670.— Thomas  Watson,  1671— Elias  Pratt,  1672.— 
James  Gatteral,  1673,  1674.— H.  Edmeston,  1675  (H.  Edmeston  died,  and 
Thos.  Watson  ^/w/erf)— Richard  Glarkson,  1676.— ^ohn  Luck,  1677,  1678, 
1679,  1680,  1681,  1682— George  Watson,  1683.— William  FenwiA,  1684. 
— Ferdinando  Forster,  1685 —William  Lawson,  1686 — John  Pratt,  1687^ 
1688.— Ephraim  Nealson,  1689.— Stephen  Jackson,  1690,  1691.— Edward 
Neahson,  1692,  1693,  1694, 1695,  1696.— Thomas  Griere,  1697.— Edward 
Watson,  169a— Anthony  Compton,  1699,  1700  — DaWd  Stow,  1701,  1702, 
1703._  Edward  Nealson,  1704, 1705.— Anthony  Gompton,  1706.— Thomas 
Watson,  1707,  1708.-^ohn  Sibbit,  1709,  1710,  1711— Matthew  Forster, 
1712.— John  Sibbit,  1713.— Matthew  Fortser,  1714 -John  Sibbit,  1715.— 
Joseph  Watson.  1 71 6.— John  Sibbit,  1717.— Anthony  Gompton,  I7I8.— 

Joseph  Watson,  1719.— John  Sibbit,  1720.— George  Stow,  1721 John 

Sibbit,  1722.— Joseph  Watson,  1723— John  Sibbit,  1724— Joseph  Watson, 
1725.— John  Sibbit,  1726.— Thomas  WaUon,  Jun.  1727.— John  Sibbit, 
1728. — Thomas  Watson,  Jun.  1729. — Roger  Burnet,  Sen.  1730— David 
Wake,  1731.— Thomas  Watson,  Jun.  1732.— Thomas  Watson,  Sen.  1733.— 
Thomas  Watson,  Jun.  1734  — Thomas  Watson,  Sen.  1735. — Thomas  Watson, 
Jun.  1736.— Roger  Burnet,  1737-— Thomas  Watson,  Sen.  1738. — Thomas 
Watson,  Jnn.  1739.— Roger  Burnet,  1740.— John  Edmeston,  1741.— Mat- 
thew Forster,  1742.— Roger  Burnet,  1743 Joseph  Watson,  1744.— Willi- 
am Stow,  1745, — Fenwick  Stow,  1746.— Roger  Burnet,  1747.— Joseph  Wat- 
son, 1748.— William  Temple,  1749.— William  Stow  Lundie,  ]750....Feu- 

wick  Stow,  1751 Joseph  Watson,  1752 — William  Temple,  1753 Henry 

Hodgson,  1754. — William  Balderson,  1755. — Samuel  Burn,  1756. — Henry 

Hodgson,  1757— Fenwick  Stow,  1758.— Henry  Hodgson,  1759 William 

Hall  1760.— Henry  Hodgson,  1761 — William  Balderston,  1762 Samuel 

Burn^  1763. — Fenwick  Stow,  1764 John  Burn,  1765. — Henry  Hodgson, 

1766.— Matthew  Forster,  1767.— Samuel  Burn,  1768.— John  Bum,  1769 

William  Balderston,  1770.— Matthew  Forster,  1771— Samuel  Burn,  1772. 
—John  Burn,  1773 — Matthew  Forster,  1774.— David  Pratt,  1775.— WiUi- 
am  Grieve,  1776 — Matthew  Forster,  1777 —Robert  Wilkie,  1778.— Robert 
Edmeston,  1779.— Robert  Wilkie,  1780.— William  HaU,  1781.— John  Burn, 
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1782.— John  Clunie,  1783.— David  Stow,   1784,— WiUiam  HaU,  1786 

Daniel  Ord,  1786.— MaUhew  Fonter,  1787.— George  Forster,  1788.— David 
Stow,  1789.— William  HaU,  1790.— David  Stow,  1791.— Geo^  Forater, 
1792.— Thomas  Hall,  1793— David  Stow,  1794 — Matthew  Fonter,  1795. 

—Thomas  Hall,  1796 — James  Bell,  1797 Samuel  Burn,  1798.— Thomas 

Hall,  1799 — David  Logan,  1800.— James  Bell,  1801 — John  Steavenson, 
1802 — David  Logan,  1803. — John  Steavenson,  1804. — WiUiam  Pattiaon, 
1805.  -David  Stow,  1806 — John  Steavenson,  1807.— David  Stow,  1808— 
John  Steavenson,  1809. — Samuel  Bum,  1810. — John  Steavenson,  1811.— 
William  Pattison,  1812.— G.  F.  Ord,  1813— John  Steavenson,  1814.— Rev. 

Jos.  Barnes,  1815.— William  Pattison,  1816 David  Stow,  1817.— John 

Hall,  1818.— Thomas  J.  Steel,  1819.— Anthony  Compton,  1820.— Thomas 
J.  Steel,  1821.— John  Steavenson,  1822— David  Logan,  1823.— Thomas  J. 
Steel,  1824.- David  Logan,  1825— Thomas  J.  Steel,  1826.— William 
Weatherhead,  1827— WiUiam  Dunbar  How,  1828.— John  Wilson.  1829— 
John  Bertram  Orde,  1830.— John  Langhorn,  18:U.— Thomas  Chartres,  1832. 
.—David  Logan,  1833.— John  Wilson,  1834. — CwitribuUd  by  Mark  Jame- 
WHy  JEtfq. 

Sometime  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  (between  the  years  1558 
and  1603),  came  over  to  England  from  Lorraine,  the  Henzells,  Tyz- 
acks,  and  T3^ry8.  The  reason  of  their  coming  hither  was  the  perse- 
cution of  the  protestants  in  their  own  country,  of  whose  persuasion 
they  were.  They  were  by  occupation  glass-makers.  They  settled  at 
Newcastle,  and  wrought  in  their  trade  at  the  Close-gate  on  the  river 
Tyne,  but  after  that  they  removed  into  Staffordshire,  from  whence 
they  returned  again  and  settled  upon  the  Tyne  side,  a  little  east  of 
Newcastle,  at  a  place  called  from  their  abiding  in  it  the  Glasshouses. 
Deservedly,  therefore  have  so  many  of  these  families  been  named 
Peregrines  from  the  latin  peregrinus,  signifying  a  pilgrim  or  a  stranger. 
Having  at  last  settled  here  they  became  very  numerous,  and  generally 
intermarried  to  preserve  the  thi'ee  names  of  Henzell,  Tyzack,  and 
Tytory.  There  are  still  of  the  two  former,  but  the  last  has  been  for 
many  years  extinct. — Bourne. 

1602  (Sept.  21). — Bishop  Mathew  granted  a  charter  of  incorpora- 
tion to  the  city  of  Durham.  The  city  had  previously  obtiuned  a 
charter  from  the  crown,  which  the  bishop  opposed,  as  an  infringement 
of  his  franchise;  and,  after  a  long  and  expensive  suit  in  the  ex- 
chequer, he  succeeded  in  quashing,  and  then  granted  one  himself, 
placing  the  city,  which  had  hitherto  been  governed  by  a  bailiff,  under 
a  mayor  and  aldermen. — Surtees. 

The  following  is  the  succession  of  mayors : — 

Hugh  Wright,  app.  by  bishop  Matthew,  September  21,  1602.— James 
Farrales,  elected  October  4, 1602  —Edward  Wanles,  dyer,  1603.— Thomas 
Pearson,  1604.~-William  Hall,  draper,  1605. — Robert  Sureties,  meroer. 
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^Hugh  HutehinsoDj  tanner,  I6O7. — John  Pattinson,  mercer,  1608. — Ed- 
ward Wanles,  dyer,  1609 — Hugh  Wright,  gent.,  1610— William  Hall, 

1611,  called  to  account.— George  Walton,  1617 ^William  Hall,  1618, 

1619. — Timothy  Comyn,  162  J.  (In  his  mayoralty,  a  petition  was  presented 
for  the  city  sending  two  hnrgesses  to  parliament.) — Nicholas  Whitfield, 

1621 — ^WiUiam  Hall,  1622— Hugh  Wright,   1623 John  Heighington, 

1625 — John    Lambtoune,  1626 William  Philipson,    esq.,   1627.— John 

Pattison,  October  4,   1628 Richard  Whitfield  occ.   October    27    and 

December  18,  1638.— John  Heighington,  1629_Nicholas  Whitfield  (died 
soon  after),  1630— William  Hall  succ.  Whitfield,  and  1631.— Hugh  Wright, 
1632.— Hugh  Walton,  1633,  1634.— Ralph  Allison  occ.  January  19,  1635. 
—John  Heighington,  October  4,  1636,  1637.— Thomas  Cook,  October  4, 

1638 Thomas  Mann,  January  28,  1639.— Hugh  Walton,  October  4, 1639, 

1640. — Christopher  Cookson,  October,  1641. — Ralph  Allison,  1642.  ^ohn 
Hall,  1644,  1646.— John  Airson,  mercer,  October  4,  1648,  1649 — John 
'Hall,  draper,  1650,  1651. — John,  Walton  mercer,  1652. — Anthony  Dale, 
1653. — John  Airson,  mercer,  1654. — Anthony  Bayles,  1655. — John  Hall, 
draper,  occ.  Oct.  10,  1656. — Henry  Rowell,  mercer,  occ.  December,  1656.— 

Anthony  Smith,  1657 Richard  Lee,  1658.— ...  Rowell,  1659.— Anthony 

Dale,  Oct.  4,  1660.— Stephen  Thompson,  1662 Matthew  Bailes,  1663.— 

John  Stokeld,  1665.— Thomas  Mascall,  1666 — Henry  Wanles,  dyer,  I667. 

—George  Hodgson,  1671 Stephen  Thompson,  1673 — John  HaU,  1674. — 

John  Morland,  esq.,  1676. — Thomas  Stokeld,  esq.,  1677* — William  Blakis- 
ton,  esq.,  1678. — Cuthbert  Hutchinson,  1679. — John  Duck,  esq.,  1680  — 
John  Hutchinson,  1681.  1683.— Marmaduke  Allison,  1684,  1685— Robert 
Deleval,  esq.,  1686,  1688. --George  Morland,  mercer,  1690.— William 
Greveson,  1691— Wheatley  Dobson,  1692,  1693— William  Hodgson,  1694. 
John  Gordon,  1695 —Wheatley  Dobson,  1696,  1697.— Cuthbert  Hutchin- 
son, esq.,  1698.— Edward  Fairless.  1699 — Anthony  Hall,  1 700— George 
Tweddle,  1701 — Cuthbert  Hutchinson,  1702.— Edward  Fairless,  1703— 
Ralph  Paxton,  1704.— Anthony  Hall,  1705.— Ralph  Paxton,  I7O6— John 
Gray,  1707.— Richard  Mascall,  I7O8.— Ralph  Bainbridge,  1709 — Anthony 
HaD.  1710— Francis  Cornforth.  I7II.— Michael  Brabin,  1712.— Richard 
Mascall,  1713.— John  Hutchinson,  1714. — Michael  Brabin*  1714. — John 
Grey,  1715— Francis  Cornforth,  1 716— Ralph  Bainbridge,  1717— Michael 
Brabin,  1718.— Robert  Smith,  1719.— Giles  Rain,  1720.— Henry  Forster, 
1721 — John  Gray,  1722— Francis  Cornforth,  1723.— Ralph  Bainbridge, 
1724.— Michael  Brabin,  1725— Robert  Smith.  1726.--Giles  Rain,  1727.— 
Henry  Forster,  1728.— Robert  Wharton,  1729— George  Dale,  1730.— John 
Lamb,  1731— George  Bowes,  1732.— Robert  Smith,  1733 — Henry  Forster, 

1734 John  Gray,  1735— Robert  Wharton,  1736.— George  Dale,  1737.— 

George  Bowes,  1738.— John  Aisley,  1739 — Cuthbert  Bainbridge,  1740.— 
Thomas  Dunn,  1741— William  Forster,  1742.— Thomas  Bainbridge,  1743. 
— Hilton  Shaw,  1744,— Thomas  Hornsby,  1 745.— Cuthbert  Bainbridge, 
1746.— Thomas  Dunn,  1747 — William  Forster,  1748.— Thomas  Bainbridge, 

2i 
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1749 — Thomas  Hornsby,  1750 — Joseph  Grey,  1751.— Sir  Robert  Eden, 
bart.,  1752. — George  Bowes,  esq.,  1753 — John  Richardson,  1754. — Earl  of 
Darlington,  1755. — John  Lamb,  1756.— Lord  Barnard,  1757. — Cuthbert 
Smith,  1758.— Cuthbert  Bainbridge,  1759 — Richard  Wharton,  1760.— 
John  Drake  Bainbridge,  1761 — Thomas  Homsby,  1762. — ^Joseph  Gray, 
1763— John  Hopper,  1764.— Ralph  Bowser,  1765 — John  Lamb,  1766— 

John  Drake   Bainbridge,   1767 Thomas   Hornsby,   1768. — John   Lamb, 

1769 — John  Drake  Bainbridge,  1770. — Mackenzie's  Dur. 

1603. — On  the  death  of  queen   Elizabeth,   king  James  VI.  of 
Scotland,  was  proclaimed  at  Berwick,  March  26,  king  of  England, 
France  and  Ireland,  by  the  name  of  king  James  I.    On  the  5th  of 
April,  his  majesty  began  his  journey  from  Edinburgh.    The  royal 
retinue  consisted  of  about  five  hundred  persons  on  horseback.     On 
his  arrival  at  the  Berwick  boundary,  he  was  received  with  every  de- 
monstration of  reverence  and  welcome  by  the  marshal  sir  John  Carey, 
accompanied  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  at  the  head  of  thei^ 
several  bands  of  horse  and  foot.     While  these  discharged  vollies  from 
their  musquets,  the  cannons  thundered  from  the  walls,  and  loud  accla- 
mations of  joy  were  raised  on  all  sides.     As  the  king  entered  the 
gate,  the  keys  of  the  town  were  delivered  to  him  by 'William  Selby, 
the  gentleman  porter ;    on  whom  the  king  conferred  at  that  instant 
the  honour  of  knight,  and  returned  to  him  the  keys.     Proceeding  to 
the  market-place,  through  the  armed  bands  of  the  garrison,  he  was 
there  received  by  Hugh  Gregson  the  mayor,  and  his  fellow-magis- 
trates.    The  mayor  presented  to  him  a  purse  of  gold  and  the  town'^s 
charter,  and  Christopher  Parkinson  the  recorder  addressed  him  in  a 
solemn  congratulatory  speech;    all  which  honours  he  received  very 
graciously,  restoring  the  charter,  and  assuring  the  town  of  his  favour 
and  protection.     The  king  proceeded  next  to  the  church,  to  give 
public  thanks  to  Grod  for  granting  him  a  peaceful  entrance  into  his 
new  kingdom.     Toby  Mathew,  bishop  of  Durham,  was  th^re  to  receive 
him ;  and  preached  on  the  occasion  an  eloquent  sermon.     From  the 
church  the  king  went  to  the  palace,  the  cannons  were  again  fired, 
bonfires  kindled,  and  the  town  resounded  with  cordial  and  loud  ex- 
pressions of  joy.     On  the  following  day  the  king  visited  the  fortificar 
tions,  port,  and  magazines ;  and,  while  the  troops  were  drawn  up  in 
martial  array  upon  the  ramparts,  he  fired  in  their  presence  one  of  the 
great  guns  planted  there.     On  the  8th  of  April  the  king  set  out  from 
Berwick,  and  on  his  entering  Northumberland,  was  received  by  sir 
Nicholas  Forster,  sherifT  of  the  county,  by  whom  he  was  conducted  as 
far  as  Widdrington,  where  he  was  nobly  entertained  by  sir  Robert 
Carey.    April  the  9th,  the  king  set  forward  from  Widdrington  castle 
towards  Newcastle,    "where  his  highnesse  was  met  by  the  maior. 
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aldermen,  counoell,  and  best  oomoners  of  the  same  in  joyful  manner, 
the  maior  presenting  him  with  the  sword  and  keyes  with  humble  sub- 
mipsion,  giving  to  his  majesty  also  in  token  of  love  and  loyalty  a 
purse  of  gold.''  On  the  following  Sunday,  the  bishop  of  Durham 
preached  before  him  at  St.  Nicholas^  church,  in  that  town,  from  the 
2d  Chron.  x.v,  chap.  1.  and  2nd  verses.  "  Monday  his  majesty  be* 
stowed  in  viewing  the  towne.  The  manner  and  beauty,  the  bridge 
and  keye,  being  one  of  the  fayreste  in  all  the  north  parts.  Besides 
he  released  all  the  prisoners  except  for  treason,  murther  and  papistrie, 
giving  sums  of  moneye  for  the  release  of  many  that  lay  for  debt.'" 
The  inhabitants  were  so  transported  with  his  arrival  and  presence, 
that  during  his  stay  they  bore  all  the  charges  of  his  household.  April 
the  13th,  his  majesty  arrived  at  the  city  of  Durham,  where  he  was 
received  by  the  magistrates,  and  afterwards  entertained  in  the  castle 
by  the  bishop,  who  attended  him  with  a  hundred  gentlemen  in  tawny 
livery  coats.  Next  day  his  majesty  left  the  castle,  and  slept  that 
night  at  Walworth  house,  at  that  time  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Jenni- 
son,  widow  of  Thomas  Jennison,  Esq. — Stotioe.    Ridpaih, 

1603. — The  following  occurs  in  the  register  of  St.  Andrew's,  New- 
castle.— "Bryan  Spore,  son  of  Tho.  Spore,  Wever,  bap.  22  June, 
1603.  He  was  hanged  for  stelling  of  a  velvet  dok  in  Sur  Petturs,  & 
buried  under  the  gales  on  the  Towne  Mor.'' — Chronicon  Mirahile. 

This  year  bishop  Mathew  demised  Norham  castle,  Norhamshire, 
and  Islandshire,  to  the  king,  who  immediately  granted  Norham 
to  George  Hume,  eari  of  Dunbar,  and  it  has  ever  since  remained 
severed  from  the  see. — Surtees. 

1604. — The  plague  again  broke  out  in  St.  Giles'  parish^,  in  the 
city  of  Durham.  This  is  the  last  entry  relative  to  the  plague  in 
Durham,  which  had  lasted,  with  intermissions,  from  1589,  and  had 
carried  off  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  the  rich  as  the 
poor. — Ibid. 

January  6. — Mention  first  occurs  of  the  locality  of  the  custom- 
house establishment  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  It  stood  near  the 
east  comer  of  the  Sandhill,  and  is  still  known  as  the  old  custom  house. 
The  following  list  of  Collectors  at  Newcastle,  is  from  authentic  docu- 
ments : — 

George  Dawson,  esq.  appointed  29  September,  1644.  Anthony 
Isaacson,  esq.  admitted  31  May,  1673.  John  Pye,  esq.  occurs  iur 
1695  to  24  Sep.  1697.  Robert  Hebbum,  esq.  admitted  29  Sep.  1697, 
he  died  16  May  1706.  Anthony  Isaacson,  esq.  occurs  in  1707  and 
1714, — succeeded  by  George  Westley,  esq.  who  ceased  on  26  May, 
1724.  Alfred  Lawson,  esq.  from  27  May,  1724  to  20  April,  1749. 
Langdale  Sunderland,  esq.  from  21  April,  1749  to  12  Feb.  1772. 
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Sir  BlakiBton  Gonyers,  bart.  admitted  27  Feb.  1772,  rengoed  24 
Aug.  1790.  Charles  Ogle,  eeq.  admitted  3  May,  1791 ;  superaDDuated 
in  May,  1S25.  The  colleoUon  waa  held  by  Sir  C.  Sharp,  from  24 
May,  1825,  until  the  admission  of  James  Edgcome,  esq.  6th  July, 
1825. — Sir  C.  Sharp's  Collections. 

1604  (Jan.  25). — Buried  Ann  Ourd,  wyffe  to  Christopher  Ourd. 
"  So  all  the  hole  household  dyed  in  the  viaitacion  at  this  time,  and 
80  y*  pU^e  ceased." — St.  Giles'  Beg.  Durham. 


Seal  or  rni  BoBoooa  of  Moipitb. 

The  present  seal  of  the  corporation  of  Morpeth  waa  made  in  1604, 
and  probably  g^ven  to  them  by  lord  William  Howard. — HodgtotCt 
Norikd. 

March  31. — King  James  I.  granted  a  charter  to  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  which  finally  and  solidly  established  to 
this  opulent  body,  its  large  immunities ;  that  fully  defined  the  time 
and  manner  of  electing  its  mayor,  sheriff,  chamberlains,  &c. ;  the 
dm«,tion  and  office  of  electors  and  aldermen;  and  that  clearly 
pointed  out  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  its  magis- 
trates, the  privileges  of  the  freemen,  and  the  liberties  of  the  town. — 
Brcmd. 

April  17. — "  Buried,  Dame  Whittingham,  murthered  by  hir 
husband.'"  *  Sir  Timothy  Whittingham,  son  of  Dean  Whit- 
tingham, is  reputed  to  have  slain  three  wives;  and  the  trsditioD 
certainly    derives  some  accession   of  strength  from  the  foregoing 

*  Regutrr  of  Atl  Siinti'  Nnrnatlc. 
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liingiilar  entry.  Sir  Timothy  lived  long  after  this  fact,  if  fact  it  be, 
extremely  respected ;  and  he  was  appointed  provost  marshall  to  the 
levies  in  the  county  of  Durham,  being  recommended  by  the  bishop, 
as  an  ancient  knight  and  a  s&wre  jusHcer ! ! — Chronicon  Mirabile. 

1604  (April  .iO). — King  James  I.  granted  a  charter  to  the 
burgesses  of  Berwick,  confirming  their  rights  and  privileges. — 
Fuller's  Berteici. 

July  23. — The  Vicar  General  of  the  bishop  of  Durham  pro- 
ceeded against  Eatherine  Thompson  and  Anne  Nevelson,  of  Wooler, 
*'  presented  for  being  common  charmers  of  sick  folkes  and  their  goodes, 
and  that  they  use  to  bring  white  ducks  or  drakes,  and  to  sett  the  bill 
thereof  to  the  mouth  of  the  sick  person  and  mumble  uppe  their  charmes 
in  such  a  strange  manner  as  is  damnable  and  horrible.^ — Vis*  Book^ 
Beffister  Office  Durham. 

In  the  register  of  St.  Nicholas',  Newcastle,  occurs. — "Sixe 
prisoners,  bur.  13  Aug.  1604.'' — Chronicon  Mirahile, 

King  James  I.  established  a  grammar  school  at  Bishop  Auckland, 
this  year,  on  the  petition  of  Anne  Swyfte,  who  endowed  it  to  the 
amount  of  ^10.  annually. — Hutchinson's  Durham. 

1605  (Feb.  27). — Lord  Howard  who  was  lord  high  admiral  of  the 
port  of  Newcastle,  and  the  river  Tyne,  made  an  assignment  of  the 
admiral  jurisdiction  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  with 
power  to  hold  a  court  of  admirality. — Brand. 

1606.  (Aug.  5). — The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  election  of 
WilUam  James.  In  1572  he  was  elected  master  of  University  college, 
Oxford  ;  in  1584  he  was  promoted  to  the  deanery  of  Christ's  church  ; 
and  in  1596  was  removed  to  that  of  Durham.  He  was  also  archdeacon 
of  Coventry,  1577,  and  chaplain  to  Robert  Dudley,  earl  of  Leicester. 
He  was  consecrated  on  the  17th  of  September,  had  restitution  on  the 
16th  and  was  enthroned  by  proxy  the  same  day.  In  his  last  year  he 
had  the  honour  of  entertaining  king  James  at  Durham,  on  his  Scot- 
tis  progress.  Bishop  James  died  in  his  75th  year,  on  the  11th  of 
May  1617,  and  was  buried  near  the  entrance  of  the  choir  in  Dur- 
ham cathedral. — Surtees. 

1606. — Matthew  Pattison,  the  son  of  a  burgess,  bestowed  on  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Durham  a  long  silver  seal,  which  is  still 
used  by  them. — Ibid. 

1608. — Wytton  or  Witton  Shiels  castle  is  supposed  to  have  been 
built.  Its  appearance  in  1833,  was  that  of  an  old  house  three  stories 
high,  situate  one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  Netherwitton. — Hodgson's 
Nwrthd. 

This  year,  about  ten  feet  of  the  centre  or  highest  spire  of  St. 
Nicholas'  church,  in  Newcastle,  .was  taken  down  and  rebuilt.    Th^ 
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corporation  have  been  charged  with  the  reparation  of  this  steeple  frmn 
time  immemorial. — Brand. 

1609,  and  the  following  year,  the  plague  raged  at  Newcastle,  aa 
appears  by  St.  Nicholas^  re^ster  of  burialB. — Ibid. 

1610  (July  20). — Greatham  hospital  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was 
refounded,  and  a  new  charter  granted,  which  reduced  the  poor  breth- 
ren to  thirteen  poor  and  needy  men,  bachelors  and' men  stricken  in 
years. — Swiees. 

This  year,  78  deaths  "of  tk«  pestilence^  occur  in  the  parish 
re^ster  of  Lamesley,  in  the  county  of  Durham. — Ihid. 

The  original  coment,  es  it  is  called,  of  the  incorporated  com- 
pany of  smiths,  of  the  city  of  Durham,  is  dated  10  Sept.  this  year. 
— /Krf. 


1611  (Jan.  4). — King  James  I.  totally  refounded  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Edmund  in  Gateshead,  under  the  name  of  "  King  James's  Hos- 
pital in  Gateshead."  The  charter  of  foundation  states  that  there  had 
long  existed  a  certain  hospital  within  Gat«shead,  called  the  Hospital 
or  free  chapel  of  St.  Bdmund  king  and  martyr,  of  which  the  founder 
was  not  certainly  knowii ;  that  the  society  consiHted  of  a  master,  and 
three  brethren,  but  that  the  charters  and  muniments  of  the  hospital 
were  lost  or  destroyed,  and  tlie  lands  of  the  hospital  in  a  great  mea- 
sure converted  to  purposes  of  private  emolument.  The  new  society 
was  to  consist  of  a  master,  who  shall  always  be  the  rector  of  Gates- 
head for  the  time  being,  and  of  three  poor  brethren,  who  should  be 
a  body  poliUc  in  law,  have  a  common  seal,  power  to  sue  Mid  be  sued, 
let  leases,  &e. — Surttet.    Brand. 
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1611  (Aug.  3). — This  is  the  date  of  the  ordinary  of  the  society  of 
metton  of  NewcasUe-upoa-Tyne.  It  eDJoioed  them  to  meet  on  the 
30th  day  of  September,  every  year,  and  chooee  four  wardens,  who 
were  to  pass  aeoounto,  and  make  an  equal  division  of  their  money  on 
the  day  following.  A.  D.  1614,  this  fraternity  held  their  meetings  in 
a  lower  story  of  White  Friar-tower,  in  the  same  room  with  the  brick- 
layers, and  under  the  hail  of  the  masons, — Brand. 

1613  (Dec.  23). — Buned,  Mrs.  Margarett  Graie,  a  veri  honest 
nif^bore,  and  about  the  age  of  one  hundreth  yeares,  or  thereaboute. 
(Seff.  ofSf.  Ogwaltfi,  Dmrham.)  Mrs.  Gray  was  mother  of  Anthony 
Grey,  Rector  of  Burback  in  Leceistershire,  to  whom  the  earldom  of 
Kent  devolved  in  1625.— S'iw**«. 

In  this  year  occurs  the  earliest  mention  of  public  races  in  the 
County  of  Durham,  when  Thomas  Robson  and  John  Bainbri^;e, 
Gents.,  bound  themselves  (to  sir  George  Selby  and  sir  Charles  Wren,) 
in  a  recognizance  of  a  hundred  marks,  to  provide  a  piece  of  gold  and 
lilver  plate,  in  the  form  of  a  bowl  or  cup,  to  be  run  for  yearly,  at  the 
now  vtual  vmghing  place,  on  Woodham-moor,  on  Tuesday  before 
Palm  Sunday.— /6id. 

Brancepeth  castle,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  which  had  been 
vested  in  the  crown,  on  the  attainder  of  Charles  earl  of  West- 
moreland, was  granted  by  king  James  I.,  this  year,  to  his  favourite, 
Robert  Carr,  creating  him  baron  Brancepeth,  and  earl  Somerset. — 
MemoriaU  of  the  Rehellum, 


bkahcipeth  c*stlii. 
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1614. — "  A  great  snow,  the  deepest  ever  known,  did  not  yield  untill 
26  Feb. ;  nine  people  of  this  place  (Barnard  castle)  and  neighbour- 
hood were  lost ;  it  was  past  travelling,  but  in  danger  of  life  for  man 
and  beast ;  by  report  was  six  yards  deep  in  the  country."" — Surtees. 

Hartlepool  was  this  year  described  as  being  the  only  port-town 
within  the  county  of  Durham. — fftttchinson's  Dur. 

1615  (Jan.  10). — Many  of  the  gentry  of  Durham,  assembled  at 
the  quarter  sessions,  to  consult  on  obtaining  knights  and  burgesses 
to  sit  in  parUament  for  the  county  and  city. — Surtees. 

This  year,  there  was  a  general  muster  of  all  the  men  fit  to  bear  arms 
within  the  bishopric,  between  the  ages  of  16  and  60,  upon  Spenny 
moor,  near  Whitworth.  The  whole  number  of  men  who  appeared 
at  this  array  was  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty.  The 
city  of  Durham  and  suburbs  furnished  five  hundred  and  sixty. — Hid. 

1616. — Mention  is  made  of  the  Ladie'^s  chapel  on  Tyne  bridge. — 
Brand. 

July  19. — Richard  Lumley,  of  Lumley,  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, was  on  the  above  day,  knighted  by  king  James  I.  July 
12th,  1628,  king  Charles  I.  created  him  viscount  Lumley,  of  Water- 
ford,  in  Ireland.  During  the  Scots  rebellion,  his  loyalty  to  the  king 
was  unshaken,  and  Jie  formed  his  castle  at  Lumley,  into  a  formid- 
able garrison.  He  was  a  principal  commander  under  prince  Rupert, 
and  waa  at  the  siege  of  Bristol,  where  he  remained  until  it  surren- 
dered to  the  parliamentary  forces  in  1645. — Hutchinson's  Dur. 

July  23. — Robert  Cameby  and  Thomas  Reade  were  executed  at 
Durham  for  felony. — Beg.  of  St.  Oswald's^  Durham. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  register  of  St.  Nicholas,  New- 
castle.— "  Youngehusbande,  beinge  executed  for  the  death  &  mourder 
of  Mr.  Swenna,  gent,  was  buried  in  this  Church,  of  Snt.  Nic.  one  the 
North  Syde,  1  Aug.  1616.*" — "Nicholas  Fostar  was  executed  for  the 
death  of  Mr.  Swenno,  &;  buried  in  St.  Nicholas  Church,  neigh  unto 
the  North  Church  doore,  neigh  unto  George  husband,  where  he  was 
buried — ^bur.  13  Aug.  1620.'' — Chronicon  MiraUle. 

This  year,  Dilston  hall,  in  Northumberland,  was  built  by  Francis 
Radcliff,  esq. — Local  Bee. 

1617. — Thomas  Emerson,  of  the  Black  Fryers,  in  London,  some- 
time a  steward  to  the  Nevilles,  "  for  the  ornament  of  the  citye  and 
the  comoditye  of  the  people  frequenting  the  market  of  Duresme,'* 
built  a  market  cross,  covered  with  lead,  and  supported  by  twelve 
stone  pillars,  which  he  decorated  with  the  arms  of  the  Nevilles. 
This  cross  and  its  appendages  were  removed  in  1780.  The  same 
worthy  gentlemen  built  the  Kail  cross  at  Newcastle. — Surtees. 

April  17. — King  James  I.  on  his  progress  into  Scotland,  arriv- 
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ed  at  Auckland  palace  and  remained  there  till  the  19th.  On  the 
18th,  (Good  Friday),  one  of  his  majesty^s  footmen  named  Master 
Heaburne,  arrived  in  the  city  of  Durham,  and  signified  to  George 
Walton,  esq.,  mayor,  that  it  was  his  majesty^s  pleasure  to  enter 
that  place  in  state  on  the  19th,  Easter  eve.  The  king  came  in 
by  Elvet,  and  the  mayor,  mounted  on  horseback,  received  him  on 
Elvet  bridge.  Master  Heaburne  took  his  station  near  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  until  the  king*s  arrival,  when  a  loyal  speech  was 
delivered  by  the  mayor,  who  surrendered  to  his  majesty  the  staff  and 
mace,  and  also  presented  in  the  name  of  the  city,  a  silver  bowl,  gilt 
with  a  cover.  After  having  delivered  his  speech,  the  mayor  was 
directed  by  Master  Heaburne  to  remount  his  horse  and  ride  before 
his  majesty,  when  having  proceeded  a  few  yards,  a  stop  was  made, 
whilst  aa  apprentice  recited  some  verses  to  his  majesty.  The 
mayor  was  then  placed  next  the  sword,  and  so  bearing  the  city 
mace,  rode  before  the  king  to  the  cathedral.  On  Easter  monday 
the  king  rode  to  see  a  horse-race  on  Woodham  moor,  and  returned 
to  Durham,  and  on  the  Tuesday,  the  22d,  being  St.  George'^s  day 
he  continued  his  progress  to  Newcastle,  where  he  was  met  upon 
the  Sandhill,  by  the  mayor  (Lionel  Maddison),  aldermen,  and 
sheriff;  and  after  an  oration  made  by  the  town-clerk,  was  presented 
by  the  mayor  in  the  name  of  the  corporation,  with  a  great  standing 
bowl,  to  the  value  of  an  hundred  jacobuses,  and  an  hundred  merks 
in  gold ;  the  mayor  carrying  the  sword  before  him,  accompanied  by 
his  brethem  on  their  foot-cloths.  On  the  Sunday  following,  his 
majesty,  with  all  his  nobles,  dined  with  the  mayor,  when  it  pleased 
the  king  to  be  served  with  the  mayor  and  aldermen.  The  king  left 
the  town  the  next  day.  At  this  time  there  existed  a  tower  on 
Elvet  bridge,  in  the  city  of  Durham. — Surtees.    Brand. 

This  year,  the  lord  president,  and  council  of  the  north,  kept  their 
sitting  in  the  guildhall  of  Newcastle,  and  lord  Sheffield  being  then 
president  and  knight  of  the  garter,  celebrated  the  feast  of  St.  George 
in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  there. — Brand, 

1617  (July  1). — ^This  year,  Shincliff  bridge,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  was  nearly  rebuilt.  The  middle  arch  was  finished  on  the 
above  day,  and  the  whole  work  was  completed  before  the  end  of 
summer. — Surtees. 

1617- — Richard  Neile  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Durham  from 
Lincoln.  He  accompanied  king  James  on  his  northern  progress  this 
year,  and  the  see  of  Durham  falling  vacant  during  their  stay  in  Scot- 
land, he  received  the  nomination  and  was  translated  thither  immedi- 
ately on  his  return.  He  has  been  justly  stigmatized  as  one  of  those 
unprincipled  courtiers  who  flattered  king  James^  vanity  at  the  expence 
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both  of  truth  and  honeaty.  In  1627  bishop  Neile  wm  translated  to 
Winchester,  and  in  1631  he  was  promoted  to  the  archbishoprie  of 
York. — Surtees. 

1618  (Aug.  18). — Thomas  Wright,  ptwoner,  executed  at  Dre- 
boume  for  horse  stealing. — Beg.  of  St,  OnoaltTg,  Durham. 

This  year  the  greater  part  of  Hagg«rston  oastle  was  bnmt  down. 
The  remaining  tower  of  this  ancient  mansion  is  memorable  as  being 
the  place  where  Edward  II.  received  the  homage  of  Thomas  Earl  of 
tiancaster  for  the  earldom  of  Lincoln  in  1311.  At  a  short  distance 
are  the  ruins  of  an  old  chapel. — Macimme'f  Northd. 

1619.— A  grant  was  made  of  the  site  and  demesnes  of  the  castle  of 
Newcastle  by  King  James  I.  to  Alexander  Stephenson,  esq.  who  waa 
succeeded  by  one  Patrick  Black  who  died  and  left  it  in  the  possession 
of  his  widow.  The  following  account  of  the  castlo-yard  m*  garth  U 
from  the  Milbanke  MSS.  "  The  way  thro'  the  yard  begins  at  the 
caatle-yate,  and  when  I  was  young,  there  were  no  bouses  in  it,  but  the 
house  of  one  Thomas  Southern,  and  the  house  of  one  Green ;  these 
houses  were  near  the  gate  before  you  came  into  the  castle-yard  ;  and 
there  were  in  the  garth  a  house  wherein  the  gaoler  of  the  castle  dwelt 
and  a  house  wherein  William  Robinson  dwelt,  who  was  deputy  herrald 
under  Norroy,  king  at  aims.  This  man  wrote  in  a  book  the  arms  of 
all  the  mayors  of  this  town,  from  Lanrentius  Acton,  until  his  time ; 
and  when  I  was  chamberlain  of  the  town,  which  was  about  the  time 
of  sir  Nicholas  Cole's  being  mayor,  in  the  year  1640,  it  was  then  in 
the  town's  chamber ;  when  Trollop  built  the  town  court,  he  borrow'd 
it  but  would  never  return  it," — Bourne. 

I6S0. — The  splendid  man«on  house  at  Qibside,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  this  year  by  sir  William 
Blakiston.  Over  the  old  entrance-porch  are  the  royal  arms  of  Jamea 
I.  and  beneath,  thoee  of  Blakisbm,  with  the  date,  April  12,  1620. — 
Saiieet. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


HEBE  ia  an  inrolment  in  the  archives  of  the 
corporation  of  Newcastle,  of  an  ordinary  of 
the  incorporated  company  of  butchers  of  that 
town,  dated  July  20th,  1621,  which  enjoins 
them  to  meet  every  year  on  Ash  Wednesday, 
to  choose  their  two  wardens ;  that  no  brother 
should  be  partner  with  any  foreigners,  called 
crockers,  on  pajn  of  forfeiting  J9i> ;  that  no 
one  should  kill  after  nine  o^clock  on  Saturday 
night,  nor  keep  open  shop  after  eight  oWock  on  Sunday  morning ; 
that  no  brother  should  buy,  or  seek  any  licence  to  kill  flesh  in  New- 
castle during  Lent ;  that  none  should  kill  either  at  Lent  or  any  other 
time,  within  the  liberties  of  the  High  Caatle,  "  being  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,"  on  the  like  pain  for  each  offence.    There  is  an  order 
of  the  society,  that  no  free  brother  should  blow  a  calfs  pluck,  or  any 
part  of  a  calf,  except  caJfs  close-ear,  nor  any  other  goods  but  a  cow's 
odder,  under  a  penalty  of  6s.  Sd.  unforgiven.     The  meetings  of  the 
company  are  held  in  an  apartment  of  the  Black  Friary  ;  their  armo- 
rial bdarings  are  given  on  the  preceding  page — Attnt  of  Incorp.  Comp. 

1622  (May  17). — Lodowick  Stewart,  son  of  Esme  Stewart,  duke 
of  Lennox,  in  Scotland,  baron  of  Sitringham,  in  Yorkshire,  was 
created  the  first  eart  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. — Brand. 

"James  Dridoo,  yeoman,  exseuted,  bur.  17  Aug.  1622,"  at  All 
Saints',  Newcastle. — Chronieon  MtrabtU. 

This  year,  the  mercer's  company  in  London  founded  a  lectureship 
in  Hexham  church,  under  the  will  of  Richard  Fisbbome,  esq. — 
Wrighft  Htxham. 

1623  (Nov.  27).— Thomas  Jackson,  D.D.,  a  native  of  Witton-le- 
Wear,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was  inducted  to  the  vicarage  of 
Newcastle.    This  veiy  pious  man  and  great  scholar,  died  in  1640. 
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His  works  were  collected  and  published  in  1673,  in  three  volumes 
folio. — Brand, 

1625. — There  was  a  general  muster  of  all  the  fencible  men  within 
the  bishoprick  of  Durham  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty. 
There  appeared  from  Chester^ward,  two-thousand  six-hundred  and 
fifty-seven;  Easington,  one-thousand  four-hundred  and  ninety-four; 
Darlington,  two-thousand  nine-hundred  and  forty-six;  Stockton, 
one-thousand  two-himdred  and  twenty-three;  total,  eight-thousand 
three-hundred  and  twenty. — Surtees. 

This  year  the  plague  raged  at  Newcastle  and  Grateshead. — Brand. 

1627  (March  S). — George  Monteigne,  bishop  of  London,  was 
translated  to  Durham,  where  he  sat  only  three  months,  being  again 
removed  to  the  archbishopric  of  York,  on  the  16th  of  June.  He 
died  on  the  6th  of  November  in  the  same  year. — Surtees. 

March  7. — The  title  of  earl  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  was  re- 
vived by  king  Charles  I.,  in  the  person  of  William  Cavendish, 
Viscount  Mansfield,  and  Baron  Ogle.  He  fled  for  his  loyalty  to  this 
unfortunate  monarch,  and  lived  eighteen  years  in  exile. — Mag.  Brit. 

June  19. — The  title  of  earl  of  Sunderland  was  conferred  on  Eman- 
uel lord  Scrope  of  Bolton,  lord  presideint  of  the  north,  who  died 
without  issue. — Surtees. 

1628. — The  earliest  orders  and  bye-laws  of  the  incorporated  com- 
pany of  sadlers  and  upholsters,  of  the  city  of  Durham,  commence 
this  year.     They  have  no  charter  or  conformation  extant. — Ibid. 

Died,  George  Oarleton,  bishop  of  Chichester.  He  waa  bom  at 
Norham  castle,  of  which  his  father  was  governor ;  educated  at  Kepyer, 
and  at  Edmund  Hall ;  Fellow  of  Merton  in  1580 ;  in  1617,  bishop  of 
Landaff ;  and  next  year,  one  of  the  four  English  divines  who  attended 
the  synod  of  Dort.  In  1619,  he  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Chi- 
chester, aged  sixty  nine :  leaving  the  character  of  an  excellent  divine 
as  well  as  a  polite  scholar. — Ibid. 

"Nich.  Nickson,  tayler^  executed,  bur.  18  Aug.  1628,'"  at  All 
Saints\  Newcastle. — Chronicon  Mirabile. 

"Thre  denisons^  for  murder,  bur.  19  Aug.  1628,'^  at  St.  Nicholas', 
Newcastle. — Ibid. 

September  28. — John  Howson,  bishop  of  Oxford,  was  translated 
to  Durham.  The  short  period  during  which  he  sat  at  Durham 
is  marked  by  nothing  memorable.  He  died  at  London  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1631. — Surtees. 

1629  (June  11). — Died,  Robert  Hegge,  author  of  the  "  Legend  of 
St.  Cuthbert,  with  the  Antiquities  of  the  Church  of  Durham."  He 
was  bom  in  the  city  of  Durham  in  1599.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
was  sent  to  Oxford,  and  admitted  scholar  of  Corpus  Christi  college. 
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7th  November,  1614.  On  the  27th  December,  1624,  being  then  M. 
A.  he  was  admitted  Probationer  Fellow  of  his  college ;  which  honour 
he  did  not  long  survive,  for  on  the  11th  of  June,  1629,  having 
scarcely  attained  to  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  he  died  suddenly  of 
apoplexy,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  the  said  college.  Four 
editions  of  the  Legend  have  appeared  at  different  times. — Taylor^s 
Mem,  of  Hegge, 

1630. — A  most  extraordinary  and  yet  seemingly  well  attested 
account  occurs  of  the  fruitfulness  of  a  Scotchwoman,  wife  to  a  weaver, 
who  bore  him,  as  is  therein  asserted,  sixty-two  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  till  they  were  baptized:  three  or  four  of  these  children  are 
represented  as  living  m  the  above  year  at  Newcastle. — Brand, 

Under  this  year,  the  following  curious  entry  occurs  in  the  parish 
register  of  Chester-le-Street : — "  Paide  to  a  poore  woman  the  19th 
of  August,  who  haveinge  her  husband  murtheard  in  his  bed  and 
haveinge  certifycaite  from  Scotland,  and  a  pass  to  travell  to  London^ 
hawinge  a  tcoolve  in  her  weame  feedinge,  12rf." 

1630. — ^Barnard  castle  was  unroofed  and  dismantled,  for  the  sake 
of  the  materials,  by  sir  Henry  Vane. — Surtees. 

1631. — The  sheriff  of  Durham  was  ordered  by  the  king  in  council 
to  apprehend  offenders  damaging  the  river  Tyne,  and  to  carry  them 
before  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  conservator  of  the  said  river. — Bourne. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Hilda,  at  South  Shields,  is  of  great  antiquity, 
perhi^  contemporary  with  Jarrow  to  which  it  is  a  chapel  of  ease. 
Little  can  be  gathered  from  the  structure  as  it  has  been  so  often 
altered.  From  the  rapid  increase  of  the  town,  which  had,  in  about 
a  century  and  a  half  risen  into  great  importance,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  the  burial  ground,  and  in  the  above  year,  bishop 
Howson  consecrated  a  plot  of  ground  for  that  purpose.  It  has  had 
another  extensive  addition  to  its  cemetery  very  recently. — Local  Bee. 

August. — Two  men  named  John  Walker  and  Mark  Sharp, 
were  tried  at  Durham  assizes  before  judge  Davenport,  for  the 
murder  of  Anne  Walker,  convicted,  and  afterwards  executed. 
Walker  was  a  yeoman  of  good  estate,  and  a  widower,  living  at 
Lumley,  near  Ghester-le-Street ;  and  the  deceased  was  his  kins- 
woman, and  kept  his  house. — Surtees, 

1632  (Feb.  3).— Buried,  Thomas  Bartlett,  a  bell-founder.  This 
man  did  cast  the  Abbey-bells  the  summer  before  he  died. — Beg. 
8t  Marg'h-Bow^  Durham, 

This  year,  at  Shrovetide,  there  was  a  riot  of  the  apprentices  of 
Newcastle,  on  account  of  a  new  lime-kiln  and  ballast  heap  having 
been  made  without  the  gate  of  the  town  called  Sandgate. — Brand, 

A  very  remarkable  clock  was  erected  by  the  chapter  in  the  mid- 
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die  transept  of  Durham  cathedral,  in  1632.  It  was,  till  lately,  sur- 
rounded with  railing,  and  its  panelled  doors  contained  a  perspec- 
tive view  of  the  interior  of  the  church,  which  is  recollected  not  only 
as  a  curious  specimen  of  the  art  of  painting  at  that  period,  but  aLso 
as  affording  interesting  information  relative  to  the  fabric  itself. 
The  whole  was  besmeared  with  a  colour  of  dull  uniformity  about 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century. — Bainis  Dur.  Caih. 

1632  (July  2). — Thomas  Morton,  bishop  of  Lichfield,  was  trans- 
lated to  the  see  of  Durham.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  speak  in 
adequate  terms  of  bishop  Morton's  prudence,  generosity^  and  moder- 
ation, in  exercising  the  rights  and  employing  the  revenues  of  his 
opulent  see.  Temperate,  or  even  rigidly  abstemious  himself,  he 
exercised  a  noble  hospitality  towards  others,  and  a  perpetual  charity 
^^  to  poor  scholars,  strangers,  and  travellers.''  On  the  advance  of  the 
Scots  army  in  August  1640,  bishop  Morton  fled  to  London,  where 
he  v^as  soon  after  misused  and  insulted  by  the  mob  on  his  way  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  On  the  30th  of  December,  1641,  he  with  eleven 
other  prelates  was  taken  into  custody  '^  being  charged  of  high  treason 
by  the  commons,  to  be  forthwith  committed  to  the  Tower  until  fur- 
ther pleasure ; "  but  on  the  same  day  the  bishops  of  Durham  and 
Coventry  were  excepted  from  the  order  on  account  of  their  age  and 
infirmity,  and  were  remitted  to  the  custody  of  the  usher.  After 
remaining  a  month  in  custody,  without  being  called  on  for  their 
defence,  they  were  suffered  to  retire  to  their  own  houses.  Bishop 
Morton  never  again  saw  his  diocese ;  he  continued  to  reside  in  per- 
fect privacy  till  the  beginning  of  1645,  when  on  some  new  pretence 
he  was  dragged  from  his  retirement,  and  again  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  under  which  restraint  he  continued 
six  months.  In  1646*  on  the  total  abolition  of  episcopacy,  bishop 
Morton  was  deprived  of  his  small  remaining  revenues.  Subsequently, 
either  at  the  importunity  of  old  sir  Henry  Vane,  or  some  other  of 
the  bishop's  friends,  the  sum  of  .£^1000.  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to 
the  bishop's  use,  who  with  that  sum  paid  all  his  debts,  and  purchaaed 
an  annuity  of  ^£^200.  per  annum^  which  was  regularly  paid  till  the 
bishop's  death,  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1659,  in  the  95th  year 
of  his  age. — Suriees, 

^^  Seventeen  prisoners,  bur.  13  Aug.  1632,"  at  St.  Nicholas'  New- 
castle.— Chronie(m  MirahUe. 

1633  (March  4). — This  year,  Jo.  Servant  made  publick  penitentiall 
confession  at  the  market-cross,  in  Durham,  and  paid  ^40.  fine  for  a 
clandestine  marriage  with  Jane  Pinkney,  his  pretended  wife,  which 
pretended  marriage  was  made  in  a  private  house  in  Cross-gate,  in 
that  city,  by  Mr.  Flood,  a  Roman  catholic  priest. — Suriees. 
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1633  (May). — King  Charles  I.,  on  his  progreas  to  Scotland,  wa« 
entertained  at  Baby  castle,  by  sir  Henry  Vane;  and  from  thenoe 
came,  on  Friday  the  last  of  May,  to  Auckland  castle,  where  he  was 
entertained  by  bishop  Morton.  The  next  day  Saturday,  1st  of  June 
he  came  to  Durham,  where  a  way  was  made  thro^  at  Elvet  head, 
that  he  might  ride  thro'  into  the  city ;  and  there  he  mounted  his  horse 
and  was  mett  by  sir  William  Belasyse,  high  sheriff,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  county,  who  gave  all  the  sheriff's  livery,  two  hundred 
men;  viz.  ash-coloured  cloth  lined  with  red  bays  and  plush  capes, 
four  fingers  broad,  and  two  broad  silver  laces.  As  soon  as  his 
majesty  lighted,  he  went  first  to  the  Abbey  church,  before  he  went 
to  the  castle ;  a  canopy  of  state  was  borne  over  him  by  eight  pre- 
bendarya  into  the  church,  where  he  staid  service ;  and  a  speech  was 
made  to  him  by  Dean  Hunt.  Then  his  majesty  went  to  the  castle ; 
and  on  Sunday  morning  heard  a  sermon  at  the  Abbey  from  the 
bishop,  where  none  were  admitted  but  his  nobles,  the  clergy,  and 
choir.  After  service  he  dined  at  the  Deanery  at  the  bishop's  charge, 
where  his  majesty  had  a  cope  thatoostof?l40.  belonging  to  the  church, 
presented  to  him.  Then  he  attended  evening  prayer ;  and  after 
went  to  the  castle,  where  he  kept  his  court  during  all  the  time  he 
was  at  Durham,  and  did  touch  divers  for  the  king''s  evil.  Dr.  Cosine, 
one  of  the  prebendaries,  was  sworn  one  of  the  king's  chaplains. 
And  on  Monday  morning  his  majesty  went  to  Newcastle,  &c.  The 
nobles  attending  the  king  were  the  duke  of  Lennox,  the  earls  of 
Newcastle  and  Suffolk,  Cumberiand,  Pembroke,  Northumberiand, 
lord  treasurer  Weston,  lord  Wharton,  lord  Grey  of  ChiUingham, 
the  earls  of  Salisbury,  Cleveland,  Southampton,  Northampton,  and 
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Holland,  Dr.  Laud,  bishop  of  London,  Dr.  White,  bishop  of  Ely, 
the  Sc5otch  marquis  Hamilton,  and  lord  Bothwell.  Whilst  the 
king  and  his  retinue  were  at  Durham,  they  were  entertained  by  the 
bishop  at  the  expence  of  .£1500.  a-day.*  June  3rd,  the  king  and  his 
attendants  arrived  at  Newcastle,  where  he  was  most  honourably 
received  and  entertained  by  the  magistrates  and  corporation  of  that 
town.  On  the  day  following  they  dined  with  the  mayor  (Ralph  Cole) 
who  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  that  occasion.  June  the 
5th,  the  king  visited  Tynemouth  castle.  A  few  days  after,  his  majesty 
arrived  at  Berwick,  where  he  was  met  by  the  officers  of  the  corpor- 
ation and  addressed  by  Mr.  Widdrington  (of  G-ray^s  Inn),  the 
recorder,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  wherein  Berwick  is 
called  "  a  town,  the  strongest  fortress  of  both  your  majesty's  flour- 
ishing kingdoms ;  yet  upon  each  discord  and  dissension,  banded  as  a 
ball  between  them ;  if  held  in  the  hands  of  one,  then  tossed  by  the 
other  kingdom,  a  ball  that  never  found  rest  until  the  happy  union," 
&c.  &c. — Surtees.    Brand. 

1633. — Died,  Barnabas  Hutchinson,  of  Queen  street,  Durham, 
a  proctor,  who  reached  the  age  of  102.  He  was  buried  under  an 
ancient  thorn  tree  which  flourished  for  near  two  centuries  in  the 
old  church  yard  of  St.  Mary-le-Bow,     His  epitaph  records  that 

"  (Jnder  this  thorn  tree 

Lies  honest  Bamabie.'*  Surtees. 

1634. — Bishop  Morton  granted  a  new  charter  of  incorporation  to 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Sunderland,  by  the  title  of  a  mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  and  the  commonalty  of  the  borough  of  Sunderland. 
The  charter  states  that  Sunderland  had,  beyond  the  memory  of  man, 
been  an  ancient  borough  known  by  the  name  of  the  new  borough  of 
Weremouth,  including  a  port  where  ships  had  plyed,  bringing  and 
carrying  merchandize,  as  well  to  and  from  foreign  parts  as  from  other 
ports  of  the  kingdom ;  that  the  trade  of  the  port  was  then  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  multitude  of  ships  resorting  thither ;  and  that  the  bo- 
rough anciently  enjoyed  several  liberties  and  free  customs,  as  well  by 
prescription  as  by  sundry  charters  from  the  bishops  of  Durham,  which 
had  been  confirmed  by  the  crown,  but  which  from  defect  in  form,  had 
proved  insufficient,  &c.  The  charter  particularly  mentions  sea-coal, 
grindstones,  rubstones,  and  whetstones,  as  articles  of  exportation ; 

•  There  is  an  o<Jd  remark,  that  one  of  the  splendid  robeg  which  king  Charles  wore  at 
the  abbey  was  embroidered  with  the  history  of  David,  bearing  in  his  hand  Goliah^  head. 
It  was  during  king  Charies's  abode  at  the  castle  that  Dicky  Pearson  the  bishop's  Fool, 
and  the  last  individual,  it  is  presumed,  who  whs  entertained  in  that  capacity,  seeing  the 
earl  of  Pembroke  richly  and  fantastically  dressed,  accosted  him  very  brotherly,  ^*  I  am 
the  bibhop  of  Durham's  fool>  whose  fool  are  you." — Surtees. 
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grants  a  weekly  market  on  Fridays,  and  two  fairs  at  May-day  and 
Michaelmas ;  and  appoints  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  clerk  of  the 
market.  The  borough  had  previously  been  governed  by  a  bailiff  ap- 
pointed by  patent  under  the  bishop. — Surtees. 

The  records  of  the  Spiritual  court  at  Durham,  contain  an 
account  of  a  most  extraordinary  disturbance  made  in  the  church  of 
St.  Giles,  by  an  otherwise  grave  gentleman,  John  Richardson,  esq, 
steward  of  the  Halmot  court,  who  did  ^^  on  Palme  Sundaie,  1634. 
and  also  on  Easter  Sundaie,  interrupt  divine  service  by  asking  and 
receiving  money  of  divers  present,  and  by  laughing,  flearing  and 
jestinge;  calling  aloud  to  one  Henry  Briggs,  sitting  in  Dr.  Oyston^s 
pew,  *  Harry,  Harry,  are  you  come  here  to  take  physick ;  ^  recom- 
mending an  ancient  lady  to  add  a  flounce  to  her  petticote;  and 
other  such  lewd  and  intemperate  discourse,  whereby  the  minister  was 
forced  to  waive  the  blessing  for  one  hour  and  a  quarter.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson was  sentenced  (on  the  suit  of  Mr.  Heath,  the  patron),  to  do 
penance  and  make  public  acknowledgement  two  several  Sundays, 
and  to  be  committed  till  he  performed  it ;  and  to  pay  two  hundred 
marks  and  costs,  and  to  certify  his  submission  on  the  24th  Sept. 
I63^r— Surtees. 

October  24. — This  year,  Berwick  bridge  was  finished.  It  is  an 
elegant  structure  consisting  of  fifteen  arches,  and  occupied  in  building 
the  space  of  twenty-four  years,  four  months,  and  four  days.  It  was 
built  by  Mr.  James  Burrell  and  Mr.  Lancelot  Branxton. — Fuller's 
Berwick. 

1635. — Hartlepool,  with  Stockton,  Sunderland,  &c.,  were  charged 
with  one  ship  for  the  service  of  the  state,  manned  with  four-score 
men,  and  double  equipage,  with  ammunition,  wages  and  victuals; 
about  this  period,  orders  for  ship  money  are  very  frequent. — Sharp's 
Hartlepool. 

There  was  a  great  flood  in  the  river  Tees,  this  year. — Local  Bee. 

1 636. — The  plague,  which  raged  so  dreadfully  this  year  at  New- 
castle, is  said  to  have  come  over  from  Holland  and  other  parts 
beyond  the  seas.  It  began  at  North  Shields,  in  October,  1635,  and 
after  an  intermission  of  some  months,  broke  out  again  at  Newcastle 
with  such  fury,  that  there  died  in  all,  of  this  tremendous  visitation, 
between  the  6th  of  May  and  the  31st  of  December,  1636,  no  less 
than  five-thousand  and  thirty-seven,  and  at  Gateshead,  between  the 
30th  of  May  and  October  the  1 7th  the  same  year,  five-hundred  and 
fifteen  persons.  Fumigations  of  pitch,  rosin  and  frankincense, 
appear  to  have  been  used  as  antidotes  on  this  melancholy  occasion, 
and  to  cleanse  the  apartments  of  those  who  had  died  of  it,  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  infection.     All  trade  was  at  a  stand  in  Newcas- 

2l 
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tie,  and  there  is  a  tradition,  that  the  streets  of  that  town  were  cover- 
ed with  grass,  "  the  highways  were  unoccupied.'*'  The  plague  raged 
80  mu%  in  Darlington  and  the  neighbourhood,  that  the  fair  held 
at  Magcjilcn  tide,  was  cried  down. — Brcmd.     Surtees. 

1636  (Aug.  8). — The  ordinary  of  the  company  of  shipwrights  of 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  bearing  the  date  pre- 
fixed, signed  the  day  following  by  the  judges 
of  assize,  who  certify  their  having  perused  and 
Y^  ratified  the  same,  enjoins  them  to  meet  yearly 
on  the  27th  of  December,  to  choose  two  war- 
dens, and  the  like  number  of  overseers ;  prohib- 
iting them  from  working  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days observed  by  the  church ;  giving  them  power 
to  make  by-laws,  and  restricting  apprentices 
from  working  tide-work  till  they  have  served 
three  years.  Another  ordinary  of  this  society, 
dated  August  6th,  16T4,  was  also  confirmed  by  the  judges;  as  was 
another  also,  dated  July  26th,  1689.  The  company  hold  their  meet- 
ings in  Wall-knoll,  or  Carpenters'  Tower ;  their  armorial  bearings 
are  annexed. — Arms  of  Inc^rp,  Comp. 

1636. — In  the  burial  register  of  St,  JohnX  Newcastle,  the  follow- 
ing occurs : — "  seven  poore  things  out  of  the  warden's  close,  bur.  1 
Dec.  1636." — Chronicon  Mirahile. 

December  4 — John  Trollop  the  younger,  of  Thomley,  county 
of  Durham,  in  a  sudden  quarrel  at  a  horse  race,  fought  with  William 
Selby,  esq.  of  Newcastle,  at  White-hall  Dike  Nook,  and  slew  him 
on  the  spot.  Trollop  immediately  fled ;  and  was  outlawed  at  the 
assizes  at  Durham,  7th  August  1637. — Surtees. 

1637.—"  Will.  Buck  &  Roger  Stainthrope,  two  of  Mr.  Robert 
Lampton's  seamen  sittinge  on  the  side  of  the  vessel  called  Lampton 
Folly ^  fell  backwards  over  into  the  river  [Tees],  and  were  both  drown- 
ed, bur.  9  July  1637,"  at  Stockton. — Chronicon  Mirabile. 

August  27. — This  year,  divine  service  was  performed  for  the 
last  time  in  the  old  church  of  St.  Mary-le-Bow,  in  the  city  of  Dur- 
ham. Two  days  afterwards  the  old  bow,  or  steeple,  fell  into  the 
street,  bringing  down  in  its  fall  a  great  portion  of  the  west  end  of 
the  church.  This  church  lay  in  ruins  till  1683,  when  sufiicient 
funds  were  raised  for  completing  the  present  structure,  which  was 
opened  for  divine  service  in  1685.  The  parisliioners  built  the  west 
tower,  under  which  is  the  entrance  from  the  Bailey,  in  1702.  This 
church  is  said  to  stand  upon  the  ground  where  St.  Cuthbert's  remains 
were  first  lodged, — Surtees. 

1638    (May). — Died,    at    Durham,    sir  Bertram    Buhner,    who 
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resided  there  in  considerable  splendour  in  the  reign  of  king  James. 
Sir  Bertram  was  probably  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  expensive  , 
men  of  his  age  in  this  country :  he  succeeded  to  the  estate  at  an 
early  age  in  1598,  and  on  the  first  coming  in  of  king  James,  received 
knighthood  at  Durham;  he  afterwards  spent  much  of  his  time  at 
court,  and  would  then  be  exactly  the  character  described  in  the 
excellent  old  song : 

"  With  new  titles  bought  with  his  father's  old  gold 
For  which  many  of  his  father's  old  manors  were  sold 
Like  a  new  courtier  of  the  king's,  and  the  king's  new  courtier." 
After  his  fortunes  were  broken,  sir  Bertram  led  a  troop  which  he  . 
raised  himself,  in  the  Low  Country  wars,  where  his  men  on  an  occa- 
sion deserted  him,   and  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the   Spaniards. 
He  afterwards  returned  to  Durham,  and  dying  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Oswald's,  was  buried  there,  the  6th  May  1638. — Surtees. 

1638  (Aug.  6). — ^At  the  assizes  held  before  Judge  Berkeley  at 
Durham,  the  singular  spectacle  was  presented  of  trial  by  waging 
battle  being  oflfered  and  accepted  for  deciding  the  right  to  lands  at 
Thickley,  betwixt  B>alph  Glaxton,  demandant^  and  Richard  Lil- 
bume,*  tenant.  The  defendant  appeared  at  ten  o'^clock  in  the  fore- 
noon by  his  attorney,  and  brought  in  his  champion,  George  Cheney, 
in  full  array,  with  his  stave  and  sand-bag,  who  threw  down  his 
gauntlet  on  the  floor  of  the  court,  with  five  small  pieces  of  coin  in 
it.  The  tenant  then  introduced  his  champion,  William  Pevcrell, 
armed  in  the  same  manner,  who  also  threw  down  his  gage.  The 
judge,  after  examining  the  champions,  ordered  them  into  the  custody 
of  his  two  bailifis  of  the  court,  till  eight  o'^clock  next  morning,  when 
they  were  ordered  to  put  in  pledges  to  appear  at  the  court  of  picas 
on  the  15th  of  September  next.  The  case  was  again  deferred  to 
December  22,  and  the  king  desired  the  judges  of  the  northern 
circuit  to  hold  conference  and  consider  how  the  cause  might  be  tried 
some  other  way.  The  result  of  the  conference  was,  that  judges 
Bramston,  Davenport,  Denham,  Hutton,  Jones,  and  Crooko  over- 
ruled the  objection  of  Justice  Berkeley,  that  the  champions  wore 
hired,  the  exception  being  too  late  after  battle  waged  and  sureties 
given,  and  that  in  fact  Lilburne  was  entitled  to  his  trial  by  battle 
if  he  persisted.  Means  were  found,  notwithstanding,  to  defer  the 
trial  by  battle  from  year  to  year,  by  finding  some  error  in  the 
record,  till  at  length  it  was  ordered  that  a  bill  should  be  brought 
in,  to  abolish  this  mode  of  decision. — Bmhworth, 

December. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  parish  of  Staindrop,  Dur- 
ham, about  three  o'^clock  in  tlie  morning,  and  in  a  very  short  space 

•  Father  of  the  well  known  John  Lilburne. 
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of  time  completely   destroyed  the  cottages  of  three  families,  and 
reduced  to  ashes  fourteen  large  stacks  of  corn. — Surtees, 

1638. — This  year,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  collec- 
tors of  the  recusants^  money  to  maintain  a  war  against  the  Scots. 
For  Durham,  sir  Ralph  Conyers,  Mr.  George  CoUingwood,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Smith — for  Northumberland,  sir  William  Fenwick,  sir 
Edward  Radcliffe,  and  Mr.  Haggerston.  Durham  furnished  five- 
hundred  and  thirty-two  musqueteers,  and  five-hundred  pikemen: 
Northumberland  two-hundred  and  eighty-two  musqueteers  and  one- 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pikemen:  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  two-hun- 
'  dred  and  fifty  pikemen,  two-hundred  and  fifty  musqueteers,  and 
three-hundred  and  fifty  dragoons,  for  the  king^s  service  against  the 
Scots.  Those  furnished  by  Northumberland  and  the  town  of  New- 
castle were  not  to  march  into  the  field  but  upon  special  direction. 
A  writ  was  sent  to  the  mayor  of  Newcastle  for  the  fortifying  of  that 
town  at  the  charge  of  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  practice  of 
former  times. — Local  Bee. 

1639  (April  29). — King  Charles  I.  on  his  march  against  the 
Scots  covenanters,  left  York,  and  arrived  the  same  night  at  Baby 
castle,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  the  seat  cff  sir  Henry  Vane,  trea- 
surer of  his  majesty^s  household,  where  he  was  nobly  entertained. 
From  thence  he  went  to  Durham,  where  bishop  Morton,  with 
great  expressions  of  joy  and  welcome,  entertained  his  majesty  dur- 
ing his  stay  there.  The  king  remained  at  Durham^  while  the  horse 
and  foot  intended  to  be  levied  there,  were  raised  and  upon  their 
march.  He  arrived  at  Newcastle  about  the  fifth  of  May,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  22nd  of  that  month.  He  was  magnificently  enter- 
tained by  the  mayor  and  magistrates ;  all  the  town  seemed  but  as 
one  man  against  the  Scots  in  case  of  an  invasion.  Alexander 
Davidson,  esq.  mayor,  and  Thomas  Biddell,  esq.  town  clerk,  were 
knighted  by  the  king.  The  recorder  at  that  time  was  a  knight, 
being  sir  Thomas  Riddell,  the  elder,  and  then  living,  which  dis- 
posed the  king  to  honour  his  son  with  knighthood.  May  28,  the 
king  drawing  near  to  Berwick  with  his  army,  the  lord  general  caused 
it  to  be  drawn  up,  when  his  majesty  took  a  view  of,  and  placed 
himself  at  the  head  marched  to  the  river  Tweed.  At  a  place  called 
the  Birks,  two  miles  west  of  Berwick,  the  king  pitched  his  tent 
within  a  large  pavillion,  and  encamped  there.  The  nobility  and  the 
king's  household  servants,  bed  chamber-men,  and  privy  chamber- 
men,  &;c.,  pitched  their  tents  near  the  king.  May  30,  the  king 
went  into  Berwick,  to  see  in  what  state  that  garrison  was,  and  what 
provisions  were  laid  in  there  for  the  troops,  and  the  same  day  the 
earl  of  Newcastle  marched  with  his  troop,  consisting  of  one-hundred 
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horse  into  Berwick,  from  whence  he  sent  out  parties  to  scout  upon  the 
borders.  This  troop  consisted  of  gentlemen  of  good  estate  and 
fortune,  who  were  all  gallantly  mounted ;  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  troop  the  king  was  put  to  no  expence.  June  18,  peace  was 
concluded  between  his  majesty  and  the  Scots  deputies,  in  his  pavil- 
lion  at  the  Birks.  June  22,  his  majesty  came  from  his  camp  to 
Berwick,  and  on  the  24th  his  army  was  dismissed  and  dissolved. 
The  king  remained  at  Berwick  until  July  28,  when  he  took  post 
there,  and  passing  through  Newcastle,  arrived  at  Whitehall  on  the 
first  of  August. — Surtees.    Brand, 

1639. — The  following  is  extracted  from  the  burial  register  of  St. 
Nicholas*  church,  in  Newcastle  : — "  1639,  Aug.  13,  buryed  John 
Anderson,  James  Browne,  George  Bianson,  Thos.  Debdell,  Oswald 
Browne,  Annas  Hull,  prison"  executed.'" 

In  the  parochial  register  of  St.  Andrew'^s  Newcastle : — "  Ann 
owelld  man  and  a  woman,  mared  the  30  day  of  August,  1639 — ^they 
had  2  boyes  that  danst  of  a  rop  in  the  Kasell  yard."*** — Chron,  Mir. 

This  year,  the  town  clerk'^s  office  and  part  of  the  exchange  at 
Newcastle,  were  burnt,  and  several  of  the  deeds  and  writings  of 
the  corporation  destroyed. — Brand. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  parochial  register  of  St. 
Andrew's  church  in  Newcastle : — "  May,  1640,  two  sogers,  for 
denying  the  king'^s  pay,  was  by  a  council  of  war,  appoynted  to  be 
shot  att,  and  a  pare  of  gallos  set  up  before  Thos.  Malabers  dore,  in 
the  Byg  Market.  They  cust  lotes  which  should  dy,  and  the  lotes 
did  fall  of  one  Mr.  Anthone  Yiccars  :  and  he  was  set  against  a  wall 
and  shott  att  by  6  lyght  horseman,  and  was  buried  in  our  church- 
yarde  the  sam  day.  May  16,  day." 

1640  (Aug.  20). — Never  on  earth,  perhaps,  did  so  religious  an 
army  take  the  field  as  that  of  the  Scots  covenanters,  who  invaded 
England  under  general  David  Lesley,  this  year.  At  every  captain's 
tent  door  the  colours  were  flying,  with  the  Scots  arms  upon  them, 
and  this  motto  in  golden  letters,  "  For  Christ's  Crown  and  Cove- 
nant.'' Daily  sermons  from  their  ministers,  prayers  morning  and 
evening,  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  to  which  they  were  called  by 
beat  of  drum,  besides  reading  the  scriptures,  praying  and  psalm 
singing,  were  to  be  heard  in  every  tent.  On  the  above  day  Lesley 
crossed  the  Tweed  and  marched  without  opposition  to  Newbum, 
a  village  about  four  miles  above  Newcastle,  where  lord  Conway,  who 
commanded  the  royal  forces  in  the  absence  of  the  earls  of  North- 
umberland and  Strafford,  had  taken  a  position  and  thrown  up 
entrenchments  to  defend  the  ford  over  the  Tyne.  On  the  27th  the 
Scots  pitched  their  tents  on  Heddon   Law,  above  Newbum,  from 
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whence  there  was  a  continued  descent  to  the  river,  and  in  the 
night  made  great  fires  in  and  round  their  camp,  on  an  open  moor- 
ish ground.  The  same  night  the  king^s  army,  consisting  of  three- 
thousand  foot  and  one-thousand  five-hundred  horse,  were  drawn  out 
on  Stella  Haugh,  a  plain  meadow  ground,  nearly  a  mile  in  length, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Tyne,  and  their  position  was  strengthened 
by  two  breast  works,  thrown  up  opposite  the  fordable  places  of  the 
river,  and  defended  by  cannon  and  musquetry.  On  the  28th,  the 
Scots  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  rising  ground,  brought  down 
some  peices  of  cannon,  and  planted  them  in  the  church  steeple  of 
Ncwbum,  and  lined  all  the  lanes  and  hedges  about  the  village  with 
their  musquetry.  In  this  posture  both  parties  remained  observing 
each  other  all  the  forenoon,  without  firing  a  shot,  till  an  accidental 
circumstance  occasioned  the  beginning  of  the  engagement.  A  Scotch 
ofiicer,  well  mounted,  having  a  black  feather  in  his  hat,  came  out  of 
one  of  the  thatched  houses  of  Newbum,  and  watered  his  horse  in 
the  Tyne ;  an  English  soldier  perceiving  that  he  fixed  his  eye  on 
the  trenches  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  fired  his  piece,  and 
brought  the  oflScer  from  his  horse,  upon  which  the  Scots  inmie- 
diately  fired  a  volley  of  musquetry  at  the  English,  and  soon  after 
began  to  play  with  their  ordnance  upon  the  sconces  or  breast- 
works, which  the  English  returned  by  cannonading  the  Scots 
posted  in  the  church  and  village.  The  advantage  of  position,  as 
well  as  of  number  and  discipline,  was  decidedly  with  the  Scots,  and 
by  the  time  that  the  ebb  tide  had  rendered  the  river  fordable,  their 
cannon  had  driven  the  English  from  their  main  work,  and  Lesley, 
perceiving  the  men  running  from  their  guns  ordered  a  forlorn  hope 
of  twenty-six  horse  under  a  major  Ballantyne,  to  pass  the  river,  with 
orders  merely  to  reconnoitre,  fire  their  pieces,  and  retreat.  The 
Scots  continued  meanwhile  a  heavy  cannonade  on  the  higher  sconce 
or  breastwork,  and  the  forlorn  hope,  finding  that  also  deserted  by 
the  English,  established  themselves  on  the  south  bank.  The  college 
of  justice  troop  (that  is,  the  troop  composed  of  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  law  courts  of  Edinburgh),  then  went  across  the  river  under 
their  commander  sir  Thomas  Hope,  and  were  immediately  followed 
by  more  horse,  and  by  two  foot  regiments  under  the  command  of 
the  earls  of  Crawfurd  and  Loudon,  who  waded  breast  deep  through 
the  river.  The  English  horse,  who  were  drawn  up  on  the  flat 
grounds  near  the  Tyne,  stood  for  some  time  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
nine  pieces  of  ordnance,  with  which  Lesley  covered  the  passage  of 
his  men,  but  were  at  last  broken  and  disordered;  and  as  more 
Scots  successively  passed  the  river,  the  rout  became  irretrievable,  and 
the  main  body  of  the  infantry  retreated  in  disorder  towards  New- 
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coBtle,  by  Byton  and  Stella  Haugb,  whilst  sir  John  Digby,  Commia- 
sary  Wilniot,  and  O'Niell,  an  Irish  officer,  who  endeavoured  to  cover 
the  retreat  with  the  horse,  were  surrounded  and  made  prisoners  by 
Lesley  who  treated  them  and  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  wiUi  the  great- 
est honour,  and  soon  after  permitted  them  to  rejoin  the  king's  forees. 
The  panic  inspired  by  the  victory  of  the  Scots  was  excessive,  and 
seems  to  have  infected  the  English  commanders  as  well  as  the  sol- 
diers. In  a  council  of  war  held  at  Newcastle  at  twelve  o'clock,  the 
night  after  the  defeat,  it  was  determined  that  the  place  was  unten- 
able, and  next  morning  lord  Conway  marched  to  Durham,  and 
fipom  thence  to  Northallerton,  to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army 
which  was  advancing  under  lord  Strafford,  leaving  Newcastle,  and 
all  the  royal  stores  and  m^ozines  collected  there,  open  to  the  enemy. 
The  occupation  of  Newcastle,  which  the  Scots  entered  the  day  after 
their  victory  at  Newbum,  gave  them,  in  fact,  military  possession 
both  of  Durham  and  Northumberland ;  and  the  people,  panic-struck 
and  deserted  by  the  regular  troops,  seem  to  have  offered  no  further 
opposition,  but  to  have  merely  considered  how  to  make  the  best 
terms  with  the  conquerors.  "  At  this  time,  Newcastle  and  the  coal 
mines,  that  had  wont  to  employ  ten-thousand  people  all  the  year 
long,  some  working  under-ground,  some  above,  and  others  upon  the 
wat«r  in  keels  and  lighters,  now  not  a  man  to  .be  seen,  not  a  coal 
wrought,  all  absconding,  being  possessed  with  a  fear  that  the  Scots 
would  give  no  quarter ;  four-hundred  ships,  using  to  be  there  often  at 
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a  time  in  the  river,  not  a  ship  durst  come  in ;  an  hmidred  and  odd 
coming  to  the  mouth  of  the  haven  the  day  after  the  fight,  and  hear- 
ing the  Scots  had  possessed  Newcastle,  returned  all  empty,  and 
tradesmen  in  the  town  for  some  days  kept  their  shops  shut ;  many 
families  gone,  leaving  their  goods  to  the  mercy  of  the  Scots,  who 
possessed  themselves  of  such  com,  cheese,  beer  &c.,  as  they  found, 
giving  the  owners  thereof,  or  some  in  their  stead,  some  money  in 
hand  and  security  in  writing  for  the  rest,  to  be  paid  at  four  or  six 
months'*  end,  in  money  or  com ;  and  if  they  refuse,  said  the  Scots, 
such  is  the  necessity  of  their  army  that  they  must  take  it  without 
security  rather  than  starve.  As  for  the  city  of  Durham,  it  became 
a  most  depopulated  place ;  not  one  shop  for  four  days  after  the  fight 
open ;  not  one  house  in  ten  that  had  either  man,  woman,  or  child, 
in  it ;  not  one  bit  of  bread  to  be  got  for  money,  for  the  king^s  army 
had  eat  and  drank  all  in  their  march  into  Yorkshire ;  the  country 
people  durst  not  come  to  market,  which  made  that  city  in  a  sad 
condition  for  want  of  food.'^  After  the  defeat  of  the  royal  troops 
at  Newbum,  the  bishop  of  Durham  fled  to  his  castle  at  Stockton, 
and  from  thence  retired  to  York  and  London.  The  castle  remain- 
ed for  some  time  in  the  possession  of  the  royalists.  August  30, 
the  Scots  entered  Durham.  The  earl  of  Strafford  issued  an  order 
from  Darlington  to  cause  all  such  quantities  of  butter,  bread, 
cheese,  and  milk,  as  could  be  possibly  furnished,  to  be  brought 
into  Darlington  by  four  o^^clock  the  next  day  for  victuallmg  his 
majesty's  array ;  to  break  or  bury  all  the  upper  mill-stones,  and  to 
remove  the  goods,  and  drive  the  cattle  before  the  approach  of  the 
Scots.  In  September  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Durham 
and  Northumberland,  petitioned  the  king  to  relieve  them  from  the 
heavy  and  distressing  levies  of  the  Scots,  who  compelled  the  former 
to  pay  them  <f  350,  and  the  latter  ^300  per  day,  besides  furnishing 
them  with  great  quantities  of  hay  and  straw.  Sir  Thomas  Biddell, 
knt.,  of  Gateshead,  also  petitioned  his  majesty  on  account  of  the 
great  destruction  of  his  property  by  the  Scots,  "whereby  your 
petitioner  and  his  posterity  are  like  to  be  ruinated  and  undone."*' — 
Bushworth,    Surtees. 

1641  (August). — The  Scottish  army  having  received  ^^60,000  for 
disbanding,  quitted  Newcastle.  They  were  to  pass  over  the  Tweed 
before  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  King  Charles  I.  passed  through 
Newcastle  on  the  10th  of  August  on  his  way  post  to  Scotland.  Men- 
tion occurs  of  his  majesty^s  return  by  the  same  route  on  the  19th  of 
November  following. — Bnmd. 

This  year,  Bishop  Morton  joined  with  eleven  other  prelates  in  pro- 
testing against  the  taking  away  of  the  bishops'  votes  in  parliament ; 
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for  which  offence  he,  as  well  as  the  other  prelates,  was  impeached  of 
high  treason  by  the  commons,  and  taken  into  custody  on  the  30th  of 
December. — Suriees. 

1642  (March  22). — There  is  an  order  of  parliament  for  suppress- 
ing tumultuous  assemblages  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, who  were  pulling  down  enclosures. — D^iumal  Occurrences, 

June  29. — The  king  appointed  William,  earl  of  Newcastle,  to  be 
goyemor  of  that  town.  The  earl  sent  out  his  warrants  from  New- 
castle into  the  county  of  Durham,  commanding  600  foot  and  100 
horse  from  the  train-band  of  Durham,  to  come  into  that  town.  He 
also  deputed  300  men  to  South  Shields  to  make  fortifications  and 
trenches,  taking  along  with  them  six  pieces  of  ordnance.  Tynemouth 
castle  was  also  put  into  a  posture  of  defence. — Brand, 

July. — The  house  of  lords  had  information  that  ''  divers  horse 
and  arms  are  brought  from  Carlisle  to  Newcastle ;  and  that  divers 
of  the  townsmen  are  much  displeased  at  the  garrison;  and  that 
the  colliers  are  like  to  mutiny,  by  reason  ships  doe  forbeare  to 
fetch  ooales,  being  afiiraid  if  they  come  there  that  they  shal  be 
stayed,  and  fitted  for  warre,  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the 
kingdome.''" — Speciall  Passages^  &c. 

August. — Prince  Rupert  landed  at  Newcastle  "  with  armes  and 
ammunition,  and  it  is  said  with  money ;  such  speed  hee  made  thence 
to  his  majestie,  as  his  neck  had  like  to  have  suffered  a  prejudice 
neere  Dameton.  The  passage  at  TinmouUu  notwithstanding  the 
supposed  guard  of  shipping  is  very  easie,  the  parliament  is  farre  off, 
and  sees  not  the  connivance.'" — Ibid. 

Aug.  19. — The  mayor  and  common  council  of  Newcastle,  sent  the 
king  a  most  loyal  address,  accompanied  with  the  loan  of  £  700. — Brand, 

August  22. — Sir  Robert  Heath,  knt.  held  the  last  assize  at 
Durham,  under  the  royal  commission;  after  that,  all  legal  process 
within  the  county  was  discontinued,  and  no  sheriff  was  appointed  till 
1 646.  The  first  gaol  delivery  after  this  interval  was  before  Mark 
Shaftoe,  esq.,  April  12,  1647,  when  six  criminals  were  executed. 
John  Wastell,  of  Scorton,  esq.,  delivered  the  gaol  by  commission  in 
July,  1648,  when  nine  criminals  were  executed. — Surtees. 

September — The  plague  broke  out  suddenly  at  Newcastle,  about 
the  middle  of  the  month,  and  nine  persons  died  of  it  in  one  night. — 
Speciall  Passages^  ^c. 

September  21. — The  duke  of  Lenox  ^^tooke  shipping  at  Shields, 
being  saluted  by  the  fort  with  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance ""  on  his 
sailing  thence  to  meet  the  queen,  who  was  expected  to  arrive  there 
on  the  28th  of  the  month. — Ilnd, 

This  day,  it  was  resolved  upon  the  question  by  the  house  of  com- 

2m 
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mons,  that  sir  Nicholas  Cole,  mayor  of  Newcastle,  sir  Thomas  Riddell 
the  younger,  sir  Alexander  Davison,  sir  John  Marley,  and  Mr.  Tho^ 
mas  Lyddell,  of  that  town,  should  be  forthwith  sent  for  as  delin- 
quents, by  the  Serjeant  at  arms. — Brand. 

1642  (Oct.  13). — A  small  vessel  arrived  at  Newcastle,  with  arms 
for  1,000  men,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  in  specie. — Brand, 

Oct.  16. — The  plague  raged  in  Gateshead ;  a  cess  was  collected  for 
the  use  of  the  infected  poor. — Gateshead  Parish  Beg. 

Oct.  20. — Sir  John  Marley  was  chosen  mayor  of  Newcastle  by  a 
mandamus  from  the  king. — Brand. 

November. — The  earl  of  Newcastle  formed  the  counties  of  Nor- 
thumberland, Durham,  Cumberland,  Westmoreland,  and  the  town  of 
Newcastle,  into  an  association  for  the  king^s  service. — Bushwarth. 

This  month,  two  ships  arrived  in  the  Tyne  with  ammunition  for 
the  use  of  the  king^s  troops.— TA^  English  Intelligencer. 

1643  (Jan.  18). — There  came  to  Durham  from  Newcastle,  about 
eight-thousand  armes,  with  proportion  of  ammunition  to  be  conveyed 
to  Pomfreit,  to  the  earle  of  Newcastle,  and  from  thence  to  the  king^s 
army. — The  Kingdome's  Weekly  Intelligencer. 

October  27. — William  Cavendish,  earl  of  Newcastle,  was  ad- 
yan^d  to  the  dignity  of  marquis  of  that  place. — Local  Bee. 

1644  (Jan.  3). — Francis  Walker,  of  Bamardcastle,  gent.,  was 
tried  at  the  sessions  at  Durham,  for  saying  '^the  parliament  are 
rogues,  jebells  and  traitors — God  confound  them  and  the  devil 
confound  them;  and  he  wished  the  parliament  house  were  blown 
upp  with  gunpowder  as  it  should  have  been  once,  and  he  hoped  to 
see  them  all  hanged  one  against  another  within  a  short  time — ^that 
the  parliament  sought  to  be  kings  themselves,  and  that  they  would 
have  him  (the  idng)  to  be  worse  than  either  you  or  I,  and  that  he 
(the  king)  could  aot  say  the  horse  he  rode  on  was  his  own.*" — Ibid. 

January  19. — The  Scots  army  destined  for  the  assistance  of 
parliament  crossed  the  Tweed  in  the  depth  of  a  severe  winter.  Their 
whole  force  amounted  to  eighteen  thousand  foot,  and  three  thousand 
ax  hundred  horse,  commanded  by  David  Lesley,  before  whom  sir 
Thomas  Glenham  retreated  with  very  inferior  forces  to  Newcastle. 
On  receiving  the  first  propositions  from  the  Soots  commissioners, 
dated  from  Berwick,  Jan.  20,  the  officers  of  the  royal  army,  and  the 
gentry  of  Northumberland,  met  at  Alnwick  on  the  22d.  The  York- 
shire gentlemen  voted  for  driving  the  country  before  the  invaders, 
whilst  the  Northumbrians  were  very  naturally  averse  to  seeing  their 
estates  laid  waste,  and  proposed  to  return  a  conciliatory  answer.  All 
agreed  that  it  was  impossible  to  meet  the  Soots  in  the  field,  yet  "  it 
ttras  resolved  with  those  sixteen  troops  of  horse,  and  two  regiments  of 
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foot,  which  they  had  then  at  Alnwick,  and  some  eight  drakes,  and 
several  pieces  of  ordnance,  that  they  would  endeavour  to  defend  the 
bridge ;  ^  bnt  this  resolution,  as  well  as  a  subsequent  determination 
to  cut  down  Felton  bridge,  and  contest  the  pass  over  the  Coquet, 
proved  equally  abortive,  and  the  Scots  experienced  no  serious  opposi- 
tion till  they  arrived  under  the  walls  of  Newcastle.  General  Lesley 
eame  before  the  town  on  the  3d  of  February,  and  summoned  the  place 
the  same  day.  The  principal  inhabitants  returned  a  resolute  answer, 
and  in  the  evening  set  fire  to  Sandgate,  a  street  without  the  walls,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  making  their  advances  under  cover.  The 
suburbs  continued  burning  all  Sunday  and  Monday.  Early  on  Mon- 
day morning,  sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  and  colonel  Fenwick  sallied 
out  of  Newcastle,  and  surprised  and  routed  two  regiments  of  Scots 
horse,  quartered  at  Gorbridge  ;  colonel  Brandling,  who  had  been  or- 
dered to  cross  the  Tyne  lower  down,  and  to  attack  the  Scots  in  the 
rear,  fell  in  with  the  front  of  the  retreating  enemy,  and  spurring  for- 
ward before  his  troop  within  pistol  shot  of  the  Scots,  a  Scots  lieuten- 
ant, named  Elliot,  rode  out  of  the  ranks  to  meet  him.  After  ex- 
changing pistol-shots,  whilst  both  were  wheeling  round  to  draw  their 
Bwordfi,  Brandling^s  horse  stumbled  and  fell  so  near  his  antagonist, 
that  the  Scotsman  pulled  him  off  his  saddle  by  main  force,  and  made 
him  prisoner,  which  so  discouraged  his  men  that  they  immediately 
fled,  and  were  pursued  by  the  Scots  with  some  loss.  On  the  6th, 
Lesley  brought  his  heavy  ordnance  by  sea  to  Bly thsnook,  from  whence 
they  were  dragged  up  to  the  camp.  The  Scots  remained  before  New- 
castle till  the  22d  of  February,  without  gaining  any  material  advant- 
age, and  determining  to  waste  no  more  time  before  the  place,  they 
left  only  six  regiments  of  foot  and  some  troops  of  horse,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  town  to  observe  the  garrison,  and  marched  on  that  day 
with  the  gross  of  the  army  to  Heddon-on-the- Wall,  where  they  lay  all 
night  in  the  open  field.  The  next  day  they  quartered  along  the  Tyne 
from  Ovingham  to  Gorbridge,  where  three  English  regiments  of  horse 
faced  them  all  day,  but  drew  off  in  the  night,  leaving  behind  them 
only  a  Scots  major  Agnew,  colonel  Fenwick'^s  prisoner,  to  preserve 
Fenwick^'s  house,  near  Heddon,  from  plunder.  The  next  day,  Febru- 
ary  28,  the  whole  Scots  army  crossed  the  Tyne  without  opposition  at 
the  three  several  fords  of  Ovingham,  Bywell,  and  Eltringham,  and 
quartered  at  night  in  the  villages  on  the  south  of  the  river.  The  next 
day,  the  Scots  passed  the  Darwent  at  Ebchester,  their  foot  crossing 
the  river,  which  is  both  deep  and  rapid,  in  single  file,  over  a  bridge  of 
trees,  and  the  whole  army  passing  the  night  in  the  field.  The  next 
day,  Friday,  they  lay  within  a  mile  of  Ghester-Ie-Street.  On  Satur- 
day they  crossed  the  Wear  at  the  new  bridge,  near  Lumley,  rsitod  on 
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Sunday  at  Herrin^n,  and  on  Monday  the  4th  of  March,  entered 
Sunderland.     On  the  6th,  the  marquk  of  Newcastle,  with  the  York- 
shire horse,  under  sir  Charles  Lucas,  drew  out  his  forces  within  three 
miles  to  the  north  of  Sunderland,  and  obliged  the  Scots  to  draw  out 
their  troops  and  lie  in  the  field.     The  next  day,  the  marquis  drew  up 
again  upon  Boldon-hills,  and  the  Scots  again  faced  him  till  night ;  but 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  was  intersected  with  hedges  and  deep 
trenches,  prevented  either  party  from  hazarding  an  attack.     On  the 
8th  the  light  parties  skirmished  with  each  other,  but  the  marquis  being 
unable  to  draw  the  Scots  from  their  position,  marched  towards  Dur- 
ham, with  the  view  of  straightening  the  enemy^s  quarters,  and  pre- 
venting their  foraging  in  the  country.     The  Scots  in  Sunderland,  were 
at  this  time  extremely  distressed  for  provisions ;  of  five  barks  laden 
with  supplies  from  Scotland,  three  were  cast  away,  and  the  remaining 
two  were  driven  into  the  Tyne,  where  they  were  seized  by  the  mar- 
quis.    On  the  13th  the  Scots,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  fresh  quar- 
ters and  forage,  left  a  garrison  of  two  foot  regiments  in  Sunderland, 
and  moved  with  the  rest  of  their  forces  towards  Durham ;  but  finding 
the  country  nearly  stripped  of  cattle  and  provisions  by  the  marquis  of 
Newcastle,  and  unwilling  to  leave  Sunderland  so  slenderly  garrisoned 
at  any  distance,  they  returned  along  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and 
quartered  betwixt  the  Wear  and  the  Tyne,  near  South  Shields.     On 
the  15th  the  Scots  gave  a  hot  assault  to  the  fort  at  South  Shields, 
but  were  gallantly  beat  off  by  captain  Chapman.     On  the  19th,  their 
whole  army  observed  a  solemn  fast,  and  on  the  20th  the  fort  at  Shields 
was  carried  by  storm,  witii  the  loss  of  nine  men.     The  same  day,  Bal- 
lantyne,  a  Scots  officer,  surprised  a  party  of  the  marquises  horse  in 
Chester-le-Street,  and  brou^t  off  forty  prisoners  with  their  horses 
and  arms.     On  the  23d,  the  marquis  marched  from  Durham  to  Ches- 
ter, and  on  Sunday,  the  24th,  the  royal  troops  drew  up  on  the  high 
grounds  above  Hilton,  and  the  Scots  faced  them  all  day  on  the  heights 
nearer  to  the  sea,  and  towards  night  a  distant  cannonade  was  ex- 
changed betwixt  the  two  armies,   and  some  parties  of  musketry 
endeavoured  to  drive  each  other  from  the  hedges.     The  countersign 
given  by  the  marquis  was  "  New  or  ne^oer  ;'^  by  the  Scots,  "  The  Lard 
of  hosts  is  with  us!^    The  troops  continued  to  face  each  other  during 
the  following  day,  when  the  marquis,  seeing  no  possibility  of  bringing 
the  Scots  to  engage,  retired  again  towards  Durham ;  a  party  of  Scots 
pursued  and  disordered  a  part  of  his  rear,  but  were  repulsed  by 
Lucas^  brigade.     On  the  retreat  of  the  marquis,  the  Scots  extended 
their  quarters  to  Easington,  where  they  lay  till  the  8th  of  April,  and 
then  marched  to  Quarrington  Hill.     The  disasters  of  the  royal  party 
in  Yorkshire,  occasioned  the  recal  of  the  marquis  from  the  north. 
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On  the  ISth  of  April,  having  drawn  such  troops  as  could  be  spared 
out  of  Newcastle  and  Lumley  castle  (which  appears  to  have  been  gar- 
risoned for  the  king),  he  marched  from  Durham  to  Auckland,  and 
from  thence,  the  next  day,  to  Bamardcastle  and  Piersbridge.  At 
the  same  time,  Lesley  broke  up  his  camp  at  Quarrington,  and  moved 
to  Ferryhill,  and  next  day  to  DarUngton,  where  his  horse  came  up 
with  the  rear  of  the  marquises  army,  and  made  some  prisoners.  The 
marquis  entered  York  on  the  19th  of  April,  and  on  the  20th 
Lesley  joined  the  parliamentary  forces,  under  Fairfax,  at  Tadcaster. 
The  fatal  battle  of  Marston  moor,  on  the  2d  of  July,  completed  the 
ruin  of  the  king^s  affairs  in  the  north,  and  was  soon  followed  by  the 
surrender  of  York;  and  Newcastle,  the  last  bulwark  of  the  royal 
cause  in  the  north,  was  very  closely  besieged  on  the  13th  of  Aug. 
The  Scots,  after  the  town  had  made  a  spirited  resistance  of  about 
ten  weeks,  began,  October  19,  to  make  a  most  violent  firing  from 
their  several  batteries,  upon  the  town  wall,  and  several  regiments 
were  drawn  up,  standing  to  their  arms,  while  the  breaches  were  in 
readiness  and  the  mines  sprung.  About  three  oVlock  in  the  after- 
noon,  the  town  garrison  by  their  counter-mines  had  very  nearly 
approached  some  chambers  where  the  gunpowder  was  lodged  for 
blowing  up  the  walls,  which  being  signified  to  general  Leven,  he 
ordered  that  fire  should  be  given  to  those  two  mines  endangered, 
and  afterwards  to  maintain  the  breaches  carefully,  whilst  a  gallant 
assault  should  be  made  from  all  quarters.  A  little  after,  the  day 
falling,  and  the  breaches  being  made,  thoilgh  not  so  large  and 
passable  as  was  needful,  the  rest  of  the  mines  were  fired,  and  the 
regiments  advanced  all  at  once  towards  the  breaches  and  those 
places  of  the  wall  which  were  opened  by  the  mines.  In  this  attempt, 
however,  they  were  excellently  entertained  by  the  besieged,  who 
left  nothing  unessayed  to  repel  the  fury  of  the  assault.  They 
played  incessantly  from  the  castle  upon  the  breaches  and  flanking 
towers  of  the  walls  with  scattered  shot,  and  the  Scots  suffered  a  con- 
siderable loss  of  soldiers  and  officers  of  quality ;  yet  still  they  pressed 
on;  and,  after  two  hours^  desperate  dispute  upon  the  breaches, 
forced  their  first  entry  at  the  mine,  sprung  on  the  west  side  of  the 
town,  near  the  White  Friar  Tower.  Then  the  horse  in  the  town 
gave  them  three  brave  charges,  which  they  stoutly  sustained,  and 
kept  their  ground  till  the  reserve  of  that  post  came  to  assist  them. 
The  Scots  now  hastened  to  attack  the  gates  of  Newgate  and  Pil- 
grim street,  the  former  commanded  by  Captain  Cuthbert  Carr, 
and  the  latter  by  Captain  George  Errington,  Lieutenant  William 
Bobson,  and  Ensign  Thomas  Swan.  These  with  the  men  under 
their  command    had,    during   the    siege,    bravely   defended    these 
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gates  and  killed  many  of  the  enemy,  and  although  attacked  from 
without  and  within,    would  not  surrender  until  they  were  enoom- 
paesed  and  overcome  by  numbers.      The  Scots  then  marched  for 
the  relief  of  the  rest  of  the  breaches ;    and  the  soldiers  of  the  gar- 
rison,  seeing  further  resistance   vain,   forsook  the  walls ;   and   the 
whole  body  almost  of  the  army  entering,  they  soon  became  masters 
of  the  town.      Upon  their  first  entry  the  mayor,  sir  John  Marley, 
Lodowick  Lindsay,  earl  Crawford,  the  lord  Maxwell,  Dr.  Wishart, 
and  others,  that  had  been  most  resolute  for  holding  out  the  town, 
betook   themselves  to  the   castle,      October   20  (Sunday),   general 
Leven  entered  the  town,  when  he  went  to  church  with  his  chief 
officers  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  their  success.     The  next  day, 
sir  John   Marley,   the  mayor,  wrote  a  spirited  letter  to  general 
Leven,  from  the  castle,  to  which  he  had  retreated,  and  which  he 
owned  could  not  hold  out  long.      In  this  he  hinted  at  the  particular 
motives  of  his  loyalty,  and  begged  for  liberty  to  withdraw  to  some 
neighbouring  garrison  of  the  king ;  but  the  incensed  general  would 
allow  no  terms,  and  insisted  upon  a  general  surrender.      October 
22,  sir  John  Marley,  with  his  brave  associates,  came  forth  of  the 
castle,  and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  to  the  Scottish  army. 
The  gallant  mayor  and  governor  was  almost  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
mob  on  this  occassion,  and  appear  to  have  been  persecuted  after- 
wards with  a  spirit  of  revenge   unbecoming  generous   conquerors. 
Thus  was  the  to\\ii  taken  from  the  king,   after  an  obstinate  and 
gallant  defence,  and  may  well  assume  the  motto  bestowed  upon  it, 
"  FoRTiTER  Defendit  Triumphans.^'*       The  Scots,  after  the  capture, 
are  said  to  have  rifled  the  town''s  hutch,   and  destroyed  most  of 
the  evidences  and  deeds  belonging  to  the  corporation.     During  the 
siege  general   Leven,   with  a  force    under  him,    appears  to  have 
been  quartered  at  Elswick,  a  village  about  a  mile  west  of  Newcastle ; 
while  the  earl  of  Calendar,    with  the  division  of  the  army  under 
him,  was  stationed  at  Gateshead,  on  the  bridge,  and  at  the  glass- 
houses, below  which  he  had  thrown  a  bridge  of  boats  across  the 
river.      The  Half-moon  battery   (on  the  site  of  which  the  comity 
courts  were  erected  in  1810),  was  by  sir  John  Marley,  made  use  of 
to  secure  the  river  and  the  Quayside,  against  the  Scots ;  and  the 
castle,  which  was  very  ruinous,  he  put  into  good  repair;  on  both 
of  these  he  placed  heavy  ordnance,  to  beat  off  those  guns   which 
the  Scots  had  laid  upon  the  banks  of  Gateshead,  against  the  town ; 
and  this  he  managed  bravely  for  a  long  time. — Surtees.    Boumey  Sfc. 
From  the  following  entry  in  the  burial  register  of  Whickham,  it 
appears  that  the  Scots,  during  the  siege  of  Newcastle,  had  sentries 
on  the  island  in   the  river  Tyne,   called  the   King's  Mmdotcs: — 
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"  A  man  that  was  shot  bii  the  Scotish  centres  in  the  meadonee,  as 
he  was  comeing  up  the  water  in  a  boate,  3rd  September,  1614." 
In  the  same  register  occurs. — "  Captaine  John  Cuningame,  a  Scot, 
bur.  22nd  October,  1644." 

There  is  a  tradition,  that  during  the  siege,  the  general  of  the 
Scottish  army  threatened  sir  John  Marley,  that  if  the  town  was  not 
delivered  up,  they  would  direct  their  cannon  ao  as  to  demolish  the 
beautiful  steeple  of  St.  Nicholas.  The  mayor  instantly  ordered  the 
chief  of  the  Scottish  prisoners  to  be  taken  to  the  top  of  the  tower, 
below  the  lantern,  and  returned  him  an  answer,  that  if  that  struc- 
ture fell  it  should  not  fall  alone,  as  their  countrymen  were  placed 
in  it  with  a  view  either  to  preserve  it  from  ruin,  or  be  destroyed  with 
it  i  this  had  the  desired  effect. — Bourne. 

The  steeple  of  St.  Andrew's  church  appears  to  have  been  much 
battered  by  the  cannon  of  the  Soots  army  during  the  siege,  and 
the  church  generally  received  so  much  damage,  that  no  service 
was  performed  therein  for  a  year  afterwards,  as  is  proved  by  the 
parish  register: — "  1645. — There  was  no  child  baptM  in  this  parish 
for  1  yeares  time  after  the  town  was  taken,  nor  sa^non  in  this  church 
for  1  yeares  time."'— Brand. 

About  this  period,  Cartington  castle,  {which  is  situate  near 
Kothbury),  was  defended  for  king  Charles  I.  by  the  neighbouring 
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gentry,  among  whom  were  the  Selbys,  Glaverings,  Horsleys  and  the 
Widdringtons,  against  the  parliament  forces,  which  were  headed 
by  Tempest  and  other  gentry  of  the  county  of  Durham,  and  the 
Greys  and  other  gentlemen  of  Northumberland.  After  a  few  hours 
resistance,  the  besieged  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  their  horses, 
taken  in  an  enclosure,  were  all  carried  off. — Mackenzie's  Northd, 

1644  (July  2). — Colonel  John  Fen  wick,  of  Hexham  abbey, 
Northumberland,  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Marston  moor.  His 
helmet  was  afterwards  fastened  on  a  pillar  in  the  church  of  Hexham, 
and  his  skull,  which  was  broken  in  the  same  place  with  the  helmet, 
is  still  kept  at  the  Manor  office  there. — WrigkCs  Hexham. 

Died,  Nathaniel  Ward,  A.  M.,  a  divine  of  considerable  eminence, 
who  in  1635  was  presented  by  sir  Henry  Vane,  to  the  vicarage  of 
Staindrop,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  This  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  preferment  which  he  ever  obtained ;  ^'  but,  scholar  as  he  was,  he 
does  not  seem  to  have  considered  himself  as  thrown  away  upon  a  petty 
vicarage  nor  to  have  coveted  a  higher  station.'^  In  1641  Mr.  Ward 
appears  to  be  distressed  at  the  imposition  of  some  oath  or  engagement 
which  was  required  from  the  clergy,  and  his  dislike  to  the  conduct  of 
the  ruling  powers  increased  in  such  a  degree  with  the  progress  of  the 
rebellion,  that  in  1644  he  left  his  cure  (or  possibly  was  ejected  from 
it),  and  joined  the  cavaliers,  who  were  in  arms  in  Cumberland.  He 
was  mortally  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Milium  castle. — Surtees. 

October  27. — Tynemouth  castle  was  besieged  by  general  Leven 
and  the  Scots  army,  to  whom  it  surrendered,  when  thirty-eight 
pieces  of  ordnance,  besides  great  stores  of  arms,  ammunition,  and 
provisions,  fell  into  their  hands.  During  the  siege,  it  is  said,  that 
the  garrison  had  suffered  so  much  by  the  plague,  that  the  chief 
commanders  had  fled  out  of  it. — Brand. 

1645. — Stockton  is  not  recorded  to  have  stood  any  siege,  nor  is  the 
time  mentioned  of  its  surrender  to  the  parliament ;  but  it  probably 
followed  the  fate  of  Newcastle,  Hartlepool,  and  other  royal  garrisons. 
In  the  above  year,  Stockton  was  one  of  the  garrisons  in  possession  of 
the  Scots,  which  they  delivered  up  to  the  English  on  receiving  their 
most  base  recompence  for  the  blood  of  their  sovereign.  In  1647  par- 
liament ordered  the  castle  of  Stockton  to  be  totally  slighted  and  dis- 
mantled; and  in  1652  the  castle  was  entirely  taken  down,  and  not 
one  stone  left  upon  another. — Surtees. 

April  14. — The  Hon.  sir  William  Armyn,  knt.  and  bart.,  Rich- 
ard Barwies,  and  Robert  Fenwick,  esqrs.,  commissioners  from  the 
parliament  and  resident  at  Newcastle,  were  complimented  each  vidth 
the  personal  freedom  of  that  corporation. — Brand. 

In  the  Kingdome^s  Weekly  Intelligencer^  July  8th,  it  is  stated  thai, 
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**  Upon  the  Lord's  day,  June  29th,  by  five  of  the  clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, 120  Horses  &  Dragoons  came  out  of  Bolton  Castle,  and  scaled 
the  walls  of  Baby  Castle,  where  the  drawbridge,  was,  and  surprised 
Mr.  Singleton  and  Mr.  William  Allison,  servants  to  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
in  their  beds ;  whereupon  Sir  Greorge  Vane  raised  the  country,  forth- 
with, both  horsemen  with  arms,  &  the  foot  also,  well  armed,  in  all 
about  300  men.  Upon  Monday,  the  30th,  at  twelve  of  the  dock, 
they  came  to  Standrup,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  castle  : 
then  came  also  six  troops  of  horse  out  of  Yorkshire,  which  Col.  Was- 
dale  and  Major  Smithson  commanded — ^they  were  all  there  by  seven 
a  clock  at  night.  After  their  coming,  they  rescued  many  cattell, 
which  the  rebels  were  driving  into  the  Castle :  they  took  fifty-five 
horses  from  them,  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  some  of  them  worth  j^20. 
a-piece.  Next  day  they  took  nineteen  horses  more  of  them,  so  that 
they  have  now  but  sixty  left,  which  will  not  be  kept  long.  Sir  Francis 
Liddale  is  commander  in  chiefe  of  the  enemy :  the  rest  are  Bishoprick 
and  Yorkshiremen.  They  have  sent  Sir  George  Vane's  horses  to  us, 
by  reason  they  wanted  hay  extremely.  They  are  destitute  of  bread 
very  much,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  make  them  yield  within  few  dayes. 
They  are  now  so  blockt  up  that  they  dare  not  stirre  out."^ — The  Scots 
Ihve^  of  the  1st  of  August,  states,  that  "  Baby  Castle  is  yielded  up ; 
the  officers  to  march  away  with  arms,  &  the  common  soldiers  with 
their  lives,  upon  their  legs :  they  may  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets 
if  they  will.  They  left  300  good  armes  behind  them ;  powder,  and 
other  ammunition,  good  store." — The  Mercurius  Veredicus^  of  the  4th 
of  August,  adds,  that  "  Babby  Castle  was  surrendered  to  Sir  George 
Vane :  Sir  Francis  Liddal,  the  Governor  &  the  soldiers,  to  march  to 
Boulton  and  Newark.** — Chron.  Mir. 

1645.— "Wm.  Hall,  Will.  Mor,  ArchbaJd  Henderson,  John 
Grame,  executed  in  the  Castel— rbur.  3  Aug.*"  at  St.  Nicholas'  church, 
Newcastle. — Chron.  Mir. 

September  27. — This  year  the  common  council  of  Newcastle  made 
an  order  to  disfranchise  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  who  was  charged  with 
possessing  himself  thereof  by  force  of  arms,  and  altering  its  ancient 
and  lawful  government,  and  imprisoning  divers  of  his  majesty's  good 
subjects,  and  plundering  and  taking  away  their  estates.  He  had 
been  before  this  time  declared  a  traitor  by  the  lords  and  conunons. 
The  cause  assigned  for  his  disfranchisement  is  a  curious  one : — ^'  As 
a  meanes  to  expiate  and  appease  the  great  wrath  of  God,  which  yet 
hanges  over  this  poor  and  miserable  towne.*"" — Brand. 

The  plague  made  great  havock  in  Darlington  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. It  had  also  visited  Egglescliffe,  and  it  raged  in  Gateshead, 
the  poor  infected   people    were   removed  to  huts  erected  on  the 
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cotnmoD  ftt  BenBham.  It  appears  to  have  been  in  Newcastle  in 
the  begioDing  of  October  this  year. — SurtteB.    Brand. 

It  ia  said  whea  the  plague  was  at  Newcastle,  the  iahabitants 
aent  for  the  Lee-penny,  and  gave  a  bond  for  a  large  sum  in  trust 
for  the  loan;  and  they  thought  it  did  so  much  good  that  they 
oflbred  to  pay  the  money,  and  keep  the  Lee-penny ;  but  the  pro* 
prietor  would  not  part  with  it.  A  copy  of  this  bond  is  very 
well  attested  to  have  been  among  the  papers  of  the  family  of  Lee. 
This  curious  piece  of  antiquity,  called  the  Lee-pennj,  is  a  stone  of 
a  dark  red  oolour  and  triangular  shape,  and  its  size  about  half  an 
inch  each  side.  It  is  set  in  a  piece  of  silver  coin,  which,  though 
much  defaced,  by  some  letters  still  remainiDg,  is  supposed  to  be  a 
■hilling  of  Edward  I.,  the  crow  being  very  plain  as  it  is  on  his  shil- 
lings. It  has  been,  by  tradition,  in  the  Lee  family  since  about  the 
yeai  1320 ;  that  ia  a  little  after  the  death  of  king  Robert  Bruce. 
This  stone  is  said  to  have  many  virtues ;  that  it  cures  all  diseases 
in  men  and  cattle,  and  the  bite  of  a  mad  dt^  both  in  man  and 
beast.  It  is  used  by  dipping  the  stone  in  water,  which  is  given  to 
the  diseased  cattle  to  drink  and  the  person  who  has  been  bit,  and 
the  wound  or  part  affected  are  washed  with  the  water.  Many 
cures  are  said  to  have  been  performed  by  it ;  and  the  people  cams 
from  all  parts  of  Scotland,  and  even  as  far  up  in  England  aa 
Yorkshire,  to  get  the  water  in  which  the  stone  had  been  dipped. — 
Gmtt.  Mag, 

Richard,  son  of  Richard  Bewick,  "  was  drowned  in  the  bnaeh  at 
Newgat^"  this  year,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Andrew's,  Newcastle. — 
Chr<m.  Mir. 


Chlrch  of  St.  Andkhw,  nbvcastle. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


N  the  ISth  of  May,  the  unfortunate  king  Charlea 
I.,  having  fled  from  Oxford,  which  was  then 
besieged  by  the  parliament  forces,  threw  him- 
self into  the  protection  of  the  Scottish  army,  at 
Newark-upon-Trent.    They  conducted  the  royal 
fugitive  from  thence  to  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
into  which  town  he  made  a  public  entry  on  the 
above  day.     A  lane  of  muBkets  and  pikes  being 
by  order  of  sir  James  LumsdaJe,  governor  of  Newcastle,  made  ^m 
Gateshead,  ail  along  the  streets  to  the  general's  quarters,  where  his  ma- 
jesty took  up  his  lodging.     Upon  his  majesty's  entry  into  Newcastle, 
he  WB«  saluted  with  bonfires  and  ringing  of  bells,  drums  and  trumpets, 
and  peals  of  ordnance,  but  guarded  by  three-hundred  of  the  Scot- 
tish horsemen,  those  nearest  to  him  bareheaded.      The  king  was  no 
where  treated  with  more  honour  than  at  Newcastle,  as  himself  oon- 
fesBod,  both  he  and  his  train  having  liberty  to  go  abroad  and  [Jay  at 
^o^in  the  Shield  Field,  without  the  vralls.      His  majesty  is  said  to 
have  lodged  at  the  house,  late  the  property  and  residence  of  Major 
George  Anderson,  a  room  in  which  long  retained  the  name  of  the 
king's   bed    chamber.      In    this   stood  a  bed  of   a  vety   antique 
fashion,  said  to  have  been  the  identical  one  upon  which  the  anfor. 
tunate  monarch  had  passed  several  anxious  nights ;  this  was  pr^ 
served,  mitil  an  incurious  domestic  removed  and  sold  it  as  lumber, 
irixilst  its  proprietor,   who   was   passionately  fond  of  the  antique, 
was  abroad  on  his  travels.      Every   exertion    was  used  to  recover 
this   ancient   and  stately   bed,    but   without   effect.        While   the 
king   was   here,   his   coachman    died,    as  appears  by  the  following 
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entry  in  St.  Andrews's  register: — "December  6,  1646. — ^Hugh 
Brown,  buried  the  6  day,  in  the  church,  the  king^s  kouchman.^ 
There  is  a  popular  tradition  that  the  king  attempted  his  escape 
from  this  house  by  the  passage  of  LoH  Bum,  which  runs  through 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  that  he  had  got  down  as  far  as  the 
middle  of  the  Side,  where  he  was  caught  in  his  attempt  to  force 
the  iron  grate  at  its  outlet.  A  ship  wa^  said  to  have  been  in 
readiness  to  receive  his  majesty.  In  consequence  of  the  above 
attempt  at  escape,  a  guard  of  soldiers  was  placed  at  the  door  of  his 
majesty'^s  chambers,  both  within  and  without,  that  deprived  him 
not  only  of  his  former  liberty,  but  destroyed  also  his  future  quiet 
and  repose.  That  the  king  meditated  an  escape,  receives  confir- 
mation from  the  following,  quoted  by  Chambers,  in  his  History  of 
the  Rebellions  in  Scotland,  from  a. memoir  of  the  Sutherland  family. 
"  About  the  middle  of  December,  Bobert  Lesley,  brother  to  lieu- 
tenant-general Lesley,  came  from  the  king  out  of  Newcastle,  with 
letters  and  a  private  commission  to  the  marquis  of  Huntley,  shew- 
ing that  his  majestic  had  a  mind  to  free  himself  from  the  Scota 
armie  at  Newcastle;  and  if  he  might  escape,  he  would  come  to 
him  in  some  part  of  the  north  of  Scotland ;  and,  therefore,  desired 
him  to  have  in  readiness  what  forces  he  could  make.'*^  In  1647,  an 
agreement  having  been  made  between  the  parliament  of  England 
and  the  Scottish  army,  that  the  former  should  have  possession  of 
the  king^s  person,  and  that  the  latter,  on  the  receipt  of  <£^200,000. 
should  quit  the  kingdom  of  England;  commissioners  were  deputed 
from  London  to  receive  the  king,  and  convey  him  from  Newcastle. 
On  the  28th  of  January  the  Scottish  army  having  received  the 
price  of  the  king  in  six  and  thirty  covered  waggons,  delivered  his 
person  to  the  English  commissioners,  and  immediately  returned  to 
their  own  country,  where  they  were  disbanded.  The  commissioners 
with  his  majesty  set  out  from  Newcastle  on  the  3rd  of  February. 
A  little  after  the  king^s  coming  to  Newcastle,  a  Scots  minister 
preached  boldly  before  him ;  and,  after  reproving  him  to  his  face  ♦ 
with  his  misgovemment,  called  for  the  52nd  Psalm,  which  begins, 

"  Why  dost  thou,  tyrant,  boast  thyself, 
Thy  wicked  works  to  praise." 

*  There  caii  be  no  doubt  that  the  hatred  to  the  English  liturgy  was  very  strong  in  the 
minds  of  the  Scots,  in  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the  king  to  impose  the  book  of  1637. 
During  the  period  of  the  king's  residence  with  the  Scots  army  at  Newcastle,  Hendersoiiy 
the  ablest  divine  among  the  Presbyterian  clei^gy  of  that  day,  held  many  conversations  with 
his  majesty  on  this  and  various  other  subjects  connected  with  the  worship  and  government 
of  the  church.  The  following  story  is  told  of  the  king  and  Henderson  at  this  time. 
Henderson  was  in  the  habit  of  using  extempore  prayer  before  his  majesty.    On  one 
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WhereupoD  his  majeety  stood  up  and  called  for  the  56tli  Paatin, 
which  b^;iti8, 

"  Have  mere/.  Lord,  on  me  I  pray. 

For  men  would  me  devoar." 

The  good  natured  audience,  in  pity  to  fallen  majesty,  shewed  greater 

deference  to  the  king  than  to  the  minister,  and  sung  the  psalm  which 

the  latter  had  called  for. — Brand. 

1646  (Oct.  9), — An  ordinance  for  the  total  abolition  of  episcopacy 
passed  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  was  followed,  on  the  1 6th  of 
November,  by  an  order  for  the  sale  of  bishops'  lands.  The  total 
amount  of  lands,  belongmg  to  the  see  of  Durham,  sold  by  virtue  of 
this  ordinance  was  ^68,121.  16s.  9d.— iS«rt«». 


Caitle  or  NEwrASTLi. 

An  infonnation  occurs,  Nov.  17th,  1646,  concerning  the  moat  of 
the  castle  at  Newcastle,  and  the  wall  thereof,  which  appears  to  have 
ffjlen  and  destroyed  many  houses. — Commons'  Journals. 

1647  (April). — Berwick  was  surprised  by  sir  Marmaduke  Langdale, 

■km  the  king  ordered  tome  one  to  write  down  the  prayer  which  had  been  offered  np  in 
hit  prcMDce.  It  ia  uid  that  bis  mijeaty  told  Hendemon  tbit  be  had  written  a  pnyet 
which  be  would  requett  him  to  read,  and  then  to  iitate  hii  opinion  of  it  Henderaon  reati 
(be  pnjer,  and  pronounced  il  ridinJini*,  imptrtiiieml,  a%d  aen  blatpitmo¥M.  Hia  m^catj 
then  prored  to  bim  Ibat  ibe  pnjet  wil  hii  own. — Fraitr'j  MagatBU. 


278  LOCAL   HlfTORTAN^i  [a.  D.  1647. 

sir  Charles  Lucas,  and  otker  English,  with  a  party  of  120  horse, 
who  pretended  a  commission  from  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  that  pur- 
pose. The  mayor  endeavoured  to  raise  some  force  to  oppose  them, 
but  his  efforts  were  unavailing:  he  was  forcibly  driven  to  his  own 
house ;  and  from  thence  they  went  to  the  Committee,  and  possessed 
themselves  of  the  whole  town.  Numbers  of  foot  having  come  in 
from  Scotland,  they  fortified  the  town  and  broke  down  the  bridge, 
so  that  none  could  cross  over  to  England,  except  by  boats. — 
Bushworih, 

1647  (July  26). — An  agreement  occurs  between  the  corporation 
of  Newcastle  and  Mr.  William  Grey,  concerning  the  water  to  be 
conveyed  from  his  conduit  in  Pandon  Bank,  to  Sandgate.  This  Mr. 
William  Grey,  is  supposed  to  be  the  author  of  the  ^^  Chorographia,^ 
which  was  printed  at  Newcastle  by  S(tephen)  B(ulkeley)  in  1549, 
and  is  the  earliest  printed  account  of  that  most  ancient  town. 
It  was  reprinted  at  Newcastle  in  1813,  and  1818,  the  original  copies 
having  become  extremely  rare. — Brand.    Local  Bee, 

August. — About  the  middle  of  the  month,  the  Scots  army 
having  been  reported  to  be  near  the  border,  on  their  march  south- 
ward, orders  were  given  for  some  regiments  to  march  into  North- 
umberland, and  one,  conmianded  by  colonel  Thornton,  then  at 
Durham,  to  enter  Newcastle.  Meanwhile  it  was  ascertained  to 
have  been  a  false  alarm,  and  the  troops  were  therefore  ordered  to 
retire  into  Yorkshire. — Bttshtcorth. 

The  county  of  Northumberland,^  impoverished  by  the  recent 
invasions  by  the  Scots,  was  still  annoyed  by  the  robberies  of 
the  Moss-troopers,  whose  ranks  were  continually  filled  with  des- 
perate men.  They  had  of  late  been  better  equipped  than  formerly, 
both  in  horses  and  arms,  and  about  the  middle  of  this  year,  made 
a  descent  upon  the  lands  of  the  high-sheriff,  whilst  he  was  engaged 
at  the  assizes,  attending  the  judge,  and  carried  off  numbers  of  his 
cattle.  The  major-general,  with  the  consent  of  the  county,  sent 
220  horse,  who  were  to  be  quartered  so  as  to  preserve  the  country, 
and  fall  upon  those  ^^  Night  Workers.*"  Among  the  orders  issued 
to  other  troops  stationed  shortly  after  ^^They  have  power,  in 
cases  of  opposition  to  fight  with,  take  prisoners,  and  by  all  ways 
and  means  to  suppress  the  said  Moss-men.'" — liid. 

The  parish  register  of  Whickham,  contains  frequently  recurring 
traces  of  the  plague  having  visited  that  place  between  the  years 
1610  and  1647.  During  these  visitations,  the  people  lived  in 
lodges  or  huts  upon  Whickham  fell.  Cromwell's  army,  or  some 
eonfflderable  part  of  it,  lay  at  Whickham,  on  their  march  towards 
Scotland,  in  1648. 
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—The  ordinaiy  of  the  company  of  rope-makers  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  dated  April  Htii,  this  year,  citing  a 
more  ancient  one,  made  them  a  fellowship,  with 
perpetual  succession,  to  meet  on  the  6th  of  June 
every  year  and  choose  two  wardens,  &c. ;  order- 
ed that  they  should  not  be  molested  by  the  com- 
pany of  ooopers,   puUey-makers,    and  turners ; 
I  that  they  should  take  apprentices  only  once  in 
I  four  years,  but  put  their  own  children  to  the 
I  business,  at  their  pleasure,  and  further  enjoined 
y  that  they  should  not  impose  upon  the  public  by 
excessive  prices.     The  armorial  bearinj;^  of  the 
oompany  are  given  in  the  mai^n. — Arms  o/lTtcorp.  Comp. 

April  25. — There  was  an  order  of  the  commons  for  the  sum  of 
£o,WO.  to  be  forthwith  rused  and  advanced,  to  be  employed  in 
repairing  and  fortifying  the  town  of  Newcastle  and  Tynemouth 
oastle,  t^e  former  having  suffered  so  much  during  the  uege  by  the 
Soots. — Brand. 

May  15. — The  common  council  of  Newcastle,  made  an  order  to 
put  the  town  into  a  posture  of  defence;  they  had  before  under- 
taken the  worii  of  Shield  Field  fort,  an  outwork,  as  a  testimony 
of  their  love  and  due  respect  to  the  parliament. — Ihid. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  burial  register  of  St.  Nicholas* 
church,  in  Newcastle: — "16+8,  July  30. — George  Bruwell,  asoul- 
der,  executed  for  flying  from  his  colors  to  the  einime.  Buried  the 
thirty  of  this  instant." 

August  1. — By  an  extraordinary  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  two  of 
the  best  coUiOTies  on  the  river  Wear  were  drowned. — Local  Sac. 

HB  West-gate  at  Newcastle  was  at   this 
time  used  for  a  prison,  as  appears  by  the 
following  extract : — "  On  monday  night 
last,  in  the  time  of  the  storm,  all  that 
were  in  West-gate,  in  the  town  of  New- 
castle, to  the  number  of  seventeen  of  the 
prisoners,   lately  taken  in  Northumber- 
land, escaped  away.     Having  had  friends 
oome  to  visit  them  several  times,  divers 
ropes  were  brought  in  to  them,  whioh  was 
Bot  known  till  they  were  gone.     In  the  dark  of  the  night,  when  the 
storm  was  violent,  blew  hard,  and  much  nun,  by  the  ropes  let  them- 
selves down  by  a  privy."      This  happened  about  the  begmniog  of 
August,  1648.^      It  appears  that  six  of  the  chief  of  the  prisoners, 
that  were  in  Tynemouth  cofitlc,  escaped  at  the  same  time,  letting 
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themselves  down  through  a  privy,  built  on  the  north  side  of  the 
castle,  with  sheets  sewed  together.  Sir  Arthur  Hajederigg,  was 
governor  of  Tynemouth  castle.  He  was  at  the  same  time  governor 
of  Newcastle.  Colonel  Lilbum,  his  deputy,  in  the  government  <rf 
Tynemouth  castle,  having  revolted  and  declared  for  the  king,  he 
stormed  the  said  castle  and  put  all  that  were  therein  to  the  sword. 
Lilburn'^s  head  was  cut  off  on  this  occasion  and  set  upon  a  pole. 
This  event  of  regaining  Tynemouth  castle  by  the  parliament  hap- 
pened August  11,  1648. — Brand. 

1648. — Baby  castle  was  besieged  by  the  royalists,  as  appears 
by  the  following  entry  in  Staindrop  parish  register.  "  August  27, 
1648. — William  Joplin,  a  souldier,  slaine  at  the  seidge  of  Raby 
castle,  was  buried  in  the  church.  Memorandum — Many  souldiers 
slaine  before  Raby  castle,  which  ttrere  buried  in  the  Parke  and  not 
registered."" — Chron.  Mir. 

About  the  beginning  of  September,  lieutenant-general  Cromwell 
passed  through  Newcastle,  in  pursuit  of  the  royalists. — Brand. 

October  2. — A  violent  affray  happened  at  Newcastle,  at  the 
annual  election  of  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  as  appears  from 
the  following : — "  Whereas  on  the  2nd  of  October  last,  Thomas 
Bonner,  esq.  mayor  elected,  coming  from  the  Spittle  to  go  to  his 
dwelling  house  upon  the  Sandhill,  the  sergeants  carrying  torches 
lighted  in  their  hands,  one  Edmund  Marshall  threw  a  long  stick  at 
the  said  torches,  and  struck  divers  of  them  out ;  and  it  being  dark, 
stones,  &c.  were  flung,'**  &c.  &c. — Ibid, 

October  19. — About  the  middle  of  this  month,  Cromwell  and  the 
army  under  him  returned  to  Newcastle,  after  the  taking  of  Berwick ; 
they  stayed  three  days  at  the  town,  partly  to  give  the  army 
a  little  rest,  and  also  to  give  time  for  the  train  to  get  up  to  them. 
They  are  said  to  "have  been  received  there  with  very  great 
acknowledgements  of  love.''  On  the  above  day,  they  were  sump- 
tuously feasted  by  the  new  mayor  (Thomas  Bonner,  esq.),  and  the 
next  day  they  reached  Durham.  October  24,  Oliver  Cromwell 
came  to  Bamardcastle.  There  went  out  to  meet  him  several 
gentlemen,  who  conducted  him  to  his  lodgings,  and  presented  him 
with  burnt  wine  and  short  cake. — Ibid. 

November  24. — There  was  presented  to  his  excellency  lord 
Fairfax,  lord  general,  at  Windsor,  a  most  remarkable  petition,  and 
representation  of  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  garrison  of  New- 
castle and  Hartlepool,  Holy  Island,  and  of  several  officers  of  Ber- 
wick, wherein  they  charged  the  king  with  being  "the  occasion  of 
a  seven  years'  unnatural  and  bloody  war  by  deserting  his  pariia- 
ment,  and  the  principal  author,  contriver,  abettor,  and  manager,  of 
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all  the  bloodshed,  massacres,  devastations,  and  whatever  ruins  have 
befallen,  not  only  this  kingdom,  but  also  that  of  Ireland,^**  declaring 
"that  all  other  endeavours  are  to  little  purpose  while  the  grand 
delinquent  is  untouched,  as  being  not  an  acceptable  sacrifice  to  the 
justice  of  God,  to  oflTer  him  ought  else,  while  the  Agag is  spared'** ! — 
Brand. 

1648. — Berwick  church  was  conmienced  building  this  year. 
It  wajs  finished  in  1652,  under  the  direction  of  colonel  Gteorge  Fen- 
wicke,  of  Brenkbume,  during  the  time  of  the  long  parliament. 
This  building  cost  cf  1,400. ;  the  want  of  a  spire  gives  it  rather  a  sin- 
gular appearance  when  viewed  from  without.  The  cemetery  of  this 
church  is  literally  crowded   with  tombstones. — Fuller's  Berwick. 

This  year,  a  set  of  march  or  bounder  stones  were  placed  round 
Newcastle. — Brand, 

1649  (February  1). — Pirates  lay  lurking  up  and  down  in  those 
seas,  and  did  great  mischief.  One  of  them  went  into  the  river 
Tees  and  took  out  of  a  vessel,  as  she  lay  aground,  200  firkins  of 
butter,  and  went  on  shore,  and  took  divers  gentlemen ;  but  being 
pursued  by  a  party  of  foot  from  Hartlepool,  they  left  the  gentlemen 
behind  and  got  to  their  ships. — S/tarp*8  Hartlepool. 

March  26. — Mention  occurs  of  a  petition  in  the  common  council 
books*  of  Newcastle,   of  this  date,  and  signed,  no    doubt,  by  the 
inhabitants,  concerning  witches,  the  purport  of  which  appears,  from 
what  followed,  to  have  been  to  cause  all  such  persons  as  were  suspect- 
ed of  that  crime  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  trial.     In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  magistrates  sent  two  of  their  sergeants,  viz. — 
Thomas  Shevill  and  Cuthbert  Nicholson,  into  Scotland,  to  agree  with 
a  Scotchman,  who  pretended  knowledge  to  find  out  witches,  by  prick- 
ing them  with  pins,  to  come  to  Newcastle,  where  he  should  try  such 
who  should  be  brought  to  him,  and  to  have  twenty  shillings  a  piece, 
for  all  he  should  condemn  as  witches,  and  free  passage  thither  and 
hack  again.     When  the  sergeants  had  brought  the  said  witch-finder 
on  horseback  to  town,  the  magistrates  sent  their  bell-man  through  the 
town,  ringing  his  bell  and  crying,  all  people  that  would  bring  in  any 
#omplaint  against  any  woman  for  a  witch,  they  should  be  sent  for, 
and  tried  by  the  person  appointed.     Thirty  women  were  brought  into 
the  town-hall,  and  stripped,  and  then  openly  had  pins  thrust  into  their 
bodies,  and  most  of  them  were  found  guilty.     The  said  reputed  witch- 
finder  acquainted  lieutenant-colonel  Paul  Hobson,  deputy  governor  of 
Newcastle,  that  he  knew  women  whether  they  were  witches  or  no  by 

•  "March  2(5, 1649. — Witches. — The  petition  concerning  witches  was  rend  and  order* 
ed  that  thanks  he  returned  to  the  petitioners,  and  the  common-council  will  contribute 
their  beft  assistance  therein." 

2o 
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their  looks  ;  and  when  the  said  person  was  searching  of  a  personable 
and  good-like  woman,  the  said  colonel  replied,  and  said,  surely  this 
woman  is  none,  and  need  not  be  tried,  but  the  Scotchman  said  she 
was,  and,  therefore,  he  would  try  her ;  and  presently,  in  the  sight  of 
all  the  people,  laid  her  body  naked  to  the  waist,  with  her  doathes 
over  her  head,  by  which  fright  and  shame  all  her  blood  contracted 
into  one  part  of  her  body,  and  then  he  ran  a  pin  into  her  thigh,  and 
then  suddenly  let  her  doathes  fall,  and  then  demanded  whether  she 
had  nothing  of  his  in  her  body,  but  did  not  bleed!  but  she  being 
amazed,  replied  little ;    then  he  put  his  hands  up  her  doathes  and 
pulled  out  the  pin,  and  set  her  aside  as  a  guilty  person,  and  child  of 
the  devil>  and  fell  to  try  others,  whom  he  made  guilty.     Lieutenant- 
colonel  Hobson,  perceiving  the  alteration  of  the  aforesaid  woman,  by 
her    blood   settling   in   her   right   parts,    caused  that   woman   to 
be  brought  again,  and  her  doathes  pulled  up  to  her  thigh,  and  requir- 
ed the  Scot  to  run  the  pin  into  the  same  place,  and  then  it  gushed 
out  of  blood,  and  the  said  Scot  cleared  her,  and  said  she  was  not  a 
child  of  the  devil.     The  witch-finder  set  aside  twenty -seven  out  of  the 
thirty  suspected  persons,  and  in  consequence  fourteen  witches  and 
one  wizard  belonging  to  Newcastle  were  executed  on  the  town  moor,* 
The  following  entry  occurs  in  the  register  of  the  parochial  chapelry 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  Newcastle: — "1650,  21st  August. — Thes partes 
her   under  named,    wer  executed  in  the  town  mor  for  wiches. — 
Isab'  Brown,  Margrit  Maddeson,  Ann  Watson,  EUenor  Henderson, 
EUenor  Rogers,  Elisabeth  Dobson,   Mathew  Bonner,   Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Anderson,  Jane  Hunter,  Jane  Koupling,  Margrit  Brown,  Margrit 
Moffit,  EUenor  Robson  for  stellin  of  silver  spownes,  Kattren  Wellsh 
for  a   wich,    Aylles    Hume,    Marie    Pootes.**'       Then    follow   the 
names    of  the   persons  executed  for  stealing,    who    were   a   gang 
of   moss-troopers,    at   the    close  of   which  occurs,  "Jane  Martin, 
the  millar's  wif  of  Chattin,  for  a  wich.'' 

So  soon  as  the  witch-finder  had  done  in  Newcastle  and  received 
his  wages,  he  went  into  Northumberland,  to  try  women  there, 
where  he  got  of  some  three  pounds  a  piece ;  but  Henry  Ogle, 
esq.  laid  hold  on  him  and  required  bond  of  him,  to  answer  the 
sessions,  but  he  got  away  for  Scotland,  where  he  was  apprehended 
and  cast  into  prison,indicted,  arraigned,  and  condenmed,  for  such 
like  villany  exercised  in  Scotland,  and  upon  the  gallows  he 
confessred  he  had  been  the  death  of  above  220  women  in  England 

♦  Gardiner's  England*^  Grievance  Discovered,  in  which  see  a  representation  of 
this  horrid  execution.  Gardiner  wrote  this  severe  stricture  on  the  Goal  Tnide  fit  the 
village  of  Ghirton,  near  North  Shields.  It  was  printed  in  London  in  1655,  and,  having 
become  extremely  scarce,  was  reprinted  at  Newcastle  in  1790,  by  Messrs  Akenhead. 
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and  SooUand,  for  the  gain   of  twenty  shillings  a  piece. — Brand. 

164i9. — The  following  entry   occurs  in  Gateshead   parish   books : 

"Paid  at  M"^  Watw>n''s,   when  the  justices  sate  to  examine,  the 

witches  3».  4rf. ;  for  a  grave  for  a  witoh  6d. ;  for  trying  the  witchea 

May  2. — Durham  castle  was  sold  to  Thomas  Andrews,  lord 
mayor  of  London,  for  J"  1 267.  Os.  lOd.,  who  so  miserably  defaced  a 
great  part  of  it,  that  it  was  some  time  bcforo  it  could  be  made 
habitable  for  bishop  Cosin,  who  almost  renovated  it  by  making 
considerable  alterations  and  additions. — Surteet. 

July  30. — At  a  private  guild  holden  at  Berwick,  before  the  ri^t 
worshipful,  Andrew  Griepe,  esq.  mayor,  Mr.  Stephen  Jackson,  alder- 
man, and  the  rest  of  guild  brethren,  it  was  "  ordered  according  to  the 
guild's  desire,  that  the  man  which  tryeth  the  witches  in  Scotland  shall 
be  sent  for,  and  satisfaction  to  be  given  him  by  the  towne  in  defraying 
his  charges,  and  in  coming  hither,  and  that  the  towne  shall  engage 
that  no  violence  be  oflered  him  by  any  persons  within  the  towne.** 
—FtUler't  Berwick. 

Aug.  3. — Twonty-one  prisoners  were  executed  at  Newcastle,  and 
buried  at  St.  Nicholas*  church. — C&ron.  Mir. 

September  14, — Sir  Arthur  Haslerigg,  governor  of  the  garrison  of 
Newcastle,  was  admitted  and  sworn  a  free-burgess  of  that  corporation. 
— Brand. 

Two  ancient  punishments  of  Newcastle,  inflicted  on  disturbers  of 
the  peace,  appear  as  being  practised  about  this  time.  A  common 
drunkard  was  led  through  the  streets  as  a  spectacle  of  contempt, 
covered  with  a  large  barrel,  colled  a  "Newcastle  Cloak,'"  one  end 
b^ng  out  and  the  other  having  a  hole  made  through  it,  sufficient 
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for  the  offender  to  pass  his  head  through,  by  which  means  the  vessel 
rested  on  his  shoulders.  The  scold  wore  an  iron  engine  called  "  tJis 
hranks^''^  in  the  form  of  a  crown,  it  covered  the  head,  but  left  the 
face  exposed;  and  having  a  tongue  of  iron  which  went  into  the 
mouth,  constrained  silence  from  the  most  violent  brawler.  It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  there  is  no  longer  any  occasion  for  the  latter,  but 
why  has  the  former  been  laid  aside !  The  foregoing  is  a  representa- 
tion of  Robert  Sharp,  an  officer  of  the  corporation,  leading  Ann 
Bidlestone,  through  the  town  with  the  brwnh  on  her  head,  and  the 
other  a  drunkard  with  the  Newcastle  cloaks  on  his  shoulders.  The 
branks  are  still  preserved  in  the  Police  office. — Gardiner. 

1649. — Old  Tyne  bridge  is  thus  described  in  Grey's  Chorography 
of  Newcastle  : — "  The  bridge  of  this  town  over  the  river  Tyne  con- 
sisteth  of  arches  high  and  broad,  having  many  houses  and  shops  upon 
the  bridge,  and  three  towers  upon  it ;  the  first  on  the  south  side,  the 
second  in  the  middle,  and  the  third  on  the  Newcastle  side,  lately 
built  upon  an  arch  in  the  bridge,  used  for  a  magazine  for  the  town ; 
and  an  old  chappell.  There  is  a  blew  stone  about  the  middle  of  the 
bridge,  which  is  the  bounds  of  Newcastle  southwards,  from  Guteshead 
in  the  county  Palatine  of  Durham.'*' 

1650. — An  Irish  frigate  boarded  a  Newcastle  ship  near  Hartle- 
pool, which  the  governor  seeing,  caused  some  of  his  guns  to  be  so 
planted,  that  they  shot  the  Irish  frigate  through  and  through,  and 
caused  her  to  hasten  away,  and  leave  her  prize  behind,  which  came 
in  safe  to  Hartlepool. — WhithcJcs  Memariab. 

July  14. — Oliver  Cromwell,  general  of  the  parliament  army, 
arrived  at  Durham,  where  he  was  met  by  sir  Arthur  Haslerigg, 
governor  of  Newcastle,  with  colonel  Pride  and  other  officers,  who 
attended  him  to  that  town  on  the  day  following.  He  was  sumptu- 
ously entertained  in  that  place  by  the  governor;  and,  during  his 
stay  there  was  a  fast  kept,  to  implore  God'^s  blessing  upon  the  army's 
undertaking,  and  a  declaration  was  agreed  upon  to  be  dispersed  in 
their  march.  Five  companies,  as  a  reinforcement,  were  drawn  out 
of  the  garrison  of  that  town  on  this  occasion.  July  25. — The  militia 
of  Northumberland  and  Durham  were  assembled  by  sir  Arthur  Hasle- 
rigg,  and  great  quantities  of  bread  and  other  stores  were  sent  from 
Newcastle  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  at  Berwick.  September  2,  which  was 
the  day  preceding  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  Cromwell  wrote  a  remarkable 
letter,  all  with  his  own  hand,  and  sent  it  from  Scotland,  to  sir  Arthur 
Haslerigg,  at  Newcastle.  After  the  fight  at  Dimbar,  General  Crom- 
well sent  a  great  number  of  the  prisoners  taken  on  that  occasion  to 
Newcastle,  recommending  them  to  be  treated  with  humanity.  The 
following  passages  occur  concerning  these  prisoners,  in  a  letter  from 
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sir  Arthur  Haslerigg,  to  the  council  of  state,  dated  at  Newcastle, 
October  31,  1650. — "  When  they  came  to  Morpeth,  the  prisoners 
being  put  into  a  large  walled  garden,  they  eat  up  raw  cabbages,  leaves 
and  roots,  so  many,  as  the  very  seed  and  labour  at  4d.  a  day,  was 
valued  at  £9.  which  cabbc^e  (they  having  fasted,  as  they  themselves 
said,  near  eight  days)  poisoned  their  bodies ;  for,  as  they  were  coming 
from  thence  to  Newcastle,  some  died  by  the  way-side.  When  they 
came  to  Newcajstle,  I  put  them  into  the  greatest  church  in  the  town  ; 
and  the  next  morning,  when  I  sent  them  to  Durham,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  were  sick,  and  not  able  to  march.  Three  died  that 
night,  and  some  fell  down  on  their  march  from  Newcastle  to  Durham, 
and  died.  On  being  told  into  the  great  cathedral  church,  they  were 
counted  to  be  no  more  than  three  thousand,  although  colonel  Fen- 
wick,  wrote  me  that  there  were  three  thousand,  five  hundred."" 
While  lodged  in  the  cathedral  the  Scotch  prisoners  sadly  mutilated 
the  Neville  and  other  monuments ;  and  are  said  to  have  warmed 
themselves  at  a  huge  fire  made  of  the  wooden  stall  work  of  the  choir. 
It  is  further  said  that  '*  most  of  them  perished  and  dyed  there  in  a 
veiy  short  space,  and  were  thrown  into  holes  by  great  numbers  toge- 
ther in  a  most  lamentable  manner.'*^ — Brand,    Baine. 

1651. — In  the  summer  of  this  year,  Oliver  Cromwell  and  his  army 
of  nine  regiments  of  foot,  his  horse  guard,  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
and  their  baggage  and  train,  visited  Witton  castle  in  Northumber- 
land. Tradition  has  made  this  the  hiding  place  of  lord  Lovat  after 
his  flight  from  the  field  of  CuUoden  till  his  capture. — Hodg$(yfC8  Northd. 

March  8. — The  ministers  of  Newcastle  write  to  Oliver  Crom- 
well,  complaining  that  captain  Robert  Everard  was  preaching 
arminian  and  socinian  doctrines  to  their  flocks  (as  well  as  to  the 
garrison),  and  was  encouraged  in  so  doing  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Mason  (who  commanded  the  garrison  in  colonel  Fairfax's  absence) 
and  by  captain  Pimme.  After  proceeding  in  a  very  bitter  strain, 
they  say,  "  the  townes  people  are  induced,  and  the  soldiers  warned 
by  beat  of  drum,  frequently  to  attend  his  delusions."'  This  curious 
epistle  is  signed  by  "Robert  Jennison,  Dr.  of  D. ;  Tho.  Wolfull, 
Rich.  Prideaux,  Wm.  Durant,  Thomas  Weld,  Samuel  Hammond, 
and  Guth.  Sydenham.'' — Local  Bee, 

April  18. — The  corporation  purchased  the  borough  of  Durham  and 
FramweU-gate,  of  the  parliamentary  commissioners  for  <£200. — 
Suriees, 

1651. — Captain  Bluett,  an  officer  of  the  garrison  of  Newcastle, 
going  to  purchase  sheep  at  Durham  fair,  a  dispute  arose  betwixt 
him  and  a  countryman,  sixty  years  old,  who  with  his  bat  or  staff 
struck  the  ofiicer  a  mortal  blow. — Hid. 
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1652  (January). — Francis  Adamaon,  and Powle,  wereexecu- 

tod  in  the  city  of  Durham,  for  witchcraft. — Surtees. 

July  5. — The  county  of  Durham,  which  in  consequence  of  its  palati- 
nate privileges,  had  hitherto  never  sent  knights  or  burgesses  to  par- 
liament, found  representatives  in  GromwelTs  three  parliaments,  viz.  at 
the  above  period,  Henry  Davison  for  the  county.  In  1654,  Septem- 
ber 3,  Robert  Lilbume,  of  Thickley,  esq.,  and  Greorge  Lilburne,  of 
Sunderland,  esq.  In  1656,  September  17,  Thomas  Lilbume,  of 
Offerton,  esq.,  and  James  Clavering,  of  Axwell,  esq.,  Anthony  Smith, 
alderman,  represented  the  city  of  Durham  in  both  of  the  latter  par- 
liaments.— Ibid. 

October. — "  Bobard  Fenwick,  a  child,  bur*  the  24  day,  which  was 
drowned  in  the  Bares  Myldam,*  wher  he  went  to  Swim  on  the  Saboth 
day — ^bur.Oct.  1652,'"  at  St.  Andrew^s  church,  Newcastle. — Chron.Mir, 

This  year,  Newcastle  was  first  visited  by  George  Fox,  the  well 
known  founder  of  the  religious  sect  called  quakers. — Fox's  Journals, 

1653  (April  28). — The  county  of  Durham,  or  a  committee  so 
calling  themselves,  presented  an  address  to  the  lord  general  Crom- 
well, and  his  council  of  officers,  expressing  their  adherence  to  his 
person  and  government;  and  the  petition  is  signed  by  only  one 
man  of  considerable  family  or  connections  in  the  whole  county. — 
Surtees. 

1654  (Jan.  11). — The  baptized  churches  of  Northumberland, 
Yorkshire,  and  Derbyshire,  address  the  lord-protector. — Local  Sec, 

August  25. — At  this  time  there  was  a  mutiny  among  the  keel- 
men  at  Newcastle,  for  the  increase  of  wages. —  Wkitlock. 

1655  (February  4). — The  following  occurs  in  the  common  council 
books,  of  Newcastle,  and  is  a  curious  mark  of  the  superstition  of  the 
times. — "  The  ministers  of  the  town  were  desired  to  come  before  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  and  give  their  opinion  concerning  the  legality 
of  ringing  bells  at  funerals,  as  had  hitherto  been  the  custom.**" 

July  20. — A  petition  was  ordered  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common-council  of  Newcastle,  to  be  sent  up  to  the  Lord-protec- 
tor Cromwell,   concerning  the  prohibition  of  a  market   at  North 

Shields. — Braaid. 

The  exchange  and  town  court  in  Newcastle  was  built  between  this 
year  and  1658.  Robert  Trollop,  of  York,  mason,  was  the  architect. 
He  entered  into  articles  to  build  it  for  <f  2,000.  The  articles  of 
agreement  are  in  the  archives  of  the  town.  Bourne  says,  it  cost 
upwards  of  <f  10,000.    The  original  building,  as  to  its  form  and 

*  A  large  piece  of  vrater,  formerly  occupying  the  site  of  Eldon  place,  which  .served  a 
mill,  beautifully  embosomed  among  lofty  trees,  a  few  yards  to  the  west  of  Barras  bridge. 
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model  was  of  great  beauty,  and  withal  very  sumptuous.  It  has  un- 
dergone many  external  and  internal  alterations,  especially  in  having 
its  north  front,  in  1794,  and  its  south  front  in  1809,  new  cased  with 
freestone,  and  its  roof  covered  with  blue  slate. — Brand. 

1665. — Amongst  the  companies  enumerated  in  Brand'^s  History 

of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  spurriers  appear 
to  have  been  extinct    previous    to  the  year 
1655,    when,    according  to  an  entry  in  the 
common  council    books,    on    December    7th 
William  Brown,  spurrier,  petitioned  leave  to 
set  up  a  spurrier^B  shop  in  that  town,  "  being 
there  is  noe  free  companye  of  spurryers,  or  any 
in  town  that  served  apprenticeship  to  that 
trade.'*^    The  street  formerly  called  the  Mid- 
dle-street, (the  site  of  which  is  now  occupied 
by  the    Com   Exchange)   had  anciently   the 
name  of  "  Spurrier-gate,^  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  inhabited 
by  persons  of  this  trade. — Ibid. 

1656  (Jan.  12). — The  churches  of  Newcastle  and  the  neighbour- 
hood address  the  lord-protector. — Local  Bee. 

January  18. — There  was  an  order  of  the  common  council  of  New- 
castle to  enfranchise  Colonel  Charles  Howard,  then  resident  in  that 
town.  He  was  one  of  the  members  of  Cromwell'^s  council,  and  major- 
general  of  the  four  northern  counties. — Brcmd. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  wherrymen  of  Newcastle  petitioned 

the  corporation  of  that  town  to  be  made  an  incorporated  company. 

They  renewed  their  request  in  the  years  1675  and  1698,  but  still 

without  effect. — Hid, 

July  30. — The    ordinary  of  the    company   of    colliers,    paviors, 

and  carriage-men  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
bearing  the  date  prefixed,  appears  to  have  been 
a  mutual  agreement  signed  and  sealed  by  them- 
selves, to  remain  in  force  tiU  they  should  obtain 
one  under  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  of 
that  town.  It  provides  for  the  election  of  a 
warden  yearly,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Mark,  who 
should  keep  the  books  of  the  fraternity,  and  do 
all  other  offices  belonging  to  a  steward,  as  in 
other  companies.  They  have  at  present  two 
stewards.  The  meetings  of  the  company  are 
held  in  Ever  tower,  near  St.  Andrew'*s  church.  Their  armorial  bear- 
ings are  annexed. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Companies. 

August  1.  —  Died  at  Durham,  John  Hall,  of  Gray^s  Inn,  esq., 
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eldest  son  of  Michael  Hall,  of  Gonsett,  esq.  and  of  Elizabeth  Gyll. 
He  was  born  (says  Anthony  a  Wood)  in  the  city  of  Durham  "  of 
gentile  parents,  in  August  1627,  and  being  fitted  for  the  university 
was  hindered  from  going  to  it  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war. 
Whereupon  giving  himself  solely  up  to  studies  at  home,  especially  in 
the  Library  at  Durham,  he  improved  himself  to  a  miracle,^^  after 
Oxford  was  reduced  by  the  parliament  forces  in  1646,  he  was 
sent  to  St.  John's  College  Cambridge,  and  in  the  same  year  pub- 
lished "Horse  Vacivae  or  Essayes,  with  some  occasional  considerations^ 
with  his  picture  before  them  aged  nineteen ;  "  the  sudden  breaking 
forth  of  which  amazed  not  only  the  university,  but  the  more  serious 
part  of  men  in  the  three  nations  where  they  were  spread.""  The  same 
year  he  published  hisPoems^  London,  1646 :  and  with  them  the  Second 
Book  of  Divine  Poems.  After  remaining  a  year  at  Cambridge  he  re- 
moved to  Gray'^s  Inn  where  he  became  an  author  in  defence  of  the 
Independents,  and  received  from  that  pai*ty,  in  consideration  of  his 
services,  a  pension  of  <£^100  per  annum.  In  1650  he  was  ordered  by 
the  council  of  state  to  attend  general  Cromwell  into  Scotland  "  to 
make  such  observations  there  as  might  conduce  to  settle  the  interests 
of  the  commonwealth.*"  In  1651  he  published  various  political  works, 
for  some  of  which  he  was  well  rewarded  out  of  the  exchequer.  He 
also  translated  Longinu'^s  Height  of  Eloquence  London  1652.  octavo  ; 
and  Hierocles  on  the  golden  verses  of  Pythagoras,  published  after  his 
death  by  Davies  of  Kidwelly,  London  1657  octavo.  Wood  mentions 
also  his  Lusus  Serins  printed  1654,  under  the  name  oi  Mich.  Majerus^ 
half  of  which  was  done  in  an  afternoon,  in  a  tavern  over  a  glass  of  wine. 
Mr.  HalPs  conduct  it  is  hinted,  was  the  very  reverse  of  temperance, 
and  his  excesses  seem  to  have  hastened  his  end.  According  to  Wood 
he  retired  to  Durham  (under  the  influence  of  a  disease  which  he  never 
shook  off)  in  July  1655.  Such  was  the  premature  end  of  John  Hall, 
who  seems  to  have  had  credit  given  him  by  his  contemporaries 
not  so  much  for  what  he  had  done  as  for  what  he  was  esteemed 
capable  of  performing ;  of  whom  the  philosopher  of  Malmsbury  says 
'^  had  not  his  debauches  and  intemperance  diverted  him  from  the 
more  serious  studies,  he  had  made  an  extraordinary  person ;  for  no 
man  had  ever  done  so  great  things  at  his  age.''^ — Surtees. 

1656. — A   mad   design   was  entertained  by Clavering  and 

Adam  Shephardson,  to  contrive  a  way  from  the  cole-pitts  about  two 
miles  from  the  castle,  underground  into  the  castle  of  Tinmouth,  for 
to  relieve  the  enemy  with  provisions,  if  need  required,  and  for  that 
purpose  there  was  great  store  of  provisions  laid  in,  and  to  be  laid  in 
Hehhum  house ;  and  eighty  firelocks,  and  a  great  number  of  stilettoes 
laid  into  Fellon  house. — Ibid. 
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T)ie<l,  this  year,  Goorgo  Fonwick  of  Brinkburn,  a  gentlemen  hii^hly 
distinguished  in  tho  activo  scenes  of  this  turbulent  period.  Ho  waa 
a  colonel  in  tho  service  of  tho  Parliament,  and  of  Cromwell,  and  ono 
of  the  committee  for  tho  ejection  of  scandalous  ministers.  He  was 
appointed  governor  of  the  important  tovfn  of  Uerwick  upon  Tweed, 
which  ho  afterwards  represented  in  parliament. — Mackenzie's  Nortkd. 

1657  (May  15). — A  writ  of  privy  seal  for  founding  an  university  at 
Durham  was  signed  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  lord  protector.  Thi^  uni- 
versity, rather  intended  to  be  founded  than  actually  settled,  was  soon 
euppressed.  The  original  writ  is  preserved  in  tho  archives  of  tho 
dean  and  chapter  of  Durham ;  it  appears  to  have  been  suppressed  on 
account  of  petitions  against  it  from  the  universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  It  had  been  obtained  by  a  petition  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Durham,  county  of  Northumberland,  and  tomi  and  county 
of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  George  Fox,  tho 
founder  of  tho  Quakers,  who  visited  Newcastle  a  second  time  this 
year,  lias  assumed  to  himself  the  consequence,  and  wliat  he  thought 
the  merit  of  having  been  the  means  of  suppressing  this  laudable 
institution : — "  We  came  to  Durham,"  says  he,  "  where  was  a  man 
come  down  from  London,  to  set  up  a  college  there  to  make  ministers 
of  Christ  as  they  said.  I  went  with  some  others  to  reason  with  tho 
man,  and  to  let  him  see,  that  to  teach  men  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Latin,  and  the  seven  arts,  which  was  all  but  the  teachings  of  tho 
natural  man,  was  not  tho  way  for  to  make  them  ministers  of  Christ ; 
for  the  htngaugc^s  began  at  Babel;  and  to  the  Greeks,  tliat  spake 
2p 
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Greek  as  their  mother-tongue,  the  cross  of  Christ  was  but  foolishness ; 
and  to  the  Jews  that  spake  Hebrew  as  their  mother -tongue,  Christ 
was  a  stumbling  block,  and  as  for  the  Romans  who  had  the  Latin 
and  Italian,  they  persecuted  the  Christians ;  and  Pilate,  one  of  the 
Romans,  set  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  a-top  of  Christ  when  he 
crucified  him ;  and  John  the  Divine,  who  preached  the  word  that 
was  in  the  beginning,  said  that  the  beast  and  the  whore  had  power 
over  tongues  and  languages,  and  they  are  as  waters.  Thus  I  told  him 
he  might  see  the  whore  and  the  beast  have  power  over  the  tongues 
and  the  many  languages  which  are  in  Babylon.  Now,  said  I  to  the 
man,  dost  thou  think  to  make  ministers  of  Christ,  by  the  natural 
confused  languages  which  sprang  from  Babel,  are  admired  in  Babel, 
and  set  a-top  of  Christ  by  a  persecutor?  Oh  no  !  So  the  man  con- 
fessed to  many  of  these  things,  and  when  we  had  thus  discoursed 
with  him,  he  became  very  loving  and  tender,  and  after  he  had  con- 
sidered farther  of  it,  he  never  set  up  his  college."*  George  Fox,  in 
his  journal,  says,  ''  that  he  came  to  Newcastle  this  year,  but  meeting 
with  no  encouragement,  and  finding,"  says  he,  "  we  could  not  have  a 
publiok  meeting  among  them,  we  got  a  little  meeting  among  friends 
and  friendly  people  at  the  Gateside  (Gateshead)  ;  where  a  meeting  is 
continued  at  this  day  in  the  name  of  Jesus." 

1657  (May  29). — Richard  Brantingham  of  Seaton,  aged  106  years, 
was  buried  at  Stranton,  in  the  county  of  Durham. — Strantan  Beg. 

August  29. — Died  at  Eltham,  colonel  John  Lilbume,  and  two 
days  afterwards  his  body  was  brought  to  London,  and  buried  in  the 
Quakers'*  yard.  He  was  the  son  of  Richard  Lilbume,  and  bom  at 
East  Thickley,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  in  the  year,  1618.  Being  a 
younger  son  he  was  bred  a  clothier,  but  abandoned  his  profession  in 
1636  and  became  assistant  to  Dr.  Bastwick.  Under  his  direction  he 
went  to  Holland,  and  superintended  the  printing  of  the  Merry  Liturgy^ 
for  which  and  other  presumed  offences  he  was,  on  his  return,  pilloried, 
whipped,  fined,  an4  loaded  with  irons,  by  order  of  the  tyrannical 
court  which  assembled  in  the  star  chamber.  In  1641,  he  was  re- 
leased by  parliament,  and  became  a  distinguished  soldier,  and,  in 
1644,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  His 
undaunted  spirit  in  defence  of  liberty  occasioned  him  many  suffer- 
ings. From  the  confident  and  secret  friend  of  Cromwell,  he  became 
his  accuser  and  enemy,  when  the  former  began  to  violate  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  flown  to  arms  to  support.  Firm  and  unbending 
in  his  politics,  he  was  twice  tried  for  high  treason,  but  acquitted 
by  the  juries,  whose  authority  he  boldly  vindicated.     ''  The  jury,"  he 

♦  Brand. 
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obaerved,  ''by  law  are  ryot  only  judges  of  the  fact^  hut  of  the  law  also ; 
and  you  that  call  yourselves  yi^rf^^a  of  the  law^  are  no  more  but  Norman 
intruders ;  and,  in  truth,  if  the  jury  please,  are  no  more  but  cyphers 
to  pronounce  their  verdict ^"^  After  his  second  trial,  he  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  kingdom,  but  obtained  permission  to  remain  on  his  brother 
becoming  security  for  his  peaceable  behaviour.  Hume  represent*  him 
as  the  '^  most  turbulent,  but  most  upright  and  courageous  of  human 
kind ; '"  and  sir  Henry  Martin,  as  of  such  a  contentious  disposition, 
that  "if  there  were  none  living  but  him,  John  would  be  against 
lAIhume^  and  Lilbume  against  John.'''*  His  character  has  been 
diversely  estimated. — Hist.  ofNorthd, 

1657  (Sep.  7). — The  Hon.  sir  Thomas  Widdrington,  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons,  and  his  son  were  complimented  with  the 
franchise  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

Robert  Trollop,  the  architect  of  the  exchange  and  town  court,  was, 
Sep.  25,  1657,  presented  with  the  franchise  of  the  corporation  of 
Newcastle,  for  his  ingenuity,  skill,  and  abilities.  At  the  east  end  of 
Gateshead  church  yard,  stands  a  heavy  square  pile  the  lower  part 
brick  and  the  upper  part  stone,  sometime  ornamented  with  golden 
texts  beneath  the  cornice,  built  by  Robert  Trollop  for  the  place  of  his 
interment.*  It  is  said  there  stood  formerly  a  statue  of  the  said 
TroUop,  on  the  north  side  of  it,  pointing  to  the  town  court  of  New- 
castle, and  underneath  the  following  lines : — 

Here  lies  Robert  Trollop, 

Who  made  yon  stones  roll  up, 
**  When  death  took  his  soul  up, 
"  His  body  filled  this  hole  up.*' — Bourne. 

This  year,  a  bowling  green  was  made  in  part  of  the  Forth,  New- 
castle. A  tavern  was  also  built,  with  a  balcony  projecting  from  the 
front,  and  a  parapet  wall,  from  whence  the  spectators  could  behold 
the  bowlers.  By  an  order  of  common  council,  a  wall  was  built,  and 
lime-trees,  brought  out  of  Holland,  planted  around  it  in  1680.  It 
was  an  ancient  custom  for  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  sherilT  of  New- 
castle,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  persons,  to  proceed  every 
year,  at  the  feasts  of  Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  to  this  place,  with  the 
mace,  sword,  and  cap  of  maintenance,  carried  before  them.  The 
assembling  of  young  people  here  at  these  seasons  seems  to  be  the 
remains  of  this  ancient  and  simple  custom,  which  has  greatly 
fallen  off  within  these  few  years. — Bourne.    Brand. 

1658  (March  19). — "Thomas  Smith  and  Kattren  Lawson  asked 
three  market  dayes  in  the  Market  Place,  ackording  to  the  late  act 
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of  parliament  and  married  by  Mr.  Thompson.'" — Beg.  of  8t  Andrew's 
Newcastle. 

1658  (June  7). — Oliver  Cromwell,  incorporated  the  drapers,  tailors, 
mercers,  hardwaremen,  coopers  and  chandlers,  by  the  name  of  "  the 
wardens  and  commonalty  of  the  Town  and  Bnrrough  of  Gateshead,*' 
authorising  them  to  have  a  common  seal. — Gatesh.  Corp.  Enq. 

June  22. — In  one  of  the  vestry  books  belonging  to  Gateshead  church 
is  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  Whitehall,  as  above,  by  which  the  twenty* 
four  of  Grateshead,  because  they  were  thought  unfit  to  hold  any  public 
trust,  and  to  have  power  of  quelling  profaneness  and  other  crimes, 
was  dissolved  and  a  new  one  appointed  in  its  stead,  by  his  highness 
and  council. 

On  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  his  son,  Bichard  Cromwell,  was 
proclaimed  protector  at  Newcastle,  from  which  town  also  he  was 
complimented  on  his  accession  to  a  dignity  which  proved  of  short 
duration,  by  the  mayoi^  aldermen,  sheriff,  and  common  council. — 
Brand. 

1659  (June  11). — ^A  fire  broke  out  at  Berwick,  which  destroyed 
thirty  nine  houses,  many  of  them  containing  several  families.  It  con- 
tinued burning  from  seven  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon, 
with  the  wind  from  the  west  and  very  tempestuous,  so  that  all  were 
very  soon  destroyed. — Fuller'^s  Bencick. 

November. — General  Lambert  arrived  at  Newcastle,  with  a  force 
of  about  twelve  thousand  men,  comprehending  as  was  reported  seven 
thousand  of  the  chief  of  the  cavalry.  The  soldiers  of  the  garrison 
of  Tynemouth  castle  having  been  drawn  into  a  chapel,  there 
to  sign  an  engagement  to  stand  by  Lambert  and  his  party,  the  roof 
fell  in  and  killed  five  or  six  of  them.  There  appears  to  have  been  a 
number  of  quakers  in  Lambert'*s  army  in  Newcastle,  where  they 
bargained  for  and  sold  horses,  to  be  paid  when  such  or'  such  steeple 
house  (i.  e.  church)  was  pulled  down. — Brand. 

This  year,  the  church  at  Tynemouth  (North  Shields)  was  begun 
to  be  rebuilt.  It  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Cosin,  July  5,  1668,  by 
the  name  of  Christ  church. — Hist.  ofNorihd. 

1660  (Jan  1). — General  Monk,  with  Lord  Fairfax  and  other  En- 
glish friends  passed  the  Tweed  with  six  regiments  of  foot,  and  were 
followed  the  next  day  by  four  regiments  of  horse,  in  order  to  advance 
towards  Lambert,  who  commanded  superior  forces  in  and  about 
Newcastle,  to  oppose  him.  January  6,  Monk  arrived  at  Newcaatle^ 
on  the  road  to  which  place  he  was  met  by  great  multitudes  of  the 
conunon  people,  and  welcomed  by  loud  acclamations :  General  Lam- 
bert appears  to  have  quitted  Newcastle  about  the  time  General 
Monk  began  his  march  from  Coldstream. — Brand. 
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1660. — Soon  after  tho  meeting  of  that  parliament,  which  restored 
King  Charles  II.,  sir  Arthur  Haslerigg,  came  to  general  Monk,  and 
delivered  up  his  two  regiments,  as  also  the  governments  of  Berwick, 
Newcastle  and  Tynemouth,  which  had  been  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  late  powers,  on  condition  of  having  his  life  and  estate  preserved, 
which  were  generously  assured  to  him. — EcharJTs  Hist.  Eng. 

This  year,  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  II.  was  celebrated  at 
Durham  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy. — Surtees. 

It  is  related  that  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  an  unknown  gentleman 
came  to  reside  at  Winlaton,  near  Newcastle,  living  very  privately,  and 
daily  more  and  more  inquisitive  after  news  and  every  circumstance  of 
the  restoration.  Upon  understanding  the  passing  of  the  act  of  in« 
demnity,  together  vnth  the  exception  of  the  murderers  of  King 
Charles  I.,  he  went  into  an  adjoining  wood  and  hanged  himself. — 
Bourne, 

May  31. — The  effects  of  Mrs.  Blakeston,  relict  of  John  Blakeston, 
esq.,  a  magistrate  and  member  of  parliament  for  the  town  of  New- 
castle, and  who  was  one  of  the  regicides,  were  seized  upon  by  the 
sheriff  of  Durham. — Brand. 

July  28. — This  year.  King  Charles  II.  by  his  writ  restored  William 
Bobson  to  the  office  of  parish  clerk  of  All  Saints'*  church,  Newcastle, 
from  which  he  had  been  ejected  for  his  loyalty,  October  20,  1644. — 
Bourne. 

August  8. — It  appears  by  the  common  council  books  of  Newcastle, 
that  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  sir  John  Marley,  knt.,  sometime  mayor ; 
sir  Creorge  Baker,  sometime  recorder ;  sir  Nicholas  Cole,  knight  and 
baronet;  Francis  Bowes,  knt.,  sometime  aldermen;  James  Cole, 
esq.,  sometime  sheriff:  Henry  Marley,  merchant,  sometime  clerk  of 
the  chamber ;  Henry  Brabant,  merchant ;  Jonas  Cudworth,  draper ; 
Thomas  Cames,  slater ;  and  Anthony  Errington,  sometime  one  of 
the  Serjeants  at  mace,  were  restored  to  their  former  freedom  of  that 
corporation. — Brand. 

September  7. — ^Algernon,  earl  of  Northumberland,  was  constituted 
lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Northumberland. — Ibid. 

November.  2. — On  the  restoration  of  the  see  and  ancient  county 
palatine  of  Durham,  John  Cosin,  dean  of  Peterborough,  was  nomin- 
ated bishop.  Amongst  the  very  many  liberal  and  high  minded  pre- 
lates who  had  held  the  see  of  Durham,  the  name  of  Cosin  stands 
eminently  distinguished  for  munificence  and  public  spirit.  He  reared, 
almost  from  the  ground,  the  noble  palace  of  Auckland,  which  now 
exists  on  the  site  of  the  old  castle.  To  this  he  added  the  chapel, 
with  all  its  splendid  inventory  of  books,  plate,  and  ornaments,  for 
the  service  of  the  altar.    He  placed  the  castle  of  Durham  in  complete 
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repair,  and  restored  the  bishop'^s  house  in  Darlington  from  a  state 
of  entire  dilapidation.  At  Durham  he  also  rebuilt  and  augmented 
the  endowment  of  bishop  Langley'^s  Hospital  and  schools  on  the 
Palace  Green,  and  he  built  the  bishop'^s  library,  adjoining  the  exche* 
quer,  and  stored  it  with  books  for  the  use  of  his  successors,  and  the 
clergy  of  his  diocese.  In  1664  he  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  procu- 
ring the  rebuilding  of  the  guildhall,  or  town  house,  at  Durham,  as 
well  as  in  repairing  the  courts  of  justice,  the  exchequer,  and  the 
court  of  chancery. — Surtees. 

About  this  period,  when  the  banks  of  the  Cor  (the  brook  or  rivulet 
from  which  the  town  of  Gorbridge  derives  its  name),  had  been  worn 
away  by  some  impetuous  land  flood,  a  skeleton  supposed  to  be  that 
of  a  man  of  a  very  extraordinary  and  prodigious  size,  was  discovered. 
The  length  of  the  thigh  bone  was  nearly  six  feet,  and  the  skull,  teeth, 
and  other  parts  proportionably  monstrous,  so  that  the  length  of  the 
whole  body  was  computed  at  twenty  one  feet.  It  is  conjectured,  by 
the  more  enlightened  men  of  modem  times,  that  these  strange  bones 
belonged  to  some  large  animal  that  had  been  sacrificed  by  the 
Bomans  at  the  altar  dedicated  to  Hercules,  which  was  found  here 
some  years  ago.  Notwithstanding  that  the  superstitions  of  our 
forefathers  has  lost  nearly  all  its  credit  and  influence,  a  singularly 
large  bone  found  here  is  now  exhibited  in  the  Keswick  Museum 
as  the  rib  of  the  giant  Cor. — Rose's  Topog. 

1661. — The  hospital  at  Houghton-le-Spring,  was  built  and  endowed 
by  Greorge  Lilbume,  for  the  maintenance  of  three  poor  people  for 
ever.  In  1676,  Mr.  George  Davenport,  rector  of  that  parish,  gave 
by  will  .f  160.  to  purchase  lands,  for  the  maintenance  of  three  other 
poor  people,  as  appears  by  an  inscription  on  the  west  end  of  the 
south  wing  of  this  building.  William  Sharp,  M.  A.  a  native  of  this 
parish,  added  £\S  per  annum  to  the  revenues  of  the  hospital. — 
Swrtees. 

"  Aug.  the  1st. — The  font  of  Al  Saints  was  set  up  this  day  by 
Cuthbert  Maxwell,  of  this  town  [Newcastle],  mason,  who  had  saved 
it  about  twenty  yeares  before  from  the  barbarous  hands  of  the  Scots 
armie,  who  did  indeavour  to  breake  it.'' — Chron.  Mir. 

The  society  of  friends  had  a  burial  place  at  Gullercoats,  near  Tyne- 
mouth.  From  the  registers  of  the  society,  it  appears  that  Johanna, 
the  daughter  of  George  Linton,  who  died  on  the  20th  of  the  11th 
month,  1661,  was  the  first  interred  here  ;  the  last  was  Zeph.  Haddock, 
who  died  on  the  29th  of  the  3rd  month,  1739,  since  which  time  it  has 
been  disused  as  a  place  of  sepulture. — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  very  well  kept  register  book 
belonging  to  the  society  of  friends,  of  North  Shields : — "  1 661 — George 
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Linton  of  North  Shields,  dyed  in  North  Shields,  and,  by  the  furry  of  the 
tymes,  was  by  relations  and  souldiers  carryed  away  from  friends,  and 
lyeth  buryed  in  the  down  end  of  Tinemouth  kirk,  the  month  and  day 
not  certain,  but  it  was  as  fifteen  thought,  in  the  11th  or  12th  month.^'* 

1661  (Sept.  16). — ^Bishop  Gosin,  by  his  letters  patent,  incorporated 
the  drapers,  tailors,  mercers,  hardwaremen,  coopers,  and  chandlers, 
in  Gateshead,  into  a  community,  fellowship  and  company. — Brand. 

The  period  of  the  first  erection  of  the  custom-house  establishment 
in  the  port  of  Sunderland  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  the  appoint- 
ment of  Walter  Ettrick,  esq.  collector  occurs  in  the  above  year.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  collectors  at  that  port. — 

Walter  Ettrick,  esq.  1661, — he  died  in  1702,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  William  Ettrick,  esq.,  who,  in  1717,  exchanged  with  Ar- 
thur Bobinson,  esq.,  collector  of  Dartmouth.  Mr.  Bobinson  was 
appointed  29th  Nov.  1717, — died  24th  Oct.  1738,  and  was  succeeded 
by  John  Barmston,  esq.,  admitted  22d  Jan.  1739,  who  died  of  the 
small  pox  on  the  5th  of  January,  1741.  Ralph  Lambton,  esq.  was 
admitted  2d  May,  1741,  and  continued  until  the  22d  Sept.  1781. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Edward  Milbanke,  esq.,  a  captain,  B.  N. 
23d  Oct.  1781,  who  died  17th  July,  1784.  Christopher  HiU,  ^sq. 
admitted  11th  Nov.  1784,  died  16th  Nov.  1795.  George  Robinson, 
esq.  admitted  28th  Aug.  1696,  to  20th  Sept.  1822,— succeeded  by  su: 
C.  Sharp,  10th  Mar.  1823.~/S'ir  C.  8harp"8  Collections. 

1662  (Auckland,  Mar.  3). — This  day  wee  have  horse  races  heare 
on  Hunwicke  Moore.  Mr.  Davison  has  a  little  nagg  runs  with  the 
like  of  Captaine  Darcy's.  Mr  Bricknell  rides  Mr.  Davison^s  nagg. 
There  will  be  much  company  there.  Our  Lady's  goe  in  my  Lord'^s 
coache  from  hence.     (Mr.  Arden  to  Mr.  StapyltonJ, — Surtees. 

September  5. — Colonel  Edward  Villiers,  governor  of  Tynemouth 
castle,  was  presented  with  a  personal  freedom  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

October  9. — In  a  letter  of  this  date,  from  Edward  Arden  to  Miles 
Stapylton,  esq.,  Durham,  it  is  stated  that  "  sir  Francis  Anderson  is 
elected  mayor  of  Newcastle,  which  sir  John  Marley  was  unwilling  to,# 
they  sat  up  all  night  and  sir  Francis  carried  it.'' — Surtees. 

1663  (Aug.  12). — Oswald  Rogers,  master  and  mariner,  who  landed 
the  marquis  of  Newcastle  safe  in  England,  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
said  marquis,  admitted  to  a  personal  freedom  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

This  year,  a  free  school  was  founded  at  Stamfordham,  in  North- 
umberland, by  sir  Thomas  Widdrington,  knt.,  who  endowed  it  with 
land  at  the  Hmgh^  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  which  at  the  time 
was  valued  at  «£*  10,  per  annum ;  but  by  a  return  made  to  parliament, 
and  printed  in  1819,  the  annual  rent  had  risen  to  ^^210. — Mackenzie's 
NoHhd. 
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1664. — The  Townhouse,  or  old  Guildhall,  in  the  city  of  Durham 
was  taken  down  and  rebuilt. — Surtees. 

1665  (Mar.  25). — Died,  Thomas  Lilbume»  M.  P.  for  the  oountj  of 
Durham.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  G(eorge  Lilbum,  of  Sunderland, 
esq.,  and  lived  at  OfFerton,  where  the  family  held  oonsiderable  estates. 
In  his  politics  he  was  a  kingling,  or  one  who  voted  that  the  crown 
and  title  should  be  offered  to  Cromwell  and  in  the  pamphlets  of  the 
day  he  is  called  a  captain  of  horse,  worth  <£^273  per  annum.  In  the 
following  parliament,  1658,  he  represented  Newcastle.  He  bore  a 
commission  of  major  in  Monk^s  army.  He  was  buried  at  Houghton- 
le-Spring.  On  his  monument,  he  is  described  as  ''  one  of  the  instru- 
mental persons  in  his  Majesty^'s  happy  restoration.'*^ — Sharp* b  Knts, 
of  Durham. 

Thomas  Bell,  M.  A.,  was,  on  the  21st  of  June  this  year,  pre- 
sented, by  Charles  duke  of  Somerset,  to  the  vicarage  of  Long 
Horsley,  Northumberland.  Mr.  Bell  was  a  Scotchman,  and  is 
accused  by  his  zealous  countryman,  Mr.  Veitch  (a  covenanter),  of 
being  "a  violent  persecutor"  of  the  non-conforming  party.  Veitch 
at  that  time  resided  at  Stanton-hall,  where  he  had  a  meeting-house, 
and  .was  sometimes  visited  rather  roughly  by  the  police  of  the  time, 
and  at  length  apprehended  and  taken  to  Edinburgh  for  his  trial ;  all 
which,  he  says,  was  done  by  the  informations  and  abetting  of  Mr. 
Bell,  who  certainly  did  not  live  to  see  the  effects  of  his  cruel  and  un- 
holy zeal,  but  was  arrested  by  the  hand  of  death  in  a  way  as  shocking 
to  humanity  as  it  was  disgraceful  to  his  memory.  Mr.  BeU  had  been  to 
Newcastle,  and  on  his  way  home  drank  with  the  curate  of  Ponteland 
till  ten  o^dock  at  night,  when,  contrary  to  the  urgent  entreaties  of 
those  about  him,  he  set  out  for  Long  Horsley.  There  had  been  a 
hard  frost  and  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  which,  on  the  preceding  day,  had 
begun  to  melt,  and  caused  a  great  flood.  The  night,  too,  was  dark 
and  stormy ;  and  soon  after  leaving  Ponteland  he  had  missed  his  way, 
dismounted,  and,  as  it  should  seem,  in  trying  to  find  ^^  with  his  foot 
^n  the  snow  what  stopped  his  passage,  slipped  over  the  brink  of  the 
river"  Pont,  which,  in  that  neighbourhood,  runs  within  deep  narrow 
banks,  covered  with  willows,  and  is  full  of  bull-rushes,  and  other  tail 
water-plants.  Two  days  after  he  set  out  he  was  found  dead,  standing 
on  his  feet  upon  the  old  ice,  up  to  the  arm -pits  in  water,  and  strongly 
frozen  in ;  for,  in  the  night  in  which  he  was  lost,  the  frost  returned 
with  great  violence.  All  his  clothes  above  the  arm-pits  were  dry,  and 
his  hat  on.  He  had  struggled  much  to  disengage  himself,  as  appeared 
by  his  gloves  and  boots,  which  were  much  worn.  The  ice  around  him 
was  so  strong  as  to  require  '^fore-hammers"  to  be  used  in  breaking 
it,  before  they  could  extricate  his  body,  which  was  tied  across  a  horse, 
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by  the  neck  and  feet,  and  so  taken  to  his  wife ;  and,  as  Mr.  Veitch 
says,  *^  albeit  several  came  to  help  him  out,  few  conducted  his  corpse 
home,**^  which  was  considered  a  mark  of  disrespect,  when  great  at- 
tendance upon  a  funeral  was  looked  upon  as  a  sure  mark  of  regard 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  ^'  This  shocking  dispensation^  con- 
tinues our  narrator  ''  made  great  and  various  impressions  on  the  peo- 
ple, especially  those  who  knew  how  instrumental  he  had  been  in  Mr. 
Veitch"*s  trouble.'^ — Hodgson's  Northd. 

June  28. — ^There  is  an  order  of  the  common  council  of  Newcajstle, 
to  prevent'  the  spreading  of  the  plague,  by  forbidding  masters  of  ships 
to  bring  passengers  or  goods  into  their  harbour,  upon  pain  of  being 
stayed  or  detained  for  40  days,  and  sailors  to  come  on  shore  on  pain 
of  imprisonment.  The  plague  at  this  time  raged  in  Qateshead  and 
in  Sunderland. — Brand. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  plague  in  London  this  year,  that 
dreadful  disease  was  imported  to  Sunderland  by  shipping,  as  appears 
by  the  following  entry  taken  from  the  register  book  of  the  parish  of 
Bishopwearmouth : — ^^  Jeremy  Bead,  Billingham  in  Kent,  bringer 
of  the  plague,  of  which  dyed  about  thirty  persons  out  of  Sunderland 
in  three  months.     Sepult,  5th  July,  1665.'" 

Sep.  29. — This  year,  sir  WiUiam  Forster  was  admitted  to  a  per- 
sonal freedom  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

1665. — Died,  colonel  Robert  Lilbum,  eldest  son  of  Richard  Lilbum, 
of  Thickley  Punchardon,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  brother  to  the 
celebrated  colonel  John  Lilbum,  of  independent  memory,  commonly 
called  "  Freeborn  John.'**  He  was  baptized  at  St.  Andrew^^s,  Auck- 
land, 2d  Feb.,  1613 ;  was  a  commander  of  the  parliamentary  forces, 
and  was  appointed  governor  of  Newcastle  in  1647.  In  the  following 
year,  he  sat  on  the  king'*s  trial,  and  signed  the  warrant  for  his  execu- 
tion. He  was  afterwards  major  general  of  the  north  of  England,  and, 
together  with  sir  Arthur  Haslerigg,  ruled  the  county  of  Durham  during 
the  interregnum.  He  represented  Malton  in  1659.  On  the  restora- 
tion, he  was  tried  with  the  other  regicides,  October  16,  1660;  he 
oflTered  no  defence,  but  entreated  the  favour  of  the  king,  and  his  sen- 
tence was  commuted  to  perpetual  banishment  to  the  island  of  St. 
Nicholas,  near  Plymouth,  where  he  died. — Sharp's  Knts.  of  Dur. 

1665. — The  viUage  of  Wreighill,  near  Rothbury,  Northumberland, 
was  visited  by  a  dreadful  calamity;  the  whole  population  being 
nearly  swept  away  by  the  plague.  A  Miss  Handyside  received  a 
small  package  from  a  young  gentleman  in  London,  which  was  no 
sooner  opened  than  (like  Pandora^s  box)  the  pestilence  sprung  out, 
and  spread  itself  over  the  whole  place,  where  not  one  escaped  the 
contagion,  and  very  few  survived  the  effect.     The  first  victim  was  the 

2q 
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young  lady  to  whom  tbe  present  was  sent.  The  few  that  survived 
interred  the  dead  in  such  plsoes  as  it  waa  supposed  neither  plough  nor 
spade  would  turn  up ;  however,  unce  the  planting  of  potatoes  on 
steep  banks  became  so  common,  great  quantities  of  human  bones 
have  been  dug  up,  very  entire,  but  exceedingly  brittle.  Th^  are 
supposed  to  have  been  the  remains  of  such  as  died  of  the  plague. — 
Mackemi^s  Norlhd. 

The  baptist  chapel  at  Hamsterley,  Durham,  founded  this  year. 
The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  extends  from  17(>8  to  1837, 
and  of  burials  from  1785  to  1837.—^.  of  Pari.  Com. 

1666. — The  annexed  is  a  representation  of  the  arms  of  the  borough 
of  Gateshead,  taken  from  the  back  of  an  old  chair  in  the  vestry  of 
that  church.  The  arms  are  in  relief,  and  above  them  the  letters 
L  A.  P  B.  I  W.  P  T.  being  the  initials  of  the  names  of  Lancelot 
Ayer,  Peter  Bell,  John  Wolfe,  and  Peter  TvmbuU,  who  were  ohnrch- 
wardens  in  1666,  in  which  year  this  chair  appears  to  have  been  made, 
as  the  following  entry  oceiun  in  the  parish  books  under  this  date 
"  Paid  for  a  new  chaire  and  covering  a  ttooU  for  y*  wrtry  ^1.  2j. — 
Local  Bee. 

1667  (June  27).— The  right  hon.  Henry,  eari  of  O^e,  who  had 
received  his  majesty^s  commission  to  be  governor  of  Newcastle  and 
was  resident  there,  was  admitted  to  his  personal  freedom  of  that 
corporation. — Brand. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


N  a  site  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  an- 
cient castle   of  Capheaton,   which   air 
John  Swinburne,  the  first  baronet,  had 
caused  to  be  demolished,  he  reared  the 
present  mansion-house  in   1668,   from 
designs  by  Robert  Trollop,   the  archi- 
tect of  the  old  exchange  of  Newcastle, 
and   of  the  present  mansion-house  at 
Netherwitton.      The  library  here  con- 
tains one  of  the  most   extensive  and 
best  chosen  collections  in  the  north  of 
England.     The  pleasure-grounds  are  laid  out  in  a  taetefu)  manner, 
and  the  clumps  of  trees  which  are  scattered  over  the  lands  render 
the  scene  angularly  beautiful. — Hist,  of  Norikd. 

July, — At  the  assizes  at  Durham,  Alice  Armstrong,  wife  of 
Christopher  Armstrong,  of  Shotton,  labourer,  was  tried  for  bevntching 
to  death  an  oxe  belonging  to  Barbara  Thompson.  Sentence  not 
recorded. — Local  Sec. 

November  9. — Joceline,  seventh  earl  of  Northumberland,  was 
constituted  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Northumberland.  He 
died  at  Turin,  May,  1670,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. — Eng.  Causes  CH. 
1669. — A  stone  was  discovered  at  Benwell  (the  Condercum  of  the 
Romans),  on  which  was  an  inscription  to  commemorate  a  victory 
giuned  by  the  Romans  over  the  northern  Britons.  The  inscription 
was  partly  obliterated.  Several  other  inscriptions  have  been  found 
here,  the  most  remarkable  of  which  is  a  fine  altar  dedicated  to  Ju- 
piter Dolichenus,  a  deity  worshipped  by  miners.  Coins  of  Trajan, 
Hadrian,  and  several  other  emperors,  have  been  found  here,  also  a 
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great  conduit  made  of  hewn  stones.  In  1752,  a  hypocaustum,  about 
300  yards  south  west  of  the  station  was  discovered.  The  fine  urn  in 
the  library  at  Durham,  was  found  at  this  place.  The  foundations  of 
an  exploratory  tower  were  found  opposite  to  the  second  mile  stone. 
An  iron  railway  was  made  through  the  north  side  of  this  station  in 
1810,  which  laid  bare  a  part  of  its  walls,  and  the  foundations  of  several 
buildings. — HodgsotCs  Northd.  8w. 

The  Glass-house  bridge  over  the  Ousebum,  east  of  Newcastle, 
was  of  wood  until  1669,  when  it  was  built  of  stone  by  Thomas 
Wrangham,  shipwright,  on  account  of  lands  which  the  town  let 
him.  The  passage,  however,  over  it  was  very  difficult  and  uneven 
till  the  year  1729,  when  it  was  made  level  and  commodious  both 
for  horse  and  foot.  The  bridge  higher  up  this  bum  called  Shields 
road  bridge,  was  also  of  wood  until  about  the  latter  year.  It  was 
considerably  widened  about  1 790. — Bourne.    Brand. 

1669. — The  king  granted  letters  patent,  to  Edward  Andrew,  esq., 
to  build  a  pier,  and  erect  a  light-house  or  light-houses,  and  to  cleanse 
the  harbour  of  Sunderland,  and  to  raise  contributions  for  that 
purpose. — Surtees. 

This  year,  a  trial  came  on  at  the  Exchequer  bar,  by  an  order  of 
his  majesty  Charles  II.  between  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle, 
and  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Durham,  on  the  latter,  attempting  to 
build  a  ballast  quay  at  Jarrow-slake,  without  the  license  of  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  and,  after  six  hours  evidence,  a  verdict  was  given  for 
the  mayor  and  burgesses. — Brand. 

1670  (September). — ^Died  at  Hamham-hall,  Northumberland,  Mrs. 
Babington,  relict  of  E.  Babington  who  was  a  captain  in  the  republican 
army  in  1654;  afterwards  became  a  major,  and  was  made  governor  <^ 
Berwick.  Mrs.  Babington  was  widow  of  colonel  George  Fenwick  of 
Brinkbum,  daughter  of  sir  Arthur  Etaslerigg,  both  celebrated  charac- 
ters during  the  conomonwealth.  She  yfSB  interred  in  a  tomb,  cut  out 
of  a  rock  in  the  garden  at  Hamham,  now  called  the  Tomb-garden ; 
the  body  being  placed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  most  of  which,  and  some 
of  the  bones  were  remaining  when  Mr.  Wallis  visited  the  place. 
Some  faws,  however,  several  years  since,  rifled  the  tomb,  and  stole 
part  of  the  coffin ;  but  the  following  inscriptions,  the  first  on  stone, 
the  second  painted  on  wood,  still  remain  within  it : — 1.  Here  lyeth 
the  body  of  Madam  Babington,  who  was  laid  in  this  sepulchere  the 
9th  Sep.,  1670. 

My  time  is  past  as  you  may  see, 

I  viewed  the  dead  as  you  do  me ; 

Or  long  you'll  lie  as  low  as  1, 

And  some  will  look  on  thee. 
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2.  In  hopes  of  Aitare  blin  contented  here  I  lie, 
Though  I  would  have  been  pleased  to  Uve,  yet  was 

not  displeased  to  die ; 
For  life  hath  its  comforts  and  its  eorrovs  too, 
For  which  to  the  Lord  of  Heaven  our  most  grateful 

thftnkw  are  doe : 
If  it  was  othenriae  oor  hopes  here  would  rest, 
WhCTe  nature  tells  ns  we  cannot  be  blest ; 
Hoff  &r  my  hopes  are  v^  or  founded  well, 
God  onlj  knows,  bnt  the  last  day  will  tell. — Hodgton'i  NoriM. 
1671  (April  24). — Bishop  John  Cosin  incorporated  in  the  borough 
of  Grateahead,  the  company  called  the  community  or  fellowship  of  the 
trades,  arts,  mysteries,  orafte,  faculties  and  occupatione  of  "  Free- 
masons, carvers,  stone-cutters,  sculptont,  bricknujcers,  tilers,  brick- 
layers, glouers,  penter-stainers,  founders,  nailors,  peuterers,  founders, 
plumbers,  millwrights,  saddlers  and  bridlers,  trunkmakers,  and  dis- 
tillers of  all  sorts  of  strong  waters." — Gateth.  Corp.  Enq, 

The  following  entries  occur  in  the  parish  register  of  Ciateshead 
under  Uiis  year :  "Subscription  for  the  redemption  of  the  poor 
Ghristiaiie,  now  slaves  under  the  Turks,  ^15.  7s  9d."  and  "Paid 
for  powder  and  match  when  the  keelmen  mutinyed,  ^.^ 

Waggon-ways  or  rail-ways  for  the  conveyance  of  coals  appear 
to  have  been  in   use  ou  the  Tyne  at  this  period.     In  Bailey's  View 

of  Durham,  p.  35,  it  is  stated  [on  the  authority  of Kobsou,  then 

ag^t  at  Ravensworth]  that  the  earliest  mention  of  coals  delivered  by 
waggons  occurs  in  1671  at  Team-^itk. 
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1648—1672. — The  tradesmen  in  most  places  throughout  England 
issued  their  own  tokens  in  small  brass  or  copper  for  necessary  change. 
The  annexed  list  of  issues  of  this  sort  in  the  county  of  Durham  has 
been  arranged  from  the  collections  ot  the  late  Robert  Surtees,  esq., 
of  Mainsforth,  Sir  G.  Sharp,  and  John  Trotter  Brockett,  esq.  Some 
of  these  are  common  enough,  though  the  greater  part  are  rare.* 
The  Hartlepool  token  is  in  the  collection  of  Sir  G.  Sharp,  and  was 
found  in  that  gentleman^s  garden.  It  is  the  only  one  I  have  met 
with. 

Six  tradesmen's  tokens  were  issued  in  Newcastle,  viz : — 1  William 
Blaokett,  arms  of  Blackett,  rev.  merchant  in  Newcastle,  merchants 
arms.  2  Anthony  Dobson,  A.D.  rev.  of  Newcastle,  A.D.  3  Henry 
Slinger,  1664.  rev.  of  Newcastle,  H.S.  4  lohn  Gavstrell,  a  fleece,  rev. 
I.  G.  in  Newcastle.  5  Gharles  Barker  and  Gabriel  Fulthorpe.  rev.  in 
Newcastle,  mercer's  arms.  6  In  Newcastle,  16-i'^.  rev.  lohn  Thomas, 
59.  three  kings.  The  first  three  are  engraved  in  Brand's  Newcastle ; 
Nos.  4  and  5  were  in  the  collection  of  the  lat<e  Mr.  Surtees ;  and  the 
sixth  is  in  that  of  Mr.  John  Bell  of  Guteshead.    The  circulation  of 

*  Durham.'^l  William  Grevesoiii  angels  supporting  a  crown.    2  William  GreeTe- 

son a  variety.     3  WiWam  Wilkinson,  three  fleurs^e-lis,  1661.    4  William  Wilkin. 

son a  variety.  5  W$lliam  Wilkinson another  variety.  6  William  Dent,  apothe- 
cary, 1666.  7  William  Jordan,  the  king's  head  crowned,  with  long  hair,  and  looking  to 
the  right  8  Nic.  Richardson,  rose  and  crown,  1661.  9  John  Richardson,  arms  of 
Richardson,  1664.  10  William  Roper,  grocer's  arms.  11  George  Comynt  and  George 
Cooper,  1666,  mercer's  armSi  12  John  Stokeld,  1661,  mercer's  arms.  13  William 
Dixon,  mercer's  arms,  1663.  14  John  Peacock,  1662,  George  and  dragon.  1^  George 
Hodshon,  king*s  head,  as  No.  7.  16  Ralph  Nicholson,  king's  head.  17  Cuthhert  Hutch- 
inson, 1664,  the  royal  arms  within  the  garter.  18  William  Hutcheson,  bookseller, 
stationer^  arms.     19  John  Chilton,  the  king^  head,  "  God  save  the  king." 

Barnard  Caxde. — 20  George  Sanderson,  1665,  king's  head.  21  Anthony  Macken- 
daile,  3  fleurs-de-lis.  22  Anthony  Markendaile,  king's  head,  1666.  23  Michael  Alder- 
son,  1 66..,  (effaced)  king's  head.  24  Mathias  Sowerby,  a  rose.  26  Mathias  Sowerby, 
1666»  king's  head.  26  Mathias  Sowerby — another  variety.  27  Matthias  Sowerby, 
1666,  king's  head.  28  Thomas  Bvll,  1666,  king's  head,  looking  left.  29  Christopher 
Burfey,  king's  head.  30  Will  Hutchinson,  king's  head,  looking  left.  31  Christopher 
Pinkney,  1666,  a  crown. 

Sunderlind. — 32  William  Fawcett,  a  lion  rampant. 

^ifdUondL— 33  William  Cradock,  arms  of  Cradock.  34  Michael  Stobart,  king^ 
head. 

Dariingtoiu-^5  Richard  Scaife,  1666,  king's  head.  86  Robert  Coarson,  1666,  a 
loom,  37  R B (Branson.)  effaced.  38  Michael  Middleton,  king's  head,  look- 
ing left,    39  Michael  Middleton — a  variety,  and  a  much  larger  coin. 

^orf/icpoo/.— 40  Roger  Dobson,  1662,  a  stag. 

Gateshead, — 41  John  Bedford,  arms  of  Gateshead. 

iStocAfoiL— 42  John  Wells,  1666,  king's  head.    43  John  Wells,— ^  variety. 

Lanchester.-^^  Thomas  Grreene,  a  lion. 

BiBingham,.~-4d  Richard  Chapman,  1666,  king's  head ;  rev.  the  queen's  head  in  a  shield. 
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these  tokens  was  stopped  in  1672,  on  the  issue  of  halfpence  and 
{SBurthings  by  government. 

1672. — ClifiTord's  fort  at  the  east  end  of  North  Shields,  was  built. 
There  was  anciently  here  a  fort  of  baskets  filled  with  sand  and 
mortar,  with  a  gun  placed  between  each  basket. — Brand, 

The  dungeon,  or  keep  of  Warkworth  castle  was  unroofed,  at  the 
instance  of  Joseph  Clarke,  one  of  the  auditors  to  the  family,  who 
obtained  a  gift  of  the  materials  from  the  then  countess  of  Northum- 
berland.— Border  Antiq, 

Hanover  square  chapel  [Presbyterian]  Newcastle  on  Tyne  founded 
— The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1672  to  1837. 
— Bep.  of  Pari.  Com, 

John  Smithson,  vicar  of  Berwick,  was  tried  and  executed  (on 
the  24th  of  August),  for  the  murder  of  his  wife. — Border  Tour. 

October  7. — His  grace  John,  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  lord 
president  of  his  majesty^s  most  honourable  privy  council  of  Scotland, 
and  sole  secretary  of  state  for  those  kingdoms,  was  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

December  17. — ^The  king  wrote  a  letter  to  the  corporation  of  New- 
castle, to  elect  James  Aire,  pilot  of  his  majesty^s  good  ship  the  St. 
Michael,  a  free  burgess  of  that  town. — Hid. 

Great  storms  and  land  floods,  had  occasioned,  about  this  time, 
so  many  ships  to  be  wrecked  in  the  port  of  Tyne,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  light-houses,  the  bar  of  tiiat  haven  was  unnavigable  by 
night,  some  of  the  wrecks  lying  in  the  very  middle  of  the  channel. — 
Bee.  of  Trinity  Home^  Netoe. 

1673  (Jan.  18). — Thirty-nine  ships  were  cast  away  on  the  coast 
of  Northumberland.  Sixteen  belonged  to  Newcastle  and  Shields. — 
Maeienzi^s  Dw. 

July  10 — An  address  was  ordered  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  alder- 
men, sheriff,  and  common  council  of  Newcastle,  to  be  presented  to 
the  king,  on  the  discovery  ofa  plot  against  his  majesty'^s  life,  and  that 
of  James,  duke  of  York. — Brand. 

Oct.  1. — John  Harrison,  a  cripple,  killed  Thomas  Smailes,  a 
glazier,  with  his  crutch  at  Seaton  Garew.  He  was  hanged  at  Durham 
the  assizes  following. — Surtees. 

The  following  entry  occurs  in  the  parish  register  of  Hartlepool : — 
**  October  5,  1673. — Thomas  Smailes,  was  buryed  and  crowned  by  a 
jury  of  twelve  men,  and  John  Harrison,  of  Seaton,  was  executed  at 
Durham  for  murthering  Thomas  Smailes.''^ — Ibid. 

Henry,  earl  of  Ogle,  was  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, and  of  the  town  and  county  of  Newcastle,  and  governor 
of  that  town  and  port. — Brand. 
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1673. — At  Rood  Day.  There  were  above  four  hundred  red  deer  in 
Teesdale  forest,  but  were  destroyed  in  the  snow. — SurteeSy  from  Mr. 
BandersofCs  (of  Egleston)  Diary, 

Little  hay  cut  I  st  Sept. ;  com  unsound  ;  multitudes  of  sheep  died ; 
oat«  6«.  a  bushel ;  bigg  &r.  6d. ;  rye  Qs,  M. ;  malt  18«.  to  20s.  a  load, 
new  measure. — Ibid. 

An  act  was  passed  to  empower  the  freeholders  of  Durham,  to  elect 
two  knights  for  the  county,  and  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen  of 
the  city  of  Durham  to  elect  two  burgesses  to  represent  them  in  par- 
liament.— Surtees. 

1674  (July  1). — William  Lilbume,  esq.,  was  admitted  to  the  free- 
dom of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

The  bridge  that  crosses  the  Tyne  at  Corbridge,  consisting  of  seven 
very  wide  arches,  with  outlets  at  every  pillar,  was  (according  to  the 
date  engraven  upon  it),  erected  this  year.  Few  structures  are 
stronger  than  this,  which  was  evinced  during  the  great  flood  in  1771, 
which  swept  away  in  its  furious  progress,  every  bridge  on  the  Tyne, 
except  this.  The  river  was  then  swollen  to  such  a  wonderful  height, 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Corbridge  washed  their  hands  over 
the  battlements.  The  late  Mr.  John  Gibson,  of  the  Boat-house,  near 
Warden,  whose  ancestors  have  resided  there  during  several  centuries, 
erected  a  stone  with  an  inscription,  by  which  it  appears,  that  this 
tremendous  flood  had  swollen  the  river  at  that  place  thirteen  feet 
above  the  usual  level.  Corbridge  was  anciently  a  borough  and  sent 
members  to  parliament,  but  on  account  of  the  expence  of  representa- 
tion the  privilege  was  disused. — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

Oct.  22. — The  hon.  Nathaniel  Crewe  was  translated  from  the  see 
of  Oxford  to  that  of  Durham,  and  was  enthroned  on  the  10th  of 
November  following.  Bishop  Crewe,  or  as  he  is  more  frequently 
termed,  from  his  subsequent  accession  to  the  family  title,  lord  Crewe, 
was  the  fifth  son  of  John,  first  lord  Crewe,  of  Stene  in  Northampton- 
shire. The  new  bishop  made  a  very  triumphant  entry  into  Durham 
in  June,  1675,  and  in  the  following  year  visited  his  whole  diocese.  On 
the  accession  of  James  duke  of  York  to  the  throne,  he  was  sworn  a 
privy  counsellor,  and  was  also  appointed  dean  of  the  chapel  royal. 
After  the  revolution,  bishop  Crewe  was  excepted,  by  name,  out  of  the 
general  pardon  granted  by  William  and  Mary,  and  in  February,  1689 
fled  to  Holland.  He  returned  to  London  in  July,  and  having  made 
his  peace,  he,  without  scruple,  took  the  oaths  to  William  and  Mary 
at  Guildhall.  Crewe  remained  in  obscurity  during  the  whole  reign 
of  king  William.  He  was  deprived  of  his  lord  lieutenancy  of  Dur- 
ham, which  he  had  held  under  the  late  reign,  and  was  scarcely  even 
admitted  at  court.     In  1697,  the  bishop  succeeded  to  the  barony. 
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and  to  the  family  seat  and  estate  at  Stene,  and  was  of  course  sum- 
moned to  parliament  both  as  baron  and  bishop,  being  the  first  instance 
in  England  of  such  an  union  of  a  temporal  and  spiritual  peerage.  On 
the  accession  of  queen*  Anne,  lord  Crewe  again  enjoyed  some  gleams 
of  royal  favour,  but  he  in  vain  solicited  the  restoration  of  his  lord 
lieutenancy.  In  1710  he  gained  some  credit  with  the  high-church 
party  by  voting  in  favour  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  and  on  his  next  entry 
into  his  diocese  he  was  received  by  the  gentry  and  clergy  of  the  county 
in  procession.  On  this  occasion  there  were  at  least  five  thousand 
horse  in  the  cavalcade.  In  1712  he  was  restored  to  the  lord  lieuten- 
ancy of  the  county.  From  the  accession  of  king  George,  bishop 
Crewe's  life  was  spent  in  comparative  retirement.  In  1715,  the 
bishop's  brother-in-law  John  Forster,  esq.  M.  P.  for  Northumberland, 
general  of  the  English  part  of  the  rebel  army  forfeited  his  extensive 
estates,  of  which  Bamborough  castle  was  the  principal  seat;  lord 
Crewe  purchased  the  whole  of  the  family  possessions  then  valued  at 
«i?1314.  per  annum  from  the  government  commissioners,  and,  by  his 
last  will,  settled  the  whole  of  the  present  and  future  revenues  on 
charitable  uses.  Under  this  will,  and  under  the  great  increase  of  ren- 
tal in  the  Forster  estates,  the  princely  establishment  of  Bamborough 
has  arisen;  and  Crewels  Charity^  has  continued  to  flow  unimpeded 
through  various  channels  of  public  and  private  bounty.  Lord  Crewe 
expired  at  Stene  on  the  18th  of  September  1722. — Surtees. 

1675  (June  21). — The  first  election  of  representatives  for  the 
county  of  Durham,  took  place.  The  candidates  were  John  Tempest, 
of  the  Isle,  esq.  1034 ;  Thomas  Vane,  esq.  of  Raby  castle,  856 ;  and 
sir  James  Clavering,  of  AxweU,  bart.,  747.  The  two  first  were 
elected.  Mr.  Vane  died  of  the  small-pox  two  days  after  his  election, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  younger  brother  Christopher  Vane,  esq. 
The  election  of  members  for  the  city  was  delayed  by  technical 
difficulties  until  WS.—Ihid. 

The  ordinary  of  the  society  of  upholsterers,  tin- 
plate  workers  and  stationers,  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  dated  July  22nd,  1675,  constituted  them 
a  fellowship,  with  perpetual  succession,  and  or- 
dered them  to  meet  annually  on  the  25th  day  of 
July,  and  choose  four  stewards,  who,  with  the 
society,  should  have  power  to  make  by-laws,  im- 
pose fines,  &c. ;  that  they  should  not  interfere 
with  each  others  calling,  and  that  no  person 
not  free  of  the  town  and  this  society,  should 
exercise  their  trade  in  Newcastle.  The  armo- 
rial bearings  of  the  company  arc  annexed. — Arms  of  Incorp.  Cot/ip. 
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1675  (Sept.  13).— This  is  tho  date  of  the  ordinary  of  the  original 
society  of  scriveners  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne; 
appointing  eight  scriveners  a  fellowship  with 
_  perpetual  succession,  enjoining  them  to  meet 
yearly  on  tho  29th  September,  and  choose  two 
stewards,  who  with  the  fellowship  might  sue  and 
be  sued  in  the  courts  of  Newcastle,  and  make 
_  by-laws,  &;o.,  and  that  apprentices  should  serve 
■J  seven  years.  It  further  enjoined  that  all  scriv- 
rs  should  dwell  in  the  town  of  Newcastle, 
I  Their  meeting  house  was  on  apartment  of  the 
Guild-hall.  When  the  society  became  extinct 
has  liot  been  recorde<l. — Brand. 

This  year,  a  dreadful  pestilential  disease  called  the  "Jolly  Bant," 
appears  to  have  raged  in  Newcastle  and  tho  neighbourhood  of  that 
town ;  there  died  of  it  92i  persons. — lUd. 

Dec.  20. — Thunder  and  lightening.  29  Jan.  Blackbirds  sang. 
19  Feb.  Tho  cuckow  hoard.  28  Feb,  His  servant  fishing,  went  dry 
shod  over  the  Tees  at  Whickham. — Swrteee,fr(na  Sandenons  Dairy. 
1676, — About  this  tinio  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  contributed 
£300  towards  the  erection  of  the  present  organ  in  St.  Nicholas' 
church,  in  that  town.  They  added  a  trumpet  stop  in  1699,  and  in 
1710,  paid  ^200  for  finishing  the  back  front,  and  cleaning  and  re- 
pairing the  whole  instrument.  The  swell  was  ordered  by  the  common- 
council  in  1749,  and  which  it  is  supposed  was  added  by  Snetzler,  the 
celebrated  organ  builder.  About  the  year  1798,  it  was  cleaned  by 
Donaldson.  On  tho  26th  of  July  1814,  the  organ  was  taken  down 
by  Messrs.  Wood,  Small,  and  Oompany,  of  Edinburgh,  who  added  a 
double  diapason,  and  a  set  of  foot  pedals,  and  repaired  the  wholo 
instrument.  This  cost  tho  corporation  =£'500,  In  September,  1824, 
the  organ  was  again  taken  down,  cleaned  imd  tuned,  which  cost 
between  .^70.  and  -fSO. — Brand.    Mackmste. 

At  this  time  lived  John  Pigg,  town  surveyor,  for  Newcastle.  He 
was  well  known  both  to  King  Charles  11.  and  the  duke  of  York ;  and 
for  his  giddy  singularities,  noted  not  only  through  tho  county,  but 
almost  through  the  kingdom.  Ho  usually  wore  a  high  crowned  hat, 
a  strait  coat,  and  would  never  ride,  but  walked  the  pace  of  any  horse 
hundreds  of  miles  on  foot,  with  a  quarter-staff  fenced  with  an  iron 
fork  at  one  end.  Tho  king  and  duke  of  York,  to  whom  he  was  often 
trotting,  made  themselves  sport  with  him,  as  looking  upon  him  to  be 
a,  brainsick  enthusiast.  He  was  of  so  peculiar  and  odd  a  humour, 
that  he  would  not  only  go  to  prison  when  he  needed  not,  but  con- 
ceitedly chose  the  vilest  }>art  of  the  prison  for  his  apartment,  where 
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ho  oontinuod  a  long  while,  when  he  might  have  had  his  liberty  when- 
ever he  pleased.  This  Pigg  died  in  a  stye,  in  circumstances  not 
unlike  those  who  lay  hands  on  themselves,  or  die  crazy  or  distracted. 
He  took  down  a  stately  cross  which  he  called  idolatry,  that  stood  at 
the  north  end  of  the  Barras  bridge,  before  the  chapel  of  St.  James, 
and  built  a  curious  stone  pillar,  inscribed  with  texts  of  scripture, 
lately  standing  at  the  three-mile  bridge,  by  the  side  of  the  Morpeth 
road,  as  a  monument  of  his  whimsical  head,  and  which  very  deserv- 
edly bore  the  name  of  "  Pigo'^s  Folly.*"  The  following  extract  from 
the  books  of  the  incorporated  company  of  bricklayers  of  Newcastle, 
probably  refers  to  this  John  Pigg : — "  Att  a  meeting  the  27th, 
March,  1665,  itt  is  ordered  by  the  generall  consent  of  the  major  part 
of  the  company  that  noe  brother  of  the  said  company  shall  be  im- 
ployed  by  or  work  with  John  Pigg,  on  any  piece  of  worke  which  he 
shall  take,  except  it  be  aboute  his  own  proper  worke — every  brother 
so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  40s.  unforgiven.  And  that  they 
nor  any  of  the  said  company  shall  take  any  worke  of  his  in  hand 
which  he  first  had  taken  to  be  wrought."  In  the  burial  register  of 
St.  Andrew^s  church,  in  Newcastle,  the  following  entry  occurs : — 
"John  Pige,  January  ^27,  1688-9."  This  is  supposed  to  be  the 
person  above  described.  He  left  by  will,  a  considerable  property 
to  charitable  and  other  purposes. — Bourne,    Local  Bee. 

1676  (June  21). — The  common  council  of  Newcastle,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Stobbs,  an  ingenious  artisan,  granted  him  a  personal 
freedom  of  that  corporation.  He  was  represented  as  particularly 
skilful  in  the  making  and  tempering  of  steel ;  making  water  engines 
against  the  accidents  of  fire,  and  the  like ;  making  wind  guns,  speak- 
ing-trumpets, glazier^s  vices,  and  several  mathematical  instruments. — 
Brand. 

October  12, — Died,  Dr.  Isaac  Basire,  prebendary  of  Durham, 
rector  of  Egglescliffe  and  Stanhope,  and  archdeacon  of  Northumber- 
land ;  a  most  singular  character,  whose  life  was  chequered  with  a 
great  variety  of  fortunate  and  unfortunate  events.  He  was  born  in 
Jersey  according  to  Wood,  but  Grey^s  MS.  notes  say  at  Rouen,  edu- 
cated at  Cambridge,  and,  in  consequence  of  his  great  literary  attain- 
ments, first  made  chaplain  to  bishop  Morton,  and  then  to  his  majesty 
king  Charles  I.  about  the  year  1639.  During  the  civil  war,  which 
soon  after  commenced,  he  remained  firmly  attached  to  the  interests  of 
his  royal  patron,  and  the  privileges  of  the  church.  Being  sequestered 
and  plundered,  he  escaped  and  fled  to  the  king,  whom  he  accompa- 
nied, both  at  Oxford  and  Carlisle,  but  was  afterwards  taken  and  con- 
fined in  Stockton  castle.  After  some  time,  he  obtained  his  liberty  ; 
but  being  still  apprehensive  for  his  safety,  he  passed  over  to  the  con- 
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tinent,  where  he  formed  the  resolution  of  propagatinn^  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church  of  England  among  the  Greeks,  Arabians,  Egyptians,  &c., 
and  travelled  through  Apulia,  Naples,  Sicily.  Morea,  &c.,  into  Syria 
and  Palestine.  During  his  journey,  he  coUated  the  several  confes- 
sions of  faith  of  the  different  sorts  of  Christians,  Greeks,  Armenians, 
Jacobites,  Maronites,  &c.,  which  he  kept  by  him  in  their  own  lan- 
guages. In  his  travels  he  endured  many  hardships,  particularly 
when,  in  1653,  he  passed  from  Aleppo  to  Constantinople  by  land, 
being  six  hundred  miles,  without  either  servant,  or  Christian,  or  any 
man  with  him  that  could  speak  the  Frank  language ;  yet,  by  the  help 
of  some  Arabic  acquired  at  Aleppo,  he  performed  that  journey  in  the 
company  of  twenty  Turks,  whose  courtesy  was  purchased  by  his  dis- 
pensing to  them  in  the  physical  line,  he  having  studied  medicine  at 
Padua.  In  this  arduous  and  dangerous  undertaking,  he  became  so 
famous  that  he  was  chosen  professor  of  divinity,  and  president  of  the 
synod  of  Maresvaharpeli,  in  Transylvania,  where  he  was  in  favour 
with  the  prince  George  Bagotski.  After  fifteen  years  of  incessant 
labour,  this  distinguished  missionary  returned  into  England  to  his 
family.  King  Charles  II.,  being  restored  about  this  time,  rewarded 
his  fidelity  by  granting  him  the  archdeaconry  of  Northumberland. — 
Mackenzie's  Dur. 

1676  (Oct.  28). — The  sun  shining  bright  at  noon,  the  stars  were 
seen. — SurteeSy  from  Sanderson^s  Diary. 

1677. — King  Charles  II.  granted  to  his  natural  son,  Charles  duke 
of  Richmond,  and  his  heirs,  one  shilling  per  chaldron  on  coals  shipped 
from  the  port  of  Newcastle. — Brand. 

July  6. — Died,  George  Davenport,  rector  of  Houghton-le-Spring, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  whose  memory  is  still  cherished  and 
respected.  His  first  introduction  into  the  diocese  of  Durham  was  as 
chaplain  to  bishop  Cosin  after  the  restoration :  and  he  resided  for  some 
years  in  the  bishop^s  family  without  any  other  preferment  than  his 
chaplaincy,  with  which  he  united  the  oflBce  of  librarian.  In  1664  on 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  (afterwards  Archbishop)  Sancroft,  he  was  col- 
lated to  the  rectory  of  Houghton;  and  his  patron  seems  to  have 
been  only  prevented  by  Mr.  Davenport^s  own  singular  modesty  from 
conferring  on  him  additional  preferment.  ^'Mr.  Davenport  rests 
content  with  Houghton,  and  wishes  for  no  change;  and  as  to  any 
addition  to  what  he  hath,  he  still  saith  he  has  more  preferment  and 
a  better  worldly  estate  than  he  can  shew  any  good  husbandry,  and 
that  he  fears  to  die  with  any  of  the  church's  goods  in  his  hands/ 
The  latter  danger  he  probably  avoided,  for  he  rebuilt  the  rectory' 
from  the  ground,  added  the  chapel,  and  built  and  endowed  one-half 
of  the  alms-house  but  ^'  never  marked  the  marble  with  his  name.**^ 
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His  works  survive  him  and  it  is  difficult  to  collect  anv  other  memo- 
rials  of  a  life  spent  in  the  shade  of  retirement,  and  in  a  silent  unos- 
tentatious course  of  parochial  duty.  Whilst  his  years  seemed  yet  to 
promise  longer  life,  he  was  suddenly  siezed  with  a  mortal  disorder, 
and  after  a  few  days  of  illness  was  carried  to  the  grave  the  8th  of 
July,  1 677,  amidst  the  unaffected  tears  of  his  parishoners. — Surtees. 

1677  (Sep.  18). — An  ordinary  of  a  society  of  waits  or  musicians  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  citing  a  more  ancient  one  that  had  been  lost, 
bears  the  prefixed  date.  It  appointed  them  a  fellowship  with  per- 
petual succession,  with  power  to  sue  and  be  sued,  &c.,  and  enjoined 
that  none  should  teach  musick  without  a  licence  from  the  mayor; 
that  no  stranger  should  be  suffered  to  play  at  weddings  or  feasts ; 
and  that  no  fiddler,  piper,  dancer  upon  ropes,  or  others  that  pre- 
tended to  skill  in  musick,  or  that  went  about  with  "motions  or 
shews,*"  should  practice  in  Newcastle  without  a  licence  from  the 
mjiyor.  That  at  marriages  where  musick  should  be  chosen,  the 
waits  should  be  preferred,  and  if  any  other  musicians,  who  had  the 
mayor^s  licence,  were  called,  their  fee  should  not  exceed  3s.  4d.  The 
waits  had  their  meeting-house  in  a  tower  in  the  Oarlell-croft,  near 
Pilgrim-street-gate. — Brand, 

1677. — Died  George  Lilbum,  of  Sunderland,  esq.  He  was  pro- 
bably first  an  adventurer  in  trade  at  that  place,  and  was  afterwards 
carried  forward,  together  with  the  increasing  fortunes  of  his  more 
active  republican  relatives,  to  a  considerable  pitch  of  local  influence. 
During  the  whole  of  the  civil  wars,  he  acted  as  the  only  magistrate 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Sunderland.  He  sat  constantly 
on  all  committees  of  sequestration,  and  contrived,  in  virtue  of  his 
office,  to  get  possession  of  a  colliery  at  Harraton,  belonging  to  the 
lessees  of  sir  John  Hedworth,  which  cleared  him  -^15.  a-day.  He 
survived  the  restoration,  and  died  in  1677,  aged  ninety-nine. — Sharp's 
Knts,  of  Dur. 

1678  (Mar.  27). — The  first  election  of  representatives  for  the  city  of 
Durham  took  place.  The  candidates  were  sir  Ralph  Cole,  of  Brance- 
peth  castle,  bart.,  408 ;  John  Parkhurst,  of  Catesby,  county  of  North- 
ampton, esq,,  379 ;  William  Tempest,  of  Old  Durham,  esq.,  376 ;  John 
Turner,  of  Kirkleatham,  esq.,  sergeant  at  law,  187 ;  and  John  Chris- 
tian, esq.,  171.  The  two  first  were  returned.  Previous  to  this,  and 
1675,  no  members  had  been  returned  for  the  county  or  city,  except- 
ing the  three  parliaments  during  CromwelFs  usurpation. — Surtees. 

June  25. — Buried  at  Hunstanworth,  in  the  county  of  Durham, — 
"Ann  wife  of  John  Robinson,  John  Bitson  an  infant,  and  Ann 
daughter  of  Robert  Eggleston,  killed  by  a  thimderbolt  23  June."" — 
Beg.  of  Hunstanworth. 
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1680  (May  16).— Died,  sir  William  Blackett,  bart.  of  Newcastle 
apon  Tjne,  and  of  Wiltimoteawick  castle,  Northumberland.  He  waa 
Blieriff  of  Newcaatio  in  1660;  mayor  in  1666;  governor  of  the  host- 
men'a  company  in  1662,  1663,  1667,  and  1668;  M.  P.  for  Newcastle 
from  1673  to  1680;  knighted  by  Charlea  II.  1673,  and  created  a 
baronet,  12  Dec,  in  the  same  year.  This  sir  William,  according  to 
Bourne,  resided  in  the  Close.  He  was  a  very  eminent  and  succcasful 
merchant,  as  bis  will  abundantly  testified.  He  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  NewcoBtlo. — Hodgsoni  Northd. 

June. — Died,  sir  Mark  Milbanke,  bart.,  of  Dalton  tower,  in  the 
county  of  Durham.  The  first  person  mentioned  in  the  Milbanke 
pedigree,  according  to  family  tradition,  (although  he  is  modestly 
stUed  in  the  herald's  visitation — Mealbanks,  who  sailed  in  a  ship 
from  Shielda),  was  cup  bearer  to  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  fighting  a  duel,  waa  obliged  to  fly  to  England  for  safety,  and 
purchased  an  estate  at  Chirton,  neor  North  Shields ; — his  great- 
grandson,  Mark,  was  mayor  of  Newcastle  in  1658  and  1672,  and  mar- 
ried Dorothy,  one  of  the  wealthy  daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  B^Iph 
Cock,  aldenuan  of  Newcastle,  (familiarly  called  "Cock's  canny  hin- 
nies").  Sir  Mark  was  his  eldest  son.  He  was  nominated  for  a 
knight  of  the  Royal  Oak  on  the  restoration,  and  was  created  a 
baronet,  7th  August,  1661.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  representa- 
tion of  the  county  of  Durham  in  Aug.  1679,  and  polled  671  votes. 
He  died  the  year  after  the  contest,  and  waa  buried  at  Croft,  2d 
July,  1680. — Sharp's  Knts.  of  Durham. 
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1680. — ^About  this  year,  Dean  Sudbury  converted  the  Frater- 
house  or  Monk^s  hall,  into  an  elegant  library  for  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Durham.  Many  Roman  inscriptions  found  in  Northum- 
berland and  Durham,  are  here  deposited,  as  well  as  many  records 
and  curiosities,  and  among  them  a  copy  of  Magna  Gharta,  dated 
12th  November,  1216;  another  dated  11th  February,  1224.  A  MS. 
copy  of  the  bible  in  4  vols,  folio,  600  years  old ;  and  Bedels  five 
books  of  History,  of  the  same  date. — EainiB  Dttr,  Cath. 

1681. — In  South  Shields  church-yard,  on  a  grave  stone,  is  the  fol- 
lowing inscription : — "  Here  lyeth  interred  y*  body  of  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  knight  and  baronett,  sonne  to  y*  earl  of  Abercome,  late 
servant  to  Henrietta  Maria,  y*  late  queen  mother  of  our  soveraigne 
lord  king  Charles  y*  second,  that  now  is  over  England,  &o.,  who  deped 
to  y*  mercy  of  God  y*  28  of  June,  Anno  Dom.  1681.*" — Surtees. 

In  a  curious  book  containing  the  names  and  crimes  of  people  in 
Northumberland,  who  had  incurred  the  punishment  of  excommunica- 
tion, and  were  presented  to  the  consistory  court  of  arches  at  Durham, 
is  the  following : — "Bambrough,  May  21,  1681.  Presented  Thomas 
Anderson,  of  Swinhoe,  for  playing  on  a  bagpipe  before  a  bridegroom 
on  a  Sunday,  and  not  frequenting  the  church,  and  for  not  receiving 
the  holy  sacrament.^ — ^^  Eliz.  Mills  for  scolding  and  drying  fish  on 
the  Lord's  day.*" — Mackenzie's  Northd, 

Aug.  9. — Died,  Robert  Hutton,  of  Houghton-le-Spring,  esq.,  who 
boro  a  captain'^s  commission  of  a  troop  of  horse-guards  in  Cromwell^s 
army.  He  served  through  the  whole  of  the  Scottish  campaign ;  and 
was  with  Monk  at  the  storming  and  plunder  of  Dundee.  After  the 
restoration  he  remained  zealously  attached  to  the  Puritans ;  which 
may  probably  account  for  his  being  buried  in  his  own  orchard,  where 
an  altar-tomb  still  bears  the  following  inscription : 

Hie  jacet  robertus 
hvtton  armiger  qvi 
obiit  avg.  die  none  1680. 
et  moriendo  vivit 
Tradition  assigns  a  more  specific  reason  for  captain  Hutton'*s  choice 
of  a  place  of  burial.     On  the  death  of  his  favourite  charger,  he  re- 
quested permission  from  the  rector  of  Houghton  to  inter  the  animal 
within  the  church-yard,  near  his  own  future  place  of  rest ;  and  on 
being  refused,  buried  the  horse  in  his  orchard,  and  determined  him- 
self to  repose  ne^r  the  remains  of  his  faithful  servant. — Surtees. 

Sept.  14. — Thoresby  in  his  Diary  under  this  date,  speaking  of  Dur- 
ham, says, — "went  to  see  the  abbey,  viewed  the  exceedingly  rich 
copes  and  robes,  was  troubled  to  see  so  much  superstition  remain- 
ing m  protcstant  churches;  ts^rs,  basins,  and  richly  embroidered 
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I.  H.  S.  upon  the  high  altar,  with  tho  picture  of  God  the  father 
like  an  old  man ;  the  Son  aa  a  young  man,  richly  embroidered  upon 
their  copes." 

1681. — In  consequence  of  the  decline  of  Hartlepool,  the  chief  officers 
of  the  customs  were  removed  to  Stockton,  and,  in  1683,  three  free- 
quays  were  appointed  by  a  commission  from  the  exchequer. — Surlnea. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  collectors  at  Stockton : — Sam,  Hodgkius, 
1672.*  John  Eden  occurs  in  167n.  William  Douthwaite,  1690. 
Thomas  Howson,  July  15,  1701.  Peter  Conset,  1716,  resigned  31, 
July,  1746.  Josiah  Corthine,  17+6,  removed  to  Glasgow.  John 
Watson,  19,  Ap.,  1748,  resigned  1764.  Jonathan  Davison,  1764, 
resigned  Jan.  1781.  Robert  Preston,  1781,  ob.  Jan.  25,  1792.  Jo- 
seph Grey,  1792,  ob.  Jan.,  1799.  John  Carr,  1799,  resigned  1817. 
Thomas  Robinson  Grey,  Feb.  6,  1817,  ob.  1833.  John  Moyle,  1833. 
— Sir  C.  Sharp's  Col. 

Dec. — In  this  mounth  of  Deer.,  about  the  18th  day,  appeared  a 
mighty  dreadfull  comet  or  blazing  star,  about  noi^west,  and  continued 
all  winter,  to  the  amazement  of  many  people,  it  being  of  so  great 
length  and  breadth. — Brewster,  from  R.  Stock''e  M8. 

EN  the  year  1681,  Jesus'  Hospital,  commonly  called 
n  the  Town's  Hospital,  situated  in  the  Manors,  oppo- 
site to  the  foot  of  Manor-street,  Newcastle,  was 
founded,  erected,  and  endowed,  at  the  chai^  of 
the  corporation  of  that  town.  This  hospital  was 
icorporated,  March  26th,  1683,  by  tlie  name  of 
I  the  master,  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  Hospital  of 
the  holy  Jesus,  founded  in  the  Manors  in  the  town  and  county  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyno,  for  suppi>rt  of  poor  impotent  people,  being 
freemen,  and  freemen's  widows,  or  their  sons  and  daughters  that  Iiad 
never  been  married,  for  ever.-f-  Bourne's  description  of  the  building 
is  as  follows. — "  It  is  three  stories  high,  and  the  under  story  is  adorn- 
ed with  piazzas,  which  are  about  sixty  yards  in  length,  and  make  a 
very  agreeable  walk.  About  the  middle  of  the  piazzas  is  the  entrance 
into  the  second  and  third  stories,  and  over  against  this  entrance  is  a 
fountain  (very  much  beautified)  for  the  use  of  the  hospital." 

1681  (Sept.  8.) — At  this  time  Tyneiiiouth  castle  wns  in  a  ruinous 
etate  and  maintained  by  a  slender  garrison;  and  the  new  fort  colled 
Clifford's,  fortified  with  thirty  culverins,  and  ten  demi-culverins,  under 
the  government  of  the  carl  of  Newcastle — Tkoreshfs  Diary. 

1682-3  (March  12).— Died,  Anthony  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  the 
city  of  Durltam  in  1654  and  16.56.     He  was  one  of  the  fraternity  of 

*  Surteci.       f  Brand. 
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raercers,  and  mayor  of  Durham  in  1657.  He  voted  with  those  who 
wished  that  the  crown  and  title  of  king  should  be  offered  to  Cromwell. 
He  is  styled  in  various  publications  of  the  day,  an  alderman,  master 
of  an  hospital,  and  a  registrar  of  marriages,  worth  <£*200  per  annum. 
He  appears  as  a  magistrate  of  the  county  in  1658. — Sharp's  Burg. 
o/Dur. 

1682  (April  26-27). — There  was  a  great  flood  in  the  river  Wear, 
at  Durham. — Surtees. 

May  6. — The  first  day  that  men  and  women  servants  presented 
themselves  to  be  hired  in  Durham  market, — Ibid, 

The  following  entry  occurs  in  the  parish  register  of  Ryton,  Dur- 
ham:— "William  Silvertop,  of  Blaydon  (&  17  more) — ^these 
eighteen  were  drowned,  bur.  28  May,  1682."" — Chron,  Mir, 

November  20. — A  great  wind  blew  in  one  half  of  a  window  in  the 
the  west  end  of  the  cathedral  at  Durham. — Bee^s  Diary. 

About  the  year  1682,  that  enterprising  genius,  sir  Ambrose  Craw- 
ley, fixed  upon  Sunderland,  with  an  intention  of  establishing  his 
manufactory;  but  the  situation  not  answering  his  expectations,  he  was 
induced  in  1690,  to  transplant  his  Cyclopean  colony  to  Swalwell,  about 
four  miles  above  Newcastle,  where  it  still  remains.  A  stone  in  the 
mill-dam  is  dated  1691.  In  1705,  a  chapel  capable  of  holding  300 
persons  was  built  at  Winlaton,  for  the  use  of  the  workmen;  schools 
too  were  established,  and  a  code  of  laws  drawn  up,  which  in  a  great 
measure  superseded  the  general  laws  of  the  land,  and  became  locally 
established.  Sir  John  Anvil,  in  the  Spectator,  No.  299,  is  said  to  be 
sir  Ambrose  Crowley.  The  following  advertisement  from  the  Post 
Boy,  No.  510,  is  quoted  in  a  very  rare  pamphlet  entitled  "The  Mis- 
chief of  the  Five  ShiUing  Tax  upon  Coal,  1669.''— "Mr.  Crowley  at 
the  Doublet  in  Thames  Street,  London,  ironmonger,  doth  hereby  give 
Notice,  that  at  his  Works  at  Winlaton,  near  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
any  good  Workman  that  can  make  the  following  Goods,  shall  have  con- 
stant Implo\Tnent,  and  their  Wages  every  week  punctually  paid,  (viz.) 
Augers,  Bedscrews,  Box  and  Sad-irons,  Chains,  Edge-Tooles,  Files, 
Hammers,  Hinges,  Hows  for  the  Plantations,  Locks,  especially  Ho- 
Locks,  Nailes,  Patten  Rings,  and  almost  all  other  sorts  of  Smith''s 
Ware.*" — Surtees. 

1682. — The  alms-houses  "for  the  convenient  lodging  of  poor  impo- 
tent persons  belonging  to  the  township  of  Stockton,"  were  erected 
about  this  year  by  several  munificent  benefactors. — Ibid, 

1683  (Jan.  25). — A  son  and  two  daughters  of  John  and  Margaret 
Brass,  living  near  Ferryhill,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  were  murder- 
ed by  Andrew  Mills,  their  father's  servant,  when  the  parents  were 
from  home.     This  strange  tragedy  seems  to  have  originated  neithel 
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in  revenge  nor  avarice,  nor  in  any  of  the  common  springs  of  hmnan 
passion,  but  was  probably  acted  under  the  unresisted  influence  of  a 
sudden  insane  impulse.  According  to  tradition,  MiUs,  previous  to  the 
fact  was  esteemed  a  quiet  unoffending  lad,  yet,  it  is  generally  added, 
of  somewhat  deranged  or  deficient  intellect,  and  it  is  said  that  he  had 
shewn  particular  attachment  to  the  youngest  victim  of  his  mad  parox- 
ysm. The  master  and  mistress  of  the  house  were  absent  on  a  Christ- 
mas visit,  and  Mills  was  left  at  home  with  the  younger  family.  Ac- 
cording to  the  murderer^s  own  confession  (and  on  this  point  no  other 
evidence  could  be  had),  neither  provocation  nor  cause  of  quarrel  had 
arisen;  and  he  persisted  to  the  last  in  stating,  that  he  had  acted  on 
an  immediate  suggestion  of  the  enemy,  who,  according  to  some  accounts 
appeared  to  him  bodily.  The  eldest  girl  struggled  with  him  for  some 
time,  and  he  did  not  murder  her  till  after  he  had  broken  her  arm, 
which  she  had  placed  as  a  bolt  to  secure  the  door  of  the  inner  chamber, 
where  the  younger  children  were  sleeping.  He  then  entered  that  in- 
ner room,  murdered  the  younger  girl  with  the  blow  of  an  axe  as  she 
slept,  and  was  it  seems,  leaving  the  house,  when  a  voice  or  impulse  fell 
on  him,  bidding  him  return  and  spare  none:  he  went  back,  dragged 
the  youngest  child  from  beneath  the  bed,  and  completed  his  bloody 
business.  He*made  no  attempt  to  escape,  but  remained  amongst  his 
bleeding  victims,  and  awaited  the  return  of  the  miserable  parents. 
Mills  was  executed  on  the  15th  of  August,  1683,  on  what  was  then  a 
common  by  the  road  side,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Ferryhill, 
in  full  view  of  the  scene  of  his  murder;  and  was  afterwards  hung  in 
chains.  A  portion  of  the  gibbet,  or  as  it  was  called  Andrew  Mills* 
stoh,  remained  a  few  years  ago,  but  the  spot  is  now  ploughed  and  in- 
closed. The  eldest  daughter,  who  was  about  to  be  married,  was  20 
years  of  age,  the  son  18  years,  and  the  youngest  daughter  11.  Mills 
was  about  18  or  19  years  of  age.  To  commemorate  this  horrid  tra- 
gedy, an  altar  tomb  was  erected  in  Merrington  church  yard,  which 
was  restored  by  subscription  in  1789. — Surtees. 

1683. — So  recently  as  the  year  annexed,  disputes  about  the 
boundary  between  England  and  Scotland  were  generally  settled,  not 
by  an  appeal  to  the  courts  of  law,  but  by  force  of  arms.  These  petty 
warfares  were  not  unfrequently  productive  of  bloodshed,  and  kept  up 
for  a  considerable  time  a  spirit  of  animosity,  hatred,  and  jealousy, 
among  the  borderers,  of  which  we  can  form  but  an  inadequate  idea 
at  the  present  day.  We  transcribe  from  an  unpublished  manuscript, 
written  about  the  year  1683  an  account  of  the  preparations  made  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed  to  repel  an  expected  attack 
on  the  part  of  the  Scots,  which  although  it  was  not  attended  with 
the  melancholy  consequences  to  which  we  have  just  alluded,  will  serve 
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to  give  our  readers  a  lively  picture  of  the  manners  of  that  age : — 
"  On  the  10th  of  May  1683  the  tenant  of  Newmilne,  belonging  to 
the  towne  of  Barwicke  gave  information  that  the  lord  Hume  and 
other  of  the  Scotch  gentlemen,  our  neighbours,  did  this  present  day 
intend  to  be  att  the  New  Milne  aforesaid,  by  tenn  of  the  clock  in  the 
morninge ;  and  that  they  had  summoned  their  tenants  to  be  then  and 
there  present,  alsoe  to  assist  in  the  breaking  downe  and  demolishing 
the  dam  of  the  said  New  Milne :  and  that  the  lord  Boss  his  Bailiff 
of  Foulden,  had  given  out  in  speeches  that  he  was  desired  to  summon 
the  said  lord  Ross  his  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  Foulden  barronry 
to  be  then  and  there  aiding  and  assisting  them,  also  for  better  effec- 
ting the  same,  and  that  the  said  Bailiff  replyed,  that  he  would  not 
summon  any  person  till  he  had  the  lord  of  Ross  his  order.  Where- 
upon it  was  agreed  by  the  townsmen,  that  att  the  ringing  of  a  bell, 
they  would  be  ready  to  ride  and  goe  out  to  the  said  milne,  to  prevent 
the  Scotts  in  their  sayd  desygne,  and  to  know  the  reason  why  they 
will,  in  such  hostile  and  tumultuous  manner,  invade  our  bounds  and 
liberties,  to  do  any  such  unlawful  act.  Accordingly,  there  was  a  bell 
rung,  and  in  an  hour^s  time,  nigh  three  hundred  people  on  horse  and 
foote  were  gathered  together  considerably  around  with  swords,  pistoles, 
firelocks,  fouling  pieces,  and  other  arms,  fitt  to  resist  the  ryot  of  the 
scotch,  and  marched  out  to  the  New  Milne  with  Mr.  Mayor,  and  the 
Crovemor  of  the  Garrison,  viz  : — Captain  Wallace  and  the  Serjeants 
with  their  halberts,  and  constables  with  their  staves  going  before  them. 
And  when  they  came  to  the  Milne  they  pitched  their  camp  then,  and 
nae  doubt  butt  they  were  well  disciplined^  and  some  of  them  had 
weapons  suitable^  viz : — rusty  old  swords,  and  pistolls  tmfixed  Sf-e.  and 
continued  about  three  or  four  hours  on  the  banks  and  about  the 
Milne,  till  there  was  nae  apperance  of  the  Scotch  comeing,  and  sae 
they  returned  home  againe  without  any  ingagement:  and  Charles 
Jackson  and  William  Couttie,  in  the  time  the  towne's  people  were 
out,  went  to  the  bell  tower,  and  by  way  of  diversion,  rung  the  alarum 
bell  there,  as  if  it  had  been  a  greate  invasion  to  be  made.  But,  how- 
ever, I  am  persuaded,  many  of  the  Barwick  men,  especially  such  as 
had  formerly  been  soldiers,  went  with  a  resolution  to  fight  the  Scotch 
if  they  had  offered  violence,  butt,  noe  Scotch  comeing,  they  were  frus- 
trated of  their  designe.  "I  (adds  the  author)  was  one  of  the  fond 
party,  and  made  upp  the  number  with  my  sworde  and  pistoU.  The 
reason  why  the  Scotch  doe  soe  mollest  the  towne's  milne  is  because 
they  imagine  it  stops  the  salmon  fish  to  come  to  them,  butt  one  of  tho 
Scotch  lairds,  that  was  more  moderate,  said  he  could  not  say  that  it 
did  hinder  him  of  one  fish,  and  that  he  did  not  take  still  as  many  as 
before  the  milne  was  sett  upp.**^    The  plan  of  the  fortification  may 
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still  be  traced ;  they  seem  to  have  consisted  of  five  revetted  bastions, 
with  double  retired  flanks,  casements  and  cavaliers :  but  the  ditch  is 
very  shallow,  and  has  either  never  been  revetted,  or  the  counter  fort  is 
now  ruined  or  obliterated.  The  ruins  of  the  old  Scots  fortification, 
and  of  a  very  extensive  castle,  are  still  observable. — Border  Tour, 

1683  (August  3). — The  Assizes  begun  at  Durham,  and  such  an 
inundation  of  watter  y*  y®  Judges  were  forcet  to  come  down  Gillygate, 
and  came  in  about  8  at  night,  and  read  their  commission.  Judges 
names  Jones  and  Strut. — Bees  Diary. 

September  15. — There  was  a  man,  a  glasier  by  traid,  came  from 
Gateshead,  that  stood  in  the  pillory  in  Durham  about  one  hour  and 

one  half,  his  name  was  Simpson,  for  taking  a  brib  from  one a 

quaker. — Ihid. 

Two  men  fought  a  prize  in  y*  new  place,  [Durham]  upon  a  stage, 
Swainston  and  Wood,  but  Wood  wounded  Swainston,  with  back 
sword,  although  Swainston  got  the  better. — Ihid. 

1683-4. — Was  a  most  terrable  frost  and  much  snow,  which  began 
about  the  end  of  November,  and  continued  till  about  the  middle  of 
February.  In  this  frost  there  was  a  tent  built  on  the  Tees,  and  a 
whole  sheep  roasted  upon  it. — Brewster^  from  Stock'' s  MS, 

1684. — In  the  beginning  of  this  year  it  was  signified  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle,  that  the  king  expected  a  surrender  of  their 
charter,  which  was  to  be  renewed  on  condition  that  the  mayor,  recor- 
der, sheriff,  and  town-clerk,  might  be  always  in  the  king's  power  to 
appoint  or  confirm.  The  charter  of  confirmation  granted  by  king 
Charles  II.,  in  consequence  of  the  above  surrender,  reached  Newcastle 
on  the  13th  February  1685,  two  days  after  the  proclaiming  of  king 
James  II. — Brand. 

July. — Died,  Thomas  Featherstonhaugh,  of  Stanhope  haJl,  esq., 
representative  of  the  very  ancient  family  of  that  name  seated  at  Stan- 
hope from  the  reign  of  king  Stephen.  He  married  Anne,  daughter 
of  John,  and  sister  of  sir  James  Glavering,  bart.,  and  represented 
the  county  of  Durham  in  parliament  in  1679  and  1680.  He  was 
buried  at  Stanhope,  30th  July,  1684. — Sharp's  Knts.  o/Dur. 

August  25. — This  year,  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Durham  waa 
surrendered  to  bishop  Crewe,  by  the  mayor  and  a  majority  of  the 
aldermen  and  privy  council.  March  7, 1685,  the  bishop  granted  a  new 
charter,  but  the  surrender  being  deemed  invalid,  the  old  charter 
was  again  acted  on. — Surtees. 

September  9. — There  was  a  general  muster  of  the  train  bands  of 
the  bishopric  of  Durham. — Ibid, 

September  28. — Died,  John  Bichardson,  senior,  maltman  and  tan- 
ner, in  Framwelgate,  departed  this  life,   being  Sunday  this  year^ 
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being  excommunicated  and  buried  in  his  own  garden,  at  Catorhouse, 
near  Durham  ;  being  denied  by  the  Bpp.  to  bury  him  in  the  church,  it 
being  his  desire.  The  grave  was  opened  in  the  quire  but  shut  up 
again  by  orders  as  above,  buried,  the  29th.  The  identical  grave 
stone  still  remains  there,  but  a  garden  wall  having  been  built  upon  it, 
a  part  only  of  the  inscription  is  legible. 

parted  this  life 
September  anno 
iEtates  suee.  Bees  Diary. 

1684?. — Under  this  year,  the  following  entry  occurs  in  Gateshead 
parish  books.     "For  carrying  26  quakers  to  Durham,  £2.  ITs.**' 

A  marvellous  escape  from  destruction  is  related  in  the  M  S.  Life  of 
Alderman  Barnes. — "One  of  his  brother-in-law*'s  (Alderman  Hutchin- 
son'^s)  apprentices,  stepping  up  into  the  back-lofts  to  fetch  somewhat 
he  wanted,  in  his  heedlessness  and  haste,  stops  his  candle  into  a  barrel 
of  gun -powder  whose  head  was  struck  off,  to  serve  instead  of  a  candle- 
stick. But  the  man  reflecting  what  he  had  done,  wa«  struck  with 
affrightment,  his  heart  failed  him,  nor  durst  he  stay  any  longer,  but 
running  down  stairs,  leaves  the  candle  burning  in  the  gun-powdor  cask, 
and  wdth  horror,  trembling,  and  despair,  tells  the  family  what  indiscre- 
tion he  had  committed;  they  were  all  immediately  at  their  wits'*  end, 
and  well  they  might,  for  the  lofts  were  three  stories  high,  very  large, 
and  stowed  full  with  whatever  is  combustible,  as  brandy,  oil,  pitch,  tar, 
rosin,  flax,  alum,  hops,  and  many  barrels  of  gunpowder.  Had  the 
candle  fallen  to  a  side,  or  had  the  least  spark  fallen  from  the  snuff 
into  the  cask,  the  whole  town  had  been  shaken,  and  the  lower  part  of 
it  had  been  immediately  blown  up  and  in  a  blaze;  but  one  of  the  la- 
bourers, a  stout  fellow,  run  forthwith  into  the  loft,  and  joining  both 
his  hands  together,  drew  the  candle  softly  up  between  his  middlemost 
fingers,  so  that  if  any  snuff  had  dropped,  it  must  have  fallen  into  the 
the  hollow  of  the  man'^s  hand,  and  by  this  means  was  Newcastle  saved 
from  being  laid  in  ashes.**^  This  must  have  happened  about  the  year 
IQ^ii.— Brand, 

1684-5  (Jan.  1). — Died,  colonel  William  Blackiston,  of  Old  Mal- 
ton,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  of  Pidding  Hall  Garth,  county  of 
Durham.  He  was  son  of  William  Blackiston,  of  Newton,  near  Dur- 
ham, of  the  ancient  family  of  Blackiston,  in  the  same  county.  He 
represented  the  city  of  Durham  in  parliament  in  1679. — Sharp's 
Burg,  of  Dur. 

1684-5  (Jan.  17). — Departed  this  life  John  Borrow,  (of  Durham) 
and  'twas  reported  y*  he  see  a  coach  drawn  by  6  swine,  all  black, 
and  a  black  man  satt  upon  cotch  box  ;  he  fell  sick  upon^t  and  dyed, 
and  of  his  death  several!  apparations  appeared  aftor. — Bee's  Diary. 
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BABnARD  Castli. 

1684-5  (Feb.  18). — King  James  proclaimed  at  Barnard  castle. 
Only  three  juisticeB,  sir  William  Bowes,  Mr.  William  Robinson,  and 
myself;  several  gentlemen  hod  a  dinner  at  Blagrave's  and  spent 
towards  £20. ;  two  tnirapetera  with  silver  trumpets,  and  four  drums. 
^Surtees,/rom  8and«rson^i  Diary. 

1685, — A  man  named  John  Omsby  stood  an  hour  in  the  pillory  at 
Durham  for  perjury, — Local  Bee. 

The  present  neat  and  convenient  church  of  St.  Mary-le-bow,  Dur- 
ham, was  opened  for  divine  aorvice.  The  old  church  had  laid  in 
ruins,  and  without  any  celebration  of  divine  service  for  half  a  century. 
— Surteet. 

1686  (Jan.  5).— The  common-council  of  Newcastle  were  removed, 
and  new  ones  elected  in  obedience  to  a  mandate  of  king  James  II., 
dated  Whitehall,  Deo.  15,  \Q^5.— Brand. 

This  year,  Berwick  became  the  ducal  title  of  James  Fitz  James 
natural  son  of  king  James  II.,  of  England,  whom  he  created  duke 
of  Berwick.  He  also  created  him  earl  of  Tynemouth. — MoWt  Engd. 
^  Wales. 

June  28. — Died,  at  Doctors'  Commons,  London,  sir  Richard  Lloyd, 
knt.  L.  L.  D.  M.  P.  for  the  city  of  Durham  in  the  years  1679, 1680, 
and  1685.  He  was  son  of  Andrew,  and  grandson  of  Richard  Lloyd, 
of  Aston,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  spiritual  chancellor  to  Nathaniel 
lord  Crewe,  bishop  of  Durham,  afterwards  judge  of  the  admiralty. — 
Sharp's  Bvrg.  of  Dvr. 

The  following    entry  occurs  in  the  parish    register    of    Bishop 
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Weannouth. — ^^  Elizabeth  the  wife,  Richard  the  son  &  Alice  the 
daughter  of  Tho.  Thompson,  of  Wearmouth — ^they  were  all  three 
burnt  to  death  in  his  house  that  day — bur.  2  July,  1686.'' — 
CAran.  Mir. 

"Alice  Baity,  a  poor  wid.  about  100  years  old,  bur.  July,  1686,'' 
at  Hexham. — Ibid, 

1686  and  1687. — King  James  II,  sent  two  letters  to  the  hoastmen 
of  Newcastle,  requiring  them  by  the  first,  to  enfranchise  sir  William 
Creagh,  knt.,  and  by  the  second,  to  make  him  free  of  their  society  in 
the  most  ample  manner.  They  received  several  mandates  from  the 
same  king  to  enfranchise  John  and  Thomas  Errington  of  Beaufront, 
in  Northumberland,  gentlemen.  They  were  all  disfranchised  after 
James'  abdication. — Brand 

1687  (June  30). — Sir  WiDiam  Creagh,  knt.,  a  zealous  Boman 
catholic,  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation  of  New- 
castle, in  consequence  of  a  mandate  from  king  James  II.,  dated  May 
31, 16S7.— Ibid. 

This  year,  the  white  cross  in  Newcastle  is  dqscribed  as  almost  quite 
demolished  and  fallen  down.  There  were  orders  for  the  then  town 
surveyor  to  rebuild  it  with  steps  and  other  conveniences.  Mention  is 
made  of  this  cross  so  early  as  the  year  1410. — Ibid. 

A  plain  cross  in  the  village  of  Ash,  or  Eshe,  in  the  county  of  Dur* 
ham,  is  inscribed  I.  H.  S.,  and  on  the  other  side,  1687.  Ash  haU, 
the  deserted  seat  of  the  Smythes,  fronts  the  south,  a  long  irregular 
building,  with  a  projecting  porch  and  dormer  windows.  The  best 
apartments  open  into  a  gloomy  court,  where  the  view  of  the  vale  is 
intercepted  by  a  parallel  line  of  offices  and  stabling:  a  chamber 
on  the  highest  story  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  domestic  chapel.  From 
two  shields  of  arms  on  the  gateway  of  the  court  yard  it  may  be 
presumed  that  the  house  was  built  by  sir  Edward,  the  first  baronet, 
after  1660.  A  grove  of  old  gentlemanly  sycamores  still  shadows 
the  hall. — Surtees. 

This  year,  the  house  of  sir  Thomas  Haggerston,  bart.,  in  Berwick 
of  which  he  was  then  governor,  was  burnt  down,  when  most  of  the  an- 
cient deeds  and  writings  belonging  to  the  family,  were  destroyed. — 
Mackenzie's  Northd. 

1688  (Jan.  3.). — Sir  William  Creagh,  knt.,  was,  by  mandamus 
from  the  king,  dated  at  Whitehall,  Dec.  24,  1687,  elected  mayor  of 
Newcastle,  and  Samuel  Gill,  his  sheriff.  By  this  mandate,  John 
Squire,  mayor,  and  William  Bamsay,  sheriff,  who  had  been  duly  elected, 
were  removed. — Bra/nd. 

January  4. — Died  at  the  city  of  Durham,  Mrs.  Hutchinson, 
aged  103. — lAkcal  Bee. 
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VERY  fulsome  addreBa  was  signed  on  the  16th 
of  January,  1688,  not  only  by  sir  William 
Creagh,  knt.,  then  mayor  of  Newcastle,  and 
by  the  other  aldermen  of  that  town  that  were 
Roman  catholics,  but  by  some  others  of  the 
magistracy  who  were  dissenters;  but  it  was  not 
presented  to  the  king,  having  been  over-ruled 
by  a  majority  of  the  common-council.  On 
the  accession  of  king  James  II.,  the  magi- 
stracy of  Neweaatle  were  composed  of  Roman 
catholics  and  protestaats,  confonnists  and  non-confonuists  ;  the  cap, 
he  mace,  and  the  sword,  were  one  day  carried  to  the  church,  another 
day  to  the  Roman  catholic  chapel,  and  on  a  third  to  the  dtasenting 
meeting-house. — Brand.  "^^H^^if^ 

1688  (Feb.  11). — This  year,  a  writ  of  qw>  vmrranto  was  served 
upon  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  and  on  the  8th  of  March  following,  a 
surrender  of  the  charter  of  that  town  was  sealed  under  the  common- 
seal,  and  signed  by  sir  IVilliam  Creagh,  knt,,  mayor,  eight  aldermen, 
the  sheriff,  and  fourteen  of  the  common  council. — Ibid. 

King  James  II.,  between  the  9th  of  June  and  the  22d  of  Septem- 
ber, appears  to  have  granted  a  new  charter  to  Newcastle,  which  how- 
ever, the  subsequent  order  of  council  and  proclamation  of  that  king, 
dated  October  17  following,  soon  cancelled  and  made  void.  Thus 
again  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  emancipated  from  the  shackles  of 
a  government  founded  on  principles  of  the  most  despotic  tyranny, 
recovered  its  ancient  liberty  in  the  choice  of  its  own  officers  and 
magistrates,  and  immediately  exercised  that  liberty  by  appointing  a 
new  set  of  them. — lUd. 

A  little  before  the  revolution  there  was  erected  before  the  excha,nge, 
in  the  midst  of  the  Sandhill,  Newcastle,  a  most  beautiful  equestrian 
statue  of  king  James  II.,  cast  in  copper,  of  the  size  of  the  famous 
equestrian  statue  of  Charles  I.,  at  Charing-cross,  London.  The  horse 
Bt<H}i  raised  upon  its  hind  feet.  The  king  wa«  cloathed  in  a  coat  of 
mail,  booted  and  gauntteted ;  by  his  side  hung  a  Roman  flaming 
sword ;  his  right  hand  held  the  truncheon,  his  left  the  bridle ;  down 
his  breast  hung  the  George  by  the  collar  of  his  coronation ;  on  his 
head,  a  nig,  and  round  his  temples,  a  wreath  of  laurel.  The  statue 
was  raised  upon  a  pedestal  of  white  Italian  marble,  fourteen  feet  from 
the  base,  which  was  of  black  marble  polished.  On  the  dexter  side  of 
the  pedestal  was  curiously  carved,  in  basso  relievo,  all  the  trophies  of 
war  surrounding  the  king's  name,  &c.  On  the  sinister  side  was  carv- 
ed the  town''s  arms,  the  names  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  sheriff. 
On  the  ends  was  the  representation  of  a  sea-fight,  and  the  whole  sui^ 
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roonded  with  iron  palisadoes.  It  was  the  work  of  Mr.  William  Lar- 
son, was  approved  of  by  sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  cost  the  town 
«£*800.  sterling.  In  November,  1688,  when  the  town  received  the 
lord  Lumley,  and  declared  for  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  a  free  parlia- 
ment, this  statue  was  demolished  by  the  mob,  who  dragged  the  statue 
and  its  horse  upon  the  quay,  and  turned  them  over  into  the  river. 
This  statue  was  afterwards  cast  into  a  set  of  bells,  as  appears  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  common-council  books: — "April  1,  1695, 
All  Saints'*  parish  humbly  requests  the  metal  of  the  statue  (of  Jamea 
II.,  on  ^  Sandhill),  towards  the  repair  of  their  bells.'"*  St.  Andrews'* 
parish  made  a  similar  request.  "  Ordered,  that  All  Saints'  have  the 
metal  belonging  to  the  horse  of  the  said  statue,  except  a  leg  thereof, 
which  must  go  towards  the  casting  of  a  new  bell  for  St.  Andrew'^s 
parish.'*^  A  print  of  this  statue  was  published,  price  ds.,  at  Newcastle, 
by  Joseph  Barber,  music  and  copper-plate  printer.  Mr.  Barber's 
proposals  for  this  print  were  circulated  in  June  1742;  and  its  being 
ready  for  delivery,  was  announced  by  advertisement,  February  19, 
1743.  ♦ 

Inscription  upon  the  Pedestal 

James   the  II. 

By  the  Grace  of  God^ 

of  Great  Britain^ 

France  and  Ireland^ 

King^  Defender  of  tits  Faith^ 

Sir  William  Creagh^  Knight^ 

Mayor^ 

Baanuel  Gill^  Esq.^ 

Sheriffs 

1688. 

The  preceding  account  is  chiefly  gleaned  from  Bourne  and  Brand, 

the  Newcastle  historians.     There  are  strong  grounds  however,  for 

supposing  that  the  statue  had  never  been  put  up.f     The  only  entries 

*  **  This  day  is  published,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  subscribers,  dedicated  to 
Joho  Simpson,  esq.,  mayor,  and  the  recorder,  aldermen,  and  sheriff,  &c.,  of  Newcastle,  by 
Joseph  Barber,  copper-plate  printer,  in  Uunible's  buildings,  Newcastle,  being  just  arrived 
from  London,  the  curiuus  copper-plate  print  of  the  eque$itrian  statue  of  king  James  II., 
(printed  on  two  large  sheets  of  Genoa  pHper)  which  was  erected  on  the  Sandhill,  and  de- 
stroyed at  the  revolution  by  a  furious  mob.  Taken  from  an  original  painting  and  illus- 
trated with  near  200  coats  of  arms,  neatly  engraved,  being  the  arms  of  such  of  the  sub« 
scribers  as  came  to  hand  in  time."  These  arms,  which  were  on  the  sides  of  the  plate, 
after  the  subscription  copies  were  taken  off,  were  cut  from  it,  aikd  sold  at  2s.  6d.  each, 
together,  with  one  hundred  impressions,  *'for  pasting  on  the  inside  of  books." 

f  See  *'Some  account  of  the  Bronze  Statue  of  Ji^mes  11.,**  &&,  by  Mr.  John  Bell. — 
Arcboologia  ^liana,  vol.  2. 

2t 


322  LOCAL   HISTOBIAN^S  [a.  B.  1688. 

in  the  books  of  the  oorporation  of  Newcoatle  of  disbursemente  made 
on  this  head,  amounting  to  little  more  than  £110.  are  on  account  of 
the  statue  alone ;  no  payment  whatever  occurs  for  either  the  marble 
pedestal  on  which  it  represented  to  have  stood  or  the  iron  palisadoes ; 
or  for  the  charges  which  would  necessarily  be  incurred  in  its  erection. 
From  these  circumstances  and  the  distracted  state  of  the  country  at 
the  period,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  may  have  remained  on  the 
quay,  where  it  hod  been  landed  only  a  short  time  previous  to  the  dis- 
turbances in  November,  1688,  when  its  contiguity  to  the  river  would 
readily  suggest  to  the  mob  the  idea  of  overturning  it  into  the  water. 
The  date,  1685,  in  the  inscription  is  clearly  an  error,  as  sir  William 
Creagh  was  not  appointed  mayor  of  the  town  until  January  3rd, 
1687-8. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


HIS  year  the  meeting-house  belonging  t^ 
the  Hociety  of  friends,  at  Sunderland,  was 
demolished,  and  the  interior  consumed  by 
a  lawless  rabble,  as  appears  by  the  follow- 
ing : — "Anno  1688 — At  Sunderland,  on  the 
20th  of  December,  between  eight  and  ten 

at   night,   W S ,   W H , 

and  G S ,  masters  and  mariners; 

E R ,   and  J M ,  fitters, 

all  of  that  town,  broke  two  looks,  entered  the  meeting-bouse,  then  the 
copyhold  estate  of  William  Maud,  pulled  out  a  form  and  went  away. 
About  one  of  the  clock  the  same  night,  they  returned  with  a  rabble 
of  boys  and  the  baser  sort  of  the  people,  and  broke  open  the  house 
again,  pulled  up  and  burnt  the  floors,  doors,  and  windows,  seat« 
and  roof   of  the   house,  totally    demoUshing   it  before   eight   next 

morning.     About  which  time   the  said  W S ,  marched  in 

front  of  the  rabble  with  his  sword  by  his  side,  when  they  broke  the 
windows  of  several  houses  of  the  people  called  quakere  as  they 
passed  the  streets." — Local  Jtec. 

High  street  chapel  [Presbyterian],  Stockton,  founded.  The  regi- 
ster of  baptisms  (127),  extending  from  1688  to  1779  and  from 
1779  to  1836.— ^ep.  o/ Pari.  Com. 

IfiSS  (April  24).— Upon  Wednesday  night,  the  24th  of  Ap.  there 
happened  a  vehement  fire  in  the  stable  of  Jane  Swainston,  which 
burnt  the  stable  and  4  raire  horses,  and  a  saddle,  and  what  belong 
to  it  cost  40  pound  of  a  captaine's  and  his  men,  who  came  with 
him  to  lodge  there  but  that  night — it  come  by  one  Mr.  Bewick, 
which  carried  a  candle  to  see  the  horses,  who  himself  struggled  with 
the  fire  till  he  was  so  burnt  that  he  died  within  three  or  four  daye 
after,  but  the  mercy  of  God  was  great,  being  a  sweet  calm  night,  if 
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it  had  blown,  many  houses  would  certainly  have  been  burnt,  being  the 
throngest  part  of  the  town  [  Stockton  ]. — Brewster^  from  Stocks  MS, 

1689  (July  29). — Monday,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  sudden 
and  terrible  fire  did  break  forth  at  the  towne  of  Morpeth,  which  by 
reason  of  the  fierceness  thereof,  within  the  space  of  three  hours  burnt 
down  and  consumed  the  dwelling  houses,  kilns,  bams,  stables  and 
out-houses  of  about  fifty  of  the  inhabitants.  The  damage  was  esti- 
mated at  upwards  of  cf  3,530, — Northd,  Sessions  Books. 

December  20. — A  figure  of  a  comet  appeared,  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  after  four  at  night : — The  first  appearance  was  in  y*  form 
of  a  half  moone,  very  firie,  and  afterwards  did  change  itselfe  to  a  firye 
sword  and  run  westward. — Bees  Diary. 

This  year  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  for  establishing  a  court 
of  conscience  at  Newcastle,  and  in  the  reign  of  King  George  II.  it 
was  ordered  that  after  the  1st  of  January,  1755,  it  should  be  a  public 
act. — Statutes  at  Large. 

Three  great  floods  of  water  in  Durham,  about  St.  Luke  day, 
which  exceeded  all  y*  floods  that  had  been  there  for  many  years. 
— Bee's  Diary. 

1690  (January). — At  the  quarter  sessions  at  Durham,  "  The 
justice's  resolved  to  give  their  wages  towards  procuring  a  plate  or 
plates  to  be  run  for  upon  Durham  Moor ;  and  Mr.  Mayor,  chairman 
of  the  quarter  sessions,  was  desired  to  communicate  the  same 
resolution  to  the  bishop  of  Durham.  Signed,  George  Morland, 
and  nine  others.'' — Surtees. 

May  12. — ^Died,  Mr.  John  Rushworth,  author  of  the  "  Historical 
Collections."  He  was  a  native  of  Northumberland,  and  bom  about 
the  year  1607.  After  studying  some  time  at  Oxford,  he  entered 
himself  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  became  a  barrister.  But  being  fond 
of  state  aflairs,  he  constantly  attended  the  councils  and  coiirts, 
and,  during  the  civil  war,  travelled  in  pursuit  of  information.  He 
was  assistant  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was  frequently 
employed  in  carrj'ing  the  most  important  addresses  and  messages  to 
the  king  while  at  York.  When  his  relation,  sir  Thomas  Fairfax, 
was  in  1643,  appointed  general  of  the  parliament  forces,  he  was  made 
his  secretary.  On  the  14th  of  March,  1652,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle.  In  1677,  sir  Orlando 
Bridgman,  lord-keeper  of  the  great  seal,  appointed  him  his  secretary. 
He  served  in  five  parliaments  for  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  Many  were 
the  opportunities  he  had  of  enriching  himself,  but  either  though  care- 
lessness or  extravagance,  he  never  became  master  of  any  considerable 
possessions.  He  dragged  out  the  last  six  years  of  his  life  a  prisoner 
for  debt,  in  the  King's  Bench,  where  he  died,  about  83  years  of  age, 
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and  was  buried  behind  the  pulpit  in  St.  George^s  church,  Southwark. 
He  had  several  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  married  to  sir  Francis 
Vane. — Biog.  Brit.  S^c» 

1691  (July  26). — Henry  Cavendish,  duke  of  Newcastle,  died, 
and  having  left  no  male  issue,  that  honour  became  extinct  in  the  male 
line  of  the  family,  but  John  Holies,  earl  of  Clare,  who  had  married 
Margaret  Cavendish,  his  third  daughter,  was  promoted  to  the  dig- 
nity of  marquis  of  Clare  and  duke  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. — Magna 
Britannia. 

August  26. — Sir  John  Duck,  bart.,  departed  this  life,  being  Wed- 
nesday at  night,  and  was  buried  upon  Monday  after,  being  the  31st 
of  August.  The  wealthiest  burgess  on  the  civic  annals  of  Durham. 
Of  sir  John^s  birth,  parentage,  and  education,  the  two  first  have 
hitherto  remained  veiled  in  impenetrable  obscurity ;  as  to  the  third, 
he  was  bred  a  butcher  under  John  Heslop,  in  defiance  of  the  trade 
and  mystery  of  butchers,  in  whose  books  a  record  still  exists,  warning 
Jo^n  Heslopp  that  he  forbear  to  sett  John  Ducie  on  toorle  in  the  trade 
of  a  htUcher.  John  Duck  however  grew  rich,  married  the  daughter 
of  his  benefactor,  and  was  created  a  baronet  by  James  II.  He  built 
a  splendid  mansion  in  Silver  street,  where  a  pannel  still  exists  record- 
ing his  happy  rise  to  fortune.  The  baronet,  then  humble  Duck,  cast 
out  by  the  butchers,  stands  near  a  bridge  in  an  attitude  of  despon- 
dency ;  in  the  air  is  seen  a  raven  bearing  in  his  bill  a  piece  of  silver, 
which  according  to  tradition  fell  at  the  feet  of  the  lucky  John,  and  was 
naturally  calculated  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  his  mind.  He 
bought  a  calf,  which  calf  became  a  cow,  and  which  cow  being  sold 
enabled  John  to  make  further  purchase  in  cattle,  and  from  such  slen- 
der beginnings,  to  realize  a  splendid  fortune.  On  the  right  of  the 
picture  is  a  view  of  his  mansion  in  Silver  street,  and  he  seems  to 
point  at  another,  which  is  presumed  to  be  the  hospital  he  endowed  at 
Lumley.  He  died  without  issue,  and  was  buried  at  St.  MargaretX 
where  his  wife,  Pia Prudens Felix,  lies  buried  beside  him. 

On  Duck  the  Batchers  shut  the  door ; 
But  Heslop's  daughter  Johnny  wed  : 
In  mortgage  rich,  in  offspring  poor, 
Nor  son  nor  daughter  crown'd  his  bed. 

Bee'^s  Diary. 
This  year,  the  mansion-house,  in  the  Close,  (late  the  official  resi- 
dence of  the  mayors  of  Newcastle),  was  begun  to  be  built,  and  cost 
the  corporation  in  building  d&6,000,  besides  the  furniture. — Brand. 

1692  (July  12). — Mention  occurs  of  "  a  cross  at  the  Flesh- 
market,''  Newcastle.     Here  also  stood  a  pillory. — Ihid. 

December  2. — Died,  John  March,  vicar  of  Newcastle,  and  a  native 
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of  that  town.  He  was  an  admirable  scholar,  a  man  of  strict  piety, 
and  a  most  powerful  preacher.  The  last  sermon  he  preached  was 
from  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  chapter  ii.,  verse  3.  Haw  shall  we 
escapcy  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation  f  This  sermon  he  preached  on 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  November  27,  and  on  the  Sunday  following 
he  was  buried.  This  sermon  with  eleven  others  of  Mr.  MarchX  were 
published  the  year  after  his  death,  by  Dr.  John  Scott,  author  of  the 
Christian  Life,  who  wrote  the  preface  to  recommend  them.  A  por- 
trait of  Mr.  March,  engraved  by  Sturt,  is  prefixed  to  these  sermons. 
This  volume  was  printed  in  London  "  for  Robert  Clavell,  and  sold  by 
Joseph  ffally  bookseller  on  Tyne  Bridge,  Newcastle ;  where  the  au- 
thor'^s  picture  in  large  and  small  paper  are  to  be  sold  alone,  1693.^^ 
Several  sermons  of  Mr.  March's  were  published  in  his  life-time. — 
Bourne, 

1693. — Waggon  ways  were  now  first  used  on  the  river  Wear,  by 
Thomas  Allan,  esq.,  of  Newcastle,  who  amassed  a  large  fortune  in 
the  collieries  and  purchased  estates,  a  part  of  which  still  retains  the 
name  oi  AllarCs  Flatts^  near  Chester-le-Street. — HutchinsoffCs  Dur.' 

Aug.  10. — Gilbert  Spearman,  of  Durham,  gent.,  was  tried  at  the 
assizes  there,  for  drinking  the  following  toast : — ^^  Here  is  king  James 
his  prosperitie ;  here  is  the  confusion  of  king  William.*" — Local  Bee. 

Aug.  10. — William  Davison,  of  Fenwick,  in  north  Durham,  was 
tried  at  the  Durham  assizes,  for  saying  ^^  that  the  commissioners  (ap- 
pointed by  act  of  parliament  for  the  aid  of  <f  1,651,702  18s.,  for  the 
war  against  France),  for  this  county,  were  all  cheats  and  he  would 
prove  it — ^for  they  had  cheated  both  the  king  and  the  county — ^he  did 
not  care  a  f — t  for  all  the  commissioners.'*^ — Ibid, 

September  3. — Mr.  Frappart,  a  Dutchman,  was  executed  at  Dur- 
ham, for  killing  Mr.  Newton. — Be^s  Diary. 

1694. — This  year,  a  cause  came  on  in  the  exchequer,  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  plaintiffs ;  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Dur- 
ham and  Samuel  Shepherd,  defendants.  A  trial  was  directed  on  the 
two  following  issues :  1st,  the  defendants  could  not  lawfully  erect  or 
use  a  ballast  quay  or  wharf  at  Westoe,  or  Jarrow  Slake,  without  the 
license  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle  :  2d,  the  erection  of 
such  ballast  quay  at  Westoe,  or  Jarrow  Slake,  would  be  a  detriment 
to  the  river;  and  in  June,  1697,  a  verdict  was  found  on  both  issues 
for  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  court  granted  a  perpetual  injunction,  to 
stop  the  defendants,  and  every  of  them  from  erecting  any  ballast  quay 
or  wharf  in  the  above  places.  March  7,  1 698,  the  dean  and  chapter 
appealed  to  the  house  of  lords,  which  appeal  was  dismissed,  May  7, 
the  same  year,  and  the  order  in  favour  of  the  corporation  of  Newcas- 
tlo  confirmed. — Bra/ihd. 
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1694. — The  vicarage  house  in  Westgate  street,  Newcastle,  wa«  re- 
paired and  enlarged  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Ellison,  the  then  vicar.  Aocording 
to  Bourne,  "  there  is  a  hall  belonging  to  this  house,  built  in  a  very 
grand  and  stately  mumer,  according  to  the  hospitality  of  the  times  it 
was  built  in.  In  particular,  it  was  the  place  where  the  vicars  of 
Newcastle  were  wont  to  entertain  the  inferior  officers  of  churches,  the 
derks,  sextons,  &c.,  at  the  season  of  Ghristiniuas."  This  house  was 
plundered  by  the  Scots  after  the  siege  of  the  town  in  iSH. — Bourne. 

September  16. — Lord  Atkinson,  of  Gannywoodnde,  some  supposed 
to  be  killed  by  Balph  Maddison,  of  Shottley  Brigg, — which  after  was 
hang'd  for  the  murther. — Bee't  Diary. 

1695  (April  2). — An  act  for  the  better  admeasurement  of  keels 
and  keel-boats,  in  the  port  of  Newcastle,  received  the  royal  assent. — 
Iioeal  Bse. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  register  of  St.  Andrew's,  in 
Newcastle : — "  April  21th,  1695,  wear  buried,  James  Archer  and  bis 
son  Stephen,  who,  in  the  moneth  of  May,  1658,  were  drowned  in  a 
ooal-pit  in  the  Galla-FUt,*  by  the  breaking  in  of  water  from  an  old 
waste.  The  bodys  wear  found  intire,  after  they  had  lyen  in  the  water 
36  years  and  11  months.'' 

The  chapel  of  Old  Bewick,  near  the  village  of  that  name,  overhang- 
ing the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  Till,  in  the  parish  of  Eglingham, 
Northumberland,  which  is  entirely  in  ruins,  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing inscription  over  the  west  door,  to  have  been  repaired  in  the  above 
year : — "  This  chappell  repaired  at  the  charge  of  Ralph  Williamson, 
esq.,  anno  domini,  1696.'' — Local  Bee. 

*  There  were  eollieiie*  at  He)>gK)v«,  Weiifitrid,  ind  Gxllow-flul,  ncu  Eliwick,  *o  e«ily 
M  1330,  wHdi  Mm. 
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1696  (Aug.  8). — About  six  o**clock  in  the  evening  "a  sad  and 
lamentable  fire  ^  broke  out  in  Gateshead,  which  suddenly  burnt  down 
and  consumed  the  dwelling  house  of  Henry  Holmes.  It  also  did 
great  damage  to  the  houses  of  Thomas  Potts,  widow  Hutton,  and 
several  others,  destroying  many  rich  goods,  wares,  and  household  fur- 
niture, amounting  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
five  pounds.  The  judges  of  assize,  sir  Edward  Ward,  knt.,  and  sir 
John  Turton,  knt.,  then  upon  the  northern  circuit,  having,  in  passing 
down  Gateshead,  been  eye  witnesses  of  this  calamitous  visitation,  re- 
commended the  case  of  the  sufferers  to  the  archbishop  of  York,  the 
bishop  of  Durham,  the  bishop  of  Chester,  and  the  bishop  of  Carlisle, 
who  ordered  coUections  to  be  made  in  the  various  churches  of  their 
dioceses  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers. — Local  Bsc. 

1697  (Jan.  27). — Sir  John  Fenwick,  of  Wallington,  in  Northum- 
berland, was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  London,  upon  suspicion  of  being 
engaged  in  a  plot  to  assassinate  king  William  III.  Sir  John  was  a 
member  of  parliament  in  1660,  and  of  the  successive  parliaments  of 
Charles  II.,  and  James  II.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  talent, 
and  romantically  attached  to  the  house  of  Stuart.  He  alienated  the 
estates  of  a  long  line  of  ancestry ;  was  attainted  of  high  treason,  and 
beheaded ;  but  he  had  splendid  traits  in  his  character,  and  good  men 
pitied  his  death  on  account  of  the  harsh  and  unconstitutional  mea- 
sures by  which  it  was  accomplished.  After  the  great  fire  in  London 
in  1666,  he  built  the  great  hall  in  Chrisfs  hospital,  in  which  the  boys 
dine  and  sup.  His  restless  spirit  had  led  him,  in  the  year  1694,  to 
assist  in  concerting  plans  for  the  restoration  of  king  James  II. ;  but, 
in  1696,  finding  that  government  was  acquainted  with  his  proceedings, 
he  set  out  for  France,  but  was  apprehended  at  New  Bonmey,  in  Kent, 
committed  to  the  tower,  and  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  ^^  compas- 
sing and  imagining  tJis  death  and  destruction  of  the  king^  and  adhering 
to  his  enemies.^  He  was  afterwards  condemned  by  a  law  made  on 
purpose  to  stain  the  scaffold  with  his  blood — ^made  after  the  crime 
was  done,  for  which  he  was  accused  by  a  guilty  approver.  One  act 
of  mercy  was  allowed  to  sir  John ;  he  was  not  dragged  through  the 
streets  to  be  hanged  at  Tyburn,  as  the  law  required ;  but  the  king, 
in  consideration,  it  is  supposed,  of  the  high  rank  of  Lady  Fenwick, 
(Lady  Mary  Howard,  eldest  daughter  of  Charles,  earl  of  Carlisle)^ 
omitted  all  execution  of  the  act  of  forfeiture,  except  beheading  him  on 
Tower-hill.  He  met  his  fate  with  great  firmness  and  composure,  in 
the  52d  year  of  his  age.  His  body  was  buried  near  the  altar  of  St. 
Martinis  church,  London,  on  the  following  day,  near  those  of  his 
three  sons. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

July. — John  Tempest  of  the  Isle,  and  of  Old  Durham,  esq.,  son  of 
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sir  Thomas  Tempest,  knight,  attorney  general  of  Ireland  ;  descended 
from  the  ancient  family  of  Holmside,  in  the  county  palatine.  He 
was  nominated  for  a  knight  of  the  intended  order  of  the  Soyal  Oak, 
at  the  restoration,  which  was  never  carried  into  effect,  from  the 
fear  of  exciting  discontents  and  jealousies.  He  represented  the 
county  of  Durham  in  two  successive  parliaments,  and  was  buried  at 
Forcet,  co.  York,  26th  July,  1697. — Sharp's  Knta,  of  Dur, 

1698  (July  5). — An  act  was  passed  for  the  better  supplying  the 
town  of  Newcastle  with  fresh  water. — Brand. 

16.49  (March). — Died,  William  Tempest,  of  Old  Dqrham,  esq., 
son  of  John  Tempest,  of  Old  Durham,  esq.,  and  grandson,  of  sir 
Thomas  Tempest,  knt.  He  married  the  niece  of  Dean  Sudbur}% 
(sister  of  sir  John  Sudbury,  of  Eldon,  county  of  Durham,  bart.). 
He  represented  the  city  of  Durham  in  the  parliaments  of  1678-9, 
and  1689-90.— SA«/y'«  Burg.  ofDur. 

The  commodious  market-cross  at  Morpeth  was  erected  at  the  joint 
expence  of  the  hon.  Philip  Howard,  and  sir  Henry  Belasyse,  knt. — 
Rose's  Topography. 

April  23. — Upon  St.  George'^s  day  there  fell  hail  in  and  about 
Durham  five  inches  in  diameter. — Surtees. 

Sept.  13. — Under  this  date,  the  following  occurs  in  the  register  of 
St.  Andrew^  Newcastle, — *'  The  Sun  and  the  Mune  was  in  the  cUjys^ 
betwixt  nin  &  ten  in  the  morning,  &  was  darkish  abut  thre  quarters 
of  a  nowT.*" — Chron,  Mir. 

This  year,  a  fire  happened  in  Sandgate,  in  the  suburbs  of  New- 
castle.— Brand, 

About  the  close  of  the  1 7th  century,  the  old  market-cross  at  Dar- 
lington, was  built  by  lady  Brown,  widow  of  sir  Richard  Brown.  It  is 
a  plain  pillar  of  stone,  elevated  on  four  steps,  and  stands  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Town's  House.  Lady  Brown  was  first  married  to  Michael 
Blackett,  second  son  of  sir  William  Blackett,  of  Newcastle,  2d.  to 
sir  Richard  Brown,  of  London,  bart.,  and  3d.  to  Dr.  John  Moore, 
bishop  of  Ely.  Lady  Brown,  was  a  daughter  of  alderman  Barnes,  of 
Newcastle,  in  whose  family  the  office  of  bailiff  had  long  been  vested. 
— Mackenzie's  Dur. 

During  the  17th  century,  a  coal-mine  near  Benwell,  in  North- 
umberland, took  fire  at  a  candle,  and  burned  nearly  thirty  years. 
Its  progress  was  so  small  at  first,  that  a  person  offered  to  extin- 
guish it  for  half-a-crown,  which  was  refused  him ;  but  it  afterwards 
acquired  so  great  strength,  as  to  spread  into  Fenham  grounds,  and 
burst  out  in  the  manner  of  a  volcano,  in  near  twenty  places.  It 
covered  the  furze  in  its  way  with  flour  of  sulphur,  and  cast  up  pieces 
of  sal  ammoniac  six  inches  broad. — Phil.  Trans. 
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1700  (July  29). — The  keelmefi  petitioned  the  common  council 
of  Newcastle,  for  a  piece  of  ground  whereon  to  erect  themselves 
an  hospital.  August  23,  the  hoastmen  made  an  order,  that  the 
lease  for  the  above  ground,  which  was  sealed  and  executed  on  the 
4th  of  October  following  should  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  gover^ 
nor,  wardens,  and  fraternity  of  hoastmen,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  keelmen.  The  charge  of  this  hospital,  which  was  finished 
in  1701,  amounted  to  above  two  thousand  pounds,  towards  the 
defraying  of  which  each  keelmen  paid  four  pence  a  tide. — Brand. 

August  9. — Lord  Orewe,  bishop  of  Durham,  and  his  lady  arrived 
in  the  city  of  Durham  from  Auckland  palace,  and  were  met  by 
a  large  company  of  gentlemen  and  tradesmen.  The  streets  and 
windows  were  filled  with  people,  and  all  the  trades'*  banners  were 
displayed.^— iSwr^««. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  mayors  and  sherifFs  of  Newcastle,  during 
the  eighteenth  century.-^ 


MAV0R8. 

1700  George  Anderson, 

1701  William  Ramsayj 

1702  William  Carr, 

1703  Matthew  White, 

1704  Thomas  Wasse, 

1705  Sir  Ralph  Carr, 

1706  Nicholas  Ridley, 

1707  Joseph  Atkinson, 

1708  Robert  Fen  wick, 

1709  George  Whinfield,* 

1710  Waiiam  Ellison, 

1711  M.  Featherstonehaugb, 

1712  Henry  Reay, 

1713  Richard  Ridley, 

1714  Edward  Johnson, 

1715  Henry  Dalston, 

1716  Ralph  Reed, 

1717  Francis  Rudston, 

1718  Sir  William  Blackett> 

1719  Joseph  Green, 

1720  Nicholas  Fenwick, 

1721  Francis  Johnson, 

1722  William  Ellison, 

]  723  M.  Featherstonhaugh, 

1724  William  Carr, 

1725  Nathaniel  Clayton, 


BHBR1FFB« 

John  Bowes. 
William  Boutflower. 
John  Bell. 
Allan  Bateman. 
Matthew  Matfen. 
William  Ellison. 
Matt.  Featherstonehaugh. 
Henry  Reay. 
Edward  Johnson, 
Henry  Dalstun. 
Ralph  Reed. 
Francis  Rudston. 
Joseph  Green. 
Nicholas  Fenwick. 
Roger  Matfen. 
Nathaniel  Clayton, 
Francis  Johnson. 
John  Kelly. 
Thomas  Stephenson, 
Cuthbert  Fenwick. 
Jacob  Rutter. 
Stephen  Coulson. 
Robert  Sorsbie. 
Richard  Swinbum. 
James  Moncaster. 
Thomas  Wasse. 


*  He  WM  succeeded  on  June  28»  1710,  by  Jonathan  Roddam. 
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1726  NicholaB  Fenwick, 

Joseph  LiddelL 

1727  Cuthbert  Fenwick, 

Robert  Johnson. 

1728  Stephen  Coalson, 

John  Stephenson. 

1729  Henry  Reay, 

Cuthbeft  Smith. 

1730  Francis  Riidston, 

William  Harbottle. 

1731   Robert  Sorsbie, 

Challoner  Cooper. 

1732  Richard  Ridley, 

William  Fenwick. 

1733  Marthewf  Ridfey, 

John  Simpson^ 

1734  William  Ellison, 

Robert  Ellison. 

1735  Walter  Blackett, 

John  Wilkinson. 

1736  Nicholas  Fenwick, 

Matthew  BelL 

1737  William  Carr, 

Jonathan  Sorsbie. 

1738  Nathaniel  Clayton, 

William  Greenwell. 

1739  Cuthbert  Fenwick, 

Cuthbert  Collingwood. 

1740  Edw.  Collingwood, 

Ralph  Sowerby. 

1741  Robert  Sorsbie, 

John  Ord. 

1742  John  Simpson, 

William  Peareth. 

1743  Ralph  Sowerby. 

George  Colpitis. 

1744  John  Ord,» 

Aubone  Surtees. 

1745  Cuthbert  Smith, 

Henry  Partis. 

1746  Nicholas  Fenwick, 

Heury  Eden. 

1747  Nicholas  Fenwick, 

William  Watscm. 

1748  Walter  Blackett, 

John  Vonholte. 

1749  Robert  Sorsbie, 

Robert  Heron. 

1750  Ralph  Sowerby, 

William  Clayton. 

1751  Matthew  Ridley, 

Matthew  Scaife. 

1752  Henry  Partis, 

Francis  Rudston. 

1753  Henry  Eden, 

John  Harrison. 

1754  Cuthbert  Smith, 

William  Rowell. 

1755  William  Clayton, 

WiUiam  Harbottle. 

1756  Sir  Widter  Blackett, 

John  Erasmus  Blackett. 

1757  Matthew  Bell, 

John  Scurfield. 

1758  Ralph  Sowerby, 

Edward  Moaley. 

1759  Matthew  Ridley, 

Matthew  Stephenson. 

1760  Henry  Partis, 

John  Baker. 

I76I  Aubone  Surtees, 

Fletcher  Partis. 

1762  Cuthbert  Smith, 

Hugh  Hornby. 

1763  William  Clayton, 

Francis  Forster. 

1764  Sir  Walter  Blackett, 

Thomas  Blackett. 

1765  J.  Erasmus  Blackett, 

Charles  Atkinson. 

1766  Matthew  Scaife, 

John  Hedley. 

1767  Edward  Mosley, 

Richard  Lucy. 

1768  John  Baker, 

William  Coulson. 
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MAYORS. 

1 769  Francis  Porster, 

1770  Aubone  Surtees^ 

1 771  Sir  Walter  Blackett 

1772  J.  Erasmus  Blackett, 

1773  Matthew  Scaife,* 

1774  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
177^  Charles  Atkinson, 
17?>  John  Baker, 

1777  JohnHedley, 

1778  Hugh  Hornby, 

1779  Francis  Forster, 

1780  J.  Erasmus  Blackett, 

1781  Edward  Moslev, 
17«2  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 

1783  Charles  Atkinson, 

1784  James  Rudman, 

1785  William  Yielder, 

1786  Francis  Johnson^ 

1787  William  Cramlington, 

1788  John  Hedley, 

1789  Hugh  Hornby, 

1790  J.  Erasmus  Bkckett, 

1791  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 

1792  James  Rudman, 

1793  WiUiam  Yielder, 

1794  Francis  Johnson, 

1795  Richard  Chambers, 

1796  William  Cramlington, 

1797  Anthony  Hood, 

1798  John  Wallis. 

1799  R.  S.  Hedlev, 


80  R  RIFFS. 

William  Reed. 
James  Liddell. 
Christopher  Wilkinson. 
James  Rudman. 
William  Yielder. 
Francis  Johnson. 
William  Cramlington. 
James  Thomas  Loraine. 
Robert  Clayton. 
James  Wilkinson. 
Isaac  Cookson. 
William  Surtees. 
John  WolJis. 
Richard  Bell. 
Christopher  Soulsby. 
Edward  Dale. 
Anbone  Surtees. 
Richard  Chambers. 
Joseph  Forster. 
Robert  Newton  Lynn. 
Nathaniel  Hornby. 
Charles  John  Clavering. 
Shaftoe  John  Hedley. 
Matthew  Pringle. 
Henry  J.  Honnaom. 
Archibald  Reed. 
Anthony  Hood. 
Nichol&s  Hall. 
Thomas  Smith. 
William  Wright. 
Henry  Cramlington. 


1700. — In  December,  this  year,  a  society  appears  to  have  been 
established  in  Sandgate,  in  the  suburbs  of  Newcastle,  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  manners,  consisting  of  twenty  keelmen,  who  had  entered  into 
an  agreement  to  exert  themselves  in  preventing  tippling  upon  the 
Lord^s  day,  and  keeping  Sandgate  free  of  inmates. — Brand, 

The  ohapel  at  Belford,  in  Northumberland,  was  erected  this 
year.  It  stands  at  the  north  east  end  of  the  town,  and  is  an 
irregular  building,  very  insufficient  for  the  population. — Mackenzie  s 
Northd, 

A  free  school,  was  this  year,  founded  and  endowed  with  several 
benefactions  at  Allendale,  in  Northumberland. — Jhid. 


*  Mr.  Scaife  died  January  16;  1774,  and  was  feutceaded  by  Edward  Mosley. 
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1700 — .Baptist  chapel,  Rowley,  founded.  The  register  of  births, 
exteuding  from  1786  to  183(>.— ^-/».  of  Pail.  Com. 

1701  (Jaa.  9). — Tlie  school  at  the  anehoPiigc,  in  Gnteahead 
ohurch-yard,  was  founded  by  Theophilus  Pickering,  S.T.P.,  rector 
of  Gateshead. — Surtees. 

August  22.— Mr.  John  Fenwick,  of  Rock,  in  Northumberland, 
Btabbed  Ferdinando  Forster,  esq.,  one  of  the  representatives  in  par- 
liament for  that  county,  between  the  White  Cross  and  a  tiioni  tree, 
which  stood  at  that  time  in  Newgate  street,  in  Newcastle.  The 
quarrel  tu'ose  about  some  family  matters  at  dinner,  at  the  Black 
Horse  Ion,  near  the  White  Cross,  which  was  then  the  best  inn  in 
Newcastle.  Fenwick  challenged  the  other  to  fight,  and  as  they 
went  out,  being  behind  Forster,  he  stabbed  him  in  that  situation. 
Tills  happened  during  the  assizes.  Fenwick  was  hanged  on  the 
25th  of  September  following,  at  the  White  Cross,  and  ail  the  gates 
of  the  town  were  shut  during  the  execution,  for  fear  of  a  rescue 
frum  the  people  of  tite  north,  with  whom  the  name  of  Fenwick  woa 
held  in  great  veneration. — Brand. 

The  following  is  from  the  kite  Alderman  Hoi-nby's  MS.  notes  to 
Brand  : — "  The  account  here  given  is  entirely  erroneous,  as  I  think 
I  have  sufficient  authority  to  say,  from  the  information  of  sevornj 
respectable  old  persona,  who  either  lived  at  that  time  or  soon 
after,  and  of  course  likely  to  be  much  better  infoimed  of  the 
truth  than  Mr.  Brand  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  being.  Indeed 
I  make  no  scruple  to  add,  that  his  account  comes  from  sometliing 
of  a  tradition  handed  down  amongst  low,  vulgar,  and  uninfonned 
persons.  I  slutll  take  for  my  principal  authority,  the  late  Edward 
Colliogwood,  esq.,  recorder  of  Newcastle,  v>ko  infomied  me  that  his 
father  was  present  when  the  quarrel  happened.     The  company  oon- 
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Bisted  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  grand  jury  of  Northumberland, 
and  probably,  during  that  state  of  conviviality  which  prevailed  much 
on  these  occassions  about  that  period,  Mr.  Fenwick  came  in  singing 
a  favourite  party  song,  the  burthen  of  which  was  '^  Sir  John  Fentoici^s 
the  flower  among  them^^''  this  brought  on  some  altercation  betwixt  himt 
and  Mr.  Forster,  but  the  company  interfering,  the  matter  waa  sup- 
posed to  be  quite  settled.  The  next  morning  the  parties  met  acci- 
dentally near  the  White  Cross,  the  altercation  was  renewed,  swords 
were  drawn,  and  Mr.  Forster  killed.  I  have  been  told  by  other 
authorities,  that  Mr.  Fenwick  was  taken  in  the  garden  behind  Gal- 
lowgate  or  Sidgate,  that  at  his  execution  the  gates  of  the  town  were 
shut  for  fear  of  a  rescue,  and  that  he  was  hanged  upon  a  piece  of 
timber  fixed  betwixt  the  gaol  and  the  gaoler'^s  house.  He  was  the 
owner  of  Kenton,  where,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  collieries  were 
then  wrought,  and  the  apprehension  was  from  the  pitmen.**^ 

1702  (January  10). — Under  this  date,  the  parochial  register  of 
Branoepeth  in  the  county  of  Durham,  records  the  burial  of  ^^  George 
Kiplin,  of  Branspeth,  aged  108,  if  not  more,^ — Chron,  Mir. 

1701-2  (March). — ^Died,  James  Clavering,  of  AxweU  park,  esq. 
He  was  high  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Durham  in  1650 ;  but,  in  1656, 
it  would  seem  that  he  was  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  government, 
for  in  the  information  of  lady  Hall,  dated  7th  Nov.  in  that  year,  it  is 
stated,  that  one  Mr.  Clavering,  of  AxweU,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
who  was  chosen  a  member  of  this  present  parliament,  but  not  admit- 
ted, did  lend  to  Charles  Stewart  .^4000.  since  "  March  last.*"*  In  the 
following  year,  however,  the  churchwardens^  books  of  Gateshead  shew, 
that  he  had  at  least  set  out  for  the  purpose  of  attending  his  public 
duty ;  as  one  of  their  charges  to  the  parish  is  ^^for  one  gallon  of  muU'^d 
sack,  had  of  Mr.  Watson,  bestowed  on  Mr.  James  Clavering,  justice 
of  peace,  at  his  taking  journey  to  parliament,  9s — 1657.^  He  was 
created  a  baronet  5th  June,  1661,  and  stood  an  unsuccessful  contest 
for  the  county  in  1675.  He  was  buried  at  Whickham,  24th  March, 
1701-2,  aged  S2.— Sharp's  Knts.  ofDur. 

1702  (Mar.  6). — The  alms  house  in  the  town  of  Sedgefield,  Dur- 
ham, was  founded  by  Thomas  Cooper,  a  surgeon  of  that  place,  for 
five  poor  men  and  five  poor  women,  each  of  them  being  of  the  age  of 
fifty  years  at  least,  and  livmg  in  the  township  of  Sedgefield,  The 
alms-houses  are  a  range  of  low  brick  buildings  on  the  north  side  of 
the  church.  The  founder^s  arms  are  placed  in  the  centre. — Huichinr 
sovCs  Dur. 

March  14. — The  Princess  Anne,  of  Denmark,  was  proclaimed 

•  Thurloe*8  State  Papen. 
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qaeen  of  England,  in  the  oity  of  Durham,  by  the  bishop  and  pre- 
bends,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  attending,  amidst  a  great  concourse 
of  spectators. — HfUehiMoifCs  Dur. 

1703. — The  west  tower  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary-le-bow,  Dur- 
ham, was  built  by  the  parishioners. — Suriees. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  century  a  great  quantity  of  rain  fell  on 
Sheldon  Lough,  near  Thomborough,  Northumberland,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  harvest,  when  the  lough  overflowed,  and  burst  like 
a  deluge  to  the  westward,  sweeping  away  in  its  progress,  not  only  the 
crops,  but  the  fences.  At  Gorbridge  East  Field,  the  water  turned 
into  the  Tyne,  leaving  immense  numbers  of  pike  in  eveiy  standing 
pool ;  nor  did  the  lough  ever  after  contain  so  many  fish.  A  pleasure 
boat  used  to  be  kept  on  it,  and  large  flocks  of  wild  ducks  resorted 
thereto;  but  when  Sheldon  common  was  improved,  the  lough  was 
completely  drained,  and  is  now  converted  into  pasture  ground. — 
Mutcienzifs  Northd. 

1703. — ^The  stewards  and  workmen  belonging  to  the  lead-mines 
adjoining  AUenheads,  for  their  greater  ease  and  convenience,  by 
a  voluntary  contribution  (sir  William  Blackett  finding  the  timber), 
built  a  new  chapel  at  this  place ;  and,  the  next  year,  being  encouraged 
by  their  liberal  master,  another  chapel  was  built  at  Coldcleugh,  at  the 
head  of  West  Allan  water,  near  the  lead-mines  there.  Sir  William, 
at  the  same  time,  built  a  house  at  Allenheads,  close  adjoining  to  the 
chapel,  for  a  minister,  who  was  directed  to  preach  the  first  Sunday  in 
every  month  at  Coldcleugh  chapel,  and  the  remainder  at  Allenheads, 
and  administer  the  holy  sacraments.  The  clergyman  is  principally 
supported  by  the  contributions  of  the  workmen. — Ihid. 

Aug.  8. — In  the  register  of  burials  belonging  to  St.  Andrew's 
church  in  Newcastle,  there  is  the  following  entry,  relating  a 
most  horrid  occurrence: — "Elizabeth  Sharper,  who  lived  in  Sid- 
gate,  rip  open  her  owin  belle  with  a  par  o'  sesers.  The  wound  was 
six  enches  long,  and  her  pudens  cam  out  and  lay  on  ench  side  of 
her,  &  was  buried,  August  8,  1703.^'  The  following  particulars  are 
fix>m  the  MS.  Life  of  Alderman  Barnes  : — "  Elizabeth  Sharper  was 
weU  respected  by  her  neighbours,  and  lived  with  her  sister  to  a  great 
age  unmarried,  only  it  was  whispered  she  bore  a  child  to  another 
woman's  husband  in  her  younger  years.  When  she  had  reached  her 
80th  year  of  age,  she  fell  at  once  into  a  deep  despair,  there  was  no 
outward  cause  by  losses  or  other  calamities,  that  could  be  assigned  as 
the  occasion  of  it : — most,  if  not  aU  the  parish  clergy  of  Newcastle 
visited  her,  but  no  comfort  they  could  ofier  ever  staid  with  her.  She 
confessed  her  bearing  a  bastard,  which  was  taken  from  her  body,  and 
she  believed  was  murdered.     She  ript  up  her  belly  with  a  pair  of 
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sciasars,  and  pulled  her  bowola  out  with  hor  hand.  A  surgeon  put 
them  ID  their  plaou  again,  and  eewcd  up  her  belly.  Sho  lia<L  her  rcik- 
son  and  senses  peifectly,  and  lived  and  died  in  a  house  that  belonged 
to  Mr.  Barnes." — Brand. 

1704  (Aug,  9). — Di(;d,  air  Ralph  Cole,  of  Brancepeth  caatle,  bart. 
M.  P.  for  the  city  of  Durham,  in  the  years  1678,  and  1679.  He  was 
Bon  of  sir  Nicholas  Colo,  the  first  baronet.  The  family  rose  almost 
per  saJtum  from  the  smithy  to  the  baronetage.  James  Cole  of  Gates- 
head, emitk,  was  father  to  Nicholas,  (great  grandfather  to  sir  Ralph) 
whose  brother  Thomas  died  worth  an  immense  sum  in  bills,  bonds, 
and  mortgages.  They  were  disclaimed  by  the  heralds  in  1615.  The 
grandfather  of  the  member,  Balph  Cole,  esq.  mayor  of  Newcastle, 
1638,  purchased  Brancepeth  castle.  Sir  Ralph  Cole  oommuided  the 
Durham  regiment  of  militia  in  lHHo,  and  he  is  numbered  by  Walpole 
in  his  catalogue  of  painters. — Sharp's  Burg,  of  Dur. 

1705  (Sep.  25).— Alexander  Robinson  was  appointed  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle  to  be  the  "common  executioner  in  hanging  of 
felons,  patting  persons  in  the  pillorj',  clearing  the  streeta  of  swine, 
and  to  doe  and  perform  all  other  matters  belonging  to  the  place  and 
duty  of  Hougher."  This  personage  is  called  "  Whipper  and  Hougher," 
from  his  having  to  whip  delinquents,  and  cut  the  houghs,  or  ginetcs  of 
the  houghs,  of  swiue  that  were  found  infesting  the  streets  of  the  tovv-n. 
This  very  barbarous  duty,  has  long  been  disused. — Brand. 

December. — Died,  sir  William  Blackett,  bart.  of  Newcastle,  Wal- 

flington,  and  Hexham  priory.     Sir  William  was 
mayor  of  Newcastle  in  the  years  1683  and 
^Kjuj^  1  (i!)S ;  governor  of  the  hoastmen^s  company  in 

^1684,  1691,  and  1692,  and  represented  New- 
castle in  parliament  from  1685  till  his  death  in 
1705.     He  was  created  a  baronet  on  the  23d 
of  January  1684,  and  served  the  office  of  high- 
sheriff  of  Northumberland  in  1689.     By  his 
will  dated  the  5th  of  May,  1704,  he  left  .ei.OOO 
to  purchase  an  estate  in  Northumberiand  or 
Durham,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  vicar  of  Newcas- 
tle and  the  churchwardens  of  St.  Andrew,  and 
their  successors ;  one-third  of  the  profits  to  be  used  in  binding  ap- 
prentices for  seven  years  in  Newcastle,  one-third  to  be  given  to  poor 
householders  of  St.  Andrew's  parish  at  Christmas,  and  one-third  to 
be  paid  to  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  thirty  children  of  poor  people  of 
that  parish   "to  read  Englbh,  and  repeat  the  Church  Cafcecbiam, 
without  book.''     Sir   William  died  in  London,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Nicholas'  church  Newcastle,  Doc.  29th  1705.     The  expense  of  his 
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funeral  waa  <f  688.  14s.,  one  item  of  which  sum  was  "  1236  paire  of 
oouler  d  double  stiohed  gloves  at  2s.  per  paire,  or  for  as  many  as  are 
used  dP123.  12s."  He  was  very  popular  in  his  country,  of  remarkable 
probity,  and  a  good  speaker  in  the  house  of  commons.  King  William 
honoured  him  with  the  offer  of  employment,  which  he  declined. — 
HodgsoiCs  Narihd, 

1705. — ^The  peal  of  six  bells,  in  the  clock-house  at  Morpeth,  were, 
this  year,  according  to  an  inscription  upon  them,  the  gift  of  major-gen. 
Edmond  Main  to  the  corporation  of  that  borough. — Ibid. 

A  chapel  was  built  at  Winlaton  (said  to  be  on  the  foundation 
of  St.  Ann^s  chapel,  destroyed  in  the  rebellion  of  the  earls  in  1569), 
capable  of  containing  300  persons.  It  was  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  workmen  under  sir  Ambrose  Crawley,  by  whom  and  his  suc- 
cessors very  extensive  works  were  carried  on  at  this  place  and 
Swalwell,  until  the  peace  in  1815,  when  the  works  diminished,  and 
soon  after  the  chapel  feU  into  decay,  upon  the  site  of  which  a  large 
school  room  was  erected  by  subscription,  aided  by  gifts  from  the 
national  and  diocesan  school  societies,  and  from  lord  Crewe's 
trustees.  The  church  service  was  voluntarily  performed  in  this 
school-room  until  the  new  church  was  built. — Surtees. 

This  year,  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  procure  an  act  of  par- 
liament to  make  the  river  Wear  navigable,  and  to  build  a  pier  or 
peirs  at  Sunderland ;  upon  which  occasion  the  corporation  of  New- 
castle requested  their  members  to  oppose  the  intended  bill,  and 
prevent  its  passing  into  a  law.  The  royal  assent  was  given  to  this 
bill,  June  22,  1717.— .B^.  ofTrin.  Ho.  Newc. 

The  charity  school  of  St.  Nicholas^  Newcastle,  was  this  year 
founded  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Allan  for  forty  boys  and  twenty  girls. 
The  school-house,  in  the  Manor  chare,  was  built  by  the  corporation, 
in  1786. — (Brand.)  The  boys,  on  the  erection  of  the  Clergy  Jubilee 
school,  were  removed  thither. 

This  year  also,  the  charity  school  of  St.  Johns's,  in  Newcastle, 
was  founded  by  Mr.  John  Ord. — Brarid. 

The  whole  house  of  commons  were,  this  year,  ordered  to  attend 
queen  Anne,  with  an  address  to  request  orders  for  putting  the  town 
and  port  of  Newcastle,  into  a  state  of  defence. — Ihid. 

1706  (Feb.  7). — Died,  William  Bowes,  of  Streatlam  castle,  esq., 
descended  from  the  junior  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  Bowes  of 
Streatlam,  co.  pal.,  great  grandson  of  sir  George  Bowes,  knight  mar- 
shal, by  his  second  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  sir  John  Talbot.  He  was 
created  a  knight  13th  April,  1684.  He  represented  the  county  of 
Durham  in  the  parliaments  of  1679,  1680,  1695,  1702,  and  1705. 
He  was  buried  at  Barnard  Castle. — Sharp's  Knts,  of  Dur. 
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^f  being  the  native  place  of  the  family  of 


1  • 

^k  ^^winbume,  a  name  frequently  mention- 
^1  xl  in  ita  important  annals  &om  a  very 
^^^^^ariy  period ;  amonf;  whose  members, 
y^^^one.  Drobablv.  ever  exDerienced  vicim- 

l£ 


gione,  probably,  ever  experienced  vicim- 
,ude8  BO  romantic  a«  eir  John  Swin- 
burne, the  first  baronet,  who  died  on 
fune  19, 1706.  He  was  sent  while  a  child 
D  a  monastery  in  France,  where  a  Nor- 
^rhumberland  gentleman,  of  tiie  Badclyflb 
family,  accidentally  visiting  the  place,  recognized  in  his  face  the  features 
of  the  Swinburne  family.  On  enquiring  of  the  monks, — how  he  came 
there  ?  the  only  answer  they  could  give,  was,  that  he  came  from  Eng- 
land, and  that  an  annual  sum  was  remitted  for  his  board  and  educa- 
tion. On  questioning  the  boy  himself,  it  was,  however,  found  that  he 
had  been  told  that  his  name  was  Swinburne,  which,  with  the  account 
of  his  father's  death,  and  his  own  mysterions  disappearance  in  N^orth- 
umberland,  induced  the  superior  of  the  house,  to  permit  bi'm  to  return 
home ;  where,  in  an  itiqueat  specially  empannelled  for  that  purpose, 
he  indentified  himself  to  be  the  son  of  John  Swinburne  and  Ann 
Blount,  by  the  description  he  gave  of  the  marks  upon  a  cat,  and  a 
punch  bowl,  which  were  still  in  Uie  house.  Charles  II.  26  Sep.  1660, 
regarding  his  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  restoration,  advanced  him  to 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet,  in  the  patent  for  which,  he  styled  him 
"  virum  patrimonio  cmm,  Sr  Tnontm  probitate  spectahilmtT'-fColUne.) 
He  rebuilt  the  house  at  Oapheaton  in  1668,  in  which  year  we  find 
him  residing  at  Meldon."  He  was  singularly  easy  in  his  afflictions,  aad 
in  his  prosperity  favourable  to  his  neighbours,  both  by  hospitality, 
and  other  good  qualities,  which  generous  temper  gained  him  the 
respect  and  affection  of  his  country. — Hodggov^a  Norihd. 

1706  (Dee.  19). — George  Peaeock,  of  Aisleby,  was  buried  at  Sad- 
berge,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  aged  near  138  years. — Eggletcli^ 
Par.  Reg. 

This  year  it  was  in  agitation  to  remove  the  rocks  at  the  entrance 
of  the  river  Tyne,  called  the  ^^  Black  Middensi"  which  had  long  been 
complained  of  as  nuisances  to  the  navigation  of  that  river.  This  has 
never  yet  been  accomplished,  although  they  are  so  dangerous  and 
destructive  to  the  shipping. — Brand. 

1707  (January). — Died,  sir  Balph  Delaval,  a  brave  admiral,  bom 
at  North  Dissington,  in  Northumberland.  He  entered  very  eariy 
into  the  navy,  and  under  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of  York,  rose 
regularly  in  rank,  until  he  became  captain  of  the  York,  a  third-rate 
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man  of  war,  which  station  he  held  at  the  Revolution.  Concurring 
heartily  in  this  change,  king  William  who  had  much  penetration, 
soon  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  honour  of  knighthood.  Shortly  after,  he  served 
under  the  earl  of  Torrington,  in  the  battle  of  Beachy  Head,  in  which 
the  English  and  Dutch  fleets  were  beat  by  the  French,  on  the  SOth 
of  June,  1690.  But  neither  the  conduct  nor  courage  of  sir  Ralph 
wafl  impeached  by  this  aflair,  as  appears  by  his  being  appointed 
president  of  the  court-martial  that  tried  the  earl,  and  by  being  also 
declared  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  In  1692,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and  entrusted  with  a  large  squadron  of 
English  and  Dutch  ships,  for  the  protection  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet; 
which  service  he  performed  with  great  skill  and  success.  In  tho 
glorious  battle  of  La  Hogue,  on  the  19th  of  May  this  year,  he  did 
his  duty  with  great  reputation,  and  destroyed  some  of  the  enemy^s 
largest  ships.  The  gallant  admiral  Russell,  who  had  the  chief 
command  of  the  fleet  in  this  action,  being  recalled  by  court  intrigue, 
sir  Ralph  Delaval,  Henry  Eilligrew,  esq.  and  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel, 
were  appointed  joint  admirals  of  the  fleet,  which  consisted  of  seventy 
ships  of  the  line,  thirteen  frigates,  and  nineteen  fire-ships,  besides 
brigantines,  bomb-vessels,  and  hospital  ships.  Yet  this  mighty  naval 
armament,  from  being  badly  victualled  and  manned,  and  from  tho 
impracticable  and  contradictory  orders  of  the  ministry,  effected 
nothing.  Bishop  Burnett,  who  blames  the  admirals  for  inactivity, 
acknowledges  that  they  strictly  obeyed  their  orders,  which  were 
weakly  drawn,  ambiguous  and  defective.  Now,  as  honest  Campbell 
observes,  it  may  be  questioned  how  bad  orders  can  be  successfully 
executed.  However,  party  intrigues  prevailed,  and  sir  Ralph  Delaval 
was  laid  aside ;  after  which,  he  lived  privately  as  a  country  gentleman. 
He  died  in  January,  1707,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  violence  of  party  prejudice,  he  descended  to 
the  grave  with  the  reputation  of  a  great  and  gallant  ofiicer,  and  of 
a  generous  and  hospitable  man.  His  biographer  says  ^'  the  greatest 
men  are  liable  to  be  sacrificed  to  clamour,  and  innocence  is  not 
always  a  security  against  the  shafts  of  envy.**^  This  was  the  case 
of  sir  Ralph  Delaval,  ''  who,  in  the  short  space  of  one  single  summer, 
was  in  the  highest  credit,  lost  it,  and  was  actually  laid  aside :  so 
fluctuating  a  thing  is  human  happiness;  so  fickle  a  possession  is 
popularity ;  and  so  little  to  be  depended  on,  a  prince''s  favour !  '''* — 
CampbelTs  Nav.  Hist,  of  Great  Britain. 

April  21. — An  address  was  presented  to  queen  Anne,  from  the  ofii- 
cers  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  congratulating  her  majesty  on  the 
happy  union  of  the.  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland. — Brands 
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1707. — (July  3). — At  this  time  there  was  a  mutiny  among  the 
skippers  or  keelmen  of  the  river  TjTie. — Local  Bee, 

The  floor  and  aisles  of  St.  Andrew's  church,  in  Newcastle,  were 
this  year  flagged.     Before  this  time  it  had  an  earthen  floor. — Brand. 

At  this  time  Newcastle  races  were  run  on  Killingworth  moor. — Und. 

1708. — The  charity  school  of  St.  Andrew's,  Newcastle,  founded  by 
sir  W.  Blackett,  bart.  (see  1705)  was  opened  in  January  this  year. 
The  foundation  was  for  educating  and  apprenticing  thirty  poor  boys 
of  the  parish ;  and  the  son  of  the  founder  liberally  added  an  annual 
sirni  sufficient  for  clothing  the  scholars.  The  revenue  has  also  been 
since  augmented  by  two  legacies  of  «£^50,  each — one  from  Mr.  John 
Hewitt,  and  the  other  from  Aubone  Surtees,  esq.,  from  which  charity 
thirty-four  boys  are  now  clothed  and  educated. — Bescrip.  Comp, 
through  Newc. 

The  well  known  and  useful  charity,  the  blue  coat  school  at  Durham, 
had  its  origin  in  the  application  of  some  portion  of  the  charitable 
funds  of  the  city. — Surtees. 

1709  (March). — The  keelmen  mutinied  at  Newcastle,  they  held 
out  for  several  weeks,  and  prevented  the  keels  from  working  upon  the 
river,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  coal  trade. — Brand. 

April  7 — The  society  of  the  sons  of  the  clergy  was  established  in 
Newcastle.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Clayton,  merchant,  and  Mr.  Deodatns 
Therlkeld,  were  its  chief  promoters  and  first  Stewards.  At  the  first 
meeting,  Sept.  6,  1709,  the  subscription  amounted  but  to  five  pounds. 
Sept.  14,  an  attempt  of  the  like  kind  was  made  in  Northumberland, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  two  deaneries  of  Alnwick  and  Bamborough.  In 
1725,  the  society  in  Newcastle,  and  the  above,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
two  deaneries,  were  united.  In  1773,  it  was  agreed  upon,  that  the 
anniversary  meetings  of  this  society,  should  in  future  be  held  alter- 
nately at  Durham  and  Newcastle.  The  first  meeting  held  at  Durham 
was  in  1774. — Ihid. 

Aug.  2. — Richard  Simpson  of  Bamardcastle,  currier,  was  tried  at 
the  Durham  assizes  for  breaking  into  the  dwelling-house  of  Michael 
Pudsey,  merchant  there,  and  stealing  a  silver  tankard,  two  pair  of 
silver  cock  spurs,  a  silver  chain,  two  silver  seals,  19  yards  of  silver 
lace,  &c.,  &c.   Pleaded  his  clergy,  and  burnt  in  the  hand. — Local  Bee. 

Nov.  4. — Under  this  date,  the  register  of  the  parish  of  Hunstan- 
worth,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  records  the  burial  of  '^  Ann  daugh- 
ter of  James  Colling,  who  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  never  chew- 
ed bread ;  of  stature  not  above  a  three  years  old  child,  the  thickest 
part  of  her  arms  and  legs  not  exceeding  the  thickness  of  a  man's 
thumb. — Surtees, 

This  year,  application  was  made  to  parliament  and  leave  obtained 
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to  bring  in  a  biU  to  make  the  river  Tyne  navigable  from  Newbum 
to  Hexham ;  but,  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  opposed  the  mea- 
sure as  likely  to  be  ruinous  to  their  port.  Several  imsuccessful 
attempts  have  since  been  made. — Brand. 

1709. — The  charity  school  of  All  Saints^  parish  in  Newcastle,  for 
forty-one  boys  and  seventeen  girls,  was  founded  by  voluntary  sub* 
scription.  The  same  year,  the  corporation  gave  a  piece  of  ground 
in  the  Manors,  whereon  to  build  a  school-house. — IMd, 

1710. — About  this  year  Bensham  colliery  exploded,  by  which  la- 
mentable catastrophe,  between  seventy  and  eighty  human  beings  lost 
their  lives.  At  this  colliery  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  work  the  low 
main  seam  of  coal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle. — Local  Rec. 

June  5. — The  foundation  stone  was  laid  of  a  new  church  at  Stock- 
ton. This  edifice  was  consecrated  by  bishop  Crewe,  August  21, 1712. 
It  is  a  spacious,  convenient  structure  of  brick,  the  doors  and  windows 
coped  with  freestone ;  the  tower  at  the  west  end  is  eighty  feet  high, 
and  has  a  ring  of  six  bells.  A  clock  and  chimes  were  added  in  1736. 
The  church  is  regularly  stalled  with  oak.  There  are  two  galleries ; 
that  on  the  west  has  an  excellent  organ,  erected  in  1 759 ;  the  north 
gallery  was  added  in  1748.  The  additional  piece  of  ground  to  the 
cemetry  was  consecrated  by  bishop  Trevor,  July  20,  1770.  During 
the  episcopacy  of  bishop  Poor,  who  died  in  1234,  a  chapel  of  ease 
was  erected  at  Stockton,  which  becoming  ruinous,  and  too  smaU  for 
the  increased  number  of  inhabitants  was  taken  down,  and  this  church 
built  in  its  stead. — Surtees. 

June  10. — A  petition  was  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  queen  Anne, 
concerning  a  riot  of  the  keelmen  in  the  port  of  Tyne.  They  had  put 
an  entire  stop  to  the  coal  trade. — Brand. 

This  year,  the  gallery  at  the  north  side  of  St.  John's  church,  in 
Newcastle,  was  erected,  and  the  porch  rebuilt : — Thomas  Fletcher, 
Robert  Percival,  John  Quincy,  and  John  Fairlam,  then  being  church- 
wardens.— Ihid. 

1711  (Jan.  15). — Mr.  Jacob  Bee,  the  chronologist,  was  buried  at 
St.  Margaret's  church,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  at  which  place  he  was 
bom  in  1636.  He  was  brought  up  to  the  sister  arts  of  skinner  and 
glover,  and  flourished  in  his  native  city  for  nearly  three  quarters  of  a 
century.  "  Bee's  Diaby,"  is  a  very  curious  collection  of  local  occur- 
rences, stated  in  very  quaint  and  homely  language,  nevertheless  his 
veracity  has  never  been  questioned.  He  was  a  humble,  but  indefati- 
gable chronologist,  thereby  handing  to  posterity  the  many  events 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  lost,  but  for  this  industrious  Bee. 
In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  was  an  out-pensioner  of  Sherbum  hos- 
pital.— Sharp's  Bei%  Diary. 
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1711  (Mar.) — ^Died,  George  Morland,  of  Windleston,  esq.,  eldest  son 
of  John  Morland,  an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Durham.  He  was  mayor 
of  Durham  in  1690,  and  represented  the  city  in  the  convention  par- 
liament, and  in  the  first  parliament  of  William  III.  He  was  buried 
at  St.  Oswald's,  Durham,  26th  March,  1711. — Sharp's  Burg,  of  Dur, 

May. — Died,  Lionel  Vane,  of  Long  Newton,  esq.,  eldest  surviving 
son  of  sir  George  Vane,  of  Long  Newton,  knight,  great  grandson  to 
sir  Henry  Vane,  of  Fairlawn,  knt.,  secretary  of  state  to  Charles  I., 
and  lineal  ancestor  to  the  present  marchioness  of  Londonderry.  He 
represented  the  county  of  Durham  in  the  parliaments  of  1698,  1700 
and  1701,  and  died  before  26th  May,  \1\\.— Sharp's  Knts.  o/Dur. 

Aug.  1. — This  day  was  published  by  Mr.  John  White,  printer,  the 
first  paper  entitled  the  Newcastle  Gourant.  It  was  at  the  time  of  its 
commencement,  the  only  newspaper  north  of  the  Trent,  and,  for 
several  years,  published  three  times  a-week.  It  was  not  commenced 
being  numbered  until  Saturday,  May  the  first,  1725,  when  number  1. 
appeared  in  demy  4to.  (4  pages),  price  two-pence,  including  stamp 
one  halfpenny.  This  paper,  which  is  now  published  on  the  Friday, 
contains  in  its  present  enlarged  form,  almost  fifty  times  as  much  infor- 
mation as  in  1725,  and  is  only  charged  fourpence-halfpenny,  including 
a  stamp  duty  of  one  penny.  It  is  still  published  under  its  original 
tide,  by  Messrs.  Blackwell  and  Go.    See  January  26,  1769. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence,  in  Sunderland,  of  a  victory  ^in- 
ed  over  the'  French  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  on  the  5th  of 
August  this  year,  an  illumination  took  place,  and  a  hogshead  of  ale 
was  procured,  and  brought  opposite  the  house  of  the  rev.  Geo.  Wil- 
Bon,  a  dissenting  minister,  (near  the  exchange  tavern)  to  regale  the 
populace.  Mr.  Wilson  was  sent  for,  and  it  was  insisted  that  he 
should  drink  the  queen^s  health  on  his  knees ;  to  which  he  answered, 
that  he  ^'  never  kneeled  but  to  his  God.**^  On  this  refusal,  his  vrin- 
dows  were  inmiediately  broken.  Not  satisfied  with  this  outrage,  they 
shortly  afterwards  undermined  his  chapel  on  the  north  side,  and 
caused  it  on  the  following  Sunday  to  give  way,  which  being  perceived 
by  the  congregation,  they  lost  no  time  in  rushing  out.  An  action  at 
law  was  the  consequence  of  this  proceeding,  in  which  Mr.  WiLaon 
was  successful,  and  gained  considerable  damages. — Macienzie'^s  Dur. 

Aug.  13. — Thomas  Wilson,  John  Brady,  Andrew  Millw,  Andrew 
Langland,  and  Robert  Evans,  were  tried  at  the  Durham  assizes,  for 
having,  in  the  night  of  the  19th  of  the  preceding  December,  broken 
into  the  house  of  William  Storey,  a  miller  at  Hedley,  and  stolen 
therefrom  ten  guineas  in  gold,  ^59.  5s.  in  money,  &c.  They  were 
found  guilty  and  executed. — Local  Bee. 

This  year,  Denton  tower  (part  of  the  town'^s  wall  at  the  west  end 
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of  the  poetern)  which  is  the  hall  or  meeting  house  of  the  incorporated 
company  of  wallers,  bricklayers,  and  plasterers,  of  Newcastle,  was 
repaired  at  their  expence,  Richard  Fletcher  and  William  Johnson 
wardens.  Previous  to  this  time  their  place  of  meeting  was  in  White 
Friar  tower.  They  have  an  ancient  mutilated  ordinary  belonging  to 
them,  which  Mr.  Brand  does  not  appear  to  have  seen,  as  he  makes 
no  mention  of  it.  It  was  first  printed  in  "  The  Armorial  Bearings  of 
the  Incorporated  Companies  of  Newcastle,  1824." 


White  P«iab  Tower,  Newcastle. 

The  organ  gallery  at  the  west  raid  of  St.  Andrew's  church,  New- 
castle, was  erected  this  year,  at  the  charge  of  the  parish.— iocai  See. 

1712  (May  9). — The  free  school  belonging  to  iie  Trinity-house  in 
Newcastle,  was  ordered  by  the  master  and  brethren,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  children.     The  school-house  was  rebuilt  in  1753. — Brand. 

The  dwellers  on  the  north  road  were  surprised  by  the  phenomenon 
of  a  vehicle  which  traversed  the  distance  between  London  and  Edin- 


344  LOCAL  HI8TORIAn''8  [a.  d.  1714. 

burgh,  in  the  brief  space  of  a  fortnight.  The  commencement  of  this 
surprising  novelty  was  thus  announced  in  the  Newcastle  Courant  for 
October,  1712: — "Edinburgh,  Berwick,  Newcastle,  Durham,  and 
London  stage-coach  begins  on  Monday  the  13th  October,  1712.  All 
that  desire  to  pass  from  Edinbro^  to  London,  or  from  London  to 
Edinbro\  or  any  place  on  that  road,  let  them  repair  to  Mr.  John 
Baillie'^s,  at  the  coach  and  horses,  at  the  head  of  the  Cannongate, 
Edinbro',  every  other  Saturday,  or  to  the  black  swan  in  Holbom, 
every  other  Monday,  at  both  of  which  places  they  may  be  received 
in  a  stage-coach,  which  performs  the  Whole  journey  in  thirteen  days 
without  any  stoppage  (if  God  permit),  having  eighty  able  horses  to 
perform  the  whole  stage.  Each  passenger  paying  <£^4.  10s.  for  the 
whole  journey,  allowing  each  passenger  201bs.  weight,  and  all  above 
to  pay  6d.  per  pound.  The  coach  sets  off  at  six  in  the  morning. 
Performed  by  Henry  Harrison,  Nich.  Speighl,  Bobt.  Garbe,  Bich. 
Croft.'^ 

1713. — Heaton  hall,  about  one  mile  east  of  Newcastle,  was  built. 
It  was  then  the  seat  of  sir  Matthew  White  Bidley,  bart.,  whose 
grandfather,  from  designs  furnished  by  Mr.  Newton,  of  Newcastle, 
architect,  gave  the  building  its  present  elegant  appearance,  by  adding 
the  two  towers,  and  facing  the  front  with  stone.  The  mock  ruins  on 
the  hiU  top  at  Byker,  were  built  as  ornamental  objects  from  Heaton 
hall,  and  at  a  distance  have  an  imposing  and  somewhat  picturesque 
effect.  Tradition  relates  that  king  John  made  Heaton  one  of  the 
places  of  retreat  from  the  anger  of  the  incensed  barons.  Bobert 
de  Guagy  was  greatly  in  the  confidence  of  this  monarch,  and  the  vil- 
lage was  held  of  his  barony.  Buins  of  an  old  building,  fortified  on  the 
north,  still  carry  the  name  of  King  John's  Palace.  The  manor  of 
Heaton  belonged  to  the  Babingtons  of  Hamham  for  many  years, 
and  was  the  seat  of  sir  Henry  Babington  in  1628.  A  descendant  of 
the  family,  in  a  low  situation,  recovered  a  share  of  Heaton  colliery  in 
1796. — Hodgson's  Northd.  8w. 

An  act  was  obtained  for  making  the  chapelry  of  Stockton  a  distinct 
parish.  The  preamble  states  that  Stockton  is  an  ancient  corporation 
and  borough,  and  is  become  a  place  of  commerce  and  very  populous : 
and  that  the  inhabitants  have  instead  of  a  ruinous  chapel,  erected  a 
beautiful  new  church.  It  is  enacted  therefore,  that  the  chapelry,  &c. 
shall,  from  the  24  June,  1713,  be  a  distinct  parish,  and  be  called  by 
the  name  of  the  parish  of  Stockton-upon-Tees,  and  be  divided  from 
the  parish  of  Norton, — Surtees. 

1714  (May), — Died,  Bobert  Byerley,  of  Middridge  grange,  co. 
pal.,  esq.,  son  of  Mr.  Anthony  Byerley,  who  was  a  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of  Newcastle.    He  repre- 
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eentod  tho  county  of  Durham  in  the  parliaments  of  1685  and  1688. — 
Sharp's  Knta.  of  Dur. 

.__,j:-,        HE  first  Btcam  engine  on  the  north  side  of  the 

=1  Tyno,  is  saJd  to  have  been  erected  in  1714,  at 

J|  IJyker  colliery,  the  property  of  Rich,  llidley,  esq, 

^  The  engineer  was  the  reputed  aon  of  a  Swedish 

-    nobleman,  who  taught  mathematics  at  Newcastle. 

B  This  powerful  engine  ia  now  in  common  use  in  all 

^  the  large  collieries.      As   simplifiers   of  it,   the 

names  of. Messrs.  Bolton  and  Watt,  as  well  as 

Smeaton  the  ingenious  builder  of  Eddystono  lighthouse  will  long  be 

held  in  remembrance. — Hodffsoiit  Norihd.  8«). 

,  1714. — The  town-hall  at  Morpeth  was  built  at  the  charge  of  the 
right  honourable  the  earl  of  Carlisle.  It  was  oroctcd  on  tho  «te  of 
the  old  toll-booth  of  which  mention  occurs  in  A.  D.  1513.  The 
town-hall  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  having  been  built  from  a  design  of 
sir  John  Vanburgh. —  Hodgsmt  Northd. 

1715  (March  3.)— Died,  William  Elstob,  the  celebrated  Saxon 
scholar.  Mr.  Elstob  was  the  son  of  Ralph  Elstob,  merchant  adventurer 
of  Newcastle,  and  bom  there,  from  whence  ho  was  sent  to  Eton,  and 
from  thence  to  Catharine-hall,  Cambridge,  which  he  soon  quitted  for 
queen's  college,  Oxford,  whence  he  was  elected  fellow  of  university 
college,  July  ^3,  1696.  Queen's  college,  it  should  seem,  was  at  that 
time  a  nest  of  Saxon  scholars,  and  to  this  study  Mr.  Elstob,  applied 
himself  with  ostreme  diligence.  At  the  request  of  Dr.  Hickes,  he 
translated  into  latiu  the  Saxon  homily  of  Lupus,  and  in  1709,  he  gave 
a  Latin  version  of  the  Saxon  homily  on  St.  Gregory's  day.  His  most 
considerable  design  was  an  edition  of  tho  Saxon  laws,  but  the  publica- 
tion was  prevented  by  his  death.  In  1702,  Mr.  Elstob  had  been 
presented  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  of  which  his  undo 
was  prebendary,  to  the  united  parishes  of  St.  Swithin,  and  St.  Mary 
Bothaw,  London.  This  was  his  only  preferment ;  and  with  the  very 
usual  fate  of  men  of  letters  attached  to  abstruse  and  unfashionable 
literature,  ho  complains  of  evil  days,  poverty,  cold  patrons,  and  neg- 
lected efforts.  He  died  aged  forty-one  years,  after  a  lingering  illness, 
an<l  lies  buried  under  the  altar  table  of  his  parish  church  of  St. 
Swithin.— iSurteetr.     See  May  30,  1756. 

April  19. — Dame  Mary  Oalverley,  assigned  to  trustees  a  bond  for 
oPlOOO.,  which  sum  she  directed  to  be  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  the  rents  of  which  were  to  be  applied  in  the  maintenance  of  a 
charity  to  bo  called  the  bluo-coat  charity  school,  which  was  afterwards 
established  at  Darlington. — Ibid. 

1715  (July  30). — Died,  at  Uambridgo,  John  Smith,  D.  D.,  rector 
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of  IBishopwearmouth.  He  was  bom  in  1659,  at  Lowther,  in  Weat- 
mordaiid,  of  which  plaflo  his  father  was  rector.  In  June,  lt)74,  he 
was  admitted  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge;  proceeded  A.  B.  in  1675, 
and  A.  M.  in  1679.  After  distinguishing  hiioaelf  by  claasioal  attain- 
ments, and  by  a  severe  attention  to  theology,  he  took  holy  onlers  in 
1680,  and  in  1681  accepted  a  minor  oanonry  in  the  cathedral  of  Dui^ 
ham.  In  1686,  he  was  selected  by  lord  Landddowne,  as  his  chaplain 
during  his  emboflay  to  Madrid,  and  on  his  return  soon  after  the  revo- 
lution, was  made  domestic  chaplain  to  lord  Crewe,  bishop  of  Durham. 
In  1695  he  was  coUatod  to  the  rectory  of  (rateshead,  and  to  the 
seventh  prebend  in  the  cathedral.  In  1704,  he  was  removed  from 
Oateshead  to  the  richer  rectory  of  Uishopwcamiouth.  Dr.  Smith 
enjoyed  the  deserved  reputation  of  an  elegant  scholar  and  a  sound 
divine  ;  his  publications  however,  during  his  lifetime  were  confined  to 
a  few  occasional  sermons.  He  furnished  Dr.  Cibaon  with  the  Addi- 
tions relating  to  the  Biihoprick  of  Durhavi,  inserted  in  that  prelate's 
second  edition  of  Camden's  Britannia,  and  he  is  said  to  have  nuule 
some  topographical  and  other  antiquarian  collections  for  a  history  of 
the  county.  But  Dr.  Smith's  attention,  as  an  antiquary,  was  directed 
chiefly  to  the  early  English  historians,  and  to  the  first  ages  of  the 
Saxon  church,  and  his  fame  rests  securely  on  the  magnificent  edition 
of  "  Bede's  Historic  works,"  which  he  had  completed  for  the  press 
with  the  most  devoted  labour  and  industry.  He  had  for  some  timo 
resided  in  Cambridge  for  the  advantage  of  more  ample  references,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  press.  His  remains  were  inter- 
red in  the  chapel  of  St.  John's  college. — Surtees. 

Aug.  17. — Henry  James,  of  Ingleton,  yeoman,  was  tried  at  the 
Durham  assizes,  for  having,  at  Ingleton,  on  the  first  of  August,  said  : 
— "  The  king  is  neither  protestant  nor  churohman,  and  I  will  prove 
it,  and  he  never  did  good  since  he  came  into  England,  and  I  hope  in 
a  short  time  to  be  quit  of  him."  He  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced 
to  stand  in  the  pillory  at  Wolsinghani  for  one  hour  in  open  market ; 
to  be  imprisoned  for  one  year,  and  to  be  fined  100  marks. — Maekea- 
eie'a  Dttr. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


■^^ 


A.  D.   1715 


HIS  year  is  rendered  memorable  by  the  isud- 
den  rise,  the  subsequently  ill-concerted  mea- 
sures, and  the  speedy  end  of  the  rash  rebellion 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  pretender  on 
the  throne  of  England,  in  opposition  to  the 
lawful  prince,  George  I.,  who  succeeded  to 
the  royal  dignity,  by  the  protestant  succes- 
sion, on  the  death  of  queen  Anne.     The  first 
proceedings  of  the  rebels  in  this  part  of  the 
country  took  place  on  the  16th  of  October  this  year,  when  Thomas 
Forster,  esq.,  M.  P.  for  Northumberland,  with  several  gentlemen  of 
the  same  county,  favourable  to  the  pretender,  met  at  a  place  called 
Greenrig.   They  made  no  stay  there,  but  rode  immediately  to  the  top 
of  a  hill  called  the  Waterfalls,  from  whence  they  might  discover  any 
that  came  either  to  join  or  oppose  them.      They  had  not  been 
long  there,  before  they  discovered  the  earl  of  Derwentwater,  who  came 
that  morning  from  his  own  seat  at  Dilston,  with  some  friends,  and  all 
his  servants  mounted,  some  upon  his  coach  horses,  and  all  very  well 
armed.      In  coming  from  Dilston,  they  drew  their  swords  on  the 
bridge  at  Corbridge,  and  in  that  state  marched  through  that  town. 
They  halted  at  Beaufront,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Errington,  where  there 
were  several  other  gentlemen  appointed  to  meet,  who  joined  the  earl 
of  Derwentwater,  from  whence  they  proceeded  in  a  body  to  join  Mr. 
Forster.     On  the  arrival  of  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  and  his  party, 
a  short  council  was  held,  and  it  was  concluded  to  march  to  a  place 
caUed  Plainfield,  near  the  river  Coquet,  where  they  were  joined  by 
others  who  came  straggling  in,  and  having  made  some  stay  there, 
they  marched  to  Rothbury,  where  they  staid  all  night,  and  on  the  7th 
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their  number  still  increasing,  they  marched  to  Warkworth,  where  they 
remained  till  Monday  the  10th.  On  the  Sunday  Mr.  Forster,  who 
now  styled  himself  general,  sent  Mr.  Buxton,  their  chaplain,  to  Mr. 
Ion,  the  parson  of  the  parish,  with  orders  for  him  to  pray  for  the  pre- 
tender as  king,  and  in  the  Litany,  for  Mary,  the  queen  mother,  and  all 
the  dutiful  branches  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  omit  the  usual  names  of 
king  George,  the  prince,  and  princess,  which  Mr.  Ion  wisely  declining, 
Mr.  Buxton  took  possession  of  the  church,  read  prayers,  and  preach- 
ed. Meanwhile,  the  parson,  consulting  his  own  safety,  .went  to  New- 
castle, and  made  the  magistrates  there  acquainted  with  what  had 
happened.  At  Warkworth,  the  rebels  openly  proclaimed  the  pre- 
tender as  king  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  It  was  done  by  Mr.  Forster  in 
disguise  and  by  the  sound  of  trumpets  and  all  the  formality  that  the 
circumstances  and  place  would  admit.  It  may  be  observed  that 
Warkworth  was  the  first  place  in  England  where  the  pretender  was 
prayed  for  and  proclaimed  as  king  of  these  realms.  October  10,  the 
Northumberland  rebels  marched  to  Morpeth,  where  several  joined 
them.  At  Felton,  they  were  augmented  by  70  Scots  horse,  or  rather 
gentlemen  from  the  borders,  which  increased  this  party  to  about  300 
strong,  all  horse.  During  the  time  the  rebels  were  at  Morpeth,  Mr. 
Forster  received  intelligence  that  Holy  Island  castle  was  seized  for 
the  pretender.  The  rebels  were  now  in  a  body  at  Morpeth,  promising 
themselves  a  fine  harvest  at  Newcastle.  Mr.  Buxton  taking  upon 
himself  the  office  of  herald  as  well  as  priest,  proclaimed  the  pretender. 
A  party  was  sent  who  seized  the  post  at  Felton  bridge,  and  one 
Thomas  Gibson,  a  smith  of  Newcastle,  whom  they  apprehended  and 
detained  as  a  spy.  Having  by  this  time  learned  the  defensible  state 
of  Newcastle,  they  marched  to  Hexham,  where  they  were  joined  by 
some  more  Scots  horse.  From  this  place  they  all  marched  to  a  heath 
or  moor  adjoining  Dilston,  the  seat  of  the  earl  of  Derwentwater, 
where  they  halted  a  while  to  consider  whether  it  would  be  advisable 
to  proceed  to  Newcastle,  but  they  returned  again  to  Hexham,  ha\ing 
had  certain  intelligence  from  some  of  their  friends  in  Newcastle,  that 
even  before  any  regular  troops  entered  that  town  the  magistrates  and 
deputy-lieutenants,  having  first  had  some  suspicion  and  afterwards 
positive  intelligence  of  the  design  of  the  rebels,  had  effectually  pre- 
vented it,  by  walling  up  the  gates  with  stone  and  lime,  and  raising 
what  men  they  could,  securing  and  imprisoning  all  papists  and  sus- 
pected persons,  arming  and  encouraging  the  inhabitants  for  its 
defence,  exhibiting  a  very  commendable  zeal  in  the  interest  of  the 
king,  and  the  service  of  the  town,  and  no  less  courage  in  their  appli- 
cation to  the  defence  of  the  place.  They  got  the  militia  and  train 
hands,  who  were  ordered  to  muster  on  Killingworth-moor,  near  the 
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town,  to  be  taken  into  it  for  its  better  defence.  At  the?  Ramc  timo 
the  earl  of  Scarborough,  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Nortliumber- 
land,  repaired  with  his  friends  to  Newcastle,  and  the  gentry  of  those 
parts  after  his  lordship^s  example,  mounted  their  neighbours  and  ten- 
ants on  horseback,  so  that  the  town  was  full  of  men,  unanimously 
declaring  for  king  George.  An  association  was  entered  into  by  ail 
parties,  both  churchmen  and  dissenters,  for  the  mutual  defence  of 
their  lives  and  estates,  and  a  body  of  700  volunteers  were  armed  by 
the  town  for  their  guard ;  the  keelmen  also  offered  a  body  of  700 
more  to  be  ready  at  half  an  hour''s  warning,  which  was  accepted  at 
the  same  time,  the  association  aforesaid  was  signed  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  loyal  inhabitants.  In  the  midst  of  these  loyal  prepara- 
tions, a  battalion  of  foot,  and  a  part  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons  arrived 
at  Newcastle,  which  dispelled  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants.  A  few 
days  after,  lieutenant-general  Carpenter  arrived,  with  Hotham'*s  regi- 
ment of  foot,  and  Cobham,  Molesworth,  and  ChurchilFs  dragoons. 
The  general  now  began  to  prepare  for  attacking  the  rebels  at  Hex- 
ham. During  the  stay  of  the  rebels  at  this  place,  they  had  not  been 
idle,  for  they  seized  all  the  arms  and  horses  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on,  especially  such  as  belonged  to  those  who  were  well  affected  to  the 
king.  Mr.  Buxton  went  to  the  clerg}'man  of  the  town  and  desired 
him  or  his  curate  to  read  prayers  in  the  name  of  king  James  III., 
this  he  modestly  declined,  so  Mr.  Buxton  officiated  and  performed 
the  service.  The  night  before  they  left  Hexham  they  were  all  drawn 
round  the  cross  in  the  market-place,  where  the  pretender  was  pro- 
claimed, and  the  proclamation  fixed  to  the  cross,  which  remained 
there  several  days  after  the  rebels  were  gone.  A  part  of  the  Scots 
rebels  having  by  this  time  penetrated  into  Northumberland  as  far  as 
Rothbury,  the  Northumberland  rebels  marched  from  Hexham  on  the 
19th  of  October,  and  joined  them ;  the  whole  then  proceeded  to 
Wooler,  and  after  a  few  days  stay  there,  they  marched  to  Kelso, 
where  they  continued  from  Saturday  the  22d  to  Thursday  the  27th, 
meanwhile  general  Carpenter,  with  the  regiments  under  his  command, 
had  marched  from  Newcastle,  and  lay  at  Wooler  on  the  27th,  intend- 
ing to  fivce  Kelso  the  next  day,  but  the  rebels  being  apprised  of  the 
motions  of  the  king'^s  troops,  held  a  council  and  determined  to  leave 
Kelso  the  next  morning,  which  they  did  and  marched  to  Jedburgh. 
The  same  day,  general  Carpenter  entered  Kelso,  which  determined 
the  rebels  to  make  a  circuitous  march  through  the  mountains  and 
enter  England,  by  which  means  they  would  be  three  days  in  advance 
of  general  Carpenter.  The  rebels  marched  from  Jedburgh  on  the 
29th  of  October,  and  reached  Hawick,  thence  to  Langholm,  and 
Longtown,  which  had  been  a  long  and  dismal  march,  being  only 
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about  nine  miles  from  Carlisle.  They  halted  all  night  at  Longtown, 
and  the  next  day  entered  England.  Having  learned  that  Carlisle 
was  ready  to  oppose  them,  they  marched  to  Brampton,  where  Mr. 
Forster  opened  his  commission  to  act  as  general  in  England,  which 
had  been  sent  him  by  the  carl  of  Mar,  then  at  Perth.  General  Car- 
penter by  his  forced  marches  having  wearied  his  men,  but  more  his 
horses  for  want  of  good  forage,  gaining  intelligence  that  the  rebels 
were  gone  over  the  mountains,  which  was  impracticable  for  his  heavy 
horse,  returned  to  Newcastle,  where  having  scarcely  refreshed  his 
troops,  he  received  an  express  that  the  rebels  were  marching  to  Lan- 
caster, whither  he  immediately  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  Preston, 
where  the  rebels,  after  defending  that  place  for  some  time,  sur- 
rendered to  the  king'*s  troops.  *  The  noblemen  and  considerable 
officers  were  sent  to  London,  and  led  through  the  streets  pinioned 
and  bound  together.  James,  earl  of  Derwentwater,  was  beheaded  on 
Tower-hill,  Feb.  24,  1716.  April  10th,  Mr.  Forster  escaped  from 
Newgate,  and  the  next  day  a  reward  of  ,£*  1000.  was  offered  for  his 
apprehension,  but. he  reached  the  continent  in  safety.  Of  all  the 
victims  who  perished  in  this  rash  enterprise,  none  fell  more  lamented 
than  the  young  and  generous  earl  of  Derwentwater.  It  is  generally 
supposed  that  the  unfortunate  earFs  last  request,  that  of  burial  with 
his  ancestors  was  refused ;  and  that  the  body  was  interred  in  the 
church  yard  of  St.  Giles\  Holborn.  However,  either  a  sham  burial 
took  place,  or  the  corpse  was  afterwards  removed,  for  it  was  certainly 
carried  secretly  by  his  friends,  resting  by  day  and  travelling  only  by 
night,  into  Northumberland,  and  deposited  with  the  remains  of  his 
father  in  the  chapel  at  Dilston.  Tradition  still  points  out  White- 
smocks^  near  the  city  of  Durham,  as  one  of  the  places  where  the 
corpse  rested,  thus  avoiding  that  city.  In  consequence  of  much  con- 
jecture having  arisen  with  respect  to  the  earPs  body  being  at  Dilston, 
search  was  made  a  few  years  ago,  and  the  coffin  broken  open,  when 
the  body  was  found  after  the  lapse  of  a  century  in  a  complete  state  of 
preservation.  It  was  easily  recognized  by  the  suture  round  the  neck, 
by  the  appearance  of  youth,  and  by  the  regularity  of  the  features. 
The  teeth  were  all  perfect,  but  several  of  them  were  drawn  by  a 

*  Mr.  James  Robson,  stone-miuon,  of  Thropton,  near  Rothbury,  Northumberland, 
was  leader  of  the  band  in  the  pretender*8  army  in  1715.  He  wrote  a  ratire  on  women, 
and  several  other  poetical  pieces,  while  con6ned  prisoner  at  Preston  in  Lancashire.  It  is 
said  that  he  sung  the  satire  at  an  iron-barred  window,  looking  into  a  garden,  where  a  lady 
and  her  maid  were  walking.  When  the  song  was  finished,  the  former  observed.  *  That 
young  man  seems  very  severe  upon  our  sex,  but  perhaps  he  is  singing  more  from  oppres- 
sion than  pleasure  ;  go  give  him  that  half-crown  ;  *'  which  the  maid  handed  through  the 
grating  at  a  period  when  the  captive  poet  was  on  the  point  of  starving. 
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blacksmith,  and  aold  for  half-a-crown  a -piece ;  at  the  same  time  por- 
tions of  the  coffin  were  taken  away  by  the  curious.  In  consequence 
of  these  ravages  the  vault  was  soon  after  closed  up.  The  earl  of 
Derwentwator  was  an  amiable  youth ;  brave,  open,  generous,  and 
humane.  Hia  fate  drew  tears  from  the  spectators,  and  was  a  great 
misfortune  to  the  district  in  which  he  lived.  He  gave  bread  to  mul- 
titudes of  people  whom  he  employed  on  his  estate ;  the  poor,  the 
widow,  and  the  orphan,  rejoiced  in  his  bounty.  The  earl  had  such 
assurance  given  him  of  his  life  by  his  friends,  that  he  was  under  some 
surprise  on  being  brought  to  execution.  He  left  a  paper  behind  him 
asserting  the  justice  of  the  cause  he  died  in.  Charles  Radcliffe, 
brother  to  the  earl,  who  had  also  been  in  the  rebellion,  was  arraigned 
at  the  exchequer  bar  at  Westminster,  May  8,  1716,  for  high  treason 
and  pleaded  not  guilty.  On  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  he  was, 
after  a  short  trial,  found  guilty,  and  on  the  11th  of  December,  he 
made  his  escape  out  of  Newgate.  He  was  taken  at  sea  returning  to 
assist  in  the  rebellion  of  1745,  and  beheaded  on  the  8th  of  December, 
17-*6,  which  gee.  As  before  stated.  Holy  Island  was  seized  for  the 
pretender  by  two  men  oidy,  who  planned  and  performed  the  following 
desperate  exploit : — "  One  Lancelot  Errington,  a  man  of  an  ancient 
and  respectable  family  in  Northumberland,  and  of  a  bold  and  enter- 
4)rising  spirit,  entered  into  a  conspiracy  for  seizing  this  castle  for  the 
pretender,  in  which,  it  is  said,  he  waa  promised  assistance,  not  only 
by  Mr,  Forster,  the  rebel  general,  then  in  arms,  but  also  by  the 
mosten)  of  suveral  French  privateers.     At  this  time,  the  garrison 
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consisted  of  a  sergeant,  a  corporal,  and  ten  or  twelve  men  only.  In 
order  to  put  this  scheme  into  execution,  being  well  known  in  that 
country,  he  went  to  the  castle,  and  after  some  discourse  with  the 
sergeant,  invited  him  and  the  rest  of  the  men,  who  were  not  immedi- 
ately on  duty,  to  partake  of  a  treat  on  board  of  the  ship  of  which  ho 
was  master,  then  lying  in  the  harbour;  this  being  unsuspectedly 
accepted  of,  he  so  well  plied  his  guests  with  brandy,  that  they  were 
soon  incapable  of  any  opposition.  These  men  being  thus  secured,  he 
made  some  pretence  for  going  on  shore,  and,  with  Mark  Errington, 
his  nephew,  returning  again  to  the  castle,  they  knocked  down  the 
centinel,  surprised  and  turned  out  an  old  gunner,  the  corporal,  and 
two  other  soldiers,  being  the  remainder  of  the  garrison,  and  shutting 
the  gates,  hoisted  the  pretender's  colours  as  a  signal  of  their  success, 
anxiously  expecting  the  promised  succour.  No  reinforcement  coming, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  a  party  of  the  king'^s  troops  arriving  bom  Ber- 
wick, they  were  obliged  to  retreat  over  the  walls  of  the  castle,  among 
the  rocks,  hoping  to  conceal  themselves  under  the  sea-weeds  till  it 
was  dark,  and  then,  by  swimming  to  the  main  land,  to  make  their 
escape.  But  the  tide  rising,  they  were  obliged  to  swim,  when  the 
soldiers  firing  at  Lancelot  as  he  was  climbing  up  a  rock,  wounded 
him  in  the  thigh.  Thus  disabled,  he  and  his  nephew  were  taken  and 
conveyed  to  Berwick  gaol,  where  they  continued  till  his  wound  was 
cured.  *  During  this  time,  he  had  dug  a  burrow  quite  under  the 
foundations  of  the  prison,  depositing  the  earth  taken  out  in  an  old 
oven.  Through  this  burrow  he  and  his  nephew,  with  divers  other 
prisoners,  escaped ;  but  most  of  the  latter  were  soon  after  taken. 
The  two  Erringtons,  however,  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  their 
way  to  the  Tweedside,  where  they  found  the  custom-house  boat; 
they  rowed  themselves  over,  and  afterwards  turned  it  adrift.  From 
thence  they  pursued  their  journey  to  Bamborough  castle,  near  which 
they  were  concealed  nine  days  in  a  pearstack,  a  relation,  who  resided 
in  the  castle,  supplying  them  with  provisions.  At  length,  travelling 
in  the  night  by  secret  paths,  they  reached  Gateshead-house,  near 
Newcastle,  where  they  were  secreted  till  they  secured  a  passage  from 

*  Errington,  who  surprised  Holy  bland  in  1715,  kept  for  many  years  the  Salutation 

Inn,  at  the  head  of  the  Flesh  Market,  Newcastle.     His  wife  was  a  Selby  of ,  and 

his  house  was  frequented  by  Jacobite  gentlemen  and  others,  on  account  of  the  principles 
and  family  of  the  owners.  It  was  also  much  used  by  a  set  of  men  usually  then  stiled 
London  Riders.  One  of  them,  noticing  the  Selby*s  arms  over  the  dining  room  chimney, 
observed  to  Mrs.  Errington,  that  some  property  in  one  of  the  southern  counties  which 
had  belonged  to  a  person  of  that  name  lay  unclaimed  for  want  of  an  heir.  Which  put 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Errington  on  making  enquiry,  and  they  actually  recovered  something  con- 
siderable, with  which  they  purchased  an  annuity  and  retired  to  Benwell,  where  they  lived 
for  some  years  very  much  respected.— iSjpearman's  Notes. 
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Sunderland  to  France.  A  reward  of  i?500.  was  now  offered  to  any 
one  who  would  apprehend  them ;  notwithstanding  which,  Lancelot 
was  so  daring  as  soon  after  to  come  into  England,  and  even  to  visit 
some  of  his  friends  in  Newgate.  After  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, when  every  thing  was  quiet,  ho  and  his  nephew  took  the  benefit 
of  the  general  pardon,  and  returned  to  Newcastle,  where  he  died 
about  the  year  1 746*,  as  it  is  said,  of  grief,  at  the  victory  of  Culloden. 
— PatteiCs  Rehdlion,     Surtees^  Sfc. 

1715. — The  rev.  George  Walker,  vicar  of  Stockton,  shortly  after 
he  came  to  reside  there,  was  caHed  upon  to  inter  a  poor  person. 
AVhen  they  came  to  the  grave,  the  attendants  were  preparing  to  take 
the  body  out  of  the  shell,  or  coffin,  which  contained  it.  He  enquired 
what  they  were  doing,  and  was  informed,  that  the  same  coffin  was 
used  for  the  funerals  of  the  poor,  and  that  this  was  intended  to  servo 
again  He  insisted  on  its  being  put  into  the  ground  with  the  body  ; 
and  from  that  time  took  care  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  an  act 
of  indecencv. — Brewster, 

1716. — The  following  singular  entry  occurs  in  the  register  of  burials 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  Hartlepool. — "  Nicholas  Ward,  unfortu- 
nately smoor  d  to  death,  in  sinking  for  a  draw  well  in  his  fathers  back- 
side/] 0  feb.  17J  er—Chron.  Mir. 

March  6. — Tuesday  night,  a  remarkable  aurora  borealis  was  seen 
in  the  sky,  which  is  said  to  have  been  interpreted  by  the  jacobito 
party  as  an  omen  of  God's  displeasure  against  the  ruling  powers  for 
beheading  the  rebel  lords:  a  pleasant  countryman,  by  an  equally 
justifiable  interpretation,  is  said  to  have  declared,  that  it  was  "  an 
illumination,  and  publick  rejoicing  in  the  heavens  for  the  defeat  of 
king  George'^s  enemies.**'  The  comment  of  the  latter  seemed  most 
consonant  both  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  phenomenon.  Some 
melancholy  fanatics  fancied,  however,  that  they  saw  in  this  novel  ap- 
pearance, men  without  their  heads.  A  popular  notion  prevailed  at 
that  time,  and  is  scarcely  now  eradicated  among  the  peasants  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  on  the  beheading  of  earl  of  Derwentwater,  who 
had  a  most  amiable  private  character,  Dilston  brook,  that  passes  by 
the  place  where  his  seat  stood,  near  Hexham  in  Northumberland,  ran 
with  blood. — Brand. 

1716  (July  13). — John  Hall,  esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Otter- 
bum,  in  Northumberland,  where  his  ancestors  had  been  long  seated, 
was  executed  at  Tyburn  as  a  traitor.  He  had  been  captain  of  a 
trainband  in  queen  Anne"'s  time,  but  engaging  in  the  rebellion  of 
171'),  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Preston,  in  Lancashire.  When 
brought  to  London  and  indicted,  for  having  joined,  aided,  and  abet- 
ted the  rebels,  two  witnesses  depostid  that  ho  was  seen  at  different 
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places  with  the  rebels  ;  but  in  his  defence  he  said,  that  having  been 
at  a  meeting  of  the  justices  at  Plainfield,  he  had  lodged  at  a  friend^s 
house,  and  that  on  the  following  day,  while  he  was  stooping  on  his 
horse'^s  neck,  to  screen  himself  from  the  tempestous  weather,  himself 
and  his  servant  were  surrounded  by  rebels,  who  forced  them  away ; 
and  that  he  was  unarmed,  and  had  only  seven  shillings  and  sixpence 
in  his  possession.  Though  this  circumstance  was  sworn  by  Mr.  HalFs 
servant,  yet  the  court  in  the  charge  of  the  jury,  observed,  that  "  if  a 
man  was  seen  with  rebels,  yet  if  it  appeared  that  he  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  escaping,  and  did  not  do  it,  but  continued  by  his 
presence  to  abet  and  comfort  them,  it  was  treason  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law.""  Now,  as  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  Mr.  Hall  bad 
liberty  to  ride  out  when  he  pleased,  and  did  not  seem  to  be  restrain- 
ed, the  jury  found  him  guilty ;  and  when  the  court  passed  sentence 
on  him,  he  said,  "  God's  will  be  done.'"  In  his  passage  to  the  place 
of  execution,  on  a  sledge,  he  gave  not  the  least  tokens  of  dismay, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  have  put  on  a  bold  resolution,  and,  in 
a  kind  of  bravado,  now  and  then  tossed  his  hat  round  his  head,  as  if 
he  gloried  in  his  punishment.  For  offences  against  the  state,  he  had 
been,  reprieved  five  times. — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

1716  (Oct.) — A  party  of  Swiss  dragoons,  stationed  in  Newcastle, 
tempted  by  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants,  had  formed  the  desperate 
resolution  of  plundering  the  town,  but  were  prevented  by  the  English 
soldiers  quartered  there. — Local  Bee. 

This  year,  as  a  mason  was  digging  for  stone  near  Deer-street, 
beside  Glanton  Westfield,  he  discovered  an  empty  stone  chest,  up- 
wards of  tluree  feet  long.  Some  time  afterwards,  three  more  chests, 
of  a  similar  form,  with  covers,  were  discovered  at  the  same  place. 
There  were  two  urns  and  some  fine  earth  in  each,  with  some  charcoal 
and  human  bones,  on  which  were  the  marks  of  fire.  Near  these  were 
two  other  urns,  one  large,  and  the  other  very  small ;  they  were  of 
ordinary  pottery,  and  on  being  exposed  to  the  air,  fell  in  pieces. — 
Hod^gsorCs  Northd,  8t?o. 

The  Carpenters'*  tower  (Wall-knoll-gate),  so  called  because  the 
incorporated  company  of  carpenters,  or  shipwrights,  of  Newcastle, 
meet  in  it,  was  one  of  the  towers  on  the  Roman  wall.  This  company, 
in  the  above  year,  took  down  the  upper  part  of  it,  which  they  rebuilt. 
Before  taken  down,  this  portion  was  much  of  the  same  size,  model, 
and  stone  with  the  tower  of  Butchester,  in  Northumberland,  which 
was  certainly  one  of  the  towers  of  the  Roman  wall. — Brand, 

In  clearing  away  a  heap  of  rubbish  from  an  old  foundation  at  Lan- 
chester,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was  found  a  gold  plate,  extremely 
thin,  weighing  just  two  guineas.     It  is  in  the  cathedral  library  at 
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Durham.  Numerous  Roman  altars,  coins,  &c.,  have  been  dug  up  at 
Lanchester.  Near  this  place  is  a  remarkably  entire  roman  camp. 
The  church  here,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  is  a  neat  structure,  of 
considerable  antiquity ;  the  east  window  has  been  filled  with  painted 
glass. — Local  Bee, 

North  Gosforth  chapel,  now  nearly  levelled  with  the  ground,  began 
to  be  disused  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Its  remains 
are  situate  upwards  of  a  mile  north  of  the  present  church,  and  consist 
of  the  church  or  chapel,  a  grave  yard,  monumental  and  other  stones. 
R.  W.  Brandling,  esq.  in  the  summer  of  1826,  caused  the  place  to  be 
cleared  of  the  weeds  and  long  deposited  rubbish,  that  covered  it. 
which  exposed  many  more  of  these  mementoes.  Evident  traces  exist 
of  its  having  suffered  from  fire,  and  a  cross  wall  with  a  piece  of  that 
on  the  north  side,  and  adjoining  the  former,  of  more  modem  mason 
work,  give  rise  to  a  conjecture  that  some  portion  of  the  erection  has 
been  rebuilt,  leaving  out  a  part  of  the  west  end  ;  but  subsequently  to 
have  fallen  to  the  north,  as  the  walls  shew,  which  are  standing  three 
or  four  feet  high,  and  in  the  front  lean  outwards.  Two  buttresses 
remain  at  the  west  end  ;  but  at  no  other  part  of  the  building.  The 
chancel  has  been  divided  from  the  nave  by  an  arch  6^  feet  wide. 
The  former  has  been  entered  by  a  door  on  the  south  side,  and  the 
latter  by  one  on  the  north,  near  to  the  dividing  arch.  The  chapel  is 
674  f®®**  l^^'^gi  a^d  23^  feet  broad  on  the  out  side.  The  above  has 
been  gleaned  from  an  article  in  the  Archselogia  ^liana  by  Mr.  John 
Bell,  where  further  information  may  be  found. 

1717  (Dec.  16). — Died,  sir  Henry  Bellasyse,  of  Brancepeth  castle, 
knight,  descended  from  the  ancient  family  of  Bellasyse,  of  HenknoU, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  of  Pottoe,  county  of  York,  son  of  sir 
Richard  Bellasyse  of  Ludworth  and  Owton,  knight.  He  represented 
the  city  of  Durham  in  the  parliaments  of  1702,  1705,  and  1710.  He 
was  a  lieutenant-general  in  the  British  forces  in  Flanders,  under 
king  William  111.  sometime  governor  of  Galway,  in  Ireland,  and 
of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. — Sharp's  Burg,  of  Dur, 

1718. — Warburton  in  a  letter  to  Roger  Ga,le,  Jan.  5,  this  year, 
says,  that  about  two  miles  south  of  Thornton,  close  by  the  military 
way  called  the  DeviFs  Causeway,  "  are  two  large  stones  standing  on 
their  end  like  those  at  Borrowbridge,  but  not  so  big,  and  betwixt 
them  a  tumulus,  which  I  was  at  the  expence  of  opening,  and  in  it 
found  a  stone  coffin,  about  three  feet  in  length,  two  in  breadth,  and 
two  in  depth,  which  was  black  in  the  inside  with  smoke,  and  had  in 
it  several  lumps  of  glutinous  matter,  which  my  workmen  would  needs 
have  to  be  pieces  of  the  dead  hero's  flesh.  It  was  covered  over  with 
two  flat  stones,  and  not  above  a  yard  in  depth  from  the  summit  of  the 
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tumulus,  but  had  neither  inscription,  bonea,  coins,  urns,  or  other  re- 
markable thing." — ( HutchiiisoiCs  Northd.)  The  highly  interesting 
and  remarkable  group  of  antiquities  here  spoken  of,  are  repreeented 
in  tlie  annexed  engraving. 


They  are  called  the  Poind  and  hie  man,  and  are  situated  on  the  north 
side  of  Hamham  moor,  Northumberland.  Lonl  Wliartoa'a  "  Order 
of  the  Watchea  upon  the  Middle  Marches"  in  1.552,  directs  "the 
watch  to  be  kept  at  the  Two  Stones,  called  th«  Poind  and  his  Man-, 
with  two  men  nightly,  of  the  inhabitors  of  BoHame." — Hodtfaoiia 
Northd. 

1 718  (Jan.  18-)-Died,  sir  Samuel  Garth,  poet  and  physician.  He  was 
bom  at  Bolam,  in  the  parish  of  Gainforth,  in  the  county  of  Durham. 
He  became  fellow  of  the  college  of  physicians,  and  obtained  much 
celebrity  for  his  poem  entitled  "  The  DispenKirj',"  which  he  published 
during  the  contention  generated  by  the  edict,  passed  in  July,  1687, 
for  giving  gratuitous  advice  to  the  neighbouring  poor.  His  active 
benevolence  and  extensive  charities  deserve  the  greatest  praise.  Ho 
was  buried  in  the  church  at  H arrow-on- the-hi II,  near  London.  "  His 
death,"  observes  Pope,  in  a  letter  written  shortly  after,  "was  unaf- 
fected enough  to  have  made  a  saint  or  a  philosopher  famous,  if  ever 
there  was  a  good  christian  without  knowing  himself  to  be  so,  it  was 
Dr.  Garth.— ^tosr.  Brii. 

May  25. — Cut-throat-house,  a  ruinous  cottage  near  Bradley  hall, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Wear,  derives  its  name  from  one  of  those 
deeds,  the  result  of  an  aberration  of  intellect,  at  which  human 
nature  revolts.  Jane,  the  wife  of  Anthony  Oarthwaite,  on  the  above 
day,  while  her  husband  was  absent  at  his  work,  here  cut  the  throats 
of  three  of  her  children  and  herself;  a  fourth  boy,  named  Richard, 
escaped  by  stratagem. — Mackenzie's  Dur. 

The  Blue-coat  school,  in  tho  city  of  Durham,  was  founded  this  year. 
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In  1736,  SIX  girls  were  added.     The  numbers  have  since  increased.— 
Suriees. 

1719  (Jan.  3). — Died,  Mr.  Richard  Coats,. gent.,  of  Hoiton  grange, 
Northumberland.  He  left  his  whole  effects,  at  or  about  i?70.  per 
annum,  to  the  parish  of  Ponteland,  for  a  charity  school.  He  was 
interred  in  the  church  at  Ponteland.  Mrs.  Barbara  Coats  built  the 
school  house,  at  her  own  charge. — MaddisorCs  Prestwick  Carr. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  an  old  brass  seal  was  dug  up  from 
under  a  third  pavement,  in  sinking  a  well  at  Carlisle,  with  the  follow- 
ing legend  : — "  S.  ''Beate  Marie  de  Gathesevid.""  Bishop  Nicholson 
sent  the  seal  to  doctor  Ellison,  with  his  opinion  that  it  belonged  to 
the  church  of  St.  Mary  in  Gateshead. — Brwnd, 

June  13. — Richard  Ward,  aged  105,  or  more^  was  buried  at  Har- 
tlepool.— Par,  Beg, 

An  act  of  parliament  was  obtained  for  erecting  the  township  of 
Sunderland  into  a  distinct  rectory.  Previous  to  this  period  Sunder- 
land was  included  in  the  parish  of  Bishop- Wearmouth.  Sunderland 
church,  a  spacious,  handsome  fabric  of  brick,  with  a  square  tower,  was 
consecrated  on  September  5th,  this  year,  by  John  Robinson,  bishop  of 
London  ;  Lord  Crewe  being  then  above  80  years  old.  Dr.  Mangey, 
dean  of  Durham,  preached  the  consecration  sermon. — Surfees, 

The  Low  meeting-house,  on  the  north-east  side  of  Hide  hill,  Ber- 
wick, was  built  this  year. — Mackenzie's  Norihd, 

Com  market  chapel,  (Independent)  Sunderland,  founded.  The 
register  of  births  and  baptisms,  extending  from  1717  to  1802,  and 
from  1802  to  1837.— ^q!?.  of  Pari  Com. 

This  year,  the  barracks  and  govemor^s  house  at  Berwick  were  built. 
They  have  since  been  much  repaired  and  improved.  These  were  tho 
first  barracks  erected  in  Great  Britain.  They  are  not  now  occu- 
pied.— FuUer''8  Berwick, 

1720  (Feb.  21).— Buried,  Elizabeth  Walton,  of  Shittlehope  side, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  who  dyed  in  the  one  hundred  &  fifth  year 
of  her  age.  She  read  without  spectacles  within  14  days  of  her  death, 
and  spun  within  3  days  of  her  death. — Stanhope  Reg, 

May. — Died,  sir  Robert  Eden,  baronet.  His  family  was  first 
seated  at  Preston-on-Tees,  then  at  Belsis,  by  marriage  with  tho 
heiress  of  Lambton,  of  Belsis,  (a  family  certainly  connected  with 
the  Lambtons  of  Lambton),  and  afterward  at  West  Auckland,  by 
marriage  with  the  co-heiress  of  Dalton  and  Hutton.  Sir  Robert  wa& 
the  eldest  son  of  John  Eden,  esq.,  and  was  created  a  baronet,  13th 
Nov.  1672.  He  represented  tho  county  in  1689,  1698,  1702,  1705, 
1708,  and  1710.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Helen's  Auckland,  l7th  May, 
1 720,— ShafTpi* 8  Knts,  of  Dttr.  ^ 
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Independent  chapel,  Horsley,  founded.  The  register  of  births  and 
baptisms,  extending  from  1785  to  1836. — Bep.  of  Pari.  Com. 

1721. — The  charity  school  at  Stockton  was  founded  by  voluntary 
contributions.  Twenty  boys  only  were  then  taught  and  clothed,  but 
owing  to  its  greatly  increased  revenues,  sixteen  girls  were  added,  in 
1759.  The  late  George  Brown,  esq.  of  Stockton,  in  1816,  amongst 
other  munificent  bequests,  left  one  thousand  pounds  to  this  charity, 
with  which  the  building  was  completed  in  its  present  handsome  state. 
At  present  twenty  boys  and  twenty  girls  are  clothed ;  but  the  school, 
as  to  instruction,  is  open  to  an  unlimited  number.  Near  three  hun- 
dred boys  and  girls  are  now  taught. — Surtees, 

June  8. — Being  Thursday  in  Whitsunweek,  the  first  gold  cup, 
^ven  by  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  to  be  run  for  upon  the  town- 
moor,  was  won  by  Mr.  R.  Baikes. — Brand. 

Died,  this  year,  the  hon.  Charles  Montagu,  fifth  son  of  the  gallant 
Edward,  first  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  nephew  to  Nathaniel  lord  Crewe, 
bishop  of  Durham.  He  was  appointed  spiritual  chancellor  of  the 
diocese,  19th  Nov.  1685,  and  served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  for  the 
county.  He  represented  the  city  of  Durham  in  the  parliaments  of 
1685,  1695,  1698,  1700,  and  l70l.—S/iarp'8  Burg.  o/Dur. 

Dec.  5. — ^Buried  at  HaJtwhistle,  Northumberland,  Margaret  Rout- 
ledge,  of  that  town,  aged  112  years. — Par.  Beg. 

December  21. — Died,  Richard  Lumley,  lord  Lumley,  first  earl  of 
Scarborough.  This  gallant  officer  commanded  a  regiment  of  horse, 
and  had  a  principal  share  in  gaining  the  victory  of  Sedgemore.  He 
also  contributed  essentially  to  the  success  of  the  glorious  revolution 
in  1688.  The  many  offices  of  state  which  he  filled  with  zeal  and 
ability,  prove  that  he  was  a  nobleman  of  exalted  talents  and  charac- 
ter. He  was  lord  lieutenant  and  custos  rotulorum  of  Northumber- 
land, lord  lieutenant  of  Durham,  lord  lieutenant  and  custos  rotulorum 
of  Newcastle,  and  vice  admiral  of  the  sea  coasts  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland . — Surtees. 

This  year,  an  alms-house  for  twelve  poor  persons,  on  Wearmouth- 
green,  was  endowed  under  the  will  of  John  Bowes,  rector,  but  the 
foundation  is  very  trifling,  scarce  more  than  a  habitation,  rent-free. — 
Ibid. 

William  Talbot,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  was  translated  thence  to  the 
see  of  Durham.  He  died  in  London  on  the  10th  of  October,  1730. — 
lUd. 

This  year,  great  part  of  the  town  of  Wooler,  in  Northumberland, 
was  destroyed  by  fire. — HodgsmCs  Nortlid.  8w. 

Walker  estate  was,  this  year,  forfeited  to  the  corporation  of  New- 
castle.— Brand. 
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1721. — The  steam  engine  appears  to  have  been  in  common  use 
at  the  collieries  in  the  north  at  this  time. — Brand. 

1722  (April  6). — ^Buried,  Bryan  Pearson,  the  abbey  dog-whipper. 
— Beg.  of  St.  MafyAe-BoWy  Durham. 

June  14. — The  "  Flying  Post''  of  this  date  mentions  the  appear- 
ance, at  a  review,  of  the  bishop  of  Durham,  on  horseback,  in  the 
king's  train,  dressed  ^^  in  a  lay  habit  of  purple,  with  Jack  boots,  and 
his  hat  cocked,  and  a  black  wig  tied  behind  him,  like  a  military 
officer." 

July  8. — The  river  (Wear)  rose  higher  than  was  remembered, 
generally  called  Slaters  food.  Slater,  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  Durham, 
was  brought  from  St.  Nicholas'  parish  for  burial  at  St.  Oswald's. 
"  Y*  river  was  risen  so  high  y*  they  could  not  bring  the  corps  up 
New  Elvet,  but  were  obliged  to  carry  it  up  Old  Elvet  and  Ratten 
Bow.  It  was  y*  greatest  flood  in  y*  had  been  in  y*  memory  of  man." 
— Beg.  of  St.  OsioaM^  Durham. 

1723. — The  parochial  register  of  Jarrow  records  the  death  of 
^'  John  Luckey  &  his  wife,  being  burnt  almost  to  ashes,  bur.  8  Mar. 
1723."— C»r(w.  Mir. 

June  1. — Died  at  Bristol,  George  Baker,  of  Crook  hall,  county  of 
Durham,  esq.,  great-grandson  of  sir  George  Baker,  recorder,  and  one 
of  the  loyal  defenders  of  Newcastle  against  the  Scots.  He  repre- 
sented the  city  of  Durham  in  parliament  in  1713,  1714,  and  1715. 
He  was  buried  at  Lanchester,  12th  June. — Sharp's  Burg.  o/Dur. 

Aug.  12. — ^At  the  assizes  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  Edward  Biddell, 
attorney,  was  tried  for  killing  captain  Lilbum  in  a  duel,  in  the  Nuns' 
garden,  in  that  town,  and  acquitted,  no  proof  having  been  made  that 
Mr.  Biddell  killed  him. — Brand. 

August. — Died,  Henry  Liddell,  of  Newton,  near  Durham,  esq., 
eldest  son  of  sir  Thomas  Liddell,  of  Ravensworth  castle,  baronet,  and 
great-grandson  to  the  first  baronet,  who  was  one  of  the  loyal  defen- 
ders of  Newcastle  against  the  Scots  army.  He  represented  the  city 
of  Durham  in  1688,  1689,  and  1695.  He  afterwards  represented 
Newcastle  in  several  parliaments,  and  was  buried  at  Kensington,  on 
the  3d  September. — Sharp* s  Burg.  o/Dur. 

This  year,  the  steeple  of  St.  John's  church,  in  Newcastle,  was 
pointed  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation,  Matthew  Featberstone, 
esq.,  mayor ;  and  the  same  year,  the  body  of  the  structure  was  pointed 
at  the  expence  of  the  parishioners. — Brand. 

1724  (May  22).— The  church,  at  Hartlepool,  dedicated  to  St. 
Hilda,  being  of  very  high  antiquity,  and  having  become  ruinous, 
bishop  Talbot,  on  the  above  day,  granted  his  permission  to  take  down 
the  roof,  and  cover  the  church  with  a  fiat  roof,  and  the  chancel  waj9 
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Hartlepool  C\ 


ordered  to  be  rebuilt  five  yards  within  the  walls ;  the  pews  were  like- 
wise to  be  taken  away  and  replaced,  and  most  probably  the  gallery  at 
the  west-end  was  erected  at  the  same  period.  On  entering  an  un- 
seemly porch  from  the  south,  the  eye  is  arrested  by  a  Norman  arch, 
of  extreme  beauty. — Hist,  of  Hartkpool,  ^c. 

172t. — Died,  this  year,  William  Lambton,  of  Lambton,  esq.  H© 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Henrj'  Lambton,  esq.,  and  grandson  of  sir  Wil- 
liam Lambton,  who  fell  in  the  royal  cause  at  Marston  moor.  He  repre- 
sented the  county  of  Durham  in  seven  parhaments,  and  died  unmar- 
ried. He  was  an  upright  and  honest  man,  and  maintained  through- 
out a  long  and  eventful  political  life,  the  character  of  being  one  of  the 
most  honourable  and  independent  members  of  St.  Stephen's  chapel. 
Mr.  Lambton  was  familiary  designated  Old  True  Blue;  and  the 
following  anecdote  is  illustrative  of  his  rusty  independence ' — Ouce  on 
the  meeting  of  a  new  parliament,  the  door-keeper  seeing  him  dressed 
in  a  plain,  grey,  home-spun  coat,  mode  of  the  wool  of  his  own  sheep, 
and  thick  shoes,  would  not  admit  him  further  than  the  lobby,  where 
he  eat  quietly  enough  until  a  friend  in  a  ^ner  coat  came  up,  who  re- 
monstrated with  the  door-keeper  on  his  shutting  out  one  of  the  most 
honourable  and  respectable  members  of  the  house  of  commons.  The 
tloor-keeper  changed  his  tone,  an<l  hoped  his  honour  would  give  him 
Horaething  as  a  remembrance.  Up  started  Will,  more  vexed  at  the 
fellow's  servility  than  at  his  former  rudeness,  and  gave  him  a  hearty 
box  on  the  ear,  saying,  "there's  a  god's-penny  for  thee;  I  think 
thou'lt  ken  auld  Will  Lambton  again  !" — Ilild. 
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1724. — There  was  a  very  wet  summer  this  year,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Newcastle,  and,  for  the  most  part,  the  crops  of  hay  and  com  were 
spoiled. — Newe,  dmr. 

October  21. — About  eight  o'^clock  at  night  a  dreadful  fire  broke 
out  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Partis,  merchant,  near  St.  Nicholas^ 
church,  in  Newcastle,  where,  by  the  explosion  of  a  barrel  of  gun- 
powder, twelve  persons  were  killed,  and  about  one  hundred  more  or 
less  wounded  ;  one  person  was  blown  on  to  the  leads  of  St.  Nicholas^ 
church ;  all  the  windows  in  the  neighbourhood  were  also  broken,  but 
the  blast  extinguished  the  fire. — Brand, 

December  14. — Died,  in  the  15th  year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Bowes,  wife  of  George  Bowes,  esq.,  of  Durham,  and  only  daughter  of 
the  hon.  Thomas  Vemey,  son  of  the  lord  Willoughby,  of  Broke. 
December  19,  the  corpse  of  Mrs.  Bowes  was  laid  in  state,  in  the 
Jerusalem  chamber,  and  from  thence  interred  in  the  vault  called  the 
duke  of  Ormond's  vault,  in  king  Henry  the  7th's  chapel  in  Westmin- 
ster abbey,  with  great  funeral  pomp  and  solemnity.  The  corpse  was 
rewived  by  the  choir  at  the  west  door ;  several  noblemen  and  persons 
of  note  attended  it  to  the  grave,  and  the  sub-dean  ofiiciated  on  the 
occasion. — Local  Bee, 

This  year,  the  high  meeting-house,  on  the  north  side  of  the  High 
street,  Berwick,  was  built. — Fuller's  Berwick, 

1725. — A  very  antient  oratory  was  discovered  under  the  site  of  the 
ruined  nave  of  the  present  church  at  Hexham,  which,  besides  having 
three  distinct  passages  leading  to  it,  has  been  almost  altogether  built 
of  stones  previously  used  in  Roman  works,  and  three  of  them  bear 
inscriptions  which  testify  their  origin. — HodgstyrCB  Northd. 

May  8. — The  following  copy  of  an  advertisement,  in  the  Newcastle 
Gourant  of  this  date,  may  be  considered  curious  :  — "  On  Friday  in  the 
race  week,  being  the  28th  of  May,  at  the  Assembly  House,  in  West- 
gate,  will  be  raffled  for,  12  fine  Fans,  the  highest  three  guineas,  the 
worst  6«.,  at  half  a  Crown  per  Ticket.  Note,  the  lowest  throw  is  to 
have  the  second  best  Fan,  value  <£ 3.,  the  other  according  to  the 
height  of  the  numbers  which  shall  be  thrown.  There  will  be  an  as- 
sembly after  for  those  who  raffle.^'  It  appears  that  the  assembly- 
house  at  that  time  was  the  house  at  present  occupied  by  Miss  Peters. 

July  14. — Jane  Gibson,  of  Sunderland,  left  by  will  ^1,400.  to 
build  and  endow  an  hospital  for  twelve  poor  persons.  This  hospital 
stands  a  little  east  of  the  church.  It  consists  of  a  centre  and  two 
wings. — Surtees. 

August. — At  the  assizes,  at  Durham,  John  Brown  and  Chris- 
topher Richardson,  were  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Price,  for  attempting 
to  poison  William  Coatsworth,  esq.,  of  Park-house,  Gateshead,  their 
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master,  by  putting  arsenic  into  hia  chocolate.  They  were  both  found 
guilty,  and  one  of  them  was  conRned  for  five  years,  the  other  for 
three  years,  and  every  tenth  day  of  June,  being  the  day  they  attemp- 
ted to  poison  their  master,  they  were  to  be  whipped  ten  times  about 
the  market  pUce,  and  every  Saturday  after  the  quarter  Bessions  for 
the  pca«e,  thoy  were  to  stand  in  the  pillory.  One  was  Mr  Coats- 
worth's  butler,  the  other  bis  gardener. — Surtees. 

1725  (August  20).— Thomas  Charlton,  of  Birtley,  north  Tyne,  in 
Northumberland,  was  executed  at  Durham,  for  robbing  Elizabeth 
WhatofF,  alias  Charlton,  of  money  and  other  things  of  value,  firin  t^ 
pistol  at  her,  and  committing  other  violences  with  intent  to  kill  her, 
after  which  barbarous  usage  he  left  her  for  dead.  It  appeared  upon 
the  trial  that  he  had  induced  this  woman  to  marr}'  him,  when  he  bad 
another  wife  living  in  London,  so  that  he  waa  prosecuted  and  found 
guilty  both  of  bigamy  and  robbery.  He  said  little  in  his  defence, 
save  only  that  he  could  not  get  rid  of  her  and  waa  forced  to  marry  her. 
— Local  Bee. 

September  20. — Sir  William  Blockett,  hart.,  of  Wallington,   in 
Northumberland,  was  married  to  lady  Barbara 
Villiers,  daughter  of  William,  eari  of  Jersey. 
On  the  26th,  when  the  news  arrived  in  New- 
/■  cattle,    there  was  ringing  of  bells,   bonfires, 
firing  of  guns,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy, 
which  continued  for  two  days.      At  Hexham, 
there  were  not  only  several  barrels  of  strong 
beer  consumed  near  a  great  bonfire,  but  the 
inhabitants  were  eo  vufourovs  in  rin^ng,  that 
they  broke  the  Fray  Bell,  which  weighed  three 
tons  and  a  half.      Shaftoe  Vaugfaan,  esq.,  a 
gentleman    of   the    neighbourhood  of   Wall- 
ington, ordered  Shaftoe  Craggs  to  be  illuminated  by  a  great  number 
of  large  fires,  which  were  placed  upon  the  most  conspicuous  parts  of 
the  Craggs.     A  large  ^7iKcA  howl  was  cut  in  the  most  elevated  rock, 
which  was  filled  with  such  plenty  of  liquor  as  was  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  vast  crowd  of  neighbouring  inhabitants,  who  flocked  thither 
at  so  uncommon  an  appearance,  and  drank  healths  suited  to  the 
occasion,  as  merrily  as  they  were  proposed  by  Mr.   Vaughan,  guns 
were  fired,  Sso.  &c.     The  licentious  Thomas  Whittell,  wrote  a  nuptial 
poem  on  this  occasion ;    he  also  wrote  '^  Lines  on  the  death  of  Sir 
William  Blackett,  bart.,"  which  occurred  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1728.     On  the  7th  of  October,  his  corpse  was  interred,  with  great 
fnneral  pomp  and  solemnity,  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas',  in  New- 
castle :"-First  came  the  scholars  belonging  to  St,  Andrew's  school, 
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which  was  8upiM)rted  by  his  liberab'ty,  singing,  all  new  cloathed  in 
grey,  with  black  caps ;  these  were  followed  by  twenty-six  mourners, 
among  whom  were  eight  of  his  menial  servants  in  deep  mourning ; 
after  them  twelve  of  his  own  stewards;  next,  the  clergy  of  the 
corporation,  followed  by  the  vicar ;  then  the  led  horse,  and  after  it 
the  banners ;  next  came  the  corpse,  the  pall  being  borne  by  eight 
gentlemen,  friends  of  the  deceased ;  then  followed  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  in  their  robes,  before  whom  were  carried  the  sword  and 
maoe  in  mourning,  then  the  common  council ;  after  these,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  gentlemen,  to  whom  had  been  given  gloves ;  then  follow- 
ed about  two  thousand  freemen,  who  haJ  gloves  given  to  them.  The 
stewards  of  the  respective  companies,  in  addition  to  gloves  had  mourn- 
ing rings  presented  to  them.  The  procession  was  closed  by  a  vast 
number  of  mourning  coaches,  preceded  by  that  of  the  deceased,  in 
mourning,  drawn  by  six  horses,  on  the  forehead  of  each  of  which,  was 
his  crest,  most  curiously  blazoned.  Sir  William  Blackett,  bart.,  was 
born  February  11,  1689,  was  mayor  of  Newcastle,  in  1718,  governor 
of  the  hoastmen^s  company  from  1725  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
M,  P.  for  that  town  from  1710,  during  which  time  he  stood  four  con- 
tested elections. — HodgsorCs  Northd, 

1725. — This  year,  Berwick  charity  school  was  built.  It  is  said 
to  owe  its  rise  to  the  benevolence  of  a  captain  Bolton. — Fullers 
Berwick, 

Tuthill-stairs  chapel,  (baptist)  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  founded.  The 
register  of  births  230,  extending  from  1781  to  1836.*  A  baptist 
minister  preached  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle  so  early  as  the 
year  1657,  and  in  1725  an  old  building  in  Tuthill  stairs  was  converted 
into  a  chapel,  to  which  purpose  it  continued  to  be  applied  till  1798, 
when  the  congregation  erected  a  new  one  near  it.  Some  curious 
carvings  remain  in  the  old  building. — Mackenzie's  Neioc. 

Hanover  square  chapel  (unitarian),  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  was 
erected  this  year,  and  opened  on  the  26th  of  March,  1727.  In 
1810,  this  chapel  was  enlarged,  in  order  to  the  reception  of  an  organ, 
which  was  purchased  by  subscription.  The  chapel-yard  was  designed 
for  a  place  of  sepulture ;  but  only  three  interments  have  been  made 
in  it. — Ibid. 

1726. — The  porch  of  St.  Andrew^s  church,  in  Newcastle,  was  taken 
down  and  rebuilt.  Mr.  Christopher  Butter,  Mr.  Fenwick  Lambert, 
Mr.  Thomas  Shevill,  and  Mr.  Percival  Bell,  churchwardens. — L.  Bee. 

August  3. — Stephen  Browne,  Arthur  Hewetson,  David^Steel,  Ann 
Bone,  and  Jane  Browne,  were  tried  at  the  Durham  assizes,  for  hav- 

•  Rep.  of  ParL  Com. 
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ing,  on  the  13th  of  June  preceding,  robbed  John  Marshall  of  32 
guineas,  on  the  king's  highway  in  the  parish  of  Jarrow.  They  were 
found  guilty  and  executed. — Local  Papers. 

About  this  year,  while  a  mason  was  engaged  in  clearing 
the  earth  from  a  rock  in  Hulne  park,  about  a  mile  to  the 
north-west  of  Alnwick,  in  order  to  win  stones,  he  discov- 
ered twenty  brass  sword  blades,  and  sixteen  jspear  heads, 
lying  close  to  the  top  of  the  rock,  about  half  a  yard  from 
the  surface,  and  without  any  case  or  cover  but  the  soil. 
Digging  about  a  foot  lower,  on  the  hill  side,  he  found 
forty-two  brass  wedges,  or  chisels,  with  a  ring  near  the 
thicker  end.  From  their  edges  being  much  battered  and 
broken,  they  were  supposed  to  have  been  employed  by  the 
ancient  Britons  as  chisels  for  cutting  stone,  and  that  they  put  a 
wooden  shaft  in  the  hollow  end  of  them,  and  so  drove  them  with  a 
mallet.  The  shaft,  when  not  employed,  might  be  drawn  out  of  the 
chisel,  and  by  running  a  string  through  the  ring  on  their  sides, 
several  of  them  might  be  tied  together,  and  conveniently  carried  by 
the  workman  at  his  girdle,  or  otherwise,  and  one  shaft  serve  them  all. 
A  little  above  the  place  where  these  instruments  were  buried  "  1115 '' 
was  deeply  and  rudely  cut  in  the  rock,  but  these  figures  cannot  be 
supposed  to  have  any  relation  to  what  was  found  below. — Mackenziii 
Northumberland. 

1727. — The  figure  of  Bobin  of  Eisingham,  or  Bobin  of  Beedsdale, 
for  it  is  known  to  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  by  both  names, 
has  given  rise  to  several  speculations  among  antiquaries,  as  to  whom 
it  was  intended  to  represent,  and  at  what  period  it  was  carved. 
Warburton,  in  his  map  of  Northumberland,  published  previous  to 
1727,  appears  to  have  been  the  first  who  gave  an  engraving  of  it, — 
to  which  he  subjoins  the  foUowing  brief  notice : — '•  This  antick  figure 
I  find  cut  on  a  rook  near  Bisingham,  in  Beadsdale,  called  the  Sol- 
dan's  stone.''  This  celebrated  figure  was  cut  in  high  relief  upon  a 
huge  block  of  ^^  slidden"  sandstone  rock,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  a  few 
yards  to  the  west  of  the  modem  Watling-street,  and  upon  the  estate 
called  the  Pari  head.  The  stone  itself  was  five  sided,  six  feet  on  the 
base,  eight  feet  high,  five  feet  on  the  two  sides  to  the  right  of  the 
middle  of  its  front,  seven  feet  on  the  uppermost  side  to  the  left,  and 
four  on  the  lower  :  its  thickness  six  feet.  The  figure  itself  was  about 
four  feet  high ;  had  a  panel  above  it  about  twenty-nine  inches  long, 
and  twenty  })road,  as  if  intended  for  an  inscription ;  and  a  square 
block  or  altar  opposite  the  right  knee,  probably  left  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. It  certainly  belongs  to  the  Boman  era  in  Britain.  The  Bo- 
man  panel,  the  altar,  the  Phrygian  bonnet,  the  toga,  and  the  tunic. 
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all  tell  for  its  Ronun  origin :  and  the  hare  it  holds  in  the  lefl  hand, 
and  the  bow  in  it«  right,  ore  symbols  plainly  indicating  that  it  was  set 
up  in  memory  of  some  hunter: — "Venator  tencrES  conjugis  immemor," 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  notes  to  Rokeby,  Canto  3rd,  speaking  of  this 
figore  observes :  "  The  popular  tradition  is,  that  it  represents  a 
giant,  whose  bmther  resided  at  Woodbum,  and  he  himself  at  Rising- 
ham.  It  adds,  that  they  subsisted  by  hunting,  and,  that  one  of  tbem, 
finding  the  game  become  too  scarce  to  support  them,  poisoned  his 
companion,  in  whose  memory  the  monument  was  engraven.  What 
strange  and  tragic  circumstance  may  be  concealed  under  this  legend, 
or  whether  it  is  utterly  apocryphal,  it  is  now  impossible  to  discover." 
The  only  part  of  Robin  which  now  remains  is  from  the  waist  down- 
vmrds ;  that  portion  of  the  stone  which  contained  the  trunk  and  head 
having  been  broken  off.  The  station  of  Risingham,  the  ancient 
Habitancum,  is  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  stone ;  its  walls 
stand  upon  or  inclose  nearly  four  acres  and  a  half  of  dry  rich  ground 
OD  the  Bouthem  margin  of  the  river  Bede.    Numerous  altars  and  in- 
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ficriptions  have  been  found  in  this  neighbourhood. — Hodgson's  Northd. 
Rambles  in  Northd,  ^c, 

1727  (June  7) — There  was  a  great  flood  in  the  river  Wear,  which 
stopped  all  communication  betwixt  Shincliffe  and  the  city  of  Durham. 
The  water  continued  at  its  height  for  twelve  hours.  June  21,  there 
was  another  high  flood  at  night,  but  neither  of  them  reached  the 
height  of  Slater's  flood, — Surtees. 

June.l9. — King  George  II.  was  proclaimed  at  Clifford'^s  fort,  North 
Shields,  on  which  occasion  all  the  cannon  were  fired,  and  a  triple 
discharge  of  small  arms. — Local  Papers, 

July. — William  Stephenson,  grocer,  in  Northallerton,  was  hanged 
at  Durham,  for  the  murder  of  Mary  Farding,  whom  he  threw  into 
the  sea,  when  pregnant  by  him,  at  Hartlepool,  near  the  Maiden'*s 
Bower. — Hist,  of  Hartlepool, 

August. — Died,  James  Nicholson,  of  West  Bainton^  esq.,  M.  P. 
for  the  city  of  Durham,  in  1708,  (whose  father  James,  appears  to 
have  followed  the  humble  occupation  of  a  cordwainer).  He  married 
Jane,  one  of  the  daughters  of  William  Heslop,  butcher,  sister  to  the 
lady  of  sir  John  Duck,  baronet.  He  left  three  daughters  and  co- 
heiresses, viz. — Jane,  who  married  Thomas  earl  of  Strathmore  (grand- 
father to  the  late  earl) ;  Anne,  who  married  the  hon.  Patrick  Lyon, 
younger  brother  to  the  said  earl ;  and  Mary,  who  died  a  spinster. — 
Sharp's  Burg,  of  Dur, 

October  11. — The  coronation  of  king  George  II.  and  queen  Caro- 
line, was  celebrated  at  Newcastle,  with  the  greatest  solemnity,  the 
day  was  ushered  in  with  the  ringing  of  bells;  the  magistrates,  in  their 
scarlet  gowns,  accompanied  by  the  conunon-council,  clergy,  and  gen- 
try, went  from  the  Guild-hall  to  church,  with  music  playing,  and  can- 
nons firing,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  the  mansion  house,  where 
a  splendid  entertainment  was  prepared  for  them  ;  and,  after  dinner, 
they  repaired  to  the  market-place  (SandhiU),  where  a  fountain  was 
erected  which  ran  with  wine,  where  the  magistrates,  common-council, 
clergy,  and  gentry^  drank  the  healths  of  the  king,  queen,  and  royal 
issue,  with  many  other  loyal  healths,  in  presence  of  many  thousan^l 
spectators;  thence  they  went  to  the  Guild-hall,  where  the  healths 
were  repeated  with  the  like  ceremony  as  above,  and  the  conduit  run- 
ning wine  all  the  time  for  the  populace,  whilst  a  great  bonfire,  erected 
in  the  market-place,  was  burning,  the  cannons  firing  at  each  health  : 
they  afterwards  returned  to  the  mansion-house,  where  there  was  a 
ball  for  the  ladies,  and  the  evening  was  concluded  with  rejoicings, 
bonfires,  illuminations,  ringing  of  bells,  and  other  demonstrations  of 
joy. — Newc,  Cour, 

This  year,  Tanfield  arch,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  a  remarkable 
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structure,  was  built  by  colonel  Liddell  and  the  hon.  Charles  Mon- 
tague, the  founders  of  the  partnership  now  vulgarly  called  Tlis  Grand 
Allies,  to  obtain  a  level  for  the  passage  of  coal-waggons.  It  is  fre- 
quently called  Cawsey  Bridge,  from  it*  being  built  over  the  deep  and 
romantic  dell,  of  Cawsey  bum,  near  Tanfield.  The  span  of  the  arch 
is  103  feet;  it  springs  from  abutments  about  nine  feet  high,  and 
being  semicircular,  the  entire  elevation  is  about  60  feet;  it  cost 
^12,000,  The  architect  was  Ralph  Wood,  a  common  niMon,  who 
having  built  a  former  arch  of  wood,  that  fell  for  want  of  weight,  com- 
niitteil  suicide  from  a  dread  of  this  beautiful  etructure  experiencing  a 
similar  fate.     On  a  sun  dial,  on  one  of  the  piers,  is  the  following : — 
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"Ra.  Wood,  mason,  1727.'''  This  arch  was  built  for  a  waggon-way 
to  a  coUiery,  which  was  set  on  fire,  and  has  been  long  un wrought. 
The  bridge  has  been  many  yea«  neglected,  and  is  falling  to  ruin.- 
Pict.  o/Newc. 

1728  (Feb.  24). — ^The  foUowing  notice  was  given  : — Whereas  the 
master  and  elder  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
formerly  advertised  of  the  bar  being  so  very  much  altered,  that  the 
best  of  the  bar  was  with  the  high  light-house,  a  sail^s  breadth  open  to 
the  southward.  Now  give  notice  according  to  that  advertisement,  to 
all  masters,  pilots,  and  seamen,  that  the  bar  is  become  so  very  good, 
that  they  may  now  come  in  as  formerly,  have  as  much  water  or  rather 
more  than  ever,  and  that  they  have  lately  been  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pence  in  building  a  new  light-house,  and  obliged  to  rebuild  and  re- 
move the  high  light-house  ;  gives  notice  that  both  wiU  be  completed 
and  lights  kept  in  each  by  the  25th  of  March,  1728.  The  best  and 
middle  of  the  bar  with  the  lights  overend."" — Brand, 

May  15. — In  consequence  of  excessive  rains,  the  rivulet  which  falls 
into  the  river  Tyne,  at  Newbum,  came  down  with  such  an  overwhelm- 
ing force,  that  it  carried  away  a  stable  and  an  oat-kiln  belonging  to 
Mr.  John  Charlton,  it  also  drove  down  John  Parley's  mill,  together 
with  his  house  and  goods,  the  people  in  the  mill  narrowly  escaping 
with  their  lives.  Some  large  stones,  weighing  about  two  tons,  were 
brought  down  by  the  force  of  the  current.  The  water  overflowed  the 
ends  of  the  bridge  at  Newbum,  both  arches  being  choaked  up  by  the 
trees,  stones,  &c.,  which  had  been  torn  away  by  the  impetuosity  of 
the  water. — Local  Papers. 

May. — Died,  sir  John  Eden,  of  West  Auckland,  bt.  M.  P.  for 
the  CO.  Durham  in  1713,  1714,  and  1722.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of 
sir  Robert  Eden,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  baronetcy  in  1720.  It  is 
related  of  him,  that  on  some  project  for  equalizing  the  land-tax  which 
was  brought  before  parliament,  he  placed  a  brown  loaf  and  a  pair  of 
wooden  clogs  on  the  table,  saying,  *•'  there — ^when  the  south  eats  and 
wears  what  we  do  in  the  norths  then  mak  us  like  and  like.''^  He  was 
a  popular  man  of  a  popular  family.  IJe  was  buried  at  St.  Helen^ 
Auckland,  17th  May,  1728. — Sharp's  Knts,  of  Dm. 

August  22. — There  was  a  violent  storm  of  wind  at  Newcastle,  and 
the  neighbourhood.  It  blew  with  such  fury  that  a  mill  at  the  Cow- 
gate,  near  Newcastle,  was  thrown  down,  in  which  were  the  mistress 
and  a  man  servant ;  the  latter  was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  former 
who  was  much  hurt,  was  saved  with  difficulty. — Local  Papers. 

September  21. — Died,  at  the  age  of  81  years,  Francis  Place,  an 
artist  of  no  mean  abilities.  He  was  the  fifth  son  o{  Rowland  Place,  of 
Dinsdale,  esq.  and  was  put  clerk  to  an  attorney  in  London,  where  he 
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remained  till  1665.  In  that  year,  going  accidentally  into  a  shop,  the 
officers  came  to  shut  it  up,  on  the  plague  being  discovered  in  the 
house.  This  occasioned  his  leaving  London,  and  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  quitting  a  profession  that  was  contrary  to  his  inclination, 
and  of  following  the  roving  life  he  loved,  and  the  arts  for  which  he 
had  talents.  He  painted,  designed,  and  etched.  Vertue  heard  that 
he  had  learnt  the  latter  of  Hollar;  but  this  he  himself  denied. 
Thoresby,  in  his  Ducatus  Leodensis,  often  mentions  Mr.  Place  with 
great  encomiums  and  specifies  various  presents  that  he  had  made  to 
his  museum.  He  says  that  Mr.  Place  discovered  an  earth  for,  and  a 
method  of  making  porcelain,  which  he  put  in  practice  at  the  manor- 
house  at  York,  and  of  which  manufacture,  he  gave  Thoresby  a  fine 
mug.  (This  pottery  cost  him  much  money :  he  attempted  it  solely 
from  a  turn  for  experiment ;  but  one  Clifton,  of  Pontefract,  took  the 
hint  from  him,  and  made  a  fortune  by  it).  Thoresby  adds,  that  Mr. 
Place  discovered  porphyry  at  Mount  Sorril,  in  Leicestershire,  of 
which  he  had  a  piece  to  grind  colours  on.  Many  sketches  of  castles 
and  views  which  he  took  in  Wales,  and  of  various  places  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  several  of  them  weU  finished,  are  extant,  and 
have  been  engraved.  A  view  of  Scarborough  castle  was  drawn  as 
late  as  the  year  1715.  His  prints  are  very  scarce,  they  are  mostly 
portraits  and  views,  which  last  are  much  valued.  As  a  painter  he 
excelled  in  landscape,  and  the  representation  of  fowls,  flowers,  and 
fish.  He  seldom  resided  in  London,  and  drew  only  for  amusement, 
rarely  completing  what  he  undertook  ;  and  in  his  rambles,  painting, 
drawing,  and  engraving  occasionally.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  he 
was  offered  an  income  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  draw  the 
royal  navy,  but  declined  accepting  it,  as  he  could  not  endure  confine- 
ment or  dependence.  There  are  two  heads  of  Mr.  Place  extant,  one 
by  himself,  the  face  only  finished ;  and  another  by  Murray.  His 
face  is  also  engraved  in  Walpole^s  annecdotes  of  painting.  A  good 
painting  in  oil  by  Mr.  Place,  of  a  setting  dog  and  partridge  is  still 
preserved  at  Low  Middleton  hall,  in  the  county  of  Durham. —  Walpoles 
Catalogue  of  Engravings, 

1728  (Oct.  4). — Died,  Thomas  Conyers,  of  Elemore,  esq.,  son  of 
Nicholas  Conyers,  of  Bowlby,  county  of  York,  and  of  Biddick,  county 
of  Durham,  esq.  He  represented  the  city  of  Durham  in  eight  par- 
liaments. His  only  daughter  married  George  Baker,  of  Crook  Hall, 
e«q.,  afterwards  of  Elemore. — Sharp's  Burg,  of  Dur. 

November  13. — About  eight  o'*clock  at  night,  a  very  alarming  fire 
broke  out  in  Pipewellgate,  Gateshead,  which  consumed  the  workshop 
belonging  to  Mr.  Marley,  tallow-chandler,  wherein  was  a  great  quan- 
tity of  candles,  tallow,  &c.     It  being  an  out  building,  and  the  wind 
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being  still,  no  further  damage  was  done,  although  at  the  first  it 
threatened  destruction  to  a  great  extent. — Local  Papers. 

1728 — This  year,  the  font  in  Hartlepool  church,  made  of  York- 
shire entrochal  or  encrinal  marble,  of  a  chaste  and  elegant  shape,  was 
given  by  George  Bowes,  esq. — ffist.  of  Hartlepool. 

17'29(AHg). — At  the  assizes  held  in  Newcastle,  therewosatml 
between  the  corporation  of  that  town  and  sir  Henry  Liddell,  respect- 
ing the  paying  of  tolls,  wherein  a  verdict  was  given  in  favour  of  sir 
Henry.  It  was  tlien  customary  for  the  judges  to  go  in  the  to\vn'B 
barge,  attended  by  the  mayor  and  others  of  the  corporation,  to  Tyne- 
mouth.  On  their  return,  Mr.  Justice  Pago,  who  tried  tlie  cause,  had 
some  hot  words  with  Henry  Reay,  esq.,  then  mayor,  relating  to  the 
trial,  aud  thereupon  tlie  judge  threatened  to  commit  the  mayor ;  and 
the  mayor  told  the  judge  he  would  commit  him,  being  then  upon  the 
water  and  in  his  jurisdiction.  This  squabble  was  the  occasion  of 
discontinuing  the  custom  of  going  to  Tynemouth.*  These  aquatic 
excursions  have  been  again  resumM,  and  on  one  occa^on  a  few  years 
ago,  one  of  the  judges  in  stepping  into  or  from  the  barge,  slipped  into 
the  water.  This  gave  rise  to  the  very  ludicrous  local  song,  entitled 
"  My  Lord  ''Size.'''' 

August  29. — Two  felons,  named  Robert  Thain,  and  Bartholomew 
Young,  made  their  escape  from  Morpeth  gaol.  They  had  both  been 
condemned  for  felony,  but  were  oi'dered  for  transportation, — Local 
Papers. 
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lOLENT  storms  of  thunder  and  lightning 
prevailed  in  the  county  of  Durham  in 
the  autumn  of  1729.     At  Barnard  castle 
on  Sept.  19,  the  electric  fluid  set  fire  to 
a  bam  belonging  to  Mr.  Heslop,  which 
it  consumed  with  the  com  therein ;    it 
also  tore  some  flags  from  the  floor  of  a 
house  belonging  to  Mr.  Fielding  of  Start- 
forth,  and  forced  some  of  them  out  of 
doors;  it  splintered  all  the  loft  boards 
and    broke  a  dresser,  together  with  a 
close-bed,  all  to  pieces,  one  of  the  posts  of  which  was  found  struck 
through  a  joist  of  the  house ;  the  gable  end  was  rent,  the  chimney 
thrown  down,  and  a  hole  made  in  the  wall  that  would  admit  the  body 
of  a  inan.     The  glass  and  pendulum  were  forced  out  of  the  clock,  and 
what  was  very  remarkable,  one  of  two  children  playing  on  the  floor 
of  one  of  the  rooms,   was  thrown  on  to  a  bed  at  some  distance, 
receiving  no  other  damage  than  the  fright. — Local  Papers. 

December  29, — Died,  Jonathan  Harle,  M.D.,  to  whose  memory 
Horsley  performed  an  amiable  act  of  piety  by  writing  and  publishing 
some  account  of  his  life.  He  is  said  to  have  been  bom  in  Newcastle, 
and  studied  medicine  in  Germany.  The  account  of  his  life  says  that 
"  he  preached  for  aome  time  at  Bri^,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  afterwards 
settled  at  Moq^th."  He  was  ordained  Feb.  2Ist  1693,  and  received 
a  call  to  Alnwick,  on  the  10th  Sept.  following.  He  continued  for 
some  time  to  preach,  one  Lord'a-day  at  Alnwick,  and  another  at  Mor- 
peth ;  but  when  Morpeth  was  provided  for,  ho  left  it  altogether  and 
settled  at  Alnwick.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Led- 
gard,  esq.,  a  merchant  and  alderman  of  Newcastle.  According  to 
the  fashion  among  dissenting  ministers  at  that  time,  he  joined  the 
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study  of  physic  with  that  of  divinity,  and  had  given  advice  in  medi- 
cine several  years  before  he  took  his  doctor^s  degree,  which  is  dated 
at  Edinburgh,  Dec.  28,  1 710 ;  but  though  he  practised  in  this  science 
near  forty  yeara  he  could  never  be  persuaded  to  take  any  fees.  He 
was  well  acquainted  with  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  as  well  as  with 
French,  Italian,  and  Spanish.  His  publications  were — "  A  Discourse 
on  Infant  Baptism,  by  Way  of  Dialogue ;  "^  and  a  History  of  Scrip- 
ture Diseases.  From  his  infancy  he  could  never  taste  any  kind  of 
fermented  or  spiritous  liquors ;  but,  notwithstanding  his  great  tem- 
perance, his  sedentary  course  of  life  had  brought  upon  him  both  the 
gout  and  the  gravel,  which  he  justly  called  the  rack  and  torture  of 
his  life. — Hodgson's  Northd, 

1729  (Dec).— Died,  Robert  Shafto,  of  Whitworth,  esq.  M.P.  for 
the  city  of  Durham  in  1712,  and  1727.  He  was  oldest  son  of  Mark 
Shafto,  of  Whitworth,  esq.  and  grandson  of  sir  Robert  Shafto, 
recorder  of  Newcastle. — Sliarp^s  Burg,  of  Dur. 

About  this  year,'  a  cairn  was  opened  near  Otterburn.  It  was 
computed  to  contain  about  sixty  tons  of  loose  stones,  under  which 
appeared  a  large  flat  undressed  stone,  that  covered  a  cavity,  three 
feet  long,  two  feet  broad,  and  about  four  feet  deep.  It  was  filled 
about  eighteen  inches  with  fine  mould,  next  was  a  layer  of  ashes, 
mixed  with  pieces  of  bone  and  half  burned  wood,  and  then  two  feet 
of  fine  river  sand.  There  are  several  cairns,  tumuli,  and  Druidical 
circles,  scattered  over  this  district,  especially  on  the  hills  towards  the 
borders. — HodgsovCs  Northd.  Svo. 

This  year  the  octagon  fountain,  crowned  by  the  well  known  statue 
of  Neptune,  was  erected  in  the  market-place  of  the  city  of  Durham. 
The  fountain  was  raised  by  subscription.  Neptune  was  presented 
by  George  Bowes,  esq. — Surtees, 

1730  (Januaiy  10). — The  following  notice  appeared  : — "  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Gateshead,  with 
consent  of  the  rector  and  twenty-four,  have  this  week  agreed  with 
Mr.  Edward  and  John  Seller,  bell-founders  in  York,  for  six  new  bells 
against  May  next,  to  be  approved  of  by  Mr.  Michael  Dawson,  Mr, 
William  Usher,  Mr.  William  Turner,  and  Mr.  George  Mitford,  all  of 
Newcastle.  The  tenor,  or  greatest  bell,  will  be  about  sixteen  hundred 
weight.  But  although  there  are  only  six  agreed  for,  yet  two  more 
will  be  cast  at  the  same  time  to  make  the  peal  complete,  in  hopes 
that  the  contributions  which  at  present  are  considerably  short,  may, 
before  they  are  finished,  amount  to  as  much  as  will  satisfy  for  them."" 
The  corporation  of  Newcastle,  the  Trinity-house  there,  and  the  family 
of  Ellison,  were  the  principal  benefactors.  The  whole  of  the  bells 
were  re-hung  in  1773. — Local  Papers, 
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1730  (March  31). — A  man  having  discharged  a  gun  in  the  village 
of  Bavensworth,  the  wadding  fell  upon  a  thatched  house  which  took 
fire,  and  in  a  short  time  consumed  that  and  several  others. — Loc.  Pre. 

July  6. — As  Mr.  Gteorge  Moore  was  fishing  in  the  river  Tyne  at 
Pipewellgate,  Grateshead,  he  espied  something  in  the  water  which 
seemed  like  a  drowned  dog,  but  the  day  being  clear,  and  the  sun 
shining,  he  thought  he  perceived  a  face,  upon  which  he  threw  his  line 
to  it  (which  had  but  three  hairs  at  the  hook)  and  hooked  a  coat,  by 
which  he  found  it  was  a  boy,  but  the  hook  loosing  hold,  he  again  cast 
his  line  and  struck  him  in  the  temple  and  drew  him  to  shore,  and  in 
less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  revived. — Ihid. 

July  30. — The  right  worshipful  Henry  Beay^  esq.,  then  mayor  of 
Newcastle,  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  two  Grecian  princes  and 
their  attendants,  gave  them  an  invitation  to  dinner,  and  sent  his 
ooach  next  day  for  them,  attended  by  the  Serjeants  with  their  maces, 
&c.,  gave  them  a  handsome  entertainment,  and  a  present  of  a  purse 
of  twenty  guineas.  On  the  next  day  he  sent  two  of  his  officers  as  far 
as  Stockton  along  with  them. — Ihid. 

St.  John's  Lodge  of  Free  and  accepted  Masons  existed  in  New- 
castle at  this  period,  as  appears  from  various  notices  in  the  Courant 
and  other  papers  of  the  day.  In  1731,  Matthew  White,  esq.,  occurs 
as  Worshipful  Master,  and  its  members  were  men  of  the  highest  res- 
pectability in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

Aug.  27. — Died,  at  Cork,  in  Ireland,  Edward  Browne,  an  eminent 
member  of  the  society  of  Friends.  He  was  long  an  inhabitant  of  Sun- 
derland, where  he  served  the  time  of  his  apprenticeship,  and  afterwards 
rose  to  considerable  opulence.  In  1727  he  built  himself  a  commodi- 
ous mansion,  with  several  other  dwelling  houses  adjoining,  intended 
for  the  residences  of  the  captains  of  his  ships,  and  other  persons  in  his 
employ.  The  mansion  house,  at  that  period,  was  surrounded  with 
gardens,  and  commanded  an  extensive  sea  view :  it  afterwards  became 
the  Custom  House  for  the  port  of  Sunderland. — Account  of  Edw. 
Browne^  privcUely  privUed^  1821. 

This  year  were  found  at  Benwell,  near  Newcastle,  (the  Condercum 
of  the  Biomans),  several  urns  with  coins  in  them,  which  were  most  of 
them  broken  and  squandered  about  by  the  ignorant  diggers ;  but  one 
of  them  was  preserved  and  given  to  the  library  at  Durham. — 
Local  Bee. 

Nov.  5. — ^Edward  Chandler,  bishop  of  Lichfield,  was  translated  to 
Durham.  He  held  the  see  of  Durham  twenty  years,  and  died  in 
London,  on  the  20th  of  July  1750. — Smiees. 

This  year,  an  ancient  aqueduct  was  accidentally  discovered  under  the 
public  road  at  Piersbridge,  in  the  county  of  Durham.    This  place  has 
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been  a  considerable  Roman  Station,  and  numerous  coins  and  other 
antiquities  have  been  found  here.  The  garrison  had  probably  been 
supplied  with  water  by  the  above  aqueduct,  which  was  firmly  arched 
at  the  top  so  as  to  bear  the  public  road,  till  the  above  date,  when 
some  coal  draughts  penetrated  through  it,  discovering  the  cavity 
above  a  yard  wide,  and  a  yard  and  a  quarter  deep. — HutchinaorCs  Dur. 

1731. — Sion  meeting-house  (Presbyterian)  Alnwick  founded. 
The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1762  to  1820. 
336  entries  existing  from  1820  to  1837. — Bsp  of  Pari.  Cam. 

January. — Died  at  Morpeth,  the  rev.  John  Horsley,  A.M.,  author 
of  "  Britannia  Romana.'*^  The  precise  period  of  Mr.  Horsley "^s  death 
had  long  been  matter  of  conjecture :  it  is  generally  stated  to  have 
taken  place  on  the  12th  December  this  year ;  the  place  of  his  inter- 
ment was  alike  uncertain,  until,  by  the  research  of  the  venerable 
historian  of  Northumberland,  both  were  satisfactorily  ascertained  by 
the  discovery,  in  the  parish  register  of  Morpeth,  of  the  following  record. 
— '*  Burials  at  Morpeth — 1731  Jan.  15. — Mr.  John  Horsley.*"  Such 
says  Mr.  Hodgson,  was  the  brief  chronicle,  which  the  parish  clerk  of 
Morpeth  entered  in  his  register,  to  the  memory  of  a  man,  whose 
learning,  and  knowledge  in  science  had  far  outstripped  the  acquire- 
ments of  his  northern  neighbours.  There  is  certainly  no  tomb-stone 
to  his  memory  in  the  burial  ground  of  Morpeth  ;  and,  if  there  ever 
was  one,  it  has  probably  shared  the  fate  of  many  frail  monuments  of 
a  similar  kind,  which  once  claimed  from  friend  or  relative  the  pas- 
sing tribute  of  a  sigh,  but  are  now  converted  into  paving-stones  for 
the  church-yard  walks. — Hist,  ofNorthd. 

Jan.  25. — A  printer  of  Newcastle  was  taken  into  custody  for  re- 
printing some  parts  of  "  The  Craftsman.*" — Local  Bee. 

February  11. — ^An  attorney  of  Newcastle,  named  Parkinson,  locked 
himself  in  his  chamber,  and,  sitting  by  the  fire,  fell  into  it,  and  was 
burnt  to  death. — Local  Papers. 

April  19. — Died  the  celebrated  and  ingenious  Thomas  Whitr 
tell.  There  is  no  certain  account  where  he  was  either  bom  or 
educated.  Wo  have  been  credibly  told  that  a  brother  of  his  was 
parish  clerk  or  sexton  of  Earsdon.  The  following  entries  are  in  the 
parish  register  of  Whelpington  "  Thomas  Whittell  baptized  Sept.  6 
1681^'  and  "Thomas,  the  son  of  Thomas  Whittell,  of  Capheaton, 
was  bom  Sept.  10  1683.''  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Whit- 
tell of  Capheaton,  was  baptized  Oct.,  22,  leSo.*"  The  late  clerk  of 
Whelpington  informed  me  that  James  Dixon  of  Edlingham  Mill, 
assured  him  that  Whittell,  when  a  boy,  was  employed  there  to  carry 
pokes  on  horseback  from  house  to  house ;  and  that  he  picked  the 
initials  of  his  name  over  the  door  of  the  mill,  which  remained  when 
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my  informant  was  there.  "  Certain  it  is,  that,  either  in  consequence 
of  ill-usage,  or  from  a  restlessness  of  disposition,  he  left  his  native 
home  when  a  boy,  about  the  beginning  of  last  century,  and  made  his 
appearance  in  Cambo,  mounted  on  an  old  goat.  On  his  arrival,  he 
was  engaged  by  a  miller,  with  whom  he  continued  some  years.'** — 
(Mack.  ii.  162J.  Afterwards  he  was  employed  in  painting  such 
heraldic  and  other  tablets  as  are  usually  put  up  by  authority  in 
churches,  in  engraving  inscriptions  on  tombstones,  and  in  other  works 
of  art  and  ingenuity.  Specimens  of  his  painting  remain  in  Hartburn 
church ;  and  of  his  engraving  on  marble,  in  flourishing  letters,  on  a 
tombstone  of  the  Aynsleys  at  VVhelpington.  He  died  in  1731,  and 
was  buried  at  Hartburn,  April  19,  in  that  year.  The  parish  register 
of  which  place  calls  him  "Thomas  Whittle,  of  East  Shafto,  an 
ingenious  man,*"  there  is  an  inscription  to  a  namesake  of  his  in  Whit- 
tingham  church-yard,  who  died  Feb.  2.  1736,  aged  60;  and  one 
Thomas  Whittell,  of  Capheaton,  was  buried  August  5,  1755  {Whelp. 
Sep),  These  persons  probably  all  belonged  to  the  same  family;  for 
Edlingham,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Whittingham,  belonged  to  the 
Swinburnes  of  Capheaton ;  and  Whittell  when  he  came  as  a  miller's 
boy  to  Cambo,  probably  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of  his  own, 
or  of  his  father's  native  place  about  which  he  continued  to  linger  and 
amuse  the  country  people  with  his  poetry,  and  his  wit,  till  he  died. 
His  works  with  all  their  faults,  are  full  of  humour,  keenly  satirical, 
and  show  that  he  had  some  knowledge  of  the  Latin  classics.  There 
ia,  indeed  a  vein  of  mirthful  and  cutting  drollery  in  the  greater  part 
of  them,  which  could  not  fail  to  delight  the  country  people,  for  whose 
amusement  they  were  written,  though,  like  all  other  local  poems,  they 
alluded  so  frequently  to  the  passing  events  of  his  own  time,  that  few 
at  present  could  fully  understand  them  without  a  commentary. — 
HodgsorCs  Narthd. 

1731  (June  26). — One  James  Henderson,  a  smith,  died  on  his 
knees  at  morning  prayer  in  St.  Nicholas'  Church,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
— Gents.  Mdg. 

Aug.  28. — Died,  Leonard  Pinkney,  esq.,  first  gentlemen  usher, 
quarter  waiter  in  ordimary  to  his  majesty,  and  collector  of  the  customs 
at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. — Ihid. 

Dec.  31. — Died,  the  earl  of  Derwentwater,  at  sir  John  Webb's,  his 
father  in  law,  in  Great  Marlborough  street,  having  been  lately  cut  for 
the  stone,  he  was  the  only  son  to  the  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  who 
who  was  beheaded  in  1716. — Ihid. 

December  4. — Three  prisoners,  named  James  Hall,  William  Brown, 
and  Alexander  Pawley,  made  their  escape  from  Morpeth  gaol. — 
Local  Papers. 
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1731. — An  olina-bouse  was  erected  in  Gateshead  at  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Powell  of  Newcastle,  who  left  by  will,  all  lua  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  founding  and  endowing  of  this  building.  It 
has  since  bi>en  used  as  the  parish  poor-house. — Broad. 

The  town-hall  at  Alnwick  was  erect«d  this  year.  In  this  hall  the 
members  of  parliament  for  the  county  are  elected  and  other  public 
business  transacted. — Mackemiet  Norihd, 

A  large  cross  which  stood  at  the  bottom  of  the  Flesh  market^  near 
St.  Nicholas^  church  in  Newcastle,  waa  thisyear  pulle<l  down.  It  had 
a  leaden  cistern  at  the  top  of  it  to  hold  the  water,  called  the  new 
water.  Near  this  cross  stood  the  cordwainers'  meeting-house.-^oiinM. 

1732  (May  18). — Died  the  rev.  John.  Laurence,  rector  of  Wear- 
mouth  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  famed  for  his  writings  on  garden- 
ing.— Genfs.  Mag. 

Aug.  23. — John  Graham,  and  James  Graham,  two  notorious  oflen- 
ders,  were  executed  at  Durham  for  horse  stealing.  James  Graham 
was  baptiiied  on  the  morning  of  his  execution,  at  the  church  of  St. 
Mary-le-bow,  a  part  of  the  old  gaol  being  within  that  parish. — 
Local  Papert. 
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1732  (Sept.  10). — Thomas  it  Beoket^s  chapel,  which  stood  at  the 
north  end  of  Tyne  Bridge,  Newcastle,  after  being  beautified  and  pewed, 
was,  on  the  above  day,  (Sunday,  the  whole  body  of  magistrates  of 
Newcastle  going  to  it  with  the  usual  solemnities  and  formalities),  set 
apart  by  the  corporation  of  that  town  for  a  chapel  of  ease  to  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas. — Brand, 

This  year  the  charity  school  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints'*  in  Newcas- 
tle, and  a  dwelling  house  for  the  master,  were  built  in  the  ground 
behind  Jesus^  Hospital  in  the  Manor  chare.  Here  also  stood  the 
parish  poor-house,  a  house  of  correction,  &c.,  all  built  upon  the 
ground  formerly  belonging  to  the  Augustine  Friars.  The  bells  for 
All  Saints^  church  which  were  made  out  of  the  statue  of  King  James 
II.,  were  cast  in  this  place,  which,  after  the  decay  of  the  monas- 
tery, was  called  the  Artillery  Yard,  from  the  townsmen  performing 
there  the  exercise  of  the  pike  and  gun. — lUd, 

1 733  (Feb.  1 1). — Died  the  rev.  and  learned  Mr.  Bymer,  lecturer  of 
St.  Nicholas^  church,  and  late  master  of  the  Grammar  school  at  Dur- 
ham, which  place  he  had  resigned  about  two  months. — GrnvSn,  Mag. 

February  16. — Died,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
rev.  Henry  Bourne,  curate  of  All  Saints  in  Newcastle.  Mr.  Bourne, 
who  was  the  son  of  a  tailor,  after  some  time  spent  in  school,  was 
bound  an  apprentice  to  a  glazier,  in  the  Side,  in  Newcastle,  and  dis- 
covering a  disposition  towards  letters,  was,  after  he  had  served  two 
or  three  years  with  his  master,  emancipated  firom  his  service,  and 
again  sent  to  school,  and  from  thence  he  was  transplanted,  by  the  aid 
of  persons  who  knew  him,  and  admitted  a  sizar  about  the  year  1719 
or  1720,  in  Christ's  College  in  Cambridge,  under  the  tuition  of  the 
rev.  Thomafl  Atherton,  a  feUow  of  that  society  and  his  countryman, 
where  he  continued  till  he  commenced  bachelor  of  arts ;  and  quitting 
the  college,  returned  to  Newcastle,  and  was  appointed  curate  of  All 
Saints,  where  he  officiated  till  his  death.  He  was  the  author  of 
**  AntiquikUes  Vulgares^  1725  ;  *"  "  -4  Treaim  upon  the  Collects^  Epts- 
Ues^  and  Gospels  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer^  1727  ;''  and  "  The 
Hiatary  of  Newcastle^  1736;"''  all  printed  at  Newcastle  by  Mr.  John 
White.  The  last  was  not  published  until  three  years  after  the  author's 
death.  In  a  note  to  the  preface  of  this  history,  the  author's  demise 
10  under  a  wrong  year.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bourne's 
advertisement,  requesting  assistance  towards  the  compilation  of  his 
history : — SUver  Street^  Sep.  17,  173 1 ,  Newcastle.  As  I  have  been  for 
a  considerable  Time  collecting  Memoirs  and  Antiquities  of  the  Town 
of  NewcasUe  upon  Tyne,  and  have  made  a  pretty  large  progress  therein, 
I  am  willing  to  complete  the  same  in  the  most  exact  Manner.  Ejiow- 
ing,  therefore,  that  some  ancient  Names  of  Persons,  Streets,  and 

3c 
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other  PlaceB,  and  Things,  may  be  more  truly  aacertained  by  Deed* 
and  Writing  than  otherwise ;  I  publish  This  to  desire  the  perusal  of 
any  such  Writim^  as  may  be  of  use  herein ;  I  desire  also  any  other 
Inforrnation,  whether  it  relates  to  the  Churchts,  CAapels,  Ckanteries, 
Monasierie*,  ffotpilah,  Aliiu-iouseg,  Sfc,  of  thisto«-n,  or  to  the  Transac- 
tions herein  during  the  Time  of  the  Civil  War,  And  the  Favour  shall 
be  thankfully  and  faithfully  acknowledged  by  me,  Henry  Bourne.'" 
Bourne's  propusals  for  publishing  his  History  of  Newcastle  by  sub- 
scription was  first  advertised  in  the  Newcastle  C'ourant,  Nov.  20, 
1731.  It  appears  from  the  preface  that  he  had  met  with  a  deal  of 
ill  natured  opposition  while  compiling  this  work.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  advertisement  annoimcing  the  History  of  Newcastle  as 
nearly  ready  for  delivery,  Nov.  29,  1735: — "^^tfU  art  ta  Sibe 
Notice,  that  the  folio  book,  intituled,  A'otmm  Ctzitellum  Super  Tin- 
am,  Antiquum,  Sr  Hodiemum;  or,  Tfte  Ancient  and  l^resent  State  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  being  now  printed ;  those  that  are  willing  to 
Subscribe  to  the  said  Book,  are  desired  to  send  in  their  Names,  with 
the  first  Subscription  Money,  to  the  Printer  of  this  paper,  that  they 
may  be  printed  in  the  list  of  the  sLBac hirers.  There  are  only  300 
copies  printed  off.  The  Price  to  Subscribers,  10s.  6d.,  in  sheets. 
N.B,— If  any  are  desirous  to  have  them  neatly  Bound,  the  Price  in 
Calf  Leather  will  be  28.  6d.,  and  in  Sheep,  Ss." — Local  Sec. 

1733  (March  17). — Died  at  Washington,  Durham,  Thomas  Rudd, 
M.A.,  formerly  (1699)  master  of  the  grammar  school,  Newcastle,  to 
which  he  was  removed  from  the  mastership  of  Durham  school.  Mr. 
Rudd  returned  to  the  Durham  school  in  1710,  and  became  successive- 
ly vicar  of  St.  Oswald's,  vicar  of  Northallerton,  and,  in  1 729,  rector  of 
AVashington.  He  wrote  the  disquisition  concerning  the  true  author  of 
the  history  of  the  Ghurcli  of  Durham,  attributed  by  some  to  Simeon, 
and  by  others  to  Turgot.  Rudd  wa^  for  some  time  librarian  in  the 
college  of  Durham,  and  while  he  filled  that  office,  compiled  the  cat- 
alogue of  the  MSS.  belonging  to  the  librarj'  of  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter, a  work,  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  its  penmanship,  and  con- 
taining a  minute  account  of  the  respective  MSS. — Breimter. 

May  24. — ^V'ent  to  the  horse  races  at  Newcastle,  Mr,  Lambton's 
dun  horse  won  the  golden  cup. — Ettriek's  Diary. 

1  first  races  were  run  on  Smyddyhaughs,  Durham,  where  they 

ince  continued  with  little  interruption. — Surtees. 

;.  13,  (Monday) — At  the  Assizes  of  Newcastle,  four  persons 

k1  sentence  of  death,  but  only  two  ordered  for  execution.     It 

!rved  that  no  person  had  been  hanged  in  the  town  for  30  years 

-Gent's.  Mag. 

ember  7. — A  flying  man  flew  from  tlie  top  of  the  castle  of  New- 
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castle  into  Bailiff-gate,  and  after  that  he  made  an  ass  fly  down,  by 
which  several  accidents  happened,  for  the  weights  tied  to  the  ass's 
legs  knocked  down  several,  bruised  others  in  a  dreadful  manner,  and 
killed  a  girl  on  the  spot. — Newc,  Cour. 

1733  (December  11). — "A  great  flood  broke  down  Chollerford 
bridge.*" — Warden  Far.  Reg. 

Ebenezer  chapel,  (Presbyterian)  Swalwell,  founded.  The  register 
of  baptisms  extending  from  1733  to  1809,  and  from  1778  to  1836. — 
Rep  of  Pari.  Com. 

1733-4  (Mar.  18). — This  being  the  wedding  day  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  the  custom  house  officers  of  Sunderland  made  a  procession 
through  the  town  with  orange  coloured  ribbons  in  cockades  and  mu- 
sician^rs  before  them. — Ettrick'^s  Diary, 

1734  (May  20). — Died,  the  hon.  William  Vane,  of  Fairlawn,  co., 
Kent,  second  son  of  Christopher,  the  first  lord  Barnard.  He  repre- 
sented the  county  of  Durham  in  the  Parliament  of  1708. — Sharp's 
Knts.  o/Dur, 

1735. — Early  in  January,  a  very  large  specimen  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  (Aquila  CkrtfsaMos)  was  shot  near  Wark worth,  which  mea- 
sured from  point  to  point  of  his  wings  11  feet  and  a  quarter. 
This  beautiful  bird  weighed  from  11  to  12  lbs.  Another  was  shot  a 
few  years  before  at  Chillingham,  and  is  now  in  the  museum  of  Ila- 
vensworth  castle.  Wallis  in  his  history  of  Northumberland  says 
the  eagle  *'  formerly  had  its  aerie  on  the  highest  and  steepest  part 
of  Cheviot.*" — Bewick.     Mackenzie. 

February. — There  was  found  at  the  side  of  a  little  brook,  near 
the  Boman  wall,  on  the  east  side  of  Corbridge,  in  Northumberland, 
by  a  smith'^s  daughter  of  that  place,  an  ancient  piece  of  silver,  thus 
described  to  the  Royal  Society. — Its  shape  like  a  tea-board,  20  inches 
long  and  1 5  broad,  hollowed  about  an  inch  deep,  with  a  flat  brim  an 
inch  and  a  quarter  broad,  neatly  flowered  with  a  vine  full  of  grapes, 
&c.  On  the  right  hand,  is  the  figure  of  Appolo^  with  a  bow  in  his  left 
hand,  and  a  physical  herb  in  his  right,  under  a  canopy  supported  by 
two  Corinthian  pillars ;  near  his  left  leg  is  a  /yr^,  under  it  an  Iteles- 
trope^  and  at  his  feet  a  python ;  near  the  right  hand  pillar  is  another 
of  a  diffierent  form,  with  a  sun  for  its  capital ;  against  this  sits  a 
priestess^  on  a  tripod,  who  looks  over  her  shoulder  at  Apollo  ;  below 
her  feet  is  an  altar,  near  which  lies  a  stag  on  his  back.  The  next 
figure  to  the  priestess  is  another  female,  her  head  unveiled,  with  a 
spear  or  wand  in  her  left  hand,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  ball,  and  near 
her  is  a  Minerva^  with  a  helmet  on  her  head,  a  spear  in  her  left  hand, 
pointing  with  her  right  to  a  man  (supposed  a  hunter),  on  the  other 
side  of  a  large  tree,  with  an  eagle  perched  upon  it ;   on  Minerva's 
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breast  is  a  Medusa's  head^  at  her  feet  an  altar,  and  near  it  a  wolf 
looking  up  to  the  man  who  has  a  bow  in  his  left  and  an  airow  in  hiA 
right  hand ;  below  him,  at  one  corner  of  the  plate,  is  a  rock  with  an 
urn  on  the  midst  of  it,  from  which  flows  a  stream.  The  figures  are 
raised,  large,  and  well  proportioned,  and  cast  work,  without  the  least 
sign  of  a  graver  on  it.  There  are  a  few  scratches  of  a  punch  or  chisd 
on  the  back  of  it ;  the  three  first  are  I.  P.  X.  but  the  rest  are  very 
unintelligible :  it  had  under  the  middle  of  it,  a  low  frame  about  7 
inches  long,  4  broad,  and  1^  deep,  but  this  was  broken  off  by  the 
smith,  though  once  all  of  a  piece.  It  weighed  about  148  ounces,  and 
was  bought  by  Mr.  Gookson,  a  goldsmith  of  Newcastle,  who  valued  it 
at  a  high  rate. — (Gents.  Mag,  Ap.  1 736.^  The  duke  of  Somerset,  as 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Gorbridge,  made  a  claim  of  it ;  and  on  Mr. 
Gookson^s  refusing  to  deliver  it,  preferred  a  bill  in  chancery  against 
him,  and  got  an  injunction  to  prevent  his  selling  or  melting  the  same 
down,  or  any  ways  defacing  it.  Mr.  Gookson  being  advised  by  his 
friends  to  acquiesce,  and  leave  the  whole  to  his  grace^s  pleasure,  the 
duke  ordered  Mr.  Gookson  to  be  paid  back  the  money  it  cost,  and 
over  and  above  a  present  of  money.  It  afterwards  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  who  married  the  grand- 
daughter and  heiress  of  the  said  duke  of  Somerset.  A  print  of  it 
was  engraved  by  Vertue,  and  published  by  Mr.  William  Shaftoe. — 
Local  Bee. 

1735  (Feb.  22). — Died,  at  Newcastle,  dame  Jane  Glavering,  widow 
of  sir  John  Glavering,  of  Axwell  Park,  aged,  66  years ;  a  lady  of  most 
exemplary  life  and  unbounded  charity.  Her  ladyship  left  by  will 
£50.  to  the  poor  of  each  of  the  four  parishes  in  Newcastle,  and  <f  60. 
to  the  charity-school  of  St.  Johns's  parish.  The  residue  of  her  estate 
amounting  to  <f  120.000.  and  upwards,  devolved  upon  her  ladyship'^s 
two  daughters.  Her  corpse  was  interred  in  St.  Nicholas^  church, 
upon  which  occasion,  pursuant  to  her  own  directions,  an  exoellent 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  rev.  Mr.  John  Ellison.  The  funeral 
procession  was  very  magnificent,  the  pall  being  supported  by  eight 
gentlemen  of  distinction ;  before  the  corpse  went  the  master  and 
charity  boys  of  St.  John's,  followed  by  the  beadles,  several  mourners 
in  cloaks,  and  eight  of  her  ladyship's  servants  in  full  mourning  with- 
out cloaks,  next  after  the  corpse  went  a  great  number  of  gentlemen 
and  clergy  as  mourners ;  then  walked  the  mayor,  and  aldermen,  with 
their  regalia  and  ensigns  of  honour,  and  after  them  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  town  and  adjacent  country,  with  scarfs,  &c.,  after 
which  followed  her  ladyship's  coach  in  deep  mourning,  succeeded  by 
many  others. — Local  Papers. 

The  Town-hall,  or  Town-house  at  Stockton  was  erected,  in  1735» 
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and  enlarged  when  the  TolUbooth  was  taken  down  in  1  "44.  It  occu- 
pies the  centre  of  the  High-street,  the  effect  of  which  it  is  thought  by 
snne  to  destroy.  It  is,  however,  a  handsome  and  commodious  struc- 
ture, forming  a  square,  with  four  fronts,  and  ornamented  with  a  light 
and  beautiful  tower  and  spire,  containing  a  clock,  the  gift  of  B. 
Clark,  esq.,  in  1804,  It  contains  an  assembly-room,  a  court-room,  a 
tavern,  and  other  suitable  apartments  for  the  use  of  the  town.  The 
principle  entrance  is  on  the  sonth,  over  which  are  the  arms  of  the 
town  cut  in  stone.  On  the  north,  a  handsome  piazza,  erected  ia 
1768  for  the  accomraodaUon  of  the  market  people,  stretches  along 
the  lower  story,  above  which  is  a  regular  range  of  the  assembly-room 
wiodows.  Mr.  Brewster  remarks  that  the  style  of  this  edifice  produces 
an  effect  similar  to  that  of  some  of  the  buildings  in  Holland ;  and  it 
may  be  added  tiiat  tiie  neat  order  in  which  it  is  kept  by  the  oorpor- 
a^on,  may  vie  with  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  that  country,  so  cel»- 
brat«d  for  itfl  cleanliness.  The  order  of  court  for  its  erection  is  dated 
March,  9  1735.  The  old  covered  cross  which  stood  in  the  market 
place,  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  town-hall,  was  removed  in  1 768,  and 
the  presMit  haads(Hne  Doric  ooluma,  33  feet  high,  erected  on  its  site. 
— Maei^Hzie't  Dur. 

1735  (June  11). — Being  the  anniversary  of  the  scceseion  of  king 
George  11.,  to  the  throne,  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  with  the  aldermea 
and  sheriff,  went  in  their  form^ities  to  St.  NichoUs  church,  and 
heud  a  aenoon  suitable  to  the  occasion,  from  thenoe  they  returned 
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to  the  mansion-house,  with  the  town's  music  before  them,  where  a 
grand  entertainment  was  prepared  for  the  officers  of  general  Gore's 
regiment,  then  quartered  in  that  town,  and  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  corporation.  Money  was  given  by  the  mayor  to  the  soldiers, 
who  fired,  as  the  company  xlrank  severally  the  healths  of  his  majesty 
and  all  the  royal  family,  &c. — Local  Papers, 

1735  (July  20). — Being  Sunday,  Ann  Flower,  of  a  very  creditable 
family  in  Northallerton,  perverted  by  her  husband,  Francis  Flower, 
formerly  a  supervisor  of  Sunderland,  but  upon  his  turning  quaker, 
discharged ;  went,  in  the  time  of  divine  service,  to  the  great  con- 
sternation and  confusion  of  the  congregation,  or,  as  she  termed  it, 
assembly,  into  the  church,  at  the  latter  place,  and,  though  cautioned, 
nay  positively  forbid  by  the  rector  to  dare  to  talk,  or,  as  they  call  it, 
speak  in  the  church,  did,  however,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  church 
service,  begin  to  hold  forth.  The  rector,  without  further  remonstrance, 
than,  that  it  was  the  apostles'  command,  that  a  woman  should  not  be 
suffered  to  teach  in  the  church,  directly  led  her  out,  thereby  preventing 
a  mob  from  cooling  her  frenzy  in  a  neighbouring  brick  pond,  which 
they  began  to  threaten,  though  she  said  she  was  sent  by  the  s{>irit. — 
Ihid. 

October. — A  child  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Leesh,  of  Chester-le- 
Street,  was  played  for  at  cards,  at  the  sign  of  the  Salmon,  one  game, 
four  shillings  against  the  child,  by  Henry  and  John  Trotter,  Robert 
Thomson  and  Thomas  Ellison,  which  was  won  by  the  latter,  and 
delivered  to  him  accordingly. — Ihii. 

October  30. — Being  the  anniversary  of  his  majesty's  birth-day,  it 
was  observed  in  Newcastle,  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  &c.  About  twelve 
o'clock  seven  companies  of  colonel  Handyside's  regiment  of  foot  were 
drawn  up  on  the  Sandhill,  and  there  fired  three  voUies ;  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  with  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  other  officers,  drank 
his  majesty's  health,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  mansion-house,  where 
there  was  an  elegant  entertainment.  After  dinner,  as  their  majesties', 
the  royal  family,  and  other  loyal  healths  were  drank,  the  company 
of  grenadiers  fired,  and  two  guineas  were  given  to  each  company 
in  the  regiment,  and  wine  to  every  grenadier  to  drink  his  majesty's 
health. — Ihid. 

November  8. — "The  North  Country  Journal,  or  the  Impartial 
Intelligencer,"  a  newspaper  in  small  folio,  was  printed  and  published 
in  Newcastle,  "  by  Leonard  Umfreville,  at  the  Head  of  the  Side." 
The  earliest  of  this  journal  that  I  have  seen  is  No.  67,  published  on 
the  Saturday,  and  dated  as  above.  Previous  to  this  time  it  had  been 
printed  and  published  by  Leonard  Umfreville  and  Isaac  Lane,  whose 
dissolution  of  partnership  is  announced  in  this  paper.     It  was  aiter- 
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wards  printed  and  published  "  by  Leonard  Umfreville  and  Company.'' 
Leonard  died  on  the  9th  of  March,  1736-7,  after  which  the  pub- 
lishers were  "  Thomas  Umfreville  and  Company."  Thomas  was  the 
brother  of  Leonard. — Local  Rec, 

1735. — A  newspaper  entitled  "The  Durham  Courant"  appears  to 
have  been  in  existence  at  this  time,  and  perhaps  in  1736  and  1737. 
Mr.  Matthew  Thompson,  of  Durham,  upholsterer,  a  very  ingenious  per- 
son, had  (in  1833)  an  old  book  with  extracts  from  various  newspapers 
pasted  in  it,  some  of  which  prove  this  fact,  by  articles  addressed  to  the 
Durham  Courant.  The  publisher  was  probably  Patrick  Sanderson, 
bookseller,  as  he  was  connected  with  Christopher  Hunter,  M.  D., 
(who  reared  the  account  of  Durham  published  in  Sanderson's  name), 
and  therefore  advertisements  of  publishing  the  Bowes  Papers  appear 
in  these  extracts. — Ibid, 

This  year,  when  the  manor  of  Hart,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  second  earl  of  Scarborough,  an  attempt  to 
procure  coal  was  made  near  the  village  of  Hart :  the  depth  of  the 
boring  through  a  bed  of  hard  limestone  was  b5  fathoms,  1  yard,  1 
foot,  and  4  inches ;  after  which,  a  succession  of  open  limestone,  with 
soft  marly  partings  and  water,  put  a  stop  to  all  fui*ther  proceedings. 
In  1808,  a  second  trial  was  made,  about  200  yards  from  the  former, 
near  the  road  leading  from  Hart  to  Hartlepool :  at  the  depth  of  29 
fathoms,  beneath  an  uninterrupted  bed  of  hard  limestone,  there  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water,  after  which  a  continuation  of  similar 
limestone  to  the  depth  of  50  fathoms  exactly — at  this  depth  a  running 
$andy  through  which  the  bore  rods  penetrated  four  yards  without  any 
signs  of  its  termination,  caused  this  attempt  to  be  abandoned. — Hist, 
of  Hartlepool, 

1736  (March  8). — A  new  lodge  of  free  and  accepted  masons  was 
constituted  at  the  sign  of  the  Fountain  in  Pipewellgate,  Gateshead. — 
Local  Papers. 

April  30. — Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  at  Newcastle,  of  the 
marriage  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  the  princess  of  Saxe-Gotha,  an 
universal  joy  and  satisfaction  appeared  throughout  the  town,  and  the 
evening  concluded  with  ringing  of  bells,  drinking  loyal  healths,  and  all 
other  possible  demonstrations  of  joy.  On  May  6th,  the  right  wor- 
shipful Walter  Blackett,  esq.,  mayor,  called  a  common-council  for  the 
purpose  of  proposing  an  address  of  congratulation  to  his  majesty  on 
that  happy  occasion,  which  was  agreed  to  nem.  con.^  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  his  worship  set  out  for  London  to  present  it.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  news  of  the  royal  marriage  at  Morpeth,  the  prisoners  in 
that  gaol  celebrated  the  occasion  with  all  possible  marks  of  joy  and 
loyalty,  by  burning  tar-barrels,  illuminating  all  their  windows,  and 
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drinking  health  to  all  the  royal  famDy.    A  general  joy  also  appeared 
throughout  the  whole  town. — Local  Pap, 

1736. — The  potato  is  supposed  to  have  been  first  introduced  Into 
the  county  of  Durham  about  this  period,  by  Thomas  Baker,  a  farmer 
and  quaker  preacher.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  observes,  I  think  justly, 
that  the  person  who  makes  a  blade  of  grass  grow  where  none  &oer  grew 
before^  deserves  well  of  his  cotmtry ;  then  certainly  the  man  who  intro- 
duced so  useful  a  root  as  the  potato  into  the  county  of  Durham,  by 
planting  it  at  Norton  (a  soil  favourable  to  its  growth)  deserves  to 
have  his  name  recorded  in  the  history  of  his  native  country.  Thomas 
Baker  after  his  marriage  with  Mary  Jekyl  settled  at  Norton,  and 
planted  potatoes  in  his  ground  there ;  the  sets,  I  believe,  he  brought 
out  of  Lancashire.  Desirous  of  making  them,  to  himself  and  family 
exclusively,  an  article  of  trade,  he,  and  his  two  sons,  James  and 
Thomas,  kept  their  baskets  with  the  potatoes,  when  they  first  planted 
them,  concealed  under  their  great-coats,  which  they  wore  on  the 
occasion.  Thomas,  the  father,  never  learnt  to  read,  but  possecusing  a 
good  natural  understanding,  with  a  particular  tast^  for  gardening, 
he  profited  so  much  by  the  observations  he  made  in  his  travels  (to 
which,  he  was  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind^  he  was  frequently  called) 
on  a  religious  account,  that  he  raised  in  his  garden  at  Norton,  finer 
fruit,  and  a  greater  variety  of  agreeable  and  useful  vegetables,  than 
could  be  found  in  any  other  spot  in  the  county.  Having  observed 
that  he  was  totally  illiterate,  it  will  be  understood  that  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  command  the  pomp  of  eloquence  to  arrest  the  attention 
and  awake  the  religious  feelings  of  a  polished  auditory,  but  though 
his  allusions  were  sometimes  homely  they  were  strongly  expressive. 
He  told  the  Friends  (assembled  in  their  meeting-house  at  Norton) 
he  was  afraid  some  of  them  were  like  the  potatoes  of  that  year, 
which  fmder  a  fair  otUside  concealed  a  rotten  heart.  He  certainly 
could  not,  in  many  respects,  be  compared  to  the  accomplished  sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  who  first  introduced  potatoes  (from  America)  into 
Ireland,  yet  it  is  no  less  remarkable  than  true,  that  in  one  particular 
instance  they  acted  in  like  manner  in  similar  circumstances.  Sir 
Walter  paying  his  court  to  queen  Elizabeth,  obtained  her  favour  by 
throwing  a  fine  velvet  cloak  over  a  miry  place  which  she  hesitated 
to  pass. — Long  had  Thomas  Baker  foUowed  in  vain  Mary  Jekyl, 
as  a  lover ;  she,  being  considerably  older  and  much  richer  than  him* 
self,  was  afraid  that  he  courted  her  to  obtain  the  mammon  of  this 
world,  till  walking  together  in  Stockton  street,  in  dirty  weather, 
they  came  to  a  kennel,  over  which  Mary  was  afraid  to  pass ;  Thomas, 
upon  this,  gallantly  set  his  foot  in  the  middle  of  it,  which  Mary  step- 
ping upon,  got  clearly  over ;  and  looking  upon  the  courtly  action  aa  an 
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unquestionable  proof  of  real  affection,  soon  after  consented  to  marry 
him. — Brew8ter*8  Stockton. 

1736  (June  8), — ^Thomas  Tate,  turnkey  at  Newgate,  in  Newcastle, 
was  apprehended  for  feloniously  taking  in  the  night  (some  time  be- 
fore) several  pieces  of  cambric  and  other  things,  from  Mr.  Durance^s 
shop  in  Newcastle,  and  the  same  night  he  was  committed  to  Newgate. 
He  was  detected  in  consequence  of  having  given  a  piece  of  cambric 
to  a  child,  to  whom  he  was  god-father,  which  cambric  the  mother  of 
the  child  went  to  sell  or  exchange  at  Mr.  Durance^s  shop.  On  July 
15th,  Thomafl  Tate,  with  Aleiuinder  Ogle,  a  felon,  found  means  by  the 
assistance  of  some  accomplices,  who  had  been  concealed  in  the  toll  shop 
adjoining  thereto,  to  break  out  of  the  dungeon  of  the  gaol,  where 
they  were  chained  to  the  wall.  They  made  their  escape  by  a  hole  in 
the  waU,  through  the  toll  shop ;  and  having  got  their  large  irons  off, 
which  were  found  in  a  field  at  some  distance  from  the  gaol,  they  re- 
turned and  entered  into  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Michael  Dawson, 
keeper  of  the  gaol,  by  a  small  cellar  window,  in  which  were  two  iron 
bars.  These  they  forced  out,  and  after  picking  the  lock  of  the  cellar 
door,  went  up  one  pair  of  stairs  to  the  room  where  Tate  had  lodged, 
when  turnkey,  wherein  was  a  servant,  sick  in  bed.  They  took  out  of 
the  room  a  large  wooden  chest  containing  Tate^s  wearing  apparel, 
which  they  brought  down  into  the  cellar,  and  bolted  the  door 
on  the  inside.  After  having  dressed  themselves  with  the  best 
clothes  belonging  to  Tate,  leaving  their  old  ones  behind  them,  they 
made  their  escape  out  of  the  window  undiscovered.  July  18th,  Tate 
and  Ogle,  were  taken  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Garsop,  (the  father  of 
Tate^s  sweetheart,)  near  Bellingham,  in  Northumberland.  The  same 
evening  they  were  brought  to  Newcastle,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Daw- 
son, the  gaolor,  who  rewarded  Mr.  Michael  Anderson,  who  took 
them,  with  ten  guineas.  Tate  was  chained  down  in  the  prison,  but 
he  told  the  gaoler  it  was  to  no  purpose,  as  he  could  break  through 
all,  which  he  accordingly  did,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  in 
the  presence  of  two  magistrates  and  the  gaoler ;  upon  which  a  guard 
was  set  over  them  both.  At  the  assizes  held  in  Newcastle,  Aug. 
1736,  they  were  transported  for  seven  years. — Local  Papers, 

August  17. — John  Hall,  alias  Triciey  Hall^  stood  in  the  pillory 
two  hours,  at  noon,  in  the  flesh  market,  Newcastle,  for  perjury,  of 
which  he  had  been  convicted  at  the  assizes  for  Northumberland,  in 
August  1733.  He  had  been  confined  in  the  Fleet  prison  irom  the 
time  of  his  conviction  until  he  was  brought  to  Newcastle,  and  placed 
in  the  pillory  as  above  stated.  After  standing  the  prescribed  time, 
and  during  which  he  was  severely  pelted  by  the  populace,  he  was 
sent  back  to  prison  to  remain  there  for  seven  years,  unless  he  sooner 
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found  sufficient  sureties  for  his  good  behaviour.     He  had  also  to  pay 
a  fine  often  pounds. — Newc.  Cour. 

1736  (Oct.  11). — Three  prisoners  named  Robert  Hunter,  alias 
Howham,  Robert  Gilmore,  and  William  Clark,  made  their  escape 
from  Morpeth  gaol. — Ihid. 

A  woman  at  Bishop  Auckland,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  who 
was  108  years  of  age,  got  a  new  set  of  teeth. — Ibid, 

This  year,  sir  John  Swinburne,  bart.,  erected  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  of  Stamfordham,  Northumberland,  a  covered  market-cross,  sur- 
mounted with  a  square  pinnacle.  On  the  east  side  is  this  inscription : 
— "erected  by  sib  JOHN  SWINBURNE,  BART.  1735."  And  ou  the  other 
side  is  his  coat  armorial.  Stamfordham  is  a  pleasant  well-built  town, 
seated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Pont,  twelve  miles  north-west 
by  west  of  Newcastle.  It  consists  chiefly  of  one  long  and  broad 
street,  which  slopes  towards  the  river. — Mackenzie  8  Northd, 

1736. — Walter  Blackett,  esq.,  afterwards  sir  Walter  Blackett, 
bart.,  was  at  the  expence  of  erecting  a  handsome  and  spacious  fabric 
on  the  site  of  the  old  vestry,  and  attached  to  the  south  side  of  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  the  under  part  of 
which  was  to  be  the  vestry,  and  the  upper  apartments  to  contain  the 
original  library  of  that  church,  to  which  it  had  been  bequeathed  by 
alderman  John  Gosins  and  other  benefactors,  together  with  an  aug- 
mentation of  1600  volumes  presented  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Thomlinson,  rec- 
tor of  Whickham.  On  the  front  of  the  building  is  the  following  in- 
scription : — "  This  Library  was  built  by  Walter  Blackett,  Esq.  for 
the  books  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Thomlinson  and  other  Benefactors, 
1736.''^  Dr.  Thomlinson  subsequently  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his 
books  to  be  put  into  this  library  for  public  use  under  the  trusteeship 
of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle.  Dec.  11,  1740,  Dr.  Thomlinson 
writes  thus  to  the  bishop  of  London  : — "  After  I  had  finishM  y*  Hos- 
pital at  Wigton  in  y'  Parish  where  I  was  Bom,  &  Built  a  Hansome 
School  house  w*^  a  House  for  y*  master  to  dwell  in ;  I  turned  my 
thoughts  upon  geting  a  Library  Errected  for  my  Books  in  y"  Town  of 
Newcastle.  After  some  fruitless  attempts  my  worthy  &  generous 
friend  Mr.  Blackett  undertook  it,  &  at  his  own  expence  Built  a 
Beautiful  Fabrick  against  y*  south  wall  of  y*  g*  church  of  St.  Nicolas 
where  y*  old  vestry  stood.  The  Front  makes  a  Hansome  appearance, 
it  consists  of  3  Storys  in  height  &;  above  17  yards  in  length.  The  first 
story  is  of  y*  Tuscan  order  (where  y*  vestry  is).  The  2  upper  storys 
y'  are  for  Books  are  of  y"  Ionic  w***  proper  decorations  belonging  to 
y*  order.  And  y*  Ionic  columns  rest  upon  y"  Inbenchm*  of  y*  Tuscan 
as  y*  columns  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral  do  upon  St.  Faith's  church.  In 
May  last  I  put  above  1600  Books  into  y*  Library  600  of  w**  were 
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capital  Books  in  fol :  I  have  more  than  double  y*  number  in  my  Study 
here  w*  I  have  Lett*  &  Guilt,  &  are  to  be  remov'd  thither  upon  my 
demise.  I  can  w""  pleasure  acquaint  y*  Ldsp.  j'  on  y*  Si"*  of  Nov'. 
Laet  Mr.  Blackett  y'  same  Generous  Person  settled  25""  a  year  for 
ever  upon  a  Librarian  ;  &  I  purchased  a  rent  charge  of  5"*  a  year  to 
be  a  perpetual  fund  for  suplying  it  w"  new  Books."  *  Such  a 
l^acy  as  this  very  few  persons  are  competent  to  appreciate.  Ti  was 
not  merely  so  many  thousands  of  volumes  of  promiscuous  print,  as 
many  libraries  are,  but  it  had  been  picked  and  culled  by  judicious 
hands  from  the  rarest  literary  stores ;  and  was  left  by  one  who  fore- 
knew the  ever  increasing  value  of  the  legacy  he  was  bequeathing  as 
an  inheritance  to  all  future  generations  of  the  town  of  NewcasUe. — 
Detcrip.  Comp. 

1737  (Feb.  19). — Two  felons  named  John  Dodsworth  and  John 
Penman,  escaped  from  Durham  gaol,  about  ten  o^clock  at  night,  by 
knocking  down  the  under-keeper  of  that  prison,  and  using  him  in  a 
most  barbarous  manner. — Local  Papers. 

March  21. — A  desperate  gale  of  wind  from  the  west,  blew  down 
Silkaworth  wind-mill  (near  Sunderland), — Ettrici's  Diary. 

April  6. — There  was  an  order  of  common  council,  that  the  pnblio 
water  should  not  be  conveyed  into-  the  houses  of  any  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle,  except  those  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  sheriif, 
and  town  clerk. — Brand. 

August  5. — A  servant  belonging  to  Walter  Blackett,  esq,,  of  New- 
castle, having  accidently  dropt  a  snuff  of  a  candle  among  the  straw  in 
the  stable,  then  going  out  and  shutting  the  door,  in  less  than  twenty 
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minutes,  five  of  the  valuable  coach-horses  were  suffocated. — Loc,  Bee, 

1737  (Sept.  10). — Being  Sunday,  Mary  Coxon,  in  the  time  of 
divine  service  in  Morpeth  church,  was  publicly  denounced  and  excom- 
municated for  contumacy,  for  not  appearing  at  the  archdeacon^s  court 
to  receive  sentence  for  the  crime  of  fornication. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

December  17. — The  day  of  the  funeral  of  queen  Caroline,  was  ob- 
served with  great  solemnity  at  Newcastle.  At  eight  o^clock  in  the 
evening,  the  bells  began  to  toll  and  continued  till  twelve.  The  day 
following  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  appeared  in  mourning,  and 
the  magistrates'*  pew  and  the  pulpit  in  St.  Nicholas^  church,  were 
hung  with  black  cloth. — Local  Paper$, 

Died  at  Wearmouth,  Isabella  Porteous,  at  the  great  age  of  116. — 
lUd, 

1737-8  (January). — Died,  John  Tempest,  of  Old  Durham,  esq., 
M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Durham  in  1706,  son  of  William  Tempest, 
esq.,  M.  P.  for  the  city  in  several  parliaments,  and  grandson  to  John 
Tempest,  esq.,  one  of  the  first  representatives  of  the  county.  He 
was  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  army  of  king  Charles  I.,  and  at  the 
restoration,  was  nominated  for  a  Knight  of  the  intended  Order  of  the 
Royal  Oak,  which  was  never  carried  into  effect,  from  the  fear  of  ex- 
citing discontents  and  jealousies.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Giles^  Dur- 
ham, 30th  January. — Sharp's  Knts,  of  Durham, 

1738. — The  old  mansion  house  of  Hesleyside,  a  handsome  structure 
of  white  freestone,  built  on  a  plan  similar  to  Lowther  hall,  in  West- 
moreland, was  this  year  nearly  destroyed  by  fire.  One  of  the  wings 
was  totally  burnt  down ;  but  about  the  end  of  the  last  century  it  waa 
rebuilt  with  considerable  additions  by  the  father  of  the  present  pro-' 
prietor,  W.  J.  Charlton,  esq.,  who  resides  here  all  the  year.  During 
its  erection  it  again  suffered  by  fire ;  being  twice  involved  in  flames 
by  the  negligence  of  the  house  carpenters.  A  remarkably  neat  do- 
mestic chapel  is  attached,  and  the  gardens  and  pleasure  grounds 
evince  great  taste  both  in  design  and  execution.  The  prospect  from 
the  eminence  on  which  the  structure  stands  is  beautifully  variegated 
with  sheep  walks,  '^  heath-clad  hills,^  rocks  and  woods ;  having  the 
pleasant  town  of  Bellingham,  and  part  of  the  North  Tyne  in  the  fore- 
ground. The  clan  of  Charlton  celebrated  in  ancient  times,  were  very 
numerous  and  influential  in  the  neighbourhood.  Those  of  the  name 
who  resided  at  the  Bower,  an  old  peel,  not  far  from  Hesleyside,  were 
noted  freebooters,  and  many  wonderful  tales  are  related  of  their 
address  and  prowess.  The  chief  of  the  family  was  always  called 
Bowery,  or  rather  Boorey,  from  his  place  of  residence.  William 
Charlton  of  Beedsmouth,  a  son  of  Mr.  Charlton  of  the  Bower,  had  all 
the  fierceness  and  implacability  of  a  borderer.    On  the  2l8t  of  Feb*, 
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1709,  he  dew  Mr.  H.  Widdrington,  of  Bellmgham,  in  a  wood  called 
Beedswood  Scroggs.  William  Laidley  of  Emplehope,  who  was  riding 
past  at  the  time,  hastened  to  the  Dodd  heaps,  where  there  was  a  horse 
race,  and  alarmed  the  people.  They  took  the  offender  and  delivered 
him  into  the  hand  of  justice.  Charlton  was,  however,  pardoned  by 
queen  Anne  ;  but,  it  is  said,  as  the  body  of  the  deceased  was  interred 
before  Gharlton'*s  pew-door  in  the  Church  he  frequented,  he  would 
never  again  enter  the  building.  In  1715,  he  joined  the  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater,  and  behaved  with  great  spirit  and  bravery  at  Preston. — 
HodgsonCs  Northd.  8tM>.     Mackenzie, 

1738  (Dec.  11). — In  the  evening  a  dreadful  and  alarming  fire 
broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Richard  Pyle,  a  blacksmith,  at  Bothbury, 
which  consumed  the  same,  together  with  his  dwelling  house  and  all 
the  furniture,  also  the  cow  houses  and  stables,  his  wife  narrowly 
escaping  with  her  life.  The  fire  communicated  to  and  destroyed  the 
house  of  John  Selby,  with  the  greatest  part  of  his  furniture,  and 
above  thirty  tons  of  wool,  and  a  great  quantity  of  leather ;  also  the 
house  of  James  Hood,  a  barber,  with  part  of  the  furniture ;  the  house 
of  Greerge  Potts,  a  butcher,  with  part  of  the  furniture,  and  his  shop 
and  stable  were  destroyed;  as  were  also  the  house  of  Robert  Douglas, 
with  all  his  furniture,  stables,  workshops,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
oats  and  other  com,  with  a  quantity  of  wool  to  the  value  of  nearly 
£¥),  besides  leather  and  other  goods.  AU  the  houses  were  the  pro- 
perty of  Robert  Douglas,  who,  .by  this  catastrophe,  was  reduced  to 
beggary.  The  fire  was  occasioned  by  Richard  Pyle,  carelessly  laying 
straw  in  his  shop,  which  took  fire  from  the  sparks  as  he  was  working 
at  the  anvil. — Local  Papers. 

The  splendidly  decorated  ceilings  which  formerly  graced  the  saloon 
and  other  apartments  of  Hilton  castle,  in  the  coimty  of  Durham,  were 
executed  this  year,  by  one  ^  Frankini,^  an  Italian.  Extensive  repara- 
tions appear  to  have  been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  building  at  the 
same  period.  The  dimensions  of  the  saloon  are  12  yards  by  8  and  a 
foot — and  24  feet  high. — EttricX^s  Diary,  Sfc, 

1739  (Jan.  6). — About  one  o'*clock  in  the  morning,  a  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  in  a  workshop  belonging  to  Mr.  Walton,  merchant  and 
tallow  chandler,  in  Gateshead.  The  family  were  immediately  alarmed, 
and  not  having  time  to  put  on  their  clothes,  ran  into  the  street  in 
the  utmost  confusion ;  soon  after,  the  workshop  and  dwelling  house 
were  reduced  to  ashes ;  two  other  dwelling  houses  were  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  the  fire,  which  likewise  did  great  damage  to  several  fami- 
lies adjoining.  The  engines  were  ordered  from  Newcastle  by  the 
ma^strates,  as  were  the  free-porters,  to  secure  the  property  from 
being  pillaged  by  the  mob,  but  by  the  falling  in  of  part  of  the  house. 
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the  engines  were  rendered  useless.     The  damage  was  computed  at 
upwards  of  <£^2,000. — Local  Papers. 

1739  (Jan.  12). — Part  of  the  ancient  gate  leading  to  the  Castle- 
garth,  in  Newcastle,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Black  gate,  fell  down 
with  a  tremendous  crash,  and  although  several  shops  adjoined  the 
same,  none  of  the  occupiers  were  injured. — Ibid, 

January  13. — About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  oonunenced  one 
of  the  most  violent  storms  of  wind  that  had  been  known  in  or  about 
Newcastle,  for  many  years,  which  continued  with  unabated  fury  till 
nearly  five.  The  roofs  of  several  houses  were  blown  quite  away,  and 
many  stacks  of  chimnies  fell  in.  A  nurse,  in  a  gentleman'^s  family, 
who  was  in  bed  with  an  infant  child,  was  so  bruised  from  the  breast 
downwards  that  she  died  in  a  few  days,  the  child  escaped  by  being 
near  the  bed  head.  Great  damage  was  sustained  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

January  17. — A  dreadfid  fire  happened  at  Gunnerton,  in  North- 
umberland, supposed  to  be  done  by  a  candle  setting  fire  to  the  straw 
in  a  byer  belonging  to  Mr.  Cook,  wherein  were  nine  cows,  two  oxen, 
and  a  bull.  Mrs.  Cook  ran  in  and  loosed  the  cattle  from  their  stalls, 
upon  which  the  bull  rushed  to  the  door,  where  being  almost  sufTo- 
cated,  he  fell,  which  prevented  Mrs.  Cook's  escape,  so  that  she  with 
the  cows  and  oxen,  were  suffocated,  and  the  byer  with  their  bodies, 
burnt  to  ashes. — Ibid. 

April  7. — The  first  number  of  a  newspaper  in  folio,  intitled  "  The 
Newcastle  Journal,''  was  published  in  Newcastle,  by  Isaac  Thompson 
and  William  Cuthbert,  at  their  office,  "  On  the  Head  of  the  Side."" 
The  establishment  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  '•  Burnt  House 
Entry,"  where  this  paper  was  regularly  published  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Thompson,  January  6th,  1776. — Local  Bee. 

April  21. — The  following  notice  was  given  to  the  public: — "For 
the  benefit  of  Thomas  Topham,  the  strong  man,  from  Islington,  whose 
performances  have  been  looked  upon  by  the  Royal  Society  and  several 
persons  of  distinction,  to  be  the  most  surprising  as  well  as  curious  of 
any  thing  ever  performed  in  England;  on  which  account,  as  other 
entertainments  are  more  frequently  met  with  than  what  he  proposes, 
he  humbly  hopes  gentlemen  and  ladies,  &c.  will  honour  him  with  their 
presence  at  the  Nag's  head,  in  Gateshead,  on  Monday  the  23d  cf 
this  instant,  at  four  o'clock,  where  he  intends  to  perform  several  feats 
of  strength,  viz. : — He  bends  an  iron  poker  three  inches  in  circumfer- 
ence, over  his  arm,  and  one  of  two  inches  and  a  quarter,  round  his 
neck ;  he  breaks  a  rope  that  wiU  bear  two  thousand  weight,  and  with 
his  fingers  rolls  up  a  pewter  dish  of  seven  pounds  hard  metal ;  he  lays 
the  back  part  of  his  head  on  one  chair,  and  his  heels  on  another,  and 
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suffering  four  men  to  stand  on  his  body,  he  moves  them  up  and  down 
at  pleasure ;  he  lifts  a,  table  six  feet  in  length,  by  his  teeth,  with  a 
half  hundred  weight  hanging  at  the  further  end  of  it ;  and,  lastly,  to 
oblige  the  publick,  he  will  lift  a  butt  full  of  water."  "Each  person  to 
pay  one  shilling."  This  "  strong  man '"  fell  a  victim  to  jealousy,  aj9  is 
proved  by  the  following ; — "August  10th,  1749,  died,  Mr.  Thomas 
Topham,  known  by  the  name  of  the  strong  man,  master  of  a  publick 
house  in  Shoreditch,  London.  In  a  fit  of  jealousy,  he  stabbed  his 
wife,  then  cut  his  own  throat  and  stabbed  himself,  after  which  he 
lived  two  days. — Local  Sec. 

1739  (April  25). — Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  there 
was  an  exc«8aive  rain,  accompanied  with  dreadful  thunder  and  light- 
ning at  Newcastle  and  its  neighbourhood.  By  the  electric  fluid  a 
alup  at  Willi ngton-quay  had  its  miun-mast  broke  otf  about  four  feet 
from  the  deck,  and  thrown  overboard,  the  remaining  part  being 
shivered  into  innumerable  pieces ;  at  the  same  time  the  river  was  put 
into  a  sudden  concussion,  heaving  and  tumbling  vessels  in  an  awful 
manner. — Local  Papers. 

May  29. — Being  the  anniversary  of  the  restoration  of  King  Charles 
II.  the  foundation  stone  of  the  new  steeple  of  St.  Mary's  church,  at 
Gateshead,  was  laid,  on  which  occasion,  together  wth  the  solemnities 
of  the  day,  an  universal  joy  appeared  amongst  all  ranks  of  people,  by 
firing  of  guns,  displaying  flags,  and  other  tokens.  The  four  spires  at 
the  eoraen  were  taken  down  in  1764,  and  the  roof  altered. — Loc,  See 
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1739  (June  16). — Died,  Nathaniel  Ogle,  of  Kirkley,  in  Northumber- 
land, esq.,  one  of  his  niajesty''s  justices  of  the  peace  for  that  county. 
He  had  been  an  eminent  physician  abroad  during  the  war,  and  acted  in 
that  character  at  home  amongst  his  neighbours  in  a  most  charitable 
manner,  visiting  the  sick  and  giving  advice  gratis.  This  gentleman^s 
daughter,  had,  not  long  before  his  death,  been  married  to  Sir  Ghaloner 
Ogle,  a  famed  British  admiral. — Local  Bee. 

August. — Died,  Greorge  Payne,  of  Wylam,  Northumberland,  esq., 
F.  B.  S.,  Member  of  the  Boyal  Academy  at  Berlin :  of  the  Noble  In- 
stitution of  Bologna  in  Italy,  &;c.  He  died  at  Ghent,  in  Flanders, 
aged  above  90. — Gents.  Mag, 

September  4. — Michael  Curry,  for  the  murder  of  Robert  Shevil,  of 
Hartley,  and  John  Wilson,  for  the  murder  of  Barbara,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Trumble,  of  Dunclawood,  were,  pursuant  to  their  sentences,  exe- 
cuted at  the  Westgate,  Newcastle ;  they  behaved  decently,  though 
they  met  their  unhappy  fate  without  any  apparent  fear  of  death. 
Neither  of  them  made  any  speech  or  confession  at  the  place  of  exeea- 
tion,  but  some  time  before  delivered  what  they  thought  proper  in 
writing  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  which  was  afterwards  printed  by 
Mr.  White.  Curry  owned  that  he  was  guilty  of  Shevil'^s  murder,  but 
denied  that  the  decea8ed''s  wife  urged  him  to  it.  Wilson  could  re- 
member nothing  of  the  murder,  but  supposed  that  it  had  been  done 
in  the  midst  of  a  tumultuous  drunken  affray  in  the  house  of  the 
deceased,  whose  husband  was  a  publican.  Curry''s  body  was  taken 
directly  from  the  place  of  execution  to  Hartley,  and  there  hung  in 
chains.  Wilson^s  body  was  interred  in  the  ground  behind  St.  John'^s 
church,  in  Newcastle. — Newc.  Cour. 

September  5. — Thomas  Galalee  was  executed  at  Durham  for  horse 
stealing.  He  confessed  his  guilt,  also  his  having  committed  several 
crimes  of  like  nature,  and  died  penitent. — Local  Papers, 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a  fire  broke  out  in  Pilgrim  street^ 
Newcastle,  near  the  gate,  occasioned  by  a  child  setting  fire  to  some 
shavings.  An  old  house  and  a  loft  containing  a  great  quantity  of 
hay  were  consumed  before  it  was  got  under. — IJnd. 

September  14. — William  Smith  was  executed  on  the  town  moor, 
Newcastle,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife.  He  was  bom  near  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  and  was  upwards  of  53  years  of  age.  He  made  aome 
partial  confession  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  but,  at  the  place  of 
execution,  when  the  rope  was  about  his  neck,  he  declared  that  if  any 
thing  was  printed  as  his  dying  speech,  it  would  be  false,  for  he  had 
made  none,  and  died  seemingly  hardened  and  unconcerned.  He 
desired  that  his  clothes  might  be  given  to  his  son,  a  lad  about  thir- 
teen, who  stood  by  him  when  he  was  executed. — Ibid. 
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1739  (Sept.  18). — A  whale  was  found  by  a  master  of  a  ship  float- 
ing off  Huntcliffe-foot,  and  was  towed  to  Sunderland.  It  was  64 
ieet  long,  and  the  girth  of  its  body  was  62  feet.  The  mouth  opened"^ 
upwards  of  20  feet  wide.  The  tail  was  twelve  feet  across. — Lo  ca 
Papers. 

October  5,-^A  fire  broke  out  in  a  tallow  chandler^s  shop  at  Sun- 
derland, which  entirely  consumed  the  same,  together  with  the  house, 
but  no  further  mischief  was  done. — Ibid, 

October  27.— War  was  declared  against  Spain  in  the  following 
manner  in  Newcastle.  The  proclamation  being  read  on  the  Sand- 
hill by  the  sheriff,  and  declared  aloud  by  his  sergeant  at  mace  to  a 
^eat  number  of  spectators,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  in  their  scarlet 
Tobes,  with  the  mace  and  other  regalia;  on  the  pronouncing  his 
maje8ty'*s  name,  the  sword  bearer  drew  the  sword  belonging  to  the 
-corporation,  and  the  proclamation  being  ended,  the  populace  testi- 
fied their  joy  by  loud  acclamations,  firing  of  guns,  &c.  The  same 
evening  the  mayor,  aldermen,  sheriff,  and  common-council,  met  at 
Baxter''s  tavern  on  the  quay,  and  drank  to  the  health  of  the  king 
•and  royal  family,  and  success  to  the  British  arms. — Newc.  Cour. 

October. — Great  damage  was  done  at  Morpeth  and  the  neighbour- 
h(X>d,  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river  Wansbeck  from  excessive  rains. 
Several  houses  were  seriously  injured,  and  a  large  piece  of  the  mill- 
dam,  near  the  bridge  at  Morpeth,  was  carried  away.  The  foundation 
■of  Mr.  Chater^s  new  house  was  very  much  damaged,  and  at  the  warp 
mill,  the  water  ran  over  the  top  of  the  door.  Com,  trees,  calves, 
sheep,  hogs,  &c.  were  borne  down  the  river,  by  the  strong  current,  in 
great  numbers,  and  lost.  The  oldest  person  could  not  remember  the 
water  having  been  so  hi^  before. — Local  Papers. 

November  2. — Died,  at  his  seat  at  Heaton,  near  Newcastle,  Rich- 
ard Ridley,  esq.,  an  alderman  and  governor  of  the  merchant'*s  com- 
pany in  Newcastle,  and  an  extensive  coal  owner.  On  the  5th,  in  the 
evening,  his  corpse  was  interred  in  St.  Nicholas'  church.  The  hearse, 
which  was  covered  with  escutcheons  and  drawn  by  six  horses,  was 
preceded  by  86  of  the  decea«ed''s  tenants  and  agents  on  horseback, 
two  and  two,  with  mourning  gloves,  and  three  servants ;  the  hearse 
was  followed  by  a  retinue  of  mourning  and  other  coaches.  In  this 
manner  the  corpse  was  conveyed  from  Heaton,  to  Mr.  Ridley''s  house 
on  the  quay,  Newcastle,  where  the  company  were  invited,  and  where 
the  corpse  was  taken  out  of  the  hearse,  and  from  thence  carried  to 
the  church,  the  pall  being  covered  with  escutcheons  and  supported 
by  the  eight  following  gentlemen: — sir  James  Clavering,  bart., 
Walter  Blackett,  Edward  CoUingwood,  William  Ellison,  Nicholas 
Fenwick,  Hilton  Lawson,  Thomas  Bigge,  and  William  Coulson,  esqrs. 

Se 
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The  maater  of  the  charity  school,  with  a  scarf,  &c.  leading  the  char- 
ity boys  of  St.  Nicholas,  went  foremost  in  the  proceasion;  after 
whom  came  five  beadles,  who  were  followed  by  twenty  men  in  cloaks, 
walking  two  and  two,  betwixt  these  and  the  corpse  walked  three  cou- 
ple of  servants  in  mourning ;  behind  the  corpse  walked  twenty-four 
chief  mourners,  two  and  two ;  these  were  succeeded  by  the  regalia  of 
the  town  in  mourning,  borne  by  the  proper  officers,  who  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  with  scarfs  and  blacks  gloves : 
next  to  these  walked  the  clergy,  with  scarfs,  who  were  followed  by 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased  in  scarfs ;  to  these  succeeded  the  war- 
dens, and  secretary  of  the  merchant's  company,  with  gloves,  two  and 
two,  and  closed  with  the  beadle  in  a  scarf,  &o.  Then  followed  a 
multitude  of  gentlemen  and  tradesmen,  with  gloves  ;  after  these  came 
the  eighty-six  tenants  and  agents  on  horseback  as  before.  During 
the  procession  through  the  town,  half-minute  guns  were  fired,  and  a 
solenm  silence  was  observed  by  the  vast  crowd  of  spectators,  and  also 
the  rejoicings  of  the  day  (being  the  5th  of  November),  were  auBpend- 
ed.  When  the  corpse  entered  in  at  the  west  door  of  the  church,  a 
piece  of  solemn  music  was  performed  upon  the  organ  by  Mr.  Avison. 
After  the  funeral  ceremony  waa  over,  the  bells  rung  a  mourning  peal, 
which  closed  the  solemnities  of  the  day. — Local  Papers. 

1739  {Dec.  H), — ^A  fire,  occasioned  by  the  snuff  of  a  candle,  took 
place  in  a  corn  mill,  without  Pandon  gate,  Newcastle,  which  entirely 
consumed  the  same,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  com,  and  other 
property. — Ihid. 


ih  Tnuiiript  of  St.  NicholH'  Chutcfa,  NnxMtla. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


BEAT  damage  was  sustained  in  Newcastle  and 
the  neighbourhood,  from  the  prevalence  of  stormy 
weather,  which  began  on  the  28th  of  December, 
I   1739,  and  continued  several  weeks  with  uncommon 
=  severity.      A  great  number  of  keels  lying  near 
I  Sandgate,  broke  loose  by  the  united  efforts  of  the 
a  wind,  tide,  and  masses  of  ice,  and  drove  directly 
upon  the  ships  and  boats  lying  at  the  quay,  twelve 
wherries  were  sunk,  part  of  them  staved  to  pieces,  and  most  of  the 
ships  were  driven  from  their  moorings  and  received  great  injury  by 
running  foul  of  each  other.     Immense  masses  of  ice  were  heaped  up 
in  the  river,  which  had  a  melancholy  winter  prospect,  the  Tyne  being 
completely  frozen  up  and  the  entire  navigation  stopped,  bo  that  tents 
were  set  up  and  various  diversions  exhibited  upon  the  glassy  surface. 
A  great  many  people  came  daily  from  distant  parts  of  the  county  to 
view  this  uncommon  scene,  the  Tyne  looking  more  like  a  fair  than  a 
navigable  river.      The  frost   which  had  commenced  the   preceding 
month,  was,  during  January,  1 740,  as  severe  as  ever.    The  air  in  some 
of  the  coal-pits  could  not  be  borne  by  the  workmen  without  a  fire  at 
the  bottom.    January  12th,  an  accident  happened  at  Tanfield  colliery, 
by  one  of  those  fires  which  being  ordered  to  be  put  out  by  the  boys, 
after  the  workmen  had  left,  they  spread  it  abroad  carelessly  among 
some  straw,  which  immediately  took  fire,  the  flame  of  which  instantly 
catched  hold  of  two  casks  of  oil  standing  very  near  the  place,  which, 
setting  fire  to  the  coal,  burnt  with  such  violence  and  rarefied  the  air  to 
such  a  degree,  that  by  a  plentiful  supply  of  fresh  air  from  the  adjacent 
pits,  that  pit  was  changed  into  a  terrible  bellowing  volcano,  thunder- 
ing o&t  eruptions  of  hot  cinders  of  considerable  weight  into  the  open 
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air  to  an  incredible  height  and  diBtance.  This  accident  happened 
about  two  o''clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  increasing  for  about 
seven  liours,  when  the  pts  were  all  ordered  to  be  closed  in,  which 
extinguished  the  flames*  Seteral  who  attempted  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
&e  very  narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives.  January  14th,  John  Feo- 
wick,  esq.,  of  Bywell,  gave  a  grand  entertainment  on  account  of  his 
botCs  birth-day,  and  had  a  large  sheep  roasted  whole,  in  a  tent  erected 
for  that  purpose  upon  the  ice  on  the  river  Tyne,  with  plenty  of  strong 
liquor  for  the  populace,  who  ate  and  drank  very  merrily,  with  huzzas 
and  firing  of  cannon.  Mr.  Fenwick'*s  coach  and  two  horsei?  were 
also  driven  up,  down,  and  across  the  river,  with  several  gentlemen  and 
ladies  in  it,  to  the  great  surprise  of  all  present.  February  11th,  the 
Tyne  being  still  frozen  over,  the  principal  coal-fitters  under  sir  Henry 
Liddell,  bart.,  Edward  Wortley,  and  George  Bowes,  esqrs.,  set  to 
work  about  200  men  to  cut  away  the  ice  and  open  the  channel  from 
below  Newcastle  to  thrir  staiths  above  bridge^  being  nearly  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  length,  in  which  hazardous  undertaking  no  fatal  accident 
happened.  In  about  a  week  a  passage  was  opened  and  keels  loaded, 
by  which  means,  ships,  which  had  been  waiting  for  coals  were 
despatched  to  London  and  other  places.  The  success  attending  this 
experiment  induced  others  to  endeavour  to  open  a  way  to  their 
staiths;  but,  unfortunately,  two  men  being  drowned  in  the  at- 
tempt«  the  proceedings  were  stopped.  During  this  period  of  extreme 
rigour,  the  wants  of  the  poor  were  not  passed  unnoticed.  Walter 
Blackett,  esq.,  M.  P.,  for  Newcastle,  ordered  £350.  to  be  distributed 
in  the  following  parishes,  viz.  in  Newcastle,  St.  Nicholas^  and  St. 
John'^s  .f  40.  each,  All  Saints'"  and  St.  AndrewX  <£60.  each,  and  in 
Gateshead,  Hexham,  and  Hartbum,  ^50.  each.  Many  other  gentle- 
men in  the  two  counties  extended  the  hand  of  benevolence.  February 
18th,  an  immense  quantity  of  ice  was  brought  down  the  Tyne,  which, 
with  the  weight  of  the  water,  broke  away  a  great  part  of  the  dam  at 
Bywell.  The  damage  was  computed  at  <£1,000.  This  ice  continuing 
its  pro^rress,  and  meeting  with  the  tide  at  Newbum,  about  four  miles 
above  Newcastle,  was  in  great  part  thrown  on  to  the  low  grounds,  and 
the  rest  again  closed  up  the  channel  which  had  been  so  industriously 
cleared  to  the  staiths.  The  gentlemen  of  the  coal-trade  on  the 
river  Wear  conunenced  opening  a  passage  to  their  staiths,  in  the 
same  manner  as  had  been  performed  with  success  at  Newcastle.  The 
ice  on  the  river  Wear,  at  Durham,  was  so  strong,  that  carriages  with 
oxen  and  horses  daily  travelled  thereon,  and  a  tame  fox  was  hunted 
upon  the  river,  which  afforded  great  diversion,  after  which  three  tar- 
barrels  were  burnt  below  Framwellgate  bridge.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  month  of  February,  the  rivers  which  had  been  blocked  up  since 
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December,  were  cleared  of  their  ice  by  a  gentle  thaw  without  damage^ 
and  trade  was  again  resumed. — Local  Papers. 

1740  (March  18). — On  the  arrival  of  the  news  in  Newcastle  of  ad- 
miral Vemon''s  taking  and  reducing  to  obedience  Porto-Bello,  there 
were  ringing  of  bells  at  the  several  churches  all  night,  and  other  de- 
monstrations of  joy.  The  loyalty  of  one  man  is  particularly  deserv- 
ing of  notice : — Mr.  Andrew  Swadale,  a  very  loyal  and  weighty  suh^ 
ject  (weighing  near  23  stones),  ordered  a  bonfire,  of  tar-bairels,  &;c.y 
to  be  burnt  before  his  door,  and  appearing  there  with  a  large  drawn 
backsword  in  his  hand,  challenged  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  or  any  that 
would  take  that  kingdom^s  part,  to  fight  him,  upon  which  w^re  given 
three  loud  huzzas,  and  success  to  his  majesty''s  arms  by  sea  and  land. 
He  afterwards  broached  a  hogshead  of  beer  for  the  populace,  and 
concluded  the  night  with  loyal  healths.  At  Hexham  on  the  19th,  oix 
hearing  of  admiral  Vemon''s  success,  sir  Edward  Blaekett,  bart.,  in- 
vited to  his  house  the  gentlemen  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
place,  to  drink  his  majesty''s  health,  and  success  to  the  British  arms ; 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  the  market-place,  where  a  bon-fire 
was  prepared,  and  the  healths  repeated  with  great  joy  and  acclama- 
tions by  the  people,  for  the  victory  over  the  insolent  Spaniards.-/ii^. 

March  28. — Died,  John  Ogle,  esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Northumberland,  and  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  in  Newcas- 
tle.— CrenCs  Mag, 

April  12, — Matthew  Fenwick,  a  butcher^s  apprentice,  for  a  wager 
of  20  guineas,  ran  from  Newcastle  to  Sedgefield,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  a  distance  of  25  miles.  The  time  allowed  was  four  hours, 
but  he  won  with  ease  four  minutes  within  the  time. — Local  Papers. 

April  29. — Some  school  boys  paring  off  a  green  sod  in  the  road  be- 
tween St.  Helenas  and  West  Auckland,  found  about  45  old  pieces  of 
silver,  supposed  to  be  about  200  years  old,  some  of  which  looked  very 
fresh. — Hutchinson's  Dur. 

May  29. — The  body  of  Mrs.  Drage,  wife  of  Theodore  Drage  of 
Bishop  Auckland,  esq.,  was  removed  from  thence  to  be  interred  at 
York.  As  the  procession  was  rather  uncommon,  a  description  of  it 
may  not  be  uninteresting.  Soon  after  the  decease  of  Mrs.  Drage,  the 
corpse  was  dressed  in  her  wedding  suit,  with  a  pair  of  new  alippers 
on,  and  put  into  a  leaden  cdBn  which  was  inclosed  in  another  of  deal 
or  fir,  aiid  another  of  fine  wainscot  (brought  from  London)  contained 
the  other  two.  On  the  above  day,  about  six  weeks  after  her  death, 
the  procession  began  in  the  following  order : — two  men  on  horseback, 
in  black,  with  caps  and  favours,  two  kettle  drums  in  mourning;  a 
horse  led  by  a  man  on  foot ;  two  trumpeters,  the  trumpets  hung  with 
rich  gilt  escutcheons  of  silk ;  a  man  on  horseback  displaying  a  very 
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large  gilt  escutcheon  on  a  black  pole ;  two  singing  men  from  the 
choir  at  Durliam ;  two  men  in  black  cloaks,  caps  and  fayours,  bear- 
ing each  a  pole  covered  with  black  silk ;  the  hearse  drawn  by  six 
horses,  three  men  on  horseback  on  each  side,  in  black,  with  caps  and 
favours ;  two  men  behind  after  the  same  manner ;  the  undertaker 
(Mr.  Watson  from  Durham) ;  the  mourning  coach  drawn  by  six 
horses,  in  which  were  Mr.  Drage,  his  daughter,  and  two  friends ;  and, 
lastly,  two  men  on  horseback,  in  black,  with  caps  and  favours.  The 
procession  passed  very  slowly  through  all  the  streets  of  Bishop  Auck- 
land, during  which  time  the  trumpets  sounded  and  the  drums  beat  in 
a  solemn  manner.  The  interment  took  place  at  York  between  nine 
and  ten  o'^clock  in  the  evening,  as  follows : — Four  branched  lights, 
two  and  two ;  two  kettle  drums ;  two  trumpets ;  a  branched  light ; 
two  pole  bearers ;  a  man  servant  between  two  branched  lights,  two 
men  in  cloaks ;  two  branched  lights ;  master  of  the  boys ;  boys  of 
the  choir  two  and  two ;  singing  men  two  and  two,  with  branched 
lights  on  each  side ;  canons  two  and  two  ;  two  branched  lights ;  two 
vergers;  prebendaries  two  and  two,  with  branched  lights  on  each 
side ;  the  corpse  with  the  pall  flung  up,  and  lights  on  each  side ; 
child  and  maid ;  mourners  with  lights  on  each  side ;  lastly,  two 
branched  lights  dosed  the  procession. — Local  Bee. 

1740  (June  9). — A  great  riot  began  at  Newcastle,  on  account,  as 
was  pretended,  of  the  dearness  and  scarcity  of  com.  The  militia  of 
the  town  was  instantly  raised,  and  upon  promise  given  to  the  rioters 
that  they  should  have  grain  at  a  much  lower  rate,  the  mob  was  paci- 
fied for  that  day.  Next  day,  Mr.  alderman  Ridley,  at  the  head  of 
the  militia,  gave  notice  to  the  multitude,  that  the  corn-factors  had 
set  a  price  on  their  grain,  and  had  declared,  that  every  one  that  ap- 
plied should  have  it  at  the  fixed  price ;  the  factors  themselves  also 
made  proclamation  by  the  bell-man,  that  they  would  sell  at  the  fol- 
lowing prices,  viz.  :-^Wheat  at  7s.,  rye  at  5s.,  oats  at  2s.  6d.,  and 
meslin  at  5s.  6d.  per  boll ;  they  received  this  information  with  satis- 
faction and  applause.  On  the  21st  following,  the  several  pitmen, 
keelmen,  and  poor  of  the  town,  having  made  application  for  com  at 
the  price  that  had  been  promised  them,  found,  to  their  disappoint- 
ment, that  the  factors  kept  their  shops  shut  up,  and  that  most  of 
them  had  absconded  through  fear ;  upon  which  the  mob  proceeded  to 
plunder  the  granaries.  On  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th  of  June,  nothing 
material  happened,  but  the  discovery  of  a  vessel  going  off  with  rye, 
which  was  stopped,  and  some  of  the  grain  sold  to  the  poor  at  the 
stipulated  price.  On  the  25th,  the  militia  very  imprudently  were  dis- 
banded ;  a  measure  which  seems  to  have  had  no  inconsiderable  share 
in  tempting  the  outrageous  multitude  to  the  horrid  mischiefis  of  the 
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ensuing  day,  when  the  rioters  assembled  in  immense  numbers  on  the 
Sandhill,  then  the  market  place  of  Newcastle,  where  also  the  mayor 
and  several  aldermen,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  met  at  the  Guild- 
hall, to  consult  what  was  best  to  be  done  on  so  pressing  an  extremity. 
The  mob,  unawed  by  the  presence  of  any  military  force,  and  intent 
upon  mischief,  grew  more  and  more  unruly ;  and  a  gentleman  ventur- 
ing out  to  inform  them  that  it  had  been  agreed  upon  that  the  poor 
should  be  supplied  with  rye  out  of  a  ship  at  the  quay,  was  knocked 
down  and  much  wounded.  Upon  this,  the  rioters,  with  more  justice 
than  prudence,  were  fired  upon,  and  one  of  them  having  been  killed, 
and  several  dangerously  wounded  by  the  shot,  the  rabble  instantly  fell 
upon  the  gentlemen  assembled  in  the  hall,  and,  having  wounded  most 
of  them,  proceeded  to  outrages  that  threatened  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  town.  They  did  great  damage  to  the  wood  work  in  the  town- 
court,  they  spoiled  and  tore  every  part  except  the  faces  of  two  good 
whole  length  pictures  of  Charles  II.,  and  James  II.,  and  broke  aU  the 
windows  towards  the  Sandhill.  After  having  ransacked  the  town 
court  and  chamber,  they  destroyed  many  of  the  public  writings  and 
accounts,  they  Ukewise  carried  off  a  large  sum  of  money  belonging  to 
the  corporation.  Afterwards  they  patrolled  the  streets,  when,  finding 
all  the  shops  shut  up,  they  threatened,  with  horrid  execrations,  to 
bum  and  destroy  the  whole  place.  In  the  evening,  three  oompanies  of 
Howard^s  regiment,  under  the  conmiand  of  captain  Sowle,*  who  had 
marched  that  day  from  Alnwick,  entered  the  town  and  soon  dispersed 
the  rioters,  forty  of  whom  were  seized  upon  and  oomautted  to  prison ; 
of  which  number  seven  were  afterwards  convicted  at  the  foDowing  as- 
sizes, and  transported  each  for  seven  years ;  their  names  were  William 
Keed,  alias  Kid,  alias  Eeedy ;  William  Sopit ;  Bobert  Hatherick, 
alias  Hatherwick ;  Thomas  Grey ;  James  Harriot ;  Thomas  Wilson ; 
and  Jacob  Trotter.  This  dreadful  affray  is  said  to  have  cost  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle  upwards  of  ^4000.^  In  alderman  Homby^s 
MS.  notes  to  Brand  is  the  following  account : — '^  What  Mr.  Brand 
calls  the  militia,  were  a  number  of  volunteers  who  associated  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  town.  They  consisted  of  some  mid- 
dle-aged gentlemen  of  different  professions,  but  for  the  most  part  of 

*  A  few  weeks  after  this  affray,  the  mayor,  aldemieii,  and  common  council  of  Newcaa* 
tie,  voted  the  freedom  of  that  corporation  to  be  presented  to  captain  Sowle,  in  a  gold  box» 
Taloe  50  guineas,  as  a  compliment  for  his  so  seasonably  entering  that  town  on  the  26th 
of  June,  and  putting  a  stop  to  the  outrageous  riot  that  was  so  furiously  carrying  on  at 
that  time.  They  likewise  ordered  a  plate  value  40  guineas  to  be  presented  to  captain 
Fielding ;  one  of  SO  guineas  to  ensign  Hewitt ;  and  ten  guineas  to  each  of  the  three 
companies. 

f  Brand.     Newc.  Cour. 
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young  men,  several  of  whom  were  merchants'  apprentices,  and  on  ac- 
count of  their  wearing  white  stockings,  were  called  a^d  are  still  re- 
membered by  the  name  of  the  WUte  Stocking  BeginMia.  The  late 
Mr.  Kidley  was  their  only  officer,  and  as  it  was  supposecl,  lest  he 
should  gain  great  popularity,  Mr,  Cuthbert  Fenwick,  the  then  mayor, 
ordered  them  to  forbear  assembling ;  the  consequence  was,  that  the 
populace  became  very  riotous,  and  the  town  was  in  danger  of  being 
plundered  and  burnt,  to  preveat  which,  the  volunteers  re-assembled, 
and  in  course  of  protecting  the  magistrates  and  the  delivery  of  com 
from  a  ship,  fired  upon  the  raob,  whereby  one  man  was  killed,  upon 
which  the  rioters  became  more  outrageous,  broke  into  the  Guild-hall, 
almost  destroyed  the  pictures  of  Charles  and  James  II.,  plundereil 
the  town's  hutch  of  near  j^1,200,  and  probably  would  have  set  fire  to 
the  town,  tf  a  party  of  soldiers  had  not  fortunately  urived  by  a  forced 
march  from  Moipeth." 

1740  {June  14).-^The  people  aasemUed  in  great  numbers  at  the 
city  of  Durham,  and  offered  8s.  per  boll  for  wheat,  which  being  refus- 
ed by  the  farmers,  they  seized  the  com,  on  which  blows  ensued,  and 
several  on  both  sides  were  wounded.  June  20th,  a  great  mob  assem- 
bled at  Sunderland,  who  seized  oil  the  wheat  they  could  lay  hold  of, 
in  order  to  sell  it  at  4s.  a  bushel. — Surteet.    Ettnck''»  IHary. 

Died,  July  the  2nd,  at  St.  Johii''8  col" 
lege,  Cambridge,  Mr.  Thomas  Baker, 
a  celebrated  scholar  and  English  an- 
tiquary.     Mr.   Baker  was  bom  at 
Grookhall,  in  the  county  of  Duriuun. 
He  was  educated  at  the  free-school 
of  Durham,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  Cambridge,  where  he  was  admitted 
pensioner  of  St.  John's  coUego,  Jone 
13th,  1674.     He  took  his  first  degree 
in  1677,   was  elected   fellow   of  St. 
John's    college   in    1679,   proceeded 
in  1681,  and  was  ordtuned   deacon, 
December  20th,  1685.      Mr.    Baker 
having  become  chaplain  to  lord  Crewe,  bishop  of  Durham,  he  was 
collated  by  that  prelate  to  the  rectory  of  Long  Newton  in  June,  1687, 
but  having  refused  to  allow  his  curate  to  read  king  James's  ^eelant- 
tion  of  liberty  of  conscience,  and  also  having  refused  the  oaths  to  the 
prince  and  princess  of  Orange,  he  surrendered  the  rectory  of  Long 
Newton.      He  now  saw  without  regret  the  avenues  of  power  and 
wealth  for  ever  closed  upon  him,  and  retired  with  content  and  cheer^ 
fulness  to  his  chambers  at  St.  John's,  where  he  was  still  protected 
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in  the  enjoyment  of  his  fellowship  by  the  interposition  of  soiuo 
unseen  but  powerful  patron.  In  this  retirement,  Mr.  Baker  com- 
posed his  ^^  Rejlectiom  upon  Learning^''  which  were  published  in 
1710.  About  the  same  time  Mr.  Baker  re-published  bishop  Fi8her**s 
funeral  sermon  for  Margaret,  countess  of  Bichmond.  His  remain- 
ing years  were  passed  in  the  unvaried  tranquility  of  a  literary  life 
within  the  precincts  of  a  college.  Temperance  and  regular  habits 
protracted  his  existence  to  his  84th  year.  On  the  28th  of  June, 
1740,  he  was  seized  with  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  expired  with- 
out much  pain  or  sickness,  on  Wednesday  the  2d  of  July  follow- 
ing.— Surtees. 

1740  (July  13). — Three  men  and  two  women  escaped  out  of 
Morpeth  gaol. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

September  8. — Arose  a  most  terrible  storm  of  wind  at  S.  W., 
which  did  great  damage  on  the  river  Tyne,  by  sinking  keels,  and 
driving  ships  and  boats  from  their  moorings.  At  Shields,  the 
Prince  Frederick  of  Guernsey,  was  driven  from  her  anchor,  and  ran 
foul  of  several  ships,  some  of  which  shared  the  same  fate ;  and  by 
the  impetuosity  of  the  wind  on  her  larboard,  she  heeled  gunwale  in. 
The  starboard  midship  port  being  open  to  take  in  coals  (having  at 
that  time  four  keels  on  board),  the  water  filled  her  so  quickly  that  she 
sunk  immediately  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  A  custom-house  officer, 
named  Harbottle,  two  men,  and  a  boy,  perished,  two  of  them  in  the 
cabin,  the  swell  being  so  great,  that  none  could  venture  to  give  them 
any  assistance. — Local  Papers. 

September  10. — William  Story,  in  his  penitential  habit,  having 
a  white  sheet  on  and  a  rod  in  his  hand,  and  st^mding  in  a  high 
place,  in  Morpeth  church,  did  penance  for  fornication. — llodgsorCs 
Northd. 

October  9. — Died  at  Hebbum,  near  Jarrow,  George  Liddell,  esq., 
in  the  64th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  M.P.  for  Berwick,  a  com- 
missioner of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  many  years  governor  of  the 
hostman'^s  company. — GewCs  Mag. 

November  19. — James  Clarkson,  a  notorious  thief  and  house- 
breaker, was  hanged  at  Berwick.  Before  he  was  turned  off*,  he 
acknowledged  the  justness  of  his  sentence,  but  was  not  daunted 
in  the  least. — Local  Papers. 

NoTomber  29. — In  the  Newcastle  Courant,  of  this  date,  the  first 
copper-plate  engraving  done  in  Newcastle  was  advertised  to  be  pub- 
lished by  Joseph  Barber,  music  and  copper-plate  printer  on  the  Sand- 
hill. The  subject  was  "  A  curious  Draught  of  the  famous  manag'^d 
HoBSE  caird  the  Marbled  Persian,  made  a  present  of  to  the  Cheva- 
lier de  St.  George^s  eldest  son,  by  the  (late)  Duke  of  Or d,  now 
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in  exile;  engraved  by  the  best  hand  in  England."  He  says  in  kis 
proposals.  "  'Tia  humbly  hoped  that  gentlemen  will  encourage  the 
undertaking,  it  being  the  first  of  the  copper-plate  kind  ever  performed 
in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne."  In  the  same  paper,  for  February  14th, 
1741,  it  was  announced  as  being  ready  for  delivery:  Price  one  shil- 
ling. 

1740. — A  "  Literary  Society"  existed  in  Newcastle,  at  this  period. 
It  consisted  of  nine  members,  who  met  once  a  week  for  the  purpose 
of  reading  and  discusaion.  On  these  occasions  each  member  contri- 
buted Is,  6d,  to  the  fimds  of  the  society,  a  portion  of  which  were 
devoted  to  charitable  uses, —  Weekly  Miscellany. 

The  earl  of  Tankerville,  was  this  year  appointed  lord-lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  of  the  town  and  county  of 
Newcastle. — Bra  ttd. 

This  year,  Mr.  John  Bird,  mathematical  instrument  maker,  in 
London,  a  native  of  Bishop  Auckland,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
invented  an  instrument  for  finding  the  latitude  at  sea,  which  sur- 
passed all  others  previously  used. 

About  this  time  or  perhaps  at  a  not  much  later  period,  a  bar- 
barous murder  was  perpetrated  at  a  solitary  cottage,  near  New- 
brough.  An  old  woman  dwelt  here,  who  possessed  some  money, 
which  she  kept  by  her ;  and  this  excited  the  cupidity  of  her  destroyer. 
The  heartless  wretch  it  seems,  entered-  the  cottage  in  the  day  time, 
and  after  putting  an  end  to  her  existence,  plundered  the  house. 
He  escaped  unseen,  and  not  a  trace  remains  where  he  fled  to  or 
where  he  died. — HodpsoiCs  Northd. 

1741  (-Ian.  21), — The  gaol  of  Newgate,  in  Newcastle,  was  broke 
in  the  niglit,  and  eight  felons  made  their  escape,  in  their  irons,  viz. : 
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— Peter  Hartley,  James  Gibb,  David  Steel,  Christopher  Forster, 
Thomas  Greenfield,  Anthony  Hatherwick,  William  Scurfield,  and 
Richard  Bentley. — Local  Papers. 

1741  (March  3). — William  Smith,  a  smuggler,  made  his  escape 
from  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  in  Newcastle. — Ihid. 

March  10. — A  fortnight  fair  for  cattle  and  sheep  wiis  ordered  to 
be  held  at  Hexham,  commencing  on  this  day ;  also  two  leather  fairs 
annually,  the  first  on  the  29th  July,  and  the  other  on  the  29th  of 
October. — Ihid, 

March  19. — Thomas  Gibson,  smith,  was  disfranchised,  for  an  auda- 
cious^ attack  upon  Edward  CoUingwood,  esq.,  mayor,  at  the  public 
guild,  at'Newcastle,  by  seizing  his  rod,  attempting  to  wrest  it  from 
him,  and^  breaking  that  badge  of  public  authority  in  his  hand. — 
Brand, 

Morpeth  cattle  fair  was  advertised  in  the  Newcastle  courant  to 
begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  and  to  continue  weekly  till 
Christmas. 

April  17. — The  wife  of  a  farmer  named  Charlton,  at  Fishbum, 
near  Sedgefield,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  took  an  opportunity  to 
kill^er  son,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  with  a  cleaver,  after  which, 
with  the  same  instrument,  she  killed  her  two  younger  children,  then 
stabbed  herself  under  the  ear,  of  which  wound  she  instantly  died. 
All  this  work  of  destruction  was  accomplished  while  her  husband  was 
endeavouring  to  get  a  cow  out  of  a  ditch.  Coroner'*s  verdict,  hinacy. 
— Local  Papers. 

April  21. — The  gaol  of  Morpeth,  was  broke,  and  four  criminals 
made  their  escape,  viz. : — William  Clark,  alias  Campbell,  Alexander 
Cant,  George  Patterson,  and  Thomas  Bumside. — Ihid- 

May  12. — The  election  of  members  of  Parliament  for  Newcastle, 
long  known  by  the  name  of  the  great  contest,  commenced.  There 
were  four  candidates,  all  of  them  aldennen  of  that  town ;  Walter 
Blackett,  esq.,  who  had  1453  votes;  Nicholas  Fen  wick,  esq.,  who 
had^l231 ;  Matthew  Ridley,  esq.,  who  had  1131 ;  and  William  Carr, 
esq.,  who  had  683  votes.  2391  freemen  voted  on  this  occasion. — 
Brand, 

May  20. — On  the  receipt  of  intelligence  that  Admiral  Verron,  had 
taken  several  forts  in  the  West  Indies,  great  rejoicings  by  illumina- 
tions, bonfires,  ringing  of  bells,  &c.,  took  place  in  the  various  towns 
and^villages,  in  Durham  and  Northumberland. — Local  Papers, 

May. — The  gallery  and  vestry  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary-le-bow, 
Durham,  were  built. — Surtees 

December  3. — Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Holborn,  was  punished 
with  the  branks  for  two  hours,  at  the  market  cross,  Morpeth,  by 
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order  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gair  and  Mr.  George  Nichols,  then  bailiff,  for 
scandalous  and^opprobrious  language  to  several  persons  in  town,  ajB 
well  as  to  the  said  bailiffs. — HodgMyrCs  Northd. 

1741  (D<f^'\  ?1  V — l^^'^^d  at  his  house,  at  the  Flatts,  Thomas  Allan, 

esq.,  one  of  the  principal  coal-owners  on 
the  river  Wear.  He  was  a  gentleman 
whose  integrity  and  worth  placed  him  in 
the  highest  estimation,  and  whose  good 
nature  and  generosity  endeared  him  to 
all  his  acquaintance.  He  was  earnest 
in  promoting  the  good  of  his  country, 
and  particularly  that  great  support  of 
it,  its  trade,  in  the  cause  of  which  he 
embarked  his  fortune,  and  applied  a  most 
laudable  industrj',  manifesting  in  his  af- 
fairs an  uncommon  degree  of  elegance  and  propriety,  and  as  his  life 
was  adorned  with  every  virtue  that  dignified  human  nature,  so  his 
death  was  universally  a  most  melancholy  occasion  of  sorrow.  Mr. 
Allan  was  son  of  Thomas  Allan,  esq.,  of  Newcastle :  a  branch  of 
the  Allans  of  Grange.  Nov.  19th,  1752,  died  Mrs.  Allan,  relict  of 
Thomas  Allan,  of  the  Flatts,  esq. — HutchimorCs  Dur, 

The  Winch  Bridge,  near  Middleton  in  Teesdale,  Durham,  which 
is  said  to  have  been  the  earliest  suspension  bridge  in  Europe,  was, 
about  this  period,  thrown  across  the  Tees,  (at  a  place  where  that  river 
falls  in  repeated  cascades,)  for  the  convenience  of  persons  employed 
about  the  mines.  The  correct  dimensions  of  this  bridge,  as  given 
by  W.  C.  Trevelyan,  esq.,  in  Brewster^s  Philosophical  Journal,  1828, 
are  as  follow : — 

Fft.  la. 

liength  of  bridge  between  the  rocks, 59  4 

licngth  of  chain  supported  by  the  rock  on  the  north  side, 12  0 

Length  of  ditto  on  the  sonth  side  not  visible,  being  covered  with  earth. 

Centre  of  bridge  lower  than  the  ends,  aboat 3  0 

Height  of  the  bridge  above  the  surface, 21  0 

Depth  of  the  river, 8  6 

The  links  were  about  6  in.  long,  and  If  in.  broad,  and  the  iron  bar 
of  which  they  were  formed  was  4  ii^*  a>nd  f  in.  thick.  These  chainfl 
were  fixed  by  bolts  into  the  rock  at  each  end,  and  on  them  were  laid 
wooden  cross-rails  3^  feet  distant ;  on  these  were  laid  deals  length- 
wise, forming  a  floor  1  ft.  9  in.  broad,  with  a  hand-rail  2  ft.  9  in. 
high  on  each  side.  Loss  chains  were  placed  near  the  ends,  and 
fixed  to  the  rocks  at  a  little  distance  to  prevent  the  swinging;  but 
most    imperfectly  was  their  office  performed.      ^^  Let    the   reader 
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then,"  saya  Mr.  Sopwith,  "  imagine  bo  flimsy  a  fabric  in  ho  rninoue 
a  state ;  the  chaitns  decaying,  the  floor  in  some  parts  o]>en,  in 
othera  rotten,  and  the  broken  hand-rail  on  each  side  yielding  as 
soon  as  touched ;  to  these  let  him  add  the  unearthly  creaking  and 
the  trembling  instability  of  the  whole,  bending  at  every  step,  and  he 
may  form  some  idea  of  a  structure,  which  far  more  resembled  a  trap 
for  human  life  than  a  regular  communication  between  two  countJes.^* 
The  bridge  was  repaired  some  years  ago  by  the  late  earl  of  Strath- 
more  ;  but  it  was  recently  taken  down,  and  a  substantial  modern 
foot-bridge,  suspended  from  metal  post8,  has  been  erected  in  its 
place.  There  ia,  therefore,  now  no  real  danger  in  crossing  the  Winch 
bridge.  Still,  however,  the  rapid  motion  of  the  foam  beneath  (espe- 
cially during  floods)  dazzles  the  eye ;  and  the  roaring,  dashing,  and 
hissing  of  the  water,  as  it  bounds  from  rock  to  rock,  stuns  the  ear ; 
while  the  tremulous  vibrations  of  the  bridge  render  the  footing  seem- 
ingly insecure ;  until  the  spectators  head  turns  giddy,  and  he  clings 
to  the  railing,  glad  that  his  reason  corrects  his  senses,  and  that  he  is 
in  reality  safe. — Mackenzie's  Dur. 

■    SotiwJih's  Atrount  of  the  Mining  DktricUi 
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1742. — Tho  mayor,  and  common-council  of  Newcastle,  gave  JPoO, 
and  the  Trinity-house  ^10.  towards  the  propogation  of  the  gospel 
in  foreign  parts. — Brand. 

January  23  and  27. — A  man  named  John  Rule,  stood  in  the 
pillory  at  Berwick,  whicli  sentence  he  received  at  the  quarter  sessions, 
on  the  18th  of  January,  for  unnatural  crimes. — Local  Papers. 

January  27. — George  Clark,  joiner,  better  known  by  the  name  of 
^^  Skipper  Clarky^  a  gormandizing  eccentric  character  of  Newcastle, 
for  a  wager,  ate  at  a  public-house,  a  leg  of  mutton,  lOlbs.  weight, 
together  with  a  three-half-penny  loaf,  and  drank  six  pints  of  ale ;  in 
the  last  half  pint  of  which  was  put  a  half-penny  worth  of  snuff, 
which  feat  he  performed  in  two  hours. — Ihid. 

January  28. — The  wind  which  had  been  boisterous  for  some  days, 
rose  on  the  evening  of  this  day  to  a  tempest,  with  dreadful  thunder 
and  lightning.  The  roof  of  alderman  Ridley^s  house,  in  Westgate 
street,  Newcastle,  was  split,  whereby  a  stack  of  chimnies  fell  in,  but 
no  person  was  hurt.  It  being  spring  tide,  the  strong  current  of  the 
river  Tyne,  broke  loose  several  ships  at  Shields,  which  did  great 
damage  both  to  the  ships  and  keels.  A  house  belonging  to  Mr. 
James  Gray,  was  blown  dow*n  and  most  of  its  contents  destroyed. 
About  eight  o''clock  an  awful  flash  of  lightning  burst  from  the  clouds, 
by  which  captain  Hammond  of  Yarmouth  had  the  mast«  and  sails 
of  his  ship  fired  in  an  instant,  and  all  burnt.  The  roof  of  Cook8on''s 
plate  glass-house  at  South  Shields,  was  also  set  on  fire.  But  the  most 
melancholy  accident  happened  at  a  farm  belonging  to  Messrs.  Mather 
and  Goulson,  called  the  Rising  Sun,  near  Killingworth,  about  four 
miles  from  Newcastle,  where  the  dwelling-house,  bams,  byers,  stables, 
and  stacks,  were  all  fired  by  the  lightning,  and,  through  the  vehe- 
mency  of  the  wind,  soon  consumed  to  ashes,  there  were  horses,  oxen, 
and  cows,  to  the  number  of  22,  all  burnt  to  death ;  22  bolls  of  com, 
nearly  100  bolls  of  oats,  and  15  corn  stacks,  were  likewise  utterly 
destroyed.  Several  persons  travelling  in  different  directions  upon 
Killingworth  moor,  had  the  manes  and  tails  of  their  horses  singed, 
and  one  gentleman'^s  whip  was  two  or  three  times  fired  by  the  light- 
ning, yet  nobody  received  any  hurt. — Local  Bee. 

February  27. — Mr.  Hayes,  one  of  the  free-porters  of  Newcastle, 
set  out  on  a  journey  to  London,  and  on  the  next  day  at  night,  arrived 
at  Northallerton.  After  supper  he  went  up  to  his  bed  in  seeming 
good  spirits,  but  when  the  servant  went  to  bring  away  the  candle,  he 
was  shocked  to  find  him  with  his  belly  ripped  open,  and  several 
parts  cut  away.  On  asking  him  the  reason  of  so  rash  an  act,  he 
replied,  if  your  hand  offend  y(m^  ciU  it  off,  and  immediately  expired. — 
Local  Papers. 
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1742  (April  3). — Died  at  London,  John 
Shafto,-of  Whitworth,  esq.,  M.P.  for  the 
city  of  Durham  in  1729,  and  1734.      He 
was  second  son  to  Mark  Shafto,  of  Whit- 
worth, esq.,  who  was  High  Sheriff  of  the 
county    of  Durham,   by  patent,   in    1709. 
John   Shafto  married  Mary,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Jackson,   esq.,  Town-clerk 
of  the  city  of  London.     He  died  in  Lon- 
don,   and  his  remains  were   removed  to 
Whitworth  for  interment. — Snrtees. 
April  19. — Died,  in  St.  John''s  parish,  Newcastle,  Jane  Ogle,  a 
poor  woman,  aged  106  years.     She  retained  her  memory  to  the  last. 
— Local  Papers, 

May  16. — Died,  William  Carr,  esq.,  twice  mayor  of  Newcastle, 
and  twice  member  for  that  town. — Genfa  Mag. 

May  28. — The  rev.  John  Wesley  first  visited  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne.  "  On  Sunday  the  SOth,""  says  Mr.  Wesley,  "  I  walked  down  to 
Sandgate,  the  poorest  and  most  contemptible  part  of  the  town ;  and 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  street  with  John  Taylor,  began  to  sing 
the  hundredth  Psalm.  Three  or  four  people  came  out  to  see  what 
was  the  matter ;  who  soon  increased  to  four  or  five  hundred.  I  sup- 
pose there  might  be  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred,  before  I  had  done 
preaching ;  to  whom  I  applied  those  solemn  words,  '  He  was  wounded 
for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities :  The  chas- 
tisement of  our  peace  was  upon  him;  and  by  his  stripes  we  are 
healed.'*  Observing  the  people,  when  I  had  done,  to  stand  gaping 
and  staring  upon  me,  with  the  most  profound  astonishment,  I  told 
them,  '  If  you  desire  to  know  who  I  am,  my  name  is  John  Wesley. 
At  five  in  the  evening,  with  Grod'^s  help,  I  design  to  preach  here 
again."*  At  five,  the  hill  on  which  I  designed  to  preach  was  covered 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  I  never  saw  so  large  a  number  of  people 
together,  either  in  Moorfields,  or  at  Kennington-common.  I  knew 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  one  half  to  hear,  although  my  voice  was 
then  strong  and  clear ;  and  I  stood  so  as  to  have  them  all  in  view,  as 
they  were  ranged  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  The  word  of  God  which  I 
set  before  them  was,  ^  I  will  heal  their  backsliding,  I  will  love  them 
freely."*  After  preaching,  the  poor  people  were  ready  to  tread  me 
under  foot,  out  of  pure  love  and  kindness.  It  was  some  time  before 
I  could  possibly  get  out  of  the  press.  I  then  went  back  another  way 
than  I  came ;  but  several  were  got  to  our  inn  before  me ;  by  whom 
I  was  vehemently  importuned  to  stay  with  them,  at  least,  a  few  days ; 
or,  however,  one  day  more.   But  I  could  not  consent. — Wesley's  Jour. 
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1742  (Aug.  26). — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  the  dwelling  house  of  John 
Davison,  at  Hartley,  in  Northumberland,  by  which  not  only  the  said 
house,  but  those  also  of  Thomas  Crawford,  Thomas  Stewart,  Ralph 
Sanderson,  and  Mary  Harrison,  adjoining,  with  every  thing  they  con- 
tained, were  consumed. — Local  Papers. 

September  1. — The  free-school  at  Hartlepool  was  founded  by  the 
will  of  John  Crooks,  of  Hartlepool,  gent.,  for  the  teaching  of  twenty- 
four  boys,  and  to  purchase  shoes  and  shirts  for  the  same. — Surtees. 

September  24. — John  Todd  for  sheep  stealing,  and  William  Simp- 
son, for  felony,  were  executed  at  Morpeth,  pursuant  to  their  sentences 
at  the  assizes  in  Newcastle,  the  preceding  August. — Local  Papers. 

October  15. — Died,  the  rev.  Edmund  Lodge,  upwards  of  twenty 
years  master  of  the  royal  grammar  school,  Newcastle,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  on  the  26th  of  September,  1715.  Mr.  Lodge  did  not 
long  survive  his  resignation  of  the  school  which  occurred  in  1738,  as 
appears  in  the  following  inscription  on  an  altar-tomb,  in  the  church- 
yard of  the  village  of  Whickham : — "  Here  lies  the  body  of  the  rev. 
Edmund  Lodge,  curate  of  this  parish,  and  sometime  head-master  of 
the  Grammar  School  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  He  died  October 
15th,  1742,  aged  es.""— Brewster. 

December  20. — The  foundation  stone  of  the  Orphan  House  (Me- 
thodist Chapel),  in  Northumberland  street,  Newcastle,  was  laid  by 
the  rev.  John  Wesley,  who  says  in  his  journal,  that  "many  were 
gathered  from  all  parts  to  see  it,  but  none  scoffed  or  interrupted 
while  we  praised  God,  and  prayed  that  he  would  prosper  the  work 
of  our  hands  upon  us.  Three  or  four  times  in  the  evening  I  was 
forced  to  break  off  preaching  that  we  might  pray  and  give  thanks  to 
God.*" — Wesl^'^s  Journal. 

1743  (Jan.  18). — About  five  o''clock  in  the  morning,  a  dreadful 
explosion  took  place  at  North  Biddick  colliery,  on  the  river  Wear, 
occasioned  by  the  workmen  holeing  into  a  drift  which  communi- 
cated with  an  old  waste,  by  which  accident  ten  men  and  five  bovs 
lost  their  lives,  and  one  or  two  who  had  escaped,  afterwards  died 
from  the  effects  of  the  blast.  It  was  remarkable  that  though  the 
drift  and  waste  were  entirely  full  of  water,  yet  the  foul  air  imme- 
diately fired  on  holeing  the  drift. — Locai  Papers. 

April  1. — ^During  a  violent  storm  at  sea,  six  cobles  belonging  to 
South  Shields  were  lost,  in  which  nineteen  men  perished,  some  of 
them  in  sight  of  their  wives ;  also  three  cobles  belonging  to  Hart- 
ley and  Blyth,  in  which  eight  or  ten  men  were  drowned.  Much  dam- 
age was  done  at  Sunderland,  and  at  Hartlepool,  where  a  number  of 
cobles  and  many  fishermen  were  lost. — Ibid. 

May  6. — Newhouse,  near  Comsay,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was 
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burnt  to  the  ground.  The  fire  was  occasioned  by  a  gentlemen 
shooting  at  some  sparrows,  and  the  wadding  lodging  in  the  thatch. — 
Local  Papers. 

1743  (May  19). — A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  a  malting  in  Plum- 
ber chare,  Newcastle,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Anderson,  brewer,  which 
entirely  destroyed  the  same,  and  some  houses  adjoining.  Several  bar- 
rels of  tar  and  spirituous  liquors  were  fortunately  got  out  of  a  ware- 
house which  the  fire  afterwards  reached,  otherwise  most  of  that  part 
of  the  town  must  have  been  reduced  to  ashes. — Ibid, 

June  26. — There  were  great  rejoicings  in  Newcastle  and  all  the 
adjacent  towns,  on  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  at 
Dettingen,  on  the  16th,  by  king  George  II.,  who  conunanded  in 
person. — Ibid. 

August  6. — At  the  assizes  held  in  the  Moot-haJl,  Newcastle,  for 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  William  Brown,  commonly  called  8ir 
William  Brown^  a  bold  and  desperate  man,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a 
great  number  of  thieves  or  moss-troopers,  and  had  been  convicted  at 
a  former  assizes,  received  sentence  of  death  for  returning  from  trans- 
portation. After  sentence  wa«  passed,  he  earnestly  begged  to  be 
transported  again ;  but  the  judge  giving  no  ear  to  him,  sir  William 
broke  out  into  all  the  opprobrious  language  he  could  think  of,  against 
both  the  judge  and  the  whole  court.  On  the  8th,  he  was  executed  at 
the  Westgate,  Newcastle.  Two  companies  of  soldiers  then  quartered 
in  Newcastle,  guarded  him  from  the  castle,  and  were  likewise  drawn 
up  at  the  place  of  execution,  for  fear  of  his  being  rescued. — Brand. 

August. — Two  old  men,  father  and  son,  from  a  neighbouring  vil- 
lage, were  witnesses  on  a  trial  at  the  assizes  in  Newcastle.  The  father 
was  185  years  of  age,  and  his  son  95,  both  of  them  hearty  and  retain- 
ing their  sight  and  hearing. — Ibid. 

September. — There  was  at  this  time  in  Newcastle  one  of  the  largest 
men  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  England.  He  was  eight  feet  two 
inches  in  height  and  weighed  35  stones.  He  was  shewn  to  gentlemen 
at  one  shilling  each,  to  other  persons  at  sixpence  each. — Local  Bee. 

November  2. — "  The  following  advertisement  was  published  : — 

FOB  THE  BENEFIT  OF  MR.  ESTB. 
Bf  Um  Ediiilmii^  Cooqmij  of  Comediuia,  on  Friday ,  November  4,  will  be  ftcted  a  Comedy,  called, 

THE  CONSCIOUS  LOVERS; 

To  which  wUl  be  added,  a  Faroe,  called 

TRICK  UPON  TRICK,  or  METHODISM  DISPLAYED, 

On  i^We&iy,  a  vast  multitude  of  spectators  were  assembled  in  the 
Moot-HaQ  to  see  this.  It  was  believed  there  could  not  be  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  people,  some  hundreds  of  whom  sat  on  rows  of  seats 
built  upon  the  stage.    Soon  after  the  Comedians  had  begun  the  first 
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act  of  the  play,  on  a  sadden  all  those  seats  fell  down  at  once,  the  sup- 
porters of  them  breaking  like  a  rotten  stick.  The  people  were  thrown 
one  upon  another,  about  five  foot  forward,  but  not  one  of  them  hurt. 
After  a  short  time,  the  rest  of  the  spectators  were  quiet,  and  the 
actors  went  on.  In  the  middle  of  the  second  act,  all  the  shilling 
seats  gave  a  crack,  and  sunk  several  inches  down.  A  great  noise  and 
shrieking  followed ;  and  as  many  as  could  readily  get  to  the  door, 
went  out  and  returned  no  more.  NotwithslAnding  this,  when  the 
noise  was  over,  the  actors  went  on  with  the  play.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  third  act  the  entire  stage  suddenly  sunk  about  six  inches :  The 
players  retired  with  great  precipitation ;  yet  in  a  while  they  began 
again.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  third  act,  all  the  sixpenny  seats, 
without  any  kind  of  notice,  fell  to  the  ground.  There  was  now  a  cry 
on  every  side ;  it  being  supposed  that  many  were  crushed  in  pieces ; 
But,  upon  inquiry,  not  a  single  person  (such  was  the  mercy  of  God !) 
w^as  either  killed  or  dangerously  hurt.  Two  or  three  hundred  remain- 
ing still  in  the  Hall,  Mr.  Este  (who  was  to  act  the  Methodist)  came 
upon  the  stage  and  told  them,  for  all  this,  he  was  resolved  the  farce 
should  be  acted.  While  he  was  speaking,  the  stage  sunk  six  inches 
more  ;  on  which  he  ran  back  in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  the  people 
as  fast  as  they  could  out  of  the  door,  none  staying  to  look  behind  him. 
—  Wesley's  Journal, 

1743  (Nov.  5). — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  shop  belonging  to  a  person 
named  Parker,  a  smith  at  Eggleston,  near  Bishop  Auckland,  Durham, 
which  entirely  consumed  the  same,  with  a  dwelling-house  adjoining, 
two  byers  and  some  bams  in  which  was  a  great  quantity  of  com. — 
Xocal  Papers, 

November  18. — On  the  receipt  of  the  news  that  his  majesty,  king 
George  II.  had  arrived  safe  in  England  from  the  seat  of  war  on  the 
15th,  there  were  great  rejoicings  in  Newcastle,  and  all  the  neighbour- 
ing towns, — Ibid, 

November  29. — A  poor  boy,  who  was  warming  himself  at  the  fire 
in  the  guard  house  adjoining  Newgate,  in  Newcastle,  being  desired  by 
a  soldier  to  leave,  who,  upon  his  refusing  so  to  do,  threatened  to  shoot 
him,  which  he  unfortunately  did,  by  accidentally  taking  up  a  loaded 
gun  instead  of  his  own,  which  was  not  charged.  Coroner^s  verdict, 
accidental  death. — Hid, 

1744, — The  chapel  of  ease  at  Pensher,  co.  Durham,  was  built 
by  subscription,  and  cost  about  «£*500. — Ettrick'*8  Diary, 

In  the  beginning  of  January,  this  year,  a  melancholy  circumstance 
occurred  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed.  A  serjeant  who  was  beating  up 
for  recmits  in  that  place,  fell  in  with  a  farmer  who  lived  at  some 
distance  from  thence.      While  they  were  drinking  together  at  an 
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ale-house,  the  serjeant  offered  him  some  guineas  to  enlist,  which  he 
refused,  saying,  (very  imprudently)  that  he  stood  in  no  need  of  his 
gold,  for  that  he  had  at  home,  15  guineas  in  his  chest.  Their  land- 
lord, most  unluckily  overheard  their  6onvefSation,  and  shortly  after- 
wards disappeared.  In  the  meantime,  it  being  late,  and  they  con- 
tinuing drinking,  the  farmer  consented  to  go  to  bed  with  the  serjeant 
in  the  same  house.  About  midni^t,— -when  they  were  both  in  bed 
and  asleep,  the  farmer  started  up  in  the  greatest  terror,  and  said  to 
the  serjeant,  that  he  was  sure  some  ruffians  were  at  that  time  plun- 
dering his  house ;  and  that  they  had  killed  his  wife ;  but  the  serjeant 
laughing,  replied,  that  it  was  a  mere  fancy,  which  should  not  be  re- 
garded, and  begged  him  to  lie  down  again,  which  he  accordingly  did. 
A  little  after  he  started  up  a  second  time,  in  the  same  fright  as  be- 
fore, and  repeated  the  same  words ;  which  made  so  strong  an  im- 
pression on  the  serjeant,  that  he  instantly  got  up,  put  on  his  clothes, 
and  taking  some  soldiers  with  him,  accompanied  the  farmer  to  his 
home ;  when,  looking  in  at  a  window,  they  beheld  with  astonishment 
the  landlord  of  the  ale-house  from  whence  they  came,  and  another 
villain  plundering  the  house,  as  the  farmer  had  foretold.  They  were 
still  more  surprised  on  entering,  at  the  sight  of  the  poor  woman  his 
wife  lying  in  her  blood,  with  her  throat  cut.  They  immediately 
apprehended  the  ruffians,  and  carried  them  to  Berwick,  where  they 
were  laid  in  gaol. — Newc.  Courant. 

1744. — About  the  middle  of  January,  a  cow  at  Blanchland  (by 
the  help  of  some  skilful  persons)  brought  forth  a  calf,  which  from  the 
ears  backward  was  perfect,  but  before  the  ears  the  head  divided, 
having  four  eyes  and  two  mouths,  and  took  milk  at  either  or  both. 
All  the  eyes,  and  the  mouths  had  the  same  motion. — Newc,  Jour. 

February  24, — A  proclamation  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  against 
papists  and  non-jurors  wa«  given  out  at  St.  James'^s,  London,  which 
proclamation  was  put  into  execution  at  Newcastle,  at  the  request  ol 
the  mayor,  recorder,  &c..  "I  was  desired,"  says  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bradley,  farrier,  &c.,  of  Newcastle,  in  his  memorandum  book,  "  to 
value  the  non-jurors  and  papists  horses,  for  both  the  town  people  and 
a  part  of  the  countr}',  which  were  brought  into  the  Moothall,  in  the 
Castlegarth.""     "  N.B. — 1  condemned  none.*" — Local  Bee. 

February  27. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  house  of  John  Moody, 
smith,  near  the  Ballast-hills,  Newcastle,  which  entirely  consumed  the 
same. — Newc.  Jour. 

April  7. — War  was  proclaimed  against  France  in  the  usual  places, 
viz : — on  the  Sandhill,  and  at  the  Flesh-market,  in  Newcastle,  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  attending  in  their  scarlet  gowns,  and  accompany 
ed  by  their  proper  officers. — Newc.  Cour. 
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1744  {June  2). — About  eight  A.M.  a  dogger  privateer  (French)  en- 
gaged the  Adventure  of  Sunderland,  commanded  by  captain  C^baon 
with  nine  men,  three  boys,  ^j^hree-pounders  and  two  swivels,  against 
one  hundreii*&nd  ^ghty  men  oil  the  other  side.  After  a  smart  and 
destructive  fight  the  pnvateer  waa  obliged  to  retire  at  six  P.M. — 
Newc.  Jour.  * 

June  1-3. — A  woman,  nbSfeA^^ina  Potts,  who  lived  in  a  hole  in 
Pilgrim-street  Gate,  Newcastle,  being  in  liquor,  let  a  candle  set  fire 
to  some  straw  on  which  she  and  her  child  lay,  by  which  the  poor 
infant  was  burnt  to  death,— 72irf. 

June  20. — This  day  was  published  the  first  number  of  a  newspaper 
in  folio,  "  Printed  and  sold  by  W.  Guthbert,  in  OutterVEntry  in  the 
Close,"  and  entitled  "  The  Newcastle  Gazette :  or,  Tyne  Water 
Journal." 


July  27. — The  keelmen  of  the  river  Tyne,  refused  to  work,  and 
would  let  no  keel  pass  down  the  river  in  consequence  of  the  fitters 
loading  the  keels  with  ten  chaldrons  of  coals,  instead  of  eight,  which 
was  the  statute  measure.  They  were  in  such  a  state  of  insubordina- 
tion, that  the  riot  act  was  read  by  order  of  Ralph  Sowerby,  esq.) 
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mayor,  of  Newcastle,  and  four  companies  of  soldiers  were  sent  to 
Sandgate,  to  keep  the  peace.  During  this  affiray,  Walter  Blackett, 
esq.,  M.  P.,  and  alderman  of  Newcastle,  (afterwards  sir  Walter 
Blaokett,  bart.),  received  a  cut  on  the  head  by  a  keelman.  Matters 
in  dispute  were  at  length  adjusted,  and  the  keelmen  resumed  their 
labours. — Local  Mee. 

1744  (Aug.  1). — Died,  Adam  Tumbull,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Aged  112.  He  worked  at  the  keels  in  the  beginning  of  Charles  the 
2nd''s  reign ;  he  had  4  wives,  the  last  at  near  100,  and  8  years  before 
his  death  could  walk  12  or  14  miles  a-day  with  pleasure. — Gent^B  Mag, 

August  11. — James  Maben,  John  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Lister, 
were  executed  without  the  Westgate,  Newcastle,  the  two  first  for 
coining,  the  other  for  horse  stealing.  Maben  being  a  man  of  good 
education  and  abilities,  and  in  some  part  of  his  life,  in  good  eircmn* 
stances  and  reputation,  received  a  great  many  visits  from  persons 
of  aU  ranks,  after  he  received  sentence  of  death ;  and  the  public 
being  much  divided  in  their  sentiments  as  to  his  principles,  he  left 
an  acooimt  of  them  and  of  some  of  his  misfortunes,  signed  by  him-* 
self,  and  attested  by  fourteen  witnesses,  which  was  afterwards  printed 
and  sold  for  a  penny.  Maben  and  Samael  were  dressed  in  white  and 
drawn  on  a  sledge,  and  Lister  in  a  cart,  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  Maben  called  to  the  under  sheriff  for  a  glass  of  wine,  which 
was  immediately  ordered  him  and  repeated.  The  rev.  Mr.  Gordon 
prayed  a  considerable  time  and  sung  a  pe^m,  after  which,  Maben 
took  leave  of  his  acquaintances,  ascended  the  ladder  to  the  scaiBbld, 
and  audibly  read  the  16th  chapter  of  ^^  Drelincourt^s  Gonsolations 
against  the  Fears  of  Death,*"  then  said,  farewM^  vam  world  t  and 
fixed  the  rope  about  his  own  neck.  Samuel  was  observed  to  tremble 
all  the  time  they  were  at  the  place  of  execution,  but  Maben  never 
shrunk,  nor  discovered  the  least  horror.  Maben  had  by  the  aasis- 
tanoe  of  a  fellow  prisoner  named  Ventres,  attempted  to  escape  from 
Newgate.  His  abettor  was  tried  at  the  assizes  following  for  that  act. 
Maben  blamed  him  much  for  his  persuading  him  to  break  the  gaol, 
for  which  he  (Maben)  was  put  into  the  dungeon,  and  chained  to  the 
wall,  where  Dodds  (another  coiner  who  turned  king'^s  evidence)  and 
Samuel  beat  him  until  he  made  a  recantation  of  his  former  evidence 
by  letter,  which  he  said  was  sent  to  the  mayor ;  upon  which  Dodds 
turned  evidence,  and  swore  he  was  privy  to  the  making  of  upwards 
of  sixty  guineas.  They  were  all  the  same  day  buried  in  St.  John^a 
churchyard,  the  coiners  in  one  grave.^-iVWc.  Cour.  amd  Gaz, 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  12,  this  year,  at  Clifton,  two  miles  from  Morpeth, 
a  boy  was  struck  dead  with  lightning :  it  was  the  more  remarkable, 
as  hia  shirt  was  burnt,  his  coat  not  touched ;  and  that  the  crown  of 
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his  hat  was  burnt,  and  the  flaps  not  in  the  least  damaged. — Netee. 
Cour. 

1744  (Aug.  23). — As  the  fiahermen  of  Hartley  were  drawing  their 
herring  nets,  a  bottle-nose  entangled  itself  and  wae  taken.  It  was  six 
yards  long,  and  three  in  circumference. — Newc.  Jour. 

On  Thursday  morning,  Aug.  30,  thie  year,  there  was  a  spring  tide, 
and  a  great  fresh  in  the  Tyne ;  the  water  rose  higher  than  had  been 
known  for  several  years ;  by  which  a  great  number  of  cellars  were 
filled  with  water,  and  considerable  damage  done  to  many  of  them. — 
Ibid. 

September  22. — About  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  began  to  rain 
at  Alnwick,  and  the  neighbourhood,  and  continued  with  such  violenee 
that  before  1 2  o'clock  the  rivers  and  riruletB  were  so  greatly  increased, 
that  several  persons  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  ford  them.  A 
young  man  about  eighteen  years  old,  was  drowned  at  Alnwick,  and 
three  or  four  persons  in  the  river  Coquet. — Ibid. 

October  4. — The  new  bridge  at  Weldon  mill  in  Northumberiand, 
was  carried  away  by  an  excessive  flood  in  the  river  Coquet,  caused  by 
heavy  rains. — Nmec.  Cour. 

1745  (July  3). — An  express  arrived  in 
Newcastle,  with  the  melancholy  infomm- 
tioD   of  the   death  of  the   right  worship- 
ful John  Ord,   esq.   mayor  of  that  town, 
at  Hackney,  near  London.     He  was  gov- 
ernor of  ihe  hoaatman's  company  in  New 
castle,    and    M.P.  for  St.  Michael's,    in 
Cornwall.      July  16th.   Matthew    Ridley, 
eeq.,  was  chosen  mayor  in  his  stead,  and 
Cuthbert  Smith,   esq.,   was  elected  alder- 
man.— Brand. 
This  year,  some  labourers  employed  in  making  a  hedge  to  tfae 
lane,  since  that  time  called  Silver  lane,  about  half  a  mile  north 
from  Capheaton,  and  in  the  road  to  Wallington,  found  several  Roman 
coins,  and  a  service  of  Roman  plate,  consisting  of  various  vessels  of 
silver.     They  secreted  and  sold  all  the  coins ;  and  after  breaking  the 
bottoms  out  of  some  of  the  vessels  and  the  handles  and  ornaments  off 
others,  disposed  of  all  of  them  also,  excepting  the  following,  which 
were  presented  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  viz : — One  «lver  dish  entire, 
weighing  26  ounces ;    the  bottoms  of  three  others ;    three  handles 
adorned  with  beautiful  figures  in  relief;  part  of  another  carved  han- 
dle ;   a  figure  of  Hercules  and  Antrous  wrestling ;   and  a  figure  of 
Neptune.     These  with  a  few  fragments  mora  recovered  by  the  honesty 
of  a  silversmith  in  Newcastle,  were  preserved  at  Capheaton,  till  the 
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present  baronet  presented  them  to  the  British  museum,  where  they 
are  now  deposited. — HodgsorCs  Northd. 

1745  (Aug.  24). — Notice  was  given,  "that  the  diversions  usually 
perfonned  at  Long  Benton,  on  that  day,  would  be  on  Monday,  the 
26th  of  August,  to  which  will  be  added  that  of  bull-baiting,  and 
others  entirely  new.''  "  N.  B. — ^An  ordinary  will  be  provided  at  the 
house  of  Thomajs  Codling.*" — Local  Papers. 

August  26. — Nicholas  Haddock,  keelman,  of  Sunderland,  was 
hanged  at  Durham  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Thomas  Alder,  farmer,  at 
Hilton  Park-house.  He  confessed  the  fact,  and  died  penitent.  On 
the  21st  of  the  preceding  May,  as  Mr.  Alder  was  walking  in  his 
fields,  he  was  attacked  by  Hadtlock,  who  knocked  him  down, 
and  murdered  him  by  cutting  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  ripping 
np  his  belly,  &c.  A  young  man,  servant  to  Mr.  Alder,  coming 
that  way  with  milk,  saw  the  murder,  whereupon  Haddock  threat- 
ened to  kill  him  also.  The  lad  immediately  ran  to  Sunderland,  and 
got  assistance  to  apprehend  the  murderer.  On  coming  to  the 
place  where  the  deceased  lay,  the  murderer  was  standing  by  the 
body,  and  swore  he  would  kill  the  first  person  that  came  near  him, 
on  which  the  young  man  knocked  him  down  with  a  stone,  and  the 
rest  laid  hold  on  him  and  secured  him.  Haddock  when  in  con- 
finement declared  that  he  had  no  malice  against  Mr.  Alder,  nor 
ever  saw  him  before  in  his  life  to  his  knowledge.  At  the  place  of 
execution  he  said  he  was  distracted  at  the  time  when  he  did  the 
fatal  deed. — lUd. 

1745. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Svmderland^  dated  January  23, — 
**  Yest^day  a  number  of  people,  consisting  chiefly  of  sailors,  went 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  the  popish  mass-house  in  this 
town,  where  they  found  several  people  at  prayers  and  a  couple  to  be 
married,  who,  with  Mr.  Hankins,  their  priest,  all  fled  out;  upon 
which  the  sailors  immediately  pulled  down  their  altar  and  crucifix, 
together  with  all  the  seats,  the  priest's  robes,  all  their  books,  the 
furniture,  and  every  individual  thing  in  the  room,  and  burnt  them  in 
a  fire  in  the  street,  made  for  that  purpose  ;  and  also  a  large  library 
of  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  priest,  among  which  was  found 
(before  they  were  committed  to  the  flames),  a  list  of  the  names  of 
several  people  in  this  place  who  are  well  affected  to  the  present  gov- 
emment,  caUed  by  the  papists  Odd  Friends^  with  letters  annexed  to 
the  names,  not  yet  decyphered.  The  list  so  found  is  written  by  the 
popish  priest's  own  hand,  and  is  as  follows : — A  list  of  Odd  Friends. 
Matthew  Russell,  S  D  ;  Thomas  Ayre,  S  D ;  Warren  Maud,  S  D  ; 
Mark  Burley,  S  D ;  Maylin,  W  ;  Inman,  F  F ;  Craggs,  S  D ;  Mat- 
hew  Carr,  F ;   George  Eobinson,  S  B ;   George  Syall,  S  B ;   Ann 
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SyaU,  B ;  Nath.  Leak,  B ;  Cooper  Shipfaard,  W  ;  James  Doniaon, 
0  ;  "William  Wilkinaon,  H  ;  Thomas  FIrryby,  S  B ;  John  Hodgson, 
S  B ;  Officer  Bainbridge.  This  piece  of  wood  I  cut  off  aa  M  ohair 
in  JaiTow  church,  which  was  the  ohair  that  St.  Ontlibert  sat  in  to 
hear  confeaeions.     Nicholas  Tatlor." — Genfs.  Mag. 

1745  (Sep.  7). — Intheoight,  All  Saints' church,  in  XewcasUe,  was 
broken  into,  "and  thereout  taken  a  book  intitled  Burkitt  upon  the 
New  Testament,  with  a  well-polished  ohiun  belon^ng  thereto.  If 
SDch  book  or  chain  should  be  offwed  to  be  pawned  vx  sold,  the  person 
or  persons  to  whom  snch  offer  shall  be  made,  are  de«red  to  stop  the 
same,  together  with  the  person  or  persons,  and  give  an  account  tliei«- 
of  to  the  wardens  of  All  S^ts.^' — (Local  Papers.)  Mention  oocon 
in  1630  of  books  chained  in  the  choir  of  old  All  Saints'  church  for 
the  use  of  tJie  public ;  and  it  seems  probable  &om  the  above  that 
they  00  continued  in  1746. 

Prasbyteriaa  chapel,  Haltwhistle,  founded.  The  register  of  births 
and  baptiama  extending  &om  1752  to  1S37. — B«p.  of  Pari.  Com. 
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A. 

Abory,  (temple  at)  6.  7  n. 
Acca,  25. 

A0CIDINT& — at  Alnwick,  4 li.    at  Barnard 
Castle,  248.     at  Benwell,  329.    at  Ber- 
wick, 212.     at  Bp.  Wearmoath,  319. 
at     Elswick,    327.       at    Hough ton-le- 
Spring,    97.     at  Hunstanaworth,    309. 
at  Jarrow,  359.    at  Newcastle,  1 16, 274, 
277,  374-5,  478,  409-10,  412.    at  Pon- 
telaiid,  296.     at  Ryton,  313.     at  Stock- 
ton, 25a    at  Tjnemouth,  294. 
ActoD,  (name  of)  84. 
Acts  of  Parliament,  327,  329,  337, 344. 
Advertisements,  (carious)  361,  401.  409. 
.£dward,  48. 
i£lfrid,  37,  38. 
^lla,  16. 

Affrays.     See  Riots. 
Agricola,  10,  11,  12,13. 
Aidan,  18,  20,  31. 
Aisleby,  338. 
Alarm,  278. 
Alcbfleda,  19. 
Alder,  Mr.  415. 
Aldhune,  34,  37. 
Aldwio,  4a 

Alfwold,  26,  27,  28,  29. 
Algebrin,  17. 

Allan,  (name  of)  212,  .326,  337,  404. 
Allan's  flatts.  326,  404. 
Allendale,  201,  332,  335u 
AUenton  church,  201. 
Alexander,  (king).     See  Scotland. 
Alfred,  32, 33. 

All  Saints*  church.     See  Newcastle 
Alms  Houses,  197, 214, 313, 33  V,  358, 376. 
Alnham  church,  201. 
Alnmonth  castle,  16,  100. 
AInmonth,  port  of  105. 
Alnwick — Castle,  16,  47,  54,  62,  7.3,  76, 
82, 90,  94,  100,  110,  115, 125,  147,  ICO, 
161,  163,  164,  178.     Town,  59,  69,  73, 
76,  77,  112,  115,  164,  167,  182,  191, 
193,  211,    266,   374,    376,  399,   414. 
Abbey,  59,  135.     Church,  92,  194, 201. 
Deanery,  340. 
Altars,  the  earliest  described,  5  n. 
Altars,  Roman.     See  Antiquities. 
Anchorage  school.     See  Gateshead. 
Ancroft  church,  58^  201. 


Anderson,  rname  of)  77, 209, 275,  295. 
Anderson  place,  77. 
Andrew^s  St  church.    See  Newcastle. 
Anecdotes,  181,  276,  277,  325^  382,  370. 
Aniaf,  34. 

Anne,  (queen)  305,  334. 
ANTiQUiTTEa — Altars  &c.  23, 294,  299, 354, 
355,  36&     Arms,  &c.,  29,    182,  364. 
Aqueduct,  373.     Barrows,  &c.,  355, 373. 
Buildings,  11,  299,  300,  354,  373,  879, 
416.     Coins,  299,  355.  357,  373,  374, 
379,  414.     Furniture,  275,  4 1 6.     Sculp* 
ture,  364.     Urns,  «rc.,  354,  37a     Uten- 
sils, 354,  379,  414. 
Anvil,  Sir  John,  313. 
Apparition,  317. 
Apprentices,  199,  253,  279. 
Aqueduct,  873. 
Armorial  Bearings,  (Boroughs),  141,  216, 

298. 
Armorial  Bearings,  (Family) — Allan,  404. 
Baker,  400.     Blakiston,  250.     Cooper, 
334.     Hilton,  3a     Neville,   124,    155, 
168,  24a       Ord.  414.       Shaflto,  407. 
Swinburne,  338. 
Armorial  Bearings,  (Incorp.  Comp.).  See 
Newcastle,  Incorporated  Companies  of. 
Armorial  Bearings,  (National)  118,  141. 
Arms,  Armour,  38. 
Armstrong,  (name  of)  193. 
Arrays,  &c.,  116,  142,  148,  160,  164,  166, 
199,  204,  223,  245,  248,  262,  260,  265, 
266,  273,  278,  33a 
Arthur,  15 
Artillery,  &c.,  101,  110, 147,  184-188, 204, 

209,  212,  242,  265,  267,  270,  315. 
Artillery  Yard,  377. 
Aselack,  66. 
Ashe.     See  Eshe. 
Aske,  (name  of)  19a 
Assassinations.     See  murders. 
Assault,  403. 
Assembly  house,  361. 
Assizes,  and  judges  of,  79,80,  149,231, 
253,  258,  265,  266,  299,  316,  328,  340, 
346,  359,  363,  370,  378,  409. 
Association,  266. 
Athelstan,  38,  34. 
Attainder,  358. 

Auckland,  (Bishop)— Town,   169,   161, 
245,  269,  295,    301,    386,    397,   402. 
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Church,   200.     Castle,  114,  121,   159, 

182,    195,    210,  216,    249,   255,   293. 

Palace,  293,  330. 
Auckland,  St.   Helen's  and  Sl  Andrew's, 

200,  233,  297,  357,  368, 397. 
Auckland,  (West)  368,  397. 
Augustine  Friars,  54,  85. 
Avison,  Charles  394. 
Axwell,  152, 286,  305,  334,  380. 
Aycliffe,  231.     AycliflFe,  (Great)  27,  200. 
Ayden  castle,  78,  100. 
Ayden,  (name  of)  78. 
Ayiisley,  (name  of)  376. 

B. 

Babington,  rname  of)  300,  344i. 
Bainbrigg,  (bishop)  181. 
Baker,  (name  of)  359,  384,  400. 
Baliol,  (name  oQ  56,  63,  64,  78,  86,  87,  88, 

114,121,122,214, 
Ballast  Hills,  253,  300. 
Balls,  Cannon '-see  Artillery. 
BAMBaouGH.— Castle,  15, 18, 19,26,26, 33, 
85,  37,  49, 50,  64,  60,  87,  100,  127, 161, 
305,    352.        Church,    18,  201,   311. 
Deanery,  340.     Monastery,  54,  77,  99. 
Townof,  19,87, 120,  161, 
Banishment,  25. 
Baptists,  286-7,  333,  363. 
Baptisms,  17,  20. 
Bar,  (Tynemouth)  303,  368. 
Barbara,  (Wm.  de  St)  57,  67. 
Bardolph,  (lord)  147-8. 
Barmoor,  184. 

Barnabd'8  Castle.— Town,  64, 127,  247, 
266,  26  ',  280,  301,  318,  337,  34  ,  371. 
Castle,  64,  71,  82,  98,  214,  218,  253. 
Church,  200,  218, 
Barnes,  Ambrose,  317,  329. 
Barnes,  (bishop)  216,  220, 
Barracks,  357. 
Barrows  355,  373. 
Bartram,  (name  of )  63,  66,  73»  106^  118, 

160. 
Basire,  Dr.  307. 
Battle,  (Trial  by)  259. 
Battles^ — between  Romansi,  Pjcts,  Danes, 
Britons,  and  Saxons,  J  3, 17,  28,  29,  30, 
32,    34,    35,    37,     40.     Bannockbum, 
96.     Berwick,  192.     Broomhouse,  182. 
at    a    Border     Meeting,     223.      Car- 
ham,  37, 1 3a     Cheviot,  153, 209.     Cor- 
bridge,  267.     Durham,  40,  41.     Flod- 
den,    185.     Fulfaope-Iaw,    142.     Gates- 
head Fell,  40.     Hexham,  97.     Hallidon 
Hill,    lia         Homildon    Hill,    145-6. 
Hedgeley  Moor,  161-2.    Haltwellsweire, 
209.     Levels,  162.     Musselburgh,  206. 
Neville's  Cross,  120,  121,  139.    Nesbit 
Moor,  145.      Otterburn,  138.      Reed- 
swire,  162,  205.     Sark,  157.     Solway, 
204.     Wark,  87.     Yevering,  149. 
Beadnel  church,  201. 
Beaumont,  (bishop)  100,  110. 


Bearpark,  or  Beaurepaire,  66,  73,  98,  99, 
100,  121, 134,. 166. 

Beauchamp,  (name  of)  126. 

Beaufront,  319,  347. 

Bede,  25,  26,  38,  60,  1 66,  31 1. 

Bede's  Well,  26. 

Bedlington,  41. 

Bedlington  church,  200. 

Bee,  Jacob,  341. 

Bega,  18. 

Beheading.     See  Executions. 

Bek,  (bishop)  68,  82,  84,  87,  8a 

Belford,  179  —Church,  201,  331. 

Bellasyse,  Bellasis,  (name  of)  265, 329, 365. 

Bells,  263,  286,  321,  341,  373,  377. 

Bell,  Mr.  Jno.  301,  321. 

Bell,  Thos.,  M.  A.,  296. 

Bellingham,  385,  388.    Church,  301. 

Belsay  castle,  116. 

Belsis,  357. 

Benedict.     See  Biscopius. 

Benedictines,  21,  22,  46,  6a 

Ben  ridge,  84. 

Bensham,  274,341. 

Benton,  162. 

Benton,  Long,  415.     Church,  201. 

Benwell,  203,  299,  329,  362,  376.     Tower, 
203. 

Bernicia,  16,  16,  18. 

Berrington,  (prior)  136. 

Berwick -barracks,  357.    Battles  near, 

1 92.     Bridge,  66,  179,  267.     Castle,  71, 
78,  86,   87,  90,  93,  94,  96,  100,   101, 
111,  127,  128,  129,  130,  186,  137,  147, 
179,  199,  207,260,316.    Charter,  &c, 
51,  242,  245.     Convents,  &ci,  in,  58,  71, 
78,  84,  115,  130.     Chapels,  357,361. 
Church,  202,  242,  281,  303.     Confer- 
enceat,211.     Cruelties  in,  70.     Danes 
land  at,  30.     Duke  of,  118.     Executions 
in,  1 1 2,  303,  401.     Fair  of,  1 92.    Fires, 
62,   70,   88,   147,   292,   319.     made  a 
Free  Town,  207-     Gaol,  362.     Gover- 
nors, 134,  140,  147.  179,  180,  210,  218, 
242,  289,  293,    316,    319,    335,    357. 
James*  body  at,  187.     Mayors,  &&,  179, 
200,  238,  242,  256,  28:*,  315.     Military 
transactions  in,  78,  9.3,  126,  127,   140, 
1 92,  204, 21 1, 260, 266, 284, 314.     Mill, 
at  316.     Murder,  &c.,  400.     Parliament 
Members    of,     88,     289,    321,    401. 
Petitions,  280.     Pillory,   in  406.     Pri- 
soners,  in  93.     Rejoicings,  242.     Re- 
markable residents,  &c.,  32,  42,  71,  88, 
92,  100,  105,  110.  Ill,  116,  126,  147, 
160,  178-9^,  207,  211,  242,  260,  260, 
284.     Schools,  210,  363.     Sieges,  32, 
68,  87,  88,  90,  96,  98, 100,   101,  112, 
127,  130,  135,  136,  137,  147,  167,  277, 
280.     Storm,  292.     Tournament,  at  11 6. 
Walls  of,  87,  88,  90,  96,  98,  100,  101, 
127-8,  129,  130,  136-6,  147,  167,  179, 
199,  205,  207,  216,  242,  260,  277,  280, 
316.     Witch-finder,  at  283. 
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Bewick,  (name  of)  271',  323. 

Biddick,  369.     Biddick,  (South)  229. 

Bigge,  (name  of)  d9a 

Billingham,   29,   2S\,  302.... Church,  30, 

200. 
Billingham,  (name  of)  181. 
Bird,  John.  402. 
Birks,  (the)  near  Berwick,  263. 
Biscopius,  21-23. 
Bishop  Auckland.  See  Auckland,  (Bishop). 

Bishop  Middleham Castle,  78,  95,  100. 

Church,  68,  85.     Chapel,  100. 
Bishopton,  57,  67.     Church,  67,  200. 
Bishopwearmouth.    See  Wearmouth,  (Bp.) 
Biographical  Notices,  see  Deaths,  Longe- 
vities, and  Natives  (eminent). 
Birtley,  ca  Northumberland,  362. 
Birtley  church,  201. 

Blackett,  (name  of)  310,  329,  335,  336, 
340,  362,  363,  386,  387,  393,  396,  399, 
403,413. 
Black  Gate.     See  Newcastle. 
Black  Friary.     See  Newcastle. 
Black  Mail,  237. 
Black  Middens,  338. 
Blakeney,  (name  of)  203. 
Blake  Chesters.     See  Chirton,  east. 
BlakistoD,  (name  of)  250,  293,  317. 
Blancbland._Abbey,    63,  lOa    Church, 

201.     Village,  411. 
Blenkinsop  (Castle),  115. 
Blenkinsop,  (name  of  )  115, 
Blyth,  170,  40a 
Blyth's  Nook,  267. 
Bobm,  (county  of  Durham),  356. 
Bolam,  (ca  Nd.)  152,  356.     Church,  201. 
Boidon  Buke,  66. 
Boldon,  231,  36a     Church,  200. 
Bolton,  182. 

Books,  (peculiar)  24,  66,  172,  310,  311. 
Bopks  (chained),  416. 
Booth,  (bishop)  169,  164. 
Botbal  castle,  105,  118,  119. 
Boundary  Stones,  281. 
Bourne,  Rev.  Henry  377. 

Bower  peel,  38a 

Bowes,  (name  of)  151,  175,  207,  214, 218, 
235,  298,  818,  337,  357,  358,  361,  870, 
373,  383,  396. 

Bowling  Green,  291. 

Boy  (fished  up),  37a 

Bayles,  (Christopher.)  225. 

Brabant,  (name  of)  29a 

Bradbury,  153. 

Brancepeth,— Castle,  129, 1.38,  213,  247, 
309,  336,  .355.  Village,  213,  334. 
Church,  167,  200,  334.     Barony,  247. 

Brand,  He  v.  John,  156. 

Brandling,  (name  of)  205,  287,  267, 355. 

Branks,  284,  40a 

Branxton,  184.     Church,  76,  201. 

Brenkley,  90. 

Brenkshaw  chapel,  106. 

Bretwalda,  (meaning  of)  17  m. 


Bricklayers.     See  Newc.  Conapanies. 

Bridges. — Alnwick, .  267.  Berwick,  66, 
179,  257.  Chollerford,  379.  Cor- 
bridge,  304.  DeviPs  Water,  219. 
Durham,  53,  61,  101.  Felton,  267. 
Haydon,  103,  193,  150,  118.  Lumley, 
267.  Morpeth,  393.  New  Burn,  36a 
Newcastle,  see  Newcastle.  Newton, 
13a  Shincliffe,  24a  Shotley,  327. 
Sunderland,  (near  Durham)  121.  Tan« 
field,  366.  Twisel,  184.  Warkworth, 
212.     Weldon,  414.     Winch,  404. 

Brigantes,  11. 

Brinkburn,  (priors  and  priory  of)  53,  106, 
178,  289.     lUsidence  at,  281,  28a 

Britain,  early  history  of  2-15. 

Britons,  2-16,  299. 

Brockett,  (name  of)  302. 

Broomhouse,  182. 

Brown,  (name  of)  329,  358,  37^  409. 

Bruce.     See  Bnis,  and  Scotland. 

Brude,  (king)  2a 

Brus,  (name  of)  56,  93,  95,  96,  100,  101, 
102,  103,  107,  111,  117,  120,  122,  123, 
126,  127,  140,  164. 

Buchan,  (countess)  98. 

Bulmer,  (name  of)  57,  168,  175,  182, 191, 
198,  258. 

Burdon,  231. 

Bnrnhall,  237. 

Bury,  (bishop)  96,  113,  118,  139,  829. 

Burdon,  (name  of)  170. 

Burial  ceremonies,  286,  397. 

Burial  grounds,  263,  281.  291,  341,  863. 

Burial  solemnities.  See  Funeral  observ- 
ances. 

Byerly,  (name  of)  344. 

Byker,  (John  de)  76. 

Byker,  152,  844. 

By  well  castle,  214. 

Bywell,  29, 267,  39a- Churches,  202. 

C. 

Caledonians.     See  Scots. 

Cairns  opened,  355, 372. 

Calverley,  (name  of)  345,  39a 

Cambo,  375. 

Camps.     See  Fortifications. 

Cannon.     See  Artillery 

Cannywoodside,  327. 

Canute*s  Mansion,  13a 

Capheaton,  299,  338,  374,  414.    Castle, 

299. 
Carham,  37,  129,    ISa       Church,    201. 

Abbey,  90. 
Carileph,  (bishop)  44, 46,  4a 
Carleton,  (name  of)  78,  252. 
Cariiol  (name  of)  77. 
Carmelites,  72,  73,  76,  78,  130,  168,  177. 
Caroline,  (queen)  388. 
Carpenters'  lower.    See  Newcastle,  (walls). 
Curr,  (name  of)  247,  403,  407. 
Cartington  castle,  27 1. 
Cartmgton,  (luune  of)  160. 
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Ctftell,  (prior)  18a 

Castle  Eden  cbarcb,  200. 

Cathedial,  Durham.     See  Dorium  Githe- 

dral. 
Catholics,  (executed).    See  Execndons. 
Cavendish,  (name  of)  252, 395. 
Caves,  7. 

Cawsey  Bridge,  367. 
Ceadwell,  (king  of  North  Wales),  17. 
Cemeteries.     See  Burial  grounds. 
Centenarians.    See  LongeTitj. 
Ceolwulf,  rking)  25. 
Celts  and  9C3rthians,  2. 
Chained  Books  in  churches,  416. 
Chair,  (antique)  416. 
Challenge.     See  Battle,  (trial  by). 
Chandler,  (bishop)  373. 
Charles  L,  54,  218.  eL  seq, 

IL,  81,  293,  et.  teq. 

Chariton,  (name  of)  193,  197,  38a 
Charters,  50.  62,  63,  64,  70,  74^  75, 86, 90, 

103,  118,  136,  137,  142,  211,  212,  233, 

240,  244, 245,  256,  336. 
Chatton,282.     Church,  201. 
Cbester-le-street  (bishopric)  32,  33,  35,  3a 

(See  Durham).     Church  35,  200,  230, 

Village,   172,  231,  253,  267,268,382, 

Ward,  252. 
Cheviot  mountains  153,  279, 333. 
Chille  well,  79,  80. 
Chillingham  church,  201.    Castle,  179. 

Child  played  for,  382 found,  373. 

Chollerford,  379. 

Chollerton  church,  202. 

Chorographia,  130,  141,  27a 

Christianity  introduced,  17. 

Christmas,  327. 

Church-yards.     See  Burial  grounds. 

Cistercians,  S^ 

Clark,  (Skipper),  406. 

Clavering,  (name  of)  272,  286,  288,  305, 

316,  334,  380. 
Clayton,  (name  of )  340. 
Clergy,  (society  of  the  sons  of)  340. 
Clifford,  (name  of)  96. 
Clifford's  fort     See  Fortifications. 
Clifton,  413. 
Clock,  253. 

Close  Gate.     See  Newcastle,  (walls). 
Coach,  (the  first),  343. 
Coal  (trade  &c.),  81,  105,  125,  129,  137, 

197,  217,  237,  263,  266,  282,  307,  326. 

341,359. 
Coal  mines.     See  Collieries. 
Coats,  (Richard)  357. 
Coateworth,  (William)  361. 
Cobles  lost,  408. 
Cock,  (name  of)  310. 
Cocken,  166. 
Cockfield  church  200. 
Cockfield  fell,  61. 
Cofiins.     See  Antiquitieai 
Coincidence  (curious)  411. 
Coiners,  211,  4ia 


Coins  struck,  13. 

Corns  found.     See  Antiquities. 

Colddeogh,  335. 

Cole,  (name  oQ  153,  200,  256,  266,  293, 
309,33a 

Collectors  of  recusants*  money,  260. 

Colleges,  159,  18a 

Collieries. — at  Allan*s  Flats,  326.    Ben- 
well,    329.       Bensham,    341.      Byker, 
345.       Durham,   14a       Ebwick,   111. 
Gateshead,  129.     Heaton,  344.     Har- 
raton,  309.     Kenton,  334.     North  Bid- 
dick,  408.      Newcastle,    81,  125,  129. 
near   Tanfield,  368,  395.     near   Tyne 
mouth,  28a     On  the  Wear,  309. 
Steam  engine  in  use  at  S48, 35a 
Explosions  in  329, 34S,  395, 40a 
Inundations  of  279,  327. 

Collingwood,  (name  oQ  213,  260, 333,393, 
40a 

Colman.  (bishop)  21. 

Colonization  of  Britain,  3-a 

Comets.     See  Natural  history. 

Companies.  See  Newcastle,  Durham,  and 
Gateshead. 

Comyii,  (Robert)  40,  41. 

Coniscliffe,  222,  225.  Church,  200. 
Town,  82. 

Conscience,  (court  oQ  324. 

Consecrations,  292, 357. 

Contest  (the  great)  403. 

Contracts,  (the  eariiest)  4. 

Conqueror  (the).     See  William  I. 

Consett,  288. 

Conyers,  (name  of)  57,  58,  67.  244,  260. 
369 

Cookson,  (name  of)  406. 

Copeland,  or  Coupland,  (name  of)  122, 
123,  125,  126,  127,  129,  202. 

Copsi,  41. 

Coquet  dale,  142.    River.     See  Rivers. 

Cor,  (Giant)  294. 

Corbridge.  Town,  55,  90,  95,  121.  267, 
294,  304,  335,  347,  379.  Monastery,  26^ 
Church,  202. 

Cordwainers.     See  Newc.  (Companies). 

Com,  (scarcity  of)  .361. 

Comhill — Church,  201.  Village,  201. 
Castle,  137. 

Com  mills.     See  Mills. 

( 'omsay,  408. 

Coroner,  (name  of)  87. 

Corsenside  (church),  202. 

Cosin,  (bishop)  283,  292-3,  295,  301,  30a 

Coulson,  (name  of)  125,  339 

Courant,  (Newcastle)  34*2. 

Covenanters,  260,  et  seq, 

Cowgate,  3^ 

Cowper,  (name  of)  334. 

Craike  church,  200. 

Cramlington  church,  201, 

Crawley,  or  Crowley,  (name  of)  313^  3C7. 

Creagh,  (name  of)  312,:J22. 

Cresingham^  (name  oQ  90. 
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Cfewe,  (bishop)  304,  316,  317-18,  328, 
330,  337,  344,  346,  357,  368,  400. 

Cromlechs,  6,  7. 

Gromweil,  (name  oQ  199, 200,  249,  et  stq. 
280. 

Crook  Hall,  359,  369,  400. 

Crooks,  (name  of)  408. 

Crops,  361. 

Crosses,  &a,  47,  63,  80,  94, 102, 123, 149, 
162,  307,  319,  325.  See  also  Market 
Crosses. 

Croxdale,  (manor  of)  166<     Churoh,  200. 

CuUercoats,  294. 

Cumberland,  (name  of)  9. 

Cumin,  (William)  56-58,  62,  67. 

Curthose,  45,  4& 

Custom  Houses,  and  Receipts  of,  81,  87, 
129,  243, 295,  373,  374,  379,  382. 

Customs,  curious,  26,  58,  59,  69, 101, 122, 
129,  133, 140,  149, 161,  166, 168-9, 170, 
199,  217,  225,  231,  254,  291,  415. 

Cot-throat  House,  356. 

Cuthbert,  (St)  21,  23,  24,  31.  35,  37,  42, 
43,  49,  51, 52,  53,  55,  60,  61.  63,  66,  68, 
73,89,  91,  103,  112,  121-2,  125,  128, 
149,  158, 161,  164,  166,  168-170,  182, 
252,  258,  416. 

Cjnewul^  (bishop)  326. 

D. 

Dacek,  (name  of)  129, 150,  178, 182, 184, 
186,  189-91,  208. 

DaldeiL— Tower,  218,  310, 318.  Church, 
60,  200.     Village,  357. 

DaltoD-le-dale.     See  Dalden. 

Danes,  (invasion  &c.  of)  20-37. 

D'Arcy,  (name  of)  111,  179. 

Darlington,  64,  72,  83,  85,  120-1,  175, 
212,  2U,  229,  231-2,  258,  264,  265, 
269,  27a  293, 301,  329,  345.  Church, 
61, 175,  200.  Earl  o^  212.  Ward  of, 
252. 

Darlington,  (John  of)  83. 

Davenport,  (George)  294,  308. 

David,  (king).     See  Scotland. 

Davison,  (name  of)  266. 

Dawson,  (Michael)  377,  385. 

DfiiLTBS.  See  also  Executions,  Longevi- 
ties, Murders,  and  Suicides. 
AuLUs  AmcuB,  12.  Acca,  5.  Aidan,  18. 
Aldhone,  37.  Alfwold,  27.  Allan, 
404k  Arthur,  15.  Bisoop,  23.  Bab- 
ington,  300.  Baker,  359,  400.  Barnes, 
215u  Bartlett,  253.  Basire,  307. 
Beaumont,  100.  Beck,  82.  Bee,  341, 
Bede,  25.  Bellasyse,  355.  Bell  296, 
Bewick,  105.  Blackett,  310,  362. 
Blakiston,  317,  Bluett,  285.  Borrow, 
317.  Bourne,  377.  Bowes,  218,  235, 
337,  361.  Browne,  373.  Bulmer, 
258.  Bury,  114  B7erly,344.  Cai>- 
WAT.LADRB,  17.  Cuthbcrt,  24.  Cyne- 
wul(  26.  Cumyn,  41.  Copsi,  42. 
Carileph,  48.     CopeUmd,  129.    CharU 


ton,  19a  Crewe,  305.  Covering,  334, 
380.  Cole,  336.  Coats,  357.  Con- 
yen,  369.  Chandler,  37a  Cavendish, 
325.  Darlington,  83.  Duns  Scotus, 
93.  Davenport,  30a  Delaval,  338, 
Drage,  397.  Duck,  325.  DerwenU 
water.  Earls  of,  350,  375.  Ella,  16. 
Edilfrid,  17.  Edwin,  17.  Egfrid,  2a 
Edred,  35.  Egilric,  3&  EUtob,  345. 
Eden,  357, 36a  Flaioaedi,  5a  Fam- 
ham,  73.  Fresbom,  73.  Forcer,  134. 
Featherstonhaugh,  195, 3ia  Fenwick, 
272,  289,  328.  Godric,  2a  Gilpin, 
220.  Garth,  35a  Halfdene,  32.  Her- 
tipol,97.  Harda,  loa  Hatfield,  120. 
Harrison,  18a  Hutton,  224,  311. 
Heath,  22a  Howson,  252.  Hegge, 
25a  Hutchinson,  25a  Hall,  287,  35a 
Handyside,  29a  Hamilton,  311.  Harle, 
370.  Horsley,  374.  Hayes,  40a 
Jakes,  IV.,  186.  James,  245.  Kel- 
LAW£,95.  Liitlph,  43.  Loraine,  167. 
Langley,  147.  Lilburn,  290,  297. 
Lloyd,  318.  Lumley,  35a  Liddell, 
359,  401.  Lambton,  360.  Lawrence, 
376.  Lodge,  40a  Malcolm,  47, 
Mowbray,  50.  Mareschal,  103.  Mor- 
ton, 254.  Mitford,  230.  Milbanke, 
310.  Morland,  342.  Montagu,  35a 
March,  325.  Neville,  131,  139,  156, 
Noble,  19a  Nicholson,  36a  Oswald, 
18.  Oswy,  20.  Osred,  25,2a  Offi^ 
2a  08wulfe,2a  Oswin,  34.  Osberde, 
3a  Osulf,  42,  Ordeley,  189.  Ord. 
414.  Penda,  20.  Pictavia,  66.  PiU 
kington,  210.  Percy,  214,  223;  299. 
Pigg,  307.  Place*  36a  Payne,  392. 
Pinkney,  375.  Rhodes,  164.  Bat- 
cliffe,  190,  350,  351,  37a  Rowknd, 
2ia  Ridley,  208,  223,  39a  RuChall, 
182.  Ruthven,  211.  Richardson,  dia 
Rushworth,  324.  Robson,  351.  Ry- 
mer,  377.  Rudd,  37a  Siward,  3a 
Sayer,  97.  Sherwood,  16a  Sever, 
181.  Sunderland,  (earl)  252.  Smith, 
312,  345.  Swinburne,  338.  Shaftoe, 
372,407.  Tempest,  329,  38a  Talbot, 
35a  Trollop,  291.  Thornton,  151. 
Umf&eville,  140.  Vane,  179,  342, 
Vescey,  71.  Wyclupb,  150.  Whit- 
tell,  374.  Walcher,  44.  Wessington* 
157.    Wardell,272.    Wallace,  9a 

Deaths,  (sudden)  374,  37a 

Decapitations.     See  Executions. 

Deceases.    See  Deaths. 

Deer.     See  Natural  History. 

Deira  and  Bernicia  united,  16. 

Delaval  (name  of),  80, 33a 

Denton,  (county  Durham),  church.  200. 

Denum  (William)  IIL 

DerliDgton  (prior)  15a 

Derwentwater   (earls  Of)  80,   248,  347, 
375.     See  also  Radclifb  (name  of). 

Dilston  Hall,  248,34% 
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Dinsdale  368.     Church,  200. 
Dispatch  in  TraveHing,  343. 
Dissington  (north),  33& 
Dodd,  (name  of)  19a 
Doddington,  184.     Church,  201. 
Doteland  park,  170. 
Pominicans,  (convents  of)  71,  77. 
Douglas,  (name  of)    96,  101,  107,  110, 

113,  121,  122, 137, 139,  142, 145,  146, 

160. 
Drage,  (name  of)  397. 
Dream  (prophetic)  411. 
Drought,  72, 

Drownings.     See  Accidents. 
Drowning,  (escape  from)  373. 
Druidic  remains,  5.     See  Antiquities. 
Drybum,  218,  226,  250. 
Duck,  Sir  John,  bart.  325.  366. 
Duckings,  370,  382. 
Duddo,  184. 

Dudley,  (name  of)  195,  204. 
Dudley,  (bishop)  166,  1G7. 
Duels,  ^&,  258.  311,359. 
Duncan,  (earl)  62. 
Duncan,  (king).     See  Scotland. 
Dunclawood,  392. 
Duns  Scotus,  77,  93, 94. 
Dunstanborough  castle,  97,  100, 102,  161, 

Village,  105. 
Dunstance,  f village  of)  93. 
Dunston,  (village  of)  301. 
DuEHAM,  (city  of) — 

Anecdotes    of,    110,  213,   254,  256. 

Assizes,  149,  253,  259,  265,  266,  299, 

316,  324,  340, 342,  346,  361, 362,  36a 
Battles,  (near),  120, 121,  139.  Bridges 
53,  61,  101.  249.  Chapels  in,  168. 
Companies  (incorporated),  158, 159, 163, 
189, 195,  196,  205,  206,210,  211,214, 
230,  234,  246,  252,  313.  College, 
188.  Commissions  issued  from,  193. 
Churches.  St.  Giles\  52, 201,  226, 231, 
243-4,  257,  388.  St,  Oswald's,  149.  201. 
247, 548,  259,  842,  359, 378.  St  Mary- 
le-bow,  201,  258,  318,  335,  376.  St. 
Mary-the-less,  201,  231,  232,  286.  St. 
Margaret's,  201, 231.  St  Nicholas',  201, 
216,  226,  231,  233,  234.  Castle,  42, 
43,  57,  58,  62,  69,  90,  103,  112,  120, 
158,  175,  177,  243,  245,  255,  256, 
260,  283,  293.  Charters,  &c.,  63,  64, 
211,  240,  31&  Corporation,  &&,  211, 
245,  285.  Courts  of  Law.  See 
Assizes.    Deaths,   in   256,  258,  287, 

317,  319,  325.  Dog-whipper,  359. 
Executions,  214,  216,  218.  226,  231, 
233,  284,  237,  248,  250,  253,  265,  286, 
303,  313,  326,  327,  362,  363,  366, 392. 
415.  Fight  in,  316.  Floods,  316, 
324,  359,  366.  Fountain.  372.  Frost, 
396.  Fires,  40,  41,  57, 153.  Gaol,  376, 
387,  147,  229.  Loraries,  288,  294, 
300,  308,  309,  355,  373.  Langley's 
Hospital,  294.*    Miscellaneous,  317. 


Members  of  parliament,  248,  286,  304, 

305,   309,  317,   318,    329,   836,    342, 

358,  359,  366,  369.     Meeting,  in  340. 

Military    transactions,    150,   158,    266, 

55,  56,  64,  73,  264,  268,  269.     Mayors, 

&&,  240,  243,  249,  316,  313,  324,  342. 

Markets  &c.,  of  219,   248,  285,    313. 

Murder,  &c.,  lOl.     Natives  &c,  ISO, 

251,  252,  253,  258,  288,  318,  325,  32& 

Newspapers,  18a  Plagues  in,  149,223, 

231-2,     243-4.       Proclamation,     334. 

Penances,  254,  257.     Pillory,  in  316, 

318,  862.     Prisonere,  in  285.     Petition, 

from,  289.     Public  buildings,  155,  248, 

294, 296.  Residents,  (remarkable,)  &c^ 

42,54,56,  90,  92,  103,107,110,   U^ 

128,  150,  158, 175,  182,  243,  249,  255, 

260,  280,  284,  289.      Rejoicings,  330, 

403,  410.    Scots  at,  121.    Schools,  340, 

347,  356,  377,  378,  400,  147.     Sieges, 

37, 96.    Storms,  153,  313,  329.     Spared 

by  the  Scots,  124.  Tokens,  301.  Walls, 

37,  40,  41,  44,  53,  57,  62,  96,  103, 147, 

376.     See  also  Elvet  and  Framwellgate. 

Durham.  —  (Bishops  of),    Aldhunk,  34, 

37.  Bainbrigg,  181.  Barbara,  57, 58,67. 

Barnes,  215,  220.   Beaumont,  100, 110. 

Bek,  58,  82,  84,  87, 88,  92.     Bury,  96, 

1 13, 118, 1 19, 139,  329.    Carileph,  44, 

46,48,52.    Chandler,  373.    Cosin,283, 

292-3,  295,  301,  308.      Crewe,  304^ 

316,  317, 318,  337,  344,  346,  357, 328, 

330,   368,   400.      Dudley,    166,   167. 

Eadmund,  37.    Egelrir,  38.     Egilwine, 

36-40,  43.      Farnham,    68,    73,    15a 

Flambard,  52,  53.    Fordham,  136.   Fox, 

136, 170,  172-7.     Hatfield,  119,  136. 

Howson,  252,  253.     Hutton,  224,  230. 

Insula,  78, 79.  James,  245.  Kellawe, 

95,  96.   Kirkham,  74,  76.  Langley,  €0, 

152.  Marebco,  71.  Mathew,  230,245. 
Monteigne.  252.  Morton,  254,  307. 
Neile,  249.  Pictatia,  06,71.  Pil- 
kington,  210,  212.  Poor,  71,  Pud- 
sey,  47,  1 19.  Rufus,  5:%  56.  Ruthall, 
181-189.  Sever,  181.  Sherwood,  16a 
Skirlaw,  137,  139,  140.  SticheU,  76, 
77,78.  Talbot,  358, 369.  Trevor,341. 
Tunstal,  194-220.  Walchbe,  43,  44. 
Wolsey,  190-192. 

Durham (Cathedral  of),  37,   38,  39, 

41,  42,  44,  48,  52,  53,  59,  60,  72,  82, 
100,  103,  109,  114,  120,  122,  124,  125, 
128,  129,  131,  134,  136,  140,  147,  149, 

153,  156,  166,  168,  169,  170,  175»  188, 
189,  201,  203,  230,  232,  245,  252,  253, 
254,  255,  256,  285,  307,  31 1,  313,  317, 
359,  398, 

Durham. — (CaoOi  Akciemt  Hisiort  of 
14.  Boundary,  216.  Customs  of,  26. 
Collectors  of  recusants  money,  260.  Fam- 
ine, &C.,  124,  222.  264.  Gateshead 
separated,  &c.,  208.    Invasions,  41,  54. 

96,  97,  98,  99,  100,  103, 115,  117,  120, 
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138,  198,  264,  263,  266.  Lancastbr'b 
lands,  &C.,  in,  102,  122, 131,  140,  161« 
166,  168,  170.  Lords  lieutenant,  304, 
358.  Levies,  Airays,  &c.,  in,  142, 166, 
199,  204, 223,  245,  248,  252,  260,  265, 
266,  273,  3 1 6.  Members  of  parliament, 
248,  286,  296, 304,  305,  309,  310,  316, 
329,  337,  342,  345,  860,  368,  379, 388, 
Mines  of  silver,  in,  72.  Pbogresseb,  &C:, 
.  in,  169,  175,  242,  248,  255.  Regis- 
ters, 20a  Baces,  378,  247,  249,  258, 
324.  Bebellions,  in,  213,21a  Sheriffs 
of,  &c,  253,  255,  265,  293, 334,  407. 

DvRHAM.^(Dean  and  Chapter  of),  300. 

DvRHAM. — (Monastery  and  priors  of),  36, 
37,  38^  41,  46, 48,  5],  52,  57,  58,  66,  71, 
73,76,77,81,89,90,92,100,112,121-2, 
123,  125,  134, 136,  137,  157,  161,  170, 
172, 176, 181,  182,  203,  309. 

Di7iiHAM.^(See  oO,  86,  52,  56,  57,  71, 
195,  208, 243,  277, 293. 

Durham. — (University  oO>  289. 

Durham,  (Old)  309. 

Durham  Courant,  383. 

Dwarf,  (remarkable)  340. 

Dynley,  Edward  158. 

E. 
Eabbbrt,  (bishop)  24« 
Eadfirith,  (bishop)  24. 
Eadmund,  (bishop)  37. 
Eanbert,  (bishop)  80. 
Eanred,  (king)  29. 
Eaidulf,  (king)  28,  29. 
Eardulf,  (bishop)  30. 
Earthquake,  79. 
EarsdoD  church,  51,  201,  374. 
EasingtOD^-Ward,   252.      Church,  200, 

220. 
Eata,  (bishop)  22,  23. 
Ebba,  (saint)  20. 
Ebchester,  21,  121,  267.     Church,  200. 

Monastery  of,  20. 
EccEKTRics,  306, 350,  406. 
Eclipse,  329. 
Edbert,  (king)  25^  26. 
Edelbald  and  Herebert,  26. 
Eden,  (name  of)  357, 36a 
Edgar,  (king)  51,  52,  56. 
Edgar  Atheling,  (king)  52. 
Edilfrid,(king)16,17. 
Edlingham,  374.     Church,  20L 
Edred,  (king)  35. 
Edmund,  (king)  84^  35. 
Edmundbyers  church,  200L 
Edward,  (John  de  St)  84. 
Edward  L,  50-111. 
Edwaid  IL,  70-105,  250. 
Edward  III,  50-139. 
Edward  IV.,  152-167. 
Edward  VL,  70,  195-220. 
Edwin,  king  of  Northumbria,  17. 
Egbert,  rbishop)  29. 
Egbert,  king)  29. 


Egerton,  (name  of)  7a 

Egfrid,  (king)  23, 2i, 

Egfrid,  (bishop)  30. 

Egilwine,  (bishop)  36,  40,  4a 

Egglesdifife.  273.    Church,  200,  207,  338. 

Eggleston,  410.     Church,  200. 

Eldon,  329. 

Elemore,  869. 

Elizabeth,  (queen)  70-242. 

Ella,  (Icing)  16. 

Ellingham  church,  201. 

Ellison,  (name  of)  827, 357, 372, 380, 393. 

Elsdon  church,  201. 

Elstob,  (name  of)  845. 

EUwick,  111,270,327. 

Elton  church,  200. 

Eltringharo,  267. 

Elvet,  (borough  of)  61,  62,  66, 223»  281, 
255,286. 

EIwick-Hall  church,  200, 

Embleton  chnrch,  5^1. 

Emeldon,  (name  of)  102. 

£ngine&.->Fire,  307,  389.  Steam,  345, 
359.    Of  war,  101, 1 10. 

England,  (invasions  into).     See  Invasions. 

England,  (kings  of).     See  each  name. 

English,  (the)  defeat  the  Scotch,  and  de- 
feated by,  see  Scots. 

English,  (invasions  by).     See  Invasions 

Engravings,  320,  401. 

Erdulf,  25. 

Errington,  (name  of)  193,  209,  219,  269, 
319, 347, 293. 

Escapes,  and  attempts  at,  276,  279,  370, 
375,  385,  386,  387, 401, 402,  413. 

Escapes,  (marvellous)  318,  373, 413. 

Escolland,  (Galfrid  de)  57. 

Escomb  church,  200. 

Eshe,  319.    Chapel,  200. 

Etal,  268.     Castle,  188. 

Ethelred,  (king)  26,  2a 

Ethelwold,  (bishop)  25. 

Eure,  (name  of)  83,  84,  148,  175,  178^ 
191, 19a 

Exchange.     See  Newcastle. 

Excommunication,  38a 

Executions. — Armstrong,  Dodde,  Charl- 
ton, and  Noble,  193-4.  Bayles,  225. 
at  Berwick,  303,  401.  Bumhall,  238. 
at  Darlington,  229.  Dudley,  208. 
Dunbar's  son,  113.  at  Durham.  See 
Durham.  Derwentwater,  350.  Erdulph, 
25.  at  Ferryhill,314.  Gateshead.  See 
Gateshead.  Griffith,  Sa  Grey,  149, 
16a  Harcla,  108^.  John  Hall,  353, 
Kent,  (earl  of)  163.  Lisle,  Shafto, 
and  others,  194  at  London,  82a 
Lilbum,  280,  353.  at  Morpeth,  40a 
Northumbrian  pirates,  33.  Neville,  163. 
at  Newcastle.  See  Newcastle.  Parker, 
150.  Partrage,  211.  Ridley,  (bishop) 
20a  Seyton,  93.  Setoh's  soni^  112. 
R.  Thirkeld,  222.  Wallace,  98. 
Witch-finder,  282. 
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Explononi.     Sm  Collieriefu 

F. 

Faooaro,  Sir  Robert  84. 

Fain.     See  each  Town. 

Falstone  church,  202L 

Famines  41,  99,  124. 

Fam  Islands,  21,  24. 

Famham,  (bishoo)  73,  68,  153. 

FeatherstonhaugD,  (oame  of)  195,  316. 

Feats,  389,  397. 

Felling  house,  288. 

Felton,  (name  of)  118. 

Felton,  70, 267,  34a    Church,  201. 

Fenham,  329. 

Fenham,  (near  Lindisfame)  46. 

Fenwick,  (name  of)  lOfi,  215,  260,  267, 
272, 281,  285, 286,  289, 300,  328,  330, 
396,  397,  399, 403. 

Fenwick,  (North  Durham),  326L 

FenThill,  121,  269,  313. 

Fights,  (naval).     See  naval  engagements. 

Fights,  (land).     See  Battles. 

Finan,  (bishop),  20. 

Fmchale  priory,  27,  28^  66,  76,  77,  78, 
153, 166. 

Findem,  (Thomas),  97. 

FiBBS. — ^Alnwick,  70.  Berwick.  See 
Berwick.  Bambrough,  36.  Bishop- 
Wearmouth,  319.  Carham,  90.  Dur- 
ham. See  Durham.  Egg^leston,  410. 
Ford,  183, 207.  Fenham,  329.  Gates- 
head, 328,  369,  389.  Ounnerton,  390. 
Holy  Island,  31.  Hartlev,  408.  Hag- 
gerston,  250.  Haltwhistfe,  232.  Hea- 
leyside,  38a  Hexham,  90,  95.  Har- 
tlepool, 41,  46,  99.  Jarrow,  40,  41. 
Killingworth,  406.  Lambley,  90.  Mit- 
ford,  70,  84.  Morpeth,  74,  324.  Nor- 
ham,  35.  Newcastle.  See  Newcastle. 
North  Gosforth,  355.  Newhouse,  42, 
40a  Ravensworth,  373.  Ryton,  90. 
Rothbury»  319.  South  Shields,  406. 
Staindrop,  259.  Sunderland,  393,  323. 
Stockton,  103,  323.  Wark  (near),  87. 
Wreigh.hill,U9?  Wooler,35a  Wark- 
worth,  60. 

Fire  Engines,  307,  389. 

Fishbum,  (county  Durham)  403. 

Fish,  (ring  found  in)  209, 

Fisheries,  63,  66,  81,  91,  315. 

Fitz  John  (Eustace)  59. 

Flambard,  (bishop)  52-3. 

Flatts.     See  Allan's  flatts. 

Flemings,  63,  87. 107-1 10. 

Flodden,  183-8. 

Floods. — In  the  Coquet,  414.  Cor,  294. 
at  Sheldon  Lough,  335,  in  the  Tees, 
257.  Tyne,  116,  118»  193  304,  368, 
379,  414.  Wansbeck,  393.  Wear, 
279,  313,  324,  339,  366. 

Flower,  (Ann)  382. 

Fonts,  294,  370, 895. 

Foola,  (domestic)  226, 256; 


Foot  race,  397. 

Forcer,  Tprior)  134. 

Forces  (levied).     See  Airmyi. 

Forest  of  Teesdale,  304. 

Ford.— CasUe,  85,   100,   137,   18S,    189, 
207.     Church,  201. 

Fordham,  (bishop)  136. 

Forfeited  lands.     See  Attainders. 

Forgers,  211,413. 

Foiges,  (Iron)  74. 

Forater,  (name  of)   212,  215^  222,  223, 
242,  297,  .^05,  333, 347. 

Fortifications. — CasUea,  Alnmouth,  16, 
100?  Alnwick.  See  Alnwick.  Ay- 
don,  78,  100?  Barnard's  castle.  Seer 
Barnard's  castle.  Bambrough.  See 
Bambrough.  Berwick.  See  BerwiciL 
Belsay,  100.  Blenkinsop,  115.  Bothal, 
106,  1 18, 1 19.  Bishop  Auckland.  See 
Auckland,  Bishop.  Bishop  Middleham, 
78,  95,  100  ?  Bywell,  214.  Caphea. 
ton,  299.  Cartington,  160?  271.  Com- 
hiU,  137.  Dilston,  248,  347.  Dunsta»- 
borough.  See  Dunstanbrough.  Durham. 
See  Durham.  Etal,  188.  Ford.  See 
Ford.  Heaton,  91,  344?  Hsggerston, 
250.  Harbottle,  6^,  96,  100,  102,  142. 
188.  Hilton,  33,  389.  Langley,  193. 
Lumley,  140,  148,  249.  Mitford,  40^ 
70,  71,  83,  84,  100?  118,  Morpeth 
54,70,100?  129,197.  Newcastle.  See 
Newcastle,  (casile  of ).  Norham.  See 
Norham.  Otterbum,  97,  100?  138. 
Prudhoe,  62,  96,  73,  100?  147.  Ral^. 
See  Raby.  Ravensworth,  35a  Streat- 
lam,  151,  218,  3.37.  Stockton.  See 
Stockton.  Thirlvrall,  133.  Tweed- 
mouth.  6a  Tynemouth.  See  Type- 
mouth.  Wark.  See  Wark.  Waik- 
worth,  105, 147,  202,  203.  Walworth, 
24&  Widdrington,  24?.  WiUimotes 
wick,  209,  :^09.  Witton,  (Durham), 
14a  Witton,  (Northumberland),  153, 
286.  Witton  Shiels,  245. 
Camps,— at  Birks,  260.  at  Harehaqgfa, 
19.  at  Heddoii-law,  261.  Lamberton, 
355.  Quarrington  Hill,  269.  Stella 
Haugh,  262 

Defbnbite  Bridges, — Haydon,  193;. 
Tyne.  See  Newcastle.  Warkworth,  212: 
FoKTS. — On  the  Roman  Wall,  lU  at 
Bishopton,  67.  Clifford's  Fort,  265, 303, 
312,  366.  Half  moon  battery,  27a  near 
Hepple,  10.  at  Norham  church,  100. 
Shield-field  fort,  279.  South  Shields, 
265,  26a  Upsetlington,  100. 
Peels.— Staward,  137.  Bower,  388. 
Hebbum  House,  28a 
TowEES_Benwell,  203.  Coniadiffe^  82. 
Dalden,  218,  3ia  Fowbeny,  192. 
Gainford,  82.  Ludworth,  153.  Lid* 
dell,  120.  Rutchester,  25\  StantoOp 
296.  Scremerston,  79,  100? 
Walls  of  Town& — See  Berwid^  Dur* 
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Irnrn,  Hartlepool,  and  Newcastle,  (walls 
^  of).     Red  Hall  in  Berwick,  8S. 
Forth,  (The).     See  Newcastle. 
Fossour,  (prior)  73, 
Fountain  at  Durham,  372. 
Fourstanes,  79, 80. 
Fowbeiry  tower,  192. 
Fox,  (Geoige)  286, 289. 
Fox,  bishop  ,  136, 170,  172-7. 
Fox.     See  Natural  history. 
Framlington  church,  201. 
FremwelJgate,  211,  286,  396,  53,  101  ? 
Franciscans,  76,  77,  93,  1 15. 
Franklyn,  (name  of)  189, 191. 
Free  masons,  373,  SSa 
Freemen.     See  Newcastle,  (Freemen,  of) 
Fresbom,  (Ralph)  73. 
Friars.    See  under  each  denomination. 
Friends.     See  Quakers. 
Frosts,  68,  39, 130,  315. 
Fmitfulness  of  a  Scotswoman,  253. 
FuDeral  solemnities,  338. 
Furniture,  (curious),  298,  416. 

G. 

Gainford,  (church)  200,  tower,  82. 

GaUalee,  (Thomas)  392. 

Gaols.    See  Durham,  Newcastle,  and  Mor- 
peth. 

Gardiner,  (Ralph)  of  Chirton,  282. 

Games,  291. 

Garter,  order  of  the,  117. 

Garth,  (Sir  Samuel)  356. 

OiiTEsHSAii. — Alms  house,  376.  Annex- 
ed to  Newcastle,  208.  Ancient  history, 
13,43,44  Bridge  repaired,  182.  Blue- 
stone,  21&  Charters  &c.,  61, 137, 216, 
Clayering,  James,  at,  334.  Companies 
o(  209,  220,  230,  292,  295,  301, 
Churches,  44,  85,  200,  283,  291,  292, 
298,  301,  317,  333,  346,  357,  372,  891, 
396.  The  Coles  of,  336.  Executions, 
229.  Escape,  (remarkable)  373,  Fox  at, 
290.  Freemasons  in,  383.  Fires,  328, 
369,389.  Gateshead  house,  352.  Gate 
on  bridge,  taken  possession  of,  149. 
Goyemment  of,  98,  216,  292.  House 
of  Correction,  2l6w  Hospital,  246. 
Miscellaneous,  275,  31^  317.  Monas- 
teries,20,6a  Market,  2ia  Meeting  in, 
301.  Park  house,  361.  Petition  from, 
264.  Poor  house,  376.  Plagues,  231, 
252, 257,  266, 273,  297.  ScotflT  forces  at, 
270.  Schools,  216, 333.  Seals,  61, 292, 
357.  Tollbooth,  216,  Twenty-four  of, 
displaced,  219.  Trade  of,  129,  137? 
Tokens,  .HOI.     Witches  in,  233. 

Gateshead  fell,  40,  79. 
Gaveston,  (Piers)  95. 
George  I.,  305,  346-7.     II,  324,  366,  381, 
409. 

Oiantsw    at  Corbridge,  294.    at  Newcastle, 

409 
Gibbet,  334. 


Gibside  house,  250. 

Gibson,  (name  of)  210,  301. 

Gilbert,  a  kinsman  of  Walchcr,  33. 

Gilpin,  (Bernard)  214,  221). 

Glanton,  antiquities  at,  3j4. 

Glanville,  (Ranulph  de)  62,  63. 

Glass  first  used,  21.     made  at  Newcastle, 

240. 
Glass  houses,  406. 
Godric,  (Saint)  2& 
Gosforth,  201.     Church,  201. 
Gosforth,  (north)  Chapel,  355. 
Gospatric  of  Newcastle,  58. 
Gospels,  (book  of  the)  24     Society  for 

the  propogation  of)  406. 
Grammar  Schools.     See  each  Town. 
Grand  Allies,  367. 
Grange,  (the)  near  Darlington,  405. 
Great  Aycliffe.     See  Ayclifie. 
Greatham,  161,     Hospital,  78,  200,  246. 
Grecian  princes  at  Newcastle,  373. 
Greenrig,  a  rendezvous  of  the  rebels,  347* 
Gregory,  (king)  32. 
Grey,  (name  of)  73,  78,  100,  105,  149, 

160,  162,  163,  178,  247,  272. 
Grey's  Chorographia,  130, 141,  27a 
Greystead  church,  202. 
Greystang,  (John  de)  87. 
Greystock,  (lords)  129,  147,  150. 
Grindon  church,  200. 
Grindstones,  256L 
Guagy,  (Robert  de)  344. 
Gunnerton,  390. 

Guthred,  (king  of  Northumbria)  32. 
Gyrwy.    See  Jarrow. 

tt 

Habxtancum,  364,  370. 
Hadrian,  emperor  of  Home,  12. 
Haggerstone  castle,  250. 
Haggerstone,  (name  of)  260»  319. 
Hail  Storms.     See  Storms. 
Hainault,  (Sir  John)  107,  HO. 
Halfdene  the  Dane,  31,  32. 
Haliburton,  (Ralph  de)  92. 
Hall,  (name  of)  287,  353,  385. 
HaUidon  hill,  113,  211. 
Haltwellsweire,  209. 
Haltwhistle,  68,  232,  350,  416.     Church, 

202,  350,    Tower,  233. 
Hamond,  (exploit  of)  47. 
HampstOMl,  (John)  lOl. 
Hamsteriey,  298.     Church,  200. 
Hanging.     See  Executions. 
HarbotUe  casUe,  62,  96,  100  ?   102,  142, 

188. 
Harbottle,  (name  oQ  177>  401. 
Harda,  (Andrew  de)  103, 104. 
Hardrada,  (king)  39. 
Hardunt  the  Dane,  33. 
Harehaugh,  (camp  at)  19. 
Harle,  (Jonathan  M.  D.)  371. 
Hainham  hall,  344.    Moor,  356. 
Hardwick,  226. 
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HarratoD,  309. 

Hart,  219.  Churcb,  200,  219.  Estate, 
383. 

Hartbum  church,  201,  375, 396. 

Hartley,  392,  408,  414. 

Hartlepool.^-Charters,  &c,  67»  227. 
Church,  200,  303,  357,  300,  370.  Cus- 
toms, 312.  FuLBS  in,  41,  96,  99, 
Houses  id,  bequeathed,  71*  Murder 
at,  366.  Monastery,  18,  20,  33,  41,  76. 
Mayors,  97-8,  227.  Markets,  &a,  67> 
227.  MilitaiT  transactions,  105,  119, 
272,  280.  Plundered,  29,  96,  115. 
Pirates  at,  281.  Part  of,  in  ca  Northum- 
berland, 197.  Plague  in,  223.  Petition 
from,  280.  BfSiDBNTS,  (remarkable)  97. 
School,  408.  Storm  at,  408.  Troops 
land,  63.  Tokens,  302.  Trade,  &&, 
91,105,115,  119,  120,  127,  164,  170. 
248,  257,  284,  312.     Walls  of,  115. 

Harvest,  (bad)  304. 

Haslerigg,  (name  of)  280^  283,  284,  285, 
293,  297,  300. 

Hasting  the  Dane,  33. 

Hatfield,  (bishop)  119-136. 

Hauboth,  (name  of)  160. 

Haydon  bridge,  103,  150,  188,  193,  194. 
Church,  202. 

Heath,  (name  of)  62,  53,  214,  226,  257, 
265. 

Heathured,  (bishop)  29. 

Heaton  halt  344.  ?  Castle,  91,  344. 
Chapel,  91. 

Hebbum,  43,  288,  401.     Qurch,  201. 

Heddon  Law,  261. 

Heddon-on-the-Wall,  267.     Church,  201. 

Hedgeley^moor,  161. 

Hedle^,  342. 

Hedmn  streams,  157. 

Hedworth,  43. 

Hedworih,  (name  of)  309. 

Hegge,  (Robert)  252. 

Heighington,  23.     Church,  23. 

Heighington,  (name  of),  125. 

Hell  Kettles,  64, 

Henknoll,  355. 

Henley,  (name  of)  136. 

Henry  I.,  63-106.,  II.  59-75.,  III.  58-197. 
IV.,  142.  148.  V.  141-150,  \<L,  161., 
VIII%  70,  129,  170^205. 

Henry,  (prince  of  Scotland),  55-6. 

Henzell,  (name  of)  240. 

Heppetb  gate  head,  215. 

Hepple,  (fort  near)  10. 

Heptarchy,  (The  Saxon)  15,  16,  17-29. 

Hercules,  (altar  to)  294. 

Herebert  and  Edelbald,  26. 

Hermitages,  21,  105,  106. 

Hermits,  153,  161, 181. 

Heron,  (name  of)  85,  140. 

Herring.     See  Natural  history. 

Herrington,  268. 

Hesilden.     See  Monk  Hesilden. 

Hesleyside,  388. 


Heslop,  (name  oQ   325,  366. 

Hewitt,  (name  of)  343. 

Heworth  church,  200. 

Hexham. — Alfwold  buried  at,  27. 
Battles  near,  17,  162.  Bailiff  of,  193. 
Church,  original,  and  monastery,  22, 
53,  89,  90,  120,  137,  361.  Present 
church,  55,  90,  202,  251,  272, 319,  361, 
362, 396.  Execution  at,  194.  Fires 
in,  90,  95,  214.  Fenwick,  (colonel),  of, 
272.  Fairs,  403.  Grammar  school, 
234.  Monastery.  See  church.  Mis- 
cellaneous, 319.  Manor  office,  272. 
Natiybs,  22.  Rebel  earls  fly  to,  214. 
Rebels  of  1715  at,  348.  Rejoicings, 
362,  397.  Spared  by  the  Scots,  120. 
Seat  house  in,  336. 

Hexham,  bishopric  and  bishops  of,  23,  25- 
33. 

Hexham,  shire  of,  214. 

Hieu,  or  St.  Bega,  18. 

Higbald,  (bishop)  27. 

Hilda,  (Saint)  18,20. 

Hilton,  268,  415.    Castle,  33,  389. 

Hilton,  (name  oO  33,  46, 125.. 

Hiring,  133. 

Histories,  130,  141,  278,  379,  383. 

HoUis,  (name  of)  325. 

Holmside,  329. 

Holy  Island.  (For  its  previous  history  see 
Lindisfame.)  46;  48, 49,  57,  58.  Church 
201.  Port  of,  105.  Castle,  280,  348, 
353. 

Holystone,  17,  19.     Church,  201. 

Homildon  hill,  145-6. 

Hopping,  415. 

Hornby,  (alderman)  333,  399. 

Homcastre,  (Henry  de)  89. 

Horse.    See  Natunil  history. 

Horsley  (name  of)  184, 192,  272,  374. 

Horsley,  358. 

Horsley  (Long)  church,  200,  296. 

Horton,  (co.  of  Northd.)  church,  201. 

Horton  grange,  357* 

Horton,  (county  Durham)  43. 

Horton,  (prior)  72. 

Hospitals,  152,  246,  294,  313,  325,  361, 
377. 

Hostmen.    See  Newcastle  companies. 

Hougher,  roffice  of)  336. 

Houghton^e-Skeme,  church,  200. 

Houghton-le-Spring,97,214,  231,  294, 311, 
Church,  97,  200,  214,  220  221,  229,  294. 

Housesteads,  (ruins  at)  12. 

Howard,  (name  oQ  183,  184-200,  244, 245 
287,  329. 

Howden  (in  Tynedale)  195. 

Howden,  (name  of)  118. 

Howick  church,  201. 

Howson,  (bishop)  252.  253, 

Huhie  park,  364.     Abbey,  72. 

Humthaugh,  church,  202. 

Hungar  and  Hubba,  30. 

Hunsdon,  (lord)  210. 
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Hanttanworth,  309.      Church,  200,  309, 

340. 
HuDter,  (name  of)  383. 
Honwicke  moor,  295. 
Hurworth  church,  201. 
Hutton,  (name  of)  224,  230,  31 1. 
Button,  357 

I. 

Ice.     See  Frosts. 

Ida,  king  of  Bemicia,  15.  16. 

Ilderton  church,  201. 

Ingleton,  345. 

Ingram  church,  201. 

Inns,  only  four  to  sell  wine,  208. 

Inroads.     See  Invasions. 

Insula,  (bishop)  Kobert  de,  78-9. 

Insurrections.     See  Rebellions. 

Inundations.     See  Floods. 

Intasions.— By  the  Danes,  27, 28,  .SO,  31, 
33,  .35,  37.  By  the  Deirans  16.  By  the 
English,  12,  13,  41,  45,  52,  54,  62,  63, 
87,  92,  95;  96,  101,  102,  112,  115,  124? 
127,  130,  133,  136,  136,  147,  148,  157, 
167,  204,  205,  209,  260.  by  the  Mer. 
cians,  19.  by  the  Romans,  10.  by  the 
Saxons,  15.  by  the  Scots,  13,  14,  23, 
32,  34,  37,  40,  41,  43,  47,  53,  54,  55,  56, 
«2,  63,  70,  71,  73,  87,  S9,  90,  91,  95,  96, 
97,  98,  99,  100,  102,  103,  105,  107,  110, 
115,116,117,  120,  127,  133,  135,136, 
137,  139,  142,  145,  147,  148,  l49,  150, 
151.  163,  157,  160,  167,  172,  182,  191, 
192,  207,  209,  254,  260,  261,  366,  278, 
348. 

Inyention  by  Mr.  Bird^  402. 

lona,  monks  from,  18. 

Iron.     See  Natura)  History. 

IrOD  works,  313. 

Ishndsbire,  243. 

Isle,  (county  of  Durham)  305, 328. 

J. 
James,  (bishop)  245. 
James*  of  Scotland,  150-1,  164,  168,  172, 

175,  182,  191,  203-4,  212,  242. 
James  L  of  England,  53,  70,  78,  191,  214, 

242-259.     II.,  316-325. 
JABBOW.—Monastery,  22,  23,  28,30,31, 

38,  41,  43,  44,  46,  52.     Village,  359, 

364,   416.      Church,    253,    369,    416. 

Slake,  326. 
Jennison,  (name  of)  237,  243. 
Jesroond  hospital,  125, 182  ?.    Village,  182. 
Jesters.     See  Fools. 
John,  (king)  50-71,  344. 
John'to  (St)  Lodge,  373. 

K. 
Keels,  237,  327,  413. 
Keelmeo,  287,  300,  330,  332,  340,  341, 

349,  412,  413. 
Kellawe,  (bishop)  95,  96, 
Kelloe  church,  168,  200. 


Kemmeispeth,  215. 

Kenton,  334. 

Kenulf,  king  of  Mercia,  29. 

Kepyer,  52. 53,  57, 62,  150,  214,  226,  252. 

Killingworth,  6a  152, 340, 348, 406. 

Kiloe,  182.     Church  of,  58,  201. 

King'b  Meadows,  270. 

Kirkharle,  167.     Chuich,  167,  202. 

Kirkhauffh  church,  202. 

Kirkleatham,  300. 

Kirkley,  392. 

Kirknewton  church,  201. 

Kirkwhelpington  church,  202, 37^  375. 

Knarsedaie  church,  202. 

Knox,  (John)  207. 

L. 

Lacey,  (name  of)  loa 

Lambert,  (general)  292. 

Lambton,  359. 

Lambton,  (name  of)  229,  258,  295,  357, 
360. 

Lamesley  church,  200.  246. 

Lake  at  Sheldon,  335. 

Lambley  churdi,  202.    Convent,  90. 

Lancaster  and  York^  wars,  97, 100-3. 

Lanchester  diuich,  200, 355, 350.  Village, 
354, 36L 

Langdale,  (name  of)  277* 

Langley,  (bishop)  60, 147-16?. 

Langley  barony,  103.     Castle,  193. 

Lawrence,  (Rev.  John)  376. 

Law  against  papists  and  noDJuron^  411. 

Lawson,  (name  of)  393. 

Lead.    See  Natural  histoiy. 

Lee  penny,  274* 

Leoiwin,  (ardideaeon)  43. 

Leonard's  (St)  hospital,  202. 

Lesbury  church,  201. 

Leslie,  (name  of)  261, 266, 269. 

Liberty  of  the  Press,  374. 

Libraries.     See  Durham  and  Newcastle. 

Liddell  tower,  120. 
.  J^iddell,  (name  of)  266,  273,  359,  367,  370. 
396L  401. 

Light  houses,  300,  303. 

Lilbum,  (name  of)  105, 133, 183,  259, 280, 
286,  290,  294, 296,  297,  304,  309,  359. 

Lime  trees.     See  Natural  history. 

LiNDiSFABNF,  (bishop  of)  18, 20,.21, 22,  23, 
24,  25,  26,  27,  29,  20.  Church  of,  18, 
20,  21,  25,  26,  27,  28,  31,  32,  41,  4ft—. 
For  its  subsequent  history,  See  Holy 
Island. 

Linton,  (George)  295. 

Lisle,  (name  of)  60,  178,  191, 194. 

Literary  and  Philosophical  society,  402. 

Liulph  assasiiiated,  43. 

Llovd,  (Sir  R.)  318. 

Lodge,  (name  oQ  408. 

Lodges  of  Freemasons,  373, 383. 

Longevity,  (instances  oO  at  Bishop  Auck- 
land, 386.    Baity,  31  a     Brantingham, 

290.     DUCX£TT,  196.  HUTCHJMSON,  266, 
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320.  KiPLiN,  XU.  OuLE,  407.  Pea- 
cock, 3:^8.  Porteous,  1H8.  Roufledge, 
338.  TuRNBULL,  413.  Walton,  357- 
Ward,  357. 

Long  Benton.     See  Benton,  (Long) 

Longhorsley.     See  Honley,  (Long) 

Longboughton  church,  201. 

Long  Newton.     See  Newton,  ( Long), 

Loraine,  (name  of)  167* 

Lords  lieutenant,  199,  293,  299,  303^  304, 
358,  402. 

Lowick  church,  58,  20L 

Lucker  church.  201. 

Lucy,  (name  of )  162. 

Ludworth  tower,  153.     IVIanor,  153,  355. 

Lumley  castle,  140,  248,  269.  Village, 
253,  267,  325. 

Lumley.  (name  of)  140, 175, 181, 198,  227, 
230,  248,  321,  358. 

M. 

Maben  and  others  executed,  413. 

Machines.     See  Engines. 

Mietae  (the)  subdued  by  Agricola.  11. 

Magazine  on  Tyne  bridge,  284. 

Magdalen  hospital,  53. 

Magistrates.     See  each  Tovni. 

Magnus  the  Red-mane,  157. 

Maiden's  bower,  366. 

Maire,  (name  of )  214,  226L 

Maison-de-dieu,  148. 

Malcolm,  38,  41,  42,  45,  47,  48, 61. 

Malvoisin,  a  wooden  castle,  49. 

Man,  (laiige)  409. 

Manners^  (name  of )  105, 162. 

Manny,  rSir  Walter)  128. 

Mansion-house.     See  Newcastle. 

Manslaughter,  285. 

March,  (Rev.  John)  325. 

Marches,  (the  various)  208, 212,  215, 223, 
232,  237. 

Mariners,  master.  See  Newcastle,  (Trini- 
ty house. 

Marisco^  (bishop,  Richard  de)  71- 

Markets. — Darungton,  329.  Durham. 
See  Durham.  Haydok-bridqe,  103. 
Hartlepool,  67,  227.  Haltwhistle,  68. 
MiTFORD,  66L  Morpeth,  66^  329.  Nor- 
ton, 59,  Newbiggin,  68,  86.  North 
Shields,  286.  Newcastle.  See  New- 
castle. Stockton,  94.  Sedgefield,  96. 
Sunderland,  257. 

Market  crosses,  94,  329, 345, 376. 381, 386, 

Marley,  (name  of)  266,  270,  271,  293,  295. 

Marmaduc,  (Richard  de)  101. 

Marriages,  17,  19,  28,  111,  168,  175,  291, 
383. 

Martin,  (friar)  76. 

Mary,  (queen)  70,  195,208,  210,213,  218. 

Maiy-le-bow.     See  Durham, 

Masons.     See  Freemasons. 

Mathew,  (bishop)  230-245. 

Maud,  (queen)  55-57. 

Mayors.     See  each  town. 


Medomsley  church,  201. 

Meeting  houses.     See  each  place. 

Meldon,  33«.     Ch  urch,  20 1 .         ^ 

Melsonby,  Tprior)  72. 

Members  or  parliament     See  each  place. 

Merchants.     See  Newcastle  companies. 

Mercia,  (Kenulf  king  of)  29. 

Merlay,  (barons  of  Morpeth)  54,  66. 

Merrington,  121.     Church,  57,  200,  314. 

Meteors.    See  Natural  History. 

Methodists,  407,  408,  409. 

Middleham.     See  Bishop  Middleham. 

Middleton  in  Teesdale,  404. 

Middleton,  (low)  169. 

Middleton,  (name  of)  99, 100. 

Middleton  church,  200. 

Middleton  St  GeiDige  church,  201. 

Middridge  grange,  344. 

Milbanke,  (name  of)  310. 

Militias,  336, 348, 39& 

Millfield,  15,  145,  183.  184. 

Mills,  90,  282,  286,  313,  315,369,  374, 

375,  387, 303,  394. 
Mills  the  murderer,  313. 
Mines.      See  collieries,  and  also   Natural 

history. 
Mints,  74,  75. 
Miracles,  34,  36,41,  42,  49,  51,  57,  59, 

60,  64,  65. 
Miraculous  escapea     See  Escapes. 
Mitford  castle,  40,  70,  71,  83,  100?  118. 

Church,  201.     Hospitals,  53.     Village, 

66,83,84,118. 
Mitford,  (name  of)  40,  53,  118, 140,  160, 

230,  372. 
Monasteries,  &c.     See  each  place. 
Monasteries  surrendered.  203. 
Monk,  (general)  292. 
Monkhesilden  church,  200,  230. 
Monks,  visits,  labours  &c.,  of )  17,  18, 19, 

20,  21,  28,  32,  41,  4a 
Monkchester.     See  Newcsstle. 
Monkseaton  and  Monkstone,  102. 
Monkton,  25,  43. 
Monkweannouth.  See      Wearmouth, 

(Monk). 
Montagu,  (name  of)  116,  358,  367. 
Monteigne,  (bishop)  252. 
Monuments,  (funeral)  226, 230,  297. 
Moors,  223,  243,  247,  295. 
Morcar,  eari  of  Northumbria,  39. 
Morevill,  (baron)  56. 
Morland,  (name  of)  342. 
Morpeth,  66,  70,  100?  172,  178,  206,  207, 

208,  210,  213,  244,  285,  324,  329,  337, 

345,  348,  370,  371,  374,  375,  383,  386, 

388,  393,  399,  401,  408.     Castle  of,  54, 

70,  129,  197,  206.     Church,  201,  374, 

387,471.    Bridge,  393. 
Mortalities.     See  Plagues  and  Famines. 
Morton,  (name  of )  97. 
Moss-troopers,  96,  100,  101, 163, 167,  193, 

197,  232,  237,  278,  279,  281,  409. 
Mourning.     See  Funeral  Obsequies. 
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Mowbny,  (name  of)  47,  49,  50,  118. 

Muggleswick  church,  193, 200. 

MuKDEES. — Bj  Araowsmith,  23].  At 
Bbadlet,  356  At  Berwick,  410. 
Ck>Fsi,  42.  Ethelred,  28.  By  Frap- 
FAKT,  326.  Featheratonhaagh,  1 5  . 
Of  Fonter,  333.  Of  Farding,  366. 
At  Fishburn,  403.  Harkison  188. 
At  Haltwhiatle,  233.  At  Hilton.  415. 
LoEAiNB,  167.  Liulph,  43.  Marica- 
jmc,  101.  By  Maddison,  327.  Bj 
Mills,  313,  Near  Newrrough,  402. 
OftDeLRY,  189.  Osred,  25«  Ofifa,  26. 
Oswnlf,  26.  Oswald,  27-2a  Osred. 
28.  Osulf,  42.  Rascuffe,  190,  Six 
Kings,  25.  Stephen  the  baker,  84. 
Shaip,  169.  Stevenson,  170.  Swen- 
na,  248.  Selby,  258.  By  Smithson, 
303.  Smailes,  303.  By  Tats,  237- 
By  three  men,  252.  Walghrr,  44. 
Whittingham,  244.  Walker,  253. 
Widdrington,  389. 

Mnnain,  brought  from  Fiance,  79* 

Mnsgraye,  (name  of)  134. 

Mutinies.     See  Riots. 

My  Lord  'Sice,  370. 

N. 
Nativis  (eminent). — Alnwick,  (Martin 
oO  78.  (William  of)  1 1 1.  Allan,  404. 
Baylb,  73.  Bayles,  225.  Berwick, 
(John  of)  105.  Brand,  156.  Bartlett, 
253.  Basire,  307.  Blackett,  310,  336, 
362.  Bee,  341.  Byerly,344.  Bowes, 
218,387,361.  Bellasyse,  355.  Baker, 
359,  400.  Browne,  373.  Bourne,  377. 
Cole,  336.  Glavering,  334,  380. 
Coates,  357.  Conyers,  369.  Chandler, 
373.  OuNB  ScoTus,  76,  93.  Darling. 
ton,  (John  of )  83.  Denham,  180.  Dyn- 
ley,  laa  Dayenport,  306.  .  Duck,  325. 
Delava),  338.  Elstob,  345.  Eden, 
857,  368.  Fbbsborn,  73.  Fenwick, 
272,  289.  328.  Featherstonhaugh,  316. 
Gibson,  210.  Orey,  278.  Gardiner, 
282,  Garth,  356.  Euertifol,  97.  Hegge, 
252,  Hall,  287,  a5a  Harle,  370.  Hon- 
ley,  374.  Hutton,  311.  Jackson, 
251.  LiLBURN,  290,  297.  Lloyd, 
dl&  Lumley,  358.  Liddell,  359, 
401.  Lambton,  360.  Lawrence,  376. 
Lodge,  408.  Milban&b,  310.  March, 
325.  Morland,  342.  Montagu,  358. 
Newcastle,  (Hugh  of)  76.  Nicholson, 
368.  Ord,  414.  PiGG,  206.  Payne, 
392.  Place,  368.  Ridley,  208,  393. 
Ru8hworth,324  Robson,  350.  Rymer, 
377.  Rudd,  37a  Sharp,  294.  Smith, 
212,  845.  Swinburne,  338.  Shaftoe, 
372,  407.  Ttnevouth,  (John  de)  130. 
TbirkeM,  222.  Trollop,  250, 286, 291 . 
Tempest,  388.  Vame,  342,  379.  Wal- 
ker, 353.  Whittell,  374.  Wood,  367. 
Wycliffe,  150. 


Naval  engagements,  33,  412. 

Natural  Histort. — Zoology.*  Wolves, 
97.  Bears,  179.  Sleuth  hound,  193. 
Deer,  304.  Giant,  409.  Sheep,  904, 
316.  Horse,  312,  401.  Cow,  411. 
Skeleton  at  Corbridge,  294.  Fox,  896. 
Serpents,  213.  Monsters,  213, 340,  409, 
411.  Whales,  &c.,  118,  197,  396.  414. 
Ornithology.  Ducks,  245,  334.  Black- 
bird, 306.  Cuckoo,  306.  Eagle,  379. 
Ichthyology.  Sturgeon,  118.  Salmon, 
209.  Herring,  233.  Pike,  335.  Botany, 
256,  291, 304,  384.  Geology.  CoaL 
See  Collieries.  Silver,  72.  Lead,  152, 
161,334.  Iron,  74.  Lime,  253.  Salt, 
169.  Stone,  256.  Volcanic  craters,  &c 
64,  65.  Celestial  Phenomena.  Stars, 
&&,  14,37,77,79, 145,308,312.  Eclipse, 
329.  Meteoric  appearances,  21 8»  324. 
Storms.     See  Storms. 

Navigation,  338,  340,  341,  36a 

Neile,  (bishop)  249. 

Nesham,  17. 

Netherwitton  church,  201.    House,  299. 

Neville,  (name  of)  100-105,  116, 121,  123, 
139,  150, 167,  210,  218,  248,  286. 

Neville's  Cross,  123. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea,  68,  86,  94,  105, 
114,126,201. 

Newbrough,  202,  402. 

Newburn,  26,  341,  368,  896.    Church,  42, 

201,  262. 
Newcastle. — 

Accidents.— 116,  274,  277,  374,375, 
378,  409-10,  412.  Addresses  from,  319, 
339,341.  Alms  house,  196.  Anderson 
place,  77,  275.     Anecdotes,  209,253, 

275,  370.  Apprentices,  199,  253,  279. 
Armorial  bearings,  &&,  141,  216.  Artil- 
lery yard,  377.  Assembly  house,  316, 
Assault,  403.  Ballast  hills,  253, 
Black  gate,  see  Castle.  Branks,  284, 
BRiDGES^Tyne,  13, 62,74, 1 18, 131, 149, 
153,  155,  159,  177,  182,  198,209,216, 
217,  243,  247,  284,  326,  377.  Barrea 
Bridge,  286.  Shields  road,  300.  Glass 
house,  300.  Castle,  45,  46, 54,  60,  69, 
74,  86,  87,  93, 94, 95,  96, 100?  102, 103, 
104, 110?  126, 127, 130, 133?  164, 169? 
194,  234,  250.  251,  260,  261,  270,  273, 
277,  378, 390.  Chapels,  (ancient)  162, 
248,  284,  307,  377,  (modern)  303,  320, 
368,  408.  Charters,  &c.,  61,  64,  69,  70, 
72,  75,  86,  91,  97,  101,  HI,  117,  118, 
129,  136,  141,  142,  157,  205,  224,  238, 
244,316,  320.  Churches— Sl  Nicho- 
las',  47,  71,  103,  129,  130,  149,  151, 
152,  154,  158,  164^,  168,   178?   192, 

202,  216,  248,  245,  246,  248,  249,  252, 
254,  261,  270,  271, 278,  279, 283,  285, 
310,  336,  337,  361, 362,  366,  375,  377, 
380,  381,  386,  388,  393,  39a  Sainl 
Andrew's  71,  202,  243,261,271,274, 

276,  282, 286,  287,  307,  321,  326,  329, 
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Newcastle..^ 

335,  336,  347,  352, 363,  380, 396,  St 
John's,  71,  85,  802,  225,  234,  258,  337, 
341,  359,  392,  396,  407,  413.  All 
Saints,  71,  85,  149,  152,  153, 197,  202, 

244,  251,  252,  293,  294,  321,  341,  377, 
390,  41  &  Cloak,  (Newcastle)  283. 
Coal  and  its  connections,  81, 105, 125, 
129,  137,  172,  197,  282.  Coins,  To- 
kens, &&,  74s  301.  Companies,  (incor- 
porated) Bowyers,  159.    Butchers,  188, 

251,  Bakers,  &c.,  188,  222.  Barber 
Surgeons,  156.  Bricklayers,  158,247, 
307, 343.  Coopers,  151.  Cordwainers, 
155,  188.  Cutlers,  231.  Cooks,  189, 
Colliers,  &c.,  287.  Feltmakers,  206. 
Fullers,  &&,  166,  188.  Free  Porters, 
194w  Furbishers,  189.  Fletchers,  189. 
Goldsmiths,  197.  Girdlers,  189.  Host- 
men,  233,  237,  310,  319,  330,  336,  363, 
405,  414.  House  Carpenters,  207. 
Joiners,  224.  Keelmen,  189.  Mer- 
chant Adventurers,  69,  70,  118,  188, 
234,  237.  Masons,  217,  247.  Mettors, 
247.  Millers,  216.  Plumbers,  197. 
Ropers,  279.  Smiths,  153,  18a  Skin- 
ners, 154,  188.  Slaters,  15a  Saddlers, 
160,  18a  Shipwrights,  258,  354. 
Spicers,  189.  Sword  Slippers,  216. 
Spurriers,  287.  Scriveners,  305.  Trin- 
ity House,  169,  343,  368,  372,  406. 
Tailors,  188,  199.  Tannen,  188,  196. 
Upholsterers,  305.  Vintners,  207. 
Weavers,  193.  Wherrymen,  287. 
Waits,  309.  Black  friary  demised  to 
9  of  the  mysteries,  207.  Conservator- 
ship &C.  of  the  river,  101, 150,  157, 205, 

245,  253,  360.  Com  Market,  287. 
Coroners,  7-5.  County  of,  142,  281. 
Courto,  &C.,  84^  86,  142,  245,  249,  324. 
Crosses  in,  307,  319,  326,  33.3,  376. 
Customs,  Excise,  &c.,  81,  87, 118,  129, 
139,  164,  243,  376.  Customs,  (curious) 
199,  283,  291.  Custos  Rotulorum,  358. 
Deaths,  140,  151,  230,  276,  286,  325, 
375,  380.  Disfranchisement,  40a 
Drought,    72.       Eaels  of,  &c.,   251, 

252,  255,  260,  265,  266,  268,  269,  273, 
295,  312,  325.  Eccentric,  406.  En- 
gineer in,  345.  Engravings  done  in, 
320, 401.  Escape  from,  385.  Excur- 
sion to  Tynemouth,  370.  Fairs,  &c., 
169,  189,  193,  217,  248,  291,  326,  376, 
Famines  72,  99.  Feat  performed  at, 
897.  Fire  Engines,  307,  389.  Fires, 
71,  74,  125.  261,  267.  329,  361,  387, 
392,394,400,411.  Floods,  116,  118, 
414,  Forfeit  to,  358.  Forts  in,  270, 
279.  Fountains,  312,  333,  376.  Free- 
masons in,  373.  Freemen,  244,  283, 
287,  291,  293,  295,  297,  298,  303,  304, 
307,  319,  324,  40a  Free  porters.  See 
Companies.  Frosts,  130, 395.  Fune- 
ral Observancefl^  388.    Gaols,  243, 279. 


Newcastle. — 

See  also  Newgate  in  Walls.  GoTemora 
of,  210,  265,  275,  280,  283,  284,  286, 
293,  297,  298,  303.  Guildhall,  &c., 
249, 250,  261,  270,  286,  306.  366,  399, 
403.    Hall  of  Companies.     See  Com- 

Snies.  Houses,  (old)  218,  275,  291. 
ospitals,  312,  329,  377.  Hougher, 
(office  of)  386.  Ikquisitionb,  90,  96. 
James  11.,  Statue  of,  320.  Judge, 
mishap  of,  370.  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  397.  Keelmen,  &c,  286, 
329, 330,  332,  340,  341,  349,  393,  412, 
413.  LiBRAET,  (Thomlinson)  386. 
Literary  Society,  402.  Lodge  of  Ma- 
sons, 373.  Longevity,  407.  Lords 
Lieutenant,  303,  S^  402.     Magazine, 

284.  Mansion  house,  326,  373,  381. 
Manufactures,  240.  Markets.  See 
Fairs.  Marriage,  (curious)  292.  Mar- 
vellous escape,  3ia  Mayobs,  Corpora- 
tion, &C. — Lists  of  Mayors,  75,  143, 
172,  2.34.  (General  History),  69,  74, 75, 
77,  101, 110,  115-120, 139, 14M45, 149, 
152,  167,  172,  177,  178,  182,  188,  193, 
203-7,  209,  216,  217,  219,  224,  225, 
232-234,  242,  244-6, 249, 250, 253, 256, 
260,  261,  266,  266,  270-3,  278, 280, 281, 
283,  286-7,  291-3,  296-7,  300,306,  310, 
316,  318-21,  325^,  330,336-8, 341, 348, 
358,  363,  366,  370,  372,  377,  381,  383, 
387-9,  393,  399,  403;  406,  407,  412-14, 
Military  transactions,  62.  68,  73,  87,  89, 
90,  96,98, 102,  104,  110,  114-16,  126, 
128,  133,  137-8,  149,  168, 160,  1634, 
182,  204-5,  209-10.  249,  260,  263,  265- 
6-7,  269,  275, 278, 280, 284-5,  292,  34a 
Militias,  328,  398.  Mill,  28&  Mining 
concerns,  72,  263.  Mints  and  Minters, 
74,  197.     Miscellaneous,  100. 114,  208, 

285.  Monastic  houses,  46,  48,  53,  66, 
71,  76,  77,  78,  81,  84,  86,  93,  103, 114^ 
117, 130,  148,  152,  164,  158,  160,  166, 
170,  177,  192,  193,  196,  199,  204,  207, 
218,  222,  251,  275,  312,  339,  377. 
Monkchester,  30,  43.  Moor,  243,  282, 
358,  378,  392  Moothall,  409,  411. 
Natives,  &c.,  58,  60,  77,  93,  130,  140, 
151,  152,  153,  168,  209,  260,  272,  275, 
278, 291,  326,  345, 371,  404.  Newspa- 
pers,  342,  382,  390,  4I2L  Nonjurors, 
411.  Nuns' field,  159.  Orgams,  394. 
Occupied  by  Scots.  60,  264, 294.  Pan* 
DON  added  to,  91.  Pants  in,  312, 333, 
376.  Papists,  &c.,  41 1.  Parishes,  71. 
Parliament,  (members  oO  81,  89, 164, 
272,  279,  293,  296,  310,  336,  359,  363^ 
403,  417.     Petitions,  92, 101, 280, 281, 

286.  287, 289, 303.  Pillories,  325, 385. 
Plagues,  72,  99, 119, 148, 167,204,217, 
223,  225,  231,  246,  252,  257,  260,  274, 
297,  306.  Police  Office,  283.  Pons 
^lii,  13.  Printer,  taken  prisoner,  374. 
Prisoners  in,  63,  126,  127,  218>  245, 
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261,   284,   293.      Pioclamationg,  292, 

411.  Public  buildings  in,  77,  143,  153, 
192, 242,  248,  249,  250,  286, 287,  291, 
315.  Punishments,  28a  Quay,  24a 
Quarrel]  between  Judge  and  Ma^or,370L 
Racbb,  340,  358,  d7a  B^oicings, 
242,  275.  280,  284«  292,  362, 366,  381, 
382,  383, 397, 40%  409, 410.  Religious 
Beets,  285, 286, 287,  292.  Representa- 
tivefu  See  Parliament,  (members  of). 
Restrictions  for  the  sale  of  liquors,  208, 
Richmond  shilling,  30a  Riots,  &e., 
182,253,280,286,  321,340,341,998, 

412.  Robberies,  151,  243,  281,  400, 
41  a  Attempted,  354.  Schools,  192, 
336,  340, 341,  343, 377, 378»  393, 408. 
Soots  in  possession,  60, 264,  294.  Seal, 
117.  Sheriffs,  142, 14%  144,  145, 149, 
175, 224,  310.  Shield  field  fort,  279. 
Sieges,  20, 91,  138,  198,  267, 269, 327. 
Societies,  332,  340,  402.  Stotues  in, 
320,  377.  Storms,  72,  28,  279,  368, 
390,  391,  401,  406.  Suicides  in,  335, 
340,  406.  Summer  (wet)  near,  361. 
Surveyor  of,  306.  Tbade  of,  69, 70, 81, 
91,  105,  115,  116,  1(9,  120,  125,  126, 

129,  136,  137,  142,  151,  164,  169,  170, 
197,  205,  210,  217,  233,  237,  240,  245, 
257,263,265,303,808,327,36a  Tri- 
als, 359,  370,  378,  385.  408.  Trinity 
bouse.  See  Companies.  Tokens,  301. 
Tolls,  ISO.  Topham,  (T.)  in,  390. 
Vicars  and  Vicarsge,  251,  327,  336. 
Visits — of  Curtho6e»  55.  David,  54. 
Bishop  St  Barbara,  57.  WiUiam  of 
Scots,  68.  Jamea  IV.,  187,  John,  68, 
69.  Henry  IIL,  73,  76.  Earl  Percy, 
20&  Edward,  I.,  86,  87,  91,  92.  Ed- 
ward IL,  94,  96,  96,  lOa  Gaveston, 
95.  Earl  Surrey,  182.  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, 210.  Edward  III.,  114,  115, 116, 
126.  David  Bruce,  126.  Lord  Dacre, 
17a  Lord  Ruthven  and  others,  211. 
James  L,  245, 249.  Baliol,  114.  Henry 
IV.,  145.  Pr.  Rupert,  265.  James  of 
Scots,  151.  Henry  VL,  160.  Henry 
VIL,  169.  Queen  Margaret,  177. 
Edward  Seymour,  205.  Charles  I., 
255,  260,  261,  275,  ^  seq,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  280, 284  George  Pox,  286. 
290.  General  Lambert,  292.  General 
Monk,  292.  Grecian  Princes,  373. 
Rev.  John  Wesley,  407-9.  Walker 
Estate  forfeited  to,  35a  Wall  of,  50, 
51,    81,  85,  86,  89,  90,  91,   116,  118, 

130,  133  ?  138,  141,  146, 149,  151,  153, 
158,  166,  177.  193,  198,  199,  205,  216, 
217,  219,  224,  232,  238,  240,  243,  247, 
253,258,  260,  263,  267,269,274,275, 
270, 287, 309,  313,  337,  342,  348,  354, 
386,  392,  399,  402,  409,  410,  412,  413. 
Water  worits,  J26,  278,  312,  329,  333, 
376. 387.     Wesley,  Rev.  John  at,  407- 


408,  409.      Whipper,  (office  of)  336. 

Wine  sent  to,  100.   Witch  finder  in*  28L 
Newhouse,  408. 

Newminster  Abbey,  54,  56,  94,  178. 
Newspapers,  342,^382,  383,  390,  412. 
Newton,  139, 317^1359. 
Newton,  (long)  400.     Church  201. 
Nicholas,  (St.)  church.    See  N^voMiUe. 
Nicholas,  (St)  church.     See  DurfaaiQ. 
Nicholson,  (James  Esq.)  366. 
Ninebanks  church,  202. 
Noble,  (name  of)  193^ 
Nonjurors,  411. 
Norham,  55.     Castle,  53,  54,  55,  63,6^ 

70.79,85,  86,   100,   103,105,110^127, 

172,     182,    189,    199,  225^   243,   252. 

Church,  46, 100, 201,*207.  Forts  a^unat, 

100. 

Norhamshiie,  243. 

Normans,  40,  41,  44. 

North  Shields.     See  Slweldfl. 

NostTHUMBiKiJkMi). — Abiiay&  See  Iievief. 
Archdeacon  of  307.  Aidan*8  labouia 
in,  18  Aid  win  visits,  43.  Baibaim 
(bishop)  visits,  57t  Barona  of,  ap- 
ply to  Alexander,  70,  72.  CoRO- 
NBR,  195.  Collectors  of  recuaanta' 
money,  260.      Customs,   (carious)  58. 

101,  129,  199.  Christianity  introduced, 
17.  Comyn  invade^,  41.  Dmaiovi, 
and  redivisions,  18,20.  34.  Defeated  by 
AthelBtan,  34.  Eablb  of,  4S;  43,  47, 
50,  55-6,  66.  Dudley,  195,  208.  Per- 
cies.  See  Percy,  (name  of).  Famjiii, 
124.  Fbrfeited  lands  214, 350..  Grant 
to,  100.  Governors  of  210.  &xha]i- 
fiHiRE  united  to,  214.  Hartlepool,  part 
of,  197.  Invasions  of.  See  Invasions 
(by  the  Scots).  Independence  resigned, 
29.  Justice  of  Peace,  397.  Join  Sweyne 
37.  Kings  o(  16,  1 7, 23,  25,  26,  27, 28, 
29,  32,  35,  91.    LxHCAWtEB,'^  lands,  &c. 

102.  Levies,  U6,  148,  160,  164,  260, 
266,  27^^  Lords  Lieutenant  293,  299, 
303,  358,  402.  Lands  forfeited,  214. 
350.  Lough  in  335.  MossTEOOPEas. 
See  Mosstroopers.  Marches.  See 
Marches,  (the  various).  Name  of  explain- 
ed, 9.  Oirr&AGEB,  215,  223.  Odo 
visits  and  ravages,  44.  Pxoflb  o(  assist 
in  building  Durham  Cathedral,  37.  Peti- 
tions, 136,  264,  286,  289.  Prodigy,  145. 
Progresses,  169,  175,  242,  255.  Pai^ 
liament,  347.  Pirates  from  defeated,  33. 
Plagues,  20, 78,  99.  Rebellions.  See 
Rebellions.  Rise  against  Tostig,  39, 
Sheriffs,  &c.  99,  102,  110,  121,  126, 
178, 179,  222,  242,  ?78,  376.  Sutjuga- 
ted,  32.  Treaties  in,  103.  Taxes,  146, 
Throne  vacant,  27.  Unsettled  state  of 
23.  Welsh  engage  with,  3&  Wil- 
liam, L  advances,  41. 

Norton,  29,  59,  344,  384.  Chinch,  201, 
219, 344. 
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Norway,  39. 

Nunnery  of  St.  Bartholomenr,  46. 

Nunsbrough,  189. 

Nuttle,  (Richard  de)  126. 

O. 
Oak,  (veneration  of  by  the  Britons)  7* 
Obituariea.     See  Deaths. 
Odoi  (bishop)  44. 
Offa,26. 

Offerton,  286,  296. 
Ogle,  (name  oO  118,  128,  150,  160.  162» 

244,  282,  298,  303,  392,  397. 
Olave  or  Anlaf ,  34. 
Old  Bewick,  327. 
Old  Durham,  328,  329,  388. 
Ofange,  (prince  of)  321. 
Ord,  (name  of)  337, 414. 
OrdeaL    See  Customs  (eurioiisX 
Oigan,  306. 
Osbald,  (king)  28. 
Osbert,  (nephew  of  Flambard)  58. 
Osmund,  ^bishop)  47. 
Osred,  (kmg)  25, 
OBre<^  rthe  son  of  Alcred)  27,  2& 
Osric,  (king)  25. 
Osul(  (earl)  42. 
Oswald,  (king)  17. 
Oswin,(Saint)34,52, 
Oswulf,  (king)  26. 
Oswy,  (king)  19,  20. 
Otterburn,  352,  372.      Castle,  97,   100? 

13& 
Ovingham,  267.     Church,  202. 
Owton,  365w 

P. 

Pftlaoes,  17,  91,  216. 

Palinsburn,  184. 

Pandon  added  to  Newcastle,  91. 

Papists,  (laws  against)  411. 

Parish  Registers,  199.  et  seq. 

Parliament,  (members  of).    See  each  place. 

Partis,  (Joseph)  361. 

Partrage,  a  coiner,  21 1. 

Passages,  ^subterraneous)  22,  288. 

Paulinus,  (labours  of)  17* 

Payne,  (George)  392. 

Peada,  (king)  20. 

Peirsbridge,  269, 373. 

Penances.  101, 149,  219,  254,  257,  401. 

Penda,  (king)  18, 19.  20. 

Penreth,  (name  of)  102. 

Pensher,  410.     Chapel,  200. 

Percy's  Cross,  162. 

Percy,  (fiimUy  of)  47,  59,  63, 94,  100,  105, 
116,  121^  125,  126,  133-9,  145-7,  150, 
153,  157-8,  160-4,  172,  176^,  180,  194, 
198,  202,  207,  209,  210,  212,  218,  223, 
255,  293,  299,  303,  380. 

Pestilence.     S^  Plague. 

Petitions,  63,  80,  92,  101,  264,  280,  281, 
286,  287,  289, 341. 

PhilippB,(queen)  110,112. 


Philosophical  Society,  402. 

Pickering,  Rev.  Tbeopilus,  333. 

Pictavia,  (bishop)  60,  71. 

Picts,  invade  Northumbria,  15,  23. 

Pidding-hall-garth,  317, 

Piers,  126,  308, 337. 

Pigg,  (John)  306. 

Pilkington,  (bishop)  210-12. 

Pillories,  318,  325,  346,  361,  385,  406. 

Pirates,  30, 33,  281. 

Pits.     See  Collieries. 

Pittington  church,  200. 

Place,  (Francis)  368. 

Plagues.     See  Newcastle.  Durham.  Gates' 

head,  &c. 
Plainfield,  347. 
Plate  presented.  399. 
Plays  in  Newcastle,  409. 
Plenmellor,  195. 
Plessy,  152. 
Poind  and  his  man  35& 
Pons  ^lii.     See  Newcastle. 
Poor,  (bishop,  Richard)  71. 
Potatoe  introduced  into  Durham,  384. 
Ponteland,   73,  296,  357*     Church,   201, 

296,  357« 
Postern  gate.    See  Newcastle  (walls) 
Praemonstratensians,  (convents  oQ  &9,  63. 
Presentiment,  411. 

Preservations.    See  Escapes  (manreUous).r 
Press,  (liberty  of)  374. 
Preston,  43. 
Preston-on-Tees,  357. 
Pretender.     See  Rebellions. 
Printer  taken  prisoner,  374. 
Prisoners  escape,  374-375,  3a5,  386,  387, 

401,  402, 403.    See  also  NewcasUe  and 

TynemoutlL 
Privateer,  412. 

Proclamations,  292,  318,  366,  393,  411. 
Progressses,   (royal)    112,  169,  175,  242, 

248,  255. 
Projects,  338,  340-1. 
Pnidhoe  castle,  62,  73, 96,  100  ?  147. 
Pudsey,  (bishop)  47, 59,  60-6,  119. 
Pudsey,  (name  of)  340. 
Punishments,  &C.,  57, 283,  316,  318,  361, 

385,  403,  406. 

Q. 

Quaquandibrig,  80. 

Quakers,  205,   286,   289,  292.  294,  31^ 

317,  323. 
Quarrington  hill,  268. 

R. 
Raby  castle,  136,  139,  255,  260,  273,  280, 

305. 
Races,  247,  249,  258,  295,  324,  340,  358, 

397. 
Railway  for  Coal  Waggons,  237. 
Rainton,  (west)  366. 
Ranulf,  (archdeacon)  57. 
Ratdiffe,  (name  of)  248, 260, 338, 347,  375. 
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Ravenswortb,  373.     Gutle,  30]>  359, 379* 
BebelHons,  25,  26,  27, 29,  44, 49,  100,  102, 

118,  146, 147,  149,  16(K3, 198,  210,  213, 

218,  221,  285,  305,  347. 
Recusants*  money,  260. 
RedmarehaU  church,  201. 
Bedwald,  (king)  17. 
Beedsdale,  74, 96,  163,  215, 364. 
Beed.     See  Rivers. 
Reedswire,  142,  215. 
Reedsmouth,  388. 
Reginald,  (a  monk)  48,  49. 
Registers,  (parish)  199,  et  seq. 
Registers,  (dissenting);298,  303,  333,  357, 

358,  361,  363,  374,  379,  416. 
Rejoicings,  275,  292,  293,  343,  362,366, 

381,  382, 383.  397,  403,  409,  410. 
Rendezvous.   See  Newcastle,  Berwick  and 

Durham,  (military  transactions). 
Rennington,  201. 
Resuscitation,  (instance  oQ  373. 
Restoration,  of  Charles  IL,  293,  296. 
Richard  U  ^^  US-     II*>  135-141. 
Richardson,  (name  of)  316. 
Richmond  Shilling,  30a 
Riddell,  (name  oQ  98,  260,  264,  266, 359. 
Riddisdale,  163. 
Ridley,  (name  oO  195,  208.  222,  232,  236, 

344,  345, 393,  398,  403lfl{4. 

Jng  found  in  a  fish,  209. 
ots,  83,  84,  182,  197,  253,  265,  280,  286, 
»)0,  321,  323,  340,  3il<Q98,^4 12.^4 15. 

Risingham,  364. 

Rivers,  &c.^Aln,  47,  59,  414.  Allan 
water,  336.  Causst  bum,  367.  Cor, 
294.  Coquet,  19,  37,'105, 148,  267, 347, 
414.  DaBWEnt,  121,'161,267.  Devil'* 
water,  219, 353.  Glen,  15,  I7.  Hare- 
HAUGH  bum,  19.  LoRT  bum,  276. 
Lumley  rivulet,  142,  Newburn,  3(;8. 
Pont,  296,  386.  Palinsburn,  184. 
Reed,  366.  Skeene,  61.  Till,  15, 
184,  188, 209.  Team,  301.  Tyne,  12, 
13,  15,  39,  43,  45,  54,^55,  62,  62^  90,  93, 
101,  107,  108,  115,  llf,  118,  119,  121, 
129,  137,  145,  157,  164,  169,  193,  205, 
237,  245,  253,  26l,  ei  seq.  267,  268,  270, 
301,  303-4,  326,  334,  338,  340,  344-5, 
368,379,391,394,401,406,414.  Tees, 
37,  43,  64,  79,  116,  257-8,  281,  306,  316, 
404.  Tweed,  37,  79,  86,  86,  87,  128, 
134,  145,  146,  150,  182,  191,  20r,  237, 
260-1, 264,  278,  292,  352, 406.  Wans- 
BECK,  54,  119,  393.  *  Wear,  28,  3C,  108, 
153,256,  267,  268,'27P,  313,  31 6,"  324, 
326,  337,  356,  359,  366,  396.  Wood, 
house  bum,  19. 

Road  to  Carlisle,  80. 

Robberiei,  127,  150,^151,  19?,l221,  223, 
237,  243,  250,  278,  281,  340,  .343,  362, 
336, 409,  41 1,  416.    Projected,  354. 

Robin  of  Risingham,  364. 

Robson,  (James)  350. 

Rock  church,  201. 


Rodes,  (Robert)  160^. 

Roman  British  history,  2,  10,  13,  14,  65. 

Roman    Antiquities.        See    Antiquities. 

Stations,  &c,  102.    Roads,  14. 
Ross,  (lords)  85,  87,  161, 162. 
Rothbury,  347,  389.     Church,  201,  221. 
Rowley,  333. 

Rudd,  (Thomas  MA.,)  378. 
Rufus,  (bishop)  14,  53,  56. 
Rupert,  (prince)  265. 
Rushwoitb,  (name  of)  324. 
Rutchester  tower,  354. 
Ruthall,  (bishop)  181-9. 
Rymer,  (Rev.  Mr.)  377- 
Ryton,  90,  263,  313.    Church,  200. 

S. 

Sac,  (friars  of  the)  77,  7a 

Sadbei^e  churchi  201. 

Saint  John  Lee  church,  202. 

Saint  Peter's  church,  202. 

Salisbury,  (countess  of)  116. 

Salt,  (manufacture  of)  160. 

Salt  well  meadows,  61. 

Salvin,  (name  of)  166. 

Sanctuary,  168-9. 

Sanderson,  (Patrick)  383. 

Sand  Gate.    See  Newcastle  (walls). 

Satley  chnrch,  200. 

Saxons,  14,  15, 19. 

Scarcety.     See  Harvests. 

Schools,  147,  192,  207,  210,  212, 214,  216, 
234,  237,  245,  295,  313,  332,  333,  330', 
337,  340,  345,  356,  357,  358,  363,  377» 
378,  393,  404. 

Scotland. — Invasions  into.  See  Inva- 
sions. Kings  of — Gregory,  32.  Dun- 
can, 37,  38,  55.  Macbeth — Malroim, 
38,  41.48,  61.  Edgar,  51,  56.  Davids, 
53,  54,  111-120.  William  I.,  62-68. 
Alexander,  68-73.  Baliol,  8(;-8a  Bruce, 
93-111.  James\  See  James*.  Mary, 
211-213.     Union,  339. 

Scots. — Border  meetings,  215,  223.  Dis- 
band  and  quit  England,  264.  Disputes 
with,  314.  Invasions  of.  See  Inva- 
sions. Negociation  with  Charles,  275, 
et  uq.  Outrages  by.  215,  223.  Prison- 
ers at  Newcastle  and  Durham,  284.5. 
Sell  king  Charles,  2/2.  Sieges  by,  37, 
63,  54,  62,  70,  71,  73,  100,  103,  106, 
110,  116,  117,  120,  127,  137,  14L\  160, 
160.  172,  182,  191,  192,  207,  268. 
Swear  fealty,  76,  86,  88.  Treaties,  &c., 
with,  54,  55,  66,  GS^  73,  79,  86,  102,  103, 
104,  110,  111,  115,  116,  127,  140,  149, 
150,  151,  156,  158,  160,  163,  164,  192, 
207,  260,  276.  Victories  by,  37,  87, 96, 
115,  133,  138,  163,  157,  20y,  262,  267. 
Victories  over,  12,  13,  14,  62,  03,  93, 
113,  120,  142,  14£-6,  149,  182,  184-8, 
192,  204,  206,  209,  2<i7. 

Scotswoman,  (fruitfulness  of)  253. 

Scot,  (Sirs  Peter  and  Nicholas)  77- 
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ScotuSy  (Dans)  93. 

Scremerston  tower,  76,  100  ? 

Scrope,  (lord)  262. 

Scythescestre.     See  Walwick  chestera. 

Scythians  and  Celts,  fmigrations  of)  2L 

Sea  fights.     See  Naval  engagements. 

Seasons,  304,  30f7,  361. 

Seaham,  GO.     Church,  200. 

Seals,  16,  61,  234,  244,  245,  246,  292,  35?. 

Seaton  Carew,  290,  313. 

Sedgefield,  96,  334,  397.     Church,  136. 

Sedition,  326. 

Selby,  (name  oO   120,  242,  258,  272,  352, 

389. 
Seton,  (Sir  Alexander)  112,  113. 
Seyer,  (bishop)  181. 
Severus,  (emperor)  13, 14. 
Seyton,  (John  de)  93, 
Shafto  cragg,  7,  362. 
Shafto,  (east)  375. 

Shafto,  (name  oO  ^94,  372,  380,  407- 
Sharp,  (Sir  Cuthbert)  244,  295,  301. 
Sharp,  (William,  M.A.)  294. 
Shawocid,  near  Durham,  121. 
Sheep  roasted,  336. 
Sheepwash,  2ia 
Sheldon  Lough,  335. 
Sherbum  hospital,  65,  67,  200,  341. 
Sherriffk      See  Durham,  Newcastle,  and 

Northumberland. 
Sherwood,  (bishop)  168. 
Shields,  (North)  80,  81,  93,  139,  257)  265, 

286,294,303,  310,  312,366,  368,401, 

406. 
Shields,  (South)  7^>  80, 81,  169, 191, 253, 

265,  268,  406, 408.     Church,  169,  200, 

253.311. 
Shield  field  fort,  279. 
Shilbottle  church,  201. 
Shindiffe,  181,  249,  366. 
Ship  money,  257* 
Shipwrecks,  191,  303. 
Shittlehope,  357. 

Shoreston,  ?county  of  Durham)  190. 
Shoreswood,  (near  Norham)  45. 
Shotley  church,  202. 
Shotley  bridge,  327* 
Shotlington,  193. 
Shotton,  152,  299. 
Sieges.     See  each  castle  or  town. 
Sigan,  (ealderman)  27- 
Sigebert  baptized,  20. 
Silksworth,  387. 
Silver  mines,  72. 
Silvertop,  (name  of)  313. 
Simonbum  church,  202. 
Siward,  (earl  of  Northumbria)  38. 
Skeletons.  78,  294, 297* 
Skipper  Clark,  406. 
Skirlawe,  (bishop)  137,  139,  140. 
Skirmingham,  237. 
Slaley  church,  202. 
Smiddyhaughs,  378. 
Smith,  (name  oQ  312,  345. 


Smytfae,  (name  oO  319. 

Snow.    See  StormSb 

Societies,  332,  340,M02, 406L 

Sockbum  churcb,  67)  201. 

Sofcley,  196. 

Sopwith,  (Mr.)  404. 

South  Shields.     See  Shields,  (South). 

Sowerby,  (name  oO  413. 

Sparhawk,  157. 

Spearman,  (name  oQ  326. 

Spenny  moor,  233,  248. 

Sporting,  I79,  195, 396. 

Spring  tide,  414. 

Staindrop,  259,  273.  Church,  200,  272, 
280. 

Stainton,  231. 

Stainton,  (Great)  church,  201. 

Staiths,  237,  301. 

Stamfordham,  295,  386.    Cburdi,  202. 

Sunhope  church,  200,  307, 357.  Forest; 
108.     Hall,  316. 

Stanley,  (name  of)  175, 184. 

Sunnington,  152,  231.     Church,  201. 

Stanton  tower,  296. 

Stars,  14,  37,  77,  79, 145. 

Startforth,  371. 

Statue  of  king  James  IL,  321. 

Stephenson,  (name  oO  288. 

Stewart,  (eari  of  Newcastle)  251. 

Stockton,  72,  94,  103,  119,  170,301,812, 
3K%  323,  344,  358,  380,  384.  Castle, 
7?,  103?  231,  257,  258,  264,  272,  307. 
Church,  201,  258, 341,  344, 363.  Ward, 
252. 

Stone  altars,  5. 

Stones,  (setting  up  oQ  4. 

Stormb Hail,  218,  329.     Bain,  72, 279, 

303.  Snow,  247,  304, 336,  395.  Thun- 
der, 79,  153,  217,  306,  309,  371,  391, 
406,  411.  Wind,  279,  292,  303,  313, 
368,  387,  390,  404,  406,  408. 

Stranton  church,  20l,  231,  290. 

Staward-le-peel,  137* 

Steam  engines,  345. 

Stella  haugh,  252,  263. 

Stephen,  (king)  53,  54. 

Stichell,  (bishop)  76,  77,  78. 

Stiford,  63. 

Stone  bouse,  215. 

Streatlam  castle,  151,  218,  337- 

Strong  man  in  Newcastle,  390. 

Stuteville,  (name  oO  62,  83,  84. 

Subterraneous  passages,  22,  288. 

Sudbury,  (name  oQ  311, 329. 

Suicides.>-at  Bradley,  356.  at  Fisbbura, 
403.  at  Newcastle.  See  Newcastle, 
of  Percy,  223.  at  Tanficld,  367^  at 
Winlaton,  293. 

Summer,  (wet)  361. 

Summonses  of  vassals*     See  Arrays. 

Sunderland,  61,  62,  170,  256,  268,  286, 
296,  297,  300,  301,  309,  313,  323,  3S7, 
342,  357,  373,  379,1,400,  412,  ^415. 
Church,  201,  357,  382.     Customs,  re- 
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ceipto  of,  29^  373,  379>  382.     Charters, 
^  &c  61,  62,  256-7.     Barl  of,  252, 
Sunderland  bridge,  (near  Durham)  121. 
Surry,  (earl  oQ  172, 191. 
Surtees,  (nameoO  301,  340. 
Suspension  bridge,  404. 
Swallowell,  (Rev.  Mr.)  229. 
Swalwell,  152,  313,  337. 
Sweyne,  (king  of  Denmark)  37. 
Swinburne,  (name  of)  99,  338,  375,  386. 
Swinhoe,  (name  of)  78,  248. 
Swinhoe,  311. 
Swiss  Dragoons,  354. 
Synods  held,  23,  27-8. 

T. 

Talbot  (bishop)  358. 
Tanfield,  366, 395.     Chunrh,  200. 
Tankerville,  (earl  oQ  40?. 
Tate,  (Thomas)  turnkey  and  felon,  385. 
Tees  (river).     See  Rivers. 
Teesdale,  98,  115,  304,  404. 
Tempest,  (name  oQ  272, 305, 309, 328, 388. 
Theatre  in  Newcastle,  409. 
Thiekley,  259,  286,  297-     East,  290. 
Tbirkeld,  (Richard)  222. 
Thiriwali  castie,  133. 
Tbockrington  chunrh,  202. 
Thomas  i  Becket*8  chapeL     See  New- 
castle, (chapels  in). 
Thomlinson,  (Dr.)  386. 
Tboniborough,  335. 
Thomley,  258. 
Thornton,  35.5. 

Thornton,  (name  of)  148, 151-4, 160,  276. 
Three  mile  bridge,  307. 
ThrophiJl,  83, 84. 
Thropton,  350, 
Tippermoor,  (ruins  on)  13. 
Tokens,  302. 
Topham.  (Thomas)  390. 
Tostig,  (earl  of  Northumbria)  34,  .39,  40. 
Train  bands,  148. 
Tranwell.  152. 
Travelling  by  coach,  343. 
Treason,  346.     See  also  Rebellions. 
Treasure  discovered,  38, 
Treaties,  Truces,  &c.    See  Scots. 
Trevor,  (bibhop)  341. 
Trials,  149,  251',  259,  26C,  300,  326,  346. 
Trimdon  church,  200. 
Trinity  house.     See  Newcastle. 
Trollop,  (name  of;  280,  291,  299. 
Truces.     See  Scots. 
Trumbert,  (bishop)  23. 
Tuda,  ;^  bishop)  21. 
Tueng,  (Marmaduke  de)  71. 
Tughai,  41.     Chapel,  42. 
Tunnocelum,  1.^, 
Tunstal,  (Sir  Richard)  07. 
Tunstal,  (bishop)  194-209,  220. 
Turgor,  (prior)  48. 
Turner,  ( Wm.,  M.D.)  210,  21?. 
Turnpikes.     See  Roads. 


Tweed    See  Rivers. 

Tweedmouth,  79,  113ji.  Castle,  68. 
Church,  58, 201. 

Twisel,  184. 

Tynemoijth,  81, 92,  93, 102, 106, 115,  l96, 
204,  265,  337,  368. 370.  Bar,  303,  368, 
Cattle,  49, 100  ?  139, 194, 204  ?  266,  266, 
272,  279,  280,  288, 292,  293,  295,  312. 
Church,  201,  292,  295.  Eari  of  318. 
Priory  and  Priors,  17,  29,  30>.31,  34.  43, 
47,  49,  51,  52,  e9,  80,  81,  91,  92,  93,  96, 
103,  105,  111,  130,  137,  139,  141,  160, 
177,  182,  191,  203,  292. 

Tyne  (river).     See  Rivers. 

Tynedale,  120, 194,  197,  215. 

T YNB  Bridge.  See  Newcastle,  (bridges  o{% 

Tytory,  (name  of)  240- 

Tyzack,  (name  oQ  240. 

U. 

Ugthred,  (earl  of  Northumbria)  37. 

UIgham  church,  201. 

Umfreville,  (name  of)  96,  116,  124,  126, 

140,  142,  148,  149,  150,382. 
Union  of  England  and  Scotland,  339. 
Unthank,  195. 
Upsetlington,  (fort  at)  100. 
Uttan,  (abbot  of  Gateshead  monastery)  20. 

V 

Vallum,  (Hadrian's)  12, 21. 

Vane,  (name  oQ  253-5,  260,  272,  342,  37a 

Vaughan,  (name  oO  362. 

Vescey,  (name  oQ  59,  73. 

Victories.    See  Battles  and  Soots. 

Vision,  (remarkable)  411. 

Volunteers,  348-9,  398. 

W. 

Waggon  wavs,  237,  300,  301,  326. 

Waging  battle,  259. 

Waibottle,  20. 

Waicher,  (bishop)  43,  44. 

Walker,  (Rev.  George)  353, 

Walker  estate  forfeited,  358. 

Wall  (Roman).     See  Roman  wall. 

Wallington,  328,  336,  362, 414. 

Walls,  (Town).     See  Newcastle,  Durham, 

Berwick,  Hartlepool,  and  Alnwick. 
Wallace,  (Sir  William)  89,  90,  93. 
Wallsend  church,  201. 
Waltheof,  (eari)  43. 
Walwick  cnesters,  37. 
Walworth  castle,  243. 
War  declared,  39?,  411. 
Ward,  (Nathaniel  A.J\f.)  272. 
Warden  church,  202,  379. 
Wardon,  55. 
Wardon-law,  36. 
Wark  castle,  (on  Tweed),  66,  76,  8f ,  87, 

100?  lie,  117,  127,  120,  142,  150,  160, 

191. 
Wahkworth,   6?.   lOP,    212,    348,    379. 

Bridge,  212.    Castle,  105, 147,  20r,  303. 
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Cell  at,  76.    Church,  63,  76s  201,  212. 

Hermitage,  105,  106. 
Washington  charch,  200,  376. 
Watching  and  Lighting,  146. 
Watch  words,  215. 
Waterfalls,  34?. 
Watling  street,  364. 
Weardale  St.  John's  church,  200. 
Weardale,98,  107,  lOfl,  162. 
Wear,  (river).     Sec  Rivers. 
Wearmouth,  (Bishop)  319,  358, 376,388. 

Church,  33,  200,  297,  346, 357. 368, 376. 
Weabmouth,  (Monk)  41.     Church,  200. 

Monastery,  21,  31,  41,  46. 
Wearmouth,  (south).     See  Sunderland. 
Weather.     See  Harvests. 
Weetsleet,  (south)  152. 
Weetwood,  184. 
Weldon,  414. 
Wessington,  (prior)  151. 
Wesley,  (Rev.  John)  407-9. 
Westgate.     See  Newcastle    walls. 
Westoe,  4:?,  326. 
Whales.    See  Natural  history. 
Whalton  church,  201. 
Whickham,  231,  278.     Church,  200,  270, 

278,  334,  408. 
Whickham-on-Tees,  366. 
Whipper,  (office  oQ  336. 
Whitburn  church,  20a 
White,  (name  oQ  236,  373.      See  also 

Ridley. 
White  friars.     See  Newcastle  (monaste- 
ries). 
Whitehalldykenoofc,  258. 
Whitehead,  (name  of)  203. 
Whitesmocks,  .350. 
Whitfield  church,  202. 
Whitley  church,  201, 
Whittingham,  (name  of)  244. 
Whittingham  church,  201,  275. 
Whittell,  (Thomas)  362,  374. 
Whitworth,  372,  407. 
Whoriton  church,  200. 
Whytechurch,  (John  de)  96. 


Widdrington  (name  of)  179,  291, 296, 389. 

Widdrington  chapel,  93,  201.    Castle,  242. 

Wilfrid,  (bishop)  22. 

WilUam  L,'41,  44.  U.,  49,  50,  52,214. 
HL,  306,  326,  328.  L  of  Scotland. 
See  Scotland. 

Williamson,  (name  of)  327* 

Willington,  391. 

Willimoteswick  castle,  209,  310. 

Wills,  (singular)  71,  140, 232. 

Winch  bridge,  404. 

Windleston,  342. 

Windmills.     See  Mills. 

Wine  delivered,  100. 

WinlatOR,  290,  313,  337. 

Winston  church,  200. 

Witches,  &c,  219,  222, 230, 245,  281,  283, 
286',  310,  :^36. 

Withonstall  church,  202. 

Witton,  151.     Castle,  153,  285. 

Witton  Gilbert  church,  200. 

Witton-le-wear,  251.  Church,  100.  Cas- 
tle, 148. 

Witton  Shiels  castle,  245. 

Wolsey,  (cardinal)  i9C-2. 

Wolsingham,  193,  231,  346.     Church,  200. 

Wood,  (Ralph)  367. 

Woodburn,  365, 

Woodhom  church,  201.     Moor,  247,  249. 

Wooler,  183,  184,  245,349,  3da  Church, 
201. 

Wolves.     See  Natural  history. 

Wolviston  church,  201. 

Woman,  (fruitfulness  of  a)  253, 

Wortley,  (name  oQ  396. 

Wredelaw.     See  Wardonlaw. 

Wreigh-hill,  148-9,  297. 

Wycliffe,  (name  oQ  160. 

Wylam,  392. 

Y. 

Yellow  or  Yellers  plague,  20. 

Yevering,  17,  149. 

Yorkist  and  Lancastrian  wars,  97»  160-3. 
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Anderson  place,  218. 

Black  Friary.    See  Newc^  (monasteries  of). 

Bewyk  park,  101. 

Consistory  court  of  Durham,  60. 

Grammar  school,  Newcastle.     See  New- 


castle, (schools). 
Kirkham,  (village  of)  101. 
Lists  of  mayors,  75-97-8,  143-4,  170,  172. 

174,  227,  234,238,  240,  330. 
Thornton's  hospital,  162. 
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-^  A  mural  stone 151 
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mill  on  the  Windmill  hills 124 
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Howick  hall 269 

Halton  Chesters,  Column  found  at 31 
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Hartlepool,  Town  hall 74 

,  North  Gate    120 

,  Church,  &c   332 

Hulne  Abbey 254 

High  Force,  on  the  Tees   207 

Hexham,  Abbey  Church  96 

Bridge,  (remains  of  1771) 203 

,  View  of 157 

Heworth.    Dawes'  House  at 144 

.    Grave  at 145 

.    Mural  Monument  at 148 

Hebburn  Cliapel 362 

Hart  Church,  sculpture  on 190 

Jarrow  Church,  Pulpit  removed  in  1783 292 

,  Stone  bearing  the  dedication  of 298 

,  Stone  relating  to  the  refoundation 293 

,  Bell,  with  the  inscription  thereon 294 
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Lanchester.    A  Roman  Tablet  made  by  the  twentieth  legion 244 

An  altar  dedicated  to  Fortune   244 

■  —  bearing  the  pediment  of  a  temple 244 

-  three  figures  of  females    244 

inscribed  to  the  local  God  Vitires 244 

Mars  244 

bearing  a  toad 244 
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tu  the  God  Vitires  245 

■ to  Bsculapio  (two  sides) 245 

to  Mara  by  Acilius 245 

to  Jupiter 246 


V, 


Lancheater.    The  baae  of  a  column  or  monument,  ioscribed 215 

" .    A  veaael  like  a  flowrer  pot  on  a  square  atone    245 

• .    A  figure  in  a  niche '2i5 
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NCOURAOED  by  the  disastrous  result 
of  the  battle  of  Fontenoy  and  other  re- 
verses of  the  British  arms  in  Flanders, 
during  the  summer  of  1 745 ;  by  repeated 
invitations  from  the  Scottish  Jacobites, 
and  by  promisee  of  assistance  from  the 
French;    Charles  Edward,   thetyoiing 
Pretender,  was  led  to  believe  that  if  he 
could  only  unfurl  his  banner  on  the  hilts 
of  Scotland,  it  would  soon  be  carried  through  a  distracted  land,  to  the 
capital  and  the  palace  of  St.  Janies'.     The  Highlanders,  however,  had 
expressly  told  him  that  hia  coming  would  be  useless  and  desperate 
unleas  he  brought  with  him  at  least  6,000  disciplined  troops,  10,000 
stand  of  arms,  and  some  money.     The  French  ministers  were  quite 
ready  to  countenance  his  schemes,   but  very  badly  provided   with 
cash  i  they  wished  for  a  diversion  in  Scotland,  but  were  not  disposed 
to  make  any  great  sacrifices  for  it,  and  indeed  were  averse  to  any 
open  or  decided  proceeding.     Besides,  to  secure  the  advantages  they 
bad  gained,  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  keep  up  their  army  in 
Flanders ;  and  their  past  experience  proved  that  the  eanguiue  hopes 
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of  the  Jacobites  were  not  to  be  relied  upon  so  as  to  encourage  any 
great  ad\  enture  with  or  for  them.  Charles  however  was  completely 
dazzled  with  the  French  relations  of  Fontenoy — an  army  cut  in 
pieces,  a  nation  in  despair, — and  the  fast  succeeding  reverses  of  all 
that  were  in  alliance  with  or  that  were  likely  to  assist  king  George 
in  his  hour  of  need  completed  his  enchantment.  The  example  of  his 
fathor,  which  ought  to  have  deterred  him,  urged  him  on;  and  he 
wrote  to  his  friends  in  Scotland  to  inform  them  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  come,  though  he  could  have  neither  the  troops  nor  the  arms 
required.  As  for  the  money,  all  that  he  could  do  was  to  borrow 
180,000  livTes,  and  to  write  to  Bome  for  his  jewels  that  he  might 
pawn  them.  "For  our  object,'^  said  he,  "I  would  even  pawn  my 
shirt.""  On  the  2nd  of  July,  Charles,  disguised  as  a  student  of  the 
Scotch  College  at  Paris,  embarked  in  the  Doutelle,  a  fast-sailing  brig 
carrying  18  guns.  He  left  Belleisle  on  the  13th,  and  on  the  fourth 
day  of  his  voyage,  very  narrowly  escaped  being  taken  by  the  Lion,  an 
Engh'sh  ship  of  58  guns.  Two  days  afterwards  the  Doutelle  was  pur- 
sued off  the  south  end  of  the  Long  Island  by  an  English  ship  of 
superior  force ;  but  she  was  saved  by  her  superior  sailing.  On  the 
2oth  of  Julv,  Charles  set  his  foot  for  the  first  time  on  the  main  land 
of  Scotland  with  a  train  of  only  seven  persons,  and  was  conducted  to 
Borodale,  a  farm  house  belonging  to  Clanronald,  whence  he  dispatch- 
ed letters  and  messengers  to  nearly  every  mountain  and  glen  in  the 
Highlands.  Here  he  remained  till  the  middle  of  August.  The  rebel 
standard  was  first  unfurled  at  Glenfinnin  on  the  19th  of  August,  and 
on  the  20th  the  Highlanders  began  their  march  southward.  On  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  the  loth  of  September,  the  young  Pretender  and 
the  whole  of  his  army,  consisting  of  about  2000  men,  were  quartered 
in  Linlithgow,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  they  entered 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  as  if  by  magic, — the  town  guard  and  all  the 
guards  and  sentinels  upon  duty  were  made  prisoners  without  a  blow, 
and  the  Highlanders  occupied  their  posts  and  took  possession  of  the 
city  as  quietly  as  one  guard  relieves  another.  During  the  progress  of 
these  events  in  Scotland,  every  possible  means  were  being  adopted 
in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  to  oppose  the  pro- 
gress of  the  rebel  anny.  The  important  garrison  of  Berwick  was  put 
into  the  best  posture  of  defence,  and  made  a  depot  for  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  inhabitants  manifested  a  degree  of  zeal,  and  a  spirit 
of  loyalty  so  distinguished  in  support  of  their  king  and  country  against 
the  rebels,  as  reflects  the  greatest  honour  upon  the  history  of  that 
town.  They  formed  themselves  into  companies,  chose  their  own  offi- 
cers ;  and,  like  men  linked  in  a  common  cause,  much  to  their  honour, 
without  pay,  did  the  duty  of  the  garrison,  and  instantly  threw  aaide 
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all  personal  or  political  animosities.  Their  number  amounted  to  15 
companies,  which  were  raised  in  one  day.  On  the  occupation  of 
Edinburgh  by  the  rebels,  most  of  the  gentry  resident  between  that 
city  and  Berwick,  hastened  with  their  families  to  the  latter  place  for 
protection.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  under  the  direction  of  a  magi- 
strate distinguished  for  his  spirit  and  prudence  also  gave  indubitable 
proofs  of  its  loyalty  to  the  house  of  Brunswick.  The  fate  of  Edin- 
burgh was  known  in  Newcastle  on  the  18th,  and  on  the  19th  an 
agreement  was  signed  by  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  persons,  by 
which  they  voluntarily  obliged  themselves  to  appear  in  person,  or  to 
provide  each  an  able  man,  to  act  in  concert  with  his  majesty's  forces 
in  that  place  for  the  defence  thereof  against  all  the  kings'*  enemies. 
On  the  day  following  great  numbers  appeared  in  arms  at  the  Guild- 
hall, were  formed  into  companies  under  the  direction  of  proper  offi- 
cers, and  mounted  guard  for  the  first  time.  General  Cope,  after  his 
defeat  at  Preston  Pans,  retired  to  Berwick,  where  he  arrived  with 
several  other  officers,  and  a  body  of  dragoons,  on  the  21  st.  The 
news  of  this  disaster,  which  reached  Newcastle  on  Sunday  morning 
the  22nd,  threw  that  place  into  the  utmost  consternation.  Many  of 
the  most  opulent  inhabitants  fled  immediately,  removing  their  most 
valuable  effects  into  the  country  with  the  greatest  precipitation.  On 
the  same  day  that  general  Cope  entered  Berwick,  the  Glasgow  man- 
of-war  arrived  there  with  700  Dutch  troops ;  *  and  on  the  24th, 
admiral  Byng  was  off  that  port  with  seven  ships  of  the  line.  The 
same  day  the  Northumberland  volunteers,  numbering  400  horse  and 
200  foot,  marched  into  Newcastle.  In  the  county  of  Durham  several 
troops  of  horse  militia  were  raised,  and  were  commanded  by  George 
Bowes,  Nicholas  Lambton,  Henry  Ellison,  Henry  Thomas  Carr,  Tho- 
mas Liddell,  Thomas  Clavering,  esqs.,  and  the  Hon. — Vane.  There 
was  also  an  association  for  "  common  defence,^'  commanded  by  George 
Bowes,  esq."f"  Increased  exertions  were  now  made  for  the  defence^of 
Newcastle  against  the  rebel  army ;  the  whole  of  the  gates  except 
three  were  walled  up,  and  all  possible  dispatch  used  to  complete  the 
reparation  of  the  town -wall,  upon  which  about  200  cannon  wore 
planted.  On  September  26th,  lord  Mark  Kerr  inspected  the  walls, 
and  declared  them  to  be  in  a  good  condition  for  defence ;  he  at  the 
same  time  ordered  three  machine  batteries  to  be  raised — one  in  tho 
Close,  another  on  the  Quay,  and  a  third  on  the  Windmill-hills.  On 
the  28th,  the  volunteers  joined  the  other  forces,  and  had  their  sta- 
tions assigned  them.     Sunderland  furnished  Newcastle  with  16  pieces 

•  These  troops  introduced  an  infectious  fever  into  Berwick,  which  swept  off  great 
numbers  of  both  sexes.  In  the  months  of  November  and  December,  109  intermenU 
appear  in  the  burial  register. — FuUer,  ^  Bowes  Papers. 
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of  heavy  ordnance,  offering  at  the  same  time  aereral  more,  and  a 
great  number  of  able  men,  if  there  were  occasion  for  them.  On  the 
2nd  of  October,  an  express  arrived  from  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  stath 
ing  that  his  majesty  hod  ordered  directly  to  Newcastle,  from  Flan- 
ders, eight  regiments  of  foot,  which  were  to  be  followed  as  soon  as 
possible  by  three  regiments  of  horse.  Several  keeb  laden  with  heavy 
artillery,  powder,  ball,  and  other  warlike  etorcs,  came  up  the  river  to 
Newcastle,  from  Clifford's  fort.  The  cannon  were  mounted  on  the 
town-wall,*  and  the  ammunition  was  deposited  in  a  magazine,  in  the 
Coatle  yard.     On  October  4th,  the  Glasgow  man-of-war,  which  had 
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been  ordered  to  the  Tyne,  sailed  for  Scotland,  with  lord  Loudon,  to 
head  the  well-affected  clans,  and  march  against  the  rebels.  On  the 
night  of  October  the  7th,  two  sentinels  on  the  walls  of  Berwick,  ob- 
serving a  light  moving  towards  them,  tired  their  pieces,  which  alarmed 
the  whole  town ;  the  garrison  was  immediately  got  under  arms,  but 
nothing  appearing  to  oppose  them,  they  soon  retired  to  their  quar- 
ters ;  but  to  prevent  surprise,  fires  were  ordered  to  be  made  round 
the  town  in  the  night  time,  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  ftx>m 
the  walls.  This  day,  James  Lockhart,  of  Camwath,  arrived  at  Ber- 
wick, and  surrendered  himself  prisoner  to  general  Cope ;  a  ship-of-war, 
and  a  king's  tender,  also  arrived  at  the  same  place.     The  mast«  of 

*  Great  gam  vere  placed  oo  thla  occsfiun  at  the  Goie-(EBln,  Whitit  FriBTitoirer, 
PoalDTD-gate,  Heslnp's-bmue,  Old  Roper's  lower,  Dobiaon's- tower.  West-gate,  Hatlen'- 
tower.  Gl  alien '•loner,  Paviours'-lower,  Si.  Aailreir'i-tower,  Newgate,  Pitgrim^treet- 
gate.  Weavers'- towwr,  Cotlen '-tower,  Ropers' -tower,  Pwidoii-gBte,  CarpeDten'-toweTi 
SoDd-gate,  OD  the  wall  above  the  pant.  Broad-chare,  SaodhiU-coraer,  Bridge-end,  and 
at  the  mafor'i. — Brand. 
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the  tender  being  taken  out,  it  was  stationed  above  the  bridge ;  the 
ship-of-war,  three  transports,  and  some  other  vessels,  were  stationed 
below  the  bridge,  which  completely  defended  the  south  part  of  that 
town.  October  the  11th,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  coronation  of 
the  king  (George  II.),  was  observed  in  the  most  hearty  and  popular 
manner.  At  Newcastle,  the  English  and  Dutch  troops  were  drawn 
up  at  noon  on  the  Sandhill,  and  each  of  them  fired  three  vollies. 
Afterwards  the  officers  dined  with  the  mayor,  who  also  gave  money 
to  the  men  to  drink  his  majesty'^s  health.  October  12th,  the  follow- 
ing notice  was  published:  —  "Newcastle-upon-Tyne, — All  persons 
whatsoever  resident  within  the  walls  of  the  said  town,  that  have  any 
ladder  or  ladders,  are  desired  immediately  to  bring  the  same  into  the 
town's  yard,  behind  the  hospital  in  the  Manors.  And  it  is  ordered, 
that  no  person  whatsoever  (except  the  proper  gunners)  shall  come 
near  the  great  guns,  within  the  said  town,  after  six  o^clock  at  night. 
And  that  no  person  whatsoever,  fire  a  gun  or  other  fire  arms,  in  or 
near  the  said  town,  in  the  evening  or  at  night,  when  it  is  dark,  upon 
pain  of  imprisonment.  And  all  persons  living  without  the  walls,  but 
within  the  liberties  of  the  said  town,  who  have  in  their  custody  any 
fire  arms,  are  desired  immediately  to  bring  and  deliver  them  at  the 
mayor's  house.  And  all  persons  living  within  the  said  town,  who 
have  in  their  custody,  any  pick-axes  or  shovels,  are  also  desired  forth- 
with to  deliver  them  at  the  same  place.  And  notice  is  hereby  given, 
that  the  fair,  customarily  held  here  on  the  18th  of  October,  yearly, 
will  not  be  held  on  the  18th  instant,  but  some  time  after,  of  which 
public  notice  will  be  given.^  "  Cuthbertson.""  Several  sentry  boxes 
were  set  at  convenient  distances  on  the  walls  of  Newcastle,  and  a  vast 
number  of  sand  bags  hung  over  them,  and  palisadoes  were  fixed  near 
them  to  hinder  the  access  of  an  enemy.  Several  parts  of  the  river 
Tyne,  were  also  palisadoed,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  it  at  low 
watOT.  On  October  17th,  general  Handyside  passed  through  New- 
castle, for  Berwick,  to  command  there  in  the  room  of  general  Cope. 
The  next  day,  a  vessel  arrived  at  Newcastle,  under  convoy  of  the 
Ludlow  man-of-war,  with  sixty  chests  of  arms,  containing  fifteen  hun- 
dred ;  forty-five  barrels  of  gun-powder,  and  a  ton  and  a  half  of  lead 
shot,  for  that  town,  and  twelve  gunners  for  Berwick.  On  the  same 
night,  Lockhart,  of  Gamwatli,  arrived  at  Newcastle,  guarded  by  12 
dragoons,  on  his  way  to  London.  He  was  lodged  at  Mr.  Barber's, 
bookseller,  in  Humble's  buildings.  October  21st,  the  purveyors  of 
general  Wade's  army,  arrived  at  Darlington,  and  employed  all  the 
bakers  in  that  town  to  get  bread  ready  against  the  arrival  of  the 
army,  then  on  its  maarcfa  to  Newcastle.  Oct.  22d,  the  Earl  of  Albe- 
marle, and  several  other  officers  of  distinction  arrived  at  Newcastle, 
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from  on  board  the  Gibraltar  man-of-war.  Same  day,  general  Cope 
and  brigadier  Fowkes,  came  into  Newcastle,  and,  on  the  following 
day,  they,  together  with  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  Hixon,  who  had 
been  taken  up  as  a  spy,  set  out  for  London.  Hixon,  who  was  a 
noted  publican,  of  Perth,  was  apprehended  at  Newcastle,  on  the  24th 
of  the  preceding  month,  and  on  his  examination  before  the  magis- 
trates, confessed  that  he  was  on  the  Pretender^s  errand ;  and  on 
searching  his  portmanteau,  there  was  found  inclosed  in  the  top  of  a 
glove,  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Pretender  to  his  friends  in  England, 
whereupon  he  was  committed  to  Newgate,  where  he  attempted  to 
destroy  himself,  by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  penknife,  but  did  not 
execute  his  purpose  effectually.  October  24th,  several  vessels  arrived 
at  Berwick  with  troops  from  Flanders.  Seventeen  transports  also 
arrived  at  Newcastle  with  troops,  which  were  quartered  in  that  and 
the  neighbouring  towns.  On  the  3l6t  a  very  fine  train  of  brass  can- 
non, with  ammunition,  and  other  stores,  on  upwards  of  one  hundred 
carriages,  and  some  regiments  of  horse  arrived  at  Newcastle,  all  of 
which  were  encamped  on  Newcastle  town-moor.  The  army  under 
general  Wade  whose  head  quarters  were  at  this  period  at  Newcastle, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  men.  The  rebel  army, 
which  at  this  time  did  not  much  exceed  six  thousand  men,  and  had 
remained  inactive  in  Edinburgh  for  more  than  a  month,  began  its 
march  on  the  1st  of  November.  The  whole  force  was  divided  into 
two  columns;  the  first  to  move  upon  Carlisle  by  the  direct  road 
through  Moffat ;  the  second,  headed  by  Charles  in  person,  to  take 
the  more  circuitous  route  by  Kelso,  as  if  it  intended  to  enter  England 
not  by  Cumberland  but  by  Northumberland,  and  to  meet  marshal 
Wade  in  front.  Charles  crossed  the  Tweed  at  Kelso,  on  the  5th, 
and  halted  one  day  in  that  little  town.  In  crossing  the  English  bor- 
der the  spirit  of  the  superstitious  mountaineers  was  much  depressed 
by  a  trifling  accident ; — ^as  they  set  their  feet  on  English  sward  they 
drew  their  claymores  and  shouted ;  but  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  in  draw- 
ing his  sword,  happened  to  cut  his  hand,  and  all  those  hardy  fellows 
turned  pale  at  the  sight  of  a  little  blood,  because  it  was  considered  as 
a  bad  omen.  From  Kelso,  Charles  sent  forward  to  Wooler,  sham 
orders  to  prepare  quarters  for  his  troops  as  if  he  intended  to  march 
eastward,  but  when  he  moved  he  struck  to  the  westward,  marching  down 
Liddesdale.  On  the  9th  he  was  joined  on  the  Carlisle  road  by  the  other 
column,  and  the  whole  army  marched  forward  for  that  city,  from  which 
the  deceptive  movements  of  the  Highland  army  had  completely  with- 
drawn the  attention  of  Wade.  Nov.  8th,  prince  Maurice  of  Nassau, 
accompanied  by  field-marshal  Wade,  and  a  great  number  of  general 
officers,  reviewed  the  troops  that  were  encamped  on  Newcastle  Moor, 
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where  the  anny  was  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  consisting  of  two  grand 
lines,  each  three  deep,  and  near  two  miles  long,  and  the  train  of 
artillery  properly  disposed,  the  whole  exhibiting  a  grand  and  imposing 
spectacle.     On  the  14th,  about  nine  o''clock  at  night,  the  Trial,  sloop- 
of-war,   captain  Barry,  of  twenty-four  guns,  was  driven  ashore  at 
Holy  Island,  just  below  the  castle,  but  the  crew  (one  hundred  and 
ten  men)  happily  got  upon  a  rock  in  the  sea,  where  they  remained  all 
night  up  to  their  middle  in  water.     Two  of  the  men  perished  by  the 
cold.    The  captain  stayed  in  the  ship  till  the  very  last.     By  the  mom- 
ing^s  tide,  the  vessel  drove  upon  a  rock  and  was  stove  into  pieces,  but 
the  crew  saved  the  guns.     The  same  night,  two  transports  that  had 
landed  their  troops  at  Berwick,  and  were  returning  to  Holland  to 
bring  over  some  more,  drove  ashore  on  the  rocks  at  Holy  Island,  and 
were  driven  to  pieces ;  the  crew  of  one  was  entirely  lost,  but  eight 
of  those  of  the  other  were  saved.     The  country  people  carried  off 
every  thing  valuable  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon.     November 
16th,   marshal  Wade'^s   army  marched  from  their  encampment  at 
Newcastle  for  Carlisle,  but    the   general  hearing  at  Hexham  that 
Carlisle  was  then  in  the    hands  of  the  rebels,  and  that  a  body 
of  them   had    marched    southward,    ordered    the    army    back    to 
Newcastle,  where  the  foot  were  lodged  in  private  as  well  as  public- 
houses;  in  churches,  meeting-houses,  glass-houses,  &c.     The  horse 
were   quartered    in    Chester-le-street   and    Durham.       Two   High- 
landers, well  mounted,  surrendered  themselves  to  general  Wade  at 
Hexham,  and  were  sent  to  Newcastle.     On  the  24th,  the  artillery  of 
general  Waders  army,  with  two  regiments  of  foot,  marched  from 
Newcastle  to  the  south,  and  on  the  26th,  the  remainder  of  the  army 
took  the  same  route.     On  the  night  of  the  29th,  the  army  was  en- 
camped near  Barnard  Castle,  on  its  way  over  Stanemoor.     A  person 
named  Thomas  ColUngwood,  of  Thrunton,  in  Northumberland,  having 
been  committed  to  Morpeth  gaol  for  high  treason,  made  his  escape 
from  thence  on  the  27th,  or  28th  of  November.     He  was  afterwards 
taken  and  tried  with  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Carlisle,  September  19th, 
1746,  but  acquitted.     December  5th,  the  guns  which  were  planted 
on  the  walls  of  Newcastle,  were  tried  by  the  gunners,  with  general 
satisfaction.    December  15th,  a  captain  in  Grlenbucket^s  regiment, 
and  six  other  rebels,  were  brought  to  Newcastle  from  Penrith,  and 
committed  to  gaol.   On  the  night  of  the  17th,  Newcastle  was  alarmed 
with  the  news  of  the  appearance  of  a  party  of  rebels  at  Lanchester, 
on  their  way  to  Newcastle,  on  which,  in  less  than  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers  of  captain  Aubone^s 
company  assembled  and  offered  their  services  to  colonel  Frazer,  to 
guard  the  pass  of  the  Tyne  at  Newbum ;  but  an  express  arriving  soon 
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after  with  the  account,  that  the  rebels  had  taken  a  different  route,  the 
volunteers  were  dismissed.  On  the  18th,  general  Huske,  with  one 
thousand  men  from  general  Wader's  army,  arrived  in  Newcastle  for 
the  security  of  that  town,  as  it  was  apprehended  that  the  rebels  on 
their  retreat  might  pay  it  a  visit.  On  ihe  19th  a  French  drummer 
anrived  in  Newcastle,  from  lord  John  Drummond,  in  Scotland,  with 
letters  to  marshal  Wade*  and  the  prince  of  Nassau.  The  following 
day  the  marshal  returned  to  Newcastle,  and  in  the  evening  his  artil- 
lery arrived.  One  thousand  foot  under  general  Huske,  left  on  the 
21st  to  join  the  duke  of  Cumberland  at  Carlisle.  Horses  were  pro- 
vided for  them  at  Hexham  to  expedite  their  march.  The  British 
portion  of  marshal  Wade'^s  army  (which  marched  in  three  divisions), 
arrived  at  Newcastle  on  the  22nd,  23rd,  and  24th,  the  Dutch  remain- 
ed at  Durham.  December  26th,  an  express  arrived  at  Newcastle 
from  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  then  near  Carlisle, 
to  marshal  Wade,  requesting  him  to  send  directly  some  experienced 
captains  of  ships,  who  had  served  on  board  the  royal  navy,  and  under- 
stood the  management  of  great  guns ;  also  some  powder,  balls,  co- 
horns,  matrosses,  &c.,  upon  which  captain  Errington,*!-  and  captain 
Francis  Heath,  two  of  the  elder  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  and 
ten  other  brethren  of  the  same  house,  offered  their  services,  and  set 
out  the  next  morning  for  Carlisle.  The  ammunition  was  sent  off 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  express,  under  an  escort  of  soldiers 
all  mounted.  On  the  27th,  general  Hawley,  arrived  at  Newcastle  to 
take  the  command  of  the  army,  marshal  Wade  having  to  leave  the 
north  for  London.  December  29th,  Walter  Blackett,  and  Nicholas 
Fenwick,  esqs.,  members  of  parliament  for  Newcastle,  left  that  town 
for  Carlisle,  to  compliment  the  duke  of  Cumberland  on  the  part  of 
the  corporation,  and  to  invite  his  royal  highness  to  that  town.  On 
the  following  day  they  arrived  at  the  duke^s  head  quarters,  where 
they  had  the  honour  to  dine  with  his  royal  highness.  On  the  morning 
of  this  day,  while  shot  and  shell  were  falling  fast  about  them,  the 
rebel  garrison  hung  out  a  white  flag,  and  proposed  a  surrender  ;  and 
on  the  Slst  the  deputation  had  the  pleasure  to  make  part  of  the 
duke^s  cavalcade  in  his  triumphal  entry  into  Carlisle.  January 
the  14th  all  the  forces  at  Newcastle  had  marched  northward.  On 
the  12tli,  there  arrived  at  Shields  from  London,  twelve  eighteen 

•  The  following  answer  by  General  Wade  was  retomed  by  the  French  dmmmer,  viz. : 
— "  Thai  the  marshal  hath  no  answer  to  give  to  the  letter  brought  by  him,  and  thai  he  can 
receive  no  meewage  from  a  person  who  is  a  su^'ect  of  the  king's,  and  in  rebellion  against 
his  mqfesty.*' 

t  August  17th,  1773,  died  in  Newcastle,  aged  85,  Captain  WiUiain  Errington,  master 
of  the  pilots  of  that  port.  In  the  prime  of  his  life  he  was  supposed  to  be  the  strongest  man 
in  £ngland,  of  which  he  occasionally  gave  proof  by  many  surprising  feats  of  strength. 
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pounders,  for  the  use  of  Tynemouth  fort ;  also  two  officers  of  artillery 
and  nineteen  gunners,  with  matrosses  for  general  Hawley'^s  army  at 
Edinburgh,  whence  they  proceeded  on  the  14th,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  train  of  artillery  set  out  for  the  same  place.  At  the  battle 
of  Falkirk,  which  was  fought  on  the  17th  of  January,  1746,  Mr. 
Hall,  a  native  of  Newcastle,  and  a  captain  in  Munro's  regiment  of 
grenadiers,  fell  gloriously : — Five  of  the  rebels  having  taken  one  of 
his  men  prisoner,  the  captain  boldly  attacked  them,  killed  two  or 
three  with  his  own  hand,  and  released  the  grenadier,  but  the  ungrate- 
ful poltroon  immediately  fled  and  left  his  captain  to  the  mercy  of  a 
fresh  pasae  of  rebels  who  butchered  him  in  a  most  barbarous  manner 
with  their  broadswords.  About  eight  o'clock  at  night  on  the  27th 
of  January  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  arrived  at  the 
city  of  Durham,  from  the  south.  He  was  met  by  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  aldermen,  with  the  town^s  music  and  banners  at  the  head  of 
Elvet,  whence  they  marched  in  procession  before  him  through  the 
city,  which  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  On  the  same  night  the  news 
of  his  royal  highness'^s  approach  was  brought  to  Newcastle,  and 
thousands  of  the  inhabitants  flocked  to  the  low  paHs  of  the  town, 
along  the  bridge,  and  into  Gateshead,  in  expectation  of  beholding 
this  heroic  prince.  The  streets  in  Newcastle,  through  which  he  had 
to  pass,  were  lined  with  soldiers,  but  his  royal  highness  not  arriving 
so  soon  as  expected,  at  ten  o^clock  at  night  they  were  dismissed ; 
however,  about  one  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  his  royal  highness 
arrived  at  G-ateshead,  where  he  was  welcomed  by  a  kind  of  illumi- 
nation which  gave  him  great  uneasiness.  The  mob  having  set  a 
mansion-house,  and  a  popish  chapel  on  fire,*  at  that  p^ace  on  the 
occasion.  The  outrage  is  said  to  have  proceeded  from  the  following 
circumstances.  The  family  being  from  home,  the  house,  chapel,  &c. 
were  left  to  the  care  of  the  gardener,  whose  name  was  Woodness ; 
when  the  duke  and  his  attendants  were  passing,  the  mob  being 
anxious  to  see  them,  several  persons  climbed  upon  the  garden  walls 
to  have  a  better  view,  when  the  gardener,  afraid  of  his  master^s 
property,  let  loose  some  dogs  which  bit  several  who  were  keelmen  ; 
and  being  exasperated,  they  attempted  to  seize  the  gardener,  who, 
no  doubt,  would  have  fallen  a  victim  to  their  rage.  Finding  the 
object  of  their  fury  had  eluded  them,  they  set  fire  to  the  mansion- 

*  The  aocestors  of  the  Riddellit,  of  Swinbarne  Castle  and  Cheesebame  Grange,  were 
many  years  seated  at  it,  and,  iu  their  time,  it  was  called  Gateshead-house.  When  the 
house  was  fired,  it  was  the  seat  of  the  Claverings  of  Callaly,  since  which  time  it  remained 
onteDaiited.  The  same  morning  early,  some  disorderly  persons  broke  and  entered  into 
a  house  called  "The  Nuns,"  in  Newcastle  (where  was  another  popish  chapel),  and 
took  away  and  destroyed  several  goods.  <fec.  belonging  to  it.  The  corporation  liberally 
offered  £80,  for  the  discovery  of  the  offenders. 
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house,  &;c.  The  duke  was  met  on  the  bridge  at  his  entrance  into 
Newcastle,  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  in  their  robes,  attended  by 
several  other  gentlemen,  who  after  having  paid  him  the  compli- 
ments due  to  his  exalted  rank  and  station,  walked  before  him  to  the 
mansion-house,  the  streets  being,  while  he  passed,  illuminated  with 
torches,  the  bells  ringing  and  guns  firing.  He  was  attended  by  the 
earl  of  Albemarle,  whose  son  lord  Bury,  was  aid-de-camp  to  the 
duke.  They  had  travelled  in  a  coach  and  six  from  London  to 
Durham,  but  finding  the  roads  bad,  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to 
accept  of  a  horse,  which  was  presented  to  him  by  George  Bowes, 
esq,  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Durham,  upon  which  he  rode  into  New- 
castle. About  seven  o'clock  next  morning  his  royal  highness  pro- 
ceeded to  the  north,  and  was  saluted  on  his  departure  with  a  peal  of 
bells,  and  a  discharge  of  cannon  from  the  town  wall.  Similar  demon- 
strations of  loyalty  and  affection  were  shown  at  every  town  through 
which  he  passed.  At  Morpeth  he  was,  met  by  the  bailiffs  and  other 
officers,  accompanied  by  the  principle  inhabitants  and  most  of  the 
neighbouring  gentry,  who  conducted  him  through  that  town  (for  he 
made  no  stop  in  it)  with  all  possible  marks  of  affection  and  repeated 
acclamations.  AVhen  the  duke'^s  army  reached  Felton,  Edward 
Ilorsloy  Widdrington,  esq.,  who  professed  the  Roman  Catholic 
roligion,  caused  the  contents  of  his  well-stored  cellar  to  be  carted  to 
the  street  of  the  village,  where  he  regaled  the  different  corps  as  they 
advanced,  with  bread,  beef,  and  beer.  His  royal  highness,  in  passing 
through,  experienced  his  hospitality,  and  at  parting  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  such  distinguished  liberality.  Mr.  W.  replied,  that 
he  wished  well  to  his  illustrious  family,  and  detested  internal  commo- 
tions, as  neither  plenty  nor  pleasure  could  be  enjoyed  independent  of 
peace.  The  sympathetic  zeal  of  the  inhabitants  catching  his  royal 
highness'^s  attention,  he  graciously  condescended  to  bestow  upon  this 
village,  the  flattering  appellation  of  t/te  loyal  little  village  of  Felton. 
His  royal  highness  dined  at  Alnwick,  and  was  welcomed  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy.  About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
he  was  met  upon  the  bridge  at  Berwick  by  the  mayor  and  magistrates, 
who  conducted  him  to  the  governor's  house,  where  he  lodged  until 
eight  o'clock,  when  he  set  out  for  Edinburgh.  There  were  great 
rejoicings  during  the  few  hours  his  royal  highness  remained  at  Ber- 
wick. He  was  also  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  town,  On 
the  10th  February  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  baggage,  carried  on 
mules,  richly  caparisoned,  passed  through  Newcastle  for  Scotland ; 
and,  on  the  13th,  about  dP20,000.  in  cash,  was  sent  from  Newcastle 
for  the  use  of  the  anny  there,  escorted  by  a  party  of  dragoons.  On 
the  17th,  in  the  night,  some  rebels  at  Newcastle,  attempted  to  break 
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out  of  the  gaol,  but  their  design  was  frustrated,  and  they  were  com- 
mitted to  the  dungeon.     March  3d,  thirty  transports,  arrived  in  the 
Tyne,   under  convoy  of   his    majesty's  ships   Sheerness,    Gibraltar, 
Grenada,  and  Hawk  sloop.     On  the  11th,  the  Dutch  troops  commen- 
ced embarking  in  these  transports,  and  sailed  from  Shields  shortly 
after.     All  fears  respecting  the  rebels  being  at  this  time  dissipated, 
the  gates  of  Newcastle,   which   had    been  built  up,   were  ordered 
to  be  opened  as  formerly.     April  the  21st,  an  express  arrived  at  New- 
castle with  the  important  information  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
having  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  the  rebels  on  the  16th  at 
GuUoden.     All  business  was  immediately  suspended,  the  bells  of  the 
churches  were  rung,  and  the  guns  incessantly  thundered  from  the 
ships  and   the  walls.      About  five   o'^clock  in   the  afternoon,    the 
marquis  of  Granby's  regiment  was  drawn  up  on  the  Sandhill,  where 
the  mayor  and  magistrates  were  assembled,  three  vollies  were  fired, 
during  which  many  loyal  healths  were  drank  amidst  the  loud  huzzas 
of  the  populace.     In  the  evening,  bon-fires  were  lighted  in  the  streets, 
and  the  windows,   both  of  the  houses  and  churches,  were  very  splen- 
didly illuminated,  as  were  also  the  ships  in  the  river;  the  young 
gentlemen  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  caused  tar  barrels  to  be 
burnt,    and    had   their  school   illuminated  at    their    own    expense, 
Nor  were  the  rejoicings  confined  to  the  limits  of  Newcastle,    but 
equally  manifested  in  every  town  and  village,  and  even  private  houses. 
April  22d,  lord  Bury  went  through  Newcastle  express  for  London, 
with  the  particulars  of  that  glorious  action.     On  the  2d  of  May,  the 
French  officers  and  men  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  at  Inverness, 
arrived  in  Newcastle,  and  were  confined  in  the  Moothall.     On  the 
5th  they  proceeded  under  a  strong  escort  for  Carlisle.    June  the  16th, 
a  man  named  Lewis,  a  Welshman,  and  one  Baillie,  an  Irishman,  were 
shot  at  Berwick  for  deserting  to  the  rebel  army.     July  10th,  arrived 
in  Newcastle  on  his  way  to  London,  under  escort  of  a  party  of  dra- 
goons, John  Murray,  esq.,  of  Broughton,  the  pretender's  secretary. 
On  the  23d,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  arrived  at  Newcastle  from  Scotland.     He  was 
accompanied  by  Lancelot  AUgood,  esq.,  high  sheriff  for  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  and  sir  William  Middleton,  bart.,  of  Belsay  castle, 
the  latter  of  whom  had  attended  the  duke  from  his  passing  through 
to  Scotland,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Culloden.     His  royal 
highness  was  met  at  Newgate,  and  welcomed  to  town  by  Cuthbert 
Smith,  esq,,  mayor,  William  Cuthbert,  esq,,   recorder,  and  several 
other  persons  of  distinction,  who  conducted  him  to  the  mansion-house, 
where  he  was  presented,  by  the  mayor,  with  the  freedom  of  the  town 
in  a  gold  box,  and  also  with  that  of  the  Trinity-house,  by  Francis 
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Heath,  esq.,  master,  in  another  gold  box,  being  both  of  curioas 
workmanship,  which  his  royal  highness  accepted  very  graciously. 
The  duke  set  out  for  London  about  three  o^clock  the  same  morn- 
ing. There  were  illuminations,  bon-fires,  and  other  rejoicings  on 
the  occasion.  On  the  28th  the  famous  lord  Lovat  arrived  in  New- 
castle, escorted  by  two  troops  of  dragoons.  The  next  morning  he 
proceeded  on  his  journey  to  London,  attended  as  above.*  In  August, 
the  high  sheriff  of  Northumberland  received  orders  to  return  his 
majesty's  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  said  county,  for  the  distin- 
guished zeal  they  had  shewn  for  his  majesty's  service  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  unnatural  rebellion. — Pict  Hist,  of  Engd^  Brand, 
Fuller^  S^c. 

1746  (January  2).— Died,  Edward  Chicken,  author  of  "The 
Collier's  Wedding.*" — ^and  other  poems.  He  was  bom  in  St.  Johns's 
parish,  Newcastle,  in  the  year  1798,  His  father,  it  is  believed,  was 
a  weaver,  who  died  during  the  minority  of  his  children,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  widow'^s  limited  circumstances,  the  sons  received  their 
elementary  education  at  the  parish  charity  school.  Mr.  Chicken 
was  a  free  burgess  by  patrimony,  and  a  member  of  the  weavers'  com- 
pany. His  acquirements  were  commensurate  with  the  duties  of  a 
teacher,  which  profession  he  followed  at  his  residence  (now  the  Three 
Tuns),  near  the  White  cross  in  Newgate  street.  He  was  also  parish 
clerk  of  St.  John's  during  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. — CaiTB  Mem. 
of  Edward  Chicken. 

January  7. — Early  in  the  morning  a  fire  broke  out  in  Chester^le- 
Street,  in  the  house  used  for  a  guard-house  there,  in  which  was  about 
50  horse  load  of  baggage,  the  house,  and  all  it  contained  was  entirely 
consumed  in  about  two  hours. — Local  Papers. 

May  12. — A  new  road  made  between  Sunderland  and  Wearmouth, 
which  was  done  after  the  turnpike  manner. — Ettricfs  Diary. 

September  3. — John  Stewart,  was  executed  at  Morpeth,  according 
to  his  sentence  for  breaking  Mr.  Stokoe's  shop,  in  the  Castle  Grarth, 
Newcastle,  and  stealing  goods;  also  for  stealing  a  horse. — Local 
Papers. 

September  8. — Three  men  and  one  woman  escaped  out  of  Durham 
gaol,  with  their  irons  on. — Ibid. 

September  15th. — Alexander  Anthony,  a  soldier  in  Greneral  Chol- 
mondley's  regiment,  quartered  in  Newcastle,  was  shot  on  the  town 
moor,  for  enlisting  in  the  French  service.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Fontenoy,  and  made  prisoner  by  the  French;  afterwards 
persuaded  to  enlist  into  Fitz-James's  horse,  with  whom  he  came  over 

•  He  wns  belieadi'd  on  Tower-liill.  London,  on  tbe  9th  of  April,  1747* 
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to  Scotland  and  joined  the  rebels,  and  was  very  active  in  their  service 
at  the  battle  of  Culloden,  after  which  he  waa  taken  prisoner.  He 
died  a  Roman  Catholic,  behaved  decently,  and  begged  of  all  his 
brother  a^diera  never  to  desert  their  colours.  He  was  about  23 
years  of  age,  and  bom  at  Stamford,  in  Lincolnshire. — Local  Papers. 
1746  (Sept.  24). — Died  at  Horse-gate,  in  the  parish  of  Byton,  Mr. 
Robert  Laws,  farmer,  in  the  109th  year  of  his  age.  He  retained  his 
memory  and  senses  to  the  last. — Jbid. 

Sept.  2.5. — Died,  the  last  borcv,  John  Hilton,  esq.,  only  male  repre- 
sentative of  the  ancient  and  honourable  fami- 
ly of  Hilton,  of  Hilton  castle,  in  the  county 
of  Durham.  Amongst  other  baronial  appen- 
dages, Mr,  Hilton  waa  one  of  the  hvteet  gen- 
tlemen in  England,  who  kept  a  domestic  fool. 
The  baron  on  one  occasion,  on  his  return 
from  London,  quitted  his  oarria^  at  the 
Ferry,  and  amused  himself  with  a  homeward 
saunter  through  his  own  woods  and  mea- 
dows; at  Hilton  foot-bridge,  he  encountered 
hia  faitliful  fool,  who  staring  on  the  gaudy 
laced  suit  of  his  patron,  made  by  some  southern  tailor,  exclaimed, 
"Whtia  fide  now  f '"  A  portrait  of  Mr.  Hilton  is  still  preeerved  at 
the  castle,  let  into  a  pannel  above  the  fire  place  in  the  great  dining 
room. — Surteet. 


N  Castle,  Vvkbau. 
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October  9. — Francis  Wrench  wae  buried  at  Norton,  near  Stockton, 
in  the  llOth  year  of  her  age. — i^orion  Reg. 

1746   (December  8th.)— Charles    Ratcliffe,   esq.,  brother  to  the 
unfortunate  earl  of  Derwentwatef,  was  be- 
headed  on  Tower-hill,   London.      He  was 
tried  and  condemned  for  being  in  the  rebel- 
lion in  1715,  but  escaped  from  Newgate  on 
the  11th  of  December,  1716.     Hewa«  taken 
in  the  Soli«l,  a  French  privateer,  Novem- 
ber   25th,    1745,    with  Fitz-James''   horse, 
and    about   one   hundred   others,    French, 
Scotch,  and  Irish,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  bound  to  Montrose, 
to  assist  the  Pretender,  in  the  rebellion  of 
that  year.      On   his  examination,   he   contended   that  he  was  not 
Charles,  but  Francis  Ratcliffe,  who   had  retired  to  France  previous 
to  the  rebellion  in  I7l5,  but  two  persons   from   Northumberland, 
named  Abraham   Bunting*  and   Thomas  Mouzeley,   swore   to   his 
identity,and  he  was  executed  aa  above  on  his  former  attainder.     This 
unfortunate  gentleman,  was  the  youngest  of  three  sons  bom  to  air 
Francis  Batclifie,  by  the  lady  Mary  Tudor,   natural   daughter  to 
King  Charles  II.     From  the  time  of  Ratciiffe's  escape  he  had  resi- 
ded abroad,  and  latterly  in  France,  where  he  married  the  lady  New- 
burgh,  relict  of  the  honourable  Thomas  Clifford,  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons  and  a  daughter.     James  Bartholomew,  the  eldest  son,  was 
prisoner  with  him  in  the  Tower,  and  afterwards  claimed  the  earldom 
of  Newburgh  in  right  of  his  mother,  and  died  in  1776.     Mr.  Spear- 
man in  his  notes  to  Hutchinson's  History  of  Northumberland,  says 
that,  "Charles  Ratclilfe  was  frequently  in  England  betwixt  1715  and 
1745;  when  he  was  taken,  there  was  great  difficulty  in  identifying 
his  person.     Old  sir  William  Middleton  of  Belsay,  though  a  staunch 
presbyterian  whig,  would  not  swear  against  him;   but  at  last  one 
Reed  of  Aydenbridge,  who  bad  been  Charles  R''s  schoolfellow,  swore 
poBsitively  to  his  person  from  a  scar  on  his  forehead,  which  he  saw 

■  Abnham  Bunting  ewore,  that  lh«  firai  time  h«  mw  th«  prisoner  ms  at  the  funenl 
of  one  ot  the  fumity,  ihat  he  taw  him  once,  he  believed,  ufrerwards ;  Hud  ibe  lait  tiaie 
he  law  bim  was  on  bone-back,  at  Hexham,  with  the  rebels,  in  171fi,  and  that  he  wu 
eure  the  priaoner  was  the  person.  Thomas  Mouieley  twure,  (hat  he  livt^  within  two 
milei  of  the  seat  belonging  to  the  OerwentwHici  family,  in  Nonhumberiand,  that  he 
bad  often  aeen  tbe  priMiier  at  ihe  bar,  and  that  he  linew  him  to  be  Charlei  BaldiBfe, 
brother  of  the  late  earl  of  Derwentwater;  b ting  asked  by  tbe  priMiner'i  rouiiael  bow  be 
could  be  ao  poasitive.  be  said,  by  a  >ciir  on  the  right  side  of  his  face,  which  was  alwaya 
much  whiter  than  the  rest  o(  bis  bee,  and  looked  like  the  mark  of  h  acald.  Thi*  appear- 
ed pLain  upon  tbe  prisoner's  lace. 


A.  D.  1747.]  TABLE   BOOK.  15 

him  receive  when  they  were  boys  going  to  school  together,  by  a  fall 
from  his  galloway.  About  the  year  1774,  this  old  rascal  was  thrown 
from  his  horse,  near  the  very  place  where  the  former  accident  occur- 
red. Mr.  Errington,  of  Sandhoe,  (a  papist,)  and  his  lady,  took  him 
into  their  carriage,  and  carried  him  home.  He  survived  a  short  time, 
and  died,  it  is  said,  under  some  other  strange  circumstances."^ 

1746. — This  year,  the  pier  at  Sunderland  was  333  yards  in  length, 
and  30  feet  broad  at  top,  and  .£^19,787.  had  been  expended  in  its 
construction.  In  1765  it  had  cost  «^50,000.  and  it  was  estimated 
that  its  completion  would  require  as  much  more. — Surtees. 

Joseph  Swallow,  of  Durham,  jeweller,  was  tried  at  the  assizes  there, 
for  drinking  king  James'^s  health. — Local  Papers. 

1747  (Jan.  10). — Lieutenant  Melvil  and  ensign  Reynolds,  of  Chol- 
mondley^s  regiment,  quartered  in  Newcastle,  happening  to  be  in  com- 
pany at  a  tavern  with  some  gentlemen,  Mr.  Reynolds  several  times 
drank  damnation  to  all  Scotsmen,  calling  them  rebels,  &c.,  though 
he  knew  Mr.  Melvil  was  a  native  of  that  country,  which  enraged  the 
latter  to  a  very  great  degree,  but  the  company  prevented  them  doing 
any  harm  to  each  other,  and,  they  seemed  after  to  be  reconciled ;  how- 
ever, their  swords  were  taken  from  them,  and  they  were  sent  to  their 
respective  lodgings  under  arrest.  Next  morning,  Mr.  Reynolds  sent 
a  challenge  to  Mr.  Melvil,  to  meet  him  at  a  place  named,  and  so  im- 
patient was  he  for  an  answer,  that  he  could  not  wait  the  return  of  the 
messenger,  but  went  himself  to  the  house  where  Mr.  Melvil  lodged, 
who,  being  in  bed,  immediately  got  up  and  dressed  himself,  and  then 
told  the  messenger  that  Mr.  Reynolds  might  come  to  him  as  soon  as 
he  pleased.  The  unhappy  man  came  up  stairs  directly,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  pistols  were  heard  to  go  off  as  one  shot,  and  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds fell.  Mr.  Melvil  immediately  after  came  down  stairs,  and  de- 
sired the  people  of  the  house  to  call  a  surgeon  to  the  assistance  of  his 
antagonist,  which  was  expeditiously  done,  but  to  no  purpose,  as  he 
expired  before  any  one  could  come.  Mr.  Melvil  retired  by  the  Garliol 
Croft,  and  was  that  day  seen  with  his  servant,  three  miles  north  of 
Morpeth,  both  on  foot.  Mr.  Melvil  had  parried  Mr.  Reynolds'  pistol, 
as  the  ball  had  struck  the  wall  above  a  man'^s  height,  but  the  ball 
fired  at  Mr.  Reynolds  went  in  at  one  side  of  the  breast,  and  out  at 
the  other,  and  lodged  in  the  room  door.  The  coroner's  inquest 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  manslaughter. — Crents,  Mag. 

January  24. — At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  fii-e  broke  out  in 
Felton  hall,  which  burnt  with  great  violence,  and  in  four  hours  con- 
sumed the  body  of  the  house.  The  wind  being  moderate,  the  two 
wings  were  saved  from  the  flames,  and  all  things  of  value  were  remov- 
ei^-^Local  Papers. 
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1747  (Feb.  6). — George  Maccaa,  a  soldier  in  general  Guise's  re^ 
ment  of  foot,  qnartered  at  Berwick,  was  shot  there  for  deserting  four 
times,  at  one  of  which  he  joined  the  rebels.  He  was  also  much 
addicted  to  stealing.  The  morning  of  his  execution,  under  fayour 
of  the  noise  of  the  drum  beating  the  reimlU,  he  attempted  to  break 
out  of  gaol,  and,  with  no  other  instrument  than  his  handcuife,  beat 
such  large  pieces  of  hewn  stone  out  of  the  walls  that  no  one  could 
have  supposed  it  to  have  been  done  without  the  aid  of  a  large  ham- 
mer.— Local  Papers. 

May  11. — As  the  Newcastle  merchant,  captain  Scourfield,  was 
coming  up  the  river  Tyne,  to  her  moorings  at  the  high  crane,  New- 
castle, there  happened  to  be  a  two  pound  ball  in  one  of  her  guns, 
unknown  to  the  captain  or  any  of  the  crew,  so  that  upon  her  firing, 
as  was  usual  when  ships  came  up  the  river,  the  ball  was  shot  out,  but 
happily  did  no  other  mischief  than  penetrating  eight  inches  into  a 
stone  in  the  Exchange,  and  rebounding  back  on  the  quay. — Ibid, 
May  31. — Died,  John  Hedworth,  of  Chester  deanery,  esq.,  M.  P. 
for  the  county  of  Durham.  He  was  descended  from  the  ancient  fami- 
ly of  Hedworths,  of  Harraton,  son  of  Ralph  Hedworth,  of  Cheater 
deanery,  by  his  wife  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Henry  Lambton,  of  Lamb- 
ton,  esq.  He  represented  the  county  from  the  year  1713  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  while  in  his  chariot  near  Leicester,  on  his 
journey  to  Bath.  He  was  the  last  male  representative  of  the  faouly 
of  Hedworth.— Sharp's  Knts.  ofDur. 

June  26. — The  Ann  and  Mary,  of  Whitby,  took  fire  and  burnt  to 
the  waters  edge,  at  Jarrow  quay,  near  Shields,  and  damaged  the 
Constant  Mary,  of  Whitby.   Two  sailors  were  blown  up. —  Univ.  Mag. 
July  13. — Died,  at  his  seat  at  Hebbum, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  in  the  75th  year 
of  his  age,   William   Ellison,   esq.,  senior 
alderman  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle. 
He  was  sheriff  of  that  town  in  1710,  1722, 
and  1 734 ;  and  declined  his  turn  of  mayor- 
ality  the  year  preceding  his  death,  on  ac- 
count of  his  great  age  and  infirmities.     The 
old  mansion-house  at  Hebbum,  in  which  Mr. 
Ellison  resided,  was  strongly  built,  as  if  for 
defence,  like  the  Border  towers.   It  waa  near- 
ly rebuilt  about  the  year  1790. — Su-rtees. 

August  28. — In  the  night,  thirteen  French  prisoners  made  their 
escape  from  Tynemouth,  by  means  of  a  hole  which  they  had  dug 
under  the  foundation  of  the  prison  into  a  garden  adjoining.  They 
went  directly  to  Cambois,  near  Blyth,  where  the  first  four  of  them 
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got  into  a  boat,  and  made  to  a  sloop  lying  there  laden  with  iron,  cut 
her  cable,  and  went  off  to  sea.  The  sloop  was  afterwards  seized  at 
the  Brill,  and,  with  her  cargo  of  iron,  sent  back  to  the  right  owners. 
September  13th,  three  more  of  the  French  prisoners  made  their 
escape  from  the  prison  at  Tynemouth.  A  fourth  was  taken  in  the 
hole  as  he  was  coming  out. — Local  Papers. 

1747  (Nov.  2). — At  a  farm  house,  belonging  to  Mr.  George  Bippon, 
at  Hamsteel,  near  Durham,  a  boy  holding  a  candle,  accidentally  set 
fire  to  some  straw  in  a  bam,  by  which  the  bam,  a  stack  of  hay,  and 
five  stacks  of  com,  were  entirely  consumed. — Ihid. 

December  19v — Died,  John  Fenwick,  esq.,  member  of  parliament 
for  Northumberland. — Genfs.  Mag. 

By  an  inscription  on  the  town-hall,  at  Bamardcastle,  that  build- 
ing was  erected  this  year  at  the  expense  of  Thomas  Breaks,  esq., 
a  native  of  that  town. — Surtees. 

This  year,  died,  John  Millot,  esq.,  of 
Whitehill,  near  Chester-le-Street.  He  was 
a  man  of  very  singular  habits  and  conver- 
sation, as  appears  from  a  curious  old  screen 
still  preserved  at  Whitehill,  on  which  se- 
veral of  his  exploits  are  depicted.  In  one 
compartment  he  is  hunting,  in  another 
drinking  and  smoking,  in  a  third  he  ap- 
pears as  a  successful  gambler,  and  seems 
to  be  enforcing  payment  of  his  winnings 
by  an  appeal  to  a  brace  of  pistols ;  and, 
to  omit  some  other  adventures,  in  the  second  compartment,  his  game 
cock  is  clapping  and  crowing,  having  ^^won  the  100  guineas  at  New- 
castle, March  31st,  1746,'*^  whilst  three  rivals,  Dunn,  Brandling,  and 
Bates,  lie  dead  at  his  feet,  and  a  craven-cock,  inscribed  Farrer  Wren, 
esq.,  is  running  away.  Whitehill  was  in  the  family  of  Millot  for  more 
than  three  hundred  years.  In  1438,  WiUiam  Melote  (under  sheriff 
of  Durham)  died,  seized  of  the  manor  of  Whitehill,  consisting  of  a 
mansion-house  and  117  acres  of  land,  by  40s,  rent  and  service,  and 
the  twenty-fourth  part  multure  at  the  manor  mill  of  Chester.  White- 
hill house  stands  one  mile  west  of  Chester-le-Street,  near  the  brink  of 
Chester  bum,  overlooking  a  shivery  cliff  covered  with  copsewood. 
The  east  view  embraces  Chester  spire,  Lumley  castle,  and  a  beautiful 
and  highly  cultivated  country. — Ibid. 

1748  (Feb.  6). — Peace  with  Spain  was  proclaimed  at  Newcastle, 
with  the  usual  formalities. — Local  Papers. 

March  4.  —  The  parish  register  of  Mitford,  Northumberland, 
records  the  burial  of  John  Fenwick,  aged  114. — Chron.  Mir. 
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1748,   March  24.~This  morning,  died, 
the  rev.  Robert  Thomlinson,  D.D.,  rector  of 
-  Whickham,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  pre- 
bendary of  St.  Paure,  London,  and  lecturer 
of  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  Newcastle,  aged 
79  years.     He  waa  a  gentleman   of  great 
learning  and  distinguished  judgment;  hia 
conversation   easy,    open,    instructive,  and 
adorned  with  such  a  modest  and  agreeable 
cheeifulness,  aa  endeared  him  to  all  who 
had  the  happiness  of  his  acquaintance.     He 
was  an  excellent  preacher,  and  an  ornament  to  religion ;  ever  delights 
ing  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  and  always  ready  to  help  the  poor  and 
needy.     Hie  extensive  charities,  both  public  and  private,  will  serve  aa 
lasting  monumenta  to  this  truly  pious  and  good  man.     His  library, 
which  was  very  large,  he  left  to  augment  that  in  the  church  of  St. 
Nicholas,  in  Newcastle.      He  was   blind  for  some  time  before  his 
death,  so  that  cords  were  placed  to  enable  him  to  go  to  and  fro  in  hi§ 
apartments.     Hia  widow  died  at  Whickham,  December  16th,  1769, 
in  the  1 02d  year  of  her  age. — Local  Papers. 

May  4. — "  61r.  Harle  and  I  having  joined  in  setting  up  a  stage 
couch  from  Sunderland  to  Durham,  and  from  Durham  to  New- 
castle; it  set  out  this  morning  from  Sunderland  and  returned  at 
night,  but  did  not  bring  in  one  farthing.  May  10. — This  week  the 
ooach  has  brought  in  Hs.,  and  our  outky  is  about  ^3.  The  roads 
being  so  bad  that  we  were  forced  to  use  six  horses.  May  11. — Mr. 
Harle  and  I  divided  our  stocks  about  the  stage  coach,  and  gave  it 
over ;  two  of  the  horses  came  into  my  hands  at  ^12 — one  which  cost 
when  bought  in,  i?13  5b.  June  6. — I  set  a  post-chaise  on  foot  on  the 
terms  of  the  stage  coach.  June  18. — 1  gave  over  the  post-chaise  also, 
it  having  gone  a  fortnight,  and  Mr.  Horle's  near  another  fortnight, 
and  brought  in  but  very  little  more  than  the  disbursements :  my  divi- 
sion was  i?2  la." — EUricFe  Diary. 

July  1 1 . — About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  house  of  Robert  Newby,  a  barber,  at  Bamardcastle,  which  des- 
troyed two  houses  before  it  was  extinguished.  The  honourable  Mr. 
Vane  sent  his  engine  and  apparatus  to  the  assistance  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, which  contributed  greatly  to  the  extinguishing  of  the  flames. 
Mr.  Vane  very  generously  made  a  present  of  them  to  the  tonn. — 
Loeal  Paperi. 

August  15. — Paul  Coleman  was  executed  at  Durham,  for  robbing 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  attorney,  of  that  city,  of  his  watch,  &c.,  and  stop- 
}iiD£  Mr.  Colling,  with  an  int«nt  to  rob  him.     Coleman  had  been  a 
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chairman  in  London,  and  had  come  to  the  north  for  the  purpose  of 
highway  robbery  and  house-breaking.  He  robbed  Mr.  Hut<;hinson 
on  Elvet  moor,  near  the  city  of  Durham,  he  also  took  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son^s  horse,  which  was  found  the  next  morning  near  Plawsworth.  On 
searching  his  lodgings,  at  Newcastle,  pistols,  powder,  slugs,  and  flints, 
were  found.  He  was  a  desperate  fellow  upwards  of  six  feet  high. — 
Local  Papers. 

1748  (August). — Several  locusts  were  found  in  the  counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham.  In  form  they  resembled  grasshoppers, 
hopping  and  flying  in  the  same  manner,  but  of  a  more  robust  make, 
and  of  a  difierent  colour.  The  wings  transparent  and  brown,  divided 
into  panes  by  a  small  black  line,  spotted  and  scaly  in  appearance  like 
a  salmon,  and  much  like  that  fish  in  colour.  The  length  about  two 
inches  and  a  half,  and  the  body  scaly,  and  of  the  size  of  a  large 
butterfly.  The  wings,  extended,  measured  five  inches. — Newcastle 
Gen.  Mag. 

September  18. — A  fire  happened  at  Bowran,  near  Barnardcastle, 
which  reduced  thirty-four  dwelling-houses  and  outhouses  to  ashes. — 
Ihid. 

Same  day,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at  Blaydon,  which  burnt  three 
houses  with  great  fury,  and  had  not  great  diligence  and  care  been 
used  in  keeping  the  rest  of  the  houses  wet  (the  wind  blowing  very 
violently),  all  the  south  side  of  the  village  would  certainly  have  been 
reduced  to  ashes. — Local  Papers. 

September  23. — Died,  in  Newcastle,  Catharine  Batcliff',  aged  113 
years,  supposed  at  the  time  of  her  death  to  be  the  oldest  woman  in 
that  town. — Ihid. 

This  year,  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  began,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, a  large  causeway,  in  the  manner  of  the  turnpike  roads,  eleven 
yards  in  breadth,  across  the  moor  of  that  town,  by  the  way  lead- 
ing to  Morpeth,  in  Northumberland.  This  was  completely  finished 
in  1749,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  William  Joyce,  surveyor.  Bourne 
tells  us,  that  the  town  moor  "  was  originally  a  wood  very  famous  for 
oaks,  out  of  which  have  been  built  many  hundred  ships,  and  all  the 
houses  of  the  old  town  of  Newcastle.'*' — Brand. 

The  inhuman  custom,  of  throwing  at  cods,  on  Shrove-Tuesday, 
was  continued  in  Stockton,  till  about  this  period,  when  it  was  ^up- 
pressed  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Skelly. — Brewster. 

A  play-house  was  built  in  Newcastle,  upon  part  of  the  walls  of  St. 
BarthoIomew'*B  hospital,  near  the  nunVgate.  The  entrance  to  the 
play-house  was  from  the  Turk's  head  yard.  The  old  wall  was  visible 
until  about  the  year  1833.  The  passage  called  Nun's- lane,  had  for- 
merly been  the  entrance  to  this  nunnery.    The  annexed  wood  cut  is 
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a  foe  simile  of  an  extremely  scarce  engraved  view  of  the  **  Nuniu 
Newcastle,"  of  which  a  reduced  copy  is  given  in  Brand's  History, 

1748  or  9, — Dr.  Cowper,  dean  of  Durham,  pulled  down  an  old  part 
of  the  deanery  at  Durham,  next  the  garden  facing  the  south,  and  re- 
built the  same  in  a  handsome  manner.  He  also  altered  and  improved 
some  of  the  apartments  behind  the  great  room.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1752,  he  put  two  handsome  Gothic  windows  into  the  old  oc- 
tangular kitchen  on  the  south  side  facing  the  college. — Butekinton. 

1749. — At  this  period,  the  parish  of  Whitfield,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  comprising  12,157  acres,  had  only  3,231  acres  of 
enclosed  ground.  The  roads  through  the  parish  were  mere  track- 
ways, and  the  principal  employment  of  the  people  was  the  conveyance 
of  lead  ore  to  the  neighbouring  smelt-mills,  in  sacks,  on  the  backs  of 
ponies.  There  was  not  a  cart  in  the  country.  The  farms  were  very 
small — seldom  above  twenty  pounds  a-year,  and  the  dwelling-houses 
and  farm-offices  upon  them,  of  the  most  wretched  description ;  of 
these,  the  present  owner,  William  Ord,  esq.,  pulled  down  between 
seventy-eight  and  eighty,  and  has  replaced  them  with  large  and  sub- 
stantial  farm-houses  and  commodious  offices ;  besides  building  numer- 
ous cottages,  workshops  and  mills  for  grinding  com  and  sawing  timber. 
The  turnpike-road  through  the  parish  was  first  made  under  authority 
of  an  a«t  of  parliament  passed  in  1778,  but  since  1824,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  another  act,  its  line  has  been  very  greatly  improved. — 
Hodgson's  Nortkd. 

January  2. — This  day,  the  duke  of  Newcastle's  grand  service  of 
plate,  valued  at  .f'iOOjOOO,  was  brought  in  a  keel  to  the  Custom- 
house in  Newcastle,  properly  guarded  from  Shields,  it  having  arrived 
there  a  few  days  before  in  a  vessel  from  Holland.  The  next  day,  a 
waggon  loaded  with  it  set  forward  for  London,  escorted  by  a  party  of 
dragoons. — Local  Papers. 

January  4. — Died,  at  Long  Horsley,  in  the  county  of  Northumber^ 
land,  in  the  ?lst  year  of  his  age,  Patrick  Cockbum,  M.A.,  vicar  of 
that  parish.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Cockbum,  D.D.,  vicar  of  Northolt, 
Middlesex.     In  1708  he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  captain  David 
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Trotter,  of  the  navy.  Wa«  racoessively  inoumbent  of  Nayland,  in 
Saffolk,  and  curate  of  St.  DunstanX  in  Fleet-8tl*eet ;  but,  on  the  ac- 
cession of  Greorge  the  first,  scrupling  to  take  the  oath  of  abjuration, 
he  resigned  his  curacy,  and  for  about  twelve  years  taught  Latin,  in 
Chancery-lane.  But,  in  1 726,  his  scruples  were  removed  by  reading, 
and  arguments  of  lord  chanceUor  King,  and  his  own  father ;  and  in 
1727,  he  accepted  the  office  of  minister  of  the  episcopal  congregation 
at  Aberdeen,  where,  on  the  accession  of  George  the  second,  he  preached 
**  On  the  Duty  and  Benefit  of  Praying  for  Government.''  Soon  after, 
the  chancellor  gave  him  the  living  of  Long  Horsley,  but  he  did  not 
reside  upon  it  till  1737,  when,  on  account  of  the  misconduct  of  his 
curate,  bishop  Chandler  obliged  him  to  leave  Aberdeen.  Besides  his 
sermon  from  1  Tim.  ii,  1-4,  on  the  accession  of  George  II.,  and  his 
defence  of  it,  he  published  in  the  Weekly  Miscellany,  '^  A  Defence  of 
Prime  Ministers  in  the  Character  of  Joseph,  and  a  vindication  of  the 
Mosaic  Deluge  C^  for  an  edition  of  which,  subscriptions  were  collect- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mits»  Cockburn,  his  wife,  shone  brightly 
amongst  the  learned  luminaries  of  her  age.  She  was  bom  in  London 
in  1679  ;  was  self-instructed  in  writing,  French,  and  Latin.  She  also 
studied  logic ;  and,  in  reading  the  polemics  of  the  day,  became  so 
enamoured  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Latin  church,  as  to  enter  into 
communion  with  it.  At  fourteen,  she  wrote  verses;  at  seventeen, 
published  her  tragedy  of  Agnes  de  Castro;  in  1698,  another  tragedy, 
called  Fatal  Friendship,  which  was  received  with  great  applause. 
After  this,  the  metaphysical  writings  of  Locke  became  so  much  her 
favourite  study,  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  she  defended  the  Essay 
on  the  Human  Understanding,  against  Dr.  Burnet,  of  the  Charter- 
house, the  eloquent  author  of  the  Theory  of  the  Earth,  and  the  Doc- 
trine of  the  Antients  cencering  the  Origin  of  Things.  This  brought 
her  into  the  acquaintance  of  Locke,  who  furnished  her  with  books, 
and  was  probably  one  of  the  causes  of  her  return  to  communion  with 
the  church  of  England,  which  happened  in  1707,  the  year  before  she 
married.  In  1726,  she  defended  Locke  against  Holdsworth,  but  this 
article  was  not  published  till  after  her  death.  Warburton  wrote  the 
elaborate  preface  to  her  Remarks  upon  the  Principles  and  Reasonings 
in  Dr.  Butherford'^s  Essay  on  the  Nature  and  Obligations  of  Virtue, 
which  remarks  were  published  in  1747.  Her  works — ^theological, 
moral,  dramatical,  and  poetical,  were  published,  with  an  account  of 
her  life,  by  Dr.  Birch,  in  two  vols.  8vo.  London,  1751.  Mrs.  Cock- 
bum  died  in  the  70th  year  of  her  age,  May  11th,  1749. — Hodgson's 
Narthd. 

1749  (Jan.  7). — Died,  in  a  very  advanced  age,  David  Hall,  of  Sand- 
gate,  in  Newcastle,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Blind  Dwfjf^  who. 
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from  frequently  chaunting  sonnets  of  his  own  composing,  and  from  the 
similar  misfortune  <»f  loss  of  sight,  was  often  styled  the  Newcagtle 
Horner^  and  very  probably  sung  through  as  many  towns  as  the  Grecian 
bard,  and  to  as  numerous  auditories. — Local  Papers. 

1749  (Feb.  6). — About  noon  the  proclamation  of  peace  was  read,  by 
order  of  the  magistrates,  in  the  two  public  markets  of  Newcastle,  by 
the  sherifTs  Serjeant ;  the  ceremony  was  performed  with  great  solem- 
nity, the  magistrates  appearing  in  their  scarlet  robes  (attended  by  the 
officers  in  the  town),  marched  in  procession  from  one  market  place  to 
the  other,  in  the  midst  of  loud  acclamations  from  the  populace,  who 
had  plenty  of  strong  beer  given  to  them.  The  gentlemen,  after  the 
ceremony  was  over,  went  to  the  King's  Head  tavern,  where  the  healths 
of  his  majesty,  the  royal  family,  &c.  were  drunk,  and  the  evening  was 
concluded  with  ringing  of  bells,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy. — 
Notoc,  Caur. 

March  5. —  Between  two  and  three  in  the  morning  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Catcheside,  a  saddler,  on  Tyne  bridge, 
which,  in  a  few  hours,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  assistance  of  fire- 
engines,  and  a  great  number  of  hands,  consumed  the  above  shop,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Beaveley,  a  hatter,  adjoining.  The  books  and  goods  of 
both  shops  were  destroyed,  and  the  damage  was  estimated  at  upwards 
of  £500,—Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

April  25. — Being  the  day  appointed  by  his  majesty  for  a  general 
thanksgiving  for  the  Peace,  the  magistrates  of  Newcastle,  in  their 
robes,  attended  by  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town,  preceded  by 
the  proper  officers,  went  from  the  Exchange  to  St.  Nicholas'  church, 
where  an  excellent  sermon  was  preached  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Turner,  the 
vicar,  from  Jeremiah^  xlvii.  6,  "  O  thou  sword  of  the  Lord,  how  long 
will  it  be  ere  thou  be  quiet  ?  put  up  thyself  into  thy  scabbard,  rest,  and 
be  still.''  After  which  they  returned  to  the  Sandhill,  when  they  drank 
his  majesty's  and  other  royal  healths,  under  a  triple  discharge  of  fire^ 
arms  from  three  companies  of  colonel  Bockland's  regiment,  joined  with 
the  loudest  acclamations  of  a  grateful  people,  and  gave  a  handsome 
present  to  the  soldiers  to  drink  the  healths  of  the  day ;  then,  the  ma- 
gistrates and  other  persons  of  distinction  went  to  the  Merchants^ 
hall,  where  they  had  a  very  elegant  entertainment,  and  drank  many 
loyal  healths.  About  six  in  the  evening,  they  returned  to  the  Sand- 
hill, where,  at  a  beautiful  fountain,  on  which  was  inscribed  in  gold 
letters,  "  God  save  King  George,"  with  an  imperial  crown  over  it,  and 
two  spouts  running  with  wine  for  the  populace,  the  magistrates  and 
gentlemen  repeated  several  loyal  healths.  On  their  returning,  the 
mob  immediately  gathered  about  the  fountain,  to  regale  themselves 
vnth  the  wine,  and  the  water  engines  playing  at  the  same  time. 
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afforded  excellent  diversion.  Several  gentlemen  threw  money  among 
the  populace,  from  windows  on  the  Sandhill,  to  drink  his  majesty'*s 
health,  &c.  The  evening  concluded  with  guns  firing,  bells  ringing, 
and  the  most  general  illumination  and  brilliant  assembly  ever  seen 
in  that  town.  Several  young  gentlemen  met  on  the  castle,  from 
v/hence  they  very  agreeably  diverted  the  town  for  several  hours  in 
the  night,  by  firing  of  guns,  playing  of  fire-wheels,  rockets,  &c. — 
Neicc.  Gen.  Mag. 

I74i  (June  11). — This  day  (Sunday)  being  the  anniversary  of  his 
majesty ""s  accession  to  the  throne,  its  celebration  in  Newcastle  was 
deferred  till  the  following  day,  the  morning  of  which  was  ushered 
in  with  ringing  of  bells,  &c.  At  noon,  three  companies  of  colonel 
Bockland'*s  regiment  were  drawn  up  before  the  exchange  on  the  Sand- 
hill, and  fired  three  excellent  voUies.  The  right  worshipful  Walter 
Blackett,  esq.,  mayor,  the  recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  council 
being  present,  they  drank  hi^  majesty'*s  health,  and  gave  money  to  the 
soldiers  to  do  the  same.  After  which,  a  great  number  of  gentlemen, 
both  of  the  town  and  from  the  country,  dined  at  the  mansion-house* 
where  there  was  an  elegant  entertainment  provided.  After  dinner,  a 
number  of  loyal  healths  were  drunk,  the  military  firing  between  each. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a  splendid  appearance  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men at  the  Neu)  Theatre  in  the  Turk's  Head  inn  yard,  to  see  the  Fair 
Penitent  performed ;  from  whence  the  gentlemen  departed,  and  met 
with  many  others  of  distinction  at  Mr.  Recorder's  club,  at  Mr.  Ew- 
bankX  in  Pilgrim-street,  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  evening  in  social 
cheerfulness,  and  to  view  the  fireworks  which  had  been  prepared  to 
celebrate  the  general  peace  (April  25),  but  which  were  postponed'to 
be  played  off  this  evening,  upon  a  scaffold  erected  for  that  purpose 
in  front  of  Plummer  tower,  in  the  Carliol  croft,  which  occasioned 
a  vast  concourse  of  spectators.  About  nine  o'clock,  a  guard  of 
soldiers  were  placed,  at  a  proper  distance  surrounding  the  scaffolding, 
to  keep  off  the  crowd,  that  the  execution  of  the  design  might  not  be 
interrupted,  or  the  persons  concerned  in  it  incommoded.  The  gentle- 
men and  ladies  were  placed  in  the  houses  and  gardens  on  the  east  side 
of  Pilgrim-street,  and  the  Croft  afforded  sufficient  room  for  the  com- 
monalty; so  that  every  one  had  a  full  view  of  the  fireworks,  which 
began  a  little  past  ten  o'clock,  and  continued  till  near  one  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  the  whole  was  conducted  with  great  order  and  regularity,  and 
without  the  least  injury  happening  to  any  person. — Ilnd, 

June  13. — ^A  bill  for  vesting  Dilston,  Langley,  and  other  forfeited 
estates  of  the  unfortunate  James,  earl  of  Derwentwater,  and  of  his 
brother,  Charles  Batcliffe,  in  trustees  for  an  absolute  state  of  inherit- 
ance for  the  benefit  of  Greenwich  hospital,  and  for  raising  certain 
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mmu  of  money  out  of  the  said  estates  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of 
tile  said  Charles  Batclifie,  received  the  royal  aeseat  on  the  above  day. 
— Gmfg.  Mag. 

1749  (June), — A  amrey  was  made  from  Newcastle  to  Carliale,  under 
the  authority  of  government,  for  the  projected  military  road  between 
those  places.  This  road  was  commenced  making  near  the  Westgate, 
Newcastle,  July  8th,  1751. — NewK.  Gen.  Mag. 

July  12. — Thomas  Younghusband,  esq.,  of  Budle,  in  Northumber- 
land, with  his  gardener  and  gamekeeper,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Erring- 
ton  and  a  cobleman,  having  been  shooting  on  the  Fern  islands,  the 
coble  unfortunately  upset  on  their  return  to  land,  by  which  accident, 
Mr.  Younghusband,  his  gardener,  and  the  cobleman,  were  drowned. 
—Ihid. 

August  2S. — A  grant  passed  the  great  seal,  to  Mr.  William  New- 
ton, of  Bumopiield,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Stokoe,  of  Bryan''8  Leap,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  both  gentlemen  of  great  experience  in  the  coal 
works,  for  a  new  invented  method  of  drawing  coals,  stones,  &c.  out  of 
deep  pits  or  mines. — GetWa,  Mag. 

October  30. — Being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth-day  of  king  George 
II.,  great  rejoicings  took  place  at  NewcasUe,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
towns.  At  Raby  castle,  the  day  was  celebrated  in  a  very  extraordinary 
mamier.  Most  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  and  many  out  of  York- 
ddre  and  Northumberland,  were  entertained  after  a  very  splendid  man- 
ner, by  the  honourable  sir  Henry  Vane,  bart.,  M.P.  fur  the  county  of 
Durham,  and  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury.     Among  other  public 
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demonstrations,  the  exhibition  of  fireworks,  from  a  stage  erected  in 
front  of  the  castle,  was  of  the  most  splendid  kind. — Local  Papers, 

1749  (Xov.  4). — Died,  at  his  house  at 
Elswick,  Mr.  John  Hodgson,  linen  draper, 
of  Newcastle,  and  a  considerable  coal-owner 
on  the  river  Tyne.  He  was  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent talents  in  business,  and  unwearied 
in  their  application,  which  he  prosecuted 
through  a  great  variety  and  extent  of 
affairs,  with  uncommon  ease,  calmness,  and 
regularity;  proceeding  without  bustle  or 
noise,  and  successful  without  pride  or  os- 
tentation ;  and,  as  he  always  observed  the 
strictest  probity  and  honour  in  his  dealings,  managing  with  care  and 
circumspection,  exact  in  his  accounts  and  punctual  to  his  engage- 
ments, his  conduct  obtained  the  highest  credit  and  confidence,  and  he 
was  universally  esteemed  and  beloved.  During  the  time  of  his  illness, 
an  uncommon  concern  and  solicitude  for  his  recovery  appeared  among 
all  ranks  of  people,  which  ended  in  a  more  general  lamentation  for 
his  death,  than  what  usually  accompanies  that  of  a  private  person. 
He  was,  indeed,  a  most  worthy  example  in  everj'  part  of  life,  a  great 
benefactor  to  his  country,  by  promoting  its  trade  and  commerce,  and 
a  happy  support  to  many  families  concerned  in  his  employments; 
a  courteous  and  affable  acquaintance ;  a  kind  and  beneficent  neigh- 
bour ;  a  firm  and  hearty  friend ;  a  tender  and  affectionate  husband  ; 
and  a  most  loving  and  indulgent  father.  The  general  respect  he  so 
justly  merited,  occasioned  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  and  others,  to 
pay  the  last  solemn  mark  of  it  by  attending  his  corpse  to  the  place  of 
interment,  in  the  quakers^  burial  ground,  in  Pilgrim-street. 

"  AdieUy  dear  FRiBNDy  thy  painful  task  is  o'er, 

And  angels  haU  thee  on  a  happier  shore. 

To  Thee,  all-wise^  all-good,  eternal  mind  ! 

Be  husband,  father,  son,  and  friend  resign' d. 

Yet,  O !  forgive,  if  with  reluctant  Heart, 

In  Life's  mid-race,  these  dear  relations  part ; 

Allow  the  throbbing  Breast,  the  sigh  sincere, 

And  friendly  tribute  of  a  willing  Tear. 

O  !  may  Thy  care  his  lov'd  Remains  attend ; 

Be  Thou  the  Husband,  Father,  and  the  Friend, 

Till  all  the  motley  scenes  of  life  shall  fly. 

And  they  rejoin  above  our  clouded  sky, 

"  Where  every  tear  is  wiped  fi'om  every  eye." 

'^Newe,  Gen,  Mag. 
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1749  (Dee.  10). — Kuth  Nicholson  was  buried  at  Hartlepool,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  aged  above  103  years. — Chron.  Mir. 

Deoember  2r>. — A  gL-ntiomaa  of  Newcastle,  having  invited  Greoi^ 
Clark,  commonly  called  Sh'pper  Clark,  bellniaii  of  Newcastle,  to  hia 
Christinas  dinner,  he  set  him  down  to  seven  8heep''s  plucka  he  bad 
provided  for  his  dugs.  George  ate  four  of  the  plucka,  a  pound  of 
bread,  throo  quarts  of  broth  mixed  with  an  ounce  of  jalap,  a  quart  of 
small  beer,  and  a  pint  of  ale.  He  would  have  ate  all  the  plucks,  had 
he  not  been  shamed  out  of  it  by  some  gentlemen  who  had  been  invited 
to  eye-witneua  this  swinish  transaction.  It  is  proverbial  at  the  present 
day,  to  call  any  person  with  a  voracious  appetite.  Skipper  Clark. — 
Local  Rec. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  silver  of  Edward  I.  and  II.,  was,  this 
year  found  near  a  heap  or  cairn  of  stones,  not  far  from  Unthank,  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  and  was  sold  by  Mr.  Westgarth  to  a  silver- 
smith, at  Newcastle. — HutcJdmon't  Dur. 

This  year,  Mr,  Francis  Armorer,  of  Newcastle,  coaJ-fitter,  had 
Itvin^,  three  brothers  and  one  sister,  whose  united  ages  amounted  to 
360  years  or  thereabouts,  and  were  healthy  persons. — Brand. 

The  church  at  Tanfield,  Durham,  was  rebuilt  this  year,  with  the 
exception  of  some  portion  of  the  chancel,  where  a  piscina  remaini 
in  the  south  wall. — Surteti, 
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HE  years  1749  and  1750  have  been  rendered 
memorable  in  the  northern  counties,  from  the 
prevalence  of  a  most  fatal  distemper,  which 
raged  to  an  awful  extent  amongst  cattle  of 
every  description,  and  of  which  immense  num^ 
bers  died,  or  were  destroyed,  in  the  hope  of 
arresting  its  further  progress.  The  effects  of, 
this  malady  had  been  so  severely  felt  in  the 
south  of  England,  during  the  two  preceding  years,  as  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  government ;  and  there  is  an  order  in  council,  dated 
the  22d  day  of  March,  1 747,  to  enforce  the  immediate  destruction  and 
burial,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  all  infected  cattle,  and  the  burial 
of  such  as  happened  to  die  of  the  distemper,  within  eight  hours.  And 
as  a  motive  to  induce  obedience  to  this  order,  his  majesty  graciously 
promised  that  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  should  pay  half  the 
value  of  such  beast ;  not  exceeding  40s.  for  other  cattle,  and  5s.  for 
each  calf,  which  should  be  killed  in  obedience  to  this  order.  The  dis^ 
temper  having  spread  into  several  parts  of  the  north  riding  of  York- 
shire, early  in  1749,  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for 
Durham,  ordered.  That  no  live  cattle,  or  their  slaughtered  carcases, 
skins,  or  tallow,  &;c.,  should  be  suffered  to  pass,  or  be  brought  over 
the  Tees  northward,  from  that  time  till  the  court  should  make  an 
order  to  the  contrary.  The  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  North- 
umberland made  the  like  regulations.  They  also  ordered  a  strict 
watch  to  be  kept  at  the  charge  of  the  county,  at  all  the  bridges,  fords, 
boats,  and  ferries,  on  the  rivers  Tyne  and  Darwent,  to  apprehend 
offenders  against  the  above  orders.  Notwithstanding  these  precau- 
tions, the  disease  manifested  itself  at  Cleadon,  near  South  Shields, 
about  the  end  of  March,  1 749,  where  fifty  head  of  cattle  died  within 
VOL  weeks.     In  May  it  appeared  at  Darlington,  where  one  farmer  lost 
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five  cows,  another  three,  and  a  third,  Mary  Wardel,  of  Black  well,  lost 
twenty.  The  distemper  continuing  to  spread,  meetings  of  the  land- 
owners were  held  at  various  places  in  the  counties  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland.  Lord  Ravensworth,  at  a  meeting  of  his  tenants, 
engaged  to  allow  each  of  them  the  full  value  of  each  beast  Buffering  by 
the  distemper,  on  condition  of  their  promptly  conforming  to  his  Mar 
jesty's  order  in  council.  The  result  of  these  meetings,  generally,  was 
that  the  landowners  agreed  to  allow  to  their  tenants  one-half  the 
amount  they  would  entitle  themselves  to,  from  government ;  and  the 
tenants,  by  subscribing  at  the  rate  of  Is.  a  head  for  all  the  cattle  they 
possessed,  raised  a  fund  from  which  the  sufferer,  for  a  beast  of  £4i 
value,  received  £3  lOs.  to  enable  him  to  re-stock  his  farm.  In 
Januar}',  1750,  one  Thomas  Grieve  was  tried  at  the  Durham  sessions, 
and  fined  i?20  for  soiling  two  infected  cows  in  the  market  there ;  one- 
half  of  which  fine  was  paid  to  the  buyer,  to  repair,  in  some  measure, 
the  damage  he  sustained  by  the  loss  of  all  his  cattle,  by  turning  the 
two  infected  cows  into  his  pasture  at  Byhope,  near  Sunderland ;  by 
w^hich  also  many  of  his  neighbours  suffered  to  a  great  extent.  This 
plague  ceased  about  June,  1 750,  and  in  July  the  justices  of  the  peace 
reversed  the  orders  of  the  preceding  year.  Of  the  many  remedies  re- 
commended on  this  occasion,  the  foUowing  most  extraordinary  one  was 
greatly  employed  by  the  country  people,  not  only  in  the  way  of  cure, 
but  of  prevention,  viz. : — to  smoke  the  cattle  almost  to  suffocation,  by 
kindling  straw,  litter,  and  other  combustible  matter  about  them. 
What  were  the  effects  that  resulted  from  this  process  is  not  stated, 
but  the  most  singular  part  of  it,  was  that  by  which  it  was  reported  to 
have  been  discovered,  and  which,  it  seems,  gave  it  an  indisputable  re- 
commendation and  authority.  An  angel  (so  says  the  legend)  descended 
into  Yorkshire,  and  there  set  a  large  tree  on  fire ;  the  strange  appear- 
ance of  which,  or  else  the  savour  of  the  smoke,  incited  the  cattle 
around  (some  of  which  were  infected  with  the  distemper)  to  draw  near 
the  miracle,  where  they  all  either  received  an  immediate  cure,  or  an 
absolute  prevention  of  the  disorder.  It  is  not  affirmed  that  the  angel 
staid  to  speak  to  any  body,  but  only  that  he  left  a  written  direction 
for  the  neighbouring  people  to  catch  this  supernatural  fire,  and  to 
communicate  it  from  one  to  another  with  all  possible  speed  throu^out 
the  country ;  and  in  case  that,  by  any  unhappy  means,  it  should  be 
extinguished  and  utterly  lost,  that  then,  new  fire,  of  equal  virtue, 
might  be  obtained,  not  by  any  common  method,  but  by  rubbing  two 
pieces  of  wood  together  till  they  ignited.  Upon  what  foundation  this 
story  stood,  is  not  exactly  known,  but  so  much  is  certain,  that  it 
gained  sufficient  credit  to  have  put  the  farmers  actually  into  a  huny 
of  communicating  flame  and  smoke  from  one  house  to  another,  with 
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wonderful  speed,  making  it  run  like  wildfire  over  the  country. — NeuH!. 
Gen.  Mag. 

17iO  (Jan.  7). — Died,  in  the  eighty-first 
year  of  his  ^e,  Gawen  Ayneley,  of  Little 
Harle,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
esq.  He  was,  perhaps,  the  eldest  magis- 
trate in  England,  having  been  constantly 
I  in  the  ootnmiseion  of  the  peace,  for  about 

sixty  years,  in   which   he  never  failed   to 
discharge  his  duty  with  such  distinguished 
ability,  uprightness,  and  resolution,  as  to 
gain  him  the  esteem  of  all  virtuous  men, 
and  made   bira   highly  serviceable  to  the 
community.     He  was  strictly  loyal  to  his  king  and  a  sincere  friend  to 
his  country :  in  the  whole,  his  character  was  truly  amiable,  and  wor- 
thy of  imitation. — Ibid. 

February  12. — There  was  launched  from  Mr.  Headlam's  yard,  on 
the  river  Tyne,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  number  of  spectators,  a  fine 
vessel  capable  of  carrying  upwards  of  thirty  keels  of  coals,  and  was 
said  to  have  been  the  largest  vessel  bnilt  on  that  river.  It  was  called 
"  The  Russell,"  in  compliment  to  one  of  the  owners. 

March  22. — Died,  at  his  house,  in  Li nooln's-inn -fields,  London, 
James  Jurin,  M.A.,  a  man  of  great  learning  and  literary  eminence. 
He  became  master  of  the  royal  gramnmr-echool,  Newcastle,  January 
23d,  1710.  During  the  period  that  he  was  master,  he  published  an 
edition  of  Varenius's  geography,  dedicated  to  Dr.  Bentley.  Mr. 
Jurin's  early  attachment  to  those  philosophical  studies,  which  he  afber- 
wards  cultivated  with  so  much  success,  was  evident  during  his  resi- 
dence at  Newcastle,  where,  according  to  Brand,  he  gave  lectures  in 
experimental  philosophy,  and  saved  a  thousand  pounds,  which  enabled 
him  to  prosecute  his  plans  at  Cambridge,  and  take  a  doctor's  degree 
in  physic.  In  April,  1725,  he  was  elected  a  physician  of  Guy's  hospi- 
tal. His  practice  was  very  considerable  in  London,  where  he  acquired 
a  large  fortune  by  his  profession. — BrewBier. 

March. — A  very  serious  riot  occurred  among  the  keelmen  of  New- 
castle, this  month ;  and  on  the  27th  April,  several  unknown  persons 
supposed  to  be  keelmen,  assembled  in  Els  wick-fields,  near  that  town, 
one  of  whom,  from  a  stile,  proclaimed  prince  Charles,  king  of  England, 
&c.,  to  which  the  others  assented  by  immediately  saying  Amen. 
Next  day,  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  offered  a  reward  of  .i'lOO.  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  parties  so  offending,  to  be  paid  on  conviction. 
The  keelmen,  who  had  made  a  stand  for  seven  weeks  on  pretence  of 
grievances,  and  who,  during  that  time,  had  been  very  refractory  and 
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riotous,  commenoed  working  on  the  7th  of  May.  Several  of  the  most 
riotoua  wure  tried  at  the  assizes  in  August,  and  convicted ;  some  had 
three  months'  and  others  one  month's  imprisonment,  and  to  find  secu- 
rities for  their  future  good  behaviour.  This  riot  cost  the  hostmen 
of  Newcastle  a  considerable  sum  of  money, — Netac.  Cour. 

1750  (April  11).— Died,  in  Park-street, 
London,  Sir  Ghaloner  Ogle,  knight,  of 
Copeland  castle,  Northumberland,  admiral 
ITiTii  iliif'Tl'  ■  I  i"llllilillii[li''lliril'  ^^^  commander-in-chief  of  his  majeHty''a 
II  l'  |Ni '.lliilill'i  'II!  I'll'!'',!  I  fleet;  an  officer  whose  integrity,  courage, 
I  I  i,j'i|lij'  Ii'Ii'I'M''  I  ^^^  abilities  were  conspicuouB  in  his  long 
service  of  his  country  —  upwards  of  fifty 
years.  To  those  qualities  which  peculiarly 
adorned  his  profession,  he  added  all  those 
social  virtues  and  goodness  of  heart  which 
mode  his  loss  stili  more  dearly  regretted  by 
those  who  had  most  known  him.  He  was  bom  at  Kirkley,  in  North- 
umberland, and  being  destined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  royal  navy, 
he  was  very  early  advanced  by  his  personal  merit  and  courage,  to  the 
command  of  the  Swallow  man-of-war,  when  he  took  Roberts,  the 
famous  pirate,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  February  5th,  1722.  For  this 
service,  captain  Ogle  was  knighted  the  year  following,  and  afterwards 
rose  to  the  highest  stations  in  the  navy. — Kewc.  Gen.  Mag. 
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April. — As  some  workmen  were  sinking  a  draw-well  at  Ebchester, 
a  Tillage  near  the  river  Darwent,  they  discovered  a  very  remarkable 
piece  of  antiquity,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been  an  aqueduct  to  a 
Boman  bath. — Newc.  Caur. 

1750  (April  18). — Died,  at  his  seatatHowick,  in  Northumberland, 
generally  regretted,  aged  fifty-eight,  sir  Henry  Grey,  bart.  May  6th, 
about  nine  o^clock  at  night,  by  his  own  express  desire,  his  remains 
were  deposited  in  the  family  vault  in  Howick  church.  He  was  of  a 
very  charitable  and  beneficent  disposition.  Upon  the  site  of  an  old 
decayed  church,  he  erected  a  new  one,  of  an  elegant  taste.  He  laid 
out  <f  100  towards  building  a  convenient  school-house,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  children  of  the  parish ;  and,  to  the  former  salary  of  <£^10  a- 
year  to  the  master  for  teaching  all  the  indigent  children  gratis,  he 
added  the  interest  of  jE^200  yearly,  for  the  master'^s  better  subsistence 
and  encouragement.  He  also  bequeathed  the  interest  of  <£^  100  to  be 
given  annually  on  his  birth-day  to  the  indigent  inhabitants  of  the 
parish. — Local  Bee. 

May  3. — ^The  corpse  of  Mrs.  Shaftoe,  relict  of  Robert  Shaftoe, 
esq.,  of  Ben  well,  passed  through  Newcastle  from  London,  in  a  mourn- 
ing hearse,  drawn  by  six  horses,  and  embellished  with  secutcheons 
and  emblems.  The  body  was  deposited  in  the  family  vault  at  Ben- 
well.  The  now  disused  cemetry  of  that  village  was  at  that  time  a 
place  of  sepulture,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  chapel,  now  no  more, 
would  then  be  in  existence. — /Wrf. 

June  13. — ^Died,  at  Whitehouse,  on  Gateshead  Fell,  aged  one  hun- 
dred and  five  years,  Mr.  Edward  Golvil,  father  of  the  countess  of 
Tankerville,  and  of  Susan,  the  wife  of  Lionel  Allan,  esq.  She  died 
the  11th  of  January,  1782,  having  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two,  and  had  outlived  her  husband,  ten  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  buried  ten  children.  Mr.  GolviFs  remains  were  interred  in  All 
Saints^  church,»Newca8tle,  in  the  burial  place  belonging  to  the  family. 
It  appears  that  GolviFs  chare,  (a  lane  leading  from  the  Butchers'*  bank 
to  the  Quayside)  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  was  so  called  in  conse- 
quence of  this  family  having  property  there. — Ibid, 

June  17. — Was  married,  at  B»othbury,  in  Northumberland,  Mr. 
William  Donkin,  a  considerable  farmer  of  Tosson,  in  the  same  county, 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Shotton,  of  the  same  place.  The  entertainment  was 
very  grand,  there  being  provided  no  less  than  120  quarters  of  lamb, 
44  quarters  of  veal,  20  quarters  of  mutton,  a  great  quantity  of  beef, 
12  hams,  with  a  suitable  number  of  chickens,  &c.,  which  was  concluded 
with  eight  half-ankers  of  brandy  made  into  punch,  twelve  dozens  of 
cyder,  a  great  many  gallons  of  wine,  and  ninety  bushels  of  malt  brewed 
into  beer.    The  company  consisted  of  550  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who 
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were  diverted  with  the  musio  of  twenty-fiye  fiddlers  and  pipers,  and 
the  whole  was  concluded  with  the  utmost  unanimity. — GefU.  Mojg. 

1750  (June  1 8)  .-Died,  at  his  seat  at  Blag- 
don,  Matthew  White,  esq.,  governor  of  the 
Merchants^  Company  in  Newcastle,  from 
1712  to  1739.  He  distinguished  himself 
highly  in  1715,  for  his  defence  of  the  house 
of  Hanover.  In  1720  he  was  sheriff  of 
Northumberland ;  and  was  for  many  years 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  that 
county.  On  the  21st  his  remains  were  re- 
moved from  Blagdon  to  his  house  in  New- 
castle, attended  by  all  his  tenants,  &c.  In 
the  evening,  his  corpse  was  interred  with  great  funeral  solemnity,  in 
the  family  vault  in  All  Saints^  church,  Newcastle. — NevK,  Cour. 

July  17. — There  was  the  most  dreadful  storm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, at  Darlington,  that  had  ever  been  remembered  by  the  oldest  in- 
habitant of  that  place.  The  spire  of  the  church  was  rent  and  shattered 
from  top  to  bottom.  On  the  north-west  side  of  it,  about  three  yards 
from  the  top,  the  stones  were  thrown  quite  out,  so  as  to  lay  the  inside 
open  for  a  space  of  about  four  yards ;  betwixt  this  breach  and  the 
bottom  were  several  others,  but  not  quite  so  large,  besides,  the  church 
itself  was  so  much  damaged,  that  divine  service  could  not  be  performed 
in  it  until  the  spire  was  entirely  taken  down  and  the  church  repaired. 
The  spire,  which  was  a  very  lofty  one,  was  reckoned  the  highest  and 
most  complete  piece  of  that  kind  of  workmanship  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land. By  the  same  storm,  many  houses  were  shattered  and  laid  open, 
and  people  struck,  but  none  killed. — fftUchinsan. 

July  22.- — Between  eight  and  nine  at  night,  a  strange  phenomenon 
was  seen  in  the  air ;  it  appeared  first  at  a  considerable  distance  in  the 
north,  passed  this  place  (Newcastle)  with  great  velocity  to  the  south, 
and  seemed  to  be  a  body  of  fire  about  twenty  inches  round,  and  in  its 
motion  had  a  luminous  tail  about  two  yards  long. — Newe.  Jour. 

July  24. — About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  there  broke  out  the  most 
dreadful  fire  ever  known  in  Newcastle.  It  began  at  the  bottom  of 
an  entry  in  the  Close,  near  Tyne  bridge,  in  a  cellar  made  use  of  for 
a  warehouse,  situated  on  the  side  of  the  river  where  the  buildings 
stood  extremely  crowded  together,  and  without  any  wharf  or  quay 
between  them  and  the  water,  which  made  all  approach  for  assistance 
more  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  most  probable  occasion  of  the  fire 
was,  an  innkeeper's  brewhouse  and  a  merchant's  cellar  lying  contiguous 
on  that  side  where  the  brewer's  copper  stood,  and  the  partition  being 
but  a  few  inches  thick,  the  bricks  were  so  intensely  heated  by  the 
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flame  of  the  furnace  then  at  work,  that  some  oombuatible  goods,  placed 
against  the  heated  wall^  took  fire,  which  spread  through  the  ceUar, 
and  had  burst  with  violence  into  the  open  air  before  it  was  discovered. 
Above  this  cellar  was  the  dweUing-house  and  warerooms  of  an  eminent 
bookseller  (Mr.  Martin  Bryson)  who  was  from  home,  but  his  servants 
very  narrowly  escaped  being  burnt,  the  floors  falling  into  the  flames  a 
few  minutes  after  they  had  quitted  their  beds.  By  this  time  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  were  sufficiently  alarmed,  and  all  possible  assist- 
ance was  given.  The  adjoining  houses  were  unroofed,  and  chimneys 
and  walls  thrown  down  upon  the  flames  to  smother  the  growing  fire. 
The  streets  were  broke  up,  and  plenty  of  water  obtained,  which  was 
incessantly  plied  by  engines  and  buckets.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the 
goods  and  furniture  that  could  be  come  at  were  removed,  and  placed 
under  proper  guards  to  secure  them  from  the  evil-disposed.  The 
presence  of  the  magistrates  and  the  o^icers  and  soldiers  of  lord 
Ancram'^s  regiment,  then  quartered  in  Newcastle,  was  particularly 
serviceable,  but,  notwithstanding,  about  ten  dwelling-houses  and  a 
great  many  warehouses,  with  abundance  of  goods  and  furniture,  were 
entirely  consumed  before  eight  o^clock  the  next  morning,  when  its 
ravages  were  checked.  The  damage  was  computed  at  «^10,000.  A 
liberal  subscription  was  raised  for  the  sufferers,  which,  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1751,  was  distributed  as  follows : — ^To  the  two  children  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Heslop,  then  deceased,  ^£^370,  Mr.  John  Shaw  and  sister, 
^250,  Mr.  Martin  Bryson,  d£'70,  Mr.  James  Hume,  <£^30,  Margaret 
Young,  servant  to  Mr.  Bryson,  ^30,  Jonathan  Haswell,  a  flax-dresser, 
jP20,  John  Pearson,  servant  to  Mr.  Harrison,  ^20,  Mrs.  Katherine 
Jefferson,  <£^8,  and  Robert  Maclean,  £S, — Local  Papers. 

1750  (July  25). — The  golden  arrow  was  shot  for,  at  Darlington, 
by  fourteen  archers,  and  was  won  by  John  Bowes,  esq.,  captain. 
The  hon.  Thomas  Vane,  was  lieutenant. — Ibid. 

August  18. — ^A  terrible  fire  broke  out  at  one  BobsonX  who  kept 
an  alehouse  near  the  church  in  Bellingham,  Northumberland.  It 
burnt  with  great  fury  for  some  hours,  during  which  time  twenty-seven 
houses  were  reduced  to  ashes,  the  occupants  of  which  lost  most  o^ 
their  effects,  some  saving  only  what  they  had  on  their  backs.  During 
the  conflagration,  the  bam,  byers,  &;c.,  of  John  Beed,  esq.,  narrowly 
escaped,  they  having  taken  fire  three  times.  The  fire  was  occasioned 
by  Bobson  having  put  some  straw  into  a  large  chest  in  which  they 
used  to  keep  their  oatmeal,  (it  being  customary  before  they  put  down 
their  new  meal,  to  set  fire  to  a  wisp  of  straw,  in  order  to  make  it 
sweet,  destroy  the  mites,  &o.,)  and,  being  in  liquor,  lighted  it,  shut 
the  lid,  and  came  down  stairs.  Some  time  after,  his  wife  and  he 
went  to  bed,  not  remembering  what  he  had  done ;  they  awoke  about 
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twelve  o'clock  almost  stifled  with  smoke,  and  he  then,  but  too  late, 
bethought  himself  of  the  cheet.  He  endeavoured  to  go  up  sturs  to 
fetch  down  some  cash  which  he  recollected  they  had  in  the  house,  bat 
in  the  attempt,  the  floor  feU  in  with  him,  and  he  perished  in  the 
flames.  His  wife  escaped  in  her  shift.  William  Charlton,  of  Bede*- 
mouth,  esq.,  had  twelve  houses  consumed,  notwithstanding  which,  he 
generously  distributed  handsome  sums  among  the  unhappy  sufTerers. 
— Local  Papers. 

1750  (August  27). — Jamea  Macfidum,  alias  Macforland,  was  exe- 
cuted at  Durham,  for  robbing  Robert  Hopes,  a  boy  about  ten  yean 
old.  He  died  penitent,  but  denied  being  guilty  of  the  act  for  which 
he  was  about  to  suffer.  The  robbery  was  as  follows :  on  the  8th  of 
the  preceding  January,  the  boy  on  hie  way  to  school  over  Whickham 
common,  passed  a  man  with  a  woman  sitting  on  his  knee,  who  asked 
him  which  way  he  was  going!  the  lad  answered,  to  school,  on  which 
the  fellow  caught  hold  of  him,  carried  him  into  an  adjoining  hollow 
and  stripped  him  of  all  his  clothes  except  his  breeches  and  shoes, 
threatening  to  cut  his  throat  if  he  cried  out.  As  soon  a«  the  boy 
was  at  liberty,  he  crept  through  a  hedge  and  ran  to  his  father,  who 
was  at  work  at  a  little  distance,  who  alarmed  the  neighbourhood, 
pursued  and  took  the  fellow.  When  taken  before  a  magistrate  he 
pretended  to  be  dumb,  but  the  boy  reminded  him  of  the  speech 
he  made  when  he  threatened  his  life.  This  man  and  woman  were 
part  of  a  gang  of  Faws,  who,  for  many  years,  had  infested  that 
neighbou  rhood . — /J  id. 

August  27. — Alnwick  castle,  together  with  all  the  estates  of  the 
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barony,  &c.^  having  devolved  upon  the  earl  and  countess  of  Northum- 
berland,  by  the  death  of  Algernon,  duke  of  Somerset ;  the  earl  and 
countess,  with  a  splendid  retinue,  passed  through  Newcastle  on  the 
above  day,  on  their  way  to  Alnwick.  At  Felton  they  were  met  by  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  and  aU  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Aln- 
wick, who  accompanied  them  to  the  ccustle,  the  ancient  seat  of  the 
&mily  of  Percy.  Both  the  town  and  the  neighbourhood  was  a  scene 
of  festivity  on  the  occasion. — Local  Papers. 

1750  (Sept.  2). — ^A  new  organ  was  opened  in  St.  John'^s  church  in 
Newcastle,  and  a  charity  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Thomas  Sharp, 
archdeacon  of  Northumberland. — Ibid. 

September  7. — Joseph  Butler,  bishop  of  Bristol,  was  translated  to 
Durham.  During  the  short  time  which  bishop  Butler  held  the  see  of 
Durham,  he  conciliated  all  hearts.  In  advanced  years,  and  on  the 
episcopal  throne,  he  retained  the  same  genuine  modesty  and  native 
sweetness  of  disposition  which  had  distinguished  him  in  youth  and  in 
retirement.  While  at  Durham  he  removed  from  the  old  dining-room 
of  the  castle,  the  tapestry  which  had  graced  it  from  a  very  early 
period,  and  permitted  its  roof  and  walls  to  be  decorated  with  the 
ornaments  which  they  still  retain,  and  which  afford  a  melancholy 
proof  of  the  then  low  state  of  English  architectural  knowledge. 
Bishop  Butler'*s  constitution  originally  delicate,  was  at  the  time  of  his 
removal  to  Durham,  evidently  sinking  under  the  attacks  of  disease ; 
and  he  expired  at  Bath,  within  the  second  year  of  his  translation,  on 
the  16th  of  June,  1752. — Surtees.    Maine. 

November  5. — The  organ  of  St.  Nicholas"*  church,  in  Newcastle, 
after  having  had  a  swell  and  other  additions,  was  opened. — Brand. 

December  19. — Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  the  right  worshipful 
the  mayor,  and  many  other  gentlemen  and  tradesmen  of  Newcastle 
met  at  Mr.  Ewbanks,  in  Pilgrim  street,  when  a  very  large  subscrip- 
tion was  made  towards  establishing  a  herring  fishery  chamber  in  that 
town. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

About  this  year  the  town-house  or  guildhall  at  Hartlepool  was 
built.  The  court-room  is  about  50  feet  in  length,  by  22^  in  breadth 
and  15  in  height. — Hist,  of  Hartlepool. 

1751  (Jan.  4). — Two  curious  engines  for  extinguishing  of  fire, 
which  had  been  purchased  of  Mr.  Nuttal,  of  Long- Acre,  Loudon,  by 
the  corporation  and  Trinity-house  of  Newcastle,  were  tried  on  the 
SandhiU,  in  that  town.  That  belonging  to  the  corporation  discharged 
170  gallons  of  water  in  a  minute,  at  1 60  feet  distance.  They  were 
tried  again  on  the  Sandhill,  on  the  28th  by  the  maker^  Mr.  Nuttal. — 
Local  Papers. 

January  19. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  mill  at  Garr'*8-hill,  on  Gates- 
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head  Fell,  belonging  to  Mr.  Sissons,  of  Newcastle,  which  entirely  con- 
sumed the  same.  It  was  supposed  to  have  been  set  fire  to,  and  a 
reward  was  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  the  offenders. — Local 
Papers. 

1751  (Feb.  7). — The  frost  was  so  intense  at  Newcastle,  that  a 
wherry,  in  which  were  two  men,  was  blocked  up  in  the  ice  in  the 
middle  of  the  Tyne,  where  the  men  were  obliged  to  remain  and  endure 
the  severity  of  the  cold  till  next  morning,  when  they  walked  ashore 
upon  the  ice.^ — Ihid. 

February  9. — A  small  society  of  benevolent  individuals,  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Richard  Lambert,  an  eminent  surgeon,  of  New- 
castle, resolved  to  establish  a  general  infirmary  in  that  town ;  and  on 
the  above  day,  a  public  subscription  was  commenced  which,  by  the 
month  of  June,  exhibited  an  annual  revenue  of  about  ^1500,  and 
benefactions  of  near  <£^1000 ;  besides  subscriptions  towards  the  in- 
tended building  of  dP670.  A  house  was  provided  in  Gallowgate,  as 
a  temporary  institution  for  the  reception  of  patients.  The  23rd  of 
May  was  the  day  fixed  for  opening  this  building,  on  which  occasion,  a 
very  large  number  of  the  governors  met  at  the  exchange,  and  from 
thence  went  in  procession,  accompanied  by  the  magistrates,  to  St. 
Nicholas*  church,  where  an  excellent  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
venerable  arch-deacon  Sharp,  from  Luke  x.  36,  37.  "  Which  now 
of  these  three,  thinkest  thou,  was  neighbour  unto  him  that  fell  among 
the  thieves  ?  And  he  said.  He  that  shewed  mercy  on  him.  Then 
said  Jesus  unto  him.  Go  thou  and  do  likewise.'''*  After  divine  service 
the  committee  went  to  the  infinnar}',  when  seven  in-patients,  and  four 
out-patients  were  admitted  after  examination  by  the  receiving  physi- 
cians and  surgeons.  On  the  30th  there  were  sixteen  patients  in  the 
house,  seven  of  whom  were  from  the  county  of  Durham,  two  from 
Northumberland,  and  seven  belonging  to  Newcastle.  On  the  same 
day  the  poor-boxes  were  opened  and  £Q.  18s.  lOd.  found  therein.  In 
one  of  them  was  a  shilling  enclosed  in  a  piece  of  paper  with  the  fol- 
lowing lines : — 

To  serve  the  needy,  sick  and  lame. 

This  splendid  shilling  freely  came 
From  one  who  knows  the  want  of  wealth. 

And  what  is  more,  the  want  of  health. 

Beneath  this  roof  may  thousands  find 
The  greatest  blessing  of  mankind ; 
And  hence  may  millions  learn  to  know 
That  to  do  good's  our  end  below ; 
That  vice  and  folly  must  decay 
Ere  we  can  reach  eternal  day. 
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September  5th,  the  right  reverend  the  bishop  of  Durham,  as  grand 
visitor  of  the  infirmary,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen, 
who  were  assembled  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy, 
went  in  procession,  to  the  Forth  Banks,  where  the  foundation  stone 
of  a  new  building  was  laid,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  great  con- 
course of  people.  A  plate  of  copper  was  deposited  in  the  stone  with 
the  following  inscription: — "The  foundation  of  this  infirmary  wa« 
laid  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  the  second,  1751,  by  the  Right  Reverend  Joseph,  Lord 
Bishop  of  Durham,  Grand  Visitor .*•'  On  the  reverse,  "  The  Ground 
was  given  by  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle,  Ralph  Sowerby,  Esq., 
Mayor,  William  Clayton,  Esq.,  Sheriff.'"  The  building  was  com- 
pletely fitted  up,  and  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients,  Oct.  8th, 
1752.     It  cost  upwards  of  ,f  3000. — Newc,  Gen,  Mag, 

I75J  (Feb.  12). — About  ten  at  night  two  sailors,  belonging  to  the 
Littlejohn  of  Sunderland,  Captain  Carr,  took  the  boat  to  go  on  board 
their  ship  :  but  next  morning,  the  master  could  neither  find  his  boat 
nor  these  two  men,  and  upon  enquiry  found  reason  to  believe  they 
had  been  driven  to  sea,  without  meat,  oar,  boat-hook,  or  any  other 
thing.  Bei^des,  the  wind  had  blown  prodigiously  all  night,  and  still 
continued  blowing  in  the  same  manner  at  S.W.  Upon  this  Mr. 
John  Bird,  hired  a  sloop,  which  was  sent  after  them  on  Wednesday, 
and  cruized  out  of  sight  of  land  till  Thursday,  but  returned  without 
seeing  them,  when  they  were  given  up  for  lost :  but  to  the  great 
surprise  of  every  one,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  two  men  came  row- 
ing the  boat  into  Sunderland  harbour,  having  come  in  a  ship  from 
Scarborough,  where  they  had  landed  on  the  Friday,  without  any 
assistance  but  their  own :  The  particulars  of  the  voyage  follows.  The 
two  sailors  on  going  on  board,  had  the  boat  locked  to  the  ships  head 
rope,  she  lying  about  ten  or  twelve  yards  from  the  quay :  but  a  large 
piece  of  ice  passing  by,  and  the  fresh  being  very  strong,  drove  them 
past  their  ship,  into  the  main  stream ;  which  carried  them  with  vajst 
swiftness  till  they  run  against  the  low  beacon  at  the  harbour's  mouth, 
where  they  stopped  her  for  four  hours,  by  getting  the  boats  chains 
about  it :  at  last  the  beacon  broke  away ;  they  got  it  into  the  boat, 
and  hoped  to  speak  to  some  ships  in  the  roads,  but,  falling  northward 
they  called  till  they  were  quite  spent,  and  fell  down  in  the  boat. 
The  watch  on  board  one  ship  answered  once  ;  but  afterwards  confes- 
sed, that  they  were  afraid  they  were  water  spirits,  as  they  could  see 
nothing,  and  they  might  get  power,  &c.  Daylight  coming  on,  they  tied 
the  beacon  in  the  middle  with  a  rope,  which  was  at  the  end  of  the 
boat^s  chain,  and  cast  it  out  forward  with  all  the  scope  they  had ; 
which  kept  her  head  to  the  wind  and  dulled  her  speed  in  driving. 
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They  continued  so  till  two  or  three  o'^clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
they  determined  to  cut  the  beacon  into  a  mast  and  yard,  and  try  for 
Norway,  as  they  had  a  fair  wind.  They  effected  this  with  a  knife,  un- 
twisted the  piece  of  rope,  rigged  the  mast  and  yard,  and  got  up  one  of 
the  futtock  boards  in  the  boat^s  bottom  for  a  rudder.  They  now  put  oiF 
their  shirts,  slit  both  open,  cut  off  the  sleeves,  and  (one  of  them  having 
bought  needles  and  a  pennyworth  of  thread,  which  he  had  with  him) 
«ewed  their  sides  together  for  a  sail,  and  bent  it  into  the  form  of  a  whole 
mizen,  then  put  her  before  the  wind,  and  she  went  at  a  considerable  rate, 
till  after  it  was  dark,  when,  not  knowing  their  course,  they  took  down 
their  sail  and  let  her  drive.  They  saw  some  ships  but  could  not  come 
near  them.  It  pleased  God,  on  Thursday  morning  the  wind  changed  to 
the  north,  when  they  ripped  open  a  pair  of  trowsers,  and  increased  the 
bottom  of  their  sail,  and  put  about  for  land ;  and  before  Thursday  night 
they  could  see  the  Yorkshire  coast,  and  by  continuing  their  course  all 
night,  found  themselves  near  Scarborough  on  Friday  morning,  when 
they  took  the  mast  and  yard  down,  which  served  for  oars,  and  rowed 
into  the  harbour  without  any  other  help.  They  got  each  of  them  a 
roasted  haddock  for  breakfast,  and  declared  they  were  neither  hungry 
or  thirsty  all  the  while :  they  were  quite  hearty,  and  went  to  sea  agiun 
in  their  ship  the  next  day. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

1751  (February  12). — Mr.  Gilchrist,  aged  103,  was  interred  at  St. 
Nicholas^  church,  in  Newcastle.  He  was  bom  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.,  consequently  he  had  lived  in  the  reigns  of  seven  monarchs 
of  England,  besides  Oliver  Gromwell^s  protectorship,  and  that  of  his 
son  Bichard. — Local  Papers. 

March  20. — On  the  arrival  in  Newcastle  of  the  intelligence  that 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales  (father  of  king  George  III.) 
had  died  on  the  above  day,  all  public  diversions  were  put  a  stop  to, 
the  pulpits  in  the  various  churches  and  the  mayor'*s  pew  were  hung 
with  black  cloth,  and  every  other  token  of  mourning  and  respect  whb 
exhibited. — lUd. 

March  24. — In  heating  an  oven  in  a  gentleman^s  house,  near  the 
new  church  at  Sunderland,  the  fire  took  hold  of  some  wood  adjoining, 
when  a  woman  servant  went  running  into  the  church  (being  Sunday), 
calling  out  fire !  fire !  on  which  all  the  congregation  made  the  best 
of  their  way  to  the  door  in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  in  their  hurry 
to  escape,  broke  the  font,  of  very  curious  workmanship,  all  to  pieces. 
—lUd. 

March  26. — The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  the  other  magistrates  of 
Berwick,  attended  in  their  robes  at  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  foun- 
dation stone  of  the  Town-hall  and  steeple,  for  a  peal  of  eight  bells 
When  the  mayor  deposited  a  piece  of  gold  under  the  stone,  the 
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healths  of  the  royal  family,  the  representatives  in  parliament,  and 
success  to  the  building,  were  drank  amidst  joyful  acclamations. — 
Local  Papers. 

1751  (April  24). — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  bake-house  at  the  foot  of 
Silver  street,  Newcastle,  known  by  the  name  of  Freeman"*s  bake-house. 
The  two  new  engines  were  there,  and  played  with  great  success,  the 
fire  being  prevented  from  doing  much  damage. — Ihid. 

This  year  an  order  of  common  council  was  made,  that  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  town  of  Newcastle  by  land  should  be  perambulated  once 
in  three  years,  and  on  the  26th  of  May,  the  right  worshipful 
Ralph  Sowerby,  esq.,  mayor,  the  recorder,  and  aldermen,  accompa- 
nied by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  rode  the  boundaries  of  this 
corporation,  and  were  afterwards  elegantly  entertained  in  the  mayor^s 
chamber  at  the  town  hall.  The  above  gentlemen  met  at  the  mayor^s 
chamber  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  when  a  cold 
collation  was  provided  for  them.  The  procession  began  from  the 
town  chambers,  along  the  Close,  several  men  walking  before  them 
with  axes  and  spades  over  their  shoulders,  the  free  porters  with 
their  halberts,  two  men  on  horseback  with  two  panniers  each,  filled 
with  figs,  prunes,  &c.,  (which  were  thrown  among  the  populace 
by  the  town  marshal  at  every  boundary  stone,  &c.)  seven  ser^ 
geants  at  mace  with  banners,  music,  &c.  Where  boundary  houses 
stood  on  their  march,  men  were  ordered  to  go  over  them,  and  take 
off  bricks,  slates,  &c.,  as  the  town^s  property ;  and  at  a  small  house 
at  Fenham  gate,  the  mayor  and  the  company  were  entertained  with 
wine,  &c.,  by  William  Ord,  of  Fenham,  esq.  Many  guns  were  fired 
at  different  places,  and  the  bells  rang  all  the  day. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

May. — In  pulling  down  the  old  chapel  at  Oomhill,  in  Northumber- 
land, there  was  found  about  three  feet  lower  than  the  old  foundation, 
a  coffin  of  stone,  about  eight  feet  long,  in  which  were  two  urns  of 
coarse  pottery,  and  the  shank-bones  and  skull  of  a  person  of  great 
sijBe. — Mackenzie'B  Northd. 

June  18. — A  fire  broke  out  at  Darras-hall  near  Ponteland,  in 
Northumberland,  in  the  bake-house  of  Mr.  Ralph  Donkin,  which  in  a 
few  hours  consumed  the  same,  his  dwelling-house,  Mr.  Godling^s  house 
adjoining,  and  all  the  out-houses  and  furniture  belonging  to  both. — 
Local  Papers. 

June  28. — The  right  rev.  Joseph  Butler,  lord  bishop  of  Durham, 
arrived  at  his  palace  in  that  city.  He  was  met  at  some  distance  from 
the  town  by  the  clergy,  a  great  many  persons  of  distinction  in  that 
county,  and  most  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  city.  July  4, 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  sheriff  of  Newcastle,  went  to  Dur- 
ham to  congratulate  his  lordship  on  his  arrival,  when  they  were  re- 
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ceived  by  his  lordship  in  a  very  courteoua  maimer,  and  magnificently 
entertained.  July  17,  his  lordship  arrived  in  Newcastle  to  hold  his 
primary  visitation.  His  lordship  was  met  on  the  road  by  the  rev.  the 
vicar  and  clergy  of  that  place,  with  the  proper  officers  belonging  to 
the  several  churches,  who  attended  him  to  St.  Nicholaa'  church,  where, 
as  soon  as  divine  service  was  ended,  his  lordship  began  to  confirm. 
On  the  following  day  his  lordship  held  hia  visitation,  and  an  excellent 
sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  by  the  rev.  T.  Turner,  A.  M,, 
vicar,  from  the  26th  chapter  of  the  Acts,  verse  29.  After  his  lord- 
ship had  remajned  two  days  at  the  mansion-house  (being  invited 
by  the  magistrates),  be  set  out  to  visit  the  northern  parte  of  his 
diocese. — Local  Papers. 
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1751  fJuly  20).— Died,  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  Thomas  Denham,  for- 
merly a  brewer  in  that  town,  aged  1 04  years. — Ibtd. 

July. — As  sir  Henry  Grey,  hart.,  was  shooting  near  the  Cheviot 
hills,  ia  Northumberland,  he  shot  a  very  large  eagle  which  had  seized 
his  dog  in  its  talons,  and  was  in  the  act  of  carrying  it  ofT,  when  sir 
Heniy  put  a  stop  to  its  flight.  The  people  in  that  neighbourhood 
had  sufi'ered  great  damage  from  this  ea^le  among  their  flocks,  one 
person  lost  Iambs  to  the  value  of  ^6. — GmCx.  Mag. 

August  21. — Richard  Brown,  a  keelman,  was  executed  on  the 
town-moor,  Newcastle,  for  the  murder  of  his  daughter,  17  years  of 
age,  by  throwing  her  down  stairs  on  the  preoeding  10th  of  November. 
At  the  gallows  he  endeavoured  to  take  off  the  weight  of  his  guilt  by 
alleging  he  had  no  intention  to  take  away  her  life,  and  that  he  was  bo 
much  inebriated  at  the  time  he  perpetrated  this  horrid  deed,  that  he 
could  not  recollect  several  barbarous  oiroumstanoes  with  which  he 
Vim  charged. — Local  Papsn. 
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1751  (Aug.  27). — Between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  an  un- 
fortunate afiPair  happened  in  the  house  of  David  Shield,  innkeeper,  in 
Newcastle.  Mr.  Henry  Douglas,  who  had  been  a  surgeon  in  the 
navy,  having  some  words  with  a  sailor,  named  Edward  Holliday, 
blows  ensued,  and  the  former  was  unluckily  killed.  At  the  ensuing 
assizes  Holliday  was  tried  and  acquitted. — Local  Papers, 

November  7. — A  company  was  formed  in  Newcastle  for  carrying 
on  the  whale-fishery  in  the  Greenland  seas,  Davis'  Straits,  and  seas 
adjacent. — Newc.  Gm.  Mag. 

November  27. — About  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  Rumble's  buildings,  at  the  head  of  the  Flesh-market,  Newcastle, 
but  by  timely  assistance,  it  was  extinguished  without  much  damage. 
— Local  Papers. 

1752  (Jan.  5). — Black  Heddon,  Northumberland,  is  honoured  in 
being  the  birth  place  of  the  rev.  Robert  Hall,  (father  of  the  cele- 
brated Baptist  minister  of  that  name,)  and  who,  it  appears,  was 
baptized  by  the  rev.  David  Femie,  at  Juniper  Dye-house,  Hexham- 
shire,  on  the  above  day. — J.  Potts''  MS. 

February  7. — The  river  Tyne  was  swollen  to  a  prodigious  height 
by  a  thaw,  when,  by  the  impetuosity  of  the  current,  and  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  all  the  ships  in  the  harbour  at  Newcastle  were  driven 
from  their  moorings.  Two  of  the  largest  stones  on  the  Quay,  in 
which  mooring  rings  were  fixed,  were  torn  up,  and  much  other 
damage  done.  The  noble  stone  bridge. of  three  arches,  built  byi 
the  munificent  bishop  Skirlaw,  across  the  Wear,  at  Shinclifie,  near 
Durham,  and  which  had  stood  for  three  centuries  and  a  half  without 
material  injury,  was  undermined  by  the  flood  which  threw  down  one 
of  the  piers,  and  occasioned  the  fall  of  the  two  north  arches.  That 
river  rose  higher  than  it  had  been  known  before,  and  so  suddenly, 
that  most  of  the  houses  which  stood  on  its  banks  were  filled  to  the 
upper  stories  before  the  inhabitants  had  time  to  quit  them.  Several 
garden  walls  were  also  thrown  down.  The  river  Tees  rose  to  so  great 
a  height  that  incalculable  damage  was  done ;  in  some  parts  it  rose 
fifteen  feet  above  high  water  mark.  At  Croft  near  Darlington,  the 
turnpike-house  was  washed  down,  and  about  £50.  of  the  road-money 
lost  in  the  water.  At  Yarm,  the  Tees  was  so  high,  that  it  touched 
the  covering  of  the  shambles  which  stood  in  the  main  street ;  all  the 
shops  and  warehouses  were  quite  filled  with  water,  and  the  damage 
done  to  the  goods  was  computed  at  ^6^7,000.  By  this  flood  there 
was  a  great  loss  of  horses,  cattle,  &c. — Local  Papers^  Sfc. 

February   7. The  felons  in   Morpeth  gaol,   having   got   their 

irons  filed  off,  made  a  bold  attempt  to  escape.     They  came  down 
stairs  in  a  body,  seized  the  gaoler  and  turnkey,  used  them  in  a  bar^ 

VOL.  n.  G 
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barous  manDer,  and  threatened  to  kill  them  if  they  did  not  deli?er  op 
the  keys ;  they  likewise  used  the  gaoler's  wife  and  sister  very  ill,  but 
on  their  calling  out  murder,  the  neighhomrs  came  to  their  ossiHtance, 
which  prevented  their  escape  or  doing  further  mischief.  Shortly 
after,  one  Peter  Brown  was  committed  to  gaol  for  having  fuimBhod 
the  felons  with  files,  &c.  His  brother  was  transported  in  17*4,  for 
breaking  into  Ovingham  church. — Local  Papers. 


OvtNGBAU  CBtJftCK,  HORTHI 

1752   (Feb.   23).— Died  at  his   seat  at 
Lemington,   near  Alnwick,   Nicholas  Fen- 
wick,  esq. ;  representative  in  parliament  for 
the  town  of  Newcastle  for  many  yean.     He 
was  a  most  distinguished  patron  of  the  rural 
arts;    and,  for  his  great  improvements  by 
planting,  vr&s  honoured  with  the  gold  medal 
of  the  Society  of  Arts.      His  son,  Robert 
Fenwick,   who   resided  at  Lemington,  was 
high   sherifT  of  NorthumberUnd  in  1753.— 
Mack&azie's  Northd. 
April  13. — Eighteen  felons  were  removed  from  Morpeth  gaol,  and 
put  on  board  the  Owners'  Goodwill,  captain  Moorland,  in  order  to  be 
transported  to  South  Carolina,  for  seven  years.     Of  this  number  were 
Bobert  Armstrong,  the  ringleader  in  an  attempt  to  escape  from  Mor- 
peth gaol  on  the  7th  of  the  same  month,  and  Peter  Brown,  who  had 
supplied  them  with  files  on  that  occasion.     They  were  all  members  of 
the  very  numerous  gangs  of  Faws  who  infested  the  county  of  North- 
innberland,  and  who  were  incessantly  shop-breaking  and  plundering. 
Fourteen'  of  them  were  advertised  as  having  returned  within  two 
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years,  and  were  again  lurking  about  Northumberland. — Local  Papers. 

1752  (April). — Some  workmen  digging  a  cellar,  &c.,  near  the  old 
castle  in  Newcastle,  found  a  great  number  of  human  bones  about  seven 
or  eight  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground.  From  their  quantity, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  lying,  it  was  conjectured  that  a 
number  of  bodies  had  been  buried  together  in  a  hole  dug  for  that 
purpose  during  some  siege  of  the  castle.  They  also  found  a  stone 
coffin,  and  by  the  remains  in  it,  it  was  evident  that  a  person  of  extra- 
ordinary size  had  been  deposited  there. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

May  6. — About  two  o''clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  west  wing  of  that  most  magnificent  edifice,  Seaton  Delaval,  the 
seat  of  George  Delaval,  esq.,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  that  part 
of  the  beautiful  structure  was  destroyed  by  the  conflagration. — Ihid. 

May  12. — The  first  market  for  black  cattle  and  sheep  was  held  at 
Alnwick,  in  Northumberland,  on  this  day  (Tuesday).  Out  of  an  im- 
mense number  of  black  cattle  and  sheep  which  were  there,  very  few 
remained  unsold.  The  concourse  of  people  assembled  on  the  occasion 
was  very  great. — Local  Papers. 

May  15. — A  fire  broke  out  in  Bock  hall,  near  Alnwick,  formerly 

the  seat  of Proctor,  esq.,  but  at  that  time  tenanted  by  some 

farmers,  by  which  it  was  entirely  consumed,  and  some  of  the  families 
escaped  with  their  lives  so  narrowly,  that  they  saved  nothing  but  the 
shirts  upon  their  backs. — Ihid. 

May  23. — About  ten  o^clock  at  night,  some  company  went  into 
Mr.  Pinkney's,  a  publican,  in  the  Bigg-market,  Newcastle,  wheii 
words  arose  between  them  and  Ewan  Macdonald,  a  recruit  in  general 
Guise'^s  regiment  of  Highlanders,  then  quartered  in  that  town  ;  from 
words  they  came  to  blows,  which  caused  some  of  the  company  to 
leave  the  room,  but  Macdonald  followed  them  out,  laid  hold  on  one 
Mr.  Bobert  Parker,  a  cooper,  in  the  entry  of  the  above  house,  and 
wickedly  stabbed  him  in  the  neck  with  a  knife,  in  so  desperate  a 
manner  that  he  died  immediately.  When  he  returned  to  the  house 
he  abused  several,  and  broke  another  man^s  arm.  A  file  of  musque- 
teers  was  sent  for,  who  conducted  the  murderer  to  the  guard^house, 
where  he  was  confined  till  next  day,  when  he  was  committed  to  New- 
gate.  The  coroner^s  inquest  returned  a  verdict  of  ml/id  murder. 
September  28th,  Ewan  Macdonald  was  executed  on  the  town-moor, 
Newcastle,  pursuant  to  his  sentence  at  the  assizes.  This  most  un* 
fortunate  young  man,  who  was  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  appeared 
all  the  time  of  his  confinement  deeply  affected  with  a  true  sense  of  his 
guilt,  and  regretted  much  the  murdered  person,  whom  he  declared  to 
have  taken  no  part  in  the  quarrel  between  him  and  another  man  named 
Parker,  and  who  was  also  a  cooper ;  but  at  the  gallows  his  behaviour  ia 
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endeavouriDg  to  throw  the  executioner  from  off  the  ladder,  was  unbe- 
coming one  just  on  the  brink  of  eternity ;  however,  ae  it  was  genra<- 
ally  and  justly  believed  that  be  had  been  grossly  iiritated  to  the  pei^ 
petration  of  the  criaie  for  which  he  suffered,  his  unhappy  end  waa 
pitied  by  every  one.  His  body  was  taken  to  the  Surgeons'  hall,*  and 
there  dissected. — NeKc.  Gen.  Mag. 

1752  (June  4). — Was  launched  ^m  Headlam's  landing,  on  the 
Tyne,  the  Experiment,  built  by  the  gentlemen  of  Newcastle,  subscri- 
bers to  the  West  India  trade.  October  5,  this  vessel  commanded 
by  captain  John  Scaife,  sailed  on  her  first  voy^e  to  Jamaica.  June 
13,  1753,  the  Experiment  arrived  in  the  Tyne  from  Jamaica,  after 
a  passage  of  eight  weeks,  bringing  a  cargo  of  sugar,  rum,  pimento, 
coffee,  cotton,  mahogany,  and  lignum  vitffi,  in  return  for  the  com- 
modities and  mH,nufactures  of  Newcastle,  which  had  been  sent  out. — 
Local  Papers. 

June  4. — Died  at  Stanhope,  in  WeardaJe,  Durham,  Ann  Myers,  in 
her  I06th  year.  She  had  her  memory  perfect  to  the  last,  and  could 
read  small  print  without  the  aid  of  spectacles  until  within  two  years 
of  her  death. — Ibid. 

June  30. — Died  at  Bath,  John  Bacon,  of 

Northumberland,  esq.,  F.R.S.  and  F.S.  A., 

and  governor  of  Bethlehem  and  Bridewell 

hospitals,  to  the  former  of  which  he  gave,  a 

short  time  before  his  death,  ^100.  in  South 

Sea  annuities,  to  begin  a  foundation  for  tlie 

support  of  incurables,  for  whom  there  was 

no  provision.    A  few  hours  before  his  death, 

he  desired  his  friends  to  put  him  in  his  coffin, 

with  his  best  wig  on  his  head,  a  ruffled  shirt, 

and  stone  buttons  in  the  sleeves,   a   smaU 

ring  on  his  finger,  a  laced  waist-coat,  and  a  plain  coat,  with  black 

velvet  breeches,  a  new  p^  of  pumps  with  stone  buckles,  and  a  cletm 

pair  of  whit©  stockings ;  that  he  might  be  privately  interred  in  the 

abbey  church  ;  and  that  lus  servants  might  support  his  pall  in  their 

liveries,  all  which  was  performed. — 6V»i'«.  Maff. 

•  It  wu  tsid  that  sFter  ihe  bodj  traa  Uken  to  tbe  8urgn>Dii'  Hall,  ind  placed  mAj 
for  diuection,  the  aurgEoni  were  culled  to  attend  ■  cue  it  the  Infirmuy,  uid,  on 
their  return,  fouod  Macdonald  sq  fur  recovered  u  to  be  litiing  up ;  he  immediately  beg- 
ged for  met«7,  but  ■  young  aui^on  not  wiihing  (o  ba  diuppoinled  of  the  dlsaectioa,  ^ 
aeised  >  wooden  mall,  with  which  he  deprived  him  of  lifb  It  waa  lurtber  reported,  aa 
the  juat  vengeance  of  God,  that  tbii  yoDng  man  waa  aoon  after  failed  in  the  itable  by  hia 
own  borae.  They  luod  to  abew  a  mall  at  the  SurgMHia'  Hall  a  tbe  identJnl  one  incd 
bj  the  aorgeon.— ioeof  Rte. 
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1752  (June). — At  Chatton,  in  Northumberiand,  a  Mr.  Pratt  wha 
had  been  bitten  some  time  previously  by  a  mad  cat,  died  under  the 
most  deplorable  circumstances.  The  cat  had  been  bitten  by  a  mad 
dog,  but  being  a  favourite,  was  put  under  confinement  by  Mr.  Pratt, 
m  order  to  prevent  danger,  and  to  preserve  her  life,  if  possible ;  but 
as  he  was  offering  her  some  meat  too  incautiously,  she  suddenly 
snatched  at  his  fingers,  and  occasioned  this  melancholy  event. — 
Gewfa.  Mag. 

July  7. — The  Newcastle  Whale  Fishing  Company's  ship,  the 
Swallow,  captain  Elliott,  which  sailed  from  that  port  on  the  22nd  of 
the  preceding  March  for  Greenland,  arrived  safe  in  the  river  Tyne, 
having  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  four  whales,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  adventurers,  and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  whole  town 
and  neighbourhood,  which  was  demonstrated  by  the  ringing  of  bells, 
&c. — Local  Papers, 

July  11. — Seven  of  the  gang  of  Faws  who  had  been  a  terror  to 
fiothbury  and  its  neighbourhood,  were  apprehended  and  sent  to  Mor- 
peth gaol,  several  more  were  pursued  to  the  mountains,  but  could  not 
be  come  at.  Various  of  the  goods  belonging  to  the  owners  of  shops 
which  had  been  broken  into  at  Morpeth,  &;c.  were  found  in  their 
possession. — lUd. 

July  12. — The  new  chapel  at  Comhill  was  opened  for  divine  ser- 
vice, on  which  occasion  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Sharp, 
archdeacon  of  Northumberland,  from  Ecclesiastes,  chap.  v.  verse  1, 
^*'Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  goest  to  the  house  of  6od,^ — Ihid, 

August  24. — There  was  a  very  heavy  rain  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bedesdale,  in  Northumberland,  which  continued  without  inter- 
mission for  fifty  hours.  It  was  driven  by  a  tremendous  wind,  which 
caused  such  land  floods  as  had  not  been  remembered  for  forty  years 
before.  The  damage  done  to  the  harvest  was  incalculable.  Great 
quantities  of  com  were  carried  down  the  river  Coquet,  which,  from 
its  swollen  state,  broke  down  the  new  bridge  at  Weldon  Mill.  The 
rivers  Tyne  and  Wear  were  raised  to  such  a  degree,  that  all  the 
contiguous  low  grounds  were  flooded  to  a  great  height,  so  that  the 
standing  com  was  completely  destroyed,  and  many  stooks,  together 
with  hay,  sheep,  swine,  &;C.,  were  all  swept  away  by  the  torrent,  to 
the  utter  ruin  of  many  of  the  farmers. — Newc.  Gen.  Ma^. 

September  2. — The  New  Style  was  adopted  in  Great  Britain,  by 
which  the  day  immediately  succeeding  was  called  the  13th  of  that 
month. 

September  2.— The  see  of  Durham  was  filled  by  the  translation  of 
Kcliard  Trevor,  from  St.  David's.  Bishop  Trevor  justly  merited  the 
praise  of  a  sincere  friend,  a  generous  patron,  and  a  splendid  and  mu- 
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nificent  prelate.  His  lordflhip  died  in  London,  after  a  long  and  pain- 
ful iltnesB,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1771. — SurUea. 

October  IS. — Lydia,  widow  of  Robert  Smith,  mariner,  &ged  106, 
was  buried  at  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  Newcastle. — Ijocal  Papers. 

November. — Early  in  this  month  the  workmen  employed  in  making 
the  military  road  to  Carlisle,  found  a  great  number  of  curious  Roman 
coins  and  medals,  in  the  ruins  of  the  old  wall  near  Heddon.  They 
bad  been  deposited  in  wooden  boxes,  which  were  almost  decayed ; 
yet  several  of  the  medals  were  as  Fresh  and  fair  as  if  newly  struck. 
Some  were  of  silver,  but  the  moat  part  of  copper,  and  a  mixture  of 
coarser  metal.  Several  of  the  most  curious  were  purchased  by  the 
Royal  Society,  Many  interesting  Roman  remains  were  also  discover- 
ed at  Benwell,  the  Condercnm  of  the  Romans,  about  the  same  period. 
And  on  trenching  a  portion  of  that  station  for  planting,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  to  CarUsle,  many  coins  were  found,  most  of  which 
were  defaced.  Great  conduits  or  sewers  were  discovered  at  the  depth 
of  about  a  yard  and  a  half :  they  were  composed  of  large  wrought 
stones.  Several  little  altars  and  fragments  of  inscriptions  were  turned 
out  on  this  occasion,  amongst  which  were  those  represented  on  this  and 
the  succeeding  page.     The  altar  No.  1,  near  ei^t  inches  in  height,  and 
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five  and  a  qoorter  in  breadth  at  its  base.  No.  2,  ten  inches  and  a 
quarter  m  height,  and  about  five  and  a  Imlf  broad  at  its  baae,  having 
the  patera  and  pnefencutum  on  one  Bide,  and  the  sacrificing  axe  and 
knife  on  the  other.  No.  3,  nine  inches  in  height,  and  at  its  base  five 
in  breadth.  No.  4,  an  oblong  square  stone  about  fifteen  inches  by 
nine  and  three  quarters,  having  in  the  centre  a  standard  ioBcribed 
Leg  1 1,  with  the  sea-goat  on  one  side,  and  the  pegasus  on  the  other, 
the  usual  symbols  of  the  second  legion.  The  very  curious  tablet,  No, 
5,  now  at  the  rectory  at  Ryton,  was  discovered  also  in  this  station. 
It  appears  to  have  beeh  put  up  anciently  in  the  front  of  a  temple, 
built  here  by  Titus  Agrippa,  a  prtefect,  and  dedicated  to  the  Matres 
Campestres  and  Genius  of  the  First  wing  of  the  Spanish  Aatures. 
Some  part  of  this  inscription  has  been  designedly  erased,  and  the 
stone  broken  in  two  by  an  accident.  These  inscriptions  were  first 
engraved  by  Brand,  who  has  given  a  plan  of  Condercum,  and  also  of 
a  Roman  hypocaust,  or  sudatory,  discovered  about  300  yards  from 
the  station,  to  the  south  west. — Brand.    Hodgton. 

1752  (Dec.  14).— Died,  Francis  Blake 
Delaval,  of  Seaton  Delaval,  Northuraber- 
:  land,  esq.  He  was  eon  of  Edward  Delaval, 
esq.,  by  Marj-,  daughter  of  sir  Francis  Blake, 
of  Ford  castle,  and  was  returned  member 
of  parliament  for  Northumberland,  on  the 
expulsion  of  Forster,  in  1716.  Mr.  Delaval 
had  the  misfortune  to  break  one  of  his  legs 
I  a  few  days  previously,  which  occasioned 
his  death.  He  married  Rhoda,  daughter 
of  Robert  Apreice,  esq.,  of  Washingly, 
Huntingdonshire,  and  liad  issue,  eight  sons  and  five  daughters. — 
Mackenzie,  Sfc. 
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1752  (Dec.  20), — The  right  worshipful  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common  council,  of  Newcastle,  gave  their  assent  to  a  reijuest  made 
by  Edward  Collingwood,  of  Chirton,  esq.,  for  leave  to  make  a  dock  at 
the  lower  end  of  North  Shields,  for  careening  and  repairing  of  ships. 
— Local  Papers. 

Close  chapel,  (Scotch)  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  founded.  The  regi- 
ster of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1738  to  1837. — Rep.  of 
Pari.  Com. 

About  297,000  Winchester  chaldrons  of  coals  were  shipped  in  the 
port  of  Sunderland  in  the  year  1752.  The  number  of  ships  loaded 
in  that  harbour,  principally  in  coals,  were,  Coasters  3,424 ;  Foreign 
ports  173— Total  3,597.— Gwjis.  Mag. 

The  custom  of  cock-throwing,  was  continued  in  Newcastle  so  late 
a«  this  year, — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

In  the  mayoralty  of  Mr.  Joseph  Gray,  watchmaker,  the  roof  of  the 
council  chamber  of  the  toll  booth,  in  Durham,  was  raised  nearly  three 
feet,  and  ornamented  in  stucco,  the  wainscot  painted  and  a  new 
sashed  window  put  in,  with  a  new  fire  place ;  and  the  pictures  of  king 
William  III.  and  bishop  Crewe,  were  cleaned,  all  at  the  cost  of 
George  Bowes,  esq.,  of  Gibeide,  M.P.  for  the  county,  and  ald^maa. 
Sum  expended  ^72.  9a. — HutchimorCs  Dur. 

1753  (Jan.  24).~Mr.  William  Maude, 
a  wealthy  merchant  of  Sunderland,  having 
been  on  business  at  South  Shields,  which 
having  executed,  he  mounted  his  horse  on 
the  evening  of  the  above  day   to  return 
home,  but  not  arriving,  every  search  was 
made  for  him ;  hedges,  ponds,  wells,  ballast- 
hiUs,  and  the  sea  banks  were  examined,  even 
the  river  Tyne  was  searched  for  a  mile,  but 
to  no  purpose.      His  horse,  with  saddle  and 
bridle,  was  found  within  three  hundred  j-ards 
of  where  he  had  been  last  seeii.      His  disconsolate  widow  offered  a 
reward  of  50  guineas,  his  majesty  also  offered  the  like  sum,  and  the 
honourable  Henry  Vane  and  George  Bowes,  esq.  offered  a  further 
reward  of  50  guineas,  for  the  apprehension  of  the  murderer  or  mur- 
derers.    March  22d,  Mr.  Maud's  body  was  found  by  a  country  boy, 
in  a  runner  of  water  near  Boldon,  not  far  from  the  roadside  from 
Cleadon.      The  coroner's  inquest  sat  upon  the  body  the  next  day, 
and  brought  in  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  hypertons  to  tiam  nnibioum. 
— Local  Papers. 

January. — Died  at  Snow  hall,  near  Gainford,  a  drum  horse  who 
was  in  general  carpenters  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Sheriff-muir  in 
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1715,  being  then  7  years  old,  where  he  received  a  bullet  in  his  neck, 
which  was  extracted  after  his  death. — GenCs.  Mag, 

1753  (Feb.  25). — About  twelve  o^clock  at  night  a  terrible  fire 
broke  out  in  Mrs  Butter'^s  malting  in  Newcastle,  which,  in  two  hours, 
entirely  consumed  the  same,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  malt 
therein. — Local  Papers. 

March  14. — Died,  Charles,  earl  of  Tankerville,  of  an  apoplectic  fit, 
at  the  Green  Man,  on  Epping  forest,  as  he  was  travelling  to  London. 
He  was  succeeded  in  title  and  estate  by  his  eldest  son  Charles,  lord 
Ossulston. — Ibid, 

March. — Hugh,  earl  of  Northumberland,  was  constituted  lord 
lieutenant  of  that  county,  and  of  the  town  and  county  of  New- 
castle upon  Tyne;  as  also  vice  admiral  of  Northumberland  and 
Newcastle,  on  the  death  or  the  earl  of  Tankerville.  May  25th,  the 
same  year,  his  lordship  was  admitted  to  a  personal  freedom  of  the 
corporation  of  Newcastle. — Brand, 

April  26. — Died,  Gilbert  Vane,  lord  Barnard,  much  advanced  in 
years,  succeeded  in  title  and  estate  of  .£10,000.  per  annum,  by  his 
son,  Henry  Vane,  esq.,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury. — GenCs. 
Mag, 

May  12. — Died,  Margaret  Hunter,  a  maiden  lady  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  aged  104  years.  During  the  period  of  her  long  life  she 
had  drank  only  two  gills  of  malt  liquor ;  one  at  the  age  of  50,  and  the 
other  at  60,  which  latter  almost  deprived  her  of  life. — Neioc,  Gen, 
Mag, 

May  21. — ^A  very  remarkable  wedding  was  solemnized  at  Bishop- 
wearmouth,  between  two  young  persons.  All  acquaintances  and 
relations  on  both  sides  were  invited  to  the  nuptials.  They  set  for- 
ward to  church  about  half  an  hour  past  seven,  preceded  by  three 
violins  and  a  bagpipe.  Seventy  couple  went  hand  in  hand,  all  dis- 
tinguished by  blue  cockades,  besides  an  innumerable  multitude  which 
did  not  observe  such  just  regularity.  The  bill  of  fare  for  dinner  waa 
as  follows: — 5  bushels  of  malt  brewed  for  table  beer,  10  bushels  foz 
ale,  16  quarters  of  lamb,  8  turkeys,  10  green  geese,  8  hams,  4  dozen 
of  hens,  12  ducks,  20  quarters  of  mutton,  10  quarters  of  veal,  16 
neafs  tongues,  a  quarter  of  beef  roasted  whole,  20  stones  of  beef 
boiled,  6  bushels  of  white  peas,  80  pounds  of  butter,  16  pies;  the 
bride's  pie  was  carried  between  two  persons  on  a  hand-barrow  to  the 
bake-house ;  20  gallons  of  brandy,  8  dozen  of  lemons,  7  stones  of 
double  refined  sugar,  10.  bushels  of  wheat,  a  hundred  weight  of 
tobacco,  6  gross  of  pipes,  tarts,  whip-possets,  cheese-cakes,  and  jellies 
innumerable.  All  things  were  carried  on  with  the  strictest  order  and 
decorum  till  near  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when  the  young  couple  wer« 
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put  to  bed,  with  all  the  fonnalities  of  ain^ng,  throwing  the  Btocking, 
and  sack  posset. — Local  Paperg. 

The  following  ioscriptions,  found  at  Riaingham,  Northumberiand, 
were  published  by  Lionel  Charlton,  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  in 
May  I7o3.  In  bis  letter  to  the  editor,  he  says,  "  I  found  stones  with 
inscriptions  on  them,  scattered  abroad  everywhere,  and  lying  anre- 
garded,  some  of  which  I  find  Mr.  Warburton,  who  formerly  made  a 
visit  here,  has  inscribed  into  his  map ;  though  the  greatest  part  of 
these  now  to  be  seen,  were  discovered  since  that  time.  There  are  two 
particularly  "  (No.  1  a,  and  b,  and  No.  2.)  "  which  I  could  not  help 
taking  notice  of,  which  the  coimtry  people  told  roe  were  found  about 
two  years  ago,  standing  upon  pedestals,  and  are  remarkable  tor  the 
neatness  of  the  work  upon  them."  These  altars  were  at  Woodbuni 
in  the  above  year,  but  it  is  not  known  wliere  they  now  are.  "  It  is 
plain "  says  the  rev.  John  Hodgson,  "  that  they  are  dedications  to 
Jupiter,  by  two  tribunes  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Vangionee,  viz, 
by  Emilius  .^milianua,  and  Julius  Victor,"  But  "  it  is  very  remark- 
able that  neither  Samuel  Gale,  nor  any  of  the  antitjuariee,  from  his 
to  the  present  time  (so  far  as  we  have  been  ublt*  to  observe,)  have 
ventured  to  hazard  a  reading  of  those  curious  inscriptions." 


CHAPTER   III. 


N  the  month  of  June,  1753,  mention  oc- 

I  curs  of  a  machine,  invented  by  Michael 

,   Menzies,  esq.,  (for  which  he  had  obt^n- 

ed  an  act  of  parliament  to  secure  the  pro- 

,  jierty  thereof  to  himself,)  by  which  coals 

were  drawn  up,  not  by  the  strength  of 

horses  or  of  men,  but  by  the  descent  of  a 

bucket  full  of  wat«r,  of  a  weight  superior 

to  that  of  the  coals  drawn  up,  lifting  a 

corf  of  above  600ft).  weight  out  of  a  pit 

fifty  fathoms  deep,  in  two  minutes.     It  is  mentioned  as  then  going  at 

Choters  Haugh,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  a  colliery  belonging  to 

William  Peareth.  esq.     The  water  let  down  for  drawing  up  the  coals, 

was  raised  and  discharged  by  the  fire  engine. — New.  Gen.  Mag. 

June  25. — This  day  (Monday)  the  right  worshipful  Henry  Partis, 
esq.,  mayor  of  Newcastle,  gavo  an  el*?gant  entertainment  at  the  man- 
sion-house to  the  right  hon,  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  Lord 
Eavensworth,  George  Bowes,  esq,,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  after 
which  they  went  to  the  town's  court,  and  from  thence  accompanied 
the  mayor  to  the  moor,  preceded  by  the  proper  officers,  with  the 
king's  purse  of  100  guineas  to  be  run  for  on  Newcastle  race  ground. 
It  was  won  by  a  bay  horse  named  Oato,  belonging  to  Oeorge  Bowes, 
esq.,  who  generously  presented  the  prize  to  the  corporation,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  a  piece  of  plate  for  the  mansion-house,  in  re- 
membrance of  his  majesty's  grace  and  favour.  This  being  the  first 
king's  plate  run  for  at  Newcastle,  it  was  computed  that  there  were  not 
lees  than  50,000  persons  present.  The  piece  of  plate  purchased, 
was  a  silver  cup  with  a  suitable  inscription. — Brand. 

July. — A  fine  portrait,  painted  in  oil,  of  Dr.  Benson,  bishop  of 
Gloucester,  was  presented  by  a  subscriber  to  the  Infirmary  at  New 
castle,  to  be  placed  in  the  committee-room  of  that  buildiiig.-.£<»;.  Rtc. 
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1753  (July  31).— Died,  at  his  seat 
at  Black well-GrangA,  near  Darlington, 
George  Allan,  esq.,  a  gentleman  univer^ 
sally  respected.  On  the  5th  of  August 
following,  his  remains  were  deposited  in 
the  family  vault  in  Darlington  church; 
the  pall  being  supported  by  the  duke  of 
Cleveland,  Lord  Darlington,  the  hop. 
Thomas  Vane,  Capt.  Milbanke,  Mr.  Carr, 
Mr.  Bendlowes,  Mr.  Bland,  and  Mr. 
Whitley. — Local  Papers. 
A  farmers  daughter,  living  about  two  miles  from  the  city 
of  Durham,  who  had  brought  up  a  bull  so  gentle  as  to  be  fed  out  of 
her  hands,  went  to  drive  him  out  of  tlie  field ;  he  ran  to  fawn  upon 
her,  licking  her  face,  and  threw  her  down  several  times,  tore  her 
breast  with  his  horn,  and  at  last  laid  down  upon  her.  Her  mother 
thinking  she  stayed  long  went  to  seek  her,  and  found  the  bnll  lying 
upon  her  with  the  greater  part  of  her  arm  in  his  mouth  :  as  soon  as 
he  saw  her  coming,  he  got  up  and  walked  very  quietly  away  ;  but  the 
young  woman  was  bruiged  in  a  miserable  manner,  and  some  of  her 
ribs  were  broken. — Gents.  Mag. 

August  20. — Died  at  his  seat  at  Norton,  near  Stockton,  Jeremiah 
Moore,  esq.,  aged  57.  He  was  the  last  of  his  family,  and  had  in  the 
former  part  of  his  life  suffered  extreme  hardships  through  the  cruelty 
of  his  eldest  brother,  by  whose  means  he  was  carried  into  Turkish 
slavery,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  brother's  death,  was  a  common  sea- 
man in  the  navy,  having  been  pressed  in  the  Mediterranean,  after  he 
had  made  his  escape  from  the  Turks.  As  he  had  experienced  ill  for- 
tune, when  he  came  to  his  estate  he  converted  it  all  into  money  and 
settled  in  the  north,  exercising  acts  of  goodness  to  all  his  poor  neigh- 
bours, to  whom  he  left  Urgely.  Having  no  relations,  he  left  to  six  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  kind  to  him  in  his  adversity,  ^1,500.  each,  and 
to  his  housekeeper,  Mrs.  Ann  Kendall,  whom  he  made  his  executrix 
and  residuary  legatee,  ^3,000.  in  trust  for  her  son.  All  the  legatees 
were  to  receive  their  respective  legacies  at  his  house  at  Norton,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  following  March,  over  a  large  bowl  of  punch,  and 
they  were  yearly  to  commemorate  that  day  as  long  as  they  lived,  it 
being  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  he  escaped  from  slavery. — 
Rid. 

August  25. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Forster,  merchant,  in  a  village  near  Haydon-bndge,  which  burnt  with 
such  fierceness,  that  in  a  short  time  it  consumed  five  or  six  dwelling 
houses,  besides  out-houses.     Two  or  three  days  after  the  fire,  Forerter, 
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having  been  suspected  as  the  incendiary,  cut  his  throat  so  that  he 
died  immediately. — Local  Bee. 

1753  (Aug.). — At  the  assizes  in  Newcastle,  for  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, Job  Lawson,  innkeeper,  John  Walker,  drover,  and  William 
Hall,  schoolmaster,  received  sentence  of  death  for  conmiitting  a  rape 
on  the  body  of  Elizabeth  Hall,  at  Elsdon,  by  which  cruel  act  she  died 
in  a  few  months.  They  were  respited  from  time  to  time.  January 
9th,  1754,  a  general  pardon  arrived  in  Newcastle  by  express. — Ibid. 

September  30. — Two  young  men  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Moncas- 
ter,  dyer,  in  Darlington,  and  after  knocking  at  his  door,  ask^d  Mr. 
Moncaster  if  his  daughter  was  within,  with  other  enquiries  respecting 
her,  and  being  denied  admittance,  they  forced  open  the  door,  and 
went  into  the  house,  on  which  a  scu£9e  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Moncas- 
ter was  so  inhumanly  used  and  bruised  by  strokes  with  their  whips, 
&e.,  that  he  died  within  an  hour  after. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

October  4. — Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  one  of  the  aldermen,  and 
representative  in  parliament  for  Newcastle,  having  informed  the  may- 
or, aldermen,  and  common  council  of  that  town  of  the  intentions  of 
Thos.  Davison  of  Ferry  hill,  esq.,  and  his  sisters,  of  founding  a  hos- 
pital for  maintaining  six  poor  maiden  women,  the  expence  of  which 
would  be  c£^i,200 ;  at  the  same  time  sir  Walter  offered  the  like  sum 
to  maintain  six  poor  men :  upon  which  the  corporation  came  to  a 
resolution  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  building,  and  to  apply  the  inter- 
est of  the  above  sums  for  the  maintenance  of  the  twelve  poor  persons 
mentioned. — lUd. 

December  13. — As  William  Luckly,  at  Holy  Island,  an  old  man 
upwards  of  80,  was  suppering  his  horses,  the  candle  accidently  fell 
among  the  litter,  which  immediately  taking  fire,  the  stable  was  pre- 
sently in  a  flame,  and  the  wind  blowing  strong  from  the  east,  the  houses 
being  thatched  and  the  lofts  full  of  hay,  it  broke  out  in  an  instant, 
and  spread  with  such  fury,  that  some  of  the  people  that  were  gone  to 
bed,  narrowly  escaped  in  their  shirts ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  assistance  that  could  be  made,  in  a  very  short  time  it  consumed 
other  three  dwelling  houses,  with  almost  every  thing  therein,  as  well 
their  wearing  apparel  as  furniture,  before  it  could  be  stopped ;  the 
sufferers,  wno  were  the  said  William  TiUckly,  his  son  and  daughter, 
Mary  Morton,  widow,  and  Thomas  Watson,  all  people  in  reputable 
circumstances,  were  thereby  reduced  to  absolute  want. — Local  Papers. 

December  17. — Died,  Mr.  William  Archer,  an  eminent  woollen 
draper  in  Durham.  He  had  been  bit  by  a  favourite  greyhound,  about 
four  months  previously,  but  was  not  to  be  persuaded  he  was  in  dan- 
ger, and  took  no  precautions  against  the  infection.  He  felt  no  symp- 
toms till  the  Sunday  before  his  death,  at  church,  where  he  was  seized 
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with  an  acute  pain  in  his  eye,  and  died  in  a  moat  deplorable  condition. 
—Genfi.  Mag. 

1753  (Dec.). — Died  at  Long  Benton,  near  Newcastle,  Margaret 
Rochester,  aged  107  years.  She  bad  lived  all  her  life,  in  that  village, 
and  retained  ber  senaea  to  the  last. — Local  Papert. 

1754  (Jan.  1). — Mr.  Joshua  Appleby,  of  Durham,  chemist,  dis- 
covered a  method  to  make  aea  water  fresh  and  wholesome.  It  was, 
on  a  reference  irom  the  admiralty,  thoron^ly  examined  and  approved 
of  by  the  college  of  physicians  and  the  commissioners  for  victualling 
the  navy,  in  consequence  of  which  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  ordered 
the  process  to  be  publtBhed,  that  so  useful  a  discovery  mi^t  be  univer- 
sally known.  Mr.  Appleby  had  the  assurance  of  a  bountiful  reward 
on  the  meeting  of  parliament,  but  did  not  live  to  obtain  it.  He  died 
on  the  9th  of  March,  1 75i.—Genfg.  Mag. 

The  banning  of  this  month  a  ship  was  bmiit  in  the  Tees  between 
Stockton  and  the  mouth  of  that  river.  It  was  occasioned  by  the 
carelessness  of  a  boy,  who,  after  having  made  a  fire  in  the  cabin,  went 
on  shore  to  amuse  himself. — Local  Papan. 

January  11. — The  following  prisoners  made  their  escape  from  the 
gaol  of  Newcastle,  viz.: — Henry  Faulkner,  alias  Sharp;  William 
Darby ;  Stephen  Cock,  alias  Johnson ;  and  George  Drew.  They  had 
been  furoished  with  implements  which  enabled  them  to  break  the 
prison. — Ibid. 


Gaol  nr  Newgate,  Nebc.istle,  Nobth  Fbokt.  * 

About  the  beginning  of  this  year,  that  pleasing  and  ingenious 
writer.  Dr.  Oliver  Goldsmith,  at  that  time  studying  the  profession  of 
physio  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  hanng  involved  himself  in  un- 
expected diflSculties,  by  becoming  bond  for  a  sum  of  money  due  from 
a  fellow  student,  was  obliged  precipitately  to  leave  Scotland.  A  few 
days  afterwards  he  arrived  in  Sunderland,  where  he  was  arreste^I : 
but  his  case  being  made  known  to  Mr.  Laughline  Maclane  and  Dr. 
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Sleigh,  he  was  soon  delivered  from  the  hands  of  the  bailiff,  and  took 
his  passage  on  board  a  vessel  to  Rotterdam,  when,  after  a  short  stay, 
he  proceeded  to  Brussels,  and  shortly  afterwards  made  a  tour  of  a 
great  part  of  Europe  on  foot. — Ma4:k€nzie'8  Dur. 

1754  (Feb.  7).- Was  rung,  at  St.  Nicholas"  church,  in  Newcastle,  by 
the  young  society  of  ringers,  2520  changes  of  bob  triples,  in  one  hour 
and  thirty-six  minutes,  being  half  the  complete  peal,  which  had  never 
been  performed  there  before,  it  being  thought  impossible  for  any 
society  of  ringers  to  complete  the  whole  peal  on  these  bells,  by  reason 
of  the  bad  hanging. — LocfU  Papers. 

March  18. — Died  in  Homsby^s  chare,  Newcastle,  Margaret  Turn* 
buU,  in  the  116th  year  of  her  age.  She  retained  her  faculties  to  the 
last,  and  until  within  four  years  of  her  death,  could  read  small  print 
without  spectacles.  She  remembered  the  battle  of  BothweU-bridge 
and  various  others,  and  had  seen  king  Charles  I.  several  times  when 
a  prisoner  in  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

April  11. — As  the  ringers  were  about  half  way  through  a  peal  of 
grandsire  triples  cm  the  bells  of  St.  Nicholas^  in  Newcastle,  the  great 
bell  unfortunately  cracked,  by  whi<di  it  was  rendered  useless.  It  was 
cast  in  the  year  1622,  and  weighed  33  owt.  September  25th,  this 
bell  was  taken  down  for  the  purpose  of  sending  to  London  to  be  re- 
cast. When  weighed  at  the  high  crane,  it  was  found  to  be  32cwt. 
3qn.  and  141b.  good.  December  20th,  the  new  bell  was  landed  on 
the  quay.     It  weighed  36  cwt. — Ibid, 

June  3. — ^The  workmen  employed  in  Mr.  Henry  Peareth^s  woollen- 
cloth  manufactory,  at  Gateshead,  went  in  procession  from  that  place 
to  their  employer's  house,  in  Newcastle,  each  displaying  the  branch  he 
was  employed  in.  viz : — First,  the  men  sorting  wool,  then  followed  the 
scrivener,  the  shearmen,  the  weaver,  the  dyer,  and  the  boys  making 
brushes,  carrying  two  white  rods  in  their  hands,  with  music  playing. 
The  exhibition  gave  great  satisfaction  to  all  lovers  of  art  and  industry. 
This  public  parade  was  continued  for  many  years. — Ibid. 

June  29. — The  following  challenge  appeared  in  the  Newcastle 
Journal,  viz : — ^'  I  take  the  liberty  after  this  publick  manner,  to  ac- 
quaint the  country,  that  Peter  Ditchbum,  of  Mainsforth,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Durham,  will  throw  the  long  bowls,  a  pound  and  a-half  weight, 
leap,  and  pitch  the  bang  with  any  nuui  in  England,  for  ten  or  twenty 
pounds,  and  meet  them  at  any  place  within  twenty  miles  of  Mains- 
forth aforesaid.'*' 

July  6,  Saturday. — The  wife  of  Mr.  Balph  Bage,  a  farmer  at 
Thomaby,  near  Stockton,  was  torn  to  pieces  in  a  field  by  their  own 
bull. — Gents.  Mag. 

July  29. — The  hospitals  in  the  Manor  Ghare,  Newcastle,  for  ac- 
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commodating  six  poor  widows  of  clergymen  and  merchants,  six  poor 
old  batchelors,  and  six  poor  unmarried  women,  were  commenced  build- 
ing. The  first  edifice  (Mrs.  Davison'^s  for  widows  of  clergymen  and 
merchants)  was  built  by  the  corporation  in  1 725,  but  that  body  being 
appointed  patrons  of  this  charity,  as  also  of  the  hospitals  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Blackett,  and  Mr.  Davison,  a  suite  of  apartments  for  the  three 
institutions  was  erected.  The  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  the  right 
worshipful  Henry  Eden,  esq.,  mayor,  in  the.  presence  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  gentlemen.  The  magistrates,  in  order  to  keep  the  above  sums 
entire  for  the  use  before  signified,  undertook  the  charge  of  the  build- 
ing at  the  expense  of  the  corporation.  The  workmen  were  very  liber- 
ally regaled. — Local  Papers. 

1754  (Aug.  19). — Dorothy  Catinby,  of  Love  lane,  on  the  Quay,  New- 
castle, was  executed  on  the  town-moor  there,  for  the  murder  of  her 
bastard  child.  She  behaved  in  a  very  penitent  manner,  but  persisted 
to  the  last  that  she  did  not  murder  her  child.  The  body,  after  hanging 
the  usual  time,  was  taken  to  the  Surgeons^  hall,  where  it  was  dissect- 
ed, and  lectured  upon  by  Mr.  Hallowell,  Mr.  Stodart,  Mr.  Lambert, 
and  Mr.  Gibson,  surgeons.  Dorothy  Catinby,  who  was  a  widow,  left 
three  children  by  her  lawful  husband,  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The 
sons,  it  was  said,  after  their  mother^s  ignominious  end,  drowned  them- 
selves, and  the  daughter  left  her  service  in  Newcastle,  and  went  to  a 
remote  part  of  the  kingdom,  where  she  might  live  without  reproach. 
— Local  Eec. 

August  24. — A  woman  named  Elizabeth  Rochester  made  her 
escape  from  Durham  gaol.  She  was  one  of  a  gang  of  Faws,  or 
strolling  depredators,  who  infested  the  northern  counties  at  this 
period. — Local  Papers. 

September  25. — The  great  bell  of  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  New- 
castle, was  sent  to  London,  to  be  recast.  The  old  bell  was  taken  in 
exchange  at  lOd.  per  pound,  which  amounted  to  J&153.  The  new 
bell  of  thirty-six  cwt.  was  charged  Is.  Id.  per  pound,  amounting  to 
^218.  Ss.  making  the  difference  in  exchange  <f  65.  8s.  The  new  bell 
was  rung  for  the  first  time  on  the  first  of  January,  1755. — Ibid. 

September  29. — An  adder  of  prodigious  size  hid  itself  in  the  clefts 
of  a  rock,  near  the  sea,  not  far  from  Haggerston,  Northumberland,  it 
leaped  near  seven  yards  at  one  leap.  Great  encouragement  was 
offered  for  killing  it. — Genfs.  Mag. 

October  14. — William  Weatherbum,  pitman,  belonging  to  Heaton, 
was  married  at  All  Saints'"  church,  in  Newcastle,  to  Elizabeth 
Oswald,  of  Gallowgate.  At  the  celebration  of  this  marriage,  there 
was  the  greatest  concourse  of  people  ever  known  on  a  like  occasion. 
There  were  five  or  six  thousand  at  church  and  in  the  church-yard. 
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The  bride  and  bridegroom  having  invited  their  friends  in  the  country, 
a  great  number  attended  them  to  church,  and  being  mostly  mounted 
double,  or  a  man  and  a  woman  upon  a  horse,  made  a  very  grotesque 
appearance  in  their  parade  through  the  streets.  The  women  and  the 
horses  were  literally  covered  with  ribbons.  The  reader  will  here  be 
reminded  of  the  scenes  delineated  in  ^^  The  Collier's  Wedding ""  by 
Edward  Ohicken.  There  are  no  such  doings  among  the  colliers  now 
a-days. — Local  Bee. 

1754  (Oct.  18). — The  chapel  and  burial  ground  at  the  Infirmary, 
Newcastle,  were  consecrated  by  the  bishop  of  Durham.  An  excellent 
sermon  was  preached  there  on  the  occasion  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Dock- 
wray,  jun.,  from  Psalm  ii.  verse  2.  The  chapel  was  consecrated  by 
the  name  of  St.  Luke.  Mrs.  Byne  made  a  present  of  a  silver  flagon 
for  the  use  of  this  chapel,  and  lady  Musgrave  presented  to  the  same 
chapel  two  pieces  of  silver  plate,  being  a  legacy  left  by  Mrs.  Hilton. 
This  lady  also  presented  an  altar  cloth  and  cushion,  being  the  legacy 
left  to  St.  John's  church,  in  Newcastle,  by  Mrs.  Hilton. — Brand, 

October  25. — Mr.  Christopher  Allison,  merchant,  was  appointed 
conservator  of  the  Scale,  or  Kale  cross,  and  butter  market  in  New- 
castle. This  cross  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lork-Burn,  near 
the  Sand-hill.  Gray,  in  his  Ghorographia,  describes  it  as  a  '*  fair  one, 
with  columns  of  hewn  stone,  covered  with  lead,  where  is  sold  milk, 
eggs,  butter,  &c.''  In  1319  and  1360  it  is  called  Cole-Cross^  and  in 
1653  Keale-Cross^  terms  obtained  from  having  broth  or  Kale  wort, 
an  antient  ingredient  for  making  broth,  sold  at  it. — Pict.  of  Netoc.  S^c. 

This  year,  the  hall  in  the  city  of  Durham,  where  the  elections  and 
public  meetings  are  held,  was  rebuilt  in  its  present,  state  by  Henry 
Lambton  and  John  Tempest,  esqrs.,  then  representatives  for  that  city. 
— Suriees. 

1755  (Jan.  9). — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  a  farm-house  at  Bedlington- 
park,  tenanted  by  Mr.  Thomas  Embleton,  by  which  it  was  entirely 
consumed,  with  his  furniture  and  part  of  his  cattle,  which  reduced 
him  almost  to  beggary. — Local  Papers. 

January  9. — About  noon,  died  the  rev.  Mr.  Munton,  A.  M. 
curate  of  St.  Andrew^s  and  second  master  of  the  free  grammar  school 
in  Newcastle,  both  which  offices  he  discharged  with  the  greatest  repu- 
tation, and  was  no  less  esteemed  and  beloved  in  private  life,  than  he 
was  honoured  and  revered  in  his  public  character :  and  as  in  both  he 
was  eminently  distinguished  for  many  accompUshments  and  virtues, 
the  loss  which  society  sustained  in  so  useful  and  valuable  a  member 
was  generally  deplored. — Netoc.  Gen.  Mag. 

Februaiy  6. — A  smart  press  for  seamen,  broke  out  at  Shields, 
when  about  60  or  70  able  hands  were  taken  by  the  Peggy  sloop  of 
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war:  and  on  the  10th,  the  volunteer  drum,  offering  his  maje8ty''B 
bounty  of  £S.  a  man,  was  beat  through  Newcastle,  inviting  all  gen- 
tlemen seamen  to  enter  into  his  majesty'^s  service,  the  like  not  known 
there  for  many  years  before ;  several  had  enlisted. — Newc.  Gen  Mag. 

1755  (Feb.  28).- As  Mr.  Dawson,  a  sergeant-at-mace,  of  Newcastle, 
was  riding  at  night  through  the  Flesh-market  in  that  town,  his  under 
jaw  was  unfortunately  caught  by  a  butcher^s  hook,  and  tiie  horse  going 
from  under  him,  left  him  hanging  a  considerable  time.  A  man  com- 
ing up,  procured  immediate  assistance,  and  got  him  off.  He  was 
dreadfully  wounded  but  recovered. — Local  Papers. 

April  10. — A  complete  peal  of  bob  triples,  consisting  of  5,040 
changes  was  rung  in  three  hours,  thirteen  minutes,  and  a  quarter,  on 
the  bells  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcastle.  The  above  number  of  changes 
had  not  been  rung  there  before,  on  account  of  the  bad  hanging  of  the 
bells.  The  magistrates  finding  the  deficiency,  sent  for  Mr.  William 
Lawrence,  a  noted  bell  hanger  of  London,  who  hung  them  so  effectu- 
ally, that  the  peal  was  rung  through  with  the  greatest  ease,  consider- 
ing the  weight  of  the  tenor  bell,  which  had  recently  been  recast. — 
Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

April  20. — Robert  Watson,  artist  and  engineer,  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Watson,  a  member  of  the  free  porters^  company  in  Newcastle, 
where  Robert  was  born  on  the  above  day.  At  an  early  age  he  evinced 
such  a  fondness  for  drawing,  that,  after  his  education  was  finished,  his 
parents  apprenticed  him  to  a  coach  painter.  Fortunately  for  him,  his 
master  s  misfortunes  soon  set  him  at  liberty  from  a  situation  so  ill 
suited  to  the  sublimity  of  his  genius ;  and  leaving  his  native  town,  he 
went  to  London,  where  he  became  an  industrious  student  in  the  royal 
academy.  In  1778  he  obtained  the  gold  pallet  from  the  society  for 
the  encoura<^e.r.Gnt  of  arts,  for  the  best  historical  drawing.  In  1780, 
he  published  under  the  title  of  "  An  Anticipation  of  the  Exhibition  of 
the  Royal  Academy^''  a  critique  on  the  best  performances  of  our  most 
celebrated  artists,  and  which  displays  ample  proof  of  the  versatility 
of  his  genius.  The  talents  he  displayed  in  this  work  procured  him 
powerful  patronage^  During  one  of  his  annual  visits  to  Newcastle,  he 
happened  to  read  Drs.  Price  and  Priestley"*s  friendly  controversy  on 
Materialism,  which  gave  rise  to  his  "  Essay  on  the  Nature  and  Exis- 
tence of  the  Material  World."  The  Monthly  Reviewers  bestowed 
great  praise  on  this  work.  Shortly  after  this,  he  accepted  a  proposal 
made  to  him,  to  go  to  India  in  the  capacity  of  an  engineer,  and  where 
he  arrived  in  1 783,  in  time  to  procrastinate  the  defence  of  Fort  Osna- 
burgh,  for  the  garrison  of  which  he  obtained  very  honourable  terms  of 
capitulation,  when  he  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which  terminated  his 
existence  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age.    On  quitting  England,  he  left  a 
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tragedy  in  the  hands  of  the  managers  of  one  of  the  London  theatres, 
who,  on  their  part,  promised  to  bring  it  out  as  speedily  as  possible^ 
but  all  the  efforts  of  his  friends,  after  his  death,  to  recover  the  MS, 
proved  unavailing.  The  large  wood  cut  of  St.  Nicholaa*  church,  in 
Newcastle,  engraved  by  Mr.  Charlton  Nesbit,  and  for  which  he  re- 
ceived a  silver  pallet  from  the  society  of  arts,  {see  May  27,  1798), 
shews  the  house,  with  wooden  posts  in  front  of  it,  where  Robert  Wat- 
song's  mother  made  and  sold  sausages  for  a  livelihood  in  the  latter 
part  of  her  life.  The  female,  throwing  out  water  from  a  pail,  is  said 
to  represent  Mrs.  Watson. — Local  Rec, 

1755  (April  21). — This  morning  early  several  claps  of  thunder 
were  heard  in  the  county  of  Durham,  some  of  which  being  louder  than 
were  remembered  for  a  long  time  passed,  greatly  terified  many  people 
there.  They  were  accompanied  with  an  almost  continuous  stream 
of  lightning,  and  with  but  little  rain.  Some  of  the  waggon-men  on 
the  Derwent  waggon-way,  had  the  hay  under  their  arms  set  on  fire 
by  the  lightning ;  and  several  of  the  horses'*  manes  were  singed,  with- 
out their  receiving  any  other  damage. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

June  12. — Above  2,200  salmon  were  sold  in  the  market  at  New- 
castle, which  were  all  taken  that  morning  and  the  tide  before  in  the 
river  Tyne  above  the  bridge ;  so  great  a  quantity  had  not  been  taken 
in  two  tides  for  eighteen  years  previously. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

June. — As  some  labourers  were  digging  for  stones  at  Twizell,  for 
the  use  of  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  Comhill  to  Berwick,  they 
found  a  stone  coffin  containing  a  human  skeleton  of  an  immense  size. 
The  skull  was  very  large,  and  all  the  teeth  were  quito  fresh  and  en- 
tire.    There  were  several  other  bones  in  the  coffin. — Local  Papers, 

July  16. — This  day  all  the  debtors  in  Newcastle  gaol,  except  Alex- 
ander Walker,  whose  debt  amounted  to  above  dt^500.  were  (by  virtue 
of  his  majesty'^s  act  of  insolvency)  discharged  from  their  confinement. 
— N&wc.  Gen.  Mag. 

August  22. — Notes  were  first  issued  from  the  bank  established  in 
Newcastle,  Dec.  1.  the  same  year,  notice  was  given  "  that  the  New- 
castle bank  ^  would  be  opened  on  that  day  "  at  the  house,  late  Mr. 
Bobinson^s,  in  Pilgrim  street,  where  all  business  in  the  banking  and 
exchange  way  would  be  transacted  as  in  London.'*  This  old  and  re- 
spectable establishment  has  recently  been  incorporated  with  the  Nor- 
thumberland and  Durham  District  Bank. — Local  Papers. 

August. — The  four  old  bells  in  Darlington  church,  were  recast, 
and  two  new  ones  added.  They  were  hung  and  tuned  by  Mr.  James 
Harrison^  from  Barrow,  in  Lincolnshire.  Four  of  these  bells  were 
cast  anew'in  17^,  and  cost  the  parishioners  £\S^^  9s.  1\A.  The 
weight  of  the  six  is  58c wt.  Iqr.     The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to 
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St.  Cnthbert,  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  with  a  tower  and  spire  riaag 
from  the  centre.  It  has  frt^quently  undergone  repair,  and  ia  kept  in 
good  order,  though  the  efTect  of  the  interior  ie  injured  by  the  diepon- 
tion  of  the  pews  and  galleries.  It  forms  the  pTincipal  ornament  of 
the  town,  and  stands  at  the  south-west-angle  of  the  market  place. — 
Mackenzie's  Dar.  iSfc. 

1755  (Sep.  29).— Died,  at  the  Old  Town,  near  Elsdon,  in  Northum- 
berland, Mr.  Matthew  Reed,  aged  104  years.  During  the  hist  thirty 
years  of  his  life  he  was  much  afflicted  with  the  rheumatism,  for  which 
he  tried  the  hot  baths  and  obtained  some  relief,  but  what  was  very  re- 
markable, he  used  frequently  daring  the  lafit  ten  years  of  his  life,  even 
in  the  most  extreme  frost,  to  bathe  in  a  small  rivulet  on  his  own  estate. 
He  enjoyed  all  his  faculties  to  the  last.  On  Mr.  Beed's  tomb-stone, 
his  age  is  marked  10010  !  intended,  no  doubt,  for  110  years. — Local 
Records,  S;c. 

October  10. — A  terrible  fire  broke  out  in  a  bam,  near  Boldon,  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  belonging  to  Mr,  Bninton,  which  entirely  con- 
sumed the  same,  with  the  com  and  hay-etacks,  &c.  adjoining. — Loent 
Paper*. 
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17S5  (Oct.  16). — The  fint  number  of  a  weekly  new^per,  called 
"The  Newcastle  Intelligencer,"  vtm  published  thia  day,  (Wednes- 
day), by  William  Guthbert  and  Company,  at  the  printing-houfle,  in 
the  Cuatom-houBe  entry.  Quay-side,  Newcastle.  It  was  a  small  folio, 
with  three  columns  on  each  page.  From  an  inspection  of  some  nmn- 
bcrs  of  this  journal  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thomas- Bell,  huid  aar- 
veyor,  it  appears  to  have  been  continued  between  two  and  three  years, 
but  from  the  few  advertisements  contained  in  any  of  the  numberB,  it 
may  be  inferred  that  it  met  with  only  partial  success.  {Local  Sec.} 
The  doorway  seen  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  building  represented  in 
the  annexed  cut,  is  the  entrance  to  the  old  Custom-house.     (1842) 


Norember  25, — A  keel,  belonging  to  alderman  Kidley,  being  made 
fart  to  a  ship  in  the  harbour  at  Shields,  was,  by  the  ship^  unmooring 
at  the  ebb  tide,  taken  away  to  sea,  and  the  men  being  oil  asleep  in 
the  hold,  were  drowned.  The  keel  was  cast  upon  the  Herd  sand  next 
morning  with  its  bottom  uppermoat. — A'ewe.  Gen.  Mag. 

November  25. — There  was  constituted  at  Sunderland,  a  regular 
lodge  of  free  and  accepted  masons,  by  virtue  of  a  deputation  for  that 
porpow  directed  to  Mr.  James  Smithson,  jun.,  provincial,  from  the 
eori  of  Caernarvon,  grand  master ;  on  which  occasion  an  excellent  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  the  rev.  Mr,  Barwise,  of  Dalton,  one  of  the  fm- 
temity,  who,  with  the  rest  of  the  brethren,  in  proper  costume,  went 
in  procession  to  church.  Thie  lodge  when  first  constituted,  was  No. 
207,  though  now,  from  different  intermediate  erasements,  it  is  No.  146, 
— Local  Papers. 
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1 755  (Dec.). — In  the  first  week  of  this  month,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  brethren  of  the  bridle,  several  workmen  were  employed  in  levels 
ling  and  ditching  the  low  side  of  the  town  moor  next  the  town  of 
Newcastle,  in  order  to  make  it  as  good  and  dry  as  possible  against  the 
next  races ;  it  was  also  to  be  railed  around  and  no  horses,  except 
those  booked,  were  to  be  allowed  to  run  thereon. — New*  Gen.  Mug. 

December  19. — A  fire  broke  out  at  Whitehouse,  near  Morpeth, 
which  consumed  eight  cows  and  one  horse. — Local  Papers. 

From  the  time  of  Elizabeth  for  a  long  succession  of  years,  the  earls 
of  Northumberland  fell  upon  "  evil  days  and  evil  tongues  ^  and  Aln- 
wick castle  suffered  so  greatly  from  neglect  and  decay,  that  when  the 
first  duke  and  duchess  of  Northumberland  began  the  work  of  restoring 
it,  in  1755,  not  only  its  walls  and  towers  were  in  a  ruinous  state ;  but 
there  was  scarcely  a  habitable  apartment  within  its  circuit.  Under 
their  auspices,  however,  it  soon  reappeared  in  its  antient  form ;  but 
in  the  internal  arrangement  of  its  apartments  ^^  adapted  to  the  uses  of 
a  modem  residence.^  For  ^^  in  this  arduous  undertaking  the  antient 
appearance  was  scrupulously  regarded,  and  in  no  instance  has  the 
foundation,  shape,  or  symmetry  of  the  keep  undergone  the  slightest 
alteration.  In  the  outer  court,  a  building  called  the  exchequer,  and 
in  the  middle  court,  a  chapel  and  a  considerable  range  of  domestic 
offices,  were  of  necessity  removed.  They  w^ere  excresences  on  the 
original  plan  which  they  encumbered  and  obscured.  An  apartment 
therefore,  in  the  principal  suit,  was  allotted  for  the  chapel :  and  a 
more  secure  state  of  society  permitted  the  transposition  of  the  offices 
to  the  exterior  face  of  the  southern  wall." — Castles  of  the  Eng.  Border. 

1756  (Jan.  13). — In  the  burial  register  of  Jarrow  church,  under 
this  date,  occurs  "  Francis  Heron,  king  of  the  Faws."*' — Chron.  Mir. 

January  18. — Died,  at  Ovington,  in  Northumberland,  Isabella 
Simpson,  aged  109  years.  She  retained  all  her  senses  to  the  last 
except  her  sight,  which  she  lost  several  years  before  her  death.  She 
commonly  spun  lint  or  tow  on  the  rock,  until  the  last  six  years  of  her 
life,  and  was  a  remarkable  pattern  of  industry. — Local  Papers. 

January  30. — ^A  labouring  man  in  ditching  and  scouring  a  hedge 
belonging  to  Mr.  Greorge  Smith,  of  Bumhall,  found  upon  Elvet  moor, 
170  pieces  of  silver  coin  of  Edward  III.  of  England,  and  Robert  II. 
and  David,  kings  of  Scotland,  inclosed  in  a  pot  or  small  urn.  He 
carried  them  to  a  silversmith  in  Durham,  where  they  were  claimed 
and  had  by  the  dean  and  chapter  as  treasure  trove,  found  within  their 
manor  of  Elvet.  Upon  a  division  of  this  money,  the  dean  had  ten 
pieces  allotted  to  him,  and  each  of  the  prebendaries  five;  other 
of  the  pieces  were  deposited  in  the  library,  and  such  of  them  whose 
inscriptions  and  figures  were  effiu>ed,  were  sold.     The  value  of  the 
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whole  was  between  four  and  five  pounds.  It  is  very  probable  that 
this  money  had  been  deposited  in  this  place  at  or  about  the  time  of 
the  battle  of  Neville'^s  cross,  wjiich  was  fought  not  far  from  it  in  1 346. 
The  urn  and  a  few  of  the  coins  are  still  preserved  in  the  library. — 
Hutchinsons  Dur. 

1756  (Feb.  10). — One  of  the  serjeants-at-mace  of  Newcastle,  having 
an  execution  against  Charles  Cowling,  coach-maker,  without  Pilgrim 
Street  gate,  went  to  apprehend  him  in  his  shop,  but  on  taking  him 
away,  his  son-in-law,  Richard  Curtis,  rescued  him.  The  officer  then 
applied  to  the  mayor  for  an  escape  warrant,  and  when  he  went  back 
found  the  said  Cowling  and  his  son  had  ensconced  themselves  in  the 
shop  and  threatened  to  knock  down  the  first  man  that  forced  open  the 
door.  On  hearing  this  the  officer  got  more  assistance  and  broke  open 
the  shop,  on  which  a  scuffle  ensued,  and  one  of  the  baliffs  received  a 
mortal  wound  with  an  axe,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours ;  several 
others  were  also  wounded,  but  the  father  and  son  were  apprehended. 
At  the  assizes  Curtis  received  sentence  of  death.  Cowling  was  ac- 
quited.  Curtis  was  respited  from  time  to  time  until  the  opinion  of 
the  judges  was  taken,  ten  of  whom  thought  him  guilty  of  murder, 
but  in  1757,  he  was  ordered  to  be  transported  for  life.  He  died  on 
his  passage  to  America. — New,  Gen.  Mag,y  ^c. 

February  19. — Died,  at  Westerhaugh, 
in  Northumberland,  Henry  CoUingwood, 
esq.,  aged  103.  He  was  greatly  beloved  in 
his  neighbourhood,  and  retained  his  senses 
to  the  last.  His  pall  was  supported  by 
eight  gentlemen,  (the  first  five  were  his 
great  great  nephews),  viz. : — William  Fen- 
wick,  John  Fenwick,  William  Swinburne, 
Ralph  Soulsby,  Edward  Ward,  Henry  Ogle, 
esqrs.,  Mr,  Thomas  Forster,  and  Mr.  Charl- 
ton. Twelve  of  his  children  and  grand 
children  attended  as  mourners. — Local  Bee. 

February  19. — Several  very  curious  fireworks  were  played  oflPfrom 
the  castle  of  Newcastle,  in  honour  of  the  marriage  of  the  right  hon. 
Augustus,  earl  of  Euston,  grandson  and  heir-apparent  to  the  duke  of 
Gr^ton,  to  the  hon.  Miss  Liddell,  daughter  of  lord  Ravensworth, 
which  took  place  in  London,  on  the  29th  of  the  preceding  month. — 
Local  Papers. 

March  22. — The  heart  and  bowels  of  the  right  honourable  James 
earl  of  Wemys,  were  bimed  in  Norton  church,  in  the  county  of 
Durham.  The  remains  were  buried  with  his  ancesters  at  Wemys 
Oastie,  in  Scotland,  on  the  8th  of  April. — Norton  Beg. 
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1756  (May  22).- War  was  proclaimed  against  France,  at  Newcastle, 
by  the  sheriflTs  sergeant,  at  the  usual  places,  viz. : — on  the  SandhiU,  the 
Flesh-market,  and  the  White  cross,  accompanied  by  the  magistrates 
in  their  robes.     The  crowd  was  very  Dumeroue,  who  expressed  their 
assent  by  loud  huzzas  and  other  toyal  ejaculations. — Newc'  Gen.  Mag. 
At  this  time,  the  hottest  press  for  seamen  was  made  at  Shields, 
and  in  the  river  Tyne,  that  had  been  known  during  the  war.     Several 
hundreds  of  men  were  taken,  and  no  regard  paid  to  protections. — Ibid. 
May  30.— Died,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Elstob,  aged 
73,  sister  of  William  Elstob  (see  March  3, 
1715^,  and  bom  at  Newcastle.     This  lady, 
distinguished  as  a  Saxon  scholar,  is  said  to 
have  owed  the  rudiments  of  her  very  extraor- 
dinary learning  to  her  mother,  whom,  how- 
ever,  she   lost  at  eight  years  of  age.     She 
accompanied  her  brother  to  Oxford,  and  was 
the  companion  of  all  his  severe  studies.     She 
removed  with  him  to  London,  and,  in  1709, 
printed  an  English  translation,  together  with 
her  brother's  Homily  of  St.  Gregory.     She  also  assisted  him  in  an 
intended   edition   of  Gregory's    Pastoral.      By  Dr.   Hickes'   advice 
she  next  undertook  an  edition  of  the  Saxon   Homilies;  a   few  of 
these  only  were  printed  at  Oxford  in  folio.     In  17I5,  she  published 
a  Saxon  grammar,  for  which  chief  justice  Parker,  defrayed  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  types.     After  her  brother's  death  Mrs.  Elstob  was  re- 
duced to  teach  a  school  at  Evesham.     She  afterwards  obtained  a 
pension  of  twenty  guineas  from  queen  Caroline,  which  «eased  with  her 
majesty's  death,  and  Mrs.  Elstob  was  again  plunged  into  difficulties. 
Her  latter  days,  however,  were  easy  and  comfortable,  for,  in  1739, 
■he  found  a  residence  in  the  &mily  of  the  duchess-dowager  of  Port- 
land, and  continued  there  till  her  death.     Rowe  Mores  describes  her 
in  her  old  age,  in  her  chamber  at  Bulstrode,  surrounded  with  books 
and  dirt.     But,  clean  or  dirty,  Mrs.  Elstob  was  a  most  extraordinary 
woman,  the  first  and  last,  as  far  as  we  know,  of  her  sex  who  wag  » 
Saxon  scholar ;   and  those  who  wish  to  see  her  in  her  bri^t  days, 
when  she  was  the  literary  toast  of  Dr.  Hudson  and  the  Oxonians, 
may  gaze  on  her  countenance  in  the  initial  G.  of  the  English  Saxon 
Homily  on  the  day  of  St.  Gregory. ^Surtees. 

1756  (June  4). — Friday,  the  wind  in  the  S.  W.  quarter,  a  very 
black  cloud  was  observed  to  the  northward  of  Hexham,  which  appooi^ 
ed  to  dart  down  a  small  gleam  of  fire  upon  a  farm-house  belonging  to 
Lancelot  Allgood,  esq. ;  the  house,  however,  and  every  one  in  it, 
were  found  quite  sale  and  unhurt,  though  much  terrified.     But  an 
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ash  tree  of  five  feet  four  inches  in  circumference,  that  grew  dose  by 
the  house  was  all  shaken  and  split,  from  the  ground  to  the  division  of 
the  branches ;  most  of  the  bark  and  one  small  piece  of  wood  thrown 
at  a  distance  all  round,  but  none  of  the  boughs  hurt.  A  smaller  tree 
of  the  same  kind  grew  so  near  it,  that  its  boughs  surrounded  the  trunk 
of  the  larger  one,  and  were  not  in  the  least  damaged.  The  next  fore- 
noon, there  were  a  great  many  loud  claps  of  thunder,  accompanied  by 
much  rain  and  hail,  which  swelled  the  river  Tyne  considerably ;  the 
wind  veering  about  to  almost  every  point  of  the  compas,  betwixt 
twelve  and  one  o^clock,  a  remarkfible  flash  of  lightning  fell  upon  the 
house  of  Thomas  Lightfoot,  situated  near  the  north  Tyne,  at  Choller- 
ford-bridge.  A  chimney  at  the  north  end  was  struck  down,  and  the 
gable,  in  which  it  was  built,  split  as  with  a  wedge  seperating  the  two 
faces  of  it,  almost  as  low  as  the  side  wall ;  in  the  second  story,  a  large 
hole  was  broke  through  the  chimney  into  a  bed  chamber.  The  side 
wall  facing  to  the  west,  was  broke  through  near  the  ground,  about 
three  yards  south  of  the  chimney  above-mentioned,  and  the  force  ap- 
peared to  have  acted  all  up  the  inside  of  this  wall  in  a  direct  line  for 
about  a  yard  in  breadth  to  the  top  of  the  house ;  two  breadths  of 
paper  hangings  were  torn  off  in  the  parlour,  and  several  holes  broke 
in  the  plaster,  but  the  nails  which  had  fixed  the  paper  were  left ;  in 
the  south  partition  of  the  same  room,  opposite  to  the  chimney  there 
was  a  hole  about  half  through,  as  if  made  with  a  musket  ball.  A 
large  chest  of  drawers  stood  against  the  side  wall  in  the  bed  chamber 
above  the  parlour,  the  back  of  which  was  torn  in  pieces,  the  locks 
broke  off  and  the  whole  case  thrown  down,  the  bed  curtains  were 
much  singed,  but  no  metal  of  any  kind  melted ;  the  glass  in  the  room, 
the  garret  above  it,  and  the  parlour  below  was  all  shivered  and 
thrown  to  a  great  distance  from  the  house,  but  none  of  it  fell  within. 
The  kitchen,  where  eight  persons  were  sitting,  is  south  from  the  par-  ' 
lour,  and  a  passage  and  staircase,  between  them,  all  the  people  were 
struck  down  and  thrown  in  contrary  directions  to  the  opposite  sides 
of  the  room,  but  none  of  them  received  any  harm  further  than  a  few 
alight  bruises,  from  the  fall,  nor  could  they  give  any  account  of  the 
stroke.  They  said  that  just  before  it  happened,  all  was  quite  dark, 
and  they  heard  a  great  noise  like  the  report  of  a  cannon,  and  were 
struck  senseless,  upon  their  recovery  they  found  a  sulphurous  smell. 
The  stable  is  at  the  north  end  of  the  house,  the  roof  of  which  was 
.  broke  in  by  the  fall  of  the  chimney,  and  three  horses  turned  quite 
upon  their  backs  in  the  stalls,  one  man  was  thrown  upon  a  horse,  and 
another  turned  round  upon  his  feet.  A  man  who  was  at  a  short  dis- 
tance in  the  fields,  saw  the  appearance  of  two  sheets  of  fire,  descend- 
ing upon  the  house,  but  felt  nothing. — Newc,  Gen.  Mag. 
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1756  (July  5), — ^The  Resolution  arrived  at  Newcastle  from  Green- 
land with  six  large  whales,  three  middling,  and  six  small  ones.  The 
like  cargo,  it  was  said,  never  before  came  to  England  in  one  ship.  The 
Greenland  ships  in  general  were,  this  year,  amazingly  successful. — 
Genfs.  Mag, 

July  26. — The  populace  in  Newcastle  honoured  admiral  Byng  by  an 
effigy,  set  on  an  ass,  decorated  with  appropriate  labels,  &c.,  preceded 
by  a  person  on  a  mule,  with  a  white  standard,  on  which  was  inscribed 
this  motto : — "  OA,  hack  your  saUsfor  God's  sake^  a  shot  may  hit  tie 
ship.'*''  Having  paraded  the  town,  the  procession  halted  at  the  car- 
rion burning  place  in  the  flesh-market,  where  a  gallows  was  erected, 
on  which,  after  being  severely  treated,  he  was  hung,  the  prepared 
funeral  pile  lighted,  and,  with  ignominy  and  reproach,  he  was  suflkred 
to  perish.  At  Gateshead,  Shields,  Sunderland,  and  oilier  places^ 
the  admiral  was  similarly  caricatured. — Local  Papers. 

July  30. — ^A  letter  bearing  this  date,  from  Lowick,  Northumber- 
land, says,  —  '^The  thunder  has  broken  upon  a  rock  at  Langley- 
ford,  near  Cheviot,  split  it  in  pieces,  and  killed  forty  sheep.''^ — GejW$ 
Mag. 

August  9. — Two  servant  girls  in  the  Close,  Newcastle,  bathing 
themselves  in  the  river  behind  their  master''s  house,  by  the  declivity 
of  a  sand-bank,  were  carried  out  of  their  depth  and  drowned  before 
any  assistance  could  be  given  them. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

August  11. — About  two  o'^clock  in  the  morning  a  dreadful  accident 
happened  at  Chaters-haugh  colliery,  on  the  river  Wear.  The  foul 
air  in  one  of  the  pits  ignited,  by  which  four  men  were  instantly  kiUed 
and  torn  to  pieces.  The  explosion  was  so  violent  that  a  corf,  laden 
with  coals,  was  blown  up  the  shaft  from  a  depth  of  10  fathoms  into 
the  open  air,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  coal  dust  and  rubbish  was  thrown 
'  to  a  great  distance,  discolouring  the  surface  of  the  ground  round 
about.  The  report  was  so  loud,  as  to  be  heard  by  people  in  their 
beds  near  two  miles  off,  rumbling  like  deep  thunder,  or  the  discharge 
of  many  artillery.  Had  it  happened  an  hour  later,  the  whole  of  the 
workmen  would  have  been  in  the  mine,  consequently  the  destruction 
of  human  life  would  have  been  dreadful. — Ihid. 

September. — ^A  young  woman  was  attacked  by  two  soldiers  on 
Gateshead  FeU,  near  the  wind-mill,  who  attempted  to  rob  her  of  her 
clothes,  &c.,  but  not  being  able  to  accomplish  that  quietly,  they  thi'ew 
her  into  an  old  coal-pit  about  twenty  yards  in  depth,  where  she. 
remained  seven  days  before  she  was  discovered.  What  was  very 
miraculous,  she  had  received  no  hurt  in  the  fall,  and  had  sustained 
herself  with  only  the  rain  water  that  ran  down  the  sides  of  the  pit 
which  she  collected  in  her  shoe. — Local  Papers. 
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^  1756  (Oct.  7). — ^About  one  o^clock  in  the  morning,  a  most  violent 
hurricane  came  on  -at  Newcastle  and  its  neighbourhood,  whereby 
several  houses  were  blown  down  others  unroofed,  and  chimnies  carried 
away.  The  damage  done  on  the  river  Tyne  was  deplorable ;  about 
40  keels  were  either  sunk  or  driven  to  sea  with  several  men  on  board, 
who  were  all  lost.  The  Welcome  Messenger,  and  the  Sarah  and 
Margaret,  both  of  London,  were  driven  to  sea  with  their  ports  open, 
and  lost.  A  Danish  vessel,  laden  with  iron  for  the  factory  at  Swal- 
well,  was  sunk  at  Burdon^s  quay.  The  Blessing,  of  Whitby,  was 
overset  at  Jarrow  quay,  and  four  boys  drowned.  The  accounts  from 
Sunderland  were  very  shocking;  above  40  keels  were  missing,  and 
several  ships  were  damaged  and  driven  out  to  sea.  The  bodies  of 
twelve  men  were  found  strewn  along  the  shore.  The  destruction  in 
the  woods  at  Oibside  will  give  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  general 
devastation ;  trees  out  of  number  were  destroyed,  some  torn  away  by 
the  roots,  others  split  to  the  bottom  of  their  prodigious  trunks ;  many 
had  their  unwieldy  boughs  twisted  off,  and  scattered  on  the  tops  of 
the  neighbouring  hills.  The  elegant  bauquetting  house  had  its  south 
front  and  roof  much  damaged,  and  the  walks,  lawns,  and  roads,  were 
strewed  with  the  effects  of  the  storm.  But  what  was  very  singular, 
the  noble  column  which  stands  on  an  eminence,  and  at  that  time  with 
all  its  scaffolding  round  it,  being  just  then  finished,*  had  not  a  rafter 
moved,  while  the  strangest  ruin  was  seen  in  the  vallies  and  deepest 
shades,  as  if  many  whirlwinds  had  gathered  together,  and,  with  col- 
lected force,  had  aimed  destruction  at  the  most  secure  retreats ;  the 
noblest  oaks  being  levelled  to  the  ground,  while  the  slender  saplings 
that  bent  to  the  storm  stood  unhurt,  save  what  were  crushed  by  the 
cumbrous  weight  of  their  fallen  neighbours.  The  destruction  all  over 
the  country  was  awful  in  the  extreme. — Local  Papers. 

October  24. — As  the  ferry  boat  was  crossing  the  river  at  Sunder- 
land with  about  twenty  passengers  and  a  young  horse  on  board,  by 
the  unskilful  management  of  the  two  ferrymen,  it  was  forced  by  the 
strong  current  under  a  ship^s  rope,  which  coming  across  the  horse,  he 
was  thrown  down,  and  the  people  sallying  the  same  way,  upset  th« 
boat.  The  ferrymen  were  both  drowned,  the  horse  and  his  o^net 
were  carried  together  under  a  ship^s  bottom  and  drowned,  as  was  also 
a  child.  The  rest  of  the  passengers  were  saved  by  the  assistance  of 
ropes  and  boats. — Und^ 

November  4. — Died,  George  Smith,  esq.,  of  Bumhall,  in  the  county 

•  This  column,  which  is  of  the  Doric  order,  rises  140  feet  in  height,  sarmoimted' 
hy  a  colossal  gilt  iignre  of  Liberty ^  12  feet  high.  This,  when  the  gilding  was  pei*fect, 
must  have  had  an  imposing  effect  under  the  rays  of  the  smi,  as  it  can  h%  ie«n  at  a  ^ea* 
distance. 
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of  Durham,  eldest  son  of  John  Smitli,  D.  D. 
(see  July  30,  1715).  He  inherited  much  of 
his  father^s  taste  for  literary  and  antiquarian 
pursuits.  In  1722  he  published  from  Bow- 
yer's  press  his  fathers  noble  edition  of  Bede, 
which  he  had  cnmpleted  with  great  care. 
Mr,  Smith  in  early  life  kept  some  terms  in 
the  Inner  Temple,  but  afterwards  took 
orders  in  the  nonjuring  church,  and  became 
Titular  bishop  of  Durhun.  He  led  a  retired 
life,  and  died  at  Bumhall  in  his  64th  year, 
respected  for  integrity  and  benevolence. — Surtsee. 

1756  (Nov.  5). — A  wind-mill  on  the  Castle  Leazee,  near  Grallowgat«, 
Newcastle,  woe  burnt  down,  supposed  by  incendiariefl.  The  corpora- 
tion offered  twenty  guineas  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  offio- 
der  or  offenders. — Local  Papers. 

November  19. — Being  the  anniversary  of  lord  Ossulston's  birth  day, 
the  right  hon.  the  earl  of  TankervUle,  gave  on  elegant  entertainment 
at  Chillingham  castle,  in  Northumberland,  to  his  lord^ip's  tenants  in 
that  neighbourhood,  at  which  were  present  upwards  of  200  persons. 
His  lurdship  also,  on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  season  and 
creiit  scarcity  of  provisions,  was  pleased  to  order  a  great  number  of 
the  wild  cattle  in  Chillingham  park  to  be  slaughtered,  which,  with 
a  pro^'ortionable  quwitity  of  bread,  were  on  that  day  distributed 
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omongat  upwards  of  600  poor  people  in  that  part  of  the  country. — 
/Wrf. 

December  31. — Died  at  Lesbury,  in  Northumberland,  Mary  Bon- 
net, aged  110,  who  (except  her  sight  which  she  lost  about  three  years 
before),  enjoyed  all  her  faculties  to  the  last. — GiUetpy's  Col. 

1757   (Jan.  3).^Buried,  Dorothy   Windsor,  widow.      This  lady 
who  was  the  last  surviving  daughter  of  sir  Richard  Stote  of  Jesmond, 
knight,  and  relict  of  the  hon.  Dixie  Windsor,  died  intestate,  in  the 
8dth  year  of  her  age ;  when  her  valuable  estates  in  Northumberland, 
and  in  Newcastle,  were  claimed  by  sir  Robert  Bewick,  knight,  and 
John  Craeter,  esq.,  who  entered  into  possession  thereof  as  next  of 
kin ;  but  their  right  thereto,  was  afterwards  cont«6ted  by  Stote  Manby, 
who  claimed  the  property  as  cousin  and  heir  of  the  deceased.     After 
considerable  litigation  Manby  obtained  a  verdict  in  his  favour,  at  the 
assizes  held  in  Newcastle  in  1781,  in  reference  to  the  premises  situate 
within  the  town  and  county  of  Newcastle ;  and  previous  to  the  trial 
of  the  action   haying  reference  to  the  Northumberland  estates,  a 
compromise  was   effected  and  an 
agreement  entered  into,   by  which 
Bewick  and  Craster  were  allowed 
to  retain  the  estates,  they  paying 
Manby  ^1500.  for  the  law  expen- 
ces  he  had  incurred,  and  granting 
him  a  clear  yearly  rent  charge  of 
^300.   out  of  the  estates.      The 
ancient  residence  of  the  Stote  fami- 
ly at  Jesmond,  now  called  Stote's 

hall,  has  been  recently  purchased  by  John  Shield,  esq.  The  cut 
in  the  mai^a  shews  Stote's  hall  b&  it  appeared  in  1801. — T.  BdTt 
CoUectioTu. 

January  20. — Died  at  Cow-gate,  near  Newcastle,  in  the  111th  year 
of  her  age,  Isabel  Darling,  who  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last. 
She  left  a  daughter  aged  88. — GiUe^''s  Col. 

March  H. — The  Ann,  Richardson,  of  Shields,  met  with  a  French 
privateer  on  her  passage  from  London,  which  she  engaged  for  near 
four  hours.  Observing  the  approach  of  some  colliers,  the  Frenchman 
sheered  ofT,  and  was  not  again  seen.  The  privateer  carried  ll  guns 
and  l-'>0  men.  The  Ann  only  5  guns  and  8  men,  save  nine  miners, 
passengers,  who  assisted  and  behaved  gallantly.  The  Ann  was  much 
damaged,  but  none  of  the  hands  were  killed. — Nevx.  Gm.  Mag. 

April  15. — Mr.  Green,  a  shopkeeper  at  Corbridge,  whilst  putting 
his  gim  intO'  order,  inadvertently  snapped  it  near  a  101b.  box  of  gun- 
powder, and  a  spark  falling  into  the  box,  it  immediately  blew  up  with 
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a  tremendous  explosion,  by  which  he  was  much  scorched,  and  his 
clothes  set  on  fire.  Four  other  persons  were  -much  injured.  The 
door  being  open,  the  house  was  saved  from  destruction .-i<w?a^  Papers. 

1757  (April  19). — The  south  mail  came  into  Newcastle  guarded 
before,  by  a  man  on  horseback  with  a  drawn  sword,  and  behind  by  an- 
other with  a  charged  blunderbuss,  which  precaution  was  at  that  time 
taken  on  all  the  principal  roads  to  prevent  its  being  robbed. — Ibid. 

April  21. — Thursday  in  the  evening,  the  Mermaid,  Carr,  of  Shields, 
was  seen  to  founder  at  sea,  she  went  down  instantaneously,  and  all 
hands  perished.  There  were  on  board  James  and  Charles  Thompson, 
bankrupts,  who  were  going  up  to  London  to  appear  to  the  Statute, 
and  several  other  passengers  from  Newcastle,  nearly  twenty  in  all, 
besides  the  ship's  crew.  The  captain  was  blamed  for  this  knelancholy 
accident,  having  taken  in  two  keels  of  coals  above  the  ships  usual 
loading. — Gilleapy's  Col, 

June  10  Friday. — Fifteen  men  and  a  boy  were  suffocated  in  a  coal 
pit,  near  Bavensworth,  by  a  gust  of  foul  air  which  took  fire  and 
burnt  up  to  the  pit's  mouth. — Genfs,  Mag, 

June  15. — Robert  Clover  was  buried  at  Gateshead,  where  he  was 
bom  on  the  5th  of  December,  1 738.  He  was  a  young  man  of  uncom- 
mon parts  and  application,  and  had  acquired  such  nice  skill  in  music, 
as  to  excite  the  admiration  of  Mr.  Charles  Avison,  one  of  the  first 
masters  in  the  profession.  He  made  great  advances  in  drawing,  por- 
trait, landscape,  and  miniature  painting,  without  the  assistance  of 
masters.  He  also  made  considerable  progress  in  modem  languages, 
in  astronomy,  and  the  mathematics.  When  only  fifteen  years  of  age, 
he  wrote  two  poetic  pieces,  in  imitation  of  Milton's  VAUegro^  which 
Mr.  Hilton,  of  Gateshead,  published  with  his  own  poems.  But  by 
intense  labour  he  injured  a  delicate  constitution,  and  died  when 
approaching  to  manhood,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him. — Local  Papers. 

July  13. — Died  at  Unthank,  in  the  parish  of  Shotley,  Durham, 
aged  83,  Christopher  Hunter,  M.  D.,  a  learned  and  judicious  anti- 
quary and  physician.  Dr.  Hunter  was  the  only  son  of  Thomas  Hun- 
ter, of  Medomsley,  gent.  He  was  bom  ...  July,  1675,  and  was  sent 
at  an  early  age  to  the  free  grammar  school  of  Kepyer,  in  Houghton- 
le-Spring.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  removed  to  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  and  was  admitted  pensioner  of  St.  John's  college  in 
1692,  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Brown  and  of  the  eminent 
scholar  and  antiquary  Thomas  Baker,  whose  sister  Margaret  was 
the  wife  of  John  Hunter,  Christopher's  elder  brother.  Distinguished 
by  regularity  of  conduct,  and  a  severe  attention  to  his  academical 
studies,  young  Hunter  soon  became  a  favourite  pupil  of  Mr.  Baker ; 
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and  it  may  seem  probable  that  from  this  connection  with  the  vener- 
able antiquary  of  St.  John's,  he  either  imbibed  or  confirmed  that 
genuine  taste  for  antiquarian  pursuits,  which,  if  it  did  not  open  the 
path  to  worldly  profit  or  distinction,  afforded  at  least  a  rational  and 
innocent  source  of  amusement  during  the  literary  leisure  of  a  long  and 
tranquil  life.     Mr.  Hunter  took  his  degree  of  B.  M.  in  1698.     He 
soon  after  retired  to  his  native  county,  and  fixed  himself  in  medical 
practice  at  Stockton-on-Tees.     In  1702  he  was  married  at  Durham 
abbey,  to  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  two  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  John 
Elrington,  esq.,  of  Espersheales.     With  this  lady  Dr.  Hunter  received 
a  considerable  landed  estate,  and  he  had  also  a  very  handsome  pro- 
vision settled  on  him  by  his  father.     To  these  resources  were  added 
the  emoluments  of  a  respectable  practice ;  yet,  with  the  very  common 
fate  of  literary  men.  Dr.  Hunter  seemed  destined  never  to  be  rich. 
Like  poor  Anthony  h,  Wood  "  heraldry,   [musick,  and  painting]  did 
so  much  crowd  upon  him,  that  he  could  not  avoid  them ;  and  could 
never  give  a  reason  why  he  should  deUght  in  those  studies  more 
than  in  others,  so  prevalent  was  nature,  mixed  with  a  generosity  of 
mind  and  a  hatred  to  all  that  was  servile,  sneaking,  or  advantageous 
for  lucre  sake."*'    A  few  years  after  his  marriage,  Dr.  Hunter  removed 
from  Stockton  to  Durham,  a  place  much  mor^  congenial  probably  to 
his  habits,  both  as  to  society,  and  the  facilities  which  he  found  in 
indulging  his  antiquarian  taste.     Here  he  revelled  in  abbey-legers, 
registers  and  chartularies.     The  library  of  the  dean  and  chapter, 
stowed  with  sound  history  and  topography,  and  with  expensive  books 
of  reference,  stood  open  to  him.      He  corresponded  with  Gordon, 
Lister,  and  Horsley,  and  he  discovered  coins  and  excavated  altars ; 
and  traced  roads  and  stations  at  Lanchester  and  Ebchester.     Dr. 
Hunter  had  now  seriously  conceived  the  idea  of  compiUng  a  history  of 
the  diocese  of  Durham ;  and  in  1743  he  published  proposals  for  print- 
ing by  subscription,  in  two  volumes  4to.  "  Antiquitates  Parochiales 
Dioces.  Dunelm.  hucusque  ineditse,^'*  collected  from  the  archives  of  the 
church  of  Durham,  the  chancery  rolls  there,  and  the  records  in  the 
consistory  court.  With  a  view  probably  to  the  completion  of  this  work. 
Dr.  Hunter  was  entrusted  by  Mr,  Bowes,  of  Streatlam,  with  the 
Bowes*  papers^  containing  the  correspondence  of  Robert  Bowes,  esq., 
Elizabeth^s  ambassador  in   Scotland,   and  his  brother  sir  George 
Bowes,  knight  marshall.     Dr.  Hunter's  intended  work  however  never 
saw  the  light.     His  actual  publications  were  confined  to  a  republica- 
tion of  "Davies'  Bights  and  Monuments  of  the  Church  of  Durham, 
1733''  and  "An  Illustration  of  Mr.  Daniel  Neale's  History  of  the 
Puritans,  in  the  article  of  Peter  Smart,  A.  M.,  from  original  papers, 
with  remarks,  1736."    His  MS.  collections  for  his  intended  topogra- 
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phioal  work  were  extremely  nnmerous.  Two  volumes  of  transcripts 
from  the  ohartulariea  of  the  church  of  Durham,  written  in  aa  extremely 
neat  hand,  and  several  loose  pa.pera,  are  in  the  cathedral  library. 
Another  volume  was  in  the  poaseasion  of  the  late  John  Hunter,  esq,, 
of  the  Hermita^ ;  but  it  is  feared  that  many  mor«  are  irretrievably 
lost. — Surfees. 

1757  (August  2). — A  shepherd  and  his  dog  were  killed  on  Gates- 
head Fell,  near  Newcastle,  by  lightning. — G«nt''t  Maff. 

August  8. — Monday,  William  Heugh  was  executed  at  Durhsm, 
pursuant  to  his  sentence,  for  the  murder  of  a  bastard  child. — Gillst- 
py'a  Col. 

September  4. — Monday,  while  George  and  Newark  Lax,  two  bro- 
thers, were  underground,  in  the  workings  of  Lambton  colliery,  the 
sulphurous  air  took  fire  at  one  of  theit  candles,  and  they  were  both 
burned  by  the  explosion.  The  former  lived  some  days,  the  latter  died 
immediately,  and  though  several  other  men  were  in  the  workings  of 
the  colliery,  and  heard  the  explosion  like  a  loud  clap  of  thunder,  not 
one  of  them  was  hurt,  as  the  blast  ascended  from  the  workings  to  one 
of  the  shafts,  and  so  was  extinguished. — Ibid. 

September  16. — A  green  shark,  six  feet  long,  was  taken  in  the 
river  Tweed,  a  little  above  the  bridge  at  Berwick.  The  fishermen 
before  they  saw  it,  imagined  they  had  got  a  great  haul  of  salmon,  the 
net  being  so  difficult  to  draw.  Aa  soon  as  it  came  near  the  shore,  it 
made  the  water  fly  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  after  they  bad  dis- 
abled it  a  little,  and  got  it  into  shoal  water,  it  umde  a  hole  In  the 
sand  with  its  tail  which  would  have  held  a  coach.  Some  gentlemen 
who  had  seen  the  sharks  of  both  the  Indies  said  this  was  an  East 
Indian  one,  and  it  was  thought  it  had  followed  the  East  India  fleet 
to  the  Forth,  and  taken  off  after  the  salmon  up  the  river  ui  passing 
by.     A  clasped  knife  was  found  in  its  belly. — Genfs.  Mag. 

September  2K.  — Died,  at  his  seat  at 
Belsay  castle,  in  Northumberland,  sir  Wil- 
liam Middleton,  bart.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  the  strictest  honour,  and  steadily  attach- 
ed to  the  house  of  Hanover,  which  he  mani- 
fested upon  all  occasions  with  a  becom- 
ing ardour  and  alacrity ;  one  remarkable 
instance  of  which  was  his  attending  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  in  his 
expedition  to  Scotland,  where  he  was  pre- 
sent at  the  battle  of  Oulloden.  He  was  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  th&  house  of  commons,  having  sat  in  six  paiv 
liamenta  a  representative  for  the  county  of  Northumberiand,  where 
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his  intereBt  was  so  fiimly  established,  that  no  force  of  party  seemed 
able  to  shake  it ;  and  indeed  his  social  heart  and  many  amiable  quali- 
ties had  so  endeared  him  to  every  body,  that  whether  named  as  a 
companion  or  a  toast,  sir  William  Middleton  was  always  acceptable. 
— Newc.  Ghn,  Mug, 

1757  (October  24). — 'Monday,  died  at  her  house,  without  Pilgrim- 
street^Gate,  Anne  Dobson,  aged  104.  She  could  eat  a  hearty  meal 
till  within  two  days  of  her  death,  and  enjoyed  all  her  faculties  to  her 
last  moments. — Gillespy's  Col, 

November  13. — There  were  serious  disturbances  at  Newcastle,  and 
other  places  in  the  north,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  corn. — 
GenCs.  Mag. 

November  18. — At  noon  a  melancholy  accident  happened  at  Long- 
benton  colliery,  by  foul  air,  which  killed  Mr.  George  Bawling,  borer, 
luid  Adam  Hunter,  sinker,  who  were  down  the  pit ;  and  the  explosion 
was  so  great,  that  it  killed  Mr.  Ralph  Unthank,  viewer,  who  was 
upon  the  bank,  and  looking  down  the  pit. — Cfillespy's  CoL 

November  22. — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  the  mill-house  of  Mr.  Rowell, 
baker  and  brewer,  in  Pilgrim  street,  Newcastle,  wliich  consumed  the 
same  before  it  was  got  under.  The  right  worshipful  the  mayor,  the 
magistrates,  and  the  principal  officers  in  the  town,  were  very  active 
on  the  occasion,  in  giving  proper  directions  and  keeping  good  order 
until  the  fire  was  extinguished. — Local  Papers. 

November. — As  some  colliers  were  sinking  a  new  pit  on  Gateshead 
Fell,  near  Newcastle,  they  found  the  entire  skeleton  of  a  man  of  a 
gigantic  size,  in  a  bed  of  stiff  clay,  about  seven  feet  from  the  surface. 
Near  the  skeleton  were  found  three  small  pieces  of  very  ancient  coin. 
The  person  when  living  must  have  been  near  eight  feet  high,  the 
bones  laid  compact,  measuring  seven  feet  eight  inches,  and  must  have 
been  there  many  hundred  years. — Genfs.  Hag. 

December  15. — John  Gallon,  sen.  of  the  High  shaw,  [Bedesdale] 
aged  108  buried. — Ehdon  Beg. 

In  building  a  bridge  over  the  river  Gaunless,  in  the  park  at  Bishop 
Auckland,  was  found  a  Boman  urn  of  greyish  clay,  filled  with  ashes, 
earth,  and  the  remains  of  human  bones.  Near  the  place  where  this 
urn  was  found — ^about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Binchester,  several 
other  urns  and  pieces  of  pottery  have  been  discovered. — HutchinsorCs 
Dur.  # 

The  trustees  of  lord  Crewe's  charity,  at  Bamborough,  this  year, 
began  the  repairs  of  the  tower,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Sharp, 
when  it  was  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  poor. — Grose. 

This  year,  died  at  Newcastle,  Bichard  Wailes,  aged  1 00  years. — 
— Local  Papers. 

VOL.  II.  L 
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1768  (Feb.  20). — This  day,  was  shot  on  the  town-moor,  Newcastle, 
for  desertion,  William  Bland,  a  soldier  in  general  Bockland's  second 
battation,  then  quartered  in  that  town.  He  behaved  with  a  beooming 
penitence.     He  had  been  impressed  into  the  service. — Local  Papers. 

February  27. — There  was  a  numerous  meeting  of  gentlemen  at  the 
goildhall,  in  Newcastle,  in  order  to  form  an  independent  company  of 
volunteers  for  that  town,  when  several  regulations  were  agreed  on, 
and  an  association  ngned,  their  uniform  fixed,  and  March  6th  was 
appointed  for  their  first  attendance  at  the  merchants^  court,  to  leam 
the  Pmsnan  exercise.  This  was  the  exercise  practised  by  the  troops 
under  Frederick  III.  of  Prussia,  and  by  which  he  had  been  so  victori- 
ous over  the  French,  &c. — Ibid. 

February  27. — The  castle  and  manor  of  Hilton,  in  the  county  of 

Durham,  were  contracted  for  by Wogan,  esq.,  jun.  who  had 

returned  from  the  East  Indias,  for  J'30,650.,  but  the  sale  was  never 
perfected,  and  they  were,  after  the  death  of  George  Bowes,  esq.,  of 
Streatlam  and  Gibside,  sold  to  Mrs.  Bowes,  his  widow. — Surteei. 

March  6. — Died,  Henry,  earl  of  Daiiington.  He  represented  the 
county  of  Durham  in  the  parliament  of  1747. — Sharp's  Knts.  of  Dur. 

March  15. — Died,  Dr.  Sharpe,  at  Durham,  prebendary  of  that 
chinch,  and  archdeacon  of  Northumberland. — Genfi.  Mag. 

March  20. — A  pitman  working  in  a  coal  pit  at  Mitford,  near 
Morpeth,  was,  by  a  sudden  shutting  in  of  the  earth,  inclosed  in 
it  and,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  some  hundreds  of  people, 
could  not  be  got  out  until  he  had  lain  six  days  in  that  diemal 
situation.  The  poor  fellow  was  aiive,  but  bad  lost  tiie  use  of  his 
legs  and   thighs. — Local  Papers. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


N  the  month  of  March,  this  year,  there  were 
discovered  on  removing  a  ridge  of  limestone, 
and  rubbish,  on  Fulwell-hills,  near  Sunder- 
land, a  gigantic  human  skeleton,  two  Bo- 
man  coins,  and  an  urn  of  unbaked  clay. 
The  skeleton  measured  nine  feet  six  inches 
in  length  ;  the  shin-bone  measuring  two  feet 
three  inches  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle. 
The  head  lay  to  the  west,  and  was  defended 
from  the  superincumbent  earth  by  four  large  flat  stones.  The  coins 
were  found  on  the  south  side  of  the  skeleton,  near  the  right  hand. 
Another  singular  discovery  was  made  here  several  years  before.  In 
working  these  quarries  a  kind  of  square  pit  was  opened,  within  which 
were  deposited,  a  quantity  of  stags^  horns,  cut.  into  lengths  of  three 
or  four  inches,  and  resting  amongst  a  deep -coloured  substance,  much 
resembling  animal  matter. — Genfs.  Mag. 

March. — Mr.  Smelt,  one  of  the  engineers  belonging  to  the  board 
of  ordnance,  arrived  at  North  Shields,  to  erect  additional  batteries  at 
Tynemouth  castle  and  the  Spanish  works,  as  also  to  build  barracks 
for  1,000  men,  to  be  a  more  effectual  security  to  the  harbour.  Ad- 
vertisements were  posted  in  Newcastle  and  Shields,  giving  notice, 
that  all  persons  desirous  of  contracting  for  wood,  stone,  lime,  &c., 
towards  erecting  the  intended  barracks  and  redoubts  at  Tynemouth, 
would  give  in  their  proposals  immediately. — Local  Bee. 

April  11. — Susannah  Fleming,  stood  in  the  pillory  at  the  White 
cross,  Newcastle,  one  hour,  pursuant  to  her  sentence,  for  the  first  time, 
(being  to  stand  once  a-quarter,  for  a  year,)  for  fortune  telling. 
Though  not  molested  by  the  populace,  she  was  nearly  strangled  before 
the  time  was  expired,  occasioned  either  by  her  fainting  and  shrinking 
down,  or  from  having  too  much  about  her  neck,  and  being  thereby 
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straightened  ia  the  hole.  A  sailor,  out  of  charity,  brought  her  down 
the  ladder  upon  his  back,  in  a  nearly  dying  state. — Newc.  Gea.  Mag. 
1758  (Apiil  26). — Being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  it  was  observed  in  Newcastle  with 
great  tokens  of  joy.  In  the  afternoon  the  independent  gentlemen 
volunteers,  in  order  to  celebrate  the  day  with  the  greatest  respect, 
mustered  on  the  Forth  green  in  their  uniforms  and  accoutrements, 
and  went  through  the  Prussian  exercise  with  great  exactness,  making 
three  extraordinary  good  firea,  in  the  presence  of  a  prodigious  con- 
course of  spectators,  who  expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction.  They 
made  a  fine  appearance  in  their  new  uniforms,  and  adjourned,  after 
firii^,  to  the  Forth  tavern,  where  several  loyal  and  national  healths 
were  drunk,  particularly  the  king,  the  prince  of  wales,  (George  III.) 
the  duke,  aud  the  rest  of  the  royal  family,  the  king  of  Prussia,  &c., 
&c.,  and  the  evening  was  concluded  with  great  cheerfulness  and  socia- 
bility. The  day  was  celebrated  in  a  similar  manner  at  North 
Shields,  by  the  Tyuemouthshire  voluntt^re. — Ibid. 


May  22. — The  following  curious  notice  circulated  at  the  time, 
shews  the  then  sports  at  S^valwell  hopping. — "  On  this  day,  the  annual 
diversions  at  Swalweli,  near  Newcastle,  will  take  place,  which  will 
consist  of  dancing  for  ribbons,  grinning  for  tobacco,  women  running 
for  smocks,  ass  races,  foot  courses  by  men,  with  an  odd  whim  of  a 
man  eating  a  cock  alive,  feathers,  entrails,"  &c. — Local  Eec. 

July  20. — Upwards  of  2,000  salmon  were  taken  in  the  river  Tjne, 
and,  being  brought  to  Newcastle  market,  were  sold  at  one  penny  and 
three-halfpence  per  yound. —Zocal  Papers. 

July  2-t. — William  Wilkinson,  esq.,  of  Newcastle,  high  sheriff  for 
Northumberland,  in  his  procession  from  the  Moot  hall  to  meet  the 
judges  of  assize  on  their  way  to  that  town,  was  accompanied  by  the 
principal  fr'.'ntlcmen  in  the  town  and  connty.     The  gentlemen  of  the 
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hunting  citib,  of  which  the  eherilT  was  a  member,  also  complimented 
him  on  this  occasion,  not  only  with  their  company,  but  as  a  token  of 
further  reapect,  provided  new  dresses,  (blue— trimmed,  laced  hate, 
&c.)  to  appear  in,  taking  the  rear  of  the  procession,  two  and  two 
abreast. — Netec.  Qen.  Mag. 

1758  (July  26). — Died,  Mr.  John  Stodort,  many  years  a  writing- 
master,  in  Newcastle,  the  first  person  wfio  taught  the  art  to  great 
perfection  in  that  town,  and  whose  very  extraordinary  execution 
stimulated  many  others  to  imitate  him— Zoca^  Papen. 

August  7. — Alice  Williamson,  was  executed  on  the  town-moor, 
Newcastle,  for  a  burglary.  She  acknowledged  the  justice  of  her  sen- 
tence and  died  penitent. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

August  1». — Races,  to  be  continued  annually,  were  commenced  at 
Prestwick,  near  Newcastle.  Eight  men  started  and  ran  four  heats 
through  the  Car,  to  the  great  surprise  and  diversion  of  a  large  com- 
pany assembled  to  witness  this  novel  entertMnment.  There  were 
several  foot  races  upon  the  land,  and  the  whole  concluded  with  a  ball. 
— Local  Papers. 

September  15. — While  two  sergeants  and  a  corporal  were  employ- 
ed in  making  up  cartridges  in  the  town-haJl,  at  Morpeth,  some  of  the 
powder  ignited  by  accident,  and  above  a  thousand  cartridges  exploded. 
The  three  men  were  terribly  burnt ;  the  lifo  of  one  of  the  sergeants 
was  despaired  of.  The  windows  of  the  building  were  much  shattered, 
and  the  consequences  would  have  been  still  more  dreadful,  had  not 
three  thousand  cartridges,  and  two  sacks  of  gunpowder,  which  were 
uiM>n  the  table,  providentially  escaped. — GmCs.  Mag. 
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1758  (Sep.  20). — The  pot  house  at  the  Skinnere^-bum,  Newcastle, 
was  biimt  down,  and  but  for  the  timely  assistance  of  the  glass- 
makers,  most  of  the  adjacent  buildings  would  have  been  consumed. — 
Local  Papers, 

September  21 . — A  sheep  broke  from  a  butcher  who  had  a  drove  in 
the  Close,  Newcastle,  and  being  chased  by  his  dog  down  a  lane,  where 
two  dyers  named  Glowneyand  Porteus,  were  washing  cloth  in  the 
Tyne,  it  leaped  off  the  quay,  and  threw  the  men  from  their  stands  into 
the  river,  and  the  tide  going  very  strong,  they  were  both  drowned. — 
Ibid. 

September  30. — ^At  Snitter,  near  Bothbury,  Northumberland,  a 
boar  seized  a  man,  named  David  Hall,  and  before  any  assistance 
came  to  him,  the  boar  tore  out  his  entrails  at  both  his  sides,  and  he 
expired  the  next  day. — Ibid. 

October  8. — A  French  privateer  of  6  guns,  took  a  brig  off  Tyne- 
mouth,  in  ballast,  belonging  to  Mr.  Thos.  Brown  of  London ;  like- 
wise a  sloop  belonging  to  Mr.  Harrison  of  Sunderland  ;  but  soon 
afterwards^  the  brig's  men  arose  upon  the  French,  four  in  number, 
threw  one  of  them  over  board,  made  the  rest  prisoners,  and  ran  the 
brig  into  Blyth.  For  this  act  they  received  a  handsome  contribution 
niade  at  the  exchange,  Newcastle. — Netoc.  Gen.  Mag. 

October  15. — A  very  large  tree,  intended  for  Mr.  Blacketfs  col- 
liery at  Heworth,  was  drawn  through  Newcastle  by  17  horses;  it 
measured  161  feet,  and  was  brought  from  Walton  park  in  Cumber- 
land.— Local  Papers. 

November  26. — This  night  a  surprising  large  meteor  was  seen  at 
Newcastle,  about  9  o'*clock,  which  passed  a  little  westward  of  the  town, 
directly  north,  and  illuminated  the  atmosphere  to  that  degree,  for 
near  a  minute,  that,  though  it  was  dark  before,  a  pin  might  have  been 
picked  up  in  the  streets.  Its  velocity  was  inconceivably  great,  and  it 
seemed  near  the  size  of  a  man'^s  head.  It  had  a  tail  of  between  two 
and  three  yards  long,  and  as  it  passed,  some  said  they  saw  sparks  of 
fire  fall  from  it,  it  was  low  in  the  atmosphere.  It  passed  near  Edin- 
burgh about  the  same  time,  and  had  the  like  appearance  and  moved 
in  the  same  direction. — Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

November. — As  William  Fenwick,  esq.,  of  Bywell,  was  hunting,  a 
fox  was  started  which  the  hounds  pursued  upwards  of  twenty  miles, 
when  being  hard  pinched,  and  the  hounds  in  full  view,  reynard  took 
into  a  drift  that  led  into  an  old  coal  pit ;  four  couple  of  the  dogs 
pursued  him  close  up  the  drift,  when  they  all  fell  down  the  pit  and 
were  drowned. — Local  Papers. 

December  3. — Sunday,  about  9  o'^dock  at  night,  a  remarkable 
meteor  of  a  conic  form,  was  observed  to  pass  near  Edinbuigh  with 
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great  veloeity ;  it  was  amazingly  luminous  inBomuch  that  for  five  or 
six  seconds,  the  inhabitants  oould  see  the  most  minute  things  in  the 
streets.  About  the  same  time,  like  meteors  were  seen  at  Newcastle, 
at  Dublin,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liverpool,  and  in  Chelsea  fields ; 
but  could  not  be  one  and  the  same  from  their  different  directions. — 
Greats.  Mctg. 

1758. — Pottergate  street  chapel  (Scotch),  Alnwick,  founded.'  The 
register  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1760  to  1785,  and  680 
entries  from  1785  to  1836. — Bep,  of  Pari.  Com. 

1759  (Jan.  7). — Sunday,  in  the  forenoon,  a  fire  broke  out  at  the 
mansion-house,  at  Gloster-hill,  near  Warkworih,  while  the  family 
were  at  church,  which  entirely  consumed  the  same.  A  servant  girl, 
in  attempting  to  get  out  some  of  the  goods,  perished  in  the  flames. 
—GiUespifs  Col. 

January. — The  dock  at  Howdon  pans,  on  the  Tyiie,  was  completed, 
and  capable  of  receiving  the  largest  vessels. — Ibid. 

February  10. — The  long  prevalence  of  high  winds  and  fair  weather, 
previous  to  this  date  was  most  remarkable  ;  and,  what  was  surprising, 
several  trees  near  Newcastle,  were  almost  full  blown,  one  in  particular 
had  blossoms  upon  it,  and  butterflies  in  vigour  were  caught  flying  in 
the  streets. — Ibid. 

March  30. — A  press  gang  went  to  Swalwell  in  quest  of  men  to 
serve  in  the  navy,  but  came  off  with  a  severe  drubbing ;  and  the  next 
night,  upon  the  like  occasion,  a  scuffle  happened,  in  which  Mr.  Bell, 
one  of  the  chief  inhabitants  there,  was  killed,  and  some  others  on  both 
sides  dangerously  wounded.  The  person  who  killed  Mr.  Bell,  made 
his  escape.  April  7th,  Mrs.  Bell,  widow  of  the  deceased,  offered  by 
advertisement,  a  reward  of  ^20.  for  the  apprehension  of  William 
Moi&t,  of  Swalwell,  barber,  who  murdered  her  late  husband,  by  giving 
him  five  stabs  with  a  sword  in  different  parts  of  his  body.  April  28, 
Moflat  was  apprehended  at  Whitehaven,  and  committed  to  Carlisle 
gaol.  Capt.  Death,  alias  Osbom,  well  known  for  his  performances 
in  singing  the  cfelebrated  and  memorable  ditty  relating  to  the  captain 
of  the  Terrible  privateer,  his  late  master,  is  said  to  have  given  infor- 
mation respecting  him,  after  he  had  got  on  board  a  vessel  for  Dublin. 
May  7th, — Mo&t  was  committed  to  Durham  gaol,  and  at  the  assizes 
in  August,  1759,  was  acquitted. — Hid. 

April  17. — Tuesday,  a  melancholy  accident  happened  in  the  house 
of  Shafto  Brown,  a  mason  in  Durham,  where  four  children  being  left 
in  a  room,  set  it  on  fire  by  pulling  it  out  of  the  grate,  and  were  there- 
by suffocated ;  by  a  timely  discovery  no  further  damage  was  sustained. 
—Ibid. 

April. — Died,  an  ingenious  mathematician,  Mr.   William   Pryor, 
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aasay-maBter  of  the  plate-office,  in  NowcastJe,  and  for  the  oouuties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham,  eminent  for  making  musical  instru- 
ments and  toys.  His  eon,  Matthew  Pryor,  eucoeeded  him  aa  assay- 
master, — Local  Papers. 

1759  (May  14), — Monday,  about  tliirty  impressed  men  on  board  a 
tender  at  Sunderland,  forcibly  mode  their  escape.  The  bravery  of 
their  leader  was  remarkable.  Being  hoisted  on  deck  by  his  followers, 
be  wrested  the  halbert  from  the  sentinel  on  duty,  and  with  one  hand 
defended  himself,  while  with  the  other  he  let  down  a  ladder  into  the 
hold  for  the  rest  to  come  up,  which  they  did  and  overpowered  the 
crew, — Genfi.  Mag. 

June  2. — The  ro}ral  assent  wa«  given  by  commission  to  an  act  for  ' 
the  better  unprovement  of  the  river,  port,  and  haven  of  Sunderimd. 
-~Uid. 

June  17. — On  the  arrival  of  the  a^;reeable 
and  welcome  news  at  Newcastle,  of  the  re- 
duction of  Guadaloupe,  on  the  21st  of  the 
preceding  April,  the  bells  were  immediately 
rung,  and  the  day  was  concluded  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy.  The  news  was  particu- 
larly pleasing  at  Newcastle,  as  the  brave  col- 
onel Clavering,  who  brought  home  the  dis- 
patches, was  of  that  neighbourhood,  and 
whoso  relations  were  compUmented  on  this 
aooount.  The  colonel  had  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  on  the  occasion. — Local  Papers. 

June  25. — About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Jeremiah  Bell,  of  the 
grenadier  company,  in  Colonel  La  Fausille's  66th  regiment  of  foot, 
quartered  in  Sunderland,  was  shot  for  repeated  desertion.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  very  much  disturbed,  till  he  prevailed  with  his  mother 
to  confess  in  private  (to  the  clergyman  who  attended  him)  something 
which  seemed  to  lie  heavy  on  his  conscience,  after  which  he  suffered 
composedly.  Bell  was  only  22  years  of  age,  and  bom  at  Bassen- 
thwaite,  in  Cumberland. — Local  Bee. 

June  26. — Wednesday,  early  in  the  morning,  Jennison  Shafto,  esq., 
started  against  time,  to  ride  fifty  miles  in  two  hours ;  in  the  course 
of  which  he  used  ten  horses  and  accomplished  it  in  two  seconds  under 
eleven  minutes  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  articles,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  present. — Geafs.  Mag. 

July  13. — The  corporation  of  Durham  unamiously  voted  the  free- 
dom of  that  city  to  the  right  hon.  Richard,  earl  of  Scarborough,  the 
hon,  and  right  rev.  the  lord  bishop  of  Durham,  and  the  hon.  James 
Lumley,  on  account  of  their  signal  services  in  promoting  the  navigar 
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tion  of  the  river  Wear,  and  their  especial  regard  for  the  interestd  of 
that  city. — Surtees. 

1759  (July  27). -The  right  hon.  Lord  Warkworth,  and  hi«  brother, 
sons  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  arrived  at  Alnwick  castle,  where 
the  earl  and  countess  were  then  residing.  This  being  the  first  time  that 
these  illustrious  young  persons  had  paid  a  visit  to  Northumberland, 
they  were  received  with  great  joy  by  the  inhabitants  of  Alnwick.  In 
the  evening  there  were  ringing  of  bells,  discharges  of  small  cannon, 
and  a  grand  display  of  fire-works  in  the  street  before  the  castle — 
Local  Papers, 

July. — At  this  time  there  was  living  at  Guizance,  near  Warkworth, 
a  woman,  named  Mary  Bullock,  in  the  104th  year  of  her  age,  and 
what  was  very  remarkable,  she  had  not  long  before  got  a  new  set  of 
teeth.  She  enjoyed  a  strong  memory,  was  in  great  vigour,  and  had 
several  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  upwards  of  80  years  of  a^e. 
—Ibid. 

August  2. — Thursday,  two  girls  on  their  way  from  Monkton  to 
Newcastle,  on  horseback,  with  milk,  were  struck  by  lightning,  one  of 
them  died  immediately,  the  other  was  much  burnt,  and  both  horses  a 
little  scorched. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

August  11. — About  three  o'^dock  in  the  morning,  arrived  in  New- 
castle, the  agreeable  news  of  the  victory  gained  on  the  first,  by  Prince 
Ferdinand,  over  the  French,  near  Minden,  at  which  early  hour,  the 
bells  were  rung,  some  houses  were  illuminated,  and  bonefires  made  in 
the  streets ;  before  eight  o^clock,  the  joy  was  universal  throughout 
the  town. — Ibid. 

August  1 2. — Sunday  morning  as  a  boy  was  bringing  a  horse  from 
grass  to  Newcastle,  he  incautiously  put  the  end  of  the  halter  round 
his  neck,  and  the  horse  taking  fright,  threw  him,  and  dragged  him  so 
as  to  seperate  his  head  from  his  body,  in  which  state  he  was  found. — 
Ibid. 

August  13. — Died  at  Stockton,  Mr.  Martin  Bryson,  who  for  many 
years  kept  a  bookseller^s  shop  on  Tyne  Bridge,  Newcastle.  The  late 
Mr.  William  Ghamley,  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Bryson, 
'^  whose  integrity,  benevolence,  and  amiable  disposition,  rendered  him 
a  credit  to  trade,  a  blessing  to  society,  and  dear  to  all  his  friends.  '*^ 
Mr.  Bryson  was  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Allan  Bamsay,  the  celebrated  Scots  poet,  one  of  whose  letters  to 
Mr.  Biyson,  it  is  said,  was  addressed  as  follows : — 

"  To  Mr.  Bryson  on  Tyne  Brigg, 
An  upright,  downright,  honest  Whig." — Local  Rec, 

Aug.  27. — Monday,  the  fishermen  of  Newbigging-by-the-sea,  drove 
on  shore  there  a  fish  twenty-one  feet  long,  and  its  circumference 
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round  the  shoulderB,  nine  feet,  the  head  resembling  that  of  a  grampus, 
but  more  depressed  with  a  fistula  in  the  middle  ;  the  structure  of  the 
gills  remarkable,  the  formina  being  three  on  each  side  in  semicircular 
direction ;  these  were  defended  by  three  rows  of  a  bony  lamina,  and 
the  whole  convex  part  of  the  lamellae,  beset  with  strong  black  hair,  or 
substance  like  whale-bone,  but  no  thicker  than  coarse  fringe  about 
three  inches  deep,  which  decreased  gradually  as  they  approached  the 
extremities ;  the  convex  side  of  each  lamina  fitted  the  concave  side  of 
the  next  superior  one,  and  all  coimected  by  a  strong  membrane  :  the 
eye  small  for  the  size  of  the  fish,  and  covered  with  a  skin,  which  con- 
cealed all  the  eye  but  the  iris,  which  was  of  a  dark  blue  ;  the  tongue 
large  and  flat,  of  a  vivid  colour ;  the  mouth  not  armed  with  teeth, 
the  skin  of  the  whole  body  rough,  the  fins  cartilaginous,  and  the  tail 
bifid,  the  liver  large,  and  the  stomach  of  a  remarkable  size,  which, 
when  dilated,  might  contain  full  ten  gallons,  and  was  full  of  fine  sea- 
weed, and  sand :  the  intestines  of  an  uncommon  form ;  the  great  gut 
resembled  the  form  of  a  human  leg,  though  much  larger ;  and  from 
the  projection  which  represented  the  calf  or  ball  of  the  leg,  was  a 
vessel  which  communicated  with  the  stomach.  When  the  head  was 
anatomized,  appeared  a  pipe  or  tube  of  a  fine  gristle,  which  extended 
from  the  fistula  to  the  end  of  the  nostril,  and  along  the  top  of  which 
ran  a  vessel  that  communicated  with  the  brain :  the  head  was  com- 
posed of  a  sort  of  porous  bone ;  and  by  the  trunk  was  collected  the 
water,  which  it  also  conveyed  to  the  fistula ;  the  vertebrsB  waa  some- 
thing like  that  of  a  shark ;  the  cartilage  between  the  bodies  of  each 
adjoining  vertebrae  was  very  thick,  and  the  suirounding  ligaments 
strong  in  proportion  (which  made  the  space  of  one  fourth  of  an  inch) 
from  the  anus  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  the  fleshy  part  of  the  fish 
for  two  inches  deep  was  exactly  like  beef,  all  the  rest  of  the  body 
resembled  the  flesh  of  turbot. — GiUespj/^s  Col, 

September  9. — The  news  of  Admiral  Boscawen^s  having  defeated 
the  French  fleet,  on  the  18th  of  August,  near  Gibraltar,  arrived  in 
Newcastle  by  express,  on  which  occasion  the  bells  were  rung,  and 
every  possible  demonstration  of  joy  was  exhibited  by  the  inhabitants. 
— Local  Pcipers. 

September  11. — The  account  of  the  surrender  of  Niagara  and 
Ticonderago,  in  America,  on  the  24th  of  July,  to  the  British  arms, 
under  the  command  of  major-general  Amherst,  arriving  in  Newcastle, 
the  bells  were  rung  till  a  late  hour  at  night,  several  houses  were 
illuminated,  and  a  general  joy  was  diffused  through  the  whole  town. 
—lUd. 

September  20. — As  Mr.  Guthbert  Lambert,  son  of  an  eminent 
physician,  residing  in  Pilgrim  street,   Newcastle,  was  riding  along 
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Sandyford-stone-Iane,  fais  mare  took  fright  and  ran  off  with  him, 
at  full  speed,  towards  the  bridge,  across  which  he  endeavoured  to 
turn  her,  but  not  succeeding,  the  animal  leaped  over  the  battle- 
ment, and  fell  about  forty-five  feet  to  the  bed  of  the  bum  below, 
where  she  stretched  herself  out,  and  died  almost  immediately.  Mr. 
Lambert  escaped  with  his  life,  but,  having  kept  his  seat  to  the 
bottom,  received  so  violent  a  shock,  that  he  was  some  time  indis- 
posed. On  examining  the  body  of  the  mare,  all  the  joints  of  her 
back  were  found  displaced  by  the  fall.  ^'  Lambert'^s  Leap  "^  is  cut 
upon  the  coping  stone  of  the  battlement. — Local  Papers. 

1759  (Sep.  21). — Died,  deservedly  lamented,  lady  Blackett,  consort 
of  sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  M.  P.,  for  Newcastle.  The  loss  of  this 
most  benevolent  lady,  was  severely  felt  by  the  necessitous  poor,  of 
her  own  sex,  for  she  was  almost  unceasingly  engaged  in  relieving  the 
distresses  of  those  around  her,  whilst  her  servants  and  others  were 
actively  employed  in  seeking  real  and  deserving  objects  for  her 
charity ;  while  she  was  revered  by  these,  she  was  not  less  esteemed 
and  beloved  by  all  of  every  degree  and  station  who  had  the  happiness 
of  her  acquaintance,  for  her  friendship  was  sincere,  steady,  and  in- 
violable, as  her  charity  was  constant,  extensive,  and  bountiful.  On 
the  27th  her  remains  were  deposited  in  the  family  vault,  in  St.  Nicho- 
las^ church,  in  Newcastle,  the  pall  being  borne  by  the  earl  of  North- 
umberland, lord  Bavensworth,  sir  John  Swinburne,  sir  Thomas 
Glavering,  sir  Henry  Grey,  and  sir  Matthew  White,  barts.,  Gteorge 
Bowes,  George  Delaval,  William  Fenwick,  William  Oarr,  of  EtaJ, 
Lancelot  Allgood,  and  William  Ord,  esqrs. — Ibid. 

October  5. — All  the  officers  of  the  Northumberland  militia  dined 
at  Alnwick  castle,  with  the  earl  and  countess  of  Northumberland. 
The  company  assembled  at  the  post-office,  from  whence  they  marched 
through  the  streets  in  their  uniforms  to  the  gates  of  the  castle,  where 
they  were  met  and  saluted  by  the  earl  and  lord  Warkworth,  and 
thence  conducted  into  the  castle,  being  complimented  on  their  arrival 
by  a  discharge  of  cannon.  The  dinner  was  most  magnificent,  and  the 
toasts,  which  were  of  the  most  loyal  description,  were  accompanied  by 
discharges  of  cannon.  A  few  days  after,  the  clothing  for  the  men 
arrived.  The  uniform  was  red,  faced  with  buff,  as  at  present. — Netoc. 
Cimrani. 

October  21. — The  important  and  glorious  news  of  the  surrender 
of  Quebec,  in  America,  to  the  British  arms,  on  the  18th  of  the  pre- 
ceding month,  arrived  in  Newcastle,  on  which  occasion  the  bells  were 
immediately  rung,  but  the  general  rejoicing  was  postponed  until  the 
next  day  (Monday),  being  the  anniversary  of  his  majesty's  coronation. 
The  gentlemen  volunteers  fired  several  excellent  vollies  in  the  morning 


S4  LOCAL   HISTORIAN^S  [a.  D.  1759 

and  at  noon  the  two  battalions  of  Yorkshire  militia  went  through 
the  same  ceremony,  the  bells  were  rung  throughout  the  day,  and  at 
night  the  houses  were  most  brilliantly  illuminated.  At  all  the  adjacent 
towns  there  were  great  rejoicings  on  account  of  the  success  of  the 
British  arms.  These  rejoicing  were  not  unmixed  with  sorrow  for  the 
loss  of  the  brave  General  Wolfe,  who  was  killed  whilst  gallantly 
heading  his  grenadiers  on  the  heights  of  Abraham,  wefitward  of 
Quebec,  five  days  previous  to  the  surrender  of  that  place.  He  was 
first  wounded  in  the  wrist,  then  in  the  belly^  but  stiU  pushing  on  he 
was  mortally  wounded  in  the  breast.  In  his  dying  moments  he  desired 
to  know  how  the  day  went,  and  being  told  that  the  French  were 
running,  he  replied,  "  God  be  praised — I  die  in  peace.^  This  gallant 
general  was  only  34  years  of  age.  The  French  General  Montcalm,  and 
the  two  French  officers,  next  in  command,  were  mortally  wounded.* 
— Local  Papers. 

1759  (Oct.  30)  .-A- fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  stables  belonging  to 
the  Bird-in-bush  inn,  in  Pilgrim-street,  Newcastle,  which  burnt  with 
great  violence  for  some  time ;  but,  by  the  vigilance  and  care  of  the 
the  right  worshipful  Matthew  Ridley,  esq.,  mayor,  the  rest  of  the 
magistrates  there  present,  with  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Yorkshire  militia,  who  attended 
with  their  corps,  it  was  happily  extinguished  about  eleven  o''clock. — 
Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

October. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  stack-garth  at  Grindon,  near 
Berwick,  which,  in  a  short  time,  consumed  thirty  stacks  of  com  and 
hay,  together  with  all  the  bams,  granaries,  and  other  out-houses. 
The  loss  was  computed  at  <£^3,000. — Local  Papers. 

November  10. — The  corporation  of  Newcastle  resolved  to  appoint 
a  certain  number  of  firemen,  to  be  ready  on  all  occasions  to  aid  and 
assist  in  extinguishing  any  fires  that  might  thereafter  happen  in  that 
toym.—Newc.  Gen.  Mag. 

December  1. — Saturday  night,  the  stock  in  a  stack-yard  belonging 
to  Mr.  Ralph  Fenwick,  at  Ulgham  grange,  near  Morpeth,  was  en- 
tirely consumed  by  fire.  It  consisted  of  nineteen  stacks  of  com,  and 
near  250  tons  of  hay.  From  various  circumstances  it  was  believed  to 
have  been  the  act  of  an  incendiary. — GiUespffs  CoL 

This  year,  a  very  fine  organ  was  erected  in  Stockton  church. — Ibid. 

*  Died,  at  the  village  of  Ford,  in  Northumberiand,  August  the  7tb,  1807,  aged  86 
years,  Mr.  Robert  Sanderson,  who  served  as  an  orderly  sergeant  to  General  Wolfe,  at 
the  memorable  attack  on  Quebec,  and  is  the  person  represented  in  the  engraving  of  the 
death  of  that  hero,  as  supporting  the  British  general  af^er  he  had  received  his  fatal  wound. 
He  often  hoatied  that  he  was  the  person  who  shot  General  Montcalm,  the  French  com- 
mander of  that  place. 
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1759. — An  act  of  parliament  was  passed  for  rendering  the  rivor 
Wear  navigable  up  to  Durham,  but  the  commiBsionere  never  qualified 
to  put  the  act  in  force.  A  plan  to  render  the  river  navigable  to 
Durham  had  been  proposed  in  1720,  and  in  1796,  Mr.  Robert  Dodd. 
and  afterwards  Mr.  Whitworth,  surveyed  the  river,  with  a  view  of 
joining  the  Tyne  and  Wear,  by  a  cut  through  the  vale  of  Team,  to 
the  Wear,  near  Picktree,  and  thence  to  the  city  of  Durham.  KstJ- 
mate,  ^51,941.  178.  6d.  Dodd  ;  .f  54.,778.  Whitworth.— iSf»rt«». 


THFRLWALL  CAdTLI. 


Thia  year  there  was  discovered,  on  removing  the  rubbish  from  the  in- 
side of  Thirlwall  castle,  Northumberland,  just  within  a  piece  of  an  iron 
gate  which  then  existed,  the  flooring  of  a  room,  conustiug  of  three 
courses  of  flags,  one  above  another,  a  stratum  of  sand  lying  between  each. 
This  castle  stands  near  the  borders  of  Cumberland,  on  the  edge  of  a 
rock,  west  of,  and  overlooking  the  small  river  Tipalt;  it  is  built  upon 
arches,  its  walls  are  in  some  places  above  eight,  and  in  others  nine 
feet  thick,  and  seem  solely  calculated  for  the  purposes  of  defence ; 
the  smallnees  of  the  windows  rendering  it  too  dark  for  the  comfort- 
able residence  of  a  family.     The  west  end  was  demolished  previous 
to  1784,  for  the  sake  of  the  stones,  with  which 
the    neighbouring    cottages    have    been    coa- 
stmeted.*     The  cut  in  the  margin  represents 
"a  most  barbarous  gigantic  head,   of  stone,"  \ 

which  in  1779,  Brand  saw  "built  up  near  the  \ 

inn  at  Crlenwhelt."     "  It  came  from  Thirlwall  } 

castle,  and  has,  no  doubt,  belonged  to  some  of 
those  hideous  figures,  made  use  of  anciently  in  | 

■udi  castles,  to  frighten  the  distant  enemy." 
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1760  (Jan.  6). — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  malting,  at  the  head  of 
Homsby's  chare,  adjoining  the  Butcher  bank,  Newcastle,  and  burnt 
with  great  violence  for  near  five  hours ;  it  consumed  a  malting  and 
two  dwelling  houses ;  it  was  occasioned  by  a  person  going  with  an 
uncovered  candle  among  some  of  the  flax  saved  from  the  ship  Nep- 
tune, of  that  place,  which  was  wrecked  in  Burlington  Bay,  on  the 
12th  of  December,  1759. — Gillespys  CoL 

January  13. — Sunday  evening  a  skuller,  with  twelve  people  in  it, 
in  crossing  the  river  at  Shields,,  struck  upon  a  hauser  and  upset,  by 
which  eight  persons  perished,  and  another  of  those  that  were  got  out 
of  the  water,  did  not  long  survive. — Ibid. 

January  24. — About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  in  the  glass-house,  at  the  west  end  of  the  Close,  Newcastle, 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Williams,  and  Co.,  but,  with  timely  assistance, 
it  was  got  under. — Local  Papers. 

January. — Died  at  Whitburn,  near  Sunderland,  Mrs.  Mary  Bain- 
bridge,  aged  101  years.  She  had  enjoyed  perfect  health  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  was  out  on  a  visit  the  day  before  her  death. — Ibid. 

January. — At  Durham,  about  the  dose  of  the  month,  Lieut. 
Morson,  of  the  royal  volunteers,  light  infantry,  after  a  march  of  170 
miles,  undertook  for  a  considerable  wager,  to  walk  70  more  in  18 
hours,  which  he  accomplished  in  sixteen. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

January  31. — ^A  tender  sailed  from  Shields  with  60  impressed  men 
on  boM^,  who,  as  soon  as  the  vessel  had  got  out  to  sea,  found  means 
to  release  themselves,  and  taking  possession  of  the  vessel  carried  her 
into  Scarborough  and  made  their  escape. — Local  Papers. 

The  beginning  of  this  year,  at  a  sale  of  furniture,  at  Winlaton, 
near  Newcastle,  a  woman  bought  a  very  lai^  old  bereau  for  4s.  6d., 
being  considered  nothing  better  than  lumber.  After  the  sale,  she, 
with  some  difficulty,  prevailed  on  a  nailor,  her  neighbour,  to  assist 
her  in  removing  it ;  he,  in  forcing  it  open  by  the  middle,  discovered 
some  papers  and  loose  gold ;  told  her  of  it,  and  made  it  fast  again ; 
got  more  help,  and  took  it  away  whole.  In  getting  it  out,  one  of  the 
papers  fell,  and  the  gold  jingling,  was  taken  notice  of  by  one  of  the 
assistants,  but  the  nailor  saying  it  was  only  a  bag  with  a  few  nails  he 
had  put  out  of  his  pocket,  he  was  believed.  After  getting  it  home, 
and  dismissing  the  assistants,  the  purchaser  and  her  friend,  the  nailor, 
went  to  work,  and  took  it  to  pieces,  and  were  paid  for  their  trouble 
vnth  several  purses  and  papers  of  gold  to  a  considerable  amount.  She 
gave  the  nailor  five  papers  untold,  which  enabled  him  to  pay  his 
debts,  and  purchase  a  house  and  shop  to  work  in,  which  amounted  to 
upwards  of  <f  200.,  and  was  told  by  the  woman  to  apply  to  her  if  he 
wanted  more ;  but  he  was  satisfied  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  particular 
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piece  of  proyidence,  being  deep  in  debt  and  out  of  credit,  with  a  sick 
wife  and  a  small  family.  It  was  remarkable  that  this  old  piece  of 
furniture  was  recollected  to  have  passed  through  several  sales  during 
the  preceding  forty  years ;  that  none  of  the  gold  was  of  a  later  coin- 
age than  James  II.,  and  that  it  was  in  the  possession  of  an  opulent 
family,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle  in  the  year  1715. — Loccil 
Papers, 

About  this  period,  the  exterior  walls  of  the  strong  and  stately 
tower  of  Hepple,  Northumberland,  were  stiU  standing,  tolerably  entire, 
and  which  had  probably  been  the  manor-house  of  the  proprietors  of 
Hepple ;  as  it  is  said  the  court-leet  of  the  lordship  was  held  here  in 
former  times,  until  the  castle,  being  ruined  by  the  Scots,  was  totally 
abandoned  by  the  k)rd,  who  removed  his  court  to  Great  Tosson,  where 
the  tenants  of  Hepple  and  the  demesne  annually  convene  to  this  day. 
In  erecting  a  few  farmsteads  some  years  ago,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
demolisk  the  remaining  fragments  of  this  strong  tower.  But  the 
scheme,  after  repeated  trials,  was  relinquished  by  the  workmen,  who 
found  it  easier  to  cut  stones  from  the  hardest  quarry  than  to  seperate 
these  from  the  cement.  This  castle  was  probably  the  first  of  the 
chain  of  forts  which  extended  from  thence  to  Warkworth,  and  which 
waa  intended  to  form  a  barrier  against  the  incessant  and  destructive 
incursions  of  the  warlike  borderers. — Mackenzie's  Northd.     (1824.) 

1760  This  year  also,  were  removed  the  remains  of  a  chapel  which 
stood  upon  a  fine  summit,  called  the  Kirk-hilly  about  half  a  mile  west 
of  Hepple,  said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  moss-troopers ;  the 
materials  of  which  were  applied  to  the  purpose  of  building  a  farm- 
stead, erected  near  the  sacred  spot.  Until  this  time,  the  chapel  was 
occasionally  used  as  a  place  of  sepulture  by  five  of  the  adjoining 
villages,  particularly  for  strangers  and  iMichrigtened  children.  When 
its  remains  were  finally  erased  in  the  year  above  mentioned,  the  font 
and  its  pedestal  were  in  good  preservation;  and  many  mutilated 
monuments  were  found  both  within  and  without  the  waUs  of  the 
building.  About  one  hundred  paces  west  of  its  site  are  the  traces 
of  several  buildings,  where  Old  Hepple  formerly  stood.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  destroyed  during  the  border  wars. — lUd. 

February  25. — The  officers  of  the  Northumberland  militia  met  at 
Alnwick,  and  the  men  having  marched  in  from  different  parts  of  the 
county,  as  well  as  from  Newcastle,  they  were  embodied  and  formed 
into  companies,  and  received  their  clothing  and  accoutrements  at 
Alnwick  castle,  the  seat  of  the  right  hon.  the  earl  Northumberland, 
brigadier-general,  by  whose  order  twenty  guineas  were  distributed 
amongst  them  to  drink  his  majesty's  health.  On  the  28th,  in  the 
evening,  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  accompanied  by  his  son.  Lord 
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Warkworth.  arrived  in  Newcastle ;  the  former  being  lord-lieutenant 
of  Northnmberiand,  was  on  hia  way  to  Berwick  to  join  the  militia 
which  had  left,  Alnwick  to  be  quartered  there;  and  the  latter  to  join 
the  re^ment  of  royal  volunteers,  commanded  by  colonel  Grawfotd, 
then  quartered  in  Newcastle,  in  which  hia  lordship  bore  a  capttun^s 
commission.  Afarch  10th,  this  regiment  consisting  of  1,400  men,  was 
reviewed  by  General  Whitmore,  and  although  a  very  young  regiment, 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  general,  their  own  officers,  and  a  great 
number  of  spectators  present.  April  25th,  whilst  this  regiment  was 
filing  upon  the  town-moor,  Newcastle,  one  of  the  soldiers  had  put 
into  his  musket  a  ball,  with  the  intent  as  was  supposed  to  shoot  the 
major  of  the  re^ment,  it  luckly  missed  him,  but  wounded  his  horse  in 
the  neck,  of  which  wound  it  died, — Local  Papim. 

17(50  (Feb.). — Married  at  St,  Andrew's  church,  near  Bishop- Auck- 
land, Mr.  James  Towers,  a  gentleman  about  80  years  of  age,  to  a 
lady  of  the  same  place,  aged  about  60,  with  some  fortune.  He  was 
carried  from  Bishop  Auckland  to  St.  Andrew's  on  horseback,  having 
a  footpage  on  each  side,  and  a  fiddler  and  piper  going  before  him. — 
Gilhipy'g  Col. 

March  1.^. — A  stone  coffin  was  dug  up  by  some  workmen  in  the 
Spital  Orchanl,  in  Newcastle,  in  which  the  bones  of  a  human  skeleton. 
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though  much  decayed,  were  found.  From  the  narrowness  of  the 
ooflBn,  the  body  deposited  in  it  must  have  been  a  very  small  one, 
though  of  a  middling  length. — Local  Papers, 

1760  (March). — Early  in  this  month  a  fine  sturgeon,  about  five  feet 
long,  was  caught  in  the  river  Tyne,  near  Blaydon. — G-illespy's  Col. 

April  11. -^Friday,  at  night,  a  mob  assembled  at  Sunderland,  with 
arms,  threatening  to  burn  the  Tender,  and  murder  capt.  Dunkley, 
the  regulating  ofiicer  and  his  press 'gang.  The  crew  of  the  Tender, 
firing  in  self-defence,  shot  one  person,  a  sailor  boy,  through  the  body, 
and  wounded  two  others.  Capt.  Dunkley  was  also  severely  wounded 
in  the  back  and  head  by  the  fire  of  his  own  men.  On  the  approach 
of  the  military  the  mob  quickly  dispersed. — Allen's  Diary. 

May  29. — A  remarkably  large  salmon  was  taken  in  the  river  Tyne, 
and  sold  in  Newcastle  market  for  lis.  It  weighed  54  pounds,  was  four 
feet  four  inches  long,  and  thirty  three  inches  round. — Local  Papers. 

May. — Died  early  in  this  month,  aged  96  years,  Eleanor  Haddock, 
a  great  dealer  in  poultry,  in  the  Groat  Market,  Newcastle ;  who, 
though  bat  once  married,  was  mother,  grand-mother,  and  great  grand- 
mother to  104  children  at  the  time  of  her  death. — Gilhspy's  Col. 

June  15. — One  man  was  killed  and  another  much  scorched  by  a 
blast  of  foul  air  in  Long  Benton  colliery. — Local  Papers. 

July. — ;3uch  quantities  of  Salmon  were  taken  in  the  river  Tyne,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  that  they  were  sold  in  the  market  for 
three  farthing^s  per  pound. — lUd. 

The  grand  juries  of  Northumberland  and  Yorkshire  entered  into 
resolutions  for  the  abolition  of  vails,  at  the  assizes,  in  August,  1760. 
This  was  a  work  congenial  to  the  generous  and  independent  mind  of 
sir  Walter  Blackett,  and  he  took  a  leading  and  a  very  active  part  in 
putting  down  the  disgraceful  custom ;  for  which  he  seems  to  have 
fallen  under  the  heavy  displeasure  of  the  valets,  and  probably  also  of 
the  petty  gentry  who  made  parties  to  get  their  guests  to  pay  their 
servants^  wages.  The  following  letter,  which  was  sent  to  sir  Walter, 
in  Charles  street,  St.  Jameses  square,  London,  relates  to  this  transac-^ 
lion: — 

Febry  26th  1761. 

Sir,  I  As  your  Mos  herty  well  wishar  take  this  Liberty  to  Acquaint 
you  with  the  Dark  disine's  Laid  against  your  Honour's  Person  as  I 
Virey  Strangley  heard  of  it  by  great  Aocedent  I  think  it  my  Duty  to 
tell  you  your  Life  is  ABsalutly  agreed  upon  to  Bee  taken  away  upon 
the  Account  you  have  taken  the  Vails  from  your  Sarvants  thair  is  a 
Cartin  Earl  or  Tow  that  is  to  Share  the  same  Fate  I  find  when  a 
Convenient  OPertunity  Sarves  thair  is  Likewise  Sr  James  Lowther 
ft  G.  in  the  List  which  I  am  Much  Affraid  will  End  in  evel  Goncider 
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your  honours  Life  &  Fortunes  ia  All  at  Stake  Drop  that  wnnig  Pro- 
■ieding  &  So  Advise  you'r  Friends  I  must  Concl'd  with  Telling  you  I 
have  no  interest  in  it  my  Celfe  But  ioterle  for  your  honour  Person 
and  the  well  fare  of  the  Englush  Nation. 

I  am  with  All  Dutifull 

Bespeots  yours 

A.  TREWABTH. 
His  Majesty,  for  the  Disoovery  of  the  PerscMis  concerned  in  the 
Threats  therein  mentioned,  promises  his  most  gracious  Pardon  to  any 
one  of  them,  on  Conviction  of  his,  her,  or  their  Acoomplioe  or  Aocom- 
plioee :  And  as  a  fiirther  Encouragement  for  such  DisooTery,  Sir 
Waher  Blaokett,  Bart,  ofifers  a  Aeward  of  £100.~-ffodgBm'»  NortM. 
1760  (Sep.  5).— The  silver  medal  and  goi^ot  were  shot  for  at  Dar- 
lington, by  the  gentlemen  archers  there,  according  to  annual  custom. 
The  fonnOT  was  won  by  Mr.  Robert  Hall,  Captain,  and  the  latter  by 
Mr.  Thomaa  Watson,  Lieutenant. — Gilleepy's  Col. 

September  26. — Died.  Qe«ge  Bowes,  of 
Streatlam  and  Cribside,  esq.,  son  of  sir 
Wm.  Bowes,  knt.  M.  P.  1670.  He  repre- 
sented the  connty  of  Durham  in  the  Parlia- 
ments of  1734,  1741,  1717,  and  1754.  He 
left  an  only  daughter,  Mary  Eleanor,  mar- 
ried ta  John  earl  of  Stratlunoro,  by  vrhoni 
she  was  mother  of  the  late  and  preemit 
earls,  and  afterwards  (17th  Jan.  1777)  she 
became  the  unfortunate  wife  of  Andrew 
Robinson  Stoney,  who  assumed  the  name  of 
Bowes  in  consequence  of  his  nuuriage. — Sharp's  Knit.  o/Dw. 

Sept«nber  23. — Thunday,  was  the  most  stormy  day  remembered. 
The  sea  near  Holy  Island  ran  mountains  high,  and  Cheviot  hills 
were  covered  with  snow  to  a  very  great  depth. — Local  Papen. 

October  1. — The  Lying-in-hospital  in  Newcastle  was  firat  opened 
in  Rosemary  lane.  A  similar  charity  for  poor  lying-in-women  at 
their  own  honses,  in  NewcasUe  and  Gateshead,  was  established  the 
following  year,  A  neat  stone  building  has  reoentiy  been  erected  in 
Bridge  street,  for  the  establishment  originally  in  Boaemaiy  lane. — 
LoealSec. 

October,  24. — Wednesday,  a  fishing  boat  with  three  men  in  it, 
was  overset  at  sea,  near  Tynemouth,  by  a  large  fish  (supposed  to  be  a 
grampus)  jumping  into  one  end  of  it,  and  one  of  the  men  lost. — 
GiU«i>y'i  Col. 

November  1. — At  noon  the  right  worshipful,  Heniy  Partis,  esq., 
mayor,  and  the  magistrates  in  their  scariet  robes,  preceded  by  th» 
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town'^B  band  of  musio  and  the  regalia,  went  from  the  mansion- hoiue 
to  the  guildhall,  attended  by  the  colonels  and  officers  of  the  two  bat- 
tfJions  of  Yorkshire  militia,  then  quartered  in  Newcastle,  together 
with  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  where 
many  loyal  healths  were  drunk,  and  his  majesty  king  George  III. 
proclaimed,  amidst  the  joyful  acclamations  of  several  thousands  of 
spectators,  who  accompanied  them  to  the  Flesh-market,  and  the 
White  cross,  in  Newgate  street,  the  usual  places  of  proclamation. — 
Local  Papen. 

1760. — On  the  same  day,  his  majesty  was  proclaimed  at  Berwick, 
amidst  the  joyful  acclamations  of  a  great  concourse  of  people.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Blackett,  bart.,  colonel  of  the  Northumberland  militia,  with  the 
magistrates  and  gentlemen  of  the  town,  waited  on  the  right  worshipful 
William  Hall,  esq.,  mayor,  at  his  house,  and  marched  to  the  Gross, 
preceded  by  captain  Dixon,  with  the  company  of  grenadiers,  where 
he  joined  the  rest  of  the  re^ment.  The  proclamation  having  been 
read  at  the  various  places,  the  cannon  on  the  walls  were  fired,  and 
the  gentlemen  repaired  again  to  the  Gross,  where  they  drank  his 
majesty^s  health,  and  the  health  of  all  the  royal  family.  After  each 
health  the  Northumberland  militia  fired  a  volley,  with  three  huz2as 
from  the  assembled  multitude.  The  grenadier  company  then  marched 
back  in  the  same  order  to  the  mayor^s  house,  where  an  elegant  enter- 
tainment was  given  Jby  the  corporation  to  the  officers,  a  handsome 
present  to  the  soldiers,  and  several  hogsheads  of  strong  beer  to  .the 
populace.  At  night  the  town  was  illuminated.  The  like  was  done 
with  great  splendour  at  all  the  neighbouring  towns. — lUd, 

November  9. — Sunday,  and  four  succeeding  days,  there  was  a  con^ 
tinned  rain,  with  the  wind  E.  and  N.E.  which  raised  the  waters  in 
the  neighbouring  counties  so  much,  as  to  render  the  rivers  in  many 
places  impassable ;  at  Sunderland  bridge,  near  Durham,  the  uyoSL  for 
London  was  obliged  to  be  taken  out  of  the  carriage,  and  was  with 
difficulty  got  forward  on  horseback  on  the  followbg  day;  and  the 
mail  from  the  north  did  not  arrive  at  Newcastle  till  the  following 
Thursday  morning  at  five  o^dock. — Gineipy'a  Col. 

High  house  chapel,  (Wesleyan  methodist)  Forest-quarter,  Stan- 
hope, Duiham,  founded.  The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  245 
entries,  extending  from  1813  to  1837. — E^.  of  Pari.  Com. 

This  year,  a  large  gateway  tower  which  stood  at  the  city  end  of 
Framwellgate  bridge,  Durham,  was  taken  down  for  the  convenience 
of  carriages. — View  of  the  City  ofDwrham. 

A  part  of  the  crowded  buildings  which  stoood  on  the  north  pillars 
of  Elvet  bridge,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  were  this  year  removed.— 
Bwrket. 
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1 760. — **A  small  brass  linage  of  one  of  the 
Lares — a  ring  engraven  with  the  figure  of 
Victory  on  a  rough  cornelian,  and  a  curious 
effigy  in  relief  of  a  Roman  soldier,  on  a  white 
ragstone,  were  found  at  the  Soman  station 
of  CaerBorran,  in  Northumbertand,  this  year. 
The  figure  was  about  fourteen  inches  in 
height,  helmetted  and  clothed  in  a  pallium  or 
light  robe,  flowing  to  hie  feet,  clasped  on  hia 
breast  with  a  fibula ;  in  his  right  hand,  ar- 
med with  the  basta,  and  resting  his  left  on  a 
parma  or  shield,  supported  on  a  pedestal : 
above  his  shoulder,  the  figures  of  a  stag  seiz- 
ed by  a  lion."  Hutchinson,  who  records  the 
discovery  of  these  antiquities,  informs  us 
that  at  the  period  when  lie  visited  the  staU<Hi 
(1766)  there  were  innumerable  Boman  re- 
mains, fragments  of  inscriptions,  broken 
effigies,  millstones  and  other  things,  on  the 
walls  about  the  farm  house  near  the  station. 
Of  some  of  these,  not  previously  published,  he 
has  given  engravings  in  his  "  View  of  North- 
umberland," from  whichtwork  the  cuts  in  the 
margin  are  copied,  with  the  exception  of  the 
second  and  third  which  are  from  the  origi- 
nals in  the  colonnade  of  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety of  Newcastle.  The  uppermost,  a  largo 
flat  stone,  on  which  a  small  altar  is  cut  in 
relief,  B€r\-ed  as  the  covet  to  a  bench  at  the 
door  of  the  house.  Caervorran  is  situated 
within  the  manor  and  township  of  Blcnkin- 
sop.  Camden  says  this  station  stood  "on 
the  slope  of  a  hill,  a  little  within  the  wall, 
where  are  to  be  seen  the  foundations  of  a 
square  Koman  camp,  each  side  of  which  is 
one  hundred  and  forty  paces  long.  The 
foundations  of  buildings,  and  tracks  of  streets 
still  appear  here  very  evident  to  the  view,'' 
When  Horeley  was  here,  the  ramparts  of  the 
ditch  were  very  conspicuous.  Wallis  says 
"  the  ground  within  it  is  four  and  a  half  acres, 
as  measured  by  Mr.  Walker,  the  sun-eyor 
of  the  military  road   through   Cumberland. 
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At  the  east  end  of  it  a  human  skeleton  was  found  by  the  workmen 
employed  in  digging  up  the  /oundatione  for  making  the  road ;  the 
osseous  parts,  particularly  the  skull  and  teeth,  fresh  and  fair,  but  on 
being  exposed  to  the  air  the  whole  turned  to  duat^—SuichinKm. 
Hodgton,  Sfc. 

1760. — This  year,  as  a  mason,  named  Robinson,  was 
angling  in  the  river  Tjne,  at  Bywell,  after  a  flood,  he  took 
up  a  small  silver  cup,  of  Roman  fabric,  as  it  was  rolling 
on  the  waves,  full  of  earth,  with  this  inscription  round  £ 
the  neck,  "  J)e$ideri  vivas.'*    He  sold  it  to  Mr.  Lang-£ 
lands,  goldsmith  in  Newcastle,   for  16s.,   of  whom  it^ 
was  soon  after  claimed  by  William  Fenwiok,  esq.,  as 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Bywell.     It  was  probably  washed 
out  of  the  banks  above  Corbridge,  where  other  Roman 
vessels  of  silver  are  said  to  have  been  formerly  turned  out  by  the 
QoodB.—Wailis'B  Nortkd.,  ^c. 


L  Caetlr,  North  dubeslakd. 


This  year,  Gosforth  house,  near  Newcastle,  was  erected  from  a 
defflgn  by  Payne.  It  is  a  large  and  elegant  structure  of  white  free- 
stone, and  being  seated  on  a  rising  ground,  has  a  commanding  and 
beautiful  appearance.  The  fish  pond  is  very  capacious,  covering  up- 
wards of  fifty-three  acres.  It  is  the  resort  of  innumerable  flocks  of 
water  fowl. — Mackenzie. 

1761  (Jan.) — As  some  workmen  were  dig^ng  in  a  plantation  at 
Sltawdon,  in  Northumberland,  they  found  two  Roman  ums  containing 
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human  bones.  They  were  of  a  globular  form,  about  18  inches  in 
diameter,  and  were  made  of  a  bluish  earth.  Near  the  urns  was  also 
found  a  stone  chest  or  coffin,  and  on  digging  further,  an  entire  foun- 
dation of  a  triangular  building,  with  three  rows  of  steps,  and  also  a 
Roman  causeway. — Local  Papers. 

1761  (Feb.  17). — Tuesday  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  carver's 
house,  adjoining  Byker-staith,  Newcastle,  belonging  to  Matthew 
Ridley,  esq.,  which  entirely  consumed  the  same,  together  with  the 
smith'^s  and  waggon-wright's  shops  adjoining ;  and,  had  not  the  wind 
luckily  shifted  about,  in  all  probability  the  staith,  which  contained 
some  thousand  chaldrons  of  coals,  would  also  have  been  destroyed, 
as  the  flames  had  got  hold  of  part  of  the  staith. — GfUlegpy^a  Cd. 

February  26. — Mr.  William  Scott,  (afterwards  lord  Stowell)  son 
of  William  Scott,  esq.,  of  Newcastle,  and  who  was  educated  in  the 
royal  free  grammar  school  there,  by  the  late  rev.  Hugh  Moises,  was 
preferred  to  his  opponents,  and  unanimously  chosen  scholar  of  Corpus 
Ghristi  college,  Oxford,  for  his  great  proficiency  in  classical  learning, 
though  he  was  then  only  fifteen  years  of  age.  December  14th,  1764, 
Mr.  Scott  was  elected  fellow  of  the  university  college,  Oxford,  and  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1766,  he  took  his  degree  of  M.  A.  in  the  same  uni- 
versity. In  December,  1773,  Mr.  Scott  was  elected,  in  full  convoca- 
tion, Camden  professor  of  history  in  that  university. — Local  Jtec. 

At  the  same  time,  one  of  the  medals  given  by  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Newcastle,  to  the  two  best  classical  scholars  of  the  year,  in  the 
university  of  Cambridge,  was  adjudged  to  Mr.  Robert  Maddison,  who 
had  also  been  educated  in  the  royal  free  grammar  school,  in  Newcas- 
tle, by  the  rev.  Mr.  Moises. — Ibid. 

February  28. — Died  at  Cawsey  park, 
Northumberland,  Henry  Ogle,  esq.,  high 
sheriff  of  that  county  in  1737.  This  gen- 
tleman, built  the  school  at  Cawsey  park 
bridge,  and  by  provisions  of  his  will,  endow- 
ed it  with  about  two  acres  of  land  Ijing 
contiguous  to  it,  and  with  a  rent  charge  of 
£15.  a  year,  for  "teaching  30  children, 
boys  and  girls,^**  who  are  inhabitants  of  the 
township.  He  also  vested  ,£140.  in  the 
hands  of  the  minister  and  chapel-wardens 
of  Hebbum,  near  Morpeth,  directing  the  interest  of  it  to  be  annually 
divided  amongst  the  poor.  The  principal  of  this  sum  is  now  in  the 
Morpeth  savings  bank. — HodgsovCs  Northd. 

February. — At  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
turbance about  the  balloting  for  the  militia  took  place  in  Northum- 
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berland  and  Durham.      On  Saturday  the  2()th,  the  mob  having 
got  a  paper  printed,*  came  to  Guteshead,  in  number  about  a  thou- 
sand, and  delivered  it  among  the  deputy-lieutenants,  who  were  met  to 
baDot  for  a  few  vacancies.     The  gentlemen,  to  avoid  mischief,  agreed 
to  excuse  them  for  that  time  at  their  expence  (save  a  trifle  from  those 
on  whom  the  lots  fell),  as  only  about  a  dozen  were  wanted  in  the 
ward.    They  then  went  peaceably  home,  but  swore  they  would  stand 
to  their  proposal  as  in  their  printed  paper,  whenever  a  general  ballot- 
ing happened  again,  and,  at  the  same  time,  begged  his  majesty  might 
be  petitioned  to  alter  the  act.     After   the  affair  at   Gateshead, 
the  pitmen,  waggonmen,  husbandmen,  and  servants,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  (for  of  such  the  mobs  mostly  consisted,)  having 
taken  into  their  heads,  that  the  Durham  people  of  their  station  had 
got  exempt  from  the  ballot  by  the  rise  they  had  made,  assembled  on 
Monday  the  2d  of  March,  in  great  numbers  at  Morpeth,  and  not 
meeting  with  such  indulgence  as  they  expected,  obliged  the  deputy- 
lieutenants  and  justices  to  quit  their  duty  for  their  own  safety,  no 
military  force  being  at  hand ;  the  rioters  then  seized  all  the  lists  and 
books  relative  to  the  militia,  from  the  constables,  and  tore  or  burnt 
ihem  before  their  eyes.    The  next  day,  they  went  to  Whittingham, 
twenty  miles  up  the  country,  and  acted  in  much  the  same  manner. 
Flushed  with  such  success  and  reinforced  to  near  five  thousand,  they 
made  a  similar  attempt  at  Hexham,  but  had  not  the  like  success. 
March  the  9th,  the  deputy-lieutenants  met  at  Hexham,  pursuant  to 
advertisement,  to  receive  lists  from  the  constables,  of  the  persons  in 
Tindale  ward  liable  to  serve  in  the  militia,  and  being  previously  in- 
formed from  several  parts  of  the  county,  that  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons were  determined  to  assemble  in  a  riotous  manner,  to  prevent  such 
lists  being  delivered  in,  detachments  from  the  two  battalions  of  York- 
shire militia,  quartered  at  Newcastle,  were,  at  the  request  of  the 
deputy  lieutenants  and  justices,  ordered  by  colonel  Duncombe,  under 
the  command  of  major  Crowe,  from  thence  to  Hexham.     Perhaps  the 
most  accurate  and  authentic  account  of  the  melancholy  proceedings 
in  this  affair,  is  that  written  by  an  officer  of  the  North  York  militia, 
(William  Allen,)  taken  from  his  diary  in  the  possession  of  sir  G. 

•  Ihwham,  Feb.  27, 1761." 
*  "  Thiff  if  to  give  notice  to  all  in  general,  that  it  is  hr  from  the  hearts  of  any  of  m 
that  is  here  met  to  day,  to  be  any  ways  inclined  to  be  Rebellious  against  his  Royal  Ma- 
jesty ;  but,  far  from  it,  only  what  common  men  desire,  is  men  of  estates  to  hire  men  for 
the  militia  as  they  were  formerly ;  being  very  fit  that  they  who  have  lands  should  hire 
men  to  maintain  them ;  for  it  is  a  thing  that  none  of  us  will  submit  to,  to  be  balloted 
after  this  manner,  as  it  is  in  vain  to  enlist  or  draw  any  belonging  to  this  our  county:  for 
we  are  resolved  not  to  let  any  man  go  out  amongst  us  afker  this  manner.*  **  God  save 
his  Majesty  King  Gkorge  the  Third." 
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Sharp.  It  is  as  follows: — "Newcastle,  March' 7. — Received  orders 
for  two  companies  of  each  battalion  to  march  early  to  morrow-morn- 
ing, for  Hexham,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  riotous  assemblies,  intend- 
ed to  be  held  there  on  Monday,  to  obstruct  the  deputy-lieatenants^ 
balloting  for  the  militia.  Sunday  8th. — Arrived  safe  at  Hexham,  at 
ten — -found  the  people  all  resolute  and  determined  to  rise,  from  a 
notion  that  those  who  assembled  at  Newcastle,  had  their  grievances 
redressed.  Sir  Bt.  Bewick,  sir  Lancelot  AUgood,  Fenwick,  &c.  &c. 
supped  with  us.  Monday  9th. — ^At  nine  were  under  arms — at  ten 
marched  to  the  town-hall  with  the  justices — ^took  possession  of  all  the 
avenues  leading  to  the  hall,  and  drew  up  our  men  in  the  market 
place — captain  Fielding  and  his  company  were  posted  in  the  yard. 
The  gentlemen  proceeded  to  business,  and  all  the  men,  who  gave  in 
their  names  and  had  petitions  to  present,  I  conducted  through  the 
ranks  two  at  a  time,  and  carried  up  to  the  gentlemen.  The  petitions 
they  presented  were  of  a  treasonable  nature,  tending  to  obstnfct  the 
execution  of  the  laws ;  and  though  they  professed  all  duty  and  allegi- 
ance to  the  king,  yet  they  declared  one  and  all  that  they  would  not 
be  balloted  for.  The  gentlemen  told  them  that  they  would  not  dis- 
dispense  with  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  though,  however  hard  it 
might  be,  yet,  as  justices,  they  were  obliged  to  act  under  it  as  it  then 
stood.  Their  numbers  greatly  increased;  and  about  twelve,  two 
horns  were  blown,  and  eveiy  reinforcement  they  received  was  ushered 
in  with  loud  huzzas.  .One  of  the  men  who  blew  the  horns  (at  my  in- 
stance) was  apprehended,  but  the  gentlemen  thought  proper  to  release 
him,  after  taking  his  name  and  place  of  abode.  At  one,  they  had 
increased  to  near  five  thousand,  and  greatly  insulted  our  men,  who 
for  upwards  of  three  hours  bore  it  with  the  greatest  coolness  and 
moderation.  At  one  or  a  little  after,  the  proclamation  was  read,  and 
they  were  acquainted  with  the  penalty  they  incurred  if  they  did  not 
disperse.  They  still  continued  waving  their  monstrous  sticks,  dubs, 
and  quarter-staffs,  in  a  most  insolent  manner  over  the  heads  of  our 
men,  for  by  this  time  they  had  come  within  reach  of  our  bayonets, 
with  which  our  front  rank  stood  charged  ;  and  soon  after,  they  made 
a  vigorous  effort  upon  our  left  and  broke  in  upon  them ;  one  of  the 
ring-leaders  seized  the  firelock  of  a  man  of  captain  Blomberg^s  compa- 
ny, turned  upon  the  man  and  shot  him  dead  upon  the  spot ;  at  the 
same  time,  ensign  Hart  was  shot  by  a  pistol  from  one  of  the  mob, 
upon  which  the  word  of  command  was  given  to  fire,  as  it  then  became 
an  act  of  necessity  and  self-defence.  The  men  were  inunediately 
formed  again,  and  the  fire  became  general  from  right  to  left.  The 
grenadiers  fired  but  once,  which  cleared  our  front,  and  in  a  minute^s 
time  there  was  scarce  a  man  left  but  the  dead  and  wounded.    Ab 
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soon  as  ever  the  smoke  of  the  first  fire  cleared  away,  aud  L  saw  the 
resistance  had  ceased,  I  ran  up  and  down  the  line  to  make  the  men 
give  over  firing — ^for  many  random  shots  still  continued,  and  the  balls 
whistled  by  me  both  on  right  and  left,  but  providentially  I  received 
not  the  least  harm.  Thanks  be  to  heaven,  my  endeavours  met  with 
immediate  success,  and  I  found  major  Crowe  and  captain  Hill  employ- 
ed upon  the  same  business ;  and  now  we  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
templating the  bloody  scene  before  us,  twenty-four  being  left  upon  the 
spot,  eighteen  of  whom  were  dead,  and  the  rest  dangerously  wounded. 
This  was  a  spectacle  that  hurt  humanity,  for  now  all  resistance  was 
over,  compassion  took  place.  We  seized  upon  all  their  clubs,  but 
took  no  prisoners,  because  the  gentlemen  chose  to  have  them  appre- 
hended in  a  regular  way  by  afterwards  issuing  their  peace- warrants. 
Col.  Duncombe's  detachment  had  one  ofiicer  mortally  wounded,  one 
private  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  three  wounded.  The  man  who  shot 
Mr.  Hart  was  instantly  despatched,  as  was  the  other  man  who  killed 
the  soldier.  We  had  not  so  much  as  a  single  officer  or  soldier  hurt ; 
owing,  I  apprehend,  to  the  care  captain  Bevely  and  I  took  in  keeping 
our  front  clear,  for  whenever  they  attempted  to  press  upon  us  we 
made  our  men  charge  their  bayonets,  and  Bevely  and  I  advanced  with 
om^  at  the  same  time,  and  made  them  give  way.  Finding  no  impres- 
sion was  to  be  made  there,  they  altered  their  plan,  and  made  their 
attack  as  before  mentioned,  which  was  foolish  and  desperate  to  the 
last  degree.  Our  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  steadiness  that 
troops  could  possibly  do,  and  the  officers  with  a  resolution  that  shewed 
they  were  not  backward  in  obeying  their  orders.  At  four,  marched 
our  men  to  the  abbey,  and  lodged  them  altogether  in  the  great  old 
hall.  At  eight  went  to  see  poor  Hart ;  found  him  resigned  and  quite 
sensible,  and  spoke  very  cheerfully,  but  said  he  could  not  continue 
long.  Tuesday  10th,  ensign  Hart  died,  this  morning  at  five.  No 
disturbance  at  all ;  a  very  wet  day  which  was  of  service,  as  it  washed 
the  remains  of  yesterday  out  of  the  market  place.  At  six  all  the 
officers  and  gentlemen  attended  the  funeral  of  ensign  Hart — the  offi- 
cers supported  the  pall — the  men  marched  with  reversed  arms  and  the 
drums  beat  the  dead  march,  and  ever}'  honour  was  paid  him,  except 
the  firing,  which  was  omitted,  lest  it  should  give  umbrage  to  those 
who  had  lost  friends  in  the  affair,  as  many  people  were  now  come  to 
town  to  challenge  the  dead  and  wounded.  Buried  the  soldier  at  the 
same  time.  Fourteen  of  the  rioters  buried  to  night  and  others  carried 
home,  and  some  remained  unowned.  All  quiet.^  August  17th,  at 
the  assizes  held  in  Newcastle,  by  adjournment,  for  the  county  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  which  ended  on  the  following  day,  Peter  Patterson 
and  William  Elder  (two  of  the  Hexham  rioters)  were  attained  of 
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high  treason,  and  received  the  following  aentenoe  ; — "  To  be  drawn 
upon  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of  execution,  on  Wednesday,  the  30th  day 
of  September  next,  and  then  and  there  aeverally  hanged  by  the  neck, 
to  be  severally  cut  down  alive,  and  have  their  entrails  taken  out  and 
burnt  before  their  faces,  to  have  their  heads  severed  from  their  bodies, 
and  their  bodies  afterwards  severally  divided  into  four  quarters,  and 
their  heads  and  quarters  disposed  at  his  majesty's  pleasure."  August 
26th,  the  high-sheriff  of  Northumberland  received  a  re8i>ite  for  Pat- 
terson and  Elder,  to  the  5th  of  October,  when  Peter  Patteraon  was 
executed  at  Morpeth.  He  behaved  with  a  becoming  decency.  A 
disagreeable  circumstance  attended  the  execution  of  Patterson;  the 
noose  of  the  rope  gave  way,  and  he  fell  dovm  before  he  was  dead,  the 
cart  was  then  ordered  back,  and  a  new  halter  made  use  of,  and  after 
he  had  hung  the  time  that  the  law  required,  his  body  was  cut  down 
and  dismembered,  according  to  his  sentence.  It  is  said  that  after  he 
fell  down  he  exclaimed  "Innocent  hloo^is  ill  to  $h«d!"  A  further 
respite  had  previously  arrived  for  William  Eider,  and  at  the  asiizes 
in  August,  1762,  he  was  pardoned.  According  to  a  MS.  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  John  Bell  of  Gateshead,  land-surveyor,  written  about 
the  time  of  the  riot,  by  Mr.  —  Armstrong,  an  attorney,  then  residing 
in  Hexham,  in  which  the  names,  residences,  occupations,  &c.  of  the 
ewfferers  Are  minutely  detailed,  the  number  of  killed  was  62,  and  that 
of  the  wounded  49. 


CHAPTER  V. 


DIED,  on  the  26ih  of  June,  1761,  Henry 
Lambton,  of  Lambton,  esq.,  eldest  son  of 
Ralph  Lambton,  of  Lambton,  esq.,  nephew 
to  William  Lambton,  esq.,  who  represented 
the  county  of  Durham  in  1685,  &c.,  and 
great  grandson  of  sir  William  Lambton, 
who  died  in  the  royal  cause  at  Marston 
moor.  He  represented  the  city  of  Durham 
in  iive  successive  parliaments,  with  unshaken 
loyalty  to  his  king,  and  the  utmost  honour 
to  himself:  being  neither  biassed  by  party 
nor  private  interest,  but  always  a  strenuous  advocate  for  liberty,  and 
firmly  attached  to  the  good  of  his  country,  and  in  whom  his  constitu- 
ents, on  every  occasion,  found  a  sincere  and  steady  friend. — Sharp* 8 
Burg.  ofDur. 

July  11. — About  ten  o^clock  at  night,  came  on  at  Newcastle,  the 
loudest  peals  of  thunder  that  had  been  known  for  many  years,  and 
continued  most  part  of  the  night ;  the  lightning  was  most  dreadful ; 
the  flashes  followed  each  other  so  fast,  that  the  firmament  seemed 
one  continued  blaze.  Mr.  Ord,  of  Sands,  near  Sedgefield,  was  killed 
by  the  lightning  on  his  return  from  Durham.  Several  sheep  and 
cattle,  in  different  parts  of  Northumberland,  were  killed.  The  rivers 
and  brooks,  were  by  a  heavy  rain,  swelled  to  an  uncommon  height, 
and  great  damage  was  done  to  the  houses  and  lands  adjoining.  At 
Bothbury,  the  following  day,  there  was  a  violent  storm  of  rain,  hail, 
wind,  thunder,  and  lightning,  several  sheep  were  killed  on  the  hills, 
and  the  rivulets,  which  trickled  down  the  sides  of  the  mountains, 
were  in  a  few  minutes  swelled  to  mighty  rivers,  which  rushed  dc^n  in 
such  rapid  torrents,  that  the  earth  was  ploughed  up  in  their  way,  and 
large  beds  of  gravel  and  huge  stones  rolled  into  the  town  of  Both- 
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.  >^  and  sixty  salmon  were  taken  in  the 


high  treason,  and  received  the  following  sente^         ^ /^red  to  a  great 
upon  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of  execution,  on  '  ...jgainst  the  houses, 

of  September  next,  and  then  and  ther^  ^^  was  under  water,  as 

to  be  severally  cut  down  alive,  and  .  ^^  means  a  great  deal  of 

burnt  before  their  faces,  to  have  t'  ^^q{  Mr.  Fletcher's,  where 

and  their  bodies  afterwards  se^  ,i  ^nd  gravel  were  thrown,  and 

their  heads  and  quarters  disp'  .^:>d  firs  entirely  buried  and  des- 

26th,  the  high-sheriff  of  N  [.^q  an  hour,  but  the  havoc  during 

terson  and  Elder,  to  the  '  >f^Jng- — ^^^^  Papers. 

executed  at  Morpeth. 

disagreeable  circumstr         r^yi^^stle,  at  one  draught. — Ibid. 
noose  of  the  rope  gr  -/^e  out  in  a  skinner's  workshop,  without 

cart  was  then  ord'  .'f^^^stle,  which  in  a  short  time  consumed  the 
he  had  hung  th'  .^V^'^aasistance  was  given.  The  mayor  and  other 
and  dismembe  ^j^U^^^  *hi®  ^«^  ^^^^  regiment  of  militia,  com- 
fell  down  h'  ^^f^l^^^^-^  ^^"^  under  arms. — lUd. 
respite  ha  J/p^%>vgQ  Wilson,  of  Harbottle,  in  Northumberland, 
in  Augir  y^Kx^  years,  was  married  at  Alwinton,  in  the  same 
session  ^''^^  being  his  fourth  wife,  aged  51.     By  the  two 

the  t'        4^//^  5  ^^  ^^^  ^^TAJ^^rs.  children.     In  1688,  he  was  impressed 
in  J        ^^i^'  ^  The  curiosity  of  seeing  the  wedding  of  a  man  of  his  age, 
0f^er  ft  numerous  and  genteel  company  from  great  distances, 
j^ir/^rd  to  his  general  good  character,  &c.,  made  a  handsome 
^^'ion-    He  died,  August  22nd,  1763,  in  the  104th  year  of  his 
c^^d  possessed  great  vigour  till  within  ten  days  of  his  death. 
^hsd  he«n  a  subject  to  eight  kings  and  queens  of  England. — Und. 
^^^ptember  10.— When  the  news  arrived  in  Newcastle  of  the  prin- 
"^  ^Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  (afterwards  consort  of  king  Geoige 
^)  having  landed  safe  at  Harwich,  every  demonstration  of  joy  was 
jj'bited.     On  the  following  day,  when  the  news  of  the  marriage  of 
j^ing  George  III.  and  the  princess  Charlotte  arrived  in  Newcastle,  the 
inhabitants  again  testified  their  joy  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  drinking 
joyal  healths,  &c. — Hid. 

September  22. — The  coronation  of  their  majesties,  king  (xeorge  III. 
and  queen  Charlotte,  was  observed  in  Newcastle  with  every  possible 
token  of  loyalty  and  affection.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  peals 
of  bells  and  firing  of  guns,  which  was  repeated  at  intervals  during 
the  day.  At  ten  o'clock,  the  gentlemen  volunteers  fired  three  excel- 
lent volHes  at  the  artillery  ground,  as  did  also  the  militia,  on  the 
Sandhill,  at  noon,  where  a  fountain  with  wine,  ornamented  with 
a  gilt' crown,  and  the  inscription  "  God  save  King  George  and  Queen 
Charlotte,^'  was  opened,  and  several  loyal  healths  were  drunk.  Soon 
after,  the  magistrates,  officers,  &c.,  went  to  dine  at  the  mansion- 
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^.fountain,  which  ran  wine  near  two  hours  at  both  sides, 
'•Miulaoe  to  regale  theDiselves  at ;  the  whole  number 
*.wa8  computed  at  10,000.     At  night  the  town 
linated ;  not  only  the  houses  were  lighted,  but  the 
,  exohange,  and  other  public  buildings ;  and  being  a 
.e  balustrades  of  several  gentlemen's  houses,  and  the 
ls,  or  water  fountains,  were  bedecked  with  candles  as  thick 
jle.      Many  curious  and  suitable  inscriptions  appeared ;  one 
.eman,  in  particular,  had  a  crown,  finely  ornamented,  and  set 
yiind  with  lighted  candles,  wluch  turned  upon  an  axis,  horizontaJly, 
for  several  hours,  the  vessels  in  the  river  were  also  illuminated,  and 
the  ship,  Royal  Oak,  had  200  lamps,  suspended  in  the  rigging,  &o. 
The  evening  was  concluded  by  a  concert  and  ball,  at  the  expense 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house 
had  an  elegant  entertainment  in  their  hall,  where  their  majesties'  and 
other  loyal  healths  were  drank,  during  which,  royal  salutes  were  fired 
on  the  Quay.     Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  that  the  joy  might  be  more 
generally  diffused  among  ^1  ranks  of  people,  ordered  .fdO.  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  inhabitants,  -  and  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol.     In 
Gateshead,  several  curious  fire  works  were  displayed ;  the  houses  and 
the  church  steeple  were  brilliantly  illuminated.     The  whole  was  con- 
cluded with  the  utmost  decorum,  no  mischief  or  accident  having 
happened.     Similar  demonstrations  of  joy  v&te  exhibited  at  Berwick, 
and  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  district. — Local  Pofen. 

October  1 2. — The  river  Tees  rose  so  high  by  previone  heavy  rains 
in  the  north,  that  it  overflowed  the  town  of  Yarm,  bat  the  event  be- 
ing foreseen  the  danger  was  provided  against,  so  that  no  considerable 
damage  ensued.  The  Stockton  ferry  boat  was  driven  from  her  moor- 
ings and  lost,  and  a  flock  of  sheep  were  driven  from  a  meadow  in 
which  they  were  feeding.  A  sloop  laden  with  wheat  sunk  and  another 
was  driven  to  sea. — GenCt.  Mag. 

October. — A  new  clock,  with  chimes,  made  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  the 
Close,  Newcastle,  was  pat  up  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  that  town. — 
Load  Pigpen. 

November  9. — There  was  so  great  a  flood  in  the  Wansbeck,  that 
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bury,  the  streets  of  which  were  broken  up  and  guttered  to  a  great 
depth,  and  the  sand  and  stones  thrown  into  heaps  against  the  houses, 
particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  which  was  under  water,  as 
well  as  the  ground  lying  behind,  by  which  means  a  great  deal  of 
damage  was  done,  particularly  in  a  garden  of  Mr.  Fletcher''s,  where 
at  least  one  hundred  tons  of  large  stones  and  gravel  were  thrown,  and 
under  these  several  thousand  quicks  and  firs  entirely  buried  and  de^ 
troyed.  The  storm  did  not  last  above  an  hour,  but  the  havoc  during 
that  time  was  drea<lful  and  astonishing. — Local  Papers. 

1761  (Aug.  6). — Two  hundred  and  sixty  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
Tyne,  at  Newburn,  near  Newcastle,  at  one  draught. — lUd. 

August  21. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  skinner^s  workshop,  without 
Pilgrim  street  gate,  Newcastle,  which  in  a  short  time  consumed  the 
same,  though  all  possible  assistance  was  given.  The  mayor  and  other 
magistrates  attended,  and  the  East  York  regiment  of  militia,  com- 
manded by  sir  Digby  Legard,  were  under  arms. — Ibid, 

September  1 . — George  Wilson,  of  Harbottle,  in  Northumberland, 
aged  upwards  of  100  years,  was  married  at  Alwinton,  in  the  same 
county,  to  Lilly  Forbes,  being  his  fourth  wife,  aged  51.  By  the  two 
first  of  his  wives,  he  had  sixteen  children.  In  1688,  he  was  impressed 
as  a  soldier.  The  curiosity  of  seeing  the  wedding  of  a  man  of  his  age, 
drew  together  a  numerous  and  genteel  company  from  great  distances, 
who,  in  regard  to  his  general  good  character,  &c.,  made  a  handsome 
collection.  He  died,  August  22nd,  1763,  in  the  104th  year  of  his 
age,  and  possessed  great  vigour  till  within  ten  days  of  his  death. 
He  had  been  a  subject  to  eight  kings  and  queens  of  England. — Ibid, 

September  10. —  When  the  news  arrived  in  Newcastle  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  (afterwards  consort  of  king  George 
III.)  having  landed  safe  at  Harwich,  every  demonstration  of  joy  was 
exhibited.  On  the  following  day,  when  the  news  of  the  marriage  of 
king  George  III.  and  the  princess  Charlotte  arrived  in  Newcastle,  the 
inhabitants  again  testified  their  joy  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  drinking 
loyal  healths,  &c. — Hid. 

September  22. — The  coronation  of  their  majesties,  king  G^oige  III. 
and  queen  Charlotte,  was  observed  in  Newcastle  with  every  possible 
token  of  loyalty  and  affection.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  peals 
of  bells  and  firing  of  guns,  which  wafl  repeated  at  intervals  during 
the  day.  At  ten  o"'clock,  the  gentlemen  volunteers  fired  three  excel- 
lent voUies  at  the  artillery  ground,  as  did  also  the  militia,  on  the 
Sandhill,  at  noon,  where  a  fountain  with  wnne,  ornamented  with 
a  gilt' crown,  and  the  inscription  "  God  save  King  George  and  Queen 
Charlotte,'"  was  opened,  and  several  loyal  healths  were  drunk.  Soon 
after,  the  magistrates,  officers,  &c.,  went  to  dine  at  the  mansion- 
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house,  and  the  fountain,  which  ran  wine  near  two  hours  at  both  sides, 
was  left  for  the  populace  to  regale  themselves  at ;  the  whole  number 
of  people  afisembled  was  computed  at  10,000.  At  night  the  town 
was  splendidly  illuminated  ;  not  only  the  houses  were  lighted,  but  the 
churches,  offices,  exchange,  and  other  public  buildings ;  and  being  a 
fine  night,  the  balustrades  of  several  gentlemen^s  houses,  and  the 
public  pants,  or  water  fountains,  were  bedecked  with  candles  as  thick 
as  possible.  Many  curious  and  suitable  inscriptions  appeared ;  one 
gentleman,  in  particular,  had  a  crown,  finely  ornamented,  and  set 
round  with  lighted  candles,  which  turned  upon  an  axis,  horizontally, 
for  several  hours,  the  vessels  in  the  river  were  also  illuminated,  and 
the  ship,  Boyal  Oak,  had  200  lamps,  suspended  in  the  rising,  &c. 
The  evening  was  ooncluded  by  a  concert  and  ball,  at  the  expense 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house 
had  an  elegant  entertainment  in  their  hall,  where  their  majesties'  and 
other  loyal  healths  were  drank,  during  which,  royal  salutes  were  fired 
on  the  Quay.  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  that  the  joy  might  be  more 
generally  diffnsed  among  all  ranks  of  people,  ordered  .fSO.  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  inhabitants,  and  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol.  In 
Gateshead,  several  curious  fire  works  were  displayed ;  the  houses  and 
the  church  steeple  were  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  whole  was  con- 
cluded vrith  the  utmost  decorum,  no  mischief  or  accident  having 
happened.  Similar  demonstrations  of  joy  were  exhibited  at  Berwick, 
and  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  distriot. — Local  Papon, 

October  1 2. — The  river  Tees  rose  so  high  by  previous  heavy  rains 
in  the  north,  that  it  overflowed  the  town  of  Yarm,  but  the  event  be- 
ing foreseen  the  danger  was  provided  against,  so  that  no  condderable 
damage  ensued.  The  Stockton  ferry  boat  was  driven  from  her  moor- 
ings and  lost,  and  a  flock  of  dieep  were  driven  from  a  meadow  in 
vhich  they  were  feeding.  A  sloop  laden  with  wheat  sunk  and  another 
was  driven  to  sea. — GenCt.  Mag. 

October. — A  new  clock,  with  chimes,  made  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  the 
Close,  Newcastle,  was  put  up  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  that  town. — 
Loe(U  Pofen. 

November  9. — There  was  so  great  a  flood  in  the  Wansbeck,  that 
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bury,  the  streets  of  which  were  broken  up  and  guttered  to  a  great 
depth,  and  the  sand  and  stones  thrown  into  heaps  against  the  houses, 
particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  which  was  under  water,  as 
well  as  the  ground  lying  behind,  by  which  means  a  great  deal  of 
damage  was  done,  particularly  in  a  garden  of  Mr.  Fletcher^  where 
at  least  one  hundred  tons  of  large  stones  and  gravel  were  thrown,  and 
under  these  several  thousand  quicks  and  firs  entirely  buried  and  des- 
troyed. The  storm  did  not  last  above  an  hour,  but  the  havoc  during 
that  time  was  drea<lful  and  astonishing. — Local  Papers, 

1761  (Aug.  6). — Two  hundred  and  sixty  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
Tyne,  at  Newburn,  near  Newcastle,  at  one  draught. — Ibid. 

August  21. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  skinner^s  workshop,  without 
Pilgrim  street  gate,  Newcastle,  which  in  a  short  time  consumed  the 
same,  though  all  possible  assistance  was  given.  The  mayor  and  other 
magistrates  attended,  and  the  East  York  regiment  of  militia,  com- 
manded by  sir  Digby  Legard,  were  under  arms. — Ibid, 

September  1 . — George  Wilson,  of  Harbottle,  in  Northumberland, 
aged  upwards  of  100  years,  was  married  at  Alwinton,  in  the  same 
county,  to  Lilly  Forbes,  being  his  fourth  wife,  aged  51.  By  the  two 
first  of  his  wives,  he  had  sixteen  children.  In  1688,  he  was  impressed 
as  a  soldier.  The  curiosity  of  seeing  the  wedding  of  a  man  of  his  age, 
drew  together  a  numerous  and  genteel  company  from  great  distances, 
who,  in  regard  to  his  general  good  character,  &c.,  made  a  handsome 
collection.  He  died,  August  22nd,  1763,  in  the  104th  year  of  his 
age,  and  possessed  great  vigour  till  within  ten  days  of  his  death. 
He  had  been  a  subject  to  eight  kings  and  queens  of  England. — Ibid, 

September  10. —  SVhen  the  news  arrived  in  Newcastle  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  (afterwards  consort  of  king  G«>rge 
III.)  having  landed  safe  at  Harwich,  every  demonstration  of  joy  was 
exhibited.  On  the  following  day,  when  the  news  of  the  marriage  of 
king  Cteorge  III.  and  the  princess  Charlotte  arrived  in  Newcastle,  the 
inhabitants  again  testified  their  joy  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  drinking 
loyal  healths,  &c. — Ibid, 

September  22. — The  coronation  of  their  majesties,  king  George  III. 
and  queen  Charlotte,  was  observed  in  Newcastle  with  every  possible 
token  of  loyalty  and  affection.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  peals 
of  bells  and  firing  of  guns,  which  was  repeated  at  intervals  during 
the  day.  At  ten  o'^clock,  the  gentlemen  volunteers  fired  three  excel- 
lent vollies  at  the  artillery  ground,  as  did  also  the  militia,  on  the 
Sandhill,  at  noon,  where  a  fountain  with  wnne,  ornamented  with 
a  gilt' crown,  and  the  inscription  "  God  save  King  George  and  Queen 
Charlotte,^'  was  opened,  and  several  loyal  healths  were  drunk.  Soon 
after,  the  magistrates,  officers,  &c.,  went  to  dine  at  the  mansion- 
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house,  and  the  fountain,  which  ran  wine  near  two  hours  at  both  sides, 
was  left  for  the  populace  to  regale  themselves  at ;  the  whole  number 
of  people  assembled  was  computed  at  10,000.  At  night  the  town 
was  splendidly  illuminated  i  not  only  the  houses  were  lighted,  but  the 
churches,  oCBces,  exchange,  and  other  public  buildings;  and  being  a 
fine  night,  the  balustrades  of  several  gentlemen's  houses,  and  the 
public  pants,  or  water  fountains,  were  bedecked  with  candles  as  thick 
as  possible.  Many  curious  and  suitable  inscriptions  appeared ;  one 
gentleman,  in  particular,  had  a  crown,  finely  ornamented,  and  set 
round  with  lighted  candles,  which  turned  upon  an  axis,  horizontally, 
for  several  hours,  the  vessels  in  the  river  were  also  illuminated,  and 
the  ship.  Royal  Oak,  had  200  lamps,  suspended  in  the  Hg^g,  &;c. 
The  evening  was  concluded  by  a  concert  and  ball,  at  the  expense 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house 
hod  an  elegant  entertainment  in  their  hall,  where  their  majesties'  and 
other  loyal  healths  were  drank,  during  which,  royal  salutes  were  fired 
on  the  Quay.  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  hart.,  that  the  joy  might  be  more 
generaUy  diffused  among  all  ranks  of  people,  ordered  £SQ.  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  inhabitants,  and  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol.  In 
Gateshead,  several  curious  fire  works  were  displayed ;  the  houses  and 
the  church  steeple  were  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  whole  was  oon- 
oluded  with  the  utmost  decorum,  no  mischief  or  accident  having 
happened.  Similar  demonstrations  of  joy  were  exhibited  at  Berwick, 
and  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  district. — Local  Papers. 

October  12. — The  river  Tees  rose  so  high  by  previous  heavy  rains 
in  the  north,  that  it  overflowed  the  town  of  Yarm,  but  the  event  be- 
ing foreseen  the  danger  was  provided  against,  so  that  no  considerable 
damage  ensued.  The  Stockton  ferry  boat  was  driven  from  her  moor- 
ings and  lost,  and  a  flock  of  sheep  were  driven  from  a  meadow  in 
which  they  were  feeding.  A  sloop  laden  with  wheat  sunk  and  another 
was  driven  to  sea. — Genft.  Mag. 

October. — A  new  clock,  vritb  chimes,  made  by  Mr,  Walker,  in  the 
Close,  Newcastle,  was  put  up  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  that  town. — 
Local  Pofert. 

November  9. — There  was  so  great  a  flood  in  the  Wansbeck,  that 
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bury,  the  streets  of  which  were  broken  up  and  guttered  to  a  great 
depth,  and  the  sand  and  stones  thrown  into  heaps  against  the  houses, 
particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  which  was  under  water,  as 
well  as  the  ground  lying  behind,  by  which  means  a  great  deal  of 
damage  was  done,  particularly  in  a  garden  of  Mr.  Fletcher^  where 
at  least  one  hundred  tons  of  large  stones  and  gravel  were  thrown,  and 
under  these  several  thousand  quicks  and  firs  entirely  buried  and  des- 
troyed. The  storm  did  not  last  above  an  hour,  but  the  havoc  during 
that  time  was  dreadful  and  astonishing. — Local  Papers. 

1761  (Aug.  6). — Two  hundred  and  sixty  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
Tyne,  at  Newburn,  near  Newcastle,  at  one  draught. — Ibid, 

August  21. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  skinner^s  workshop,  without 
Pilgrim  street  gate,  Newcastle,  which  in  a  short  time  consumed  the 
same,  though  all  possible  assistance  was  given.  The  mayor  and  other 
magistrates  attended,  and  the  East  York  regiment  of  militia,  com- 
manded by  sir  Digby  Legard,  were  under  arms. — Ibid. 

September  1. — George  Wilson,  of  Harbottle,  in  Northumberland, 
aged  upwards  of  100  years,  was  manned  at  Alwinton,  in  the  same 
county,  to  Lilly  Forbes,  being  his  fourth  wife,  aged  51.  By  the  two 
first  of  his  wives,  he  had  sixteen  children.  In  1688,  he  was  impressed 
as  a  soldier.  The  curiosity  of  seeing  the  wedding  of  a  man  of  his  age, 
drew  together  a  numerous  and  genteel  company  from  great  distances, 
who,  in  regard  to  his  general  good  character,  &c.,  made  a  handsome 
collection.  He  died,  August  22nd,  1763,  in  the  104th  year  of  his 
age,  and  possessed  great  vigour  till  within  ten  days  of  his  death. 
He  had  been  a  subject  to  eight  kings  and  queens  of  England. — Ibid. 

September  10. —  When  the  news  arrived  in  Newcastle  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  (afterwards  consort  of  king  Greoige 
III.)  having  landed  safe  at  Harwich,  every  demonstration  of  joy  was 
exhibited.  On  the  following  day,  when  the  news  of  the  marriage  of 
king  George  III.  and  the  princess  Charlotte  arrived  in  Newcastle,  the 
inhabitants  again  testified  their  joy  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  drinking 
loyal  healths,  &;c. — Ibid. 

September  22. — The  coronation  of  their  majesties,  king  Greorge  III. 
and  queen  Charlotte,  was  observed  in  Newcastle  with  every  possible 
token  of  loyalty  and  aifection.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  peals 
of  bells  and  firing  of  guns,  which  was  repeated  at  intervals  during 
the  day.  At  ten  o'^clock,  the  gentlemen  volunteers  fired  three  excel- 
lent voUies  at  the  artillery  ground,  as  did  also  the  militia,  on  the 
Sandhill,  at  noon,  where  a  fountain  with  wine,  ornamented  with 
a  gilt' crown,  and  the  inscription  "  God  save  King  Gtjorge  and  Queen 
Charlotte,^**  was  opened,  and  several  loyal  healths  were  drunk.  Soon 
after,  the  magistrates,  officers,  &c.,  went  to  dine  at  the  mansion- 
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bouse,  and  the  fountain,  whioh  ran  wine  near  two  hours  at  both  sides, 
was  left  for  the  populace  to  regale  themselves  at ;  the  whole  Dumber 
of  people  assembled  was  computed  at  10,000.  At  night  the  town 
was  splendidly  illuminated ;  not  only  the  houses  were  lighted,  but  the 
churches,  offices,  exchange,  and  other  public  buildings ;  and  being  a 
fine  night,  the  balustrades  of  several  gentlemen's  houses,  and  the 
public  pants,  or  water  fountains,  were  bedecked  with  candles  as  thick 
as  possible.  Many  curious  and  suitable  inscriptions  appeared ;  one 
gentleman,  !□  particular,  had  a  crown,  finely  ornamented,  and  aet 
round  with  lighted  candles,  which  turned  upon  an  axis,  horizontally, 
for  several  hours,  the  vessels  in  the  river  were  also  illuminated,  and 
the  ship.  Royal  Oak,  had  200  lamps,  suspended  in  the  rigging,  &c. 
The  evening  was  concluded  by  a  concert  and  ball,  at  the  expense 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house 
had  an  elegant  entertainment  in  their  hall,  where  their  majesties'  and 
other  loyal  healths  were  drank,  during  which,  royal  salutes  were  fired 
on  the  Quay.  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  that  the  joy  might  be  more 
generally  diffused  among  all  ranks  of  people,  ordered  £50.  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  inhabitants,  and  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol.  In 
Gateshead,  several  curious  fire  works  were  displayed ;  the  houses  and 
the  church  steeple  were  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  whole  was  coo- 
duded  with  the  utmost  decorum,  no  mischief  or  accident  having 
happened.  Similar  demonstrations  of  joy  were  exhibited  at  Berwick, 
and  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  district. — Local  Papere. 

October  1 2. — The  river  Tees  rose  so  high  by  previous  heavy  nuns 
in  the  north,  that  it  overflowed  the  town  of  Yarm,  but  the  event  be- 
ing foreseen  the  danger  was  provided  against,  so  that  no  considerable 
damage  ensued.  The  Stockton  ferry  boat  was  driven  from  her  moor- 
ings and  lost,  and  a  flock  of  sheep  were  driven  from  a  meadow  in 
which  they  were  feeding.  A  sloop  laden  with  wheat  sunk  and  another 
was  driven  to  sea. — Gmfi,  Mag. 

October. — A  new  clock,  with  chimes,  made  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  the 
Close,  Newcastle,  was  put  up  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  that  town.— 
Local  Paper*. 

November  9. — There  was  so  great  a  flood  in  the  Wansbeck,  that 
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bury,  the  streets  of  which  were  broken  up  and  guttered  to  a  great 
depth,  and  the  sand  and  stones  thrown  into  heaps  against  the  houses, 
particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  which  was  under  water,  as 
well  as  the  ground  lying  behind,  by  which  means  a  great  deal  of 
damage  was  done,  particularly  in  a  garden  of  Mr.  Fletcher^  where 
at  least  one  hundred  tons  of  large  stones  and  gravel  were  thrown,  and 
under  these  several  thousand  quicks  and  firs  entirely  buried  and  des- 
troyed. The  storm  did  not  last  above  an  hour,  but  the  havoc  during 
that  time  was  drea<lful  and  astonishing. — Local  Papers, 

1761  (Aug.  6). — Two  hundred  and  sixty  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
Tyne,  at  Newburn,  near  Newcastle,  at  one  draught. — Ibid. 

August  21. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  skinner'^s  workshop,  without 
Pilgrim  street  gate,  Newcastle,  which  in  a  short  time  consumed  the 
same,  though  all  possible  assistance  was  given.  The  mayor  and  other 
magistrates  attended,  and  the  East  York  regiment  of  militia,  com- 
manded by  sir  Digby  Legard,  were  under  arms. — Ibid, 

September  1 . — George  Wilson,  of  Harbottle,  in  Northumberland, 
aged  upwards  of  100  years,  was  married  at  Alwinton,  in  the  same 
county,  to  Lilly  Forbes,  being  his  fourth  wife,  aged  51.  By  the  two 
first  of  his  wives,  he  had  sixteen  children.  In  1688,  he  was  impressed 
as  a  soldier.  The  curiosity  of  seeing  the  wedding  of  a  man  of  his  age, 
drew  together  a  numerous  and  genteel  company  from  great  distances, 
who,  in  regard  to  his  general  good  character,  &c.,  made  a  handsome 
collection.  He  died,  August  22nd,  1763,  in  the  104th  year  of  his 
age,  and  possessed  great  vigour  till  within  ten  days  of  his  death. 
He  had  been  a  subject  to  eight  kings  and  queens  of  England. — Ibid. 

September  10. —  SVhen  the  news  arrived  in  Newcastle  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  (afterwards  consort  of  king  Geoige 
III.)  having  landed  safe  at  Harwich,  every  demonstration  of  joy  was 
exhibited.  On  the  following  day,  when  the  news  of  the  marriage  of 
king  Greorge  III.  and  the  princess  Charlotte  arrived  in  Newcastle,  the 
inhabitants  again  testified  their  joy  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  drinking 
loyal  healths,  &;c. — Ibid, 

September  22. — The  coronation  of  their  majesties,  king  Greorge  III. 
and  queen  Charlotte,  was  observed  in  Newcastle  with  every  possible 
token  of  loyalty  and  affection.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  peals 
of  bells  and  firing  of  guns,  which  was  repeated  at  intervals  during 
the  day.  At  ten  o'^clock,  the  gentlemen  volunteers  fired  three  excel- 
lent voUies  at  the  artillery  ground,  as  did  also  the  militia,  on  the 
Sandhill,  at  noon,  where  a  fountain  with  w^ine,  ornamented  with 
a  gilt' crown,  and  the  inscription  *'*•  God  save  King  George  and  Queen 
Charlotte,^'  was  opened,  and  several  loyal  healths  were  drunk.  Soon 
after,  the  magistrates,  officers,  &c.,  went  to  dine  at  the  mansion- 
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house,  and  the  fountain,  which  ran  wine  near  two  hours  at  both  sides, 
was  left  for  the  populace  to  regale  themselvee  at ;  the  whole  number 
of  people  assembled  was  computed  at  10,000.  At  night  the  town 
was  splendidly  illuminated  ;  not  only  the  houses  were  lighted,  but  the 
churches,  offices,  exchange,  and  other  public  buildings ;  and  being  a 
fine  night,  the  balustrades  of  sevenU  gentlemen^s  houses,  and  the 
public  pants,  or  water  fountains,  were  bedecked  with  candles  as  thick 
as  possible.  Many  curious  and  suitable  inscriptions  appeared ;  one 
gentleman,  in  particular,  had  a  crown,  finely  ornamented,  and  set 
round  with  lighted  candles,  which  turned  upon  an  axis,  horizontally, 
for  several  hours,  the  vessels  in  the  river  were  also  illuminated,  and 
the  ship,  Boyal  Oak,  had  200  lamps,  suspended  in  the  rigging,  &o. 
The  evening  was  concluded  by  a  concert  and  ball,  at  the  expense 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  Trinitj-house 
had  ao  elegant  entertaJnment  in  their  hall,  where  their  majesties'  and 
other  loyal  healths  were  drank,  during  which,  royal  salutes  were  fired 
on  the  Quay.  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  that  the  joy  might  be  more 
generally  diffiised  among  all  ranks  of  people,  ordered  ^50.  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  inhabitants,  and  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol.  In 
Gateshead,  several  curious  fire  works  were  displayed ;  the  houses  and 
the  ehuroh  steeple  were  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  whole  was  con- 
duded  with  the  utmost  decorum,  no  mischief  or  accident  having 
happened.  Similar  demonstrations  of  joy  were  exhibited  at  Berwick, 
and  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  district. — Local  Papere. 

October  1 2. — The  river  Tees  rose  so  high  by  previous  heavy  rains 
in  the  north,  that  it  overflowed  the  town  of  Yarm,  but  the  event  be- 
ing foreseen  the  danger  was  provided  against,  so  that  no  considerahle 
damage  ensued.  The  Stockton  ferry  boat  was  driven  from  her  moor- 
ings and  lost,  and  a  flock  of  sheep  were  driven  from  a  meadow  in 
which  they  were  feeding.  A  sloop  laden  with  wheat  sunk  and  another 
was  driven  to  sea. — Gent».  Mag. 

October, — A  new  clock,  with  chimes,  made  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  the 
Close,  Newcastle,  was  put  up  in  St.  Nichokks'  church,  in  that  town. — 
Local  Pii^>er». 

November  9. — There  was  so  great  a  flood  in  the  Wansbeck,  that 
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the  arches  of  the  old  bridge  at  Morpeth  were  nearly  filled,  and  the 
overflowing  of  the  river  ran  down  Oldgate  and  Bridge  street  to  the 
east  end  of  the  town. — HodgsoTCs  Norihd. 

November. — The  bridge  of  Glenwhelt,  on  the  military  road  and 
confines  of  Northumberland,  was  broken  down  and  swept  away  by 
the  rivulet,  which  had  been  raised  to  a  great  height  by  incessant 
rains.  The  bridge  across  the  Tyne  at  Ridley  hall  was  also  carried 
away,  and  much  damage  was  done  at  various  other  places  by  the 
overflowing  of  the  waters. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

November  2<*^ — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Henzell, 
at  the  middle  glasshouses,  near  Newcastle,  which  destroyed  the  same, 
together  with  the  furniture,  before  it  could  be  got  under.  The  mili- 
tary and  the  gentlemen  having  the  direction  of  the  engines  gave  very 
prompt  assistance. — lUd. 

December  1. — An  explosion  took  place  in  the  colliery  at  Hartley, 
by  which  unfortunate  event,  Mr.  Curry,  the  viewer,  and  four  others 
lost  their  lives. — Ihid, 

December  8. — Tuesday  morning  a  pit  at  Long-Benton  fired,  and 
burnt  a  horse-driver  in  a  tennble  manner,  but  providentially  did  no 
further  damage,  though  the  pit  was  full  of  men. — Ibid. 

December  12. — The  great  contest  for  the  representation  of  the  city 
of  Durham,  betwixt  major-general  John  Lambton  and  B.alph  Grow- 
land,  esq.,  was  concluded.  On  this  occasion  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
mushroom  freemen  were  admitted  to  vote ;  these  gave  Mr.  Gowland  a 
majority,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  house.  When  the  occasional  or 
mushroom  freemen,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Gowland 
were  set  aside,  general  Lambton  had  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  in  consequence  of  which  the  general  petitioned  the  house 
of  commons,  and,  on  the  11th  of  May,  1762,  it  was  resolved  by  a 
majority  of  eighty-eight  to  seventy-two,  that  the  occasional  freemen 
had  no  right  to  vote,  and  the  return  was  ordered  to  be  amended  bj 
raising  out  the  name  of  Ralph  Gowland,  and  inserting  that  of  John 
Lambton,  esq.  General  Lambton  made  a  sort  of  joyeuse  entree  into 
the  city  of  Durham  on  the  18th  of  June,  1762,  being  met  at  Sunder- 
land bridge  by  a  great  number  of  the  freemen,  with  music,  drums, 
colours,  banners,  an<l  every  other  ensign  of  honour.  At  Elvet  bridge 
he  left  his  carriage,  and  was  chaired  through  the  principal  streets  to 
the  Queen'^s  head. — Surtees. 

December  30. — Died,  W.  Featherstone,  esq.,  of  and  at  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  On  Monday  the  24th  of  January,  1762,  Mr.  Feather- 
stone'^s  fine  stud  of  twenty-seven  high  bred  horses  was  sold  in  New- 
castle, in  one  lot,  for  2020  guineas  to  lord  Grosvenor. — Genfs  Mag. 

Ford  castle,  which  in  Leland'^s  time  was  ^^meatly  strong,  but  in 
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decay,"   wag  rebuilt  by  the  late  Ion]  Delaval  in  the  above  year. — 
Hodgaont  Northd...  8tJo. 

The  interesting  tablet  here  re- 
I  presented,  was  found,  at  the  Bo- 
I  man  station  of  .^^ica,  or  Great 
Ghesters,  in  NorthumbeTland,  in 
17€l.      It  was  carved  in  com- 
memoration of  the  rebuilding  of 
a  granary  by  the  second  cohort 
of  the  Astures   in  the  time   of 
Alexander  Severus,  and  seema  to 
be  dated    when    Maximue    was 
Legate  in    Britun    and    ooturu] 
with  Dexter  in  233.     It  is  now  in  the  colonnade  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries of  Newcastle. 

This  year,  Dormer  Parkhurst,  esq.,  then  master  of  Greatham,  be- 
gan to  erect  an  hospital  there,  for  six  poor  widows  or  spinsters,  being 
fifty  years  of  age,  for  whom  he  built  six  neat  separate  apartments, 
with  a  plot  of  ground  to  each.  The  buildings  were  completed  the 
next  year.  Each  inmate  receives  £\.  per  month,  4s.  at  Christmas, 
2s.  at  Whitsuntide,  and  2s.  at  Easter;  a  gown  onoe  a-year,  and  a 
reasonable  quantity  of  coals.  The  deed  of  endowment  bears  date 
October  12th,  1 762.     See  the  i/«ar  1 272.— )7WMtNKm>  Dur. 

The  burial  ground  attached  to  tJie  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  Newcas- 
tle, was  this  year,  enclosed  with  a  brick  wall,  surmounted  by  a 
strong  wooden  railing,  the  expence  of  which  was  defrayed  by  a  sub- 
scription, opened  for  the  piu-pose,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  rev.  Dr. 
Brown,  vicar,  and  for  improving  the  burial  ground,  in  order  to  render 
rt  a  more  agreeable  approach  to  the  church,  as  well  as  a  decent  place 
of  interment  of  the  dead.  There  was  left  a  oonventent  passage  all 
around  it,  on  the  outside,  for  foot  passengers. — Churchtcardent"  Sooh. 
■  762. — An  act  was  obtained  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Tee« 
^>ove  the  town  of  Stockton,  at  or  near  unto,  and  instead  of,  the  ferry 
used  as  a  passage  over  the  river.  The  foundation  stone  was  laid  23rd 
of  August,  1764,  and  the  structure  was  completed  in  April,  1771. 
The  bridge  has  five  arches ;  the  span  of  the  central  arch  is  seventy- 
two  feet ;  of  the  two  arches  nearest  the  centre  sixty  feet,  and  of  the 
two  extreme  arches  forty-four  feet ;  the  centre  arch  is  twenty-three 
feet  from  low-water  mark.  The  carriage-road  is  eighteen  feet,  and 
three  more  are  allowed  for  a  raised  causeway  for  foot  passengers. 
The  undertaking  cost  ^8000.  raised  by  shares,  carrying  an  interest 
not  exceeding  five  per  cent.  It  was  provided  by  the  act,  that  when 
tho  iocumborancos  should  be  discharged,  the  bridge  should  bec<»uc 
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a  free  bridge.     This  was  effected  by  a  toll  which  ceased,  January  1, 
lS20.—8urtees. 

1762  (Jan.  9.) — War  was  declared  againsi Spain  at  the  usual  places 
in  Newcastle.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  sheriff's  sergeant 
in  the  presence  of  the  mayor,  the  magistrates,  and  other  officers  of 
the  town.  The  procession  was  greeted  by  the  populace,  who  signi- 
fied their  approbation  by  loud  huzzas  and  acclamations. — Newc.  Cowr. 
January  19. — Buried,  "  William  Morley,  Watchmaker.""  (St. 
Nviholai  Register,)  This  singular  individual,  whose  real  name  was 
Moraley,  was  of  good  family  and  the  heir  to  a  considerable  paternal 
estate,  which  was  spent  in  reckless  extravagance  and  eventually  he 
had  to  make  a  living  as  a  watchmaker  in  Newcastle : — He  published 
in  1743,  an  account  of  various  transactions,  which  had  occurred  to 
himself,  previous  to  that  year,  under  the  title  of  ''  The  Unfortunate : 
or,  the  Voyage  and  Adventurers  of  William  Moraley  of  Moraley  in 
Northumberland,  Gent.""  The  late  Mr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  had  a  copy 
of  this  extremely  scarce  tract,  which  at  his  sale,  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  land-surveyor,  a  work  abounding  in  extraordinary 
and  romantic  incidents,  but  which  is  understood  to  have  been  a  faith- 
ful record  of  the  circumstances  of  his  early  life. 

February  26. — The  post  proceeding  from  Newcastle  to  Durham^ 
was  overturned,  and  while  the  boy  went  to  get  assistance,  the  car- 
riage was  broken  open,  and  the  mails  stolen,  in  which  there  were  bills 
from  the  merchants  of  Newcastle,  to  the  amount  of  ^10,000.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  Scotch  mail  was  not  meddled  with. — Gefn£e  Mag. 
March  23. — Died,  Mr.  John  Jopling,  of  Bamardcastle,  aged  108 
years.  He  retained  his  faculties  to  the  last,  and  what  was  remark- 
able, he  had  been  bled  once  a-year  for  many  years. — Netoc.  Cour. 

April  13. — The  twin-daughters  of  the  right  worshipful  Aubone 
Surtees,  esq.,  mayor  of  Newcastle,  were  baptized  at  St.  Nicholas^ 
church  by  the  names  of  Barbara  and  Ann.  The  company  on  the 
occasion  was  of  the  most  brilliant  description,  and  the  ladies  were 
preceded  on  their  return  to  the  mansion-house,  by  the  town'^s  band  of 
music  (waits),  and  saluted  with  peals  of  bells. — Neice.  Jour. 

April  21. — A  black  boy  from  the  Malabar  coast,  who  was  brought 
over  in  admiral  Pocock^s  fleet,  was  baptized  at  St.  Nicholas''  church,  in 
Newcastle,  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Gateshead. — Ibid. 

June  16. — A  girl,  at  Tanfield,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  going 
with  a  lighted  link,  to  bum  some  whins,  a  spark  blew  from  it  and  set 
fire  to  a  stack  of  straw,  which  was  communicated  to  some  thatched 
cottage  houses,  and  twenty-five  of  them  were  burnt  before  it  could 
be  extinguished. — Ihid. 

July  9. — William  Forster  and  William  Bramble,  apprentices  to  a 
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nailor,  at  WinJaton,  being  at  work  together,  and  Bramble  jesting 
Forater  about  a  piece  of  work  he  was  doing,  and  innocently  striking 
him  with  his  hat,  Forster,  intending  to  strike  it  out  of  hie  hand  with 
aa  iron  rod  he  was  working  with,  unfortunately  run  it  into  his  breast; 
and  being  hot,  wounded  him  so  much,  that  though  he  was  immediately 
oairied  to  the  Infirmary,  at  Newcastle,  and  all  proper  care  taken  of 
him,  he  died  on  the  12th. — GiUespy'i  Col. 

1762  (Aug.  9). — Thomas  Goulson  was  executed  at  Durham,  for  the 
murder  of  Thomas  Byers,  of  Sunderlaad. — Newc.  Cour. 

August  15. — The  birth  of  an  heir  to  the  crown  of  these  kingdoms 
(king  George  IV.),  on  the  1 2th  of  this  month,  was  celebrated  in 
Newcastle,  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  other  demonstratiooB  of  joy ; 
and  an  address  of  congratulation  to  his  majesty  on  the  happy  eveat 
was  forwarded  from  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  that  town,  which 
was  presented  by  the  earl  of  Northumberliiud.  Similar  rejoicings 
took  place  at  Durham,  and  at  night  that,  city  was  brilhantly  illumi- 
nated. Addresses  of  congratulation  were  also  sent  from  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  and  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. — Local 
Papers. 

August. — A  large  stone,  computed  to  weigh  upwards  of  20  tons, 
conunooly  called  the  Grey  Mare,  was  taken  out  of  the  river  Tyne, 
opposite  the  glass-houses,  below  the  bridge,  at  Newcastle.  It  was 
weighed  up  with  keels,  under  the  direction  of  captain  Errington,  the 
town's  Burvcyor. — Nmoc.  Cowr. 
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1762  (September  II). — Two  little  boys,  the  one  fiye,  the  other 
three  years  of  age,  sons  to  a  gentleman  in  Pilgrim  street,  Newcastle, 
being  tempted  by  the  beautiful  appearance  of  the  fruit  of  the  Deadly 
Nightshade,  as  it  grew  in  the  garden,  eat  of  it.  The  eldest  died  the 
night  after,  and  the  youngest  after  continuing  16  hours  in  convulsions, 
by  taking  oil,  was  happily  recovered. — Gen£s  Mag, 

September  23. — Thursday  night,  there  was  a  violent  storm  of  wind 
at  S.  E.  which  did  considerable  damage  in  Newcastle,  blowing  down 
many  chimneys,  and  unroofing  several  houses.  Nine  keels  were  sunk 
in  the  river  Tyne,  mo/stly  light,  but  no  lives  were  lost.  In  the  country 
adjacent,  the  storm  was  general,  many  stacks  of  corn,  trees,  and 
chimnies  having  been  blown  down. — Gillespy's  Col. 

September  27. — St.  Ann's  chapel,  Newcastle,  having  become 
ruinous  and  being  too  small  to  contain  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
district  of  that  town,  the  right  worshipful  Aubone  Surtees,  esq., 
mayor,  the  aldermen,  and  common  council,  on  the  above  day,  unani- 
mously resolved  that  a  neat  and  commodious  chapel,  and  in  a  more 
convenient  situation,  should  be  built  at  the  expence  of  the  corpora- 
tion.— Local  Papers. 

October. — ^In  the  beginning  of  this  month,  a  man  with  a  draught, 
about  to  cross  Eltringham-ford,  Northiunberland,  a  person  of  that 
neighbourhood  warned  him  of  his  danger,  as  the  river  was  too  high 
to  do  it  with  safety ;  but  the  caution  being  disregarded  by  the  man, 
he  attempted  it,  and  drove  his  cattle  in,  when,  by  the  rapidity  of 
the  current,  they  were  carried  down,  and  the  man,  two  oxen,  and 
one  horse  were  drowned ;  another  horse  broke  his  traces  and  escaped. 
— GiUespjfa  Col. 

November  22,  Monday. — The  town  clerk's  office  in  Newcastle  waa 
broke  open,  and  robbed  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  A  peiBim 
named  Barnes  was  apprehended  on  siispicion,  and  afterwards  confessed 
that  he  with  one  Gaul,  purposed  during  the  winter  to  have  robbed 
Mr.  Dalton,  goldsmith,  having  already  poisoned  his  shop  dog. — GmCs. 
Mag. 

November. — About  the  close  of  this  month  a  Scotch  smuggler  put 
into  Holy  Island,  pretending  to  be  bound  from  Holland  to  Norway. 
Two  Gustom-House  officers  being  put  on  board,  the  captain  immedi- 
at'ely  hove  up  his  anchors  and  put  to  sea,  carrying  them  and  the  king's 
boat  with  him ;  and  having  put  the  officers  into  the  boat,  and  given 
them  a  bottle  of  brandy  and  some  biscuit,  wished  them  well  on  shore, 
where  they  arrived  safe,  though  greatly  disappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions of  a  valuable  seizure. — Gillespy's  Col. 

December. — As  two  men  were  driving  a  bull  from  a  field  on  ibe 
north  load,  near  Stannington,  he  broke  from  them  and  leaped  over  a 
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hedgs,  under  which  two  women  were  resting  thenuelTea,  and  fklling 
on  them,  one  was  killed  instantly,  and  the  other  much  hurt. — Newc. 
dm.  Mag. 

1762  (Deo.  27).— When  John  TweddeU,  esq.,  of  Unthank,  North- 
nmberland,  was  hunting  on  the  rocky  moor  of  Ramshaw,  one  of  the 
party  searching  for  a  hare,  found  in  a  cavity  of  the  rocks,  a  large 
quantity  of  silver  ooins  of  Edward  the  first  and  second. — (NewcattU 
Cmtrant)  Probably  left  there  by  some  soldier  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
Sootch  army  from  Stanhope  park  in  1327. — Hodgto^t  NortAd. 

Spring  Garden-Une  Chapel,  (Presbyterian)  Sunderland,  founded. 
The  register  of  baptisms  extending  from  1766  to  1824  and  from  1826 
to  1837.— iiep.  of  Pari.  Com. 

This  year,  in  di^ng  up  some  of  the  foundaUona  of  the  Roman 
station  at  Caermtrran,  in  Northumberland,  some  very  large  coal  cin- 
ders were  turned  up,  which  glowed  in  the  fire  like  other  cinders,  and 
were  not  known  from  them  when  taken  out.  This  is  an  incontestable 
proof  that  the  Romans  were  well  acquainted  with  our  pit  coal. — 
Iiocal.  Sec. 

In  digging  a  grave  in  a  pew  under  one  of  the  windows  of  Simon- 
bum  church,  in  Northumberland,  this  year,  a  very  remarkable  skull 
was  turned  up  with  the  spade ;  on  the  book  part  of  it,  the  figure 
of  a  large  escallop-shell ;  at  one  of  the  auditories,  the  figure  of  a 
toroular  shell,  likeascrew.  (WalliiJ  It  has  been  frequently  regret- 
ted that  Mr.  Wallis  should  have  treated  of  this  great  curiosity  so 
slightly.  "  He  does  not  even  say,'"  observes  Hutchinson,  "  whether 
these  impressions  were  sculptured,  or  adhesions  of  petrified  matter. 
In  either  case,  it  would  have  gratified  the  virtuoso  to  have  had  a 
perfect  description.  We  read  of  that  degree  of  wantonness  and  in- 
humanity, that  the  skulls  of  enemies,  at  public  festivals,  were  used  for 
drinking  cups,  Wbb  this  ornamented  with  Bculpture,  it  would  lead 
to  an  apprehension  it  was  once  employed  in  such  unhallowed  rites. 
If  these  were  petrifactions,  it  would  still  be  more  wonderful." 
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1762. — About  this  year,  Rowland  Wetherald,  a  teacher  of  mathe- 
matice,  settled  in  Sunderland,  and  was  the  first  printer  in  that  town. 
He  commenced  in  the  High-street,  and  afterwarde  removed  to  Maud's- 
lane,  whore  the  business  was  carried  on  till  his  death,  which  happened 
Juno  I9th,  \79l.—Garbuif 8  Hut.  of  Sunderland. 


1763  {Jan.  10).— Workmen  began  to  pull  down  that  part  of  the 
town-wall  which  extended  from  the  Sandhill  along  the  quay  to  Sand- 
gate,  Newcoatle,  the  corporation  of  that  town  having,  on  their  petj- 
tion,  obtained  an  order  of  the  privy  council  to  remove  it  at  their  own 
expence, — (Bratid).  The  above  engraving,  from  Buck's  view  of 
Newcastle,  published  in  1745,  shews  the  waJl  at  Sandhill  comer 
where  it  adjoined  the  Maison  de  Dieu,  founded  by  Roger  Thornton 
about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV. 

January  17. — On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  Newcastle,  a  meeting  of  the  common-council  was  held  at  the 
mansion  house,  and  the  guild  in  the  town's-court,  and  on  the  19th 
(Wednesday)  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  were  held  in 
the  mansion-house  on  the  same  account. — Local  Papers. 

January  18. — After  st^veral  weeks  of  severe  frost,  most  of  the 
rivers  in  this  part  of  the  country  were  so  effectually  frozen  over,  as 
to  render  them  capable  of  sustaining  a  number  of  persons  for  miles 
together.  The  river  Wear,  upon  which  there  waa  a  clear  passage 
from  Chester-le-Htreet  to  Durham,  was  greatly  resorted  to  by  the 
gentlemen  of  that  neighbourhood  for  the  exercise  of  skaiting.  At 
Alnwick  during  this  intense  frost,  skaiting  was  much  practised  on  the 
river  there,  particularly  on  the  above  day,  which  was  celebrated  as 
the  anniversary  of  her  majesty's  birth,  when  a  great  concourse  of 
people  assembled  to  see  the  performances  of  the  skajters,  who  had  a 
tent  fixed  on  the  ice  wherein  they  dined,  and  the  ladies  who  went  as 
spectators  were  regaled  with  wine,  &c.     At  Hexham,  a  whole  sheep 
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waa  roasted  upon  the  ice,  and  great  numbers  assembled  to  witness  the 
various  diversions  which  were  going  on  daily. — Local  Papers. 

1 763  (Feb.)-One  night  in  the  beginning  of  this  month,  a  poor  woman 
went  to  a  farmer^s  house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brancepeth,  and 
begged  for  lodgings,  on  which  she  was  permitted  to  go  into  the  bam, 
where  she  went  to  rest.  But  about  two  o^dock  next  morning  she 
was  suddenly  awakened  by  a  sudden  rattling  at  the  door,  which  was 
soon  forced  open  by  two  or  three  men,  who  entered  with  a  number  of 
sacks,  and  began  to  fill  them  with  unwinnowed  com.  In  the  mean- 
while the  woman  lay  quiet,  till  one  of  the  intruders  cursing  his 
companions  for  not  bringing  another  man  to  hold  the  sacks,  she 
jumped  up,  and  oiTered  her  assistance,  crying,  Fll  hold  the  pokes  for 
you ;  on  which  they  all  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  several 
of  the  sacks  behind  them. — Gillespy's  CoL 

Feb.  16. — Died  at  East  Thirston,  in  the  parish  of  Felton,  North- 
umberland, Mr.  Thomas  Heron,  aged  109  years, — Local  Papers. 

Febmary  18. — The  petitions  of  the  right  worshipful  Cuthbert 
Smith,  esq.,  mayor,  and  the  common  council  of  Newcastle,  and  that 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  corporation  for  lighting  the  streets  of 
that  town,  were  presented  to  parliament. — Ibid. 

February  23. — A  fire  engine  cylinder  was  landed  at  Wincomblee 
coal-staith,  on  the  river  Tyne,  for  the  use  of  Walker  colliery,  which 
surpassed  every  thing  of  the  kind  which  had  been  seen  in  the  north. 
The  diameter  of  the  bore  measured  upwards  of  74  inches,  and  it  was 
10^  feet  in  length.  Its  weight,  exclusive  of  the  bottom  and  the  piston? 
was  6^  tons,  containing  altogether  between  10  and  11  tons  of  metal. 
The  bore  was  turned  perfectly  round  and  well  polished.  It  was  con- 
sidered a  complete  piece  of  work,  and  did  honour  to  Golebrook  Dale 
foundry  in  Shropshire,  where  it  was  manufactured.  When  the  engine 
to  which  this  cylinder  was  attached  was  completed,  it  would  have  a 
force  to  raise  above  307  cwt  of  water. — lUd, 

February. — Died,  at  Haltwhistle,  in  Northumberland,  Thomas 
Pratt,  aged  115  years.  His  faculties  were  so  strong,  that  he  sang  a 
song  a  few  days  before  he  died. — Ihid, 

March  11. — It  blew  a  hurricane  of  wind  at  South-East.  Two 
ships  were  wrecked  near  Sunderland  harbour.  A  sloop,  in  attempt- 
ing to  enter  the  harbour  at  Shields,  was  upset,  and  all  hands  were 
drowned.  A  large  vessel,  name  unknown,  attempting  the  harbour  at 
Holy  Island,  struck  on  the  Megstone,  and  immediately  sunk ;  all  the 
crew  perished.  Another,  a  brigantine,  very  near  the  entrance  of  the 
bar,  shared  the  same  misfortune  ;  a  third,  a  sloop  belonging  to  Lynn, 
and  laden  vrith  coals  from  Sunderland,  soon  succeeded  to  the  fate  of 
the  former.    The  Nancy,  a  brigantine  belonging  to  Plymouth,  laden 
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also  with  coals  from  the  same  port,  missing  the  bar,  overset  among 
the  breakers,  and  immediately  righting  again,  drove  upon  the  rocks 
at  the  Gastle-point ;  but  four  of  her  hands  were  saved,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  boat  from  the  shore.  The  rest,  among  whom  waa  the 
master,  having  been  washed  overboard.  A  ship,  appearing  to  be 
pretty  large,  was  seen  upon  one  of  the  Fam  Islands.  One  also  sunk 
to  the  eastward  of  the  Islands,  and  another  overset,  lay  floating  in 
the  Fairway.  Half  a  sloop  was  driven  ashore  near  Berwick,  and  ihe 
fore-part  of  another  smaller  one  near  Budle.  In  shoit  the  shores 
were  strewed  with  wrecks  and  dead  bodies,  and  of  about  twenty  sail 
which  got  safe  into  Holy  Island,  many  had  lost  their  masts,  and 
otherwise  received  damage ;  and  the  men  were  generally  half-dead 
with  hardship  and  {atigne.—Gillefpy's  Col, 

1763. — (March  II). — As  some  men  were  digging  in  Axwell  park, 
Durham,  they  discovered  an  urn  with  a  little  dust  in  it,  and,  by  going 
further,  they  found  a  large  stone  coffin,  in  which  was  a  skull  with 
the  teeth  very  fresh,  and  several  bones  of  a  great  size, — Local  Papen, 
March  29. — The  right  worshipful  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  New- 
castle, attended  by  their  officers,  proclaimed  the  peace  with  France 
and  Spain  at  the  usual  places  with  the  accustomed  formalities,  amidst 
a  great  concourse  of  the  inhabitants,  who  expressed  tlieir  satisfaction 
by  the  most  joyful  acclamations. — lUd. 

March  30. — Died,  at  his  seat  at  Blagdon, 
sir  Matthew  White,  bart.  He  was  high- 
sheriff  of  Northumberland  in  1756,  in  which 
year  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood ; 
and  on  May  8,  was  created  a  baronet,  with 
remainder  to  the  heirs  male  of  his  sister 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Matthew  Ridley,  esq. 
He  was  a  colonel  in  the  Northumberiand 
militia,  and  a  vice-president  of  the  Infirm- 
ary, at  Newcastle.  He  waa  buried  at 
All  Saints^  church. — HodgsofCs  Northd.  ^c. 
April. — ^An  act  for  lighting  the  streets,  and  other  places,  and 
maintaining  a  nightly  watch  within  the  town  and  county  of  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne ;  and  for  regulating  the  hackney  coachmen  and  chairmen, 
oartmen,  porters,  and  watermen,  within  the  same ;  received  the  royal 
assent.  The  public  lamps  set  up  in  Newcastle,  pursuant  to  act  of 
parliament,  were  lighted  for  the  first  time,  and  the  watchmen  went 
their  rounds  in  their  several  districts  on  the  29th  of  September  the 
same  year. — Loccd  Papers. 

April. — This  month,  workmen  began  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
new  square  at  North  Shields,  called  Dockwray  square,  the  ground 
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having  been  the  property  of  a  gentleman  of  that  name.-Local  Papers. 

1763  (April).  —  Died  at  Newbrough,  in  the  parish  of  Warden, 
Northumberland,  Alice  Wilson,  aged  111  years.  She  enjoyed  good 
health  till  within  three  days  of  her  death.  There  was  living  in  the  same 
parish,  at  the  same  time,  a  woman  115  years  old,  who  rode  abroad 
and  practised  midwifery. — Gillespy's  CoL 

May  1. — William  Douglas,  a  felon,  made  his  escape  from  the  gaol 
of  Newgate,  Newcastle.  He  was  confined  for  having  robbed  the  oflBce 
of  his  master,  Mr.  Armorer,  in  the  Broad  chare  in  that  town. — 
Local  Papers. 

May  5. — ^Being  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  thanksgiving  for 
peace,  at  Newcastle,  the  morning  was  ushered  in  with  ringing  of 
bells,  &c.  Service  was  performed  in  the  several  churches,  and  at 
noon  the  magistrates  and  other  gentlemen  assembled  on  the  Sandhill, 
where  several  exceUent  vollies  were  fired  by  the  North  British  fusileers, 
after  which,  their  majesties^  healths  were  drank  from  a  fountain  run- 
ning wine,  erected  for  the  occasion,  and  then  left  to  the  poj)ulace,  who 
made  excellent  diversion.  A  grand  entertainment  was  given  at  the 
mansion-house.  In  the  evening  there  was  an  assembly,  and  the  day 
concluded  with  illuminations,  guns  firing,  &c. — Ibid. 

May  12. — A  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  perform- 
ed in  the  Spring-gardens,  at  the  head  of  Gallowgate,  Newcastle. 
Similar  concerts  were  intended  to  be  given  every  Thursday  evening 
for  sixteen  weeks  each  summer.  Tickets  for  the  season  half  a 
guine^t.  Non-subscribers  to  pay  one  shilling  each  at  the  gate. 
The  first  night  there  was  a  most  numerous  and  genteel  audience, 
who  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  the  performances.  The  per- 
formers were  several  gentlemen  of  the  choir  at  Durham,  the  band 
belonging  lord  George  Lennoxes  regiment,  and  the  town^s  music. — 
Ibid. 

May  18,  Wednesday. — The  foundation  stone  of  a  new  bridge  over 
the  Tweed,  at  Comhill,  was  laid  by  the  right  hon.  Alex,  earl  of  Hume, 
in  presence  of  the  trustees  appointed  for  that  purpose.  It  is  called 
the  Union-bridge,  and  his  lordship  prayed  stability  to  the  work,  that 
it  might  remain  a  monument  of  real  union  between  the  two  people 
to  the  latest  posterity. — Genfs.  Mag. 

May  26. — ^Died,  at  his  son's  house,  at  Axwell  park  lodge,  Mr. 
fiichard  Teasdale,  of  Slaley,  in  Northumberland,  aged  103. — Local 
Papers. 

May. — ^A  subscription  was  opened  for  the  erection  of  a  public 
hospital,  in  Newcastle,  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  belonging  to  the 
counties  of  Durham,  Newcastle,  and  Northumberland,  towards  which 
fflT  Walter  Blackett,  bart.  contributed  £1,000.— Hodgson's  Northd. 
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1763  (May  31).— The  old  colours  of  the  25th  regiment  of  foot 
(lord  George  Lennox'^s),  quartered  in  Newcastle,  being  much  uxnmded 
in  Germany,  and  particularly  at  the  glorious  and  ever  memorable 
battle  of  Minden,  were  buried  with  military  honours. — Local  Papers. 

June. — Died,  near  Stockton,  Durham,  Rachel  Weatherby,  aged 
110  years.  She  could  read  without  spectacles,  and  retained  her 
memory  to  the  last. — Hid, 

June. — This  month,  Joseph  Oxley,  of  Russell's  factory,  near  New- 
castle, obtained  a  patent,  for  an  invention  of  a  machine  for  drawing 
coals  out  of  coal-pits  by  the  help  of  fire. — Ibid, 

July  1. — Patent  granted  to  Alex.  Cockbum,  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  fishmonger,  for  his  new  method  of  curing  salmon  with  spices. 
— Genfs.  Mag, 

July. — Sir  Edward  Blaokett,  baronet,  built  a  school  at  Matfen, 
Northumberland,  for  the  children  of  his  tenants,  workmen,  and 
labourers ;  and  settled  a  salary  upon  a  school-master  to  instruct 
them  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. — Gillespy's  Col, 

August  1. — Margaret  Middleton,  alias  Coulson,  was  executed  at 
Durham.  She  had  been  employed  by  a  township  in  Durham,  to  take 
a  pauper  child,  called  Lucy  Elliott  alias  Gurry,  to  NorthaUerton,  its 
place  of  settlement.  She  received  the  wages  of  her  journey  before- 
hand, and  carried  the  child  only  as  far  as  the  river  Browney,  not  two 
miles  from  Durham,  where  she  drowned  it  on  the  24th  June. — 
Local  Papers, 

August  8. — A  beggar  woman  named  Ann  Forster,  coming  from 
Morpeth,  met  with  a  child  about  three  years  old,  belonging  to  a 
person  at  Shotton  Edge,  near  Blagdon,  that  had  strayed  a  little  way 
from  home,  she  took  it  up  and  carried  it  oiT.  Being  soon  missed, 
diligent  search  was  made  for  it,  but  to  no  effect,  till  a  dog  which  used 
to  follow  it,  was  observed  to  make  motions  to  go  towards  Newcastle, 
on  which  they  followed  him  to  Gateshead,  a  distance  of  nine  miles, 
when  the  father  got  intelligence  of  such  a  child  being  seen  with  a 
beggar  woman,  whom  he  soon  found,  took  the  child  from  her,  and 
brought  her  before  Matthew  Ridley,  esq.,  at  Blagdon,  who  commi1>- 
ted  her  to  the  house  of  correction  at  Morpeth. — Ibid. 

August  23. — Tuesday,  died,  after  thirty  hours  illness,  William 
Williamson,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Whickham,  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Durham,  and  brother  of  sir  Hedworth  Wil- 
liamson, bart. — Gillespjfs  Col. 

September  9. — Was  launched  from  Airey  and  Company's  yard, 
near  Newcastle,  a  frigate,  carrying  twenty-eight  guns,  named  the 
Solebay,  of  which  captain  William  Hay  was  appointed  commander. — 
Ibid. 
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1763  (Sep.). — Early  in  this  month  a  ship  belonging  to  Yarmouth 
took  fire,  by  accident,  in  Sunderland  harbour,  when  they  cut  away 
her  masts  and  sunk  her,  by  which  means  the  fire  was  extinguished. — 
GiOespy's  Col. 

September  15. — The  earl  of  Northumberland  having  been  appoint- 
ed by  his  majesty  king  George  III.,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  set 
out  with  his  family  and  a  splendid  retinue,  from  Northumberland 
house,  London,  to  enter  upon  that  high  ofiice.  The  Middlesex  militia 
were  drawn  out  on  Finchley  common,  in  compliment  to  his  lordship 
as  he  passed  along ;  his  lordship  halted  and  reviewed  them,  and  then 
passed  on  his  journey.  His  lordship  arrived  at  Dublin,  on  the  21st, 
and  was  received  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy  by  all  degrees  of 
people. — Local  Bee. 

September. — There  was  in  a  gentleman'^s  garden,  in  Durham,  an 
old  pear-tree,  on  which  there  was  ripe  fruit  and  blossoms  at  the  same 
time ;  and  what  was  remarkable,  the  tree  had  never  been  known  to 
bear  fruit  before. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

September. — Four  millions  of  bricks  were  ordered  to  be  made  at 
Newcastle,  for  intended  additions  to  Greenwich  hospital. — Ibid. 

October  8. — Was  launched  from  Holy  Island  harbour,  a  vessel 
named  the  Sally,  built  by  Mr.  Edward  Byram.  It  was  a  very  hand- 
some vessel  of  25  keels. — Local  Papers. 

October  10. — By  order  of  the  postmaster-general,  the  mail  from 
Newcastle  to  Edinburgh,  and  other  parts  of  Scotland,  was  extended 
to  twice  a-week,  namely  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays — GiUeipjfs  Col. 

October  12. — Wednesday,  trial  was  made  before  several  gentlemen 
concerned  in  the  coal  trade,  and  some  eminent  viewers,  of  a  machine 
erected  for  sir  John  Hussey  Delaval,  bart.  at  Seaton,  for  which  a 
patent  had  recently  been  obtained  for  drawing  coals  by  fire ;  when 
they  expressed  great  satisfaction,  and  declared  it  exceeded  their 
expectations.  It  was  looked  upon  as  the  greatest  improvement  in 
the  coal  trade  since  the  fire  engine. — Ihid. 

October  23. — In  the  evening,  Susannah  Nicholson,  a  washerwoman, 
residing  in  the  Back-row,  Newcastle,  with  a  small  knife  cut  and  man- 
gled herself  in  a  most  cruel  manner :  she  cut  off  her  nose,  and  both 
her  ears,  the  upper  eyelids  of  both  eyes,  most  part  of  the  under  lip 
and  part  of  the  upper;  she  also  cut  about  four  inches  across  her 
throat,  and  also  cut  off  part  of  both  her  breasts,  and  finished  her  un- 
paralleled cruelty  by  stabbing  herself  in  the  left  side,  which  entered 
into  the  cavity  of  the  breast.  In  this  most  awful  and  horrid  state  she 
lived  until  the  next  day.  Coroner's  verdict,  limacy.  An  account  of 
this  suicide  found  its  way  into  the  Paris  papers,  soon  after  it  happen- 
ed, and  excited  the  horror  and  conuniseration  of  all  Europe. — Brand. 
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1763  (November  1). — A  lodge  of  free  masons  was  constituted  at 
the  lioiiae  of  Mr.  John  Fife,  publican.  Three  Duirs  Heads,  in  the 
Castle  garth,  Newcastle,  in  due 
form,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
hoD.  Thomas  Erskine.  earl  of 
Kelly,  viscount  Feiiton,  lord  bar- 
on of  Pittenweem,  grand  master 
of  ancient  masons  in  Ureat  Urit- 
ain.*  The  warrant  of  this  lodge 
was  No.  120,  and  though  the 
date  and  place  of  its  first  estab- 
lishment are  not  known,  it  is 
clear  that  it  must  have  been  in 
existence  some  considerable  time 
previous  to  the  above  date,  as 
there  still  exists  a  cash-book  of 
the  lodge  which  commences,  April 
5, 17b'3,  John  Fife,  treasurer,  and 
the  iirst  item  is  a  balance  of  cash 
brought  forward  from  some  prior 
me  -THREE  bCLLs  HEAM,"  i8«.  document.     The  first  warrant  of 

constitution  is  dated  the  19th  day  of  September,  1763.  The  sum- 
mons-plate which  belonged  to  No.  120,  was  subsequentlj'  used  by  St. 
Nicholas'  lodge,  as  late  as  the  year  1786:  what  has  become  of  the 
eeaU  and  certificate  plates  cannot  now  be  ascertained  .■!■ 

November  26. — This  being  the  day  on  which  lord  Ossuleton,  son 
of  the  earl  of  Tankerville,  attained  his  21»t  year,  it  was  niagnificently 
celebrated  at  Ghillingham  castle,  Wooler,  and  various  other  places. — 
Local  Paperg. 

December  1. — Karly  in  the  morning  it  began  to  rain  at  Newcastle, 
witli'tho  wind  at  S.  E.,  which  continued  that  day  with  the  wind  very 
high  and  veering  betwen  E.  and  N.  E.  At  night  it  blew  in  a  tem- 
pestuous manner,  when  great  damage  was  done  to  several  houses  by 
the  fall  of  chimnies,  &c. ;  an<l  by  the  prodigious  swell  of  the  river, 
which  was  at  least  three  feet  higher  than  ever  known,  tlie  shops, 
cellars,  and  warehouses,  in  the  Close,  Sandhill,  Quayside,  and  Gates- 
head, were  many  of  them  filled  with  water.  The  damage  was  com- 
puted at  upwards  of  J?4,000,  The  water  about  two  o'clock  on  the 
J'ollowing  morning,  was  full  three  feet  deep  betwueii  the  town-wali  and 
the  liouses  on  the  Quayside.  A  quantity  of  timber  Seated  half  way 
up  tlio  Broad  chare ;   and  the  sloop  IJilly,  belonging  to  Newcastle, 
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lying  opposite  to  the  old  Custom-house,  was  driven  upon  the  quay, 
where  she  was  left  by  the  fall  of  the  tide,  but  in  the  afternoon  was 
safely  launched,  as  were  several  keels  and  boats.  Several  houses 
above  bridge,  contiguous  to  the  river,  were  laid  under  water.  Some 
poor  people  lost  part  of  their  furniture  ;  and  an  old  woman  was  swept 
away  from  her  house,  near  the  Team ;  and  an  ox,  which  had  broke 
loose  from  a  slaughter-house  at  the  Westgate,  ran  into  the  river  and 
was  drowned.  At  Shields,  his  majesty ''s  ship  Solebay,  and  about  20 
light  and  laden  colliers,  broke  from  their  moorings  and  drove  towards 
the  bar;  but  the  weather  soon  after  becoming  temperate,  and  the 
wind  changing  to  the  southward,  the  Solebay  and  most  of  the  other 
vessels  were  brought  to  and  got  safe  into  harbour.  There  was  at  the 
same  time,  a  very  high  tide  in  the  river  Wear. — Local  Papers. 

1763  (Dec.  9). — In  the  evening  a  fire  broke  out  in  Mr.  Simpson'^s 
blue  manufactory,  on  the  Tyne,  above  the  smelt  house,  west  of 
Newcastle,  which  did  great  damage,  but  by  the  diligence  of  the 
workmen,  it  was  happily  got  under  before  the  whole  was  consumed. — 
IMd, 

December. — As  the  workmen  at  Alnwick  castle,  were  taking  up 
the  foundation  of  an  ancient  tower,  one  of  them  found  a  gold  ring, 
the  annulus  of  which  bore  the  following  inscription  : — ^^  Esperance  me 
comforter  As  the  ring  was  esteemed  a  great  curiosity,  it  was  pre- 
served by  Mr.  Robert  Maddison,  bailiff  of  the  castle,  for  the  noble 
owner. — Gents.  Mag. 

This  year,  there  was  living  in  a  little  hut  at  Byker-hill,  near  New- 
castle, a  man  named  Robert  Jackson,  aged  110  years.  He  was  a 
soldier  under  James  11.,  William  and  Mary,  queen  Ann,  and  Greorge 
I.,  and  had  been  in  the  battles  of  the  Boyne,  Almanza,  Malplaquet, 
SheriiRnuir,  and  Glenshiel.  In  his  hut  he  solicited  the  charity  of  the 
humane  passengers. — Local  Bee. 

About  this  period  the  church  at  Ghatton,  Northumberland,  was 
erected.  It  stands  on  the  south  side  of  the  village,  and  is  dedicated 
to  the  Holy  Gross.  The  parsonage  house  was  formerly  an  embattled 
tower,  in  which  the  vicar  could  preserve  his  most  valuable  effects  from 
a  sudden  surprise  of  the  Borderers.  The  church-yard  stands  so  near 
the  river  Till,  that,  during  floods,  a  great  part  of  it  is  covered  with 
water.  In  the  chancel  of  the  church,  a  French  colour  is  exhibited, 
which  was  taken  by  lieutenant  Samuel  Gook  (son  of  the  present  vicar) 
in  the  Swallow  frigate,  after  an  engagement  with  a  vessel  of  superior 
force. — Mackenzie's  Northd.  1824. 

1763-4. — Winston  bridge,  near  Gainford,  Durham,  was  built,  from 
a  plan  designed  by  sir  Thomas  Robinson.  The  arch  is  the  segment 
of  a  circle,  measuring  112  feet  span,  in  22  feet  broad,  and  20  feet 
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between  the  parapet  walla.  At  the  time  of  its  erection,  it  was  Bfud 
by  architects  to  be  the  largest  arch  in  Europe.  The  elevation  is  such 
as  to  render  the  road  level  with  the  Yorkshire  aide  of  the  Tees  :  it  b 
built  of  blueiah  rag-stone,  of  a  hard,  heavy,  and  durable  nature. — 
Mackenzie  and  Jtoet^  Dvr. 

1764. — About  this  period,  aevera]  pieces  of  broken  apears  and 
swords,  and  some  Roman  coina  were  found  on  an  eminence  about  300 
yards  north-west  of  Howick  bum,  Northumberland,  where  are  the 
remajns  of  a  Bonian  camp.  Half  a  mile  west  from  Howiok-hall,  a  man 
named  Holmes,  when  digging,  found  several  gold  rings,  linked  in  the 
form  of  a  gorget.  We  have  not  been  able  to  leom  how  it  was  dis- 
posed of.  Near  the  Pasture-house,  while  digging  a  gravel  pit,  several 
large  urns  were  found,  about  four  feet  below  the  surface ;  but  they 
fell  to  pieces  when  exposed  to  the  air.  Adjoining  the  same  place, 
when  dealing  the  face  of  a  limestone  rock,  the  quarrymen  found  a 
quantity  of  human  bones.  The  bodies  had  been  interred  in  the  aide 
of  the  rock. — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

January  24. — Tuesday,  John  Winter  and  John  Bawlinson,  eoo- 
pers,  and  Thomas,  alias  Mary  M'Carter,  a  chimney-sweeper,  were 
apprehended  at  a  public  house  in  Pipewellgate,  Gateshead,  and  caz^ 
ried  before  the  rev.  Mr.  Lambe,  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace,  for  the  county  of  Durham,  being  charged  with  diaorderiy  beha- 
viour ;  and  not  being  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  themselves, 
they  were  all  committed  to  Durham  gaol.  In  the  examination, 
M*  Garter  was  discovered  to  be  a  woman,  though  she  had  served  a 
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r^ular  apprentioeehip  to  a  chimneyHSweeper,  and  followed  that  busi- 
nesB  for  several  years. — Oilletpj/*8  Col. 

1764  (Jan.)  .--Sir  Walter  Blaokett,  baronet,  with  his  wonted  gen- 
erosity, added  a  further  sum  of  <£*600.  to  his  former  subscription  of 
jPIOOO.  towards  carrying  into  execution  the  plan  on  foot  for  establish- 
ing an  hospital  for  lunatics  at  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

February  5. — Sunday  afternoon,  the  Jane  and  Eleanor,  Redman, 
from  London,  with  merchant  goods  for  Newcastle,  in  coming  up  the 
Tyne  in  a  high  wind,  missed  stays,  and  drove  with  such  violence 
against  Hebbum-quay,  that  her  anchor  was  struck  into  her  bow,  and 
she  immediately  sunk.  Next  day  she  was  weighed  and  got  up  to  the 
quay,  but  her  cargo  was  considerably  damaged. — Ibid. 

February  23. — Thursday,  died  in  the  Close,  Newcastle,  aged  116, 
Ralph  Hart,  formerly  a  weaver,  who  had  for  some  years  previously 
been  maintained  by  the  corporation.  He  had  been  favoured  with 
good  health,  and  retained  his  mental  faculties  to  the  last. — Ibid, 

February  25. — Early  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  fore- 
castle of  the  ship  European,  of  Whitby,  lying  in  Shields  harbour,  but 
it  was  extinguished  before  the  vessel  was  entirely  consumed. — Ibid. 

Februaiy  25. — Died  at  Newcastle,  unmarried,  Mr.  Sparrow,  worth 
^20,000 ;  but  yet  he  lodged  in  a  garret. — Genfa.  Mag, 

March  12. — The  north  arch  of  Witton  bridge,  near  Hamsterley, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  gave  way  by  suddenly  springing  upwards. 
Loeal  Paper%. 

March  20. — The  fine  harbour  at  Seaton  Sluice,  about  half  a  mile 
north  from  Hartley,  in  Northumberland,  which  bad  been  some  years 
in  making  by  sir  John  Hussey  Delaval,  was  finished,  and  on  the  above 
day  two  ships  went  in,  in  full  sail  through  the  canal  cut  out  of  a  solid 
rock  900  feet  long,  54  feet  deep,  and  30  feet  broad.  An  elegant 
entertainment  was  given  by  sir  John  to  a  great  number  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen ;  three  oxen,  several  sheep,  and  plenty  of  strong  ale,  were 
given  to  the  workmen.  On  the  22nd,  the  Warkworth,  captain  Gurry, 
a  vessel  of  13  keels  of  coals  safled  out  of  the  new  harbour,  being  the 
first  after  its  completion.*  The  original  harbour  here  was  formed  by 
sir  Ralph  Delaval,  bart.  ^^  Charles  the  Second,  who  had  a  great 
taste  for  matters  of  this  kind,  made  him  coUector  and  surveyor  of  his 
own  port.*"-!-  It  is  called  Seaton-Sluice,  from  the  sluice  and  flood- 
gates which  sir  Ralph  invented  to  scour  the  harbour.  The  new 
entrance  was  planned  by  Thomas  Delaval,  esq.  who,  having  resided 
some  time  at  Hamburgh,  obtained  considerable  wealth,  and  a  passion 
for  commerce.    The  copperas  and  glass-works  at  Hartley  were  com- 

*  Local  Records.        t  Hatchintoii. 


118  LOCAL    HISTOniAN'*!)!  [a.D.  1764. 

roenced  by  this  gentleman,  who  subsequently  sold  all  his  concern  here 
to  his  brother,  the  late  lord  Delaval. — HodgsarCs  Northd.  8<?o.  S^c. 

1764  (March  24) -Was  published  the  first  number  of  the  Newcastle 
Chronicle,  or  General  Weekly  Advertiser,  newspaper,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Slack.  It  is  still  published  under  its  first  title  by  his  grandsons, 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  James  Hodgson. — Local  Bee. 

March. — The  society  of  arts  presented  a  premium  of  ten  guineas 
to  Mr.  Handyside,  of  Wooler,  in  Northumberland,  for  the  second 
best  painting  in  enamel. — Ibid. 

April  1. — Notices  were  given  in  the  newspapers,  that  on  account  of 
the  great  eclipse  on  this  day  (Sunday),  morning  service  would  not 
be  begun  in  any  of  the  churches  in  Newcastle,  until  12  o'^clock, 
and  evening  service  not  before  4  o''clock. — Ibid, 

April  13,  Friday. — Arrived  at  the  earl  of  Northumberland's  stables, 
two  stallions  which  had  been  purchased  in  Arabia,  for  his  lordship,  at 
a  cost  of  500  guineas  each.  They  travelled  by  way  of  Aleppo  to 
Scanderoon,  whence  they  were  shipped  to  Marseilles,  and  proceeded 
thence  through  France. — Gents  Mag. 

Msi,y  3. — About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  James.  Lavme,  a 
journeyman  shoemaker,  broke  into  St.  Andrew's  church,  Newcastle, 
through  one  of  the  back  windows,  and  stripped  the  linings  off  two  or 
three  of  the  pews,  to  a  considerable  value.  He  was  that  day  appre- 
hended, and  being  carried  before  the  magistrates,  he  confessed  the 
fact  and  was  committed  to  Newgate,  to  take  his  trial  at  the  next 
assizes. — Gillespy's  CoL 

May  10. — The  right  worshipiiil  William  Clayton,  esq.,  mayor  of 
Newcastle,  several  of  the  aldermen,  and  the  building  committee, 
marked  out  a  piece  of  ground  near  the  old  St.  Ann^s  chapel,  at  the 
east  end  of  Sandgate,  for  a  new  edifice  on  a  plan  to  hold  600  people. 
The  old  chapel  being  too  small  and  having  become  ruinous. — Local 
Papers. 

May  14. — Was  taken  in  lord  Northumberland's  fishery  at  New- 
bum  (among  many  other  large  ones)  a  salmon,  which  measured  five 
feet  and  a  half  in  length,  was  twenty  eight  inches  round,  and  weighed 
fifty  four  pounds,  being  the  biggest  fish  of  the  kind  ever  known  to  be 
taken  in  the  river  Tyne. — Gillespt/*s  CoL 

June  4. — The  grand  illumination  designed  by  the  earl  and  counteas 
of  Northumberland,  as  a  compliment  to  his  majesty's  birth  day,  was 
this  evening  exhibited  at  Northumberland  house,  in  the  Strand  Lon- 
don; 1,500  persons  of  distinction  were  invited;  the  garden  was 
decorated  with  10,000  lamps;  400  were  fixed  to  the  balustrades, 
descending  by  the  steps ;  these  had  a  most  beautiful  effect.  There 
was  a  grand  display  of  fireworks  of  the  most  costly  kind.     Two  bands 
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of  music  were  provided,  one  in  the  great  gallery,  which  was  most 
splendidly  illuminated ;  the  other  in  the  garden ;  each  answered  the 
other  alternately ;  and  upon  the  Marquis  of  Granby^s  entrance,  struck 
up—"  He  comes,  he  comes,  the  conquering  hero  comes !  ^'  which  was 
instantly  foUowed  by  a  general  huzza  from  the  whole  company. — 
Local  Rec. 

1764  (June  16)  .-Died  at  Stranton,  near  Morpeth,  Elizabeth  Elsdon, 
aged  106  years.  She  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last.  Her  husband 
died  the  January  preceding,  aged  104  years.  In  the  same  place  there 
was  living  at  that  time,  Elizabeth  Wheeler,  aged  104,  in  such  health 
and  vigour  as  to  be  able  to  walk  20  miles  a  day. — Newc>  Cour, 

June  23. — ^A  very  extraordinary  accident  happened.  Two  he-asses 
being  most  furiously  engaged  in  battle,  upon  Tyne-bridge,  a  country 
woman  who  was  passing  them,  unfortunately  coming  within  their 
reach,  had  one  finger  bit  off  her  right  hand,  and  two  others  crushed 
in  a  shocking  manner. — She  was  taken  to  the  Infirmary. — Gillespy'^s 
Col. 

July  2. — His  grace  the  lord  archbishop  of  York  arrived  in  Newcas- 
tle, and  on  the  following  day  set  out  for  Hexham,  to  hold  a  confirma- 
tion there,  and  also  to  consecrate  a  chapel  at  Whitley,  near  that 
place,  and  another  at  Ninebanks,  near  Allendale.  He  was  attended 
by  sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  by  whose  benevolence,  both  these 
chapels,  formerly  curacies  were  liberally  endowed.  July  3rd,  hjs 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  and  lord  George  Bentick,  arrived  in 
Newcastle,  and  dined  with  William  Clayton,  esq.,  mayor,  at  the 
mansion  house,  and  on  the  following  morning,  set  out  for  Morpeth, 
from  whence  they  went  on  the  7th  to  meet  his  grace  the  archbishop 
and  sir  Walter  Blackett,  at  Wallington. — Local  Papers. 

July  8. — Sunday  morning,  about  four  o'clock,  Robert  Lindsay, 
a  keelman,  having  got  upon  a  wall  in  an  entry  in  Sandgate,  New- 
castle, near  to  the  window  of  Geoige  Stewart,  a  pawnbroker,  was 
seen  there  by  Stewart^s  wife,  who  charged  him  with  an  intention  of 
robbing  their  premises,  and  bid  him  begone.  Lindsay  denied  any 
such  intention,  and  refused  to  go  away;  upon  which  slic  got  the 
tongs,  and  struck  him  two  or  three  blows  from  the  window,  which 
so  enraged  him,  that  he  broke  some  squares  of  glass  with  his 
fist ;  on  this  the  pawnbroker  took  his  gun,  which  he  generally  kept 
charged  in  the  house,  and  presenting  it  at  the  keelman,  bid  him 
begone  or  he  would  shoot  him ;  Lindsay  still  refusing  to  go,  the 
pawnbroker  snapped  the  gun  at  him,  which  only  flashed  in  the  pan  ; 
he  then  called  to  his  wife  for  more  powder,  which  she  brought, 
and  primed  the  gun  herself,  in  his  hands ;  he  then  presented  it 
again  at  the  keelman  and  shot  him  dead  upon  the  spot.    Stewart 
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and  his  wife  were  both  appreheaded  and  committed  to  Newgate, 
to  take  their  trial  at  Uie  nest  assizes.  August  27,  (reorge  Stew- 
art was  executed  upon  the  town  moor  pursuant  to  his  sentMioe, 
for  the  murder  of  Robert  Lindsay,  keelman.  He  behaved  with  great 
indecency  for  some  time  after  be  received  eenteoce  of  death ;  but 
being  duly  attended  by  a  clergyman,  he  became  now  sensible  of  his 
onhappy  circumstances,  and  died  much  more  a  penitent  thiui  was 
expected.  His  body  was  sent  to  the  Surgeons  hall,  and  diuected  by 
the  surgeons. — GiUetp^'a  Col. 

176*  (July  13).— Friday,  about 
eight  in  the  morning,  there  fell  at 
Hartlepool,  a  shower  of  pieoes  of 
ice,  in  various  forms,  clear  as  crys- 
tal, and  measuring  from  three  to 
five  inches  in  circumference,  which 
lasted  15  minutes;  but  aa  it  did 
not  extend  to  any  distance  from  the 
town,  and  the  weather  being  calm, 
no  dam^e  ensued. — Gillegpf/'s  Col.  no«tii  date,  babtlipool. 

July  18. — Ephraim  Randal  died  at  Morpeth,  aged  109  years. — 
Genfs.  Mag. 

July  20. — So  great  a  quantity  of  ealmon  waa  taken  in  the  river 
Tyne,  that  it  was  sold  for  a  penny-farthing  per  pound  .-j&oco?  Papers. 

This  month,  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arte,  awarded 
to  Thomas  Fenwick,  esq.,  of  Lemmington,near  Alnwick,  a  gold  medal 
for  having  planted  104,000  Scots  firs. — Ibid. 

August  8. — A  fire  broke  out  at  High-houses  near  Ebchester,  which 
consumed  two  or  three  farm  houses,  before  it  was  got  under. — Gil- 
letpy't  Col. 

August  17. — Died,  at  Ponteland,  in  Northumberland,  Elizabeth 
Lions,  aged  112  years,  who  retained  her  senses  perfectly  to  ihe  last. 
— Loc<d  Papers. 

August  17. — A  very  singular  and  distressing  case  came  on  for  trial 
at  the  assizes  for  the  county  of  Durham.  Mr.  James  Oliphant,  a 
Buigeon  of  great  respectability,  residing  upon  Tyne-bridge,  Margaret 
Oliphant,  his  wife,  and  Mary  Shittleton,  their  servant,  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Dinah  Armstrong,  another  of  their  female  domestics.  The 
charge  being  altogether  unsupported  by  evidence,  the  prisoners  were 
acquitted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  court.  His  lordship,  the 
judge,  was  pleased  to  express  his  sorrow  for  the  great  injuries,  losses, 
and  expences  they  had  sustained,  and  his  belief  that  they  were  inno- 
cent of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge  as  himself.  The  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  Dinah  Armstrong  were  aa  follow.     During 
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the  absence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliphant,  while  on  a  visit  to  Scotland, 
she  was  left  in  charge  of  their  children,  in  the  house  of  a  friend  and 
neighbour,  named  Milne.     On  Mrs.  Oliphant's  return  home,  she  was 
informed  that  the  girl  had  been  detected  in  pilfering  several  trifling 
articles  from  Mrs.  Milne.    Among  other  things  missing  were  some 
damask  napkins,  which,  from  circumstances,   Mrs.   Milne  strongly 
suspected  the  girl  taking,  and  therefore,  desired  Mrs.  Oliphant  to 
examine  her  strictly  about  them.     Accordingly,   Mrs.  Oliphant  ac- 
quainted the  girl  with  the  suspicions  entertained  of  her  by  Mrs.  Milne, 
and  begged  of  her,  if  she  had  these  napkins,  to  be  candid,  and  declare 
the  truth.    The  girl  positively  denied  the  charge,  though  she  acknow- 
ledged having  stolen,  from  a  former  employer,   a  sheet,  &c.  which 
were  then  in  her  possession.     Still  persisting  in  her  denial  of  any 
knowledge  of  the  napkins,  Mrs.  Milne  intimated  her  intention  of 
prosecuting  her,  the  fear  of  which,  no  doubt,  operating  upon  a  weak 
mind,  induced  her  to  commit  suicide,  by  leaping  into  the  river,  from 
the  cellar  window,  while  the  family  were  at  dinner  on  Tuesday  the 
17th  of  July.     The  body  was  found  floating  on  the  river,  about  two 
miles  above  the  bridge  on  Sunday  morning  the  22nd,  by  Joseph  Bar- 
low, a  keelman,  and  another  person  named  John  Southern,  and  on 
the  Tuesday  following,  Mr.  Robson,  the  coroner  for  the  county  of 
Durham,  held  his  inquest  at  Dunston,  when,  without  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence, and  apparently  influenced  only  by  the  riduculous  notions  and 
prejudices  of  an  infatuated  rabble,  he,  refusing  to  accept  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  accused,  or  to  hear  them  in  their  own  own  defence,  re- 
corded a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  them.      He  then  placed 
his  warrant  in  the  hands  of  the  peace  officers,  with  instructions  to 
bring  the  parties  before  him,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law«     On 
this  warrant  they  were  arrested  next  morning,  and  hurried  away  to 
Durham.     The  coroner  however  from  a  consciousness  of  his  illegal 
conduct,  or  some  other  cause  unknown,  did  not  commit  the  prisoners 
to  gaol,  but  suSered  them  to  return  home  in  the  custody  of  the  con- 
stable, under  whose  surveillance  they  remained  till  the  1 3th  day  of 
August,  when  at  their  own  request  they  were  again  carried  to  Dur- 
ham, to  take  their  trials  at  the  assizes.     Such  were  the  circumstances 
under  which  a  reputable,  worthy  family,  of  the  most  respectable  and 
unblemished  characters,  without  the  least  shadow  of  reason,  or  the 
most  remote  presumption  of  guilt,  were  accused  of  the  worst  of 
crimes;  deprived  of  liberty;  almost  ruined  in  reputation,  health,  and 
fortune;  exposed  to  the  insults  of  a  mob,  the  shock  of  a  public  trial 
as  murderers ;  and,  in  short,  subjected  to  the  violation  of  the  dearest 
rights  of  man ;  under  the  colour  of  law  and  office. — "  Case  of  James 
OKphantr  ^c.  Newe.,  1768. 

VOL.  II.  R 
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176'*  (Aug.  27).— Died,  at  Mr.  Parker's,  the  Turk's  Head  inn,  in 
Newoaatle,  whether  he  had  come  for  the  reoovery  of  his  health,  the 
right  hon.  lord  Belhaven,  of  the  Beil,  in  the  shire  of  Haddington,  near 
Edinburgh.  On  the  30th,  his  remains  were  removed  from  NewcafitJe, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  family  vault.  His  lordship  dying  without  issue, 
his  title  and  estates  descended  to  his  only  brother,  the  honouroUe 
Mr.  Hamilton. — Local  Papers. 

August. — Edward  Softley,  of  Boldon  park  gate,  having  by  his 
frugality  and  industry  scraped  together  twenty  guineas  and  two  crown 
pieces,  put  the  same  into  a  purse,  which  he  inclosed  in  a  tinder  box, 
and  hid  it  in  a  bole  of  his  chimney,  where  it  had  remained  a  long  time 
unvimted ;  but  upon  going  at  this  time  to  turn  it  over,  or  lay  it  to 
the  sun  to  prevent  it  from  moulding  or  tarnishing,  he  to  his  great 
astonishment  found  a  hole  made  in  the  bottom  of  the  tinder  box,  and 
the  purse  and  money  both  fled.  The  surprize,  together  with  the 
thoughts  of  the  loss,  produced  such  an  effect  on  the  poor  man,  that 
he  immediately  fell  into  despair,  and  in  his  own  opinion  would  have 
expired  in  a  few  days,  had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary  diligence 
of  his  wife,  who,  in  ransacking  the  several  holes  and  comers  of  the 
house,  found  the  purse  amongst  divers  pieces  of  cloth,  which  the  TsAa 
had  gleaned  and  heaped  up  together ;  and,  upon  further  search, 
found  the  gold  and  crown  pieces,  in  several  holes  of  the  walls,  which 
were  supposed  to  be  conveyed  there  also  by  the  rats.  The  man  was 
no  sooner  informed  of  this  than  he  instantly  plucked  up  his  spirits, 
and  generously  gave  a  guinea,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish. — Gille»py'$ 
ejections. 

August.— A  most  elegant  market  house  and  shambles  were  built 
in  the  town  of  Alnwick,  at  the  expence  of  the  earl  and  coimtess  of 
Northumberland,  and  which  were  by  them  presented  to  that  town. — 
Mackenzie  s  Northd. 


CHAPTER   VI. 


HE  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  vaa  car- 
ried into  effect,  on  the  body  of  James 
Edgar,  on  the  3rd  of  September,  1764, 
at  the  Westgate,  Newcastle.      He  had 
beeo  tried  at  the  assizes  for  that  town,  in 
the  preceding  month,  and  found  guilty  of 
a  burglary  and  larceny  committed  in  the 
house  of  Eklward  Bigge,  raq.,  at  West 
Jeunond,  near  that  town.     At  the  place 
of  execution,  he  was  dressed  in  a  shroud, 
without  either  coat  or  waistcoat,  and  attended  by  four  dissenting 
ministers.     He  behaved  with  great  decency,  earnestly  exhorting  the 
nmoerous  spectators  to  take  warning  by  his  unhappy  fate.     Edgar, 
who  was  a  cobler,  in  Sandgate,  with  a  man  named  Thomas  Har- 
rison,  a  hawker,   and  Isabella,   his*  reputed   wife,    with   Alexander 
Simpson,  her  son,  a  boy  about  eight  years  of  age,  were  apprehend- 
ed in  Sandgate,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1764.  for  the  above  burglary, 
and  on  searching  Edgar's  house,  where  Harrison  and  his  reputed 
wife  lodged,  the  stolen  goods  were  found.     Edgar  confessed  the  fact, 
and  charged  Harrison  and  his  wife  with  being  his  accomplices,  who, 
he  said,  iirst  put  the  boy  in  at  the  window ;  afterwards  the  woman 
found  means  to  get  in,  and  Harrison  and  he  staid  without  and  re- 
ceived the  stolen  goods.     Harrison  and  the  woman  were  both  acquit- 
ted.— Local  Papers. 

September  22. — Died,  at  the  rev.  Mr.  Spence's  in  the  city  of 
Ihirham,  Mr.  Robert  Dodsley,  one  of  the  most  eminent  booksellers 
in  London,  and  author  of  many  ingenious  pieces  both  in  prose  and 
verse.  His  remains,  which  were  interred  on  the  25tb,  lie  under  an 
altar  tomb  in  the  cathedral  church  yard. — Local  Bee. 
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1764  (Oct.). — This  month,  as  eome  men  were  repairing  the  floor  of 
the  veatry  in  the  parish  chureh  of  Sedgefield,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
they  found  a  htrge  stone  image,  curioualy  cut  out,  near  aix  feet  long, 
and  lying  at  fuU  length,  with  an  arch  over  it,  but  no  inaoription 
appeared  upon  it. — Surieeg. 

October  3.— About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  as  three  poor  women 
were  getting,  coaJs  at  Mr.  Kent's  pit,  near  North  Shields,  having 
undermined  the  loose  metal  too  much,  the  bank  fell  in  upon  them,  and 
crushed  one  of  them  to  death ;  the  other  two  were  taken  out  alive, 
but  one  of  them  so  much  bruised,  that  her  life  was  despaired  of.— Gil- 
lespy'e  Col. 

October  17,— As  the  rev.  Mr.  Leake,  of  Stanhope,  in  Weardale, 
who  had  been  on  business  at  Newcastle,  was  going  to  Whickham, 
n*ere  he  intended  to  stop  all  night,  he  unfortunately  lost  his  way, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  cross  the  river  Team,  his  horse  stuck  fast  in 
the  mud,  and  he  was  drowned.  He  was  found  next  morning  along 
with  his  horse,  which  had  not  been  able  to  disengage  itself,  but  ahnoet 
dead  with  lying  so  long  in  the  mud. — Local  Papers. 

October  29. — As  two  men  were  riding  on  a  young  horse  to  the 
Cowhill  Eur,  Newcastle,  in  passing  a  windmill  on  the  Windmill-hillB, 
the  horse  took  fright,  and  running  away  with  them,  leaped  down  a 
quarry  upwards  of  27  feet  deep.  The  horse  was  killed  on  the  spot, 
but  neither  of  the  men  were  hurt. — Gilletpy's  Col. 
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1764  (Nov.  1). — The  right  worshipful  sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart., 
mayor  of  Newcastle,  and  the  magistrates,  accompanied  by  the  greatest 
number  of  free-burgesses  and  other  gentlemen  that  had  ever  been 
known  on  a  like  occasion,  perambulated  the  boundaries  of  that  cor- 
poration. After  meeting  at  the  mayor^s  chamber  in  the  morning 
and  drinking  a  glass  of  wine,  the  procession  moved  along  the  Close, 
several  men  walking  before  them  with  spades  and  axes  over  their 
shoulders  as  pioneers  to  remove  obstructions,  and  to  demolish  all  un- 
due encroachments  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  corporation, 
next  the  Free  Porters  with  their  halberts,  two  men  on  horseback 
with  two  panniers  each,  containing  figs,  prunes,  &c.  (which  were 
thrown  among  the  people,  by  the  town^s  marshal,  at  every  bounder 
stone,  &c.)  Seven  sergeants  at  mace  with  banners,  music,  &c. 
Where  houses  stood  on  the  line  of  boundary,  men  were  ordered  to  go 
over  them  and  take  off  bricks,  tiles,  &c.  as  the  town^s  property. 
Many  guns  were  fired  and  other  compliments  paid  at  different  places ; 
the  bells  were  rung  all  the  day.  Sir  Walter  Blackett  with  his  usual 
benevolence,  in  passing  the  Infirmary,  sent  the  town  marshal  with  his 
good  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  that  laudable  institution,  accompa- 
nied with  a  present  of  ten  guineas.  After  the  procession,  the  mayor 
gave  an  elegant  entertainment,  and  the  day  was  concluded  with 
drinking  loyal  healths,  &c. — Gilhspj/'s  Col. 

November  6. — ^At  a  meeting  of  the  rector,  curate,  and  inhabitants 
of  Sunderland,  a  plan  for  building  a  new  chapel  was  unanimously 
Kpproved  of  and  in  the  space  of  twelve  hours  <£^2,030.  were  subscribe<l 
towards  putting  the  same  in  execution. — Local  Papers. 

November  12. — ^About  ten  o^dock  at  night,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a 
room  within  the  great  tower  of  the  castle  of  Newcastle,  which  des- 
troyed goods  to  the  amount  of  J^160.  which  had  been  deposited  there. 
—Ibid. 

November  27. — A  servant  girl  in  the  night,  in  going  over  Black- 
bum  Fell,  near  Gibside,  Durham,  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  an 
old  ooal  pit,  thirty  fathoms  deep,  and  at  the  bottom  was  taken  up  to 
her  arm-pits  in  water.  In  struggling  to  get  out  of  the  water,  she 
luckily  met  with  a  piece  of  timber,  which  she  got  upon,  and  as  it 
kept  her  pretty  clear  of  the  water,  was  the  means  of  saving  her  life. 
She  continued  in  that  dismal  situation  two  days  and  two  nights,  and 
was  discovered  at  last  by  the  sagacity  of  a  dog,  which  having  heard 
her  cries,  &c.,  made  signs  of  distress  to  his  master,  which  induced 
him  to  follow  it  to  the  very  pit  mouth.  The  man  then  with  proper 
assistance  got  her  out  alive,  by  which  means  she  was  restored  to  her 
friends. — Local  Papers. 

December. — At  this  time  it  appears  that  a  shoe  black,  named  Lee, 
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stood  at  the  custom-house,  Newcastle.  One  day  in  this  month,  he 
went  into  one  of  the  rooms  to  warm  himself,  but  he  had  not  been 
long  there  before  he  fell  out  of  the  seat  and  expired  immediately. — 
Crille9py*8  CoL 

1764  (Dec.  3). — Tuesday,  a  young  women  missing  her  way  to  a 
farmers  house  near  Heworth,  fell  into  an  old  coal  pit  where  she  lay 
till  Friday,  when  she  was  discovered  by  a  dog,  which,  upon  hearing 
her  cries,  had  come  to  the  place,  and  would  not  leave  it  till  a  country- 
man coming  to  find  out  what  might  be  the  reason  of  so  strange  a  cir- 
cumstance, discovered  the  melancholy  occasion,  and  got  the  young 
woman  drawn  up,  who,  though  in  a  weak  condition  ultimately  recover- 
ed. Such  accidents  shewed  the  necessity  of  taking  timely  and  particu- 
lar care  to  have  these  pits  filled  up,  or  sufficiently  secured  against 
their  happening  so  frequently  as  they  did. — Gillespy*s  Col. 

December  9. — ^A  terrible  fire  broke  out  at  Dukesfield,  near  Hex- 
ham, occasioned  by  making  a  fire  in  a  bam  or  out-house  to  dry  some 
deals,  by  which  two  houses  and  two  hay  stacks,  valued  at  <f  150., 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hunter,  were  consumed. — Local  Papers. 

December  13. — In  the  evening,  a  fire  broke  out  in  Mr.  Williams^ 
glass  house,  in  the  Close,  Newcastle,  occasioned  by  the  foulness  of  the 
chimney,  which  taking  fire,  some  of  the  sparks  got  in  between  the 
tiles,  and  setting  fire  to  the  roof,  it  was  consumed.  The  building 
being  near  the  river  which  was  then  at  its  height,  with  proper  aasist- 
ance  the  fire  was  got  under. — IMd. 

December  27. — Being  the  anniversary  of  St.  John,  the  ancient  and 
honourable  society  of  free  and  accepted  masons  of  the  lodges  in  Sun- 
derland, joined  by  their  brethren  from  Durham,  Newcastle,  Shields, 
and  parts  adjacent,  went  in  grand  procession  to  church,  where  an 
occasional  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Bev.  brother  Barwise ;  from 
whence,  with  their  worshipful  master,  brother  Inman,  at  their  head, 
accompanied  by  the  rector,  the  ciurate,  and  the  principal  inhabitants, 
they  proceeded  to  the  east  end  of  the  town,  where,  amidst  assembled 
thousands,  the  first  stone  of  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  evan- 
gelist, was  laid  by  brother  John  Thomhill,  esq.,  who  with  a  truly 
public  spirit  had  generously  undertaken  to  plan  and  execute  the 
building  upon  the  estate  of  Marshall  Robinson,  of  Herrington,  esq., 
who  had  generously  made  a  donation  of  the  ground,  although  it  had 
been  before  purchased  of  him.  After  the  ceremony  was  concluded 
the  society  proceeded  to  brother  Adam  Tumer^s,  where  an  elegant 
entertainment  was  provided,  and  the  whole  concluded  with  the  ut- 
most hannony  and  good  order. — Ibid, 

This  year.  Castle  Eden  church  was  erected  by  Rowland  Bur- 
don,  esq.  the  elder ;  and  his  successor  has  enlarged  it  by  the  addi- 
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tioa  of  two  uniform  aides.  It  ie  remarkably  neat  and  well  lighted ; 
and  the  font,  the  baeon  of  which  ia  oval,  is  of  beautiful  marble. — 
Surtees. 

1764, — The  Presbyterian  Meeting-bouse,  in  the  High-bridge,  New- 
oafitle,  was  commenced  building.  It  was  finished  in  the  year  follow- 
ing.— Local  Papers. 

1765  (Jan.  2). — A  Lodge  of  free  and  accepted  mafiuns  was  duly 
constituted  at  Mrs.  Bond's,  the  sign  of  the  Old  George,  in  North 
Shields,  when  brother  Hunter,  the  master  elect,  and  his  ofiicers, 
were  with  great  solemnity  (according  to  ancient  form,)  invested 
mth  the  proper  jewels  of  their  respective  offices,  by  their  brother 
Robert  Green,  deputed  for  that  purpose,  by  the  hun.  the  earl  of  Kelly, 
grand  master  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  following  day  they  assembled 
at  the  Low-lights,  tc^ther  with  their  brethren  from  Newcastle, 
Sunderland  and  other  places  adjacent,  from  whence  they  walked  in 
prooeasion  to  Mrs.  Bond's. — I&id. 

January  15. — Died,  at  Castle  Eilen,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
Bobert  Moffit,  i^ed  104!  years,  who  retained  his  faculties  to  the  lost. 
— Genfe  Mag. 

January  19, — There  was  at  this  period,  and  for  a  fortnight  previ- 
ously, a  rose  in  full  blossom,  in  the  garden  of  Thomas  Philipson,  esq., 
of  New  Elvet,  Durham — CHllespy's  Col. 

January  19. — Notice  was  given  by  advertisement,  "That  Mr. 
James  M'Donnell,  dissenting  minister,  had  taken  a  convenient  piece 
of  ground  without  Pilgrim  street  gate,  Newcastle,  to  build  a  meeting- 
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house  upon,  at  the  desire  and  importunate  request  of  several  of  his 
friends.'*^  April  1st  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  Mr.  McDonnell, 
who  stood  upon  the  stone,  and  preached  to  a  great  number  of  people 
assembled  on  the  occasion,  after  which  a  handsome  ooUection  was 
made  towards  carrying  on  the  building.  It  is  at  present  a  dwelling 
house  in  Lisle  street.  Brand  says  "  A  fanatic  of  the  name  of  Mac- 
donald,  erected  a  building,  called  the  Tabernacle,  down  an  entry  al- 
most opposite  to  the  orphan  house,  but  meeting  with  little  or  no  en- 
couragement, he  left  the  town  and  went  to  Manchester.**^  He  preached 
his  farewell  sermon,  July  31st^  1768. — Local  Bee, 

1765  (Jan.).- Was  married  at  St.  John  Lee,  near  Hexham,  Robert 
Scott,  a  piper  of  Wall,  aged  90,  to  Jean  Middlemas,  aged  25.  The 
person  who  acted  as  father  was  a  piper,  and  the  bride^s  maid  was  a 
piper^s  daughter,  and  what  was  very  remarkable,  though  the  bride- 
groom had  used  crutches  for  near  26  years  before,  he  threw  them 
away  that  morning,  and  walked  to  and  from  church,  (about  six  miles) 
without  them.  After  the  ceremony  was  over,  the  parson  treated  the 
company  with  cakes  and  ale  ;  and  at  the  bridegroom^s  house  at  Wall, 
a  dinner  was  provided  and  the  afternoon  spent  with  the  utmost  mirth 
and  jollity,  having  several  pipers  and  fiddlers  to  entertain  them. — 
Ibid. 

February  6. — A  market  was  held  at  Corbridge,  for  com,  poultry, 
butter,  &c.  About  300  persons  attended,  when  a  proclamation  was 
made  for  holding  a  market  weekly,  on  the  Friday,  pursuant  to  an  old 
statute. — Ibid. 

February  18. — A  cod  fish  was  sold  at  Blyth,  in  the  belly  of  which 
a  gold  ring  was  found,  which  had  remained  there  so  long  that  the 
inscription  was  worn  off,  though  the  scrolls,  in  which  it  had  been  writ- 
ten, remained  entire. — Gents.  Mag. 

March. — The  road  between  Newcastle  and  Morpeth  was  at  this 
time  so  bad,  that  one  of  the  Edinburgh  waggons,  in  one  place  oppo- 
site to  Gosforth,  proved  an  overmatch  to  nineteen  good  horses. — 
Gillespffs  Col. 

March. — A  petition  was  presented  to  parliament,  from  the  masters 
and  owners  of  .ships  in  the  coal  trade  in  the  port  of  Shields ;  praying 
that  the  conservators  for  keeping  free  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Tyne,  might  be  called  on  to  account  in  what  manner  the  large  sums 
paid  into  their  hands,  during  seven  years  previously,  for  that  purpose, 
had  been  applied. — GenCs.  Ma^g. 

March  5. — Tuesday,  a  storm  of  snow,  &c.  came  on  in  the  evening 
with  such  violence,  and  continued  so  all  night,  that  not  only  many 
flocks  of  sheep  were  drifted  over,  but  many  persons  lost  their  lives,  by 
being  exposed  to  the  excessive  cold  and  the  severity  of  the  weather. 
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One  remarkable  instance  of  which  happened  near  Alnham,  in  North* 
umberland,  where  two  sons  of  a  farmer  being  at  school,  a  servant  boy, 
about  14  years  old,  was  dispatched  with  a  horse  to  make  their  way 
home  more  easy  and  expeditious,  but  on  their  return  (being  confoun- 
ded by  the  raging  of  the  tempest)  they  lost  their  way,  and  wandered 
about  to  a  great  distance  until  their  dismal  circumstances  so  terrified 
them,  that  they  deserted  the  horse,  and  the  youngest  of  the  boys 
laid  himself  quietly  down  in  the  snow,  but  his  eldest  brother  being  in 
great  distraction  ran  about  backward  and  forward,  till  being  spent, 
and  his  strength  quite  exhausted,  he  sunk  down  and  expired.  His 
brother  and  the  servant  continued  still  alive,  but  in  a  torpid  and  be- 
numbed state,  till  they  were  found  the  next  day,  the  servant  leading 
the  horse  and  the  youngest  boy  (between  six  and  seven  years  old)  on 
horseback  holding  the  body  of  his  dead  brother  before  him. — Gilles- 
pf/'s  Col. 

1765  (March  12). — The  weather  still  continuing  tempestuous,  a  most 
remarkable  and  unfortunate  accident  happened  on  the  road  between 
Newcastle  and  Shields.  Mr.  Shotton,  jun.,  of  High  Flatworth,  and 
Mr.  Bedhead,  a  farmer,  near  the  said  road,  being  returning  home, 
and  both  riding  in  full  gallop  in  contrary  directions,  and  the  night 
dark  and  snowing,  they  met  full  upon  each  other  with  the  united 
impetus  of  both  horses,  and  the  shock  was  so  great  that  the  horses 
were  instantly  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  their  riders  thrown  with  ex- 
treme force  one  against  the  other,  and  thence  to  the  ground,  so  that 
both  lay  for  dead,  and  most  probably  would  have  been  so  if  the  father 
of  Mr.  Shotton  had  not  been  present,  who  procured  immediate  assist* 
ance.  Mr.  Bedhead,  besides  many  wounds  and  bruises,  received  a 
fracture  in  his  skull,  and  remained  for  some  days  insensible.  Mr. 
Shotton  was  in  a  condition  very  little  better. — Ibid, 

March  13. — A  house,  situate  on  the  bank-side,  at  the  south  east 
comer  of  St.  Nicholas"*  church-yard,  fell  down,  in  consequence  of  the 
shrinking  of  the  ground  on  which  it  stood,  occasioned  by  the  heavy 
and  long  continued  fall  of  snow  and  rain ;  fortunately,  the  inmates 
were  warned  of  their  danger,  by  a  passer-by,  and  got  safely  out 
almost  at  the  instant  of  its  fall. — Local  Papers, 

March  13. — A  new  ship  of  300  tons  burthen  was  launched  at 
Alnmouth,  in  Northumberland.  Being  the  first  vessel  which  had  been 
built  there,  a  great  number  of  spectators  attended  to  witness  so  great 
a  novelty.  Alnmouth,  or,  as  it  is  improperly  called,  Alemouth^  is  a 
village,  township,  and  small  port  under  Berwick,  situated  on  the  north 
side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Aln,  five  miles  E.S.E.  of  Alnwick. 
There  are  about  ten  vessels  of  from  50  to  150  tons  burthen  belonging 
to  the  port,  and  chiefly  employed  in  conveying  merchandise  to  and  from 
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Tiondon,  &c.  for  the  merchants  and  tradesmen  of  Alnwick  and  the 
neighbourhood.  Smuggling  was  once  pursued  here  with  much  bold- 
ness and  success,  but  the  custom  house  officers  stationed  here,  have 
at  length  nearly  annihilated  this  illicit  trade.  The  harbour  is  very 
inconvenient,  but  is  capable  of  great  improvement. — Parian  and 
While. 

17(>o  (March). — Thequantity  of  snow,  aleet,  and  rain,  which  fell  tlus 
month,  swelled  the  rivers  to  an  alarming  degree.  The  river  Coquet, 
in  Northumberland,  left  its  old  course  below  the  village  of  Wark- 
worth,  and  forced  its  way  between  two  sandy  hills,  overgrown  with 
bent,  that  hod  obstructed  its  passage  for  ages,  by  which  it  opened  a 
passage  into  the  sea  above  a  mile  nearer  than  its  former  channel. — 
Local  Papvri. 

March  19. — A  new  engine  with  many  improvements  on  a  previoosly 
invented  machine  for  drawing  coals  out  of  the  pits  without  horses, 
erected  at  Hartley,  by  Thomas  Delaval,  esq.,  was  set  to  work  with 
incredible  success.  By  this  means  coals  were  drawn  out  of  that  deep 
mine  at  the  rate  of  a  corf  per  minute.  The  machine  and  improve- 
ments were  invented  by  Mr.  Joseph  Oxley.  This  wm  the  second 
machine  which  had  been  erected  at  this  colliery,  and  was  of  so  simple 
a  constniction,  that  the  whole  worked  upon  two  axle-treea  of  about 
five  feet  long. — Ibid. 

March  20. — The  workmen  began  the  demolition  of  certain  houses 
near  the  Low  Crane,  on  the  Quayside,  Newcastle,  for  the  erection  of  the 
present  custom-house,  which  was  finished  on  a  neat  and  substantial 
plan.  The  custom-house  was  previously  at  the  west  end  of  the  Quay, 
and  is  now  a  public  house,  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Old  Custom-  ^ 
house."  The  establishment  was  removed  in  1766  to  the  new  build- 
ing, which  was  opened  on  the  29th  of  December. — Brand. 
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1765  (March  29). — ^Died,  near  Alston,  Ann  Wilson,  aged  110 
years. — Gents.  Mag, 

April  1. — Monday,  a  terrible  misfortune  happened  at  Walker 
Colliery,  three  miles  below  this  Town  (Newcastle),  where  some  pitmen, 
not  aware  of  their  danger,  and  perhaps  from  careless  and  unskilful 
means,  set  fire  to  the  damp  or  foul  air  in  the  workings,  which  lie 
about  one  hundred  fathoms  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The 
inflamable  vapour  fired  in  an  instant,  and  a  dreadful  explosion  as 
suddenly  followed,  making  a  report  at  the  mouth  of  the  pit  as  loud  as 
thunder.  There  were  no  lives  lost,  but  the  workmen  were  in  a  most 
miserable  condition,  being  scorched  and  burnt  to  a  very  frightful  de- 
gree. As  soon  as  it  could  be  done,  all  possible  assistance  was  lent 
them,  and,  on  being  drawn  up,  they  were  sent  to  the  Infirmary.  On 
the  day  foUowing,  several  overmen  and  others  descended  to  examine 
« the  state  of  the  mine,  when  dreadful  to  relate,  it  fired  a  second  time, 
and  killed  eight  persons  and  seventeen  horses,  who  were  all  burnt  in  a 
most  shocking  manner. — Gillespy's  Col. 

April  7. — At  Alnmouth,  the  sea  was  so  remarkably  high,  as  to 
render  the  crossing  the  mouth  of  that  river  almost  impracticable. 
However  some  country  people  being  too  fool-hardy  (or  rather  not 
seofiible  of  the  danger)  got  into  a  boat  in  order  to  cross  the  river,  but 
before  they  got  half  over,  the  boat  became  so  agitated  by  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  tide  and  wind,  that  it  sunk ;  whereby  three  of  the  men 
were  drowned,  and  with  much  difficulty  and  hazard  the  rest  were 
saved. — THd. 

April  13. — A  most  flagrant  robbery  was  perpetrated  on  Mr. 
William  Middleton,  school-master  of  the  free  school  at  Hartlepool, 
in  the  following  barbarous  manner:  as  he  was  crossing  Gateshead 
FeU,  on  his  way  to  Newcastle,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the 
afkemoon,  he  was  attacked  by  two  men  and  a  boy,  who  forced  him 
into  a  quarry  adjoining,  where  they  threatened  to  take  his  life.  The 
poor  man  being  subject  to  fits,  and  believing  his  life  in  danger,  fear 
threw  him  into  one  immediately,  which  gave  the  villains  a  full  oppor- 
tunity to  execute  their  design,  in  stripping  him  of  all  his  clothes,  but 
his  stockings,  and  leaving  him  exposed  quite  naked  to  the  severity  of  a 
cold  and  wet  afternoon ;  which  happily  proved  of  service  to  him  ;  for 
the  cold  water  falling  upon  him,  soon  brought  him  to  himself;  but  be- 
ing almost  perished  and  benumbed,  he  could  make  no  assistance,  and 
must  inevitably  have  lain  there,  had  not  a  cottager  on  the  Fell,  (who 
seeing  a  horse,  saddled  and  bridled,  without  his  rider,  standing  by  the 
edge  of  the  quarry)  come  up ;  and  finding  him  lying  in  that  shocking 
condition,  sprawling  on  the  ground,  unable  to  speak,  carried  him  to  a 
house  near  the  road  side  and  put  him  to  bed.    Several  of  the  neigh- 
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bours  hearing  the  lamentable  story,  went  immediately  in  search  of  the 
villains,  but  without  success.  After  the  poor  man  had  somewhat 
recovered  himself,  he  was  assisted  with  some  clothes  by  a  nngfa- 
bouring  gentleman.  He  remembered  nothing  of  what  passed,  after 
being  taken  into  the  quarry,  but  complained  much  of  a  hurt  in  the 
breast. — Gillespy's  Col, 

1765  (April)  .-A  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Felton,  North- 
umberland, killed  a  buck  hare,  whose  colour  was  entirely  white.-/it(2. 

May  10; — Most  of  the  people  called  quakers,  who  were  householders 
in  Newcastle,  appeared  at  the  guildhall,  before  two  magistrates,  on  a 
summons  given  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  issued  for  that  purpose,  to 
answer  the  complaint  of  John  Brown,  D.D.,  then  vicar  of  Newcastle, 
for  their  refusing  to  pay  certain  obventions  and  Easter  reckonings,  by 
him,  said  to  be  justly  his  due :  but  as  it  is  well  known  these  people 
make  this  matter  a  case  of  conscience  with  them,  they  could  not  con- 
sistently comply  with  the  vicar^s  demands ;  and  therefore,  a  warrant 
of  distress  was  granted  to  levy  for  the  several  sums  upon  the  said 
householders  goods. — Newc,  J(mr, 

May. — About  the  middle  of  this  month,  wm  killed  at  Staindrop,  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  the  finest  and  fattest  wether  sheep  of  two 
shears,  that  any  man  remembered  to  have  seen.  He  was  both  bred 
and  fed  by  Mr.  Robert  Dinsdale,  and  his  four  quarters  weighed  Idst. 
3S>.  and  measured  on  the  ribs  five  inches  of  solid  fat. — Gillesptfs  Col. 

In  the  middle  of  May,  Greorge  Fortime  and  his  wife  ale-house 
keepers  in  Sunderland,  happening  in  their  cups  to  faU  into  a  dispute 
with  one  William  Glendinning  about  renting  a  room  in  Fortune's 
house,  and  a  sailor  taking  Fortune'^s  part,  a  most  unfortunate  quarrel 
ensued  in  which  the  said  Glendinning  was  most  barbarously  used  by 
the  sailor  and  Fortune'^s  wife,  who  threw  him  on  the  floor,  where  they 
trod  upon  him,  and  violently  struck  and  kicked  him  in  divers  ports  of 
his  body  to  such  a  degree,  that  five  days  afterwards  he  died  of  the 
blows  and  bruises  he  had  received.  The  coroners  inquest  sat  upon 
the  occasion  and  brought  in  their  verdict  wilful  murder ;  upon  which 
Fortune  and  his  wife  were  apprehended,  and  sent  to  Durham  ga6l ; 
but  the  sailor  who  seemed  a  principal  aggressor,  found  means  to 
escape. — IMd, 

May. — Two  sailors  at  Shields,  being  in  liquor,  happened  to  quarrel, 
and  one  sta^bbed  the  other  in  the  belly  with  a  knife,  so  that  he  soon 
after  expired,  upon  which  the  other  immediately  absconded.  The 
coroners  inquest  upon  examination  of  the  circumstances,  brought  in 
their  verdict  manslaughter. — Ihid. 

June. — A  terrible  fire  broke  out  at  Low-house,  in  West  Allendale, 
belonging  to  Mn  John  Clark,  which  burnt  with  such  violence,  that  in 


A.  D.  1765.]  TABLE    BOOK.  133 

one  hour  tiis  house  and  shop,  with  all  his  stock  and  furniture,  w«re 
totally  destroyed  hy  the  vehemence  of  the  Sames. — GilleBpy's  Col. 

1765  (June). — At  Lanchester  church,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
the  ages  of  five  male  communicants  amounted  to  507  years,  the 
youngest  of  whom  waa  above  100. — Ibid. 

June  14. — Merill  Nicholson,  aged  104  yeara,  was  buried  at  Sunder- 
land :  her  life  had  been  a  continued  series  of  health  and  activity  for 
dgbty  years  togethw,  and  her  faculties  were  strong  and  perfect  to  the 
]Bst.—Ibid. 

June  24. — The  sexton  of  St.  Andrew's  church,  in  Newcastle,  was 
found  dead  in  a  grave  which  he  had  been  digging. — Local  Papert. 


June  29. — On  the  morning  of  this  day,  149  fine  large  eaJmon  were 
taken  at  one  draught,  at  the  fishery,  near  the  bar  at  Shields. — Ihid. 

July  2. — The  golden  arrow,  according  to  annual  custom  (founded 
in  1673),  was  shot  for  at  FerryhiU,  by  twenty  gentlemen  of  the  long 
bow,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Thomas  Watson,  of  Darlington,  and 
the  lieutenancy,  by  Thomas  Kelly,  of  Richmond.  Great  bets  were 
depending  on  this  trial  between  the  gentlemen  of  Durham  and  Dar- 
lington, which  were  won  by  the  latter. — Gillegpj/'t  Col. 

July  5. — Died  at  Shield  Dykes,  near  Alnwick,  Eleanor  Anderson, 
aged  107  years.  Her  faculties  were  remarkably  strong,  and  till  the 
day  of  her  death,  she  was  a  stranger  to  sickness. — Genfs.  Mag. 

July  9. — At  Wooler,  Northumberland,  they  had  the  most  violent 
storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  accompanied  with  large  hail,  that 
had  been  known  for  some  time :  during  which  a  woman  and  a  boy 
were  riding  on  a  horse,  near  that  place,  she  and  the  horse  were  struck 
by  a  flash  of  lightning  and  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  what  is  remark- 
able, the  boy  was  not  hurt. — Gillespys  Col. 

July  13. — A  poor  woman  was  unfortunately  burnt  to   death  at 
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Alnwick,  in  a  very  deplorable  manner.  Her  husband  being  juat  gone 
out  to  buy  Bome  milk,  and  nobody  near,  it  is  supposed  she  hod  tottered 
against  tbe  fire,  and  being  enfeebled  with  age,  could  make  no  assist- 
ance, but  expired  in  the  most  miserable  anguish,  lying  against  the 
bars  with  her  body  almost  burnt,  before  her  husband  (who  had  not 
been  half  an  hoar  out)  returned. — GUlespy's  Col. 

1765  (July  16). — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  fiilling-mill,  about  a  mile 
below  Ahiwick,  which  burnt  with  great  fury  until  the  whole  was  con- 
sumed. — Local  Papers. 

July  21. — In  consequence  of  the  ruinous  state  of  the  old  St.  Ann's 
chape],  at  the  ea«t  end  of  Saadgate,  Newcastle,  it  was  advertised 
that  divine  service  would  commence  on  the  above  day,  and  continue 
to  be  performed  in  the  Shipwrighta'-hall  (Carpenters'- tower),  every 
Sunday,  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  until  the  new  chapel  was 
finished,  the  service  commencing  at  the  same  time  with  All  Saints'. 
The  chapel  and  ground  were  consecrated  by  bishop  Trevor,  September 
2nd,  1768.  No  interment  had  taken  place  in  this  chapel  ground 
from  the  time  of  its  consecration  until  April  30th,  1828,  when  the 
remains  of  Mr.  George  Henderson,  of  St.  Ann's  row  (adjoining  the 
ground),  were  interred  there.  From  the  crowded  state  of  the  church- 
yards in  Newcastle,  this  ground  was  opened  to  the  public  as  a  place 
of  general  sepulture.  A  large  concourse  of  people  assembled  on  tbe 
occasion,  and  the  solemn  and  impreswve  service  was  read  by  the  rev. 
John  Dodd,  vicar  of  Newcastle,  to  whom  the  public  were  indebted 
for  this  arrangement.  It  may  be  interesting  to  future  historians,  to 
know  that  Mr.  Henderson's  grave  was  dug  close  to  the  south-east 
angle  of  the  chapel.  The  present  chapel,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
representation,  was  built  by  Mr.  Newton,  architect,  with  the  stones 
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of  the  old  town  wall,  which  formerly  ran  along  the  Quay-side. 
The  upper  part  of  the  steeple  having  for  a  considerable  time  been 
out  of  its  perpendicular,  and  its  fall  apprehended,  it  was,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1826,  taken  down  and  rebuilt  with  larger  stones  than  had  been 
before  used  in  its  erection. — Local  Bee, 

1 765  (July  22). — At  Walworth  moors,  near  Darlington,  a  bull  broke 
out  of  his  pastiu'e  into  a  com  field,  and  a  labouring  man  going  to  turn 
him  out,  the  bull  fell  upon  him  and  killed  him,  and  also  another  man, 
who  was  going  to  assist  the  former,  but  before  he  arrived,  the  bull 
came  running  towards  him,  and  though  he  turned  and  run,  the  bull 
overtook  him  before  he  got  out  of  the  field,  and  gored  him  so  much 
that  he  died  soon  after. — Grillespys  Col. 

July  25. — A  Butcher  driving  some  kyloes  along  the  Sandhill,  New- 
castle, one  of  them  broke  from  the  rest,  and  ran  furiously  along  the 
Quay,  where  it  caught  a  girl  up  on  its  horns,  carried  her  a  con- 
siderable way,  and  in  tossing  her  off,  broke  her  collar  bone. — Ibid. 

July  29. — One  Ben  wick  and  his  wife  having  left  their  mother,  an 
antient  woman,  in  a  cottage  house,  situated  between  the  villages  of 
Newbrough  and  Satlingstones,  six  miles  west  of  Hexham,  and  gone 
to  harvest  work,  at  their  return  in  the  evening  found  the  old  woman 
dead  upon  the  floor,  with  the  marks  of  several  blows  oir  her  head,  and 
other  marks  of  violence  about  her ;  and  also  four  boxes  broken  open, 
and  one  of  them  robbed  of  £58.  6s.  which  sum  the  poor  man  had 
been  all  his  life-time  industriously  gathering  and  laying  up,  with  a 
view  to  render  his  old  age  comfortable.  Next  day  the  coroners  in- 
quest brought  in  their  verdict,  wilful  murder,  against  some  person  or 
persons  unknown. — Gfillespy's  Col. 

August  10. — Veal  sold  here  (Newcastle)  for  od.  the  best;  Beef 
and  mutton  for  3d.  and  S^.  Lamb  2d.  and  fresh  butter  at  9d.  aiid 
lOd.  per  pound  :  Geese  at  lOd.  and  lid.  each. — Ihid. 

August  12. — Monday,  a  man,  formerly  a  supervisor  of  excise,  hav- 
ing agreed  with  Mrs.  Sherwood,  of  Newcastle,  for  the  purchase  of  a 
house,  but  not  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  payment,  was  by  her  arrested 
for  other  debts  which  he  had  contracted ;  in  revenge  for  which,  he,  on 
the  previous  night,  set  her  stables  on  fire,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
above  day  hanged  himself  in  a  neighbouring  wood. — Gents.  Mag. 

August  15. — Joseph  Hall,  a  soldier  in  the  6th  regiment  (general 
Guise'^s)  quartered  in  Newcastle,  was  executed  at  Morpeth,  for  a 
highway  robbery  near  Gosforth.  The  following  are  the  particulars : — 
Sept.  11,  1764,  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  a«  Mr.  William  Cuth- 
bertson,  hair-dresser  of  Newcastle,  was  returning  from  Morpeth  in  a 
post  chaise,  he  was  attacked  by  a  foot  pad  a  little  north  of  Three- 
mile  bridge,  who,  without  speaking  a  word,  discharged  a  pistol  at  the 
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driver,  which  blew  off  his  cap,  and  burnt  his  face  in  a  terrible  manner, 
on  which  the  horses  took  fright  and  galloped  off,  leaving  the  villain 
behind,  who  soon  after  attacked  two  persons  on  horseback,  and  order- 
ing them  to  stand,  presented  a  pistol  at  one  of  them,  which  flashed  in 
the  pan  ;  on  this  they  galloped  off  and  left  him.  In  the  mean  time, 
Mr.  Cuthbortson  having  arrived  at  Three-mile  bridge,  alarmed  the 
people  there,  who  went  in  pursuit  and  presently  took  him.  He  prov- 
ed to  be  a  soldier  in  his  uniform,  which  he  had  turned  inside  out ;  on 
searching  him,  two  pistols  with  some  balls,  also  the  driver^s  cap  were 
found  upon  him.  Next  morning  he  was  taken  before  John  Blenkin- 
sopp  Goulson,  esq.,  one  of  his  majesty'^s  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
being  examined,  confessed  the  whole  affair. — Gillespy's  Col. 

1765  (Aug.  31). — The  following  curious  advertisement  appeared  in 
a  Newcastle  newspaper  of  this  date, — 

"  S.  BovERicK,  Watch  Maker, 
In  the  Groat  Market^  Newcastle^  legs  leave  to  acquaint  the  Curious  in 

Medal  Way^ 
That  he  has  discovered  a  particular  neat  Manner  of  taking  the  im- 
pressions off  from  all  sorts  of  medals  ;  the  matter  of  which  they  are 
made  being  far  more  durable  than  any  yet  made  use  of.  He  sells 
them  either  in  a  Collection  in  Frames,  or  singly  gilt,  or  plain  white ; 
or  if  any  Person  chuses  a  particular  Colour,  by  giving  Time,  may  be 
accomodated.  A  specimen  may  be  seen  of  both  gilt  and  plain  at  the 
above  place.  N.  B. — His  collection  of  miniature  curiosities,  made 
by  himself,  consisting  of  a  Chaise,  weighing  but  one  Dram,  drawn  by 
a  Flea ;  a  Chain,  Flea,  Padlock,  and  Key,  weighing  but  one  third  of 
a  grain ;  Furniture  of  a  Dining-Room  in  a  Cherry-stone ;  Landeau 
and  Six,  Drawn  by  a  Flea ;  Scissors,  &c.  &;c.  &c.  is  Shown  at  the 
above  Shop.'" 

September  29. — As  Dr.  Askew  of  Newcastle  was  driving  up  the 
bank  between  S walwell  and  his  country-house  at  Whickham,  and 
having  sent  off  his  footman  upon  an  errand,  some  boys  got  up  behind 
the  chaise,  which  the  Dr.  perceiving,  ordered  his  postillion  to  drive 
them  off,  but  while  he  was  so  employed,  the  horses  took  fright,  and  in 
full  gallop  running  over  the  edge  of  a  steep  hill,  the  chaise  was  over- 
turned with  great  violence,  and  afterwards  dragged  a  considerable 
way,  till  the  parts  which  joined  the  fore-wheels  to  the  carriage  broke, 
and  the  horses  becoming  disengaged,  left  the  rest  of  the  chaise  be- 
hind.* The  doctor  was  very  much  hurt  and  bruised,  but  recovered. 
— GiUespifs  CoL 

*  **  Feb,  11,  1766,  Mr.  Hillcoat,  ironmonger,  of  Newcastle,  obtained  bis  majesty's  pa- 
tent for  the  invention  of  an  easy  metbod  to  disengage  borses  instantly  from  a  carriaj^e, 
and  prevent  accidents,  wbicb  are  frequently  occasioned  by  tbeir  taking  frigbt«" 
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1765  (Sep.  30). — The  pitmen  in  the  counties  of  Durham  and  North- 
umberland, resumed  their  labour,  after  a  strike  of  several  weeks.    The 
difference  between  the  pitmen  and  coal-owners,  was,  according  to  the 
f^peal  of  the  former  to  the  public  : — "  That  most  of  the  pitmen  were 
bound  the  latter  end  of  August,  and  the  remainder  of  them  were 
bound  the  beginning  of  September,  1764,  and  they  served  till  the 
24th  or  25th  of  August,  1 765,  which  they  expect  is  the  due  time  of 
their  servitude ;  but  the  honourable  gentlemen  in  the  coal  trade  will 
not  let  them  be  free  till  the  11th  of  November' 1765,  which,  instead  of 
1 1  months  and  25  days  (the  respective  time  of  their  bonds)  is  upwards 
of  14  months,  so  the  said  pitmen  are  resolved  not  to  work  for,  or  serve 
the  said  gentlemen  in  any  of  the  collieries  till  they  be  fully  satisfied 
that  the  said  article  is  dissolved,  and  new  bonds  and  agreements  en- 
tered into  for  the  year  ensuing.     During  the  strike^  on  Friday  Sep- 
tember 13th,  sir  Ralph  Milbanke  got  some  of  his  pits  to  work,  but  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day,  a  body  of  men  cut  the  ropes  of  the  gins, 
broke  the  machinery,  and  threw  it  down  the  shafts  ;  in  consequence 
of  which  a  party  of  soldiers  were  sent  from  Newcastle,  for  protection. 
On  the  18th,  early  in  the  morning,  the  mine  of  coal  and  one  of  the 
pits  of  Pelton  Common  colliery,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Jennison  and 
partners,  were  set  on  fire,  and  though  the  owners  offered  a  reward  of 
df^lOO.  for  the  discovery  of  the  offenders,  and  notwithstanding  the 
vigilance  of  the  military,  the  utensils  of  many  both  on  the  Tyne  and 
the  Wear,  were  destroyed  and  burnt  on  the  24th,  and  the  coals  both 
above  and  below  ground  set  on  fire.     A  letter,  containing  the  most 
diabolical  threats,  was  sent  to  Mr.  Alderman  Bell,  at  his  residence  in 
Westgate  street,  Newcastle,  in  consequence  of  which  a  reward  of 
<£^100.  and  his  majesty''s  pardon  to  any  one  (save  the  actual  writer), 
was  offered  for  bringing  to  justice  the  parties  concerned.     Hartley 
colliery,  the  property  of  Thomas  Delaval,  esq.  where  the  men  continu- 
ed working  as  usual,  formed  the  only  exception  to  the  strike  being 
general  throughout  the  district. — Genfs  Mag,    Local  Papers,  Sfc. 

October  6. — Died,  at  Durham,  Margaret  Green,  aged  102  years, 
she  retained  her  senses  until  within  a  few  months  of  her  death. — 
Gillespjfs  Col. 

October  12. — Died  at  Featherston-row,  near  Haltwhistle,  in  North- 
umberland, Mr.  Hugh  Martin,  aged  109  years,  retaining  his  faculties 
to  the  last. — GewCs.  Mag. 

October  17. — Was  shot  at  Ryhope,  near  Sunderland,  by  Mr. 
Robert  Wilson  of  that  place,  a  golden  eagle,  of  a  prodigious  size. 
Its  wings,  when  extended,  measured  from  the  extremities  of  each 
seven  feet  and  an  half :  from  the  bill  to  the  tail  three  feet :  its  long- 
est claws  six  inches  and  an  half;  and  its  heart  also  was  remarkably 
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large,  being  neariy  as  big  as  that  of  a  sheep.  This  rara  ama  had 
been  seen,  some  few  days  before,  etrike  a  bird,  a  little  off  Simderiand 
pier. —  Gillespi/'s  Col. 

1 765  (Oct.  19). — A  new  machine,  of  a  particular  construction,  built 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bobson,  a  veiy  able  and  experienced  en- 
gineer, for  clearing  the  river  Tyne,  was  launched  off  the  Quay  at 
Newcastle. — Hid. 

October  19. — At  the  flesh  iparket  here  (Newcastle)  were  eipo«>d 
to  sale  (on  an  average,  from  the  bfest  computation  of  many  of  the 
butchers,  skinners,  &c.  &:c.)  upwards  of  130  slaughtered  homed  cattle, 
sold  at  3d.  and  2i  per  lb ;  50  calves,  and  5,500  sheep  and  lambs  at 
3d.  and  2^  per  ft  :  and  60  swine  at  2d.  per  ft : — la  the  poultry  mar- 
ket upwards  of  830  geese  from  Is.  2d,  to  2s.  a  piece : — pigs  from  Is. 
id.  to  Is.  8d : — turkies  from  lOd.  to  Is.  4d : — ducks  from  6d.  to  8d : 
— and  fowls  from  5d.  to  7d  innumerable. — butter  at  8d.  and  9d.  per 
ft :  and  eggs  at  3  a  penny .^n  the  com  market,  wheat  sold  at  10a : 
— rye  at  Se :— masUn  at  9s : — and  oats  at  5s.  the  boll,  of  two  bushels 
Winchester  Measure. — TJjrf. 

October  31. — Great  sorrow  was  expressed  in  the  north,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  intelligence  that  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land had  died  on  the  above  day,  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  after  a 
few  hours''  illness,  at  his  house  in  Upper  Grosvenor  street,  London. 
The  mourning  in  Newcastle  was  very  general,  as  his  royal  highness 
hod,  by  his  condescension  and  affability,  endeared  himself  to  the  in- 
habitants, of  that  town  during  his  visits  before  and  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion,  1 746. — Local  Bee. 

October. — The  corporation  of  Newcastle  granted  a  lease  of  a  pie«e 
of  gromid  in  the  Warden's  Close,  without  the  Westgate,  for  99  years 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  half-ar<;rown,  whereon  to  build  a  lunatic  as)'lum. 
This  month,  when  its  foundation  was  being  dug,  the  workmen  found 
an  old  brass  seal,  inscribed,    "  VU  el  Deus  noster."" 
Mr.  Newton,  the  architect  of  this  building,  gave  the  i 
seal  to  Mr.  WardcU,  then  vicar  of  Gorbridge.      It  I 
was  supposed  to  have  been  the  iirst  seal  of  the  Black  I 
Friars,  or  some  other  religious  house  in  Newcastle. 
The   Warden's   Close   was  a  part  of  the  ground  belonging  to  the 
Black  Friars. — Brand. 

November  1. — There  was  a  great  stonn  at  sea,  which  continued 
for  several  days ;  two  cobles,  with  six  men  in  them,  were  sunk  at  sea 
off  Alnmouth,  and  two  men  perished  in  another  boat  in  company,  but 
Uie  third  man  brooght  the  two  deceased  ashore.  Four  Ashing  boats 
belonging  to  Holy  Island,  and  two  belonging  to  Bowmer,  with  four 
men  in  each,  were  overset  and  all  perished.     Two  wherries  in  t^e 
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river  Tyne  were  sunk,  but  by  assistance  no  lives  were  lost.  Upwards 
of  sixteen  keels  were  driven  out  of  the  river  at  Sunderland,  and  sunk 
at  sea,  by  which  upwards  of  thirty  keelmen  were  lost,  most  of  whose 
bodies  were  afterwards  found  washed  on  to  the  sands.  There  were 
twenty-two  widows,  and  fifty-three  children  left  by  the  sufferers.  A 
very  liberal  subscription  was  raised  for  their  relief. — Local  Papers, 

1765  (November  13). — Died,  at  Newbrough,  near  Hexham,  Jane 
Hogarth,  aged  106  years,  who  retained  her  senses  and  the  use  of 
her  limbs  until  the  last. — Hid. 

November  21. — Thursday,  Mary  Gockbum,  was  committed  to 
Newcastle  gaol,  for  a  species  of  forgery  artfully  contrived.  Under 
various  pretences,  she  got  some  persons  to  draw  up  the  forms  of 
promissory  notes,  and  when  she  had  so  done,  she  got  other  persons, 
by  folding  down  the  writing  to  set  their  names  to  them.  These  she 
negociated,  and  raised  large  sums  of  money. — Genfs.  Mag. 

November  27. — ^A  Jay  was  caught  in  a  hedge,  near  Newcastle, 
being  disabled  from  making  its  escape  by  means  of  its  claws  having 
been  somehow  entangled  in  its  own  neck. — GiUe^'^s  Col. 

November  27. — A  violent  shock,  like  that  of  an  earthquake,  hap- 
pened at  Long  Benton,  a  village  about  four  miles  from  Newcastle, 
which  disjointed  all  the  houses  built  of  stone  upon  a  freestone  rock. 
The  inhabitants  fled  from  their  dwellings  into  the  fields,  expecting 
their  fall  every  minute.  The  street  opened  and  closed  again  from  end 
to  end ;  a  gentleman'^s  garden  and  some  fields  sunk  above  two  feet,  and 
many  parts  of  Killingworth  moor  shared  the  same  fate,  but  no  lives  were 
lost.  This  was  occasioned  by  the  sinking  of  the  colliery  at  Long  Ben- 
ton which  had  been  wrought  completely  out.  It  was  a  custom  at  that 
time  in  working  coUieries,  to  leave  as  much  coal  as  they  had  dug  away, 
but  being  a  coal  of  great  character  in  London,  they  had  worked  the 
coal  pillars  away,  and  fixed  slight  wooden  ones  in  their  stead,  which 
not  being  sufficient  to  support  a  rock  of  two  miles  square,  and  seventy- 
five  fathoms  thick,  being  the  depth  of  the  coal  pit,  the  whole  simk 
together. — Local  Pofers. 

November. — "  We  hear  from  Sunderland  that  an  assembly  is  held 
there  during  the  winter  season  on  every  Thursday  fortnight,  and  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  independent  hunt,  every  Monday  fortnight  hunt 
the  fox  till  Candlemas :  after  which,  they  then,  for  certain,  change  it 
to  Monday  and  Thursday  weekly  till  Lady  day." — (Newc.  Jour.) 
This  paragraph  shews  the  state  of  sporting  society  at  Sunderland 
in  1765,  and  is  very  worthy  of  note. 

November. — A  beautiful  little  black  horse  from  Shetland,  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  was  landed  at  Newcastle,  and  measured  only  33 
inches  high. — Gents.  Mag. 
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1 765  (Dec.  1). — Early  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  weaver's 
^vorkhouse  in  Sandgate,  which  burnt  several  webs  of  cloth,  his  looms^ 
a  large  assortment  of  reeds ;  the  damage  amoimting  to  upwards  of 
forty  pounds,  being  the  weavers  whole  stock.  The  weaver  was  the 
last  person  in  the  workhouse,  the  night  before,  but  could  give  no 
account  of  the  occasion  of  the  fire. — Gillespy^s  Col, 

December  2. — ^This  day,  was  conunitted  to  the  gaol  in  Newcastle 
Mr.  Thomaj?  Jameson,  an  engraver  of  that  place,  who  had  a  few  days 
before  been  apprehended  at  Edinburgh,  whither  he  had  fled,  charged 
with  counterfeiting  about  a  dozen  five  pound  notes  of  the  Newcastle 
Bank.  Jameson,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Whitehead,  published  an 
"  Explanation  of  the  amis  oftlie  Incorporated  Cowpames  of  NewcasUeT* 
Jameson  engraved  a  view  of  Gawsey  Bridge  (Tanfield  Arch),  and  va^ 
rious  other  views,  &;c.,  also  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  prefixed 
to  an  edition  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  "Newcastle,  printed  for  W. 
Oharnlsy  at  the  Bridge  End.'"'*  At  the  assizes,  Jameson  was  acquit- 
ted in  consequence  of  the  false  swearing  of  the  woman  with  whom  he 
lodged.     She  kept  a  pie-shop  in  the  High  bridge. — Local  Bee. 

December  11. — Prince  Joseph  Abaissy,  banished  from  Palestine, 
by  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Grand  Siguier,  arrived  in  Newcasde,  on 
his  tour  through  Europe.  He  had  all  suitable  respect  paid  him,  and 
the  right  worshipful  the  mayor  made  him  a  very  handsome  present  on 
the  corporation's  account. — lUd. 

December  19. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  stable  of  Dr.  Brown,  physi- 
cian, at  Newcastle,  by  which  means  the  furniture  of  the  stable  was 
destroyed,  and  a  horse  of  great  value,  burnt  to  death.  By  timely  as- 
sistance it  was  happily  extinguished  without  further  damage.  This 
,  accident  happened,  it  was  supposed,  from  the  negligence  of  the  ser- 
vant.— GUlespy^g  CoL 

December — This  month,  a  woodcock  was  shot  at  Hartley,  near 
Seaton  Delaval,  in  the  stomach  of  which  was  found  a  diamond  of 
great  value. — LoccU  Papers, 

About  this  year,  the  church  at  Wooler,  in  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, was  built.  It  is  a  neat  commodious  structure,  situated  on  a 
fine  eminence,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  The  former  church  was 
a  mean  thatched  building,  and  being  burnt  down,  a  brief  was  obUuned 
for  the  erection  of  the  present  edifice.- — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

This  year  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained  for  inclosing  the  com- 
mon of  Bolbeok,  in  Northumberland,  which  contained  about  12,000 
acres  of  land. —  Ibid, 

According  to  an  inscription  on  a  marble  tablet  in  the  chancel  of 
Warden  church,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  it  was  almost 
entirely  rebuilt  this  year.    In  1 681,  the  churchwardens  presented  it 
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ae  "  niinouB  and  the  window  unglazed."  Abo,  in  1 769,  archdeacon 
Bobinsoti  found  "  the  body  ruined,  and  divine  service  done  in  the 
chancel ; "  but,  in  1763, 
by  the  Btrenuous  exer- 
tions of  sir  Walter 
Blackett,  ^390.  was 
raided  by  a  brief  to  a&- 
8t8t  in  repairing  it ; 
which  work  was  very 
creditably  aad  efficient- 
ly done.  The  nave  and 
the  ohaocel  have  been 
nearly  all  r&-built  from 

the    foundations :     but  w*»i>on  chdbch,  NoiTHcnEaLAHD. 

much  of  the  old  walls  and  windows  of  the  transepta,  which  are  in  plain 
but  neat  eariy  English  style,  remun;  and  the  new  architecture,  in  some 
measure,  has  been  made  to  harmonize  with  such  old  parts  of  the  walla 
as  were  sufficiently  firm  and  plumb  to  stand. — HodgaorCs  Northd.  3fc. 

1765. — Wesleyan  methodist  chapel,  parish  of  Gainford,  Barnard- 
castle,  founded.  The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from 
1803  to  1837.—^.  of  Pari.  Cam. 

1766  (Jan.). — A  countryman  making  up  a  hedge  near  an  old  stone 
quarry  in  the  vicinity  of  Sunderland,  went  about  noon  to  get  his  din- 
ner (wluch  he  had  along  with  him)  in  a  deep  cavity  or  hollow  place, 
where  he  thought  he  should  best  be  sheltered  from  the  weather ;  and 
as  he  went  along,  pulled  off  his  hed^ng  gloves  or  mittens  and  threw 
them  down  at  some  distance  from  one  another ;  being  seated  and  at 
hie  repast,  he  observed  a  raven  to  stoop  on  the  wing,  and  take  up  one 
of  them,  with  which  it  flew  away,  this  surprised  the  man  a  little ; 
and  very  soon  afterwards  the  raven  returned,  flying  just  over  his 
head,  lighted  upon  the  ground,  took  up  the  mitten,  and  went  off  with 
it  as  before ;  which  startled  him  bo,  that  he  immediately  rose  from 
his  pla«e  to  see  if  he  could  discover  the  reason  of  so  odd  an  occurrence, 
and  to  observe  what  became  of  his  mittens;  and  he  was  hardly  got 
clear  from  the  quarry,  bofore  he  saw  a  large  quantity  of  ground,  full 
of  loose  pieces  of  the  rock,  tumble  down  into  the  very  place  where  he 
had  been  seated  ;  and  where,  if  he  had  continued  a  minute  longer,  be 
must  have  been  crushed  to  pieces.  Many  people  looked  upon  this  as 
a  remarkable  instance  of  a  particular  providence ;  and  indeed  the 
circumstance  very  much  favoured  the  opinion. — GiUetpy's  Cot. 

Karly  in  January,  at  a  colliery  near  Newcastle,  the  roof,  being  a 
slungly  rock,  made  a  thrust,  that  is  the  roof  fell  in,  and  imprisoned  a 
few  of  the  workmen,  who  must  have  perished,  bad  not  a  new  avenue 
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been  apeodily  cut  to  get  a  communication  to  the  working  shaft,  whitdi 
JB  a  work  of  a  few  days ;  however,  no  liTes  were  lost,  one  man  had 
his  teg,  and  collar  bone  broke,  and  some  of  the  others  bruised.  And 
the  same  day  a  carpenter  working  on  the  engine-flcaffbld,  mending 
the  pumps,  fell  down  thirty  fathoms,  and  was  killed  on  the  spot.  Also 
some  gentlemen  were  hunting  on  Gateshead  fell,  the  hare  and  three 
hounds  fell  into  an  old  pit  hole  and  were  all  killed. — GUUspy'i  Col. 

1766  (Jan.  14). — In  the  evening  a  gentleman  sent  his  maid  to  buy 
him  half  a  hundred  oysters  at  the  boat  lying  at  the  Quayside,  and 
ordered  her  to  get  them  opened.  The  girl  unconcernedly  walked  over 
the  edge  of  the  quay  to  step  into  the  boat  as  ehe  thought,  but  fell  into 
the  water  overhead,  and  must  have  been  lost  had  not  as^tance  been 
at  hand.  What  is  very  remarkable,  she  held  the  jug  in  one  hand 
and  the  shilling  in  the  other  (which  she  brought  for  the  oysters) 
when  taken  up,  and  received  no  further  damage  than  being  thorough 
ly  ducked. — Ibid. 

January  24. — William  Fenwick,  eef\.,  of  Bywell,  being  a  fox-hunt- 
ing near  Prudhoe  castle,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tyne,  after  some 
hours  hard  chase,  Beynard  ran  for  safety  into  the  drift  of  a  coal  pit, 
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where  the  men  were  at  work,  and  the  hounds  following  him,  they  pur- 
sued him  near  an  hour,  through  the  workings  of  the  pit,  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  till  at  last  they  came  up  with  him  just  as  he  was  getting 
out  at  another  drift,  and  before  he  could  roach  day,  killed  him.  The 
workmen  left  off  working,  and  followed  the  diversion,  whilst  the  gen- 
tlemen hunters  waited  with  impatience  without  to  see  the  event. — 
Grillespys  Col. 

1766  (Feb.). — As  two  poor  labourers  were  digging  in  the  manor  of 
Butchester  (the  Vindohala  of  the  Romans),  they  found  an  urn  full  of 
gold  and  silver  coins,  many  of  which  they  disposed  of,  but  Mr.  Arch- 
deacon, lord  of  the  manor,  advertising  the  same,  recovered,  as  trea- 
sure trove,  near  five  hundred  silver,  and  sixteen  gold  ones,  almost  a 
complete  series  of  those  of  the  higher  empire ;  among  these  several 
Othos^  most  of  them  in  fine  preservation.  Many  Roman  vestiges  have 
been  found  in  this  station.  Some  centurial  stones,  and  a  broken 
statue  of  Hercules  which  had  been  found  here,  were  removed  to  Lon- 
don in  1761,  by  Mr.  Duane,  the  antiquary ;  also  silver  fibulae,  coins 
of  the  lower  empire,  and  bricks  inscribed  L  E  G.  VI.  V ;  have  been 
found  in  this  station,  which  appears  to  be  rich  in  Roman  antiquities. 
In  June,  1766,  some  workmen  employed  in  digging  up  stones  near  the 
place  where  the  coins  were  found  the  preceding  February,  met  with  a 
cistern  or  trough,  hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock,  which  measured  above 
twelve  feet  in  length,  four  in  breadth,  and  two  in  depth,  with  a  hole 
at  one  end  to  drain  it,  and  about  three  feet  from  the  other  end,  a 
partition  wall  of  stone  and  lime  was  run  across  it.  There  were  found 
in  it  a  tripod  iron  candlestick,  a  small  instrument  like  a  tooth  pick« 
and  the  vertebrae  and  other  broken  and  imperfect  bones  of  some  largo 
animal  which  had  been  buried  in  it.  To-  what  purpose  this  cistern 
was  designed  is  very  uncertain. — GewCs  Mag.  ^c. 

February. — Died  at  Houghton-le-Spring,  a  women  named  Hewit- 
son,  at  the  great  age  of  116  years.  She  enjoyed  good  health  and 
retained  her  senses  perfect  to  the  very  last  period  of  her  life. — Gil- 
lespy's  Col.' 

February  4. — About  two  o'^clock  in  the  morning,  the  watchman 
at  the  dock  at  Howdon,  on  the  river  Tyne,  perceived  a  fire  break- 
ing out  in  the  cabin  windows  of  the  Newcastle,  Greenlandman,  of 
Newcastle,  lying  at  Howdon-quay,  when  he  rung  the  alarm  bell,  which 
brought  immediately  all  the  workmen  and  inhabitants  into  the  yard. 
The  fire  by  that  time  had  burnt  through  the  deck,  and  got  hold  of 
the  main-mast  and  rigging,  so  that  they  had  only  time  to  save  her 
cables,  and  some  other  things  in  the  forecastle  ;  she  having  come  out 
of  the  dock  the  week  before,  had  fortunately  got  none  of  her  Green- 
land stores  on  board.     The  flames  being  so  violent,  they  immediately 
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commnnicated  to  a  brig  belon^ng  to  Scarborougli,  which  lay  on  the 
inside ;  but  by  the  activity  of  the  workmea,  they  out  away  her  masts 
and  Baved  her  rigging  and  oableH.  It  being  near  low  water,  there 
was  no  possibOity  of  saving  either  of  their  hnlk,  which  were  burnt 
entirely  to  the  keel ;  and  the  wind  being  strong  at  south,  with  great 
difficulty  the  villa^  was  saved.  As  there  was  no  person  lay  on  board 
either  ship,  it  was  supposed  to  have  happened  from  a  fire  made  in 
the  Newcastle,  the  day  before. — Gillespya  Col. 

1766  (Feb.  20). — Died  this  morning,  near  the  Oastle-garth,  New- 
castle, one  Henry  Jackson,  in  the  hundreth  year  of  his  age;  who, 
notwithstanding  his  low  station  in  life,  was  greatly  respected  on  ac- 
ooimt  of  his  very  regular  and  pious  life. — Ibid. 

February  21, — The  carriage  of  a  coach,  with  a  coffin  covered  with 
black  cloth  fixed  upon  it,  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  attended  by  ono 
servant  on  horseback  in  mourning,  passed  through  Newcastle,  in  a  full 
gallop,  to  the  great  surprise  of  many  spectators,  who  could  no  way 
account  for  the  novelty  of  the  appearance. — Ibid. 

Early  in  March,  a  boy  driving  the  gin  of  a  pit  at  Norwood,  near 
Bavensworth,  receiving  a  blow  from  one  of  the  horses,  staggered  over 
the  edge  of  the  shaft  and  fell  to  the  bottom,  being  near  seventy  yards;, 
without  receiving  further  damage  than  breaking  his  thigh. — lUd. 

March  18. — An  explosion  took  place  in  Walker  colliery,  by  which 
ten  lives  were  lost. — Local  Papers. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


DIED,  on  the  21st  of  March,  176f;, 
the  celebrated  Greek  critic,  Richard 
Dawes.  He  waa  bom  in  the  year 
1708.  The  hamlet  of  Stapleton,  in 
the  parish  of  Markets  Bos  worth,  ia 
Leceistershire,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  place  of  hie  birth,  because  a 
Dr.  Dawes,  a  great  scholar  and  a 
searcher  after  the  philosopher's  stone, 
resided  there  about  the  beginning  of 
the  laat  century ;  but  Mr.  Hodgson 
conjectures  that  he  descended  from  a 
family  who  were  long  seated  in  the 
parishes  of  Barton  and  Bampton,  in 
Westmoreland.  However,  it  is  known 
that  he  enjoyed  the  instructions  of 
Mr.  Blackwell,  who  was  master  of 
Bosworth  Grammar  School.  That 
his  parents  were  not  wealthy,  may  be 
inferred  from  his  entering  Cambridge 
as  a  scholar  of  the  lowest  rank  ;  for 
in  172.').  when  he  was  only  about 
seventeen  years  old,  he  was  admitted 
a  sizar  of  Emanuel  College  in  that 
university.  Two  years  after  his  ma- 
triculation he  published  a  "  Themo- 
Thriambic  Idyl "  on  the  death  of 
George  the  First.  In  1729  he  took 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and 
in  1731  was  chosen  fellow  of  his  own 
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college  in  the  nomination  of  sir  Wolstan  Dixie,  Bart,  who  was  a 
Market- Bos  worth  man.     In  1733  he  obtained  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts,  and,  in  the  following  year,  was  an  unsuccesful  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Esquire  Beadle  in  Cambridge.     The  indolent  and  seden- 
tary way  in  which  it  appears  he  lived  at  college,  probably  originated 
in  a  melancholy  turn  of  mind,  which  loved  to  indulge  itself  in  solitary 
contemplations  of  its  own  powers,  and  to  loojt  down  upon  the  trifling 
labours  and  intriguing  schemes  of  society  that  was  about  him,  with 
a  sort  of  misanthropic  scorn,  and  to  vent  its  embittered  feelings  in 
such  harsh  and  sarcastic  expressions  as  created  him  more  enemies 
among  the  busy  and  self-interested  many,  than  tlie  splendour  of  his 
talents  could  procure  him  friends  among  the  generous  and  learned 
few.     When  the  state  of  his  health  rendered  it  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  some  kind  of  exercise,  being  of  a  strong  athletic  frame  of 
body,  and  not  over  delicate  in  the  choice  of  his  company,  he  took  to 
the  practice  of  bell-ringing ;  and  as  such  a  genius  could  not  stoop  to 
mediocrity,  he  quickly  became  the  leader  of  the  band,  and  carried  the 
art  to  the  highest  perfection.     While  quaffing  with  the  ringers  "  the 
nut-brown  draughts,'^  he  seasoned  it  with  the  rich  spicery  of  wit  and 
humour,  though  such  conversations  and  company  were  unsuitable  to 
a  gownsman.     In  July,  1738,  he  was  appointed  head  master  of  the 
Royal  Grammar  School  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  in  the  October 
following  was  admitted  Master  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Mary  the  Vir- 
gin, in  that  town.      While  occupying  these  offices,  he  was  indefati- 
gable in  prosecuting  his  enquiries  into  the  nature,  peculiarities,  and 
elegancies  of  the  Greek  tongue;  and  accordingly  he  published  his 
"  Miscellanea  Critica.'**     It  was  Mr  Dawes'  design,  in  this  work,  to 
afford  such  a  specimen  of  his  critical  abilities,  as  should  enable  the 
learned  world  to  judge  of  what  might  be  expected  from  him,   in  an 
edition  which  he  had  projected  of  all  the  Attic  poets,  as  well  as  of 
Homer  and  Pindar.      Though  his  scheme  was  never  carried  into 
execution,  he  has  obtained  by  his  "  Miscellanea  Critica,*"  a  very  high 
place  among  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  Greek 
learning  in  England,  and,  as  such,  his  name  will  be  transmitted  with 
honour  to  posterity.      This   highly   gifted  man,   according  to   Dr. 
Kippis,  had  a  dash  of  insanity  in  his  constitution,  and  fancied  that 
all  his  friends  had  slighted  him,  or  used  him  ill.      At  length  he 
became  involved  in  altercations  with  the  Corporation,  when  he  adopted 
a  singular  method  of  displaying  his  resentment,  or  rather  his  con- 
tempt ;  for  in  teaching  the  boys  at  school,  he  made  them  translate 
the  Greek  word  for  an  ass  into  alderman — a  practice  which  habit 
rendered  so  inveterate,  that  some  of  his  pupils  inadvertently  used  the 
same  expression  with  very  ludicrous  effect,  in  the  public  college  exer- 
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cise.  In  1747  he  published  his  complaints  against  his  townsmen 
under  the  title  of  "  Extracts  from  a  Manuscript  Pamphlet^  entitled 
Tittle  Tattle  Mongers,  No.  1.'^  Mr.  Hodgson  amiably  remarks  : — 
^^  After  reading  this  curious  performance  over  more  than  once,  I  have 
no  eyes  nor  judgement  to  find  any  symptoms  of  its  being  the  produce 
of  a  disordered  intellect.  It  certainly  was  not  prudent  to  publish  it 
at  all :  but  one  of  his  mottoes — ^^  .Multa  dinque  tuli ;  tandem patientia 
Ticta  est^  shows  that  he  had  suffered  indignities  till  his  patience  was 
oonquered.^  The  impression  of  the  pamphlet  was  anxiously  bought 
up  and  destroyed,  and  is  now  extremely  scarce.  Dawes  was  certainly 
unsteady  in  his  attentions  to  his  school,  resentful  of  all  interference 
with  his  management,  and  cuttingly  satirical ;  but  he  was  also  firmly 
seated  in  his  office,  and  a  giant  and  a  king  where  he  was.  At  last 
in  1749,  the  Corporation  executed  a  bond,  granting  him  an  annuity 
of  ^80  for  his  life,  and  allowing  him  to  receive  a  stipulated  fine  on 
all  renewals  of  leases  of  property  belonging  to  the  Hospital,  in  which 
one  life  had  fallen  in ;  he,  on  his  part  resigned  both  of  the  offices 
he  held.  After  this  he  retired  to  a  house  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyne, 
at  Heworth  shore,  where  at  that  time  only  three  or  four  families 
resided.  The  banks  of  the  river,  on  both  sides,  being  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood covered  with  oak  wood,  the  situation  he  selected  was  sweet 
and  retired.  His  chief  amusement  was  rowing  a  boat  in  the  Tyne. 
He  brewed  good  ale,  and  a  humorous  and  eccentric  blacksmith  of 
Bill  Quay  frequently  partook  of  it.  During  one  year  he  resided  at 
Monkton,  and  then  returned  to  his  former  habitation.  He  is  des- 
cribed to  have  been  strong,  tall,  and  corpulent,  and  his  hair,  which 
was  thick  and  flowing,  was  snowy  white.  His  nose  had  ^^some 
.  degree  of  the  Socratic  Simotes^^  or  flatness,  and  when  the  children 
teazed  him  on  account  of  these  peculiarities,  he  would  shake  his  stick 
at  them,  and  then  perhaps  throw  some  copper  amongst  them,  enjoy- 
ing the  scramble  it  occasioned.  He  died  at  Heworth  shore,  in  the 
house  where  he  had  lived  about  sixteen  years,*  and  was  buried  in 
Heworth  Chapel-yard.  His  grave  is  still  marked  with  a  headstone  of 
rude  workmanship,  said  to  be  the  gratuitous  oflering  of  a  country 
mason  to  the  memory  of  a  great  scholar.  The  stone  bears  the 
following  inscription :  ^'  In  Memory  of  Richard  Dawes,  late  Head 
Master  of  the  Gramme  School  of  Newcastle,  who  died  the  21st 
of  March,  1766,  aged  57.''  Above  the  inscription  is  carved  a 
trumpet,  sword,  and  scythe.  Before  the  chapel  was  rebuilt,  Mr. 
Hodgson,  the  incumbent,  carefully  removed  the  stone,  marked  the 
grave,  and  when  the  building  was  finished,  moved  the  frail  ^^  mem- 

•  See  woodcnt,  page  144. 
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oriul "  back  to  its  former  place.  A  large  block  of  basalt  lies  length- 
ways on  the  grave,  in  which  is  sunk  a  plate  of  bronze,  with  the  in- 
scription given  in  the  wood  cut  at  page  145.  Mr.  Hodgson  f^so 
procured  subscriptions  for  a  neat  mural  monument  of  marble  (repre- 
sented below),  bearing  a  suitable  inscription,  which  was  placed  in  the 
new  chapel  at  Heworth  in  182o. 
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1766  (March). — In  the  last  week  of  this  month  as  a  tailor  and  his 
mistress  had  just  gone  through  the  nuptial  ceremony  in  St.  Nicholas'' 
church,  Newcastle,  both  seeming  to  enjoy  the  greatest  felicity  in 
aocomplishingthe  ultimate  of  their  wishes,  the  bride's  magnanimity  all 
of  a  sudden  failing,  she  took  to  her  heels ;  and  though  opposed, 
made  directly  home  to  her  father's,  four  miles  into  the  country,  to 
the  no  small  surprise  of  all  present,  and  inconsolable  mortification 
of  the  good  tailor,  whom  she  would  not  see,  and  carried  her  obduracy 
so  far,  as  not  to  acknowledge  him  for  her  husband. — Gillespt/'s  Gol. 

March  29. — A  man  quarrelling  with  his  sweetheart  in  the  Old 
Flesh  market,  Newcastle,  he,  to  cool  her  passion,  thought  proper  to . 
dip  her  in  the  reservoir  of  the  pant ;  but  she,  seizing  him  by  the 
collar  to  save  herself,  dragged  him  in  with  her,  and  proving  too 
strong  for  him,  drenched  him  so  thoroughly  that  with  great  difficulty 
(by  the  interposition  of  the  spectators)  they  were  parted,  and  the 
poor  fellow  made  his  escape  in  a  most  deplorable  condition. — Ihid. 

April  12. — A  sailor  being  much  intoxicated  in  a  public-house  in 
Newcastle,  and  displeased  at  being  thwarted  in  his  unruliness,  of  a 
sudden  stripped  himself  naked,  and  after  thrashing  hecklers,  barbers, 
pitmen,  &c.,  who  it  seems,  had  been  very  active  in  endeavouring  to 
mollify  his  rage,  and  wielding  a  blow  at  every  body  in  the  house, 
ran  up  the  Side,  with  crowds  of  spectators  flying  before  him,  and 
entering  another  public-house,  attempted  to  vent  his  wrath  in  the 
same  manner;  but  meeting  at  last  with  some  people,  more  fit  for 
the  encounter  than  the  former,  he  was  happily  secured,  and  carried 
before  a  magistrate,  who  ordered  him  to  the  tower  on  the  bridge ; 
but  as  they  were  conducting  him  thither,  he  broke  loose  again  in 
the  same  manner,  and  knocking  down  all  before  him,  jumped  over 
the  battlement  of  the  bridge  into  the  river,  swam  to  a  boat,  rowed 
it  across  the  river,  landed  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  got  clear 
off,  to  the  astonishment  of  upwards  of  1,000.  people. — Gillespy's  Col. 

April  13. — Were  buried  at  St.  Andrew's  church,  Newcastle,  the 
remains  of  Roger  Dove  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  whose  ages  at  the 
time  of  their  decease  amounted  to  202  years.  They  died  within  a 
day  of  each  other,  and  were  interred  in  one  grave. — lUd, 

April  16. — An  explosion  took  place  at  South  Biddick  colliery,  by 
which  twenty -seven  lives  were  lost. —  Local  Papers, 

May  6. — Died,  at  Fallow-field  lead  mines,  near  Hexham,  Dorothy 
Frost,  widow,  aged  105  years,  who  at  that  great  age  was  able  to  dis- 
cover a  pin  upon  the  floor. — Ibid. 

Same  day,  three  houses  were  entirely  consumed  at  Tinker  Bow, 
near  Tanfield,  by  the  carelessness  of  a  person  placing  a  candle  too 
near  a  bed. — Ibid. 
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1766  (May  8). — A  paper  descriptive  of  an  interesting  altar  with  a 
Greek  inscription,  found  at  Corbridge 
in  Northumberland  was  communicated 
to  the  society  of  Antiquaries  of  Lon- 
don, and  vftiB  afterwards  published  in 
the  Archteologia,  together  with  an  en- 
graving  of  the  altar,  irom  which  the  an- 
nexed has  been  copied.    The  altar  was 
formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  rev. 
Mr.  Walton,  vicar  of  Corbridge,  whose 
collection  of  antiquities,  after  his  death, 
was  purchased  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Graham 
of  Netherby.     It  was  claimed  by  one 
of  the  late  dukes  of  Somerset,  as  beiog 
fonnd  in  his  manor  of  Corbridge ;  but 
Mr,  Walton  would  not  petmit  it  to  be 
removed,  as  it  was  discovered  on  his 
glebe.     The  chapter  of  Durham  also 
fniled  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  it  for 
their  library.     Another  altar  bearing  a  Greek  inscription,  also  found 
at  Corbridge,  was  removed  to  Northumberland-houso  in  1749,  and 
afterwards  lodged  in  the  British  Museum.     This  was  also  published 
in  the  Archteologia  and  is  given  below.     There  are  some  singular 
circumstances  attending  these  altars,  which  may  be  perhaps  deemed 
companions.     They  furnish  the  only  Greek  inscriptions  which  were 
ever  found  in  Great  Brltiiin*  ;  they  both  consist  of  a  single  hexameter ; 
they  are  inscribed  to  Syrian  deities ;  and  they  were  discovered  in  the 
same  parish  of  Corbridge. -f-     Numerous  other  Roman  renuuns  have. 
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at  various  times,  been  discovered  at  Corbridge,  unong  wbicfa  am  the 
sculptures  represented  below.  The  engravings  ate  from  the  originals 
in  the  collection  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  Newcastle.  No.  1,  of 
which  the  front  and  two  sides  are  shewn,  was  long  used  as  the  pedes- 
tal of  the  market-cross  at  Corbridge ;  the  inscription,  which  has 
occupied  live  lines,  is  nearly  obliterated.  No.  2,  is  the  remains  of  a 
lion  couchant.  No.  3,  represent*  a  figure  of  Victory,  and  judging 
from  others  of  the  same  kind,  this  seems  to  have  been  broken  off  a 
larger  tablet.  No.  4,  is  one  of  those  stones  fixed  in  the  face  of  the 
wall,  and  has  been  made  by  the  sixtli  legion. 


1766  (May  20). — A  couple  that  had  been  called  out  the  Sunday  be- 
fore, went  to  be  married  at  Kirknewton,  but  as  they  were  entering  the 
church,  a  former  lover  of  the  lady  came  riding  up,  and  leaping  off  his 
horse,  insisted  on  being  married  to  her,  as  she  had  promised  him ; 
and  producing  a  licence  a  scuffle  ensued  ;   on  which  the  vicar  called 
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for  assistance,  when  a  gentleman  came  up,  who  put  an  end  to  the 
fray,  by  insisting  on  the  girPs  taking  her  choice  of  the  two  lovers ; 
when  she  chose  him  with  the  licence,  and  they  went  into  the  church 
and  were  married  to  the  great  disappointment  of  the  other,  who  went 
off  in  a  great  rage. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

1766  (June). — As  some  workmen  were  pulling  down  an  old  kitchen 
at  Dilston-hall,  they  found  several  old  silver  coins ;  and  in  a  vault  ad- 
joining, a  wooden  vessel  lined  with  lead,  of  an  uncommon  shape  and 
quite  fresh. — Local  Papers. 

June  3. — A  man  was  married  at  Allendale  church  to  his  fourth 
wife.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  this  man  had  been  fifteen 
times  published  in  that  church,  with  different  women,  and  by  the 
same  clergyman. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

July  12. — A  great  entertainment  was  given  at  Denton  hall,  the 
seat  of  the  honourable  Edward  Montagu,  M.  P.,  for  Huntingdon,  on 
account  of  winning  coal  at  West  Denton.  The  coal  was  esteemed 
equal  in  quality  to  that  of  Long  Benton,  which  was  then  worked 
out.  All  the  workmen,  with  their  wives,  walked  in  procession 
to  the  great  court  before  the  hall,  with  colours  flying  and  a  band  of 
music ;  from  whence,  after  a  general  salute  of  three  huzzas,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  a  field  east  of  the  house,  where  several  long  tables  were 
placed  sufficient  to  contain  all  the  company,  consisting  of  377  men 
and  women,  the  tenants  and  workmen  upon  the  estate.  These  tables 
were  each  furnished  with  a  large  piece  of  beef,  mutton,  or  veal,  to 
which  were  added,  twice  as  many  fruit  puddings,  the  size  of  which 
may  be  guessed  at  by  the  quantity  of  flour  used  for  them  and  the 
pies,  which  was  no  less  than  two  sacks  ;  the  rest  of  the  dinner  con- 
sisted of  two  sheep,  of  144fts.  each,  and  several  hundred  weight  of 
beef,  one  of  the  sheep  was  roasted  whole,  and  the  other,  with  the  beef 
boiled  in  a  large  brewing  vessel.  Abundance  of  ale,  strong  beer,  and 
punch,  was  consumed.  Dinner  being  ended,  the  company  again  re- 
'urned  to  the  great  court,  and  being  drawn  up  in  a  circle,  with  Mr. 
Montagu  and  his  lady  in  the  centre,  they  toasted  the  royal  family, 
the  donors,  the  coal  trade,  &c.,  accompanied  with  loud  huzzas,  after 
which  they  concluded  the  evening  with  country  dances  and  other 
diversions,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present. — Local  Papers. 

July  21 . — Newcastle  was  visited  by  a  thunder  stoi*m,  with  very 
heavy  showers  of  rain ;  the  waters  overflowed  the  channels,  and  run 
into  several  shops  in  the  low  part  of  the  town,  but  happily  little  dam- 
age was  done.  At  Stannington,  on  the  Morpeth  road,  the  house  of 
Mr.  Marshal  was  rent  by  the  lightning,  and  the  chimney  thrown 
down,  the  windows  broke,  the  china  in  a  beaufet  overturned  and 
broken,  and  two  dogs  killed.    The  family  being  fortunately  in  a  differ- 
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ent  part  of  the  house  received  no  hurt.  At  Berwick  they  had  the 
heaviest  ram,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  ever  known  at  that  place. 
The  lightning  struck  the  gallows  and  shivered  it  aU  to  pieces ;  a  man 
that  was  close  by  it,  loading  his  cart,  received  no  hurt.  Great  damage 
was  done  at  several  places  in  Northumberland  by  the  heavy  rains ; 
particularly  at  Morpeth,  the  river  was  swollen  so  much,  that  several 
meadows  were  overflowed  with  water,  and  large  quantities  of  hay 
carried  away  by  it :  many  sheep  were  likewise  drowned.  In  the  west, 
they  had  heavy  showers  of  hailstones  accompanied  with  dreadful  claps 
of  thunder.  A  man  belonging  to  Mr.  Douglas  of  Harnham,  near 
Bdsay  castle,  was  killed  by  the  lightning.  At  Knaresdale,  the  river 
Tyne  rose  so  suddenly,  that  several  persons  bathing  were  swept  away, 
and  had  not  time  to  save  their  clothes ;  the  wife  of  Thomas  Wallis,  a 
weaver,  as  she  was  crossing  on  stepping  stones,  was  carried  away  and 
drowned ;  the  flood  rolled  a  yard  perpendicular.  At  Whitford  in 
AUendale,  the  water  rose  in  the  same  manner,  almost  instantly : 
several  boys  bathing,  lost  their  clothes;  one  of  them  was  carried 
down  the  stream  for  near  half  a  mile,  when  luckily  a  man  and  horse 
ventured  in,  and  with  difficulty  saved  him  from  drowning. — Gillespy^s 
Col. 

1766  (July  24). — ^Died  at  Benwell,  near  Newcastle,  John  Hogg, 
102  years  old,  who  was  a  fisherman  above  70  years.  What  is  very 
remarkable,  he  was  never  known  to  swear  an  oath. — IHd. 

August  2. — ^A  temporary  pillory  was  erected  on  the  Sandhill,  New- 
eastle,  and  Jean  Grey,  for  the  crime  of  perjury,  was  placed  and  stood 
therein  one  hour  at  mid-day,  as  an  example  of  public  shame,  in  the  pre- 
0ence  of  many  thousands  of  spectators,  who  behaved  toward  her  with 
great  decency  and  humanity.  She  had  been  detected  in  the  utterance 
of  a  forged  note  of  the  Newcastle  bank,  value  five  pounds.  Upon  her 
examination,  she  accused  one  Jameson,  an  engraver,  with  whom  she  co- 
habited, as  the  person  from  whom  she  got  it,  and  said  that  she  had  seen 
him  engrave  and  fill  up  notes,  of  which  she  made  oath  of  the  truth,  and 
BigDed  her  eicamination  before  a  magistrate.  Jameson  escaped,  but  was 
taken  at  Glasgow,  and  tried  at  the  ensuing  assizes.  Grey  could  not  think 
€/t  hanging  her  lover,  and  well  knowing  the  punishment  that  awaited  her, 
she  boldly  denied  what  she  had  previously  made  oath  of,  upon  which  the 
judge  ordered  an  indictment  to  be  drawn  for  perjury,  with  intent  to  take 
sway  the  life  of  a  man  who  had  been  tried  and  found  innocent.  She  was 
tried  in  an  hour,  found  guilty,  sentenced  to  be  pilloried  and  transported 
seven  years.  She  lived  in  the  High-bridge,  and  was  famous  for  making 
excellent  mutton  pies,  to  which  place  she  returned  at  the  expiration  of 
lier  banishment,  and  resumed  the  making  of  pies,  for  which  she  had  a 
greater  demand  than  before.'" — Local  Sec.  Sfc, 
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1766  (Aug.  16) .-A  captain  in  the  army,  who,  a  short  time  before,  left 
Newcastle  with  a  recruiting  party,  took  his  dog  with  him  in  the  chaise 
as  far  as  Leeds,  from  which  place  he  put  him  out  to  walk  to  Derby ; 
and  on  leaving  that  place  in  the  afternoon  of  the  above  day,  the  dog 
was  left  by  some  accident,  which  he  not  long  after  finding,  set  out 
for  Newcastle,  where  he  arrived  on  the  18th,  being  less  than  six  and 
forty  hours  in  coming  an  unknown  way  of  180  miles.  It  is  ima- 
gined his  not  having  ate  upon  the  road  had  occasioned  his  sorely 
jaded  appearance,  and  his  legs  being  much  swollen  when  he  arrived. 
— Local  Papers. 

August  16. — Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'^clock,  being  moonlight, 
a  young  man  was  observed  walking  on  the  burying  ground  at  the 
Ballast  hills,  and  looking  at  the  tomb-stones,  but  perceiving  he  was 
observed  by  two  men,  he  walked  off;  upon  which  they  went  to  the 
place  he  had  left,  when  they  found  a  stick  stuck  into  one  of  the 
graves,  with  a  piece  of  white  paper  at  the  top ;  this  they  left  till  the 
morning,  when  going  again,  they  found  the  earth  had  been  newly 
turned  over,  which  giving  great  room  for  suspicion,  the  grave  was 
soon  after  opened,  and  the  coffin  of  a  child  was  found  without  the 
corpse,  which  had  been  interred  but  a  day  before. — Ihid. 

August  18. — Died  at  Acklington,  near  Warkworth,  Northumber- 
land Mary  Humphrey,  aged  102  years.  Her  faculties  were  very 
strong. — Ihid. 

August  22. — A  most  melancholy  accident  happened  at  Lambton 
colliery,  near  Ghester-le-street.  The  workmen  to  the  number  of  an 
hundred,  had  but  just  left  off  work,  and  three  masons  vath  as  many 
labourers,  had  been  let  down,  in  order  to  build  a  partition,  to  secure 
the  coals  from  taking  fire  by  the  lamp,  when  the  said  lamp  being 
let  down  at  the  request  of  the  masons,  to  raiify  the  air,  the  latter 
in  an  instant  took  fire,  with  a  terrible  explosion,  made  its  way  up 
the  pit,  destroying  men,  horses,  and  all  in  its  passage.  The  noise 
of  the  explosion  was  heard  above  three  miles  round,  and  the  flash 
was  as  visible  as  a  flash  of  lightning ;  the  men  below  were  driven 
by  its  force  up  through  the  shaft  or  great  tube,  like  balls  out  of 
a  cannon,  and  every  thing  that  resisted,  shared  the  same  fate. 
The  neighbouring  people  being  alarmed,  collected  in  order  to  give 
assistance,  but  found  only  heads,  arms,  and  legs,  thrown  out  to  a 
great  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  pit.  The  ground,  for  acres, 
was  covered  with  timber,  coals,  &c.  All  the  partitions,  trap-dooiB, 
corves,  wood  props,  and  linings,  were  swept  away,  together  with  the 
engine  for  drawing  up  the  coals,  and  all  its  apparatus. — Brand. 

August  24. — Died,  at  Hexham,  Elizabeth  Bobison,  aged  upwards 
of  100  years. — Local  Papers. 
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1766  (Aogust  24). — Early  in  the  morning  severa)  of  the  iohabit- 
ants  of  the  Side,  Newcastle,  were  greatly  alan 
l^  the  ory  of  munler,  a  woman  being  attacked 
a  ruffian,  who,  after  demandin^r  her  money,   i 
meeting  with  re^stanoe,  had  drawn  a  large  kr 
with  which  he  was  outting  her  clothes  off,  and  1 
very  near  stripped  her  naked,  when  her  contin 
shrieks  at  last  brought  two  men  to  her  assist- 
ance ;  but  the  villain  escaped,  after  giving  one 
of  them,  who  endeavoured  to  retain  him,  a 
shocking  gash  on  his  hand  with  the  knife.* 
The  accompanying  engraving  represents  some 
of  the  fine  old  houses  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Side,  where  the  street  retains  much  of  its 
antient  character   (1842).     It  is  so  named 
from  its  standing  on  the  "  Side ""  of  the  mud- 
dy stream,  called  the  Lort-bum,  now  covered 
over,  but  which  runs  unseen,  down  the  middle 
of  the  thoroughfare  and  falls  into  the  Tyne. 

These  "  overhanging  glories  of  the  Elizabethan  period  "  as  Dr.  Dibdin 
calls  them,  the  silent  witnesses  of  deeds  of  antient  hospitality  and 
generosity,  never  more  to  be  enacted  in  this  selfish  and  degenerate 
age,  are  now  for  the  most  part  converted  into  warehouses  and  offices. 

August. — Matthew  Richardson  was  buried  at  Whalton,  who  died 
at  Ogle,  Northumberland,  at  the  advanced  age  of  111  years, —  Whtl- 
ioa  Reg. 

September  14. — A  person  named  Christopher  Hull,  two  shoe- 
makers, named  Rippon,  and  a  weaver,  in  company  together  at  a 
public  house,  at  Wolviston,  near  Stockton,  Durham,  having  quarrel- 
led, went  out  to  the  fields  to  fight,  when  Hull  received  a  stab  in  the 
heart  with  a  knife,  which  killed  him  on  the  spot.  At  the  assizes 
held  at  Durham  in  August  1767,  James  and  John  Bippon  were  tried 
for  the  murder  of  Hull,  found  guilty,  and  burnt  in  the  hand. — Gillet- 
pg't  Col. 

Same  day,  in  the  afternoon,  there  fell  at  Haltwhistle,  Northum- 
beriand  a  violent  shower  of  hail  accompanied  with  dreadful  claps  of 
thunder.  The  hailstones,  were  larger  than  pigeon  eggs,  some  which 
were  measured,  were  three  inches  and  a  half  in  circumference,  and 
some  exceeded  four.  This  tremendous  storm,  made  great  devastation 
among  the  com ;  and  one  field  of  oats  was  so  much  damaged  as  only 
to  serve  for  fodder.     The  windows  of  the  church  were  sadly  broken 
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while  the  people  were  attending  divine  service ;  and  what  is  fiirUier 
remarkable  nothing  of  the  storm  was  felt  at  Henshaw,  a  village  only 
four  miles  distant. — GUlespy'^s  Col, 

1766  (Sep.)  18. — Workmen  began  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  oov- 
ered  cross  and  shambles  in  the  market-plaoe,  in  Hexham.  They  wue 
erected  at  the  charge  of  sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart. — Local  Papers. 

September  23. — ^Died,  in  London,  John  Brown,  D.D.  vicar  of  New- 
castle, an  author  of  considerable  reputation  in  his  day.  He  was  bom 
at  Bothbury,  in  Northumberland,  where  his  father  was  curate,  in 
1715.  His  principal  works  are  an  '*  Essay  on  Shaftsbury^s  charac- 
teristics,'" 1751,  and  an  *"*"  Estimate  of  the  manners  and  Principles  of 
the  Times,*"  1755.  The  latter  work  attracted  much  attention  at  the 
time  of  its  publication  ;  and,  as  the  author  had  formed  a  very  low  es- 
timate of  the  state  of  English  society  at  that  period^  he  was  assailed  by 
a  host  of  opponents,  some  of  whom  accused  him  generally  as  a  whole- 
sale libeller  of  his  country ;  while  others  attacked  him  with  the  weap- 
ons of  coarse  satire,  related  exaggerated  anecdotes  of  the  ^^  fiddling 
doctor^s '"  own  manners  and  principles — ^for,  like  Dr.  Conyers  Middle- 
ton,  he  sometimes  amused  himself  with  the  violin — and  chaxged  him 
with  drawing  his  ^' Estimate^  from  himself.  He  also  wrote  the 
tragedy  of  Barbarossa,  and  is  supposed  to  have  assisted  Avison, 
organist  of  St.  Nicholas\  Newcastle,  in  his  ^'  Essay  on  Musical  EIx- 
pression.*"  Dr.. Brown  received  an  invitation  to  Petersburgh  from 
the  empress  Catherine,  to  assist  in  drawing  up  a  plan  of  education, 
which  he  accepted^  and  had  made  preparations  for  the  voyage,  when 
he  became  unsettled  in  his  mind,  and  committed  suicide  at  his  lodg- 
ings in  Pall  Mall. — BambUs  in  Norihd,  ^e. 

In  the  last  week  of  September,  the  wife  of  a  master  of  a  ship 
at  Blyth,  was  delivered  of  five  male  children,  all  likely  to  Uve. — 
CAatto's  CoL 

Same  month,  as  some  labourers  were  digging  near  Berwick,  they 
discovered  a  quantity  of  silver  coins,  which  were  found  to  be  Roman, 
and  struck  in  the  reign  of  Augustus  Gsesar. — Local  Papers, 

October  18. — At  Dotland  park,  near  Hexham,  a  brood  goose,  which 
had  cleared  lOs.  a  year  to  the  owner  for  twenty  eight  years  past,  was, 
this  month,  cut  off  by  a  decay  of  nature,  at  the  age  of  32  years.  An 
uncommon  instance  of  longevity  in  those  animals. — GUleepy^s  Col. 

October  25. — In  honour  of  the  king^s  accession  to  the  throne,  the 
bells  in  Durham  cathedral  were  rung  for  the  first  time  after  being 
re-hung  on  one  level,  the  tenor  bell  being  35  xswt.  The  third  bell 
had  been  re-cast  by  Mr.  Greorge  Dalton,  the  eight  bells  were  framed 
and  re-hung  by  Mr.  Francis  Ellis.  The  exactness  of  the  new  bell 
both  in  tune  and  tone  to  the  peal,  the  construction  of  the  frame,  and 
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easy  ringing  of  Uia  whole,  were  allowed  by  all  cfompetent  judges  to 
have  been  oompleted  in  a  masteriy  manner ;  the  length  of  each  side 
of  the  new  frame  being  1 6  inches  shorter  than  the  old  one,  in  which 
the  bells  hung  in  two  heighte.^ — Local  Papers. 

1766  (Nov.  2).— Died,  at  Great  Whittington,  in  Northumberfand, 
John  Bobinson,  in  the  103d  year  of  his  age,  who,  until  within  a  few 
years  of  hia  death,  could  read  without  the  help  of  Hpectacles. — Ibid. 
NoT«nber  8. — A  horee  which  had  been  left  at  the  door  of  an  inn, 
■  in  the  Bi^  market,  Newcastle,  took  fright,  and  ran  furiously  down 
the  street  and  past  the  east  end  of  Denton  chare,  then  by  the  head 
of  the  Side,  and  King  street,  to  the  Long  stun,  which  it  leaped  down 
with  amazing  expertness,  and  tamed  along  the  Close,  in  full  speed  to 
the  lime  kilns  at  the  foot  of  the  Forth  banks,  where  he  was  taken. 
In  his  flight  through  the  streets  several  people  were  knocked  down 
and  injured,  particularly  a  man  who  had  his  skull  fractured,  and  waa 
otherwise  terribly  bruised,  and  a  woman  who  had  her  collar  bone 
broke. — Ibid. 


BEXIUH,  NORTIICTUREni.AHII. 

November  10. — Owing  to  incessant  rain  with  a  bolaterous  south 
west  wind,  the  Tyne  waa  very  high ;  the  haughs  near  Hexham  were 
overflowed ;  and  Mr.  Lorrain,  who  was  endeavouring  to  ride  the  west 
ford,  near  Beaufront,  was  carried  down  the  river  by  the  rapidity  of 
the  current,  and  drowned.  On  the  30th  of  December,  the  body  of 
Mr.  Lorrain  was  found,  being  left  by  the  tide  near  Kedheugh.  The 
distance  between  the  place  where  he  was  drowned,  and  that  where 
the  corpse  was  discovered,  is  not  less  than  twenty  miles,  two  thirds  of 
which  is  the  unnavigable  pwrt  of  the  river. — GilUspy't  Col. 
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1766  (Nov.  11).— Died,  at  Whalton,  near  Morpeth,  Mat^iaret 
Pickering,  aged  100  yeara,  who  retained  her  faculties  to  the  laat 
— Local  Papers. 

November  21. — A  whale,  measuring  17  yards  in  length,  woa  cau^t 
by  the  crew  of  a  ship  coming  from  Stockton  to  Newcastle,  and  was 
towed  into  Seaton  in  the  county  of  Durham ;  when  it  touched  the 
ground  it  made  such  a  noise  as  to  be  heard  several  miles  off. — Ibid. 

November  21. — The  prisoners  in  the  house  of  correction,  at  New- 
castle, attempted  to  burn  the  house,  by  setting  their  bed  straw  on  fire, 
hoping  no  doubt,  to  effect  their  escape ;  but  the  affair  being  happily 
discovered,  before  the  building  took  fire,  their  scheme  was  frustrated. 
— GilUiptf's  Col. 

December  2.— Died,  at  Hexham,  Mrs.  Mary  Bell,  aged  104  years. 
She  was  the  oldest  person  in  that  town. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  died  at  Sunderland,  John  Heather,  aged  105  years. 
—Ibid. 

The  number  of  ships  cleared  at  Newcastle  this  year,  amounted  to 
414i,  of  which  45S  were  to  ioreign  ports ;  and  the  number  cleared 
at  Sunderland  amounted  to  4229  ;  which  last  though  less  in  tonnage, 
is  86  more  than  from  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

The  chapel  at  Widdrington,  Northumberland,  which  had  remained 
in  a  deplorable  state  for  upwards  of  forty  years  before,  was,  this  year, 
repured  by  sir  George  Warren,  since  which  time  duty  has  been 
unifonnly  done  in  it.  It  is  an  antient  fabric,  and  consista  of  a  nave 
and  chancel,  which  have  undergone  frequent  alterations  and  repairs. 
The  chancel  is  .'^6  and  a  half  feet  by  17  feet  7  inches,  and  has  an  orar 
tory  or  chantry  porch  projecting  from  it  on  the  south,  lifted  by  tw 
windows,  and  opening  under  one  arch  into  the  chancel  itself,  and  by 
another  into  the  south  aisle  of  the  nave.  This  porch  is  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  church  by  an  old  oak  screen,  and  has  an  altar 
sink-stone  in  the  south  wall.      The  east  window  of  the  chancel  has 
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three  lights,  and  in  its  north  wall  there  are  two  sepulchral  cells,  one 
with  a  flat,  the  other  with  a  pointed  arch,  and  the  Widdrington  arms 
over  it,  but  both  of  them  without  recumbent  figures.  The  altar  sink- 
stone  is  unusually  large.  Three  corbules  still  remain  under  the  east 
window,  which  probably  assisted  in  supporting  the  dborium  or  canopy 
of  the  altar,  before  the  time  of  the  reformation. — Hodgson's  Northd, 

1767  (Jan.  2). — Friday,  there  was  a  great  storm  with  the  wind  at 
N.  £.  the  sea  run  very  high,  and  great  damage  ensued  among  the 
shipping  at  Shields.  In  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  Morning  Star, 
of  Stockton,  from  Bergen,  with  deals  and  spirits,  was  stranded  on  the 
Herd,  near  Tynemouth.  The  crew  and  part  of  the  cargo  were  saved ; 
but  the  hands  of  the  sailors  were  so  benumbed  with  cold,  that  one  of 
them  died  next  morning.  At  Sunderland  the  tide  was  so  high,  that 
a  ship  on  the  stocks  was  carried  across  the  river,  and  staved  against 
a  house  on  the  opposite  shore  and  did  considerable  damage.  Great 
quantities  of  timber  were  washed  away  by  the  water. — CHllespy^s  Col. 

January  7. — Died,  at  Newcastle,  Mrs.  Eaty  Jefferson,  spinster, 
aged  70  years,  who  kept  Eaty''s  coifee-house  there  for  the  last  fifty 
years  of  her  life.  The  great  resort  of  company  to  her  house  did  not 
prevent  her  exercising  her  industry  in  other  respects,  particularly  in 
spinning  in  which  she  excelled  ;  one  web  of  19  yards  she  brought  to 
such  p^ection,  that  she  refused  to  take  half  a  guinea  a  yard  for  it ; 
which  was  offered  her  by  a  lady ;  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  she 
worked  at  this  web  no  less  than  ttoenty  years. — Ibid, 

January  14. — There  was  so  much  snow  in  Weardale,  in  the 
parish  of  Stanhope,  and  county  of  Durham,  that  an  old  midwife  of 
great  repute  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  a  wife  in  labour  near  six 
miles  on  a  fir  deal,  escorted  by  two  men,  one  on  each  side,  and 
drawn  by  a  third,  the  snow  being  level  with  the  fences. — Ibid. 

January  16. — ^A  large  seal  was  seen  on  the  ice  in  the  river  Tyne. 
—Ibid. 

January  29. — Died,  in  Westgate  Street,  Newcastle,  John  Richard- 
son, aged  101  years,  who  had  served  Mr.  Swinbume^s  family,  in  the 
capacity  of  gardener,  upwards  of  50  years. — Local  Papers. 

January. — There  was  at  this  time,  at  Mr.  LangstaflTs,  of  the 
Wham,  in  the  parish  of  Hamsterley,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  a  Mag- 
pye,  which  sat  seven  eggs  in  its  nest,  in  a  tree,  during  a  very  severe 
storm,  and  hatched  six  young  ones. — Gillespy's  Col. 

This  month,  died  at  Ulgham,  near  Morpeth,  John  Brotherwick, 
aged  105  years,  who  retained  his  faculties  to  the  last. — Newc.  Cowram;6. 

February  10. — John  Storey  a  blacksmith,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Belford,  Northumberland,  having  courted  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Elliot,  a  widow,  who  kept  a  farm  at  Beal,  near  Haggerston, 
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going  one  day  to  her  house  to  ask  for  his  sweetheart,  found  none  at 
home  but  the  old  woman,  who,  on  his  asking  for  her  daughter,  told  him 
she  was  not  at  home,  but  inquired  to  what  purpose  was  his  courting  her 
daughter,  for  she  could  not  bring  him  above  ^20.  and  if  he  would 
please  her  she  would  wish  him  to  one  of  £500.  On  which  he  replied, 
he  would  ever  with  gratitude  acknowledge  the  favour.  Then  I  am 
the  person  (says  she)  if  you^ll  accept  of  the  offer ;  on  which  a  bargain 
was  struck  immediately,  and  on  the  above  day  they  were  married  at 
Kilo.  The  bridegroom  was  only  18  years  of  age  and  the  bride  64.; — 
Gillespy's  Col. 

1767  (Feb.  13)  .-A  most  shocking  murder  was  perpetrated  at  Har- 
raton,  near  Lambton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  by  Ann  Wilson,  on 
her  own  husband,  as  he  was  sitting  by  his  fire  side.  She  having  per- 
ceived him  sleeping,  came  behind  with  an  axe,  and  struck  him  on  one 
side  of  his  neck  with  all  her  force,  and  cut  through  the  gullet :  upon 
which  he  immediately  started  up  with  all  the  horror  and  pangs  of  a 
dying  person ;  but  she  repeated  the  blow,  and  clove  him  on  one  mde 
of  his  head,  which  brought  him  to  the  ground,  and  he  expired  direct- 
ly. The  woman,  was  conmiitted  to  Duham  gaol ;  and  at  the  assizes 
in  August  the  same  year  was  found  guilty,  but  insane. — Hid. 

March  10. — During  the  night,  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  Newcastle,  was 
broken  open,  by  undermining  the  wall  of  the  east  side,  and  forcing  out 
the  facing  stones,  which  made  a  hole  15  inches  by  13  through  which 
the  following  prisoners  made  their  escape,  viz : — George  GhkuU  a  flax- 
dresser,  under  sentence  of  death  for  house  breaking  and  horse  stealing, 
a  notorious  character.  He  was  tried  at  the  Newcastle  assizes  about 
five  years  previous,  for  breaking  into  the  town  clerk^s  office,  and  taking 
oat  of  a  desk  2ibove  <f  300  in  cash.  He  had  an  accomplice  with  him, 
named  Joseph  Bams,  of  the  same  trade,  who  turned  evidence  for  the 
king,  and  so  jesuitically  evaded  the  letter  of  the  law  that  both  were 
acquitted,  although  the  judge  and  jury  believed  them  guilty.  Also 
William  Wilkinson,  alias  Hobson,  for  forgiMg  a  seaman'^s  will,  and  per- 
sonating Hobson,  who  died  on  his  passage  from  the  West  Indies,  by 
which  he  received  upwards  of  £50.  Had  he  not  pursued  his  villainy 
he  would  not  have  been  suspected ;  but  he  also  forged  a  letter  of 
attorney,  some  time  after,  to  receive  the  said  Hobson^s  wages,  by 
which  he  was  detected  by  the  agent  at  the  pay  office,  and  committed 
to  Newgate.  Likewise  John  EUerton,  for  horse  stealing.  When 
taken,  had  ^17.  in  his  pocket,  and  the  iron  shackles  that  are  usually 
put  on  horses  feet  to  prevent  their  being  stolen.  One  of  the  messen- 
gers dispatched  in  pursuit  of  these  notorious  felons,  on  his  arrival  at 
Jedburgh,  on  the  13th,  got  intelligence  of  their  having  passed  through 
that  place  the  same  day  ;  on  which  he  applied  to  the  bailifib  of  the 
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town  for  their  assiataDee,  who  granted  him  two  men,  to  aet  off  in 
searoh  on  different  roads,  appointing  a  place  to  meet  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  when  on  Friday  night,  the  two  men  heard  thoy  had  stopped  at 
an  hedge  ale-house  about  ten  miles  north  of  Jodburgh,  where  they 
directly  went,  and  found  them  all  three  in  bed  and  had  them  secured. 
Mr,  Orde  the  gaoler  on  receiving  intelligence  of  their  capture,  set  out 
with  proper  assistance,  to  take  them  again  into  hia  ouBtody :  and  on 
the  18th,  Gfiull  and  \VilkinBon  were  brought  to  town,  nnd  safely 
lodged  in  the  dungeon  of  Newgate.  Bllerton  the  horse  stealer  being 
left  at  Morpeth,  a  prisoner  in  the  county  gaol. — Ihid. 


1767  (March  16).— Died,  at  Gateshead,  Edward  Train,  gardener, 
who  went  hy  the  name  of  "T/ie  Hermit."  He  had  lived  six  and  twenty 
years  in  a  cottage  in  his  garden,  and  during  that  time  had  never  lain 
in  a  bed.  The  reason  of  this  retired  life  was  swd  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  a  disappointment  in  love. — Gillespy't  Col. 

March. — Died,  at  Jesmond,  Grace  Coxon,  aged  107  years.  She 
was  the  oldest  parishioner  of  St.  Andrew's,  Newcastle. — Ihid. 

March  27. — A  terrible  accident  happened  at  a  colliery,  near  Fat- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  The  colliery  was  80  fathoms  deep, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  above  day,  when  all  the  hands  were 
at  work,  a  tremendous  explosion  occurred,  by  which  39  penwms  lost 
their  lives.  The  bodies  were  found  in  a  most  mangled  condition. — 
Local  Papert. 

March  30. — The  vane  was  affixed  to  the  spiro  of  St.  Ann's  chapel, 
Newcastle,  and  the  next  day  the  removal  of  the  scaffold  was  corn- 
men  ced . — Ibid. 

March. — A  very  whimsical  accident  happened  at  Durham.  Two 
jolly  tars  had  purchased  a  four  wheeled  post  chaise  in  London,  which 
they  had  got  a  painter  in  Long  Aero  to  ornament  with  antihors  and 
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masts  and  cannon,  and  a  crowd  of  sea  objects.  In  this  chaise  they 
would  needs  be  driven  post  with  six  horses  down  to  Alnwick,  where 
their  sweethearts  lived.  They  came  the  greatest  part  of  the  way 
Me  smoke  as  the  phrase  is ;  but  at  Ferryhill  they  were  so  impatient 
to  get  along,  that  they  would  not  wait  to  have  the  wheels  of  their 
machine  greased,  crying  ^^  Damn  it,  she  has  had  tar  enough  for  all 
the  voyage  ! ''  so  off  they  came  full  speed ;  but  just  as  they  entered 
Durham,  their  wheels  tookfire^  and  the  chaise  was  all  in  a  blaze  about 
them.  They  hallooed  prodigiously,  till  a  number  of  the  populace 
gathered  round,  and  threw  pails  full  of  water  upon  them,  which  extin- 
guished the  fire ;  but  the  poor  tars,  singed  and  drenched,  made  a 
most  ludicrous  appearance. — Gillespy's  Col, 

1767  (April  10). — Eleven  horses  were  burnt  to  death  in  a  coal  pit 
at  Chester-haugh,  occasioned  by  the  carelessness  of  the  keeper,  who 
had  left  a  candle  burning  in  the  stable,  by  which  the  hay  and  straw 
wore  set  on  fire. — Ibid. 

April  13. — A  fine  brig,  called  the  Margaret  and  Winifred,  was 
launched  off  Mr.  Forster^s  quay,  in  Hillgate,  Gateshead,  being  the 
first  ever  built  in  that  street. — Local  Papers. 

April  18. — Richard  Clark,  was  executed  at  York,  for  breaking  into 
a  house  near  Knaresborough,  in  that  county.  As  this  man  was  one 
of  the  Faw  Gang^  which  so  long  infested  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land, it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  relate  the  particulars  of  his  life, 
which  he  left  behind  in  his  own  hand  writing : — He  stated  that  he 
was  bom  at  Spital,  near  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  in  1739  ;  that  in  1750, 
his  father  and  mother,  along  with  WiUiam  Fall,  John  Fall,  and  his 
wife,  and  some  others,  were  committed  to  Morpeth  gaol  for  breaking 
into  a  shop  in  that  town,  and  at  the  quarter  sessions  they  were  or- 
dered to  be  transported  for  seven  years.  About  a  year  after,  he  met 
with  a  cousin  at  Richmond  fair,  who  had  returned  from  transporta- 
tion before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  soon  after  met  with  his 
father  and  mother  who  had  also  returned  from  transportation,  and 
travelled  about  the  country,  and  at  different  places  put  him  to  school. 
They  afterwards  went  to  Ireland,  where  they,  with  four  or  five  more 
of  their  gang,  were  imprisoned  for  theft,  but  discharged  for  want  of 
evidence.  From  thence  they  returned  to  England,  where  they  con- 
tinued their  old  practices  of  house-breaking,  horse-stealing,  and  pocket 
picking.  About  eight  years  before  his  execution,  he  was  convicted  at 
the  assizes  at  Newcastle,  for  a  highway  robbery,  and  transported,  bat 
returned  again  in  less  than  a  year,  and  joined  his  father  and  mother 
with  the  rest  of  the  gang.  In  1762,  he  was  convicted  of  horse-steal- 
ing at  Shrewsbury,  where  he  received  sentence  of  death,  but  was 
reprieved  the  day  before  that  fixed  for  his  execution,  and  afterwards 
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transported  to  Maryland,  from  whence  he  also  soon  returned,  and 
coming  to  Warrington  in  Lancashire,  he  was  informed  of  his  wife 
having  been  hanged  at  Coventry.  He  then  went  in  quest  of  his  mother, 
and  met  with  her  at  Newcastle.  A  short  time  after  he  was  com- 
mitted to  Carlisle  gaol  for  house-breaking,  of  which  he  was  convicted, 
and  in  1765,  transported  to  Virginia,  but  soon  returned  from  thence, 
met  with  his  mother  once  more  at  Newcastle,  and  broke  into  several 
houses  in  the  summer  of  1766,  but  got  little  money  or  other  effects, 
except  from  a  house  near  Durham,  from  whence  he  took  about  «£^13., 
and  the  24  guineas  which  he  got  in  Mark  Hattersley^s  house,  the 
robbery  for  which  he  suffered.  Several  times  when  short  of  money,  he 
enlisted  as  a  soldier,  but  always  soon  deserted. — Local  Bee, 

1767  (April  29). — At  the  quarter  sessions  for  Newcastle,  a  bill  of 
indictment  was  preferred  against  a  farmer  at  Horton,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  for  buying  a  cow  and  a  calf  at  Newcastle  fair,  and  selling 
them  again  at  the  same  fair ;  not  having  kept  or  fed  them  for  five 
weeks,  as  required  by  the  statute  of  5  Ed.  VI. — GUllespys  OoL 

April. — This  month,  a  very  curious  engine  for  extracting  water  out 
of  ships,  &c.,  was  tried  at  Belford,  in  Northumberland.  It  was  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Cuthbert  Clark  of  that  place.  This  machine  with  two 
men  only,  raised  in  one  hour  upwards  of  20,000  gallons  of  water 
twenty  feet  high. — Local  Papers, 

May. — Workmen  commenced  pulling  down  some  part  of  Dilston 
Hall,  near  Hexham,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  governors  of  Green- 
wich hospital,  it  being  in  a  very  ruinous  condition. — Ibid, 

May  13. — A  poor  woman  near  Byker  Bar,  being  accused  of  steal- 
ing some  raddishes  out  of  a  garden,  was  so  affected  with  the  charge 
againt  her,  that  she  cut  her  throat  in  a  desperate  manner,  while  she 
was  in  bed  with  her  husband. — Gillespy's  Col, 

May. — As  some  workmen  were  clearing  away  the  earth  and  rubbish 
from  a  limestone  quarry,  near  Corbridge^  at  the  depth  of  about  18 
inches  from  the  surface,  they  found  four  perfect  human  skeletons. 
The  bones  were  very  fair,  and  exactly  in  the  form  they  had  been  in 
the  body  when  living.  They  seemed  to  have  been  young  full  grown 
persons,  as  the  teeth  were  white  and  complete  in  the  jaws.  The 
oldest  people  in  the  neighbourhood  did  not  remember  having  heard 
any  tradition,  nor  of  any  person  having  been  buried  near  this  place. — 
Local  Papers. 

May  31. — Married  at  Whitley  chapel,  in  Northumberland,  by  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  John  Anderson,  an  eminent  farmer  at  Oardley, 
to  Miss  Jane  Broad  wood,  of  the  Lee,  both  near  Hexham.  It  was 
remarked  at  the  wedding,  that  the  bridegroom  was  a  Presbyterian, 
the  bride  a  Quaker,  the  father  a  Roman  Catholic,  the  bridegroomV 
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man  a  Ba])tist  and  the  bride's  maid  a  Church  woman. — GiUespys  Col^ 

1767  (May)— Died,  at  Newsteads,  near  Coquet  Head,  Jane  Wil- 
son, aged  101  years,  who  retained  all  her  faculties. — Local  Papers. 

Juno  4. — Late  at  night,  John  Hutton,  a  pavior  of  Newcastle,  hav- 
ing been  drinking  with  another  person  of  the  same  trade,  on  their  re- 
turning from  the  public  house,  were  met  at  the  head  of  Pudding  chare, 
by  four  drummers,  belonging  to  the  military  quartered  in  that  town, 
who  by  some  means  began  a  quarrel ;  whereupon  Hutton  was  knocked 
down,  and  the  other  beat  with  great  cruelty,  but  vociferously  crying 
out  murder,  happily  brought  some  people  to  his  assistance,  who 
secured  the  drummers,  and  found  Hutton  lying  speechless,  and  almost 
dead,  and  directly  carried  him  into  a  house  adjacent,  where  his  skuU 
was  examined  by  a  surgeon  some  time  after,  and  found  to  be  mortally 
fractured,  supposed  by  the  fall,  so  that  he  lingered  till  the  following 
Sunday  morning  in  that  senseless  and  deplorable  state,  when  ho  ex- 
pired.    The  drummers  were  committed  to  Newgate. — GUlespys  Col. 

June. — About  the  beginning  of  this  month,  was  killed  at  Black- 
well,  near  Darlington,  a  ram  belonging  to  Mr.  Hill,  which  was  per- 
haps the  largest  sheep  ever  killed  in  England.  He  weighed  when 
alive  32  stones,  and  when  dead  his  four  quarters  weighed  15  stones. 
His  tallow  weighed  four,  and  his  skin  three  stones  and  a  half. — lUd. 

June  9. — Was  constituted  (under  the  sanction  of  the  right  honour- 
able lord  Blayney,  grand-master  in  England),  the  lodge  of  free  and 
accepted  masons,  held  at  brother  Fife^s,  publican,  in  the  Castle  Garth, 
Newcastle,  the  said  lodge  having  assumed  a  new  name,  viz: — that 
of  St.  Nicholas — ^at  which  time  and  place,  brother  Ansell,  the  master, 
with  his  officers,  were  duly  installed,  according  to  the  usual  cere- 
monies on  such  occasions,  by  brother  Potter,  master  of  Sion  lodge, 
North  Shields,  who,  after  having  invested  each  officer  with  the  prop^ 
jewels  of  their  order,  took  then-  places  accordingly. — Local  Papen, 

July  4. — As  some  workmen  were  digging  in  a  field  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Darlington,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  house, 
they  discovered  the  skeleton  of  a  man.  The  bones  were  remarkably 
large,  and  by  the  position  they  were  found  in,  it  is  imagined,  the  body 
had  been  buried  in  the  earth  quite  doubled.— ^&i/2^/>y^9  Col, 

July  8. — John  Cowser,  who  had  for  some  time  practised  the  buri- 
ness  of  a  hat-dresser  in  Newcastle,  was  committed  to  Newgate  to  take 
his  trial  at  the  next  assizes,  being  charged  (together  with  some 
others)  with  robbing  J.  Robertson,  a  gingerbread  dealer  in  Sandgate, 
of  a  guinea  in  gold,  13s.  in  silver,  and  some  half-pence.  By  the  iofor- 
mation  of  Robertson,  it  appeared,  that  on  liis  return  home  on  the 
previous  monday  night,  about  12  o^'clock,  from  Stagshaw  bank  fair 
(where  be  had  been  disposing  of  his  goods)  when  near  the  gate  at  the 
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east  end  of  the  quayside  ho  heard  the  above  Coweer  informing  some 
people  in  hia  company,  tliat  RoberUon  was  just  then  returning  from 
the  fair ;  which  raising  somo  suspicion  in  Robertson,  to  avoid  passing 
them,  he  stepped  into  a  seigo  on  the  quay,  but  had  not  been  long 
there  when  Cowser  and  his  accomplices  came  to  him,  seized  him  by 
the  throat  and  threw  him  on  his  bock,  in  which  situatiou  Cowser  held 
him  until  the  others  took  from  him  the  above  sum.  After  this  they 
attempted  to  tlirow  him  down  the  seige,  but  finding  that  impracticable 
from  the  resistance  ho  made,  they  dragged  him  from  thence  and  throw 
him  over  the  quay  into  the  river.  The  water  being  luckily  low  at  the 
time,  he  received  but  little  hurt  from  the  fall ;  and  after  waiting  for 
some  time  upon  the  shoro  until  the  villains  were  gone,  he  got  up,  went 
home,  and  on  Wednesday  made  complaint  thereof  to  the  right  wor- 
shipful the  mayor,  charging  the  said  Cowser  as  an  accomplice  in  the  , 
fact ;  whereupon  Cowser  was  apprehended  and,  after  examination, 
committed.  He  refused  impeaching  hie  accomplices. — GilUspg's  Col. 
1767  (July  17). — The  important  cause  relating  to  the  liberties  of 
the  ancient  corporation  of  Morpeth,  was  tried  at  Westminster-hall  be- 
fore Lord  Mansfield  and  a  special  jury,  when  a  verdict  with  costs  was 
given  in  favour  of  the  burgesses.  The  news  of  this  happy  event  was 
received  by  the  people  of  that  borough  with  great  rejoicings.  The 
anniversary  of  this  day  was  celebrated  at  Morpeth  for  several  years. 
— Local  Papers. 
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1767  (July  20). — A  violent  Btorm  of  thunder,  lightning,  rain,  and 
hail,  took  place  in  Newcastle  and  the  neighbonrhood.  A  large  ball  of 
fire  fell  into  the  river  Tyne,  near  Howdon,  within  a  yard  of  a  ship 
lying  at  anchor.  A  butcher^s  boy,  driving  a  lamb,  and  his  dog  were 
struck  by  the  electric  fluid  on  Eillingworth-moor,  the  lamb  and  dog 
were  lulled  on  the  spot,  and  the  boy  died  after  being  carried  home 
to  Shields.  A  four  year  old  race  horse  belonging  to  Mr.  Brandling, 
was  killed  by  the  lightning  in  a  pasture,  near  Gosforth. — Local  Papers, 

July  26. — Sunday,  Mr.  Dent,  late  house-apothecary  to  the  In- 
firmary, Newcastle,  after  having  shewn  great  depression  of  spirits 
for  some  time,  called  on  the  maid-servant  of  the  house  where  he  was 
then  lodging  at  Berwick,  and  gave  her  his  watch  and  pocket-book, 
telling  her  to  give  them  to  her  mistress,  and  acquaint  her  he  was 
going  to  drown  himself: — whereupon  he  went  out  and  walked  to- 
wards the  sea ;  in  which  time  the  servant  had  informed  the  family, 
who  immediately  followed  Mr.  Dent,  but  before  they  could  overtake 
him  he  had  thrown  himself  from  a  high  rock  into  the  sea,  and  in  the 
fall  had  struck  his  head  against  the  rocks  at  the  bottom,  so  that 
though  he  was  directly  taken  out  of  the  water  with  some  remains  of 
life,  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes  after. — GiUespy^s  CoL 

July  29.— The  Bev.  Nathaniel  Whitaker,  D.D.  and  the  Bey. 
Sampson  Occum,  an  Indian  of  the  tribe  of  Moneghan,  in  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  in  North  America,  arrived  in  Newcastle  from  Soot- 
land,  where,  as  well  as  in  the  southern  part  of  England,  they  had 
been  veiy  successful  in  soliciting  assistance  for  the  Indian  academy, 
founded  and  carried  on  by  the  Bev.  Eleazer  Wheelock,  of  New 
England,  for  educating  youths  in  the  English  tongue.  During  their 
stay  in  Newcastle,  the  mayor  and  corporation,  became  donors  of  the 
sum  of  twenty  guineas,  and  many  private  gentlemen  contributed 
liberally.  They  preached  at  Alnwick,  Morpeth,  Shields,  Sunderland, 
Durham,  Stockton,  and  nearly  «£^200.  was  collected  in  the  chapels^ — 
Local  Papers. 

September  5. — ^Died,  at  Newbigging-by-the-Sea,  Mr.  Thomas 
Johnson,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Becorder:  he  was  many 
years  older  than  the  parish  register  of  the  place  which  begins  in  1662- 
— Newc.  Cour, 

September  5. — Was  thrown  upon  the  sands  at  Blyth,  a  veiy  rare 
and  beautiful  fish,  weighing  between  70  and  80lbs.  shaped  like  the 
Sea  Bream ;  the  length  was  three  feet  and  a  half;  the  breadth  from 
back  to  belly  almost  two  feet,  but  the  thickness  from  side  to  side  not 
above  six  inches.  The  mouth  small  for  the  size  of  the  fish,  forming  a 
square  opening,  and  without  any  teeth.  The  eyes  remarkably  kurge, 
covered  with  a  membrane,  and  shining  with  a  glare  of  gold.     The 
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cover  of  the  gilLs  like  the  salmon.  The  body  diminished  much  towards 
the  tail  which  was  forked,  and  expanded  twelve  inches;  the  gill  fins 
were  broad,  about  eight  inches  long,  and  placed  horizontally :  a  little 
behind  their  insertion,  the  back  fin  took  its  original,  where  it  was 
about  seven  inches  high,  but  sloped  away  very  suddenly,  running 
down  very  near  the  tail,  and  at  its  termination  became  a  little  broads 
er;  the  belly  fins  were  very  strong,  and  placed  near  the  middle  of  the 
body;  a  narrow  fin  also  run  from  the  anus  to  the  tail.  All  the  fins, 
and  also  the  tail  were  of  a  fine  scarlet;  but  the  colours  and  beauty  of 
the  rest  of  the  body,  which  was  smooth  and  covered  with  almost 
imperceptible  scales,  beggared  all  description;  the  upper  part  being 
a  bright  green,  variegated  with  whitish  spots,  and  enriched  with  a 
shining  golden  hue,  much  resembling  the  splendour  of  the  peacocks 
feathers ;  this  by  degrees  vanished  in  a  bright  silver ;  and  near  the 
belly,  the  gold  began  again  to  predominate  in  a  lighter  ground  than 
on  the  back ;  in  a  word  this  curious  and  beautiful  fish  very  much  sur- 
prized the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  coast,  where  it  had  never 
been  observed  before. — Gillespjfs  CoL 

1767  (Sep.  21). — This  day,  at  noon,  as  John  Bamshaw,  a  servant 
under  William  Graggs,  a  farmer  at  Langley,  near  Durham,  was  re- 
turning from  the  plough  to  dinner,  the  draught-horses  which  he  was 
leading,  took  fright,  and  a  chain  of  the  harness,  catching  him  by  the 
leg,  he  was  dragged  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  a  miller  seeing 
the  catrastrophe,  followed  the  horses  which  run  into  the  brook  near 
the  mill  before  they  were  taken;  so  that  the  poor  man  was  killed 
in  a  most  shocking  manner. — Ibid. 

September  22. — A  little  boy  about  three  years  of  age,  belonging 
to  a  publican  on  the  quay,  Newcastle,  was  unfortunately  smothered  in 
a  folding  bed ;  the  servant  having  in  a  hurry  put  it  up,  without  ever 
examining  whether  the  child  was  in  it  or  not,  so  that  two  hours  were 
expired  before  the  child  was  missed. — lUd. 

September. — A  bull  was  brought  from  abroad,  for  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Northumberland,  not  above  24  inches  high. — lUd, 

October  3. — ^At  night,  as  three  countrymen  were  passing  down  the 
Butcher-Bank,  they  were  met  by  two  soldiers,  and  in  the  straitness 
of  the  passage,  one  of  the  countrymen  happening  to  jostle  against 
them,  words  ensued,  when  one  of  the  soldiers  drew  his  bayonet,  and 
stabbed  Robert  Richardson,  a  waggoner,  in  four  different  parts,  the 
shoulder,  the  back,  the  belly,  and  the  groin ;  so  that  the  unfortunate 
man  was  obliged  to  be  directly  carried  to  a  surgeon,  who  dressed  his 
wounds,  one  of  which  was  near  four  inches  deep ;  and  soon  after  he 
was  sent  to  the  Infirmary.  The  soldiers  were  both  apprehended. — 
Ibid. 
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17(57  (Oct.  10). — The  high  frosty  winds,  and  the  great  fall  of  rain 
had  retarded  the  harvest  so  much  in  the  north,  that  great  quantities 
of  oats,  pease,  and  beans,  were  on  the  above  day  in  the  nei^bourhood 
of  Newcastle,  uncut.  Cheviot-hills,  and  the  other  high  lands  to  the 
west  of  that  town,  were  two  days  before  covered  with  snow,  and  an 
excessive  rain  on  the  9th,  raised  the  Tyne  many  feet. — Chatio'a  Col. 

October  15. — At  noon,  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  went  from  the 
abbey  at  Hexham  to  the  river,  accompanied  by  all  the  gentlemen  and 
freeholders  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  pair  of  colours  being  carried  be- 
fore them,  drums  beating,  music  playing,  attended  by  the  company  of 
butchers  with  man-ow-bones,* and  cleavers;  then  followed  the  com- 
pany of  free-masons ;  and  last  came  Sir  Walter  and  all  the  gentlemen, 
and  in  this  manner  proceeded  to  the  river,  where  he  laid  the  first 
stone  of  the  bridge,  (which  measured  six  feet  by  17  inches,  upon 
which  was  this  inscription,  "Laid  October  15,  1767'*'),  in  the  pre- 
sence of  some  thousands  of  spectators,  to  whom  three  hogsheads  of 
ale  were  given  upon  Tyne-green;  after  which  there  was  a  grand 
entertainment  given  at  the  abbey  to  the  gentlemen  and  freeholders, 
who  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  seventy;  and  in  the  evening 
several  hogsheads  of  liquor  were  drunk  by  the  populace,  and  the  streets 
rung  with  "  Success  to  the  bridge  of  Hexham,"  and  "  Long  live  Sir 
Walter  Blackett.''  Sept.  1770,  Sir  Edward  Blackett,  bart.,  laid 
the  last  stone,  and  gave  a  genteel  entertainment.     It  was  built  under 

the  direction  of  Mr.  Golt,  and  consisted  of  seven  arches. Local 

Papers, 

October  16. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  house  near  Witton-le-wear,  by 
the  foulness  of  the  chimney,  which  consumed  great  part  of  the  house, 
a  large  quantity  of  wool,  and  eleven  firkins  of  butter  besides  many 
other  valuables. — Gillespy's  Col. 

October  19. — As  two  boys,  in  order  to  descend  a  pit  shaft,  near 
Tanfield,  were  got  on  the  hook,  a  third  thoughtlessly  leaped  suddenly 
upon  the  rope  after  them,  and  set  the  gin  amain,  by  which  one  was 
killed,  and  another  dangerously  hurt. — Ibid. 

November  2. — A  gentleman  shot  a  seal  swimming  up  the  river 
Tyne,  at  Newburn,  which  measured  four  feet  in  length. — Und. 

December  28. — Died  at  Morpeth,  Mrs.  Isabella  Lumsden,  aged 
100  years. — Local  Papers, 

This  year,  was  discovered  at  Butchester,  a  cofiin  cut  in  the  rock 
twelve  feet  in  length,  containing  nmny  bones,  teeth,  and  vertebrae. — 
Ibid, 

This  year,  died  at  Hexham,  David  Chambers,  a  weaver,  aged  100, 
He  was  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  all  his  campaigns.  When 
upwards  of  90,  he  again  joined  the  army,  and  had  the  honour  to  fight 
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under  prince  Ferdinand  on  the  plains  of  Minden ;  from  thence  he 
returned  again  to  Hexham,  mounted  the  loom,  and  worked  till  within 
a  little  time  of  his  death. — Chattel's  CoL 

1767. — A  project  was  set  afloat  for  making  a  navigable  canal  to 
pass  from  Stockton  by  Darlington  to  Winston,  with  collateral  branches 
to  Yarm,  Croft-bridge,  and  Piers-bridge.  The  ground  was  surveyed 
by  Messrs.  Brindley  and  Whitworth ;  the  expense  was  calculated  at 
<£^63,722.  and  estimates  were  made  of  the  carriage  of  merchandize, 
and  the  products  of  the  country,  which  presented  a  flattering  pros- 
pect to  speculators ;  but  from  want  of  funds  the  projecft  was  relin- 
quished without  application  to  the  legislature.  In  1812,  a  survey  was 
again  made  for  a  canal  by  Mr.  John  Rennie. — Guide  to  Dimdale, 

1768  (Jan.  7). — A  wherry,  in  which  were  five  men  coming  up  the 
river  Tyne  to  Newcastle,  was  carried  away  by  the  ice  against  the 
bridge,  and  stuck  there  till  three  of  the  men  were  hauled  up  by  ropes, 
after  which  the  tide  forced  the  wherry  through  the  bridge,  with  the 
other  two  men,  where  they  were  obliged  to  remain  till  the  return  of 
the  tide  brought  them  back  again  to  the  bridge,  when  they  were 
relieved  frdm  their  almost-frozen-to-death  situation,  in  the  same  man, 
ner  as  their  companions  had  been  before.  The  weather  for  some  time 
had  been  very  severe  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  so  that  the  carriers 
from  the  north  and  the  west  could  not  proceed. — Local  Papers. 

January  21. — A  fine  bull  was  baited  on  the  Sandhill,  Newcastle, 
which,  with  some  others,  was  bought  by  a  subscription  of  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  ordered  to  be  killed  and  distributed  to  the  poor.  Janu- 
ary 25th,  another  buU  was  baited  on  the  Sandhill,  when  a  young  man, 
a  sailor,  venturing  too  near,  the  bull  caught  him  with  his  horns,  and 
gored  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  died  next  morning.  Several 
other  people  were  very  seriously  maimed.  A  few  days  after,  the  bull- 
ring was  removed  by  order  of  the  magistrates,  in  consequence  of  the 
repeated  accidents  which  had  happened  by  this  cruel  and  barbarous 
practice. — Ibid. 

February. — Died,  at  Lumley,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  Mr. 
Thomas  Hohne,  aged  107.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  his  own  times,  and  retained  his  senses  to  the  last. — IMd. 

March  21. — There  was  a  contest  at  Morpeth  for  the  representa- 
tion of  that  borough  in  parliament.  The  candidates  were, — Peter 
Beckford,  esq.,*  sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart.,  and  Francis  Eyre, 
esq.  The  votes  were,  for  Mr.  Beckford  51 ;  for  sir  M.  W.  Ridley 
29 ;  and  for  Mr.  Eyre,  old  voters  24,  new  or  mandamus  voters  12- 
being  in  all  36.     At  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  returning  officers  an- 

•  Nephew  of  William  Beckford,  Ihc  patriotic  lord  mayor  of  London. 
VOL.  H.  Z 
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nounced,  quite  unexpectedly,  the  two  former  duly  elected,  as  they 
rejected  the  new,  or  mandamus  voters.  Mr.  Eyre  declared  hia  inten- 
tion of  appealing  to  parliament.  On  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  February  1769,  sir  M.  W.  Ridley  carried  his  election  by  a 
majority  of  122  to  2E>.  On  the  arrival  of  the  news  in  Newcastle, 
there' were  great  rejoicings. — Local  Bee. 

1768  (May). — There  was  a  dangerous  insurrection  of  the  sailors 
in  the  port  of  Tyne,  which  was  made  under  preteace  of  raofdng  and 
regulating  their  wages.  They  did  much  mischief  at  Sunderland, 
and  at  North  and  South  Shields," — IMd. 

June. — Died,  at  Swalwell,  near  Newcajstle,  John  Gotterill,  publican, 
aged  102  years.  He  had  been  many  years  employed  at  Crowley's 
factory, — Local  Papers. 

June  14. — ^The  first  coals  from  the  new-won  colliery  at  Tanfield- 
moor,  belonging  to  the  right  hon,  the  eari  of  Kerry,  were  conveyed 
down  to  the  staith  at  Derwcnt-haugh,  and  were  considered  by  judges 
equal  in  quality  to  any  coals  brought  to  tlie  river  Tyne, — Ihid. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
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GENTLEMAN  named  Easterby,  residing  at 
Harrington  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  his 
servant,  riding  home  from  Sunderiand,  on  the 
17th  of  June,  1768,  were  stopped  near  the 
tumpike-gate  by  four  soldiers,  one  of  whom 
robbed  him  of  £1^  5s.,  the  servant  at  the 
same  time  striking  the  soldier  and  giving  him 
a  wound  on  the  face,  was  knocked  off  horseback,  and  Mr.  Easterby 
afterwards  stabbed  with  a  bayonet  in  different  parts,  but  fortunately 
not  mortally  wounded,  he  having  on  a  large  surtout.  The  servant 
recovering,  directly  went  to  Sunderland  and  acquainted  one  of  the 
officers,  who  made  very  active  search  at  the  soldiers^  quarters  to  find 
who  was  absent ;  and  after  waiting  some  time  for  one  of  them,  he 
came,  and  was  directly  taken,  with  his  face  bleeding  from  the  wound, 
and  having  behind  him  the  waistcoat  with  which  he  had  disguised 
himself;  so  that  the  officer,  after  interrogating  him  severely,  brought 
him  to  a  confession,  and  his  accomplices  were  immediately  secured, 
and  all  four  confined.  After  undergoing  a  severe  flogging,  they  were 
turned  over  to  the  civil  power.  Their  names  were  John  Slaid, 
George  Forster,  John  Adams,  and  Thomas  Croaker.  Slaid  and 
Adams  received  sentence  of  death,  the  others  were  reprieved.  Slaid 
only  was  executed  August  12th.  He  confessed"  the  fact  and  died 
penitent,  but  declared  he  was  led  astray  by  his  three  companions. — 
Local  Papers. 

June  18. — There  was  at  this  time,  at  Mr.  HillcoatX  ironmonger, 
in  Newcastle,  for  the  inspection  of  the  curious,  the  old  bell  belonging 
to  St.  Ann's  chapel  in  that  town,  with  the  following  inscription  upon 
it: — "Mr.  Ambross  Barns,  Mr.  George  Theorsby,  Sheriffs,  1658," 
from  which  it  would  appear,  that  at  that  time  (during  the  usurpa- 
tion), the  government  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  was  in  two 
sherifTs  without  a  mayor. — Local  Bee, 
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1768  (Juno  25). -An  elderly  woman  was  found  dead  on  the  common 
about  four  miles  south  west  from  Wokingham  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, (in  a  very  naked  condition)  also  a  girl  along  with  her,  about  ten 
or  twelve  years  of  age,  folded  in  each  others  arms.  A  person  in  that 
town  stated  that  they  were  asking  relief  on  Tuesday  the  14th  of  Juno, 
when  the  woman  said  she  belonged  to  the  Quay-side,  Newcastle ;  the 
girl  was  her  grand-daughter,  whose  parents  were  dead.  They  had 
been  attempting  to  cross  the  common  to  Middleton  or  Barnard-castle, 
but  lost  their  road,  and  so  perished ;  the  weather  was  so  stormy,  and 
the  cold  so  severe,  as  to  kill  several  horses,  and  sheep  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood the  same  day  — Grillespy's  CoL 

July  18. — A  boat  full  of  people  overset  in  crossing  the  river  Tyne, 
near  Newbum,  by  which  accident  two  men  were  drowned ;  immediate 
assistance  being  had,  the  rest  were  saved  with  great  difficulty. — Ihid, 

July. — A  cucumber  was  sold  in  Hexham  market,  which  measured 
14  inches  in  length,  10^  inches  round,  and  weighed  36  ounces.  It 
was  raised  in  a  common  hot  bed,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an  extraor^ 
dinary  production. — Ibid, 

August  1. — John  Irvin,  a  collier,  together  with  his  wife,  and  one 
Thomas  Mosley,  were  struck  down  by  lightning,  as  they  were  walking 
together  on  the  Durham  road,  near  Birtley.  The  two  men  recovered 
but  the  woman  died  inunediately ;  her  clothes  were  burnt  to  ashes. 
—Ibid. 

August  5. — The  well  knoira  Alice  Marley,  who  kept  a  public 
house  at  Picktree,  near  Chester-le-Street,  being  in  a  fever,  got  out  of 
her  house,  and  going  into  a  field  where  there  was  an  old  coal  pit  full 
of  water,  she  fell  into  it  and  was  drowned. — Local  Hec. 

September  10. — At  Wooler  they  had  a  very  violent  storm  of  thun- 
der and  lightning  accompanied  with  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  which 
caused  the  water  to  run  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  town  to  the 
lower  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the  pavement  in  many  places  was 
torn  up,  and  stones  of  near  a  hundred  weight  carried  away  with  the 
torrent.  An  apple  tree  was  also  torn  up  by  the  roots  by  a  flash  of 
lightning.  After  the  rain  ceased,  there  fell  a  heavy  shower  of  hail. 
— Gille8py*8  CoL 

September  12. — ^A  widow  in  Long  Benton,  having  left  two  children 
in  her  house,  while  she  went  out,  they,  by  way  of  amusing  themselves, 
set  fire  to  some  straw,  which  speedily  communicating  to  some  glean- 
ings  of  com,  set  the  furniture  of  the  house  in  flames.  Assistance 
being  inunediately  got,  the  house  was  unroofed,  which  cleared  it  a 
little  of  the  smoke,  when  the  people  entered  at  the  door,  and  found 
two  other  children,  belonging  to  the  neighbourhood,  sitting  in  the 
house,  incapable  of  flying  from  the  danger  which  surrounded  them. 
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and  who  would  inevitably  have  perished  in  a  few  minutes.  One  of 
the  woman's  children  was  terribly  burnt,  and  all  the  bedding,  wearing 
apparel  &e,,  reduced  to  aehes. — GiUespy's  Col. 

176S  (Sep.  30). — At  the  finiBliing  of  the  water  oom-mill,  near  Aln- 
wick, belongmg  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  and  about 
to  bo  tenanted  by  Mr.  Gockbum,  an  elegant  entertainment  was 
provided  for  the  engineer,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Alnwick  were 
invited  by  the  common  orier.  Among  the  great  variety  of  diehos, 
there  was  an  enormous  dumpUng  of  a  globular  figure,  which  measured 
eight  feet  in  circumference,  and  contained  sixty-eight  pounds  of  wheat 
flour,  forty-two  pounds  of  currants,  twenty-eight  pounds  of  suet  with 
other  ingredients,  and,  when  boiled,  it  weighed  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  pounds.  A  table  was  provided  at  the  mill-door,  where  it 
was  served  to  a  numerous  and  genteel  company,  amidst  a  vast  con- 
course of  people,  who  went  to  view  the  hug©  curiosity.  Upwards  of 
two  hundred  persons  dined,  and  the  day  was  concluded  with  drinking 
the  health  of  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Northumberland,  and  the  noble 
house  of  Percy,  with  many  loyal  and  appropriate  toasts.  The  whole 
was  conducted  with  great  propriety,  amidst  the  roar  of  guns  and 
harmonious  music,  as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  an  old  Englisli 
banquet. — Loeal  Papers. 

September. — The  floor  of  a  smith's  shop  on  Elvet  bridge,  Dmhani, 
fell  down  just  Be  the  smith  opened  the  door  to  enter  it,  and  all  his 
tools  fell  into  the  river ;  and  next  the  whole  fabric  fell. — Ibid. 
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October  8. — At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  a  poor  woman  at 
Cullercoatfl  was  rubbing  the  com  out  of  her  gleanings,  the  snuff  of  a 
candle  set  fire  to  the  straw,  by  which  accident,  the  house  was  entirely 
burnt,  together  with  an  house  adjoining,  with  all  the  furniture. — 
Gillespy's  Col. 

October  18.— The  remains  of  William  Wilkinson,  esq.  were  de- 
posited in  the  chantry  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  St.  Andrew's  church, 
Newcastle.  The  body  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  interred  in  the  burial 
place  of  sir  Adamarus  de  Atholl,  the  large  stone  of  which,  it  was  sup- 
posed, had  not  been  removed  since  his  death,  as,  upon  opening  his 
grave,  only  two  skulls  were  found,  and  there  appeared  the  flag-work 
in  which  the  bodies  of  sir  Adam  and  his  wife  had  .been  deposited 
about  400  years  before.  On  the  stone  which  had  originally  been 
inlaid  with  brass,  thus  much  of  the  inscription  remained : — "  Hie 
jacent  Dominus  Adamarus  de  Atholl,  Miles  &  D'na  Maria,  uxor  ejus, 

quae  obiit  Quarto  decimo  Die  Mensis Anno  Domini  Millessi- 

mo  Tricentesimo Animarum  propitietur.'' — Local  Bee, 

October  31. — Died,  in  the  poor  house  at  Sunderland,  Margaret 
Callender,  aged  1 07  years. — Ibid. 

(Oct.  or  Nov.). — A  flax  warehouse  in  Smithfield,  Stockton,  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  John  Allison,  was  burnt  down. — Brewster's  Stociton. 

November. — Samuel  Crisp  of  Claxton,  near  Norton,  in  the  coimty 
of  Durham,  had  a  black  ewe,  nineteen  years  of  age  the  previous  spring, 
which  had  brought  him  two  lambs  every  year ;  and  what  is  still  more 
extraordinary,  eighteen  couple  of  them  were  black  ones,  and  she  was 
at  the  above  period  likely  to  live  and  have  more;  so  profitable  a 
creature  of  the  kind,  it  was  thought,  could  not  be  equalled,  he  having 
four  times  lost  his  whole  stock  of  sheep,  since  he  had  this  lucky  ewe, 
herself  only  excepted. — GrilUspy's  Col. 

December  31. — Died,  at  Black  Callerton,  near  Newcastle,  Cicely 
Fenwick,  aged  113  years.  She  retained  all  her  faculties  to  the  last. 
Local  Papers, 

The  front  and  steeple  of  St.  Nicholas""  church,  in  the  city  of  Dor- 
ham,  were  chiselled  over  this  year,  and  a  large  new  window  was  put 
in  at  the  east  end. — Surtees, 

This  year,  died,  Thomas  Holies  Pelham,  who  was  created  marquis 
and  duke  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  in  the  year  1715.  These  titles 
became  extinct  at  his  death. — Brand. 

About  this  year  the  Town-hall  in  the  centre  of  the  market-place  at 
South  Shields,  was  erected  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Durham. — 
Surtees. 

This  year,  on  removing  a  large  heap  of  stones,  called  the  "  Apron 
full  of  stones,  '^  near  Hedgeley,  supposed  by  the  country  people,  to  be 
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the  work  of  the  devil.  They  were  found  to  cover  the  base  and  frag- 
ments of  a  cross ;  the  base  is  circular,  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  and 
having  four  rpws  of  steps.  In  Armstrong's  map  it  is  called  "  Fair 
Cross.''' — Mackenzie's  Northd, 

1 769  (Jan.) — A  gentleman  after  having  purchased  and  paid  for  some 
groceries,  at  a  shop  in  Gateshead,  by  mistake  left  his  purse  behind 
him  in  which  were  ten  guineas  ;  and  soon  after  missing  it,  went  back 
to  make  enquiry,  when  he  was  informed  by  the  people  in  the  shop 
they  knew  nothing  of  it,  nor  could  account  for  its  being  gone,  unless 
picked  up  by  a  woman  in  the  shop  at  the  time,  but  whom  they  knew 
nothing  of.  A  day  or  two  after  the  gentleman  having  business  in  a 
public-house  on  the  Quayside,  overheard  some  workmen  talking  about 
a  purse  of  gold  being  found  by  some  children,  concealed  in  the  cavity 
of  their  mother's  spinning  wheel,  and  which  had  .made  some  noise  in 
their  town.  From  circumstances,  and  the  description  they  gave  of 
the  purse,  he  immediately  conjectured  it  to  be  his ;  and  on  being 
informed  of  the  parties'  name  and  abode,  went  with  proper  assistance 
to  the  place,  when  he  recovered  the  whole  sum. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

January  23. — A  person  named  Lumsdon,  a  farmer  at  Ponteland, 
near  Newcastle,  offering  a  galloway  for  sale  there,  for  which  he  was 
bid  eight  guineas,  had  a  mind  to  shew  the  company  some  pranks  he 
had  learned  it,  when,  at  repeating  God  save  the  King^  it  rose  upon  its 
hind  legs,  and  the  rider  happening  to  give  it  a  sudden  check  with  a 
curb  bridle,  it  fell  directly  over,  and  its  head  lighting  on  a  stone,  it 
was  killed  on  the  spot.     The  rider  was  unhurt. — Ibid. 

January  26. — Died,  at  his  house  in  Pilgrim  street,  Newcastle,  in 
the  81st  year  of  his  age,  Mr.  John  White,  printer.  Mr,  White  was 
the  oldest  printer  in  England ;  he  came  to  Newcastle  in  1708,  and 
was  the  first  publisher  of  a  newspaper  north  of  the  Trent,  which  he 
regularly  continued  under  the  title  of  the  Newcastle  Gourant,  from  its 
conmiencement  August  1st,  1711  (which  see),  to  the  time  of  his 
death  :  being  a  citizen  of  York,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  sheriffs  for 
that  city  in  1734,  and  executed  the  office  with  as  great  punctuality  as 
the  distance  would  admit.  In  1688,  his  father  printed  at  York,  the 
prince  of  Orange's  manifesto,  it  having  being  refused  by  all  the  priu- 
ters  in  England,  and  for  which  he  was  sent  a  prisoner  to  Hull  castle, 
where  he  was  confined  till  that  place  surrendered.  He  was  afterwards 
rewarded,  by  King  William  appointing  him  his  majesty's  sole  printer 
for  the  city  of  York,  and  the  five  northern  counties,  as  appeared  by 
his  majesty's  grant  (in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Saint,  his  partner  and 
successor),  dated  at  Hampton  Court,  May  26th,  1689.  Mr.  Saint 
continued  the  publication  of  the  Newcastle  Gourant  until  his  death, 
July  31  St,  1 788. — Local  Bee. 
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1769  (March). — Died,  at  HoughtonJe-Spring,  Margaret  Forster, 
aged  119  years.  She  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last,  and  never 
made  use  of  spectacles. — Local  Papers. 

March  16. — Died,  aged  66  years,  Arthur  Young,  the  noted 
whigtUng  buckle  mender^  at  the  Head  of  the  Side,  Newcastle. — Ibid, 

April  6. — St.  John'*s  chapel  at  Sunderland  was  opened,  when  the 
rev.  Mr.  Goxon,  vicar  of  that  place,  preached  a  sermon  from  Ecdes. 
chap.  V.  and  part  of  the  1st  verse,  '^  Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  goest  to 
the  home  of  God!'''  Mr.  Ebddn  played  on  the  organ,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  of  the  choir  of  Durham  performed  cathedral  service,  with 
occasional  anthems.  The  chapel  was  elegantly  finished  alter  the 
design  of  John  ThomhiU,  esq.,  who  presented  (with  the  approbation 
of  the  bishop  of  Durham)  the  rev.  Mr.  HaU  with  the  benefice,  and  on 
the  following  Sunday,  April  9th,  he  preached  a  very  suitable  sermon 
from  the  2nd  book  of  Ghron.  chap.  vi.  verse  40.  There  were  above 
1,400  persons  present.  The  chapel  was  consecrated  by  the  lord 
bishop  of  Durham,  on  the  5th  of  October,  the  same  year,  by  the 
name  of  St.  John,  which  had  been  previously  given  to  it.  Late  on 
Christmas  eve,  December  24th,  1770,  a  paper  parcel  was  delivered 
at  the  house  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Hall.  It  contained  a  silver  chalioe 
and  paten  of  an  elegant  construction,  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion beautifuUy  engraven  on  each,  ^^For  the  use  of  St.  Johns's 
chapel,  Sunderland,^''  to  which  they  were  accordingly  applied  at  the 
communion  the  next  day.  They  were  the  gift  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Thompson.  The  remainder  of  the  communion  plate  was  the  gift  of 
James  Donnison,  esq. — Ibid. 

April  12. — In  the  morning,  Richard  Twizell,  pilot,  of  Blyth,  two  of 
his  sons,  and  a  man  named  Short,  being  off  at  sea,  at  their  great 
fishing  lines,  a  sudden  storm  arose,  which  prevented  them  making  the 
land,  so  that  by  hard  labour,  wet,  and  cold,  they  soon  became  ex- 
hausted. About  1 2  o^dock,  TwizelPs  eldest  son  died,  at  4  o'^dock 
John  Short,  and  at  six  in  the  evening  Twizell^s  youngest  son,  who,  a 
little  before,  was  casting  out  water,  and  fell  overboard,  but  his  father 
catching  his  clothes,  got  him  in  again.  The  old  man,  a  hardy  seaman, 
remained  in  the  boat  all  night,  and  next  day,  he  was  descried  near 
Hauxley  by  some  fishermen,  who  brought  him  ashore,  and  sent  him 
home  on  horseback,  whilst  the  coble,  with  the  dead  bodies,  was  taken 
about  to  Blyth.  Twizell  was  extremely  ill,  the  skin  being  off  his 
hands,  his  arms  much  swelled,  &c.  The  spray  had  wet  them  so  much 
that  Short^s  clothes  were  obliged  to  be  cut  off,  and  the  skin  and  flesh 
came  off  his  back.  When  the  first  two  died,  Twizell  proposed  casting 
them  overboard,  but  the  young  lad,  who  was  about  13  years  of  age, 
cried  and  desired  his  father  to  keep  them.      Twizell  was  about  50 
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years  of  age,  and  his  eldest  son  about  21,  both  of  whom  had  served 
on  board  a  man  of  war.  Short  was  an  industrious  young  man,  who 
supported  his  parents. — LoceU  Papers, 

1769  (April  16). — ^A  person  riding  a  mare,  big  with  foal,  on  the 
town  moor,  Newcastle,  near  the  quarries,  one  of  the  town^s  bulls 
gored  her  in  the  belly,  so  that  the  foal  came  out,  and  both  im- 
mediately died,  but  the  man  escaped. — GiUespy^s  Col. 

April  15. — Elarly  in  the  morning,  a  melancholy  accident  happened 
near  Wooler.  A  young  man  going  to  the  coal  pits  with  a  wain,  he 
having  been  much  in  liquor  the  preceding  evening,  on  account  of 
giving  in  his  name  to  have  the  banns  of  marriage  published,  the 
horses  missed  their  way  in  the  dark,  and  fell  altogether  down  an  old 
pit  near  Barmoor ;  where,  on  Monday,  the  cart  was  found  sticking 
about  half  way  down  the  pit  shaft,  and  the  man  and  horses  ten 
fathoms  below,  most  shockingly  mangled. — Ibid. 

April  90. — About  one  o'^clock  in  the  morning,  a  man  who  lived  in 
the  Close,  near  the  bridge,  Newcastle,  was  alarmed,  while  in  bed,  by  a 
person  calling  out  for  help,  and  imagining  somebody  had  fallen  into 
the  river,  made  directly  to  the  place,  when  he  found  a  man  hanging 
by  his  hands  over  the  battlements  of  the  bridge,  whom  with  difficulty 
he  recovered.  The  man  had  intended  throwing  himself  over,  but  his 
resolution  had  failed  him.  He  was  so  much  weakened  by  fear,  and 
hanging  by  his  arms  that  he  could  not  stand  upon  his  legs  for  some 
time  afterwards. — IMd. 

April. — A  block  of  solid  silver,  weighing  31  libs.,  and  another  of 
pure  gold,  weighing  ISlbs.,  were  shipped  at  Newcastle,  both  of  which 
were  produced  from  materials  found  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  ma- 
nufactured at  a  refinery  near  that  town. — Local  Papers. 

April. — Two  tradesmen  of  Newcastle,  talking  of  a  paragraph  in 
the  papers  respecting  a  gentleman  who  intended  to  hang  a  room  with 
lottery  tickets,  drawn  blanks ;  one  of  them  said  if  he  could  get  a  suf- 
ficient number  to  buy  he  would  do  something  of  the  same  kind ;  where- 
upon the  other  replied,  he  had  a  blank  in  his  pocket,  luid  would  seU  it 
to  him,  which '  was  immediately  purchased  for  one  penny,  and  was 
subsequently  found  to  be  a  prize  of  <f  20.  the  stock-broker  having 
made  a  blunder  in  the  intelligence  he  had  sent  to  the  first  owner  of 
the  ticket,  at  the  time  it  was  drawn. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

May  10. — The  south  arch  of  Sunderland-bridge,  near  Durham,  fell 
down,  and  two  men  who  were  at  work  on  the  battlements  narrowly 
escaped ;  one  of  them  fell  down,  but  catching  hold  of  a  large  stone 
on  the  part  that  was  standing,  he  hung  till  assistance  was  given  to 
him.  The  north  arch  also  was  in  so  bad  a  condition,  that  it  was 
rebuilt  a  few  months  after. — Local  Papers. 
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17.69  (Juno  13). — This  mofning  tho  rev.  Mr.  Coxon  of  Strnderiaad, 
was  called  to  baptize  infants  at  three  separate  houses,  where  evei^ 
bouso  had  twins. — GUlegpy'B  Col. 

Juno  24.— A  watennan  and  his  son,  rowing  a  boat,  laden  mth 
stones,  by  the  shore  near  Clifford's  Fort,  at  the  month  of  the  Tyne, 
struck  against  a  rock  and  bilged ;  so  that  the  leak  sunk  the  boat 
immediately,  and  they  both  perished  before  any  aaristance  oould  be 
rendered.  The  day  following  their  bodies  were  found  and  boned  in 
one  grave. — Ibid. 

July. — A  person  was  reoommended  to  the  Infirmary  at  Newcastle, 
who  belonged  to  Long  Witton,  in  Northnmberiand,  affected  with  the 
most  violent  convulsioD  in  the  diaphragm  ever  known;  in  bo  much 
that  in  the  country,  it  was  attested,  his  hioeup  had  been  heard  near  two 
miles  distance ;  and  the  noise  was  so  hideous  and  frightful  when  he 
walked  in  the  fields,  that  the  cattle  fled  from  him ;  in  confirmation  of 
this,  it  was  stated  Uiat  he  hod  been  heard  from  tlje  Infirmary,  in  Tarions 
parts  of  the  town,  at  considerable  distance ;  He  was  comparatively 
cosy  when  placed  in  an  horizontal  position.  He  was  a  young  man, 
and  in  strong  health  in  other  respects. — Ihid. 

July  5. — Died,  in  the  keelmen''8  hospital,  Newcastle,  William  Wood, 
akcelmon,  aged  113  years.  His  brother  died  about  nine  years  before, 
aged  110  years. — Local  Paptra. 

August  1. — There  were  great  rejoicings  at  Bamardcaatle  on  ac- 
count of  Lord  Barnard's  birth-day,  the  only  son  of  the  right  hon.  the 
earl  of  Darlington.  Many  curious  fire  works  were  exhibited  on  the 
oocauon. — Ibid. 
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1769  (Aug.  4).— At  Durham  races  a  temporary  bridge  which  was 
laid  over  the  Wear,  near  the  race  ground,  fell  down  with  about  50 
people  upon  it,  but  the  water  being  very  shaQow,  happily  no  lives  were 
lost,  nor  did  any  iU  consequences  follow,  except  the  loss  of  hats,  wigs, 
&c.,  and  a  hearty  ducking. — GiUespj/^s  Col. 

September. — While  the  Gk>ttenbuigh  merchant  of  Newcastle,  com- 
manded by  captain  Fothei^,  was  lying  in  Gottonburgh  harbour, 
about  nine  o'^clock  one  evening  a  very  large  owl  was  seen  to  alight  on 
the  top  gallant  yard,  where  upon  a  boy  went  up  to  it,  and  the  bird 
immediately  struck  its  taloqp  into  his  ann  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
was  obliged  to  cry  for  assistance,  which  was  not  effected,  till  the  bird 
was  almost  stifled  by  one  of  the  sailors  grasping  its  neck.  It  after- 
•wards  was  recovered,  and  brought  to  Newcastle  and  proved  to  be  the 
Bubo,  or  Homed  Eagle  Owl.  The  wings  when  extended  measured 
near  six  feet. — lUd. 

September  24. — The  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  Newcastle,  was  re- 
opened for  divine  service,  after  having  received  extensive  repairs. — 
Local  Papen. 

September  27. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  house  at  Eggleston,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  and  before  the  flames  could  be  extinguished,  it 
and  two  houses  adjoining  were  burnt  to  the  ground.  It  was  supposed 
to  be  the  work  of  incendiaries. — Ihid. 

October  23. — Died,  the  hon.  Baby  Vane,  son  of  Henry,  first  earl 
of  Darlington,  and  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Durham  in  1754. — 
Siarp's  Kn^ita  of  Durham. 

November. — ^Died,  in  Gallowgate,  Newcastle,  a  butcher  named 
Westgarth,  aged  100  years. — Local  Papers. 

December  12, — ^Died,  in  the  CHose,  Newcastle,  Mr.  John  Laws, 
wool-oomber,  aged  upwards  of  100  years.  He  was  a  soldier  at  the 
time  of  the  Bevolution  in  1688. — Ibid. 

December  19. — ^Died  at  Staindrop,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  Eliza- 
beth Garter,  aged  103  years. — I6id. 

Lobsters  were  caught  in  such  abundance  on  the  coast  of  North- 
umberland, that  the  sum  paid  about  this  year  for  the  annual  exports 
from  Newbiggin  and  Newton^by-the-Sea,  amounted  to  near  d^l,fi00. 
— jErUeriaining  NaturaHst. 

This  year  Grossgate-moor,  near  the  city  of  Durham,  was  divided 
(200  acres).  The  dean  and  chapter  reserved  sixpence  per  acre  and 
the  mines. — 8ur1ee8. 

When  Wallis  wrote  in  1769,  the  figure  of  Neptune  represented 
on  the  succeeding  page,  was  in  the  wall  of  a  cottage  at.Garraw,  in 
the  parish  of  HaltwUstle,  Northumberland;  but,  in  1799,  removed 
to  the  walls  at  Hallington  by  Mr.   Soulsby,   who  was  then  propria 


tor  of  Carraw.  Wallis  says  it  woe  dug  op  in  the  station  of  Prooo- 
litia  or  Carrabrough.  At  present  it  preades  over  a  fouDtain  in  Uie 
stable  yard  at  'Waihngtoa.—Hodgion'i  Nortid. 

1770  (Jan.  1). — Apia  was  conveyed  from  Howick  to  Berwick,  to  be 
shipped  for  London,  for  sir  Heniy  Grey,  bart.,  the  contents  of  which 
were  as  foUows: — two  bushels  of  flour,  twenty  pounds  of  butter, 
four  geese,  two  turkeys,  two  mbbita,  four  wild  ducks,  two  wood- 
cocks, six  snipes,  and  four  partridges,  two  noats''  tongues,  two 
cutlieuB,  seven  blackbirds,  and  six  pigeons.  It  was  esteemed 
a  great  curiosity,  and  was  made  by  Mrs.  Dorothy  Patterson, 
housekeeper  at  Howick.  It  was  near  nine  feet  in  circumferMwe 
at  the  bottom,  weighed  about  twelve  stones,  and  would  require  two 
men  to  present  it  at  table ;  it  was  neatly  fitted  with  a  case  and 
four  small  wheels  to  facilitate  its  use  to  erery  guest. — Local  Papen. 

January  4. — The  following  curious  advertisement  appeared  in  a 
Newcastle  newspaper  of  this  date : — "  This  is  to  acquaint  the  Pcbuc 
THAT  on  Monday  the  Ist  inst.  being  the  Lodge  (or  Monthly  Meeting) 
Night  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  22nd  Regiment,  held 
at  the  Crown,  near  Newgate,  Mrs.  Bell  the  Landlady  of  the  House 
broke  open  a  door  (with  a  Poker)  that  had  not  been  opened  f«r  some 
years  past,  by  which  Means  she  got  into  an  adjacent  Room,  made 
two  Holes  through  the  Wall,  and  by  that  Stratagem  discovea^  the 
Secrets  of  Ma«oary ;  and  she  knowing  herself  to  be  the  first  WiHuan 
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in  the  World  tliat  over  found  out  that  Secret,  is  willing  to  make  it 
known  to  aU  her  Sex.  So  any  Lady  that  is  desirous  of  learning  the 
Secrets  of  Free  Masonry,  by  applying  to  that  well -learned  Woman 
(Mrs.  BeU  that  lived  fifteen  years  in  and  about  Newgate)  may  be 
instructed  in  all  the  Secrets  of  Masonry/^ 

1770  (Jan.  31). — The  first  fair  for  homed  cattle,  sheep  and  horses, 
was  held  at  Stockton,  when  a  very  great  number  of  each  kind  were 
exposed  to  sale.  The  fair  was  ordered  to  be  held  annually  on  the 
above  day,  and  the  9th  of  May. — Local  Papers. 

January. — Died  at  Berwick,  Mr.  Palmer,  a  gunner,  aged  108  years, 
who  retained  his  senses  to  the  last.  He  was  so  fond  of  angling  that 
he  attended  the  tide  regularly  throughout  the  year,  and  never  expe- 
rienced sickness. — Local  Papers. 

February  12. — ^Died  at  Norton,  near  Stockton,  (Christopher  Mid- 
dleton,  captain  in  the  royal  navy.  He  was  sent  by  the  government 
to  discover  a  passage  throughout  Hudson^s  Straits,  to  the  South  Sea, 
and  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  skill  in  maritime  aSyrs.  Captain 
Middleton^s  discoveries  were,  by  designing  men,  made  matters  of 
great  doubt  in  his  life-time,  but  recent  discoveries  have  proved  them 
otherwise,  when  the  satisfaction,  which  he  ought  to  have  had  in  his 
life-time,  cannot  now  be  conveyed  to  '^  the  duU  cold  ear  of  death.*" — 
Brewster's  Stockton 

February  1 7. — This  night  about  ten  o^dock,  a  large  ball  of  fire 
passed  over  Newcastle,  from  the  north  west  to  the  south  east,  oc- 
casioning much  astonishment  from  the  great  light  it  gave.  A  boy 
standing  at  a  door  in  Pilgrim  street  was  struck  down,  but  happily 
received  no  hurt;  and  a  woman  in  Park-house  lane,  in  Qateshead, 
was  much  scorched  in  the  face.  It  was  followed  by  uncommon  light- 
ning the  whole  night. — Gillespj/*8  Col. 

February  20. — The  gentlemen  of  the  Sunderland  hunt,  turned  out 
a  bag-fox  at  Newbottle ;  just  as  the  dogs  went  off  a  hare  started, 
which  they  killed  at  view ;  they  fell  on  the  fox^s  scent  again,  and  after 
a  chase  of  twelve  miles,  he  lept  down  a  lime  kiln,  and  crept  out  at  the 
eye,  where  the  dogs  took  up  the  scent  again ;  he  soon  after  took 
through  a  conduit  and  eluded  them  for  some  time,  but  being  again 
closely  pressed,  he  lept  down  a  rock,  and  took  the  river;  but  not 
being  pursued,  he  soon  returned,  and  was  again  taken  up  by  the  dogs, 
and  after  another  chase  for  near  fourteen  miles  he  ran  on  board  a  ship 
at  Ayre''s  quay,  where  he  was  taken  alive  by  the  sailors. — GiUespj/^s 
Col. 

March  7. — ^On  account  of  lady  Strathmore^s  coming  of  age,  a  great 
entertainment  was  given  at  his  lordship^s  seat  at  Gibside,  to  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  of  the  two  counties.     An  ox  was  roajsted  whole, 
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which,  with  other  victuals  and  some  hogsheads  of  strong  ale,  &c., 
were  given  to  the  populace,  many  hundreds  having  assembled  there 
to  celebrate  the  day.  The  house  was  open  for  ten  days  to  all 
persons  who  chose  to  repair  thither  to  regale  themselves.  His 
lordship^s  agents  gave  a  genteel  entertainment  in  Newcastle,  to  the 
people  employed  in  his  service  in  that  town  and  neighbourhood. 
Ringing  of  bells  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy  were  likewise  shewn 
on  the  occasion.  This  is  the  lady,  who,  seven  years  afterwards 
married  the  notorious  Andrew  Robinson  Stoney. — Local  Bee. 

1770  (March). — Died,  at  Heighington,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
Margaret  Todd,  aged  104  years. — Loctd  Papers, 

This  month,  in  digging  a  cellar  in  Northumberland  street,  New- 
castle, a  human  skeleton  was  found  about  three  feet  from  the  surface 
of  the  earth.  The  bones  were  uncommonly  large.  The  place  had 
been  a  garden. — Ibid. 

April. — ^A  curious  candle  was  made  in  Newcastle.  It  consisted  of 
forty-four  branches,  issuing  in  four  circular  divisions  from  the  main 
stem,  and  forming  four  circles  at  the  top,  where  they  all  terminated 
horizontally  with  each  other,  and  would  cast  forty-five  lights.  It 
weighed  22^fbs.  From  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  main  stem  it 
was  about  three  feet.  It  was  intended  to  be  lighted  up  at  the 
Cappadocian  entertainment  in  Newcastle,  on  the  Wednesday  ia 
Easter  week,  being  the  day  of  Mr.  Wilkes^  enlargement.  It  was 
invented  and  executed  by  Mr.  KeUy,  of  the  Quay  side,  at  whose 
house  the  curious  were  allowed  to  see  it  until  the  above  day. — Ibid. 

April  18. — The  friends  to  liberty  in  Newcastle,  assembled  at  various 
inns  and  public  houses  to  celebrate  Mr.  Wilkes^  enlarg^nent,  where 
very  elegant  entertainments  were  provided,  and  many  loyal  and  con- 
stitutional toasts  were  drunk,  all  which  were  conducted  with  the 
greatest  order,  decency,  and  decorum.  A  subscription  was,  at  the  same 
time  opened  at  Nelly'^s  coffise-house,  for  the  support  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
as  the  defender  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  which  met  with  all  de* 
sirable  success.  The  magistrates  being  apprehensive  that  some  out- 
rage would  be  committed  in  the  town  that  night,  gave  strict  orders  to 
the  constables  to  be  diUgent  in  their  respectives  wards,  in  order  to  quash 
any  tumults  and  apprehend  the  offenders,  and  by  orders  from  the  same 
quarter,  pad-locks  were  placed  upon  the  doors  of  the  bell-lofts  of  the 
several  churches  to  prevent  the  bells  from  being  rung.  In  the  evening; 
the  tragedy  of  Cato  was  performed  by  desire,  when  a  great  number  of 
Mr.  Wilkes^  friends  attended.  Happily  the  civil  officers  did  not  find  one 
irregular  person.  Among  the  many  curious  methods  to  celebrate  this 
day,  the  following  by  the  journeymen  of  Mr.  Taylor  Ansell,  tobaooo-pipe 
maker  in  Gateshead,  may  be  considered  worth  relating : — They  had  » 
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sheep,  4olbs.  weight,  roasted  whole  at  the  workshop  fire,  which  was  laid 
down  at  45  minutes  past  six  o'*ciock  in  the  morning,  when  two  sat  down 
and  turned  it  45  minutes,  and  then  were  relieved  by  other  two,  who  did 
the  same  &c.  till  45  minutes  past  eleven,  when  it  was  taken  from  the 
fire,  and  cut  up  by  Mr.  Ansell  (  who  assisted  all  the  time  ),  and  eaten 
on  the  shop  bench,  every  man  having  brought  his  knife,  fork,  and 
trencher,  with  45  large  potatoes,  45  biscuits,  and  45  quarts  of  ale, 
with  great  mirth  and  decorum.  Many  loyal  healths  were  drunk. 
Some  hundreds  of  people  were  spectators  of  the  preparations  and  of 
the  feast.  Mr.  Ansell  sent  as  a  present  to  four  different  clubs,  viz.  :-— 
The  King^s  Head,  Cappadocian,  Mr.  Oowling'*s  and  Mr.  ByerleyX 
45  pipes  each,  45  inches  long,  tipped  and  glazed,  and  marked  on  the 
shank,  "  J.  W,  45.*"  At  Durham,  on  account  of  Mr.  Wilke'*s  enlarge- 
ment, the  morning  was  ushered  in  with  ringing  of  bells,  which  con-  L 
tinued  the  whole  day.  In  the  evening  an  efiigy  was  carried  round  the 
town  on  an  ass,  and  afterwards  burnt  in  a  large  fire  in  the  market 
place,  where  45  gallons  of  beer  were  given  to  the  populace.  On  the 
breast  of  the  effigy  was  printed  in  large  capital  letters,  ^*  I  have  be-  ^ 
TRAYED  MY  coxsTiTUENTs ;  "  ou  its  back,  "  Languard  Fort.  ""  Ouo 
hand  held  out  "  bribery,  '^  and  the  other  *'  liberty.  '**  Most  of  the 
houses  were  illuminated,  and  a  pole  carried  round  the  town  with  45 
candles  upon  it.  At  Darlington,  there  were  great  rejoicings  on  the 
the  same  occasion,  the  bells  were  rung  all  the  day,  and  45  pieces  of 
cannon  were  fired  off,  and  in  the  evening  there  were  bon-fires  and  illu- 
minations. An  effigy  was  carried  round  the  town,  and  afterwards 
committed  to  the  flames.  At  Alnwick,  Sunderland,  Shields,  Mor- 
peth, Hexham,  and  various  other  places,  there  were  great  rejoicings 
on  the  above  occasion. — Local  Bee. 

1770  (May  10).-Died,  Mr.  Charles  Avison,  organist  of  St.  Nicholas'' 
church,  in  Newcastle.  He  had  been  upwards  of  thirty  years  an  organ- 
ist in  that  town,  and  was  much  admired  for  his  skill  in  the  profession, 
and  for  his  excellent  compositions.  Mr.  Avison  was  author  of  a  work 
intituled  ^^  An  Essay  on  Musical  Expression  ^  He  had  been  a  pupil 
of  the  celebrated  Geminiani,  who  held  his  talents  in  high  esteem,  and 
when  on  his  road  from  Edinburgh  in  December,  1760,  paid  Mr.  Avi- 
son, whom  he  had  not  seen  for  many  years,  a  visit.  This  venerable 
composer,  then  aged  88,  was  so  much  delighted  with  the  performance 
of  Mr.  Avison'^s  eldest  son  (13  years  old),  upon  the  harpsichord,  that 
he  took  him  to  his  arms  with  an  earnestness  which  affected  them 
both,  then  turning  to  his  father,  he  said,  "  my  friend,  I  love  all  your 
productions.  You  are  my  heir.  This  boy  will  be  yours,  take  care  of 
him.  To  raise  up  geniuses  like  him,  is  the  only  way  to  perpetuate 
music. " — Ibid. 
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1770  (June  20).— The  west  end  of  St.  Thomaa' chapel,  at  the  north 
end  of  Tyne  Bridge,  Newcastle,  woa  pulled  down,  and  after  the  angle 
wan  rounded  off  to  widen  the  entrance  to  the  town,  it  was  rebuilt  with 
brick  in  a  motley  manner.  It  was  opened  on  Sunday,  February  1 7tJi, 
1 783,  having  been  curtailed  a  second  time  to  widen  this  very  con- 
tracted spot.  It  was  newly  chipped  all  over  on  this  occasion,  the 
steeple  at  the  west  end  was  taken  down  and  a  new  one  built,  and  a 
cross  put  up  at  the  east  end. — Brand. 

June  23.-Died,  at  lus  bouse,  Xew  Builington  street,  London,  Mark 
Akonside,  the  eminent  poet  and  phyncian.  The  Akendde  family  be- 
longed to  Eachwick  in  Northumberland ;  but  his  father  was  a  reput- 
able butcher  in  the  Butcher  bank,  Newcastle,  where  the  poet  was  bom 
on  the  9th  day  of  November,  O.  S.,  1 72 1 .  He  received  the  first  rudi- 
ments of  hia  education  at  the  royal  free  grammar  school,  Newcastle, 
and  subsequently  attended  the  school  of  Mr.  Wilson,  minister  of 
the  Unitarian  chapel.  At  the  ago  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Edinbur^ 
to  receive  an  education  suitable  for  a  dissenting  minister,  but  re- 
linquished this  study  for  that  of  physic.  His  imclo  at  Eachwick  paid 
aU  the  expenoes  of  his  eduoation.  It  is  as  a  poet  that  his  celebrity  was 
established ;  as  a  physiciaji,  although  he  wrote  somo  valuable  works, 
yet  he  had  no  great  practice  or  fame.  He  published  his  most  notable 
work  "The  Pleasures  of  Imagination,'"  before  he  had  reached  his 
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twenty-third  year.  His  character  atnd  genius  have  been  diversely 
estimated ;  but  most  writers  agree  in  ascribing  to  him  the  titles  of  a 
gifted  poet,  a  man  of  genius,  of  learning,  and  of  taste.  He  died  of  a 
putrid  fever,  in  the  fifty  ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  is  buried  in  the 
parish  church  of  St.  James\  Westminster. — Biog,  Brit* 

1770  (June  28).-^Sweethope  Mill,  near  Hexham,  was  washed 
away  by  the  heavy  rains  which  had  fallen  in  that  neighbourhood. — 
Local  Papers. 

July  1. — The  burial-ground  belonging  to  the  church  at  Stockton, 
being  too  small,  an  additional  piece  of  ground  was^  this  day,  conse- 
crated by  bishop  Trevor. — Surtees. 

July  10. — Part  of  a  ship^s  bottom  was  weighed  up  in  the  river 
Tyne,  near  Bill  Point,  the  keel  of  which  measured  upwards  of  70  feet. 
It  appeared  quite  fresh,  the  planks  were  18  inches  broad,  caulked 
with  hair,  and  overlapped  each  other.  It  was  supposed  to  have  been 
one  of  the  ships  sunk  when  the  Spaniards  attempted  to  invade  Eng- 
land in  1588. — Local  Papers, 

July  15. — The  passage  over  Tyne  Bridge,  at  Newcastle,  was 
stopped  on  account  of  bishop  Trevor  repairing  an  arch  at  the  south 
end,  which  had  formerly  been  used  as  a  draw-bridge.  Beams  of  timber 
had  been  laid  across  covered  with  planks  and  paved.  The  timbers 
having  failed,  it  was  now  repaired  with  stone,  and  again  opened  to 
the  public  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  On  this  occasion  boats 
were  established  at  the  east  end  of  Hillgate,  and  the  west  end  of 
Pipewellgate,  for  the  convenience  of  passage, — Ibid. 

July  27. — Captain  Reed^  of  the  Diligence,  and  three  men  in  get- 
ting into  a  ship^s  boat  at  the  quay  side,  Newcastle,  to  cross  the  water, 
unhappily  were  overset,  and  the  captain  and  the  mate  of  a  Scotch 
ship  were  drowned. — Cfillespy's  Col. 

July — The  largest  looking-glass  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  Eng- 
land, was  placed  in  the  grand  drawing-room  at  Alnwick  Castle. 
The  plate  itself  measured  9  feet  5  inches  by  5  feet  7  inches,  it  was 
made  in  France,  and  cost  upwards  of  i?  1,000.  At  the  same  time 
was  also  put  up  a  most  beautiful  and  elegant  chandelier  of  eighteen 
branches. — lUd. 

August  6.^~About  nine  o'*clock  at  night,  as  Miss  Margaret  Banson, 
sister  to  Mr.  Banson,  writing  master  ta  the  Free  Grammar-school  in 
Newcastle,  was  returning  in  a  post-chaise  from  Durham,  she  was 
robbed  of  half-a-guinea  on  Gateshead' Fell,  by  a  single  highwayman^ 
When  the  highwayman  attacked  Miss  Banson  in  the/chaise,  after 
ordering  the  driver  to  stop  q;i  pain  of  death,  he  presented  a  pistol, 
and  demanded  her  money ;  on  whicih,  the  surprise  getting  the  better 
of  her  fears,  she  altercated  with  him,  and  told  him  she  had  none  worth 
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hifl  while ;  that  she  had  only  been  at  Durham  on  businesB,  and  had 
but  half-a-gnmea  and  some  halfpence  left;  he  took  the  half  guinea 
and  returned  the  rest ;  he  then  demanded  a  watch,  and  she  had  some 
difficulty  to  conyince  him  she  had  not  one  with  lier ;  he  had  a  great 
tremor  upon  him  all  the  while,  was  but  badly  mounted,  and  witiiout 
boots  or  great  coat.  When  Miss  Sanson  had  come  forward  about  a 
mile,  she  met  the  postman  carrying  the  mail  from  Newcastle  to  Dur^ 
ham,  and  advised  him  to  return  or  take  a  guard,  telling  him  he  would 
certainly  be  robbed ;  but  he  would  not  be  advised,  he  went  on,  and 
at  the  turnpike  gate  asked  if  he  could  have  a  pistol,  but  could  not  get 
one  to  his  mind.  A  little  after  he  had  left  the  gate,  he  was  joined  by 
a  man,  as  above  described,  whom  he  took  to  be  a  countryman  going 
from  market,  and  told  him  what  had  happened,  that  a  highwayman 
was  upon  the  road,  &c.,  and  that  he  could  not  get  a  pistol  to  defend 
himself.  They  rode  on  together  about  two  miles,  when  his  companion 
told  him  in  a  soft  manner,  he  must  have  his  bags,  which  the  postman 
took  at  first  only  as  a  joke ;  he  then  presented  a  pistol,  and  obliged 
the  postman  to  alight,  take  the  mail  off,  and  throw  it  on  before  him ; 
after  which,  he  ordered  the  postman  to  ride  forward,  declaring  if  he 
looked  back,  he  would  blow  his  brains  out.  The  next  day  a  person 
who  called  himself  Robert  HazDtt,  and  said  he  was  lately  clerk  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Bamford,  of  Philpot-lane,  London,  was  taken  up  in  New- 
castle, on  suspicion  of  being  the  highwayman  that  committed  the 
said  robberies.  He  had  a  young  woman  along  with  him.  Upon  his 
examination,  he  confessed  that  he  robbed  the  lady  in  the  chaise,  but 
declared  that  he  had  an  accompUce  who  robbed  the  postman  of  the 
mail,  and  brought  it  to  him  in  an  adjoining  quarry,  where  they 
opened  it  and  divided  the  contents,  after  which  he  had  not  seen  him. 
Many  of  the  letters  and  bills  that  were  in  the  mail  wero  found  in  a 
chest,  which  he  and  the  young  woman  said  belonged  to  her.  He  waa 
committed  to  Durham  gaol.  August  16th,  the  trial  of  Robert 
HazUtt,  otherwise  William  Hudson,  for  robbing  the  above  lady, 
came  on  at  Durham,  and  on  the  jury  retiring  for  a  few  minutes,  they 
returned,  finding  the  prisoner  guilty.  After  which  he  was  arraigned 
and  tried  for  robbing  the  Newcastle  mail,  and  upon  the  clearost 
evidence  he  was  likewise  found  guilty.  When  asked  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  say  In  his  defence,  he  replied  ^'  he  did  not  rob  the  maO,  that 
it  was  an  accomplice,  one  Hewitt,  of  London,  who  committed  that 
robbeiy.^  Having  impeached  this  person  the  week  bdbre,  notice 
was  sent  to  sir  John  Fielding  thereof,  who  got  the  man  apprehended, 
but  upon  examination,  it  was  found  that  he  had  not  been  fnun  town 
at  the  time.  The  judge  believed  HazUtt  to  be  the  same  person  who 
robbed  his  lordship,  near  London,  in  the  preceding  June.    Haaditt 
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came  down  from  London  by  sea  only  a  day  or  two  before,  and  had 
hired  a  horse  at  Shields,  on  which  he  committed  the  robberies.  After 
liis  condemnation,  he  sent  a  <f  20.  bank  note,  and  a  bill  at  si^ht  of 
«f  12.  or  <f  14.  to  the  judge,  which  he  had  secreted  in  his  coat  sleeve, 
and  were  all  that  were  wanting  of  what  had  been  in  the  mail :  he 
also  told  them  that  the  bags  and  letters  were  in  a  com  field,  all  of 
i¥hich  were  found  there.  September  18th,  Hazlitt  was  executed  near 
Durham,  and  after  hanging  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  his  body  was 
cut  down  and  carried  from  thence  in  a  cart  to  a  ^bbet  twenty-five 
feet  high,  erected  about  three  miles  from  Newcastle  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road,  leading  over  Gateshead  FeU  to  Durham,  near  the  place 
ivhere  the  robberies  were  committed,  and  there  hung  in  chains.  A 
large  pool  of  water,  by  the  side  of  which  the  gibbet  was  erected,  was 
long  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  Hazlitt^s  pond.  On  coming 
out  of  gaol  on  the  morning  of  his  execution,  he  looked  earnestly  at 
the  cart,  and  said,  "  this  indeed  is  terrible !  but  as  my  life  has  been 
injurious,  I  hope  that  my  death  will  be  useful  to  mankind.^  Soon 
after  he  was  hung  in  chains,  a  person  advanced  in  years,  was  observed 
fleveral  days  to  go  and  kneel  before  the  gibbet,  where  he  remained  a 
considerable  time,  regardless  of  the  wet  weather.  The  last  day  in 
particular  he  prostrated  himself  on  his  bare  knees  for  upwards  of  an 
hour,  and  became  so  enfeebled  that  he  could  not  rise  till  some  people 
gave  him  assistance ;  after  which  he  drew  out  of  his  pocket  a  hat- 
band, and  putting  it  on,  said  he  then  was  eaqr,  and  took  his  leave  of 
the  melancholy  spectade  before  him.  It  was  thought  that  this  per- 
son was  his  fatiier.  HazUtt^s  correspondence,  subsequent  to  his  trial, 
was  published  in  the  ^'  Weekly  Miscellany.^ — Local  Papers^  4rc. 

1770  (Aug.  18). — ^At  night,  a  tradesman  in  the  Side,  Newcastle, 
walking  down  the  Groat-market,  about  ten  o^clock,  was  saluted  with  a 
tap  on  the  shoulder  by  a  man,  who  immediately  secured  one  of  his  arms 
hshind  him  with  some  sort  of  machine,  as  he  apprehended,  made  for 
the  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  clapped  a  sticking  plaster  over  his 
mouth ;  so  that  he  neither  could  make  any  efiectual  resistance  nor 
call  out  for  help ;  and  in  this  condition  he  was  dragged  by  the  fellow 
through  Denton-chare,  Westgate-street,  the  Postern,  and  by  the 
Forth,  as  far  as  the  houses  at  the  entrance  into  the  MaideoVwalk, 
when  luckily  meeting  with  three  men,  who  perceived  his  distress,  the 
rascal  thought  proper  to  leave  his  prisoner  at  liberty. — GiUetpy^s  Col. 

September. — As  some  labourers  were  casting  a  level  in  Pelaw-bogs, 
near  Ghester-le-street,  they  found  the  bones  of  a  human  body  about 
four  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  It  was  supposed  to  have 
been  the  body  of  some  person  who  had  been  mixrdered,-^Ijocal  Eee. 

October  17. — The  fii^  weekly  market  was  held  this  day  (Wednes 
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(lay)  at  South  Shields,  to  be  holden  there  every  Wednesday.  The 
dt^ii  and  chapter  at  the  same  time  ordered  that  two  fairs  should  be 
held  anDually.  The  lirBt  on  the  21th  of  June,  1771,  and  the  second 
on  the  let  of  Sei)teinber,  and  on  the  same  days  in  every  Hucceeding 
year. — Loeal  Pafen. 


1 770  (Nov  6), — A  block,  or  plate  of  parting,  extracted  from  sundty 
matters,  was  tested  off  at  Mr.  Cox's  refinery  at  Bill  Quay,  on  the 
river  Tyne,  which  contained  of  fine  gold  and  eilver  6671bs.  lot 
ISdwte.,  or  8005oz.  15dwts.  troy,  or  1000  merks  5oz.  15dwts.  Its 
intrinsic  value  was  .£3702.  13b.  4^d.  It«  solid  thickness  was  4j 
inches,  exclusive  of  its  rising  or  springing  into  imaginary  devices  from 
its  fineness.  Its  length  was  3  feet,  breadth  2  feet  2  inches,  and  cii^ 
cumferencB  S  feet  2  inches.  No  plate  of  its  magnitude,  weight,  or 
value,  had  ever  before  been  tested  in  this  kingdom,  or  as  it  was  sap- 
posed,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Cox's 
friends,  it  was  exhibited  previous  to  being  sent  off  to  London,  at  Hr. 
Pryor's  (  assay  master  )  workhouse  in  the  Side,  Newcastle,  each  pet- 
son  paying  one  shilling  for  the  benefit  of  the  Infirmary.  This  exliibi- 
tion  produced  i?8. 8s.,  which  was  paid  into  the  bands  of  the  trcaeuret 
of  that  charity,  January  3rd,  1771. — Ibid. 

November.  8. — There  was  a  most  violent  storm  of  rain  which 
swelled  the  rivers  to  an  alarming  degree.  The  river  Wear  at  Sunder- 
land bridge,  near  Durham,  rose  to  the  height  of  three  stories  in  the 
houso  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  iuokccpcr,  wiiich  compelled  the  fivnily  to  take 
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to  the  upper  stories.  He  had  several  swine  which  got  upon  a  coal  heap, 
where  they  stood  most  part  of  the  day,  but  were  at  last  taken  away  by 
the  flood  and  lost.  Several  goats  came  down  the  river  and  were  drown- 
ed. A  field  of  turnips  near  Shincliffe,  valued  at  <£  100.  and  a  field 
of  com  at  Wolsingham,  valued  at  .f'lSO.  were  entirely  destroyed.  A 
boat  plied  for  some  time  at  the  foot  of  Elvet,  in  the  city  of  Durham, 
in  which  place  several  cellars  were  overflowed  and  great  damage  done. 
The  river  Tyne  rose  12  feet  above  neap  tide.  At  Alnwick,  the  river 
rose  to  an  unprecedented  degree,  so  that  part  of  the  dam  above  bridge 
gave  way,  together  with  the  foundations  of  the  miUs.  One  of  the  peo- 
ple employed  in  recovering  what  could  be  come  at  in  the  loft  above 
them,  saved  himself  by  getting  into  a  window  in  the  gable  when  the 
mills  fell  down,  this  being  the  only  part  that  stood,  and  if  the  water 
had  not  got  passage,  the  houses  adjoining  must  have  been  swept 
away.  The  other  mills,  called  the  new  mills,  had  their  dam  heads 
carried  away.  The  end  of  the  bridge  next  to  the  town  was  consid- 
erably shrunk,  owing  to  the  bank  having  been  so  much  washed  away. 
December  15th  part  of  the  south  arch  fell  into  the  river,  leaving  the 
others  in  a  tottering  condition.  Many  tall  trees  were  rooted  out 
by  the  strength  of  the  current — Local  Papers. 

1770  (Nov.  20)  .• — Died,  in  St.  Johns's  poor-house,  Newcastle,  Mary 
Batty,  aged  105  years. — Ihid. 

December — In  sinking  the  floor  of  the  cellar  at  Bamborough 
castle,  a  curious  draw^weU  was  accidentally  discovered.  Its  depth 
was  145  feet  all  cut  through  the  solid  rock,  of  which  75  feet  was  hard 
whinstone.^-&ra80. 

December  31. — ^Died,  at  his  house  in  Glateshead,  Mr.  William 
Sedgewick,  a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  chemical  world,  for  his 
many  valuable  inventions,  and  particularly  for  that  of  dissolving  the 
stone  in  the  bladder.-— Zoca^  Papers. 

This  year,  died  at  Great  Bavington,  in  Northumberland,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Lawson,  widow,  aged  105  years. — Ibid. 

The  water  reservoir  on  the  Town-moor,  Newcastle,  was  this  year 
made,  and  one  hundred  fire  plugs  ordered  to  be  placed,  in  the  event 
of  fire. — Braaid. 

This  year,  in  digging  for  a  cellar  on  Hyde  Hill,  Berwick,  the  clay 
was  found  intimately  mixed  with  quick-silver,  a  piece  of  it  the  size  of 
an  egg,  produced  a  tea-spoon  full.  The  place  where  it  was  found  was 
much  built  upon,  which  prevented  further  search. — Fuller. 

A  school  for  girls  was,  about  this  year,  founded  in  Sunderland,  in 
consequence  of  a  bequest  of  a  Mrs.  Dennison. — Surtees. 

The  chapel,  at  Eshe,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was  this  year 
almost  entirely  rebuilt.    It  consists  of  a  long  narrow  nave  and  chancel 
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of  equal  height  and  breadth,  and  of  a  south  porch  which  opene  under 
a  low  pointed  arch.  This  portion  alono  is  perhaps  part  of  the  old 
chapel,  and  here,  when  Mr.  Hutchinson  wrote,  lay  a  fine  recumbent 
effigy  in  stone,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  family  of  De  Eshe.  This  is 
now  destroyed  or  removed. — Surteea. 

1 770. — A  young  woodcock  was  taken  in  a  nest  near  Prestwick  Orr, 
and  was  shewn  at  Newcastle  as  a  great  curiosity.  The  old  ones  wwe 
seen,  but  escaped. — GenCi,  Mag.  > 

The  lordship  of  Hart  in  the  county  of  Duriiam,  waa  this  year  pur- 
chased by  sir  Geor;ge  Pooock,  K.B.  for 
^72,000,   and  it  has  been  alienated  re- 
cently by  his  son  sir  George  Pooock,  bart. 
to  the  late  duke  of  Cleveland.       Hart 
,   church  is  a  vray  ancient  Btructnre,  and 
I   remarkable  for  its  numerous  sculptures. 
The  subject  represented  in  the  margin  ia 
sculptured  on  the  exterior  of  die  south 
wall  of  the  chancel,    and    has    soared 
much  from  the  corroding  injuries  of  time. 
i  There  ia  no  popular  tradition  connected 
with  it,  nor  is  it  known  when  it  was  fixed 
there.     Hutchinson  merely  states  it  to  be 
"  a  figure  in  armour,  out  in  relief  slaying  a  dragon,  a  cross  upon  the 
shield."      But  the  cross  is  that  attributed  to  St.  George,  and  the 
"  figure  in  armour  "  is  evidently  meant  to  typify  the  Saint  performing 
bis  accustomed  feat  of  slaying  the  dragon. — Sir  C.  Sharp's  Col. 

At  this  time  there  was  living  at  Sunderland,  a  man  named  Robert 
Haxby,  a  clock  maker,  who  had  a  variety  of  curious  olooks,  which  he 
frequently  exhibited  for  a  trifling  sum,  giving  notice  himsdf  by  beat 
of  drum,  of  the  time  of  ihe  intended  exhibitiona.  He  was  blind,  tmd 
consequently  his  ingenuity  was  considered  the  more  surprimng.  In 
1750,  he  received  a  reward  of  ten  guineas,  for  making  the  model  of  a 
machine,  for  removing  ballast  out  of  the  river  Wear.  He  is  still 
recollected  by  some  of  the  elders  of  Sunderiand.  He  frequently  pre- 
sented petitions  to  the  Commissioners  of  that  river ;  amongst  their 
papers,  the  following  occurs : — "  That  your  petitioner  proposed  to  be 
engineer  about  tlurty  years  agoe,  and  Mr.  Winfield,  he  b^ng  chair- 
man at  the  time,  told  you,  that  you  would  never  get  such  another, 
think  on  Iiim  as  littel  aa  you  please.  I  both  maid  an  mi|^  for  you 
then,  and  at  the  same  time  I  drew  a  plan  for  yoo,  and  nobody  could 
say  any  thing  against  it ;  but  tn  my  way  of  tliinldng,  it  vrould  have 
taken  up  three  or  fore  keels  in  aa  hour  by  the  purchase  of  fore  horses 
— but  Bob.  Walker  put  them  of  that,  as  he  said  there  vms  the  same 
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thing  making  at  Newcastle,  and  when  they  was  done  with  it  they 
would  get  it,  but  I  never  heard  tell  that  it  is  maid  yet.  Now  you  have 
had  fore  or  five  Engineers,  and  all  to  no  service,  and  the  pier  that 
you  are  building  now,  if  you  cany  in  East,  or  East  and  be  South,  it 
will  fling  such  a  tumbling  sea  in,  if  the  storm  came  on  betwixt  North 
and  East,  that  no  ships  can  ride  in  the  harbour,  besides  the  ballast 
'  and  rubbish  that  it  will  through  in,  which  will  chock  the  harbour  up. 
Grentlemen,  it  is  not  only  my  judgement,  but  it  is  the  oppenion  of  the 
sea-faring  men  in  general,  and,  Grentlemen,  I  have  the  plan  now  lying 
by  me  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  examine  it,  and  look  it  over,  for  I  don'*t 
pretend  to  medell  no  more  concerning  it.  ^^ 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  humb.  servt.     Robert  Haxby.  ^ 
— Local  Bee. 

1771  (Jan.  26). — The  ancient  market  cross,  which  formerly  stood 
at  Hexham,  in  Northumberland,  was  removed  down  to  Haydon-bridge, 
where,  on  the  above  day  (Saturday),  a  market  was  held,  when  a 
great  many  neccessaries  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  were  exposed  to 
sale. — Newc.  Cottrant. 

February. — Died  at  Hepple,  near  Rothbuiy,  Mrs.  Grizzle  Boss, 
aged  100  years.  She  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  bom  of  noble  parents, 
and  had  eloped  from  her  husband  about  forty  five  years  before. — 
Local  Papers. 

February. — As  some  men  were  digging  in  a  quarry  at  Ayton  Banks^ 
on  Gateshead  Fell,  they  found  the  skeleton  of  a  man  of  very  large 
size,  about  two  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  earth.  It  appeared  to 
have  lain  many  years. — Ibid. 

February  28. — Died,  in  his  78th  year  of  his  age,  at  Hinton,  in 
Northamptonshire,  the  learned,  ingenious,  and  rev.  Richard  Grey, 
D.  D..  one  of  his  majesty'^s  justices  of  the  peace  for  that  county, 
archdeacon  of  Bedford,  commissary  of  Leicester,  prebendary  of  St. 
PauFs,  rector  of  Hinton,  and  of  Kimcote,  in  Leicestershire,  chaplain 
to  Lord  Crewe,  bishop  of  Durham,  by  whom  he  was  presented  to  the 
living  of  Hinton,  in  1718,  Dr.  Grey  was  bom  at  Newcastle,  the  son 
of  a  Mr.  Grey,  barber ;  his  mother^s  name  was  Lambert,  the  sister  of 
Fenwick  Lambert,  who  kept  an  inn  in  that  town.  He  had  one  sister 
who  married  Thomas  Burdis,  esq.,  barrister  and  another  who  married 
Mr.  John  White,  an  eminent  printer  at  Newcastle. — Local  Bee. 

March  3. — The  impressed  men  on  board  of  the  Boscav^n  cutter, 
lying  at  Shields,  found  an  opportunity  to  overpower  the  watch  on 
deck,  and  fifteen  of  them  made  their  escape ;  the  centinel  in  opposing 
them  lost  three  of  his  fingers  by  the  stroke  of  a  cutlass,  and  an  ofiicer 
was  desperately  wounded  in  the  head. — Local  Papers. 

April  11. — Some  persons  found  means  to  conceal  themselves  in  the 
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house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Potts,  butcher,  at  Hepscot,  near  Morpeth,  and 
when  the  family  were  asleep,  went  into  Mr.  Robert  Pottfl^  lodging-room, 
and  took  away  his  breeches  from  under  his  pillow,  in  the  pockets  of 
which  were  four  guineas ;  they  then  entered  another  room,  and  got  a 
quantity  of  linen  and  wearing  apparel,  but  in  endeavouring  to  force  open 
a  chest,  the  noise  awoke  the  hind^s  wife,  who  mistaking  it  to  be 
occasioned  by  some  of  the  family,  asked  what  they  were  doing  up  so 
late,  and  no  answer  being  given,  she  alarmed  Mr.  Robert  Potts,  who 
immediately  starting  up,  found  the  doors  open,  and  to  his  amazement, 
saw  the  stacks  of  com  in  the  yard  all  on  fire,  but  the  villains  were 
then  Qed ;  four  stacks  of  oats,  three  of  barley,  and  one  of  hay  were 
entirely  destroyed,  and  with  great  difficulty  the  dwelling-house,  barns, 
&c.,  were  preserved  from  the  flames. — GiUespys  Col. 

1771  (April). — Died,  at  Birdhope-crag,  in  the  parish  of  ELsdon, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Gilroy,  aged  106  years.— i/(x?a?  Papers. 

Mr.  William  Bell,  painter,  son  of  a  bookbinder,  in  Newcastle,  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  his  majesty'^s  premium  of  a  gold  medal,  value 
^20.,  at  the  Royal  Academy,  for  the  best  historical  picture.  Mr. 
Bell  went  to  London  about  the  year  1768,  and  was  among  the  first  of 
those  who  entered  as  students  in  the  Royal  Academy ;  and  when  the 
gold  medal  was  offered  by  thjB  council  for  the  best  historical  picture, 
he  became  a  candidate,  but  the  prize  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Low.  In 
1771,  he  again  became  a  candidate  for  the  gold  medal  and  obtained 
it,  for  the  best  historical  picture,  the  subject,  Venus  soliciting  Vulcan 
to  forge  arwm/tfor  her  son  uEneas^  but  his  success  was  owing  to  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance : — Mr.  William  Hamilton,  a  student,  was  also  a 
candidate,  but  it  was  discovered  that  his  picture  had  been  touched 
upon  by  his  master,  Mr.  Zucchi,  for  which  reason  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, the  president,  very  properly  observed,  that  it  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  the  genuine  work  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  that  Mr.  Bell's 
picture  as  the  next  in  merit,  was  therefore  entitled  to  the  prize.  The 
medal,  which  weighed  about  four  ounces,  was  most  elegantly  execu- 
ted ;  on  one  side,  the  head  of  (Jeorge  III.,  inscribed  '*  Gcorgius  3. 
D.  G.  Mag,  Brit.  Fr.  &  Hib.  Rex.— T.  Pingo.  f. ''  Reverse,  Minerva 
directing  a  youth  to  the  Temple  of  Fame.  '^  Hand  facilem  esse  viam 
volvit. "  Underneath,  "  R.  Ac.  instituted  1768.  **'  Engraved  on  the 
edge,  "  To  William  Bell,  for  the  best  historical  picture,  1771.""  Mr. 
Bell  was  much  patronized  by  Sir  John  Delaval,  (afterwards  Lord  De- 
laval),  and  while  he  was  in  London,  resided  at  his  lordship'^s  house ; 
and  in  1775,  he  exhibited  two  views  of  Seaton  Delaval,  his  patron's 
seat  in  Northumberland.  At  Seaton  Delaval  were  several  whole 
length  portraits  of  his  lordship'^s  family,  which  were  painted  by  Mr. 
Bell.    After  he  left  his  lordship,  he  resided  at  his  native  town,  where 
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he  subsisted  by  painting  portraits.  He  died  abont  the  year  1800, 
^ed  60  years, — Local  Ree. 

1771  (May  3). — Died,  at  Crookham,  in  Northumboriand,  aged  90, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Armstrong,  sister  to  General  Forster  (who  served  in 
that  capacity  under  the  pTotonder  in  i  715),  a  lady  of  great  knowlodge, 
and  of  amazing  activity  and  fortitude  in  her  youtfa.  When  her  bro- 
ther was  imprisoned  at  London,  she  was  permitted  to  see  him,  and 
having  procured  an  impression  of  the  key  of  his  prison  door  upon  a 
piece  of  clay,  got  a  key  made  by  it  at  Newcastle,  with  which  she 
afterwards  returned,  and  succeeded  in  setting  the  general  at  liberty, 
dresaed  in  her  own  clothes.  This  anecdote,  Mrs.  Armatrong  and  her 
friends  often  acknowledged  as  a  fact. — Local  Papers. 

June  15, — The  statue  of  king 
Charles  II.,  which  hod  stood  for 
many  years  over  the  Magazine  Gate, 
at  the  north  end  of  Tyne  bridge,  New- 
castle, having  been  taken  down  (the 
gate  being  also  removed  to  render  the 
entrance  into  the  town  more  open), 
was,  on  this  day,  placed  in  a  niche, 
made  for  that  purpose,  in  front  of  the 
Kxchonge,  facing  the  Sandhill.  This 
circumstance  so  irritated  an  invete- 
rate enemy  to  the  Stuart  race,  and 
fiery  zealot  of  the  house  of  Bnins- 
wick,  that,  on  the  J  8th,  a  most  ill- 
natured  Pasquinade*  wa«  found  post- 
ed upon  a  door  immediately  under 
the  statue.  When  the  Exchange 
had  its  north  front  modernized,  the 

statue  was  again  taken  down,  and  now  stands  at  the  foot  of  the 
stairs  leading  to  the  Guildhall.  This  tine  figure,  which  is  in  Iloman 
costume,  was  placed  over  the  south  front  of  the  Magaane  Gate,  on 
the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  with  this  motto,  "  Advewtva  Segia 
tolamen  Gregis,"  i.  e.  "  The  coming  of  the  king  is  the  comfort  of  his 
people." — Local  Ree. 

July  8. — John  Egerton,  bishop  of  Lichfield,  was  translated  to  Dur- 
ham. On  the  3rd  of  September,  he  made  his  public  entry  into  the 
diocese,  where  he  soon  became  deservedly  popular  with  all  ranks. 
Nor  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  of  the  many  noble  and  generous  pre- 
lates who  have  held  the  see  of  Durham,  none  ever  exennsed  hia 

*  WrittCD  by  John  Rotberun,  M.  D,,  of  Newcastle. 
VOL.  II.  2  c 
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palatine  privileged  with  more  libera)  <]iscretion,  or  passed  through  his 
hi<jh  office  with  less  blame  or  envy,  than  bishop  Egerton.  After  pro- 
Riiling  at  Durham  seventeen  years,  he  died  in  London  on  the  18th  of 
January.  1787. — Snriee». 

1771  (July  8). — In  the  evening  a  fire  broke  out  at  Lintzgarth,  in 
the  parish  of  Stanhope,  which,  in  a  short  time,  reduced  to  aflhcs  seve- 
ral dwelUng-houses  and  out-houBea,  belonging  to  sir  Walter  Blackett, 
hart.,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson.  The  wind  being  high,  little  or  nothing 
could  be  saved  of  the  tenant's  furniture. — Local  Papers. 

Same  day,  the  keelmcn,  on  the  river  Tyne,  after  a  stop  of  some 
weeks,  went  to  work  again;  to  effect  which,  Mr.  Alderman  Mosley 
exerted  himself  in  a  very  praise-worthy  manner,  by  going  dorni  the 
river  himself  in  diifcrent  keels,  time  after  time,  till  he  got  tliem  all 
to  work,  no  one  attempting  to  insult  him,  though  the  keels  had  not 
previously  been  suffered  to  pass  with  such  men  as  were  willing  to 
work.  The  grievance  complained  of  by  the  keelmen,  was  the  erection 
of  some  new  staiths  near  Shields,  the  owners  thereby  saving  the  keel 
(lues. — GillespyB  Col. 

July  10, — The  new  theatre,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  waa  opened  with 
"  Tkti  W&t  Indian,""  and  other  entertainments. — Ihid. 

Jidy  15. — Upwards  of  4000  salmon  were  exposed  for  sale  in  New- 
castle fish-market,  which  sold  for  about  a  penny  farthing  per  pound, 
107  salmon  were  caught  that  morning  at  one  fishery  above  Tyne 
bridge. — Local  Papers. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


iGE  numbers  of  the  inhabitanta  of  Newcastle 
!einbled  on  the  Sandhill,  on  the  20th  of  July, 
71,  to  witness  the  punishment  of  Gbristian 
orsley,  who,  having  been  convicted  nt  the  pre- 
>U8  quarter  Beeaions  for  that  town,  of  obtein- 
;  goods  on  faUie  pretences,  was  sentenced  to 
md   in   the   pillory  from  12  o'clock  to  one 
o^olock,  on  the  above  day.     At  the  quarter  sessions  held  at  Alnwiok, 
in  the  foUowing  October,  tiiis  woman  received  sentence  of  transport- 
ation for  a  sin^Iar  offence. — Local  Pofert. 

July  21. — Notice  was  given  that  there  would  be  no  service  in  St. 
Nicholas''  church,  Newcastle,  on  this  day  (Sunday),  as  a  part  of  the 
west  end  had  been  taken  do\vn,  and  was  ^en  rebnildtng. — lUd. 

During  the  fair  held  at  Alnwick,  on  Friday  the  29th  of  July,  1771, 
Mr.  James,  an  attorney  of  Morpeth,  having  been  in  company  where 
he  had  drank  too  freely,  went  out  amongst  the  crowd,  to  buy  some 
jpnger-bread,  &c.,  a  constable,  named  Bolam,  who  had  been  placed 
to  keep  order,  thinking  that  he  made  too  free  with  the  people,  repri- 
manded him  for  it,  whereupon  Mr.  James  stabbed  him  in  the  breast 
with  the  knife  he  hod  in  his  hand  cutting  tbe  ginger-bread.  The 
man  stood  a  few  minutes,  then  dropped,  and  after  languishing  abont 
an  hour,  he  died.  Coroner's  verdict,  wilfid  murder.  Mr.  James  was 
in  consequence  committed  to  Morpeth  gaol.  Another  account  says, 
Mr.  James  was  distributing  ginger-bread,  and  liad  taken  a  knife  out 
of  his  pocket  to  cut  it  with,  but  the  person  whose  ginger-bread  ho 
was  ^ving  away,  not  knowing  Mr.  James,  had  woi-ds  with  him,  and 
called  for  a  constable,  when  Bolam  came  to  him  and  suffered  as  above. 
At  the  Northumberland  assizes  in  1772,  Mr.  James  wae  acquitted 
of  the  murder,  but  found  guilty  of  manslaughter.-^Gi7/f«/iy'«  CW. 
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1771  (Aug.  7). — Died  suddenly,  in  London,  in  the  48th  year  of  his 

age,  sir  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  K.  B., 
August  22nd,  his  remains  arrived  at  New- 
castle in  grand  funeral  pomp,  and  were  laid 
in  state  that  evening  at  Mr.  NelsonX 
Black  Bull  inn,  surrounded  with  the  en- 
signs of  the  order  of  the  Bath,  banners, 
escutcheons,  &c.  So  eager  were  all  classes 
to  obtain  a  view  of  this  ceremonial,  that  in 
the  rush,  a  girl  had  her  leg  broken,  a  gen- 
tlemen lost  his  watch,  many  people  had 
their  pockets  picked,  their  clothes  torn  off, 
and  themselves  otherwise  much  injured.  The  remains  next  day  pro- 
ceeded on  their  route  to  Seaton  Delaval,  to  be  interred  in  the  family 
vault. — Local  Papers. 

August  10. — Herrings  were  sold  in  Newcastle  at  eighteen  a  penny ; 
great  quantities  of  salmon  were  also  brought  to  market  which  sold 
for  a  penny,  and  three  farthings  per  pound. — Gillegpy^s  Col. 

August  18. — As  a  servant  of  sir  John  Hussey  Delaval,  bart.,  was 
coming  to  Newcastle,  from  Seaton  Delaval,  his  horse  took  fright  at 
the  Bai'ras  Bridge,  and  running  along  Sandyford-stone  Lane,  on 
coming  to  the  bridge,  where  some  people  attempted  to  stop  him,  he 
sprang  over  the  battlement  to  the  bottom  of  the  dean,  which  was 
upwards  of  forty-two  feet  deep ;  in  the  fall  the  man  lost  his  scat,  but 
luckily  he  alighted  between  two  very  large  stones  that  lay  near  each 
other ;  and  was  thus  prevented  receiving  any  injury  from  the  horse 
wliich  fell  directly  over  him.  Though  much  bruised,  the  man  was 
able  to  ride  home  the  same  evening ;  the  horse  was  afterwards 
shot,  being  so  much  injured,  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  recovery. 
— Crillespys  Col. 

August  22. — His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  and  suite 
arrived  at  Alnwick  castle,  where,  as  he  entered  the  castle  gates,  ho  was 
greeted  with  a  salute  of  21  guns,  and  every  other  mark  of  respect. 
On  Sunday,  the  25th,  his  royal  highness,  accompanied  by  their  graces 
the  duke  and  duchess  of  Northumberland,  earl  Percy,  and  lord  Alger- 
non Percy,  attended  divine  service  at  Alnwick  church,  where  an 
excellent  sermon  was  preached  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Percy.  On  their 
return  to  the  castle,  his  royal  highness  received  the  compliments  of 
the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Newcastle,  attended  by  their  members, 
sir  Walter  ]3Iackett,  bart.,  and  Matthew  Ridley,  esq.,  and  of  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  Berwick,  attended  by  their  representative, 
sir  John  Hussey  Delaval,  bart.,  who,  together  with  their  respective 
recorders,  town  clerks,  fee,  were  presented  to  his  royal  highness,  and 
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had  the  honour  of  kissing  his  hand,  as  had  many  othor  gentlemen  of 
the  county,  attended  by  Thomas  Charles  Bigge,  esq.,  high  sheriff  of 
Northumberland.     They  afterwards  all  dined  at  the  castle,  where 
the  magnificence  and  hospitality  displayed,  gave  a  striking  picture  of 
the  stato  and  splendour  of  oiur  ancient  barons.    On  the  27th,  his 
royal  highness,  attended  by  their  graces  the  duke  und  duchess  of 
Northumberland,  earl  Percy,  lord  Algernon  Percy,  sir  John  Hussey 
Delaval,  and  several  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  Northumberiand, 
whose  equipages  and  cavalcade  extended  half  a  mile,  visited  Berwick. 
When  the  party  reached  Berwick  bridge,  twenty-one  guns  were  fired, 
and  aQ  the  military  honours  due  to  a  prince  were  paid  to  his  royal 
highness,  who  entered  the  town  amidst  the  acclamations  of  many 
thousands  of  people  of  all  ranks;   all  the  windows  in  the  streets 
through  which  he  had  to  pass  were  filled  with  spectators,  who  mani- 
fested their  loyalty  on  this  occasion.      When  his  royal  highness 
alighted  from  his  carriage,  the  mayor,  bailifis,  and  burgesses,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  most  loyal  and  dutiful  address,  they  also  begged 
him  to  accept  of  the  freedom  of  the  corporation,  to  which  he  made 
a  most  gracious  reply.    After  dining  with  the  mayor  and  corporation, 
his  royal  highness  attended  a  very  elegant  assembly  which  was  pven 
by  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Northumberland  ;*  when  the  ball  was 
over,  ihree-hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  had  the  honour  to  sup  with 
his  royal  highness,  at  an  entertainment,  also  given  by  the  duke  of 
Northumberland.    Every  window  in  the  town  was  illuminated.    The 
next  morning  his  royal  highness  returned  to  Alnwick,  and,  aooompa- 
nied  by  sir  John  Hussey  Delaval,  and  colonel  Deacon,  groom  of  his 
bed-chamber,  passed  through  Morpeth  to  Seaton  Delaval.    On  the 
30th,  his  royal  highness  arrived  in  Newcastle,  where  public  honours 
were  paid  him.    Twenty-one  guns  were  fired  on  his  entrance  at  New- 
gate,-f-  where  the  soldiers  were  drawn  up,  and  also  on  the  Sandhill. 
The  bells  were  rung,  and  at  the  Mansion-house,  the  right  worshipful 
the  mayor,  the  aldennen,  &c.,  with  the  regalia,  received  their  royal 
guest,  where  he  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  corporation  in 
a  gold  box.    A  most  sumptuous  dinner  was  provided,  and  the  com- 
pany invited  was  numerous  and  brilliant.    In  the  evening  there  was  a 
grand  assembly,^  the  splendour  of  which  exceeded  eveiy  thing  before 
seen  in  that  town.    On  Saturday,  the  31st,  at  noon,  his  royal  high- 

*  Hu  royal  highneas  chose  for  hia  partner,  the  then  celebrated  beaoty,  Min  Johncon; 
of  Hflton. 

t  One  of  the  caonoDB  burst  in  firingi  by  which  William  Reed,  a  sailor,  confined  for 
being  conoemed  in  a  riot,  lost  his  life,  and  a  man  next  him  was  much  hurt. 

t  The  baU  was  opened  by  his  royal  highness  and  Mrs.  Mayoress  ( Aubone  Snrtees,  esq., 
being  then  mayor) ;  he  also  danced  with  Miss  Snrteeff,  Miss  ADgood,  Miss  Carr,  <fec,  Ac. 
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no88  returned  to  Seaton  Delaval,  from  whence,  on  the  Monday,  he 
passed  through  Newcastle,  when  he  presented  the  prisoners  in  New- 
gate with  ten  guineas. — Local  Papers, 

1771  (August). — A  conspiracy  was  entered  into  by  two  deserters 
in  the  gaol,  at  Newcastle,  to  knock  down  the  turnkey,  and  make  their 
escape ;  but  on  their  acquainting  Tomlinson  who  was  then  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  he  refused  to  assist ;  at  the  same  time  expressing  his 
abhorrence  of  their  intention,  and  immediately  made  the  gaoler  ac- 
quainted therewith.  This  was  the  second  occasion  on  which  this  poor 
man  had  aided  the  gaoler,  and  been  the  means  in  all  probability  of 
preventing  murder  after  his  condemnation.—  Gillespy's  Col. 

September  8, — The  remains  of  sir  Robert  Bewick,  knight,  were 
interred  in  St.  Nicholas^  church,  Newcastle.  The  pall  was  supported 
by  sir  Thomas  Glavering,  bart.,  Thomas  Charles  Bigge,  Matthew 
Ridley,  William  Fenwiek,  Thomas  Kiddle,  John  Simpson,  Edward 
Gollingwood  and  Henry  Askew,  esquires. — Ibid. 

September  13. — General  Paoli  and  the  Polish  ambassador  arrived 
at  Alnwick  castle,  from  Scotland,  where  they  were  most  elegantly  en* 
tertained  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland.  The  ambassador  passed 
through  Newcastle  on  the  15th,  and  the  (General  arrived  in  that  town 
on  the  16th,  and  was  attended  by  William  Charlton,  esq.,  one  of  his 
grace''s  auditors,  to  Tynemouth,  and  the  coal  works  in  that  neighboor- 
hood ;  after  which  the  general  set  out  for  the  south. — Ibid. 

September  16. — At  night,  a  boy  about  12  years  of  age,  the  son  of 
William  Seymour,  chairman,  of  Newcastle,  was  found  lying  in  the 
Spital  field,  speechless,  with  a  fracture  in  his  skull,  and  was  taken  to 
the  Infirmary.  He  had  been  plucking  hairs  from  the  tail  of  a  horse 
grazing  there,  and  was  struck  by  the  beast,  as  he  related  when  he 
recovered. — Ibid. 

September  19, — A  new  colliery  for  land  sale  was  won  at  Prestwick, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Thompson,  on  which  occasion,  the  country 
people  assembled  at  Ponteland,  and  great  rejoicings  were  made. — 
Ibid. 

September. — Died  at  Newcastle,  William  Hope,  gardener,  aged  76, 
who  for  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life,  lived  in  a  hot-house  in  his 
garden,  and  never  lay  in  a  bed  the  whole  time,  nor  ever  associated 
with  any  body.  The  reason  of  his  retired  life  was  said  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  a  disappointment  in  love. — Ibid. 

October  21. — ^Died,  after  a  lingering  illness,  in  the  76th  year  of 
his  age,  the  rev.  Edward  Aitkin,  who  had  been  minister  to  the 
congregation  6i  Protestant  Dissenters,  in  the  Castle  Garth,  Newcas- 
tle, thirty-nine  years.  He  founded  the  first  charity-school  amongst 
dissenters  in  that  town,  which,  under  his  care  and  protection,  was 
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a  relief  to  many  poor  families,  and  of  great  public  benefit. — Local 

1771  (Oct.  25). — At  Warkworth,  the  house  of  Mr.  Tyzaok  was 
broke  into,  by  some  villains  who  got  in  at  the  kitchen  window,  with- 
out alarming  the  house.  A  servant  girl  lay  in  a  closet  bed,  which  they 
secured  by  fastening  the  door.  The  noise  awoke  Mr.  Tyzack,  who 
looking  out  at  the  window,  saw  one  of  the  villains  lying  in  at  that 
below ;  on  which  he  called  on  his  boy,  to  bring  him  his  loaded  pistols, 
bat  unfortunately  they  had  been  secured  by  the  thieves,  who  snapped 
them  at  Mr.  Tyzack,  but  luckily  missed  fire.  Nothing  was  left  now 
bat  to  exert  his  courage,  which  he  did  with  such  effect,  that  he 
struck  a  panic  on  the  robbers,  who  immediately  fled,  with  a  trifling 
booty. — Grillespys  Col. 

October. — Three  children  belonging  to  a  gentleman  near  Washing- 
ton staiths,  diverting  themselves  in  a  stable,  got  into  the  oat  chest, 
and  by  accident,  the  lid  falling  down,  they  were  confined  for  some 
hours,  tiQ  the  servant  went  to  take  out  a  feed  of  com,  when  they 
were  discovered,  two  of  them  nearly  dead,  and  the  other  almost  speech- 
less with  crying,  but  proper  assistance  being  administered  they  recov- 
ered.— Ibid. 

October. — A  large  seal  was  shot  not  far  from  the  King^s  Meadows, 
Newcastle.  These  curious  animals  are  seldom  seen  in  the  Tyne,  but 
in  the  warm  summer  months  they  often  leave  the  sea  to  sleep  upon 
the  rocks  along  the  coast. — Mackenzie. 

October. — This  month,  John  Robinson,  otherwise  William  Brown, 
who  had  been  committed  to  Durham  gaol,  for  horse  stealing,  and 
supposed  from  his  archness  and  competency  of  villainy,  to  be  one  of 
the  descendants  of  sir  William  Brown,  (once  so  well  known  in  this 
country)  was,  though  the  vigilance  of  the  keeper,  discovered  in  the 
act  of  preparing  for  his  escape,  which  he  had  nearly  effected  by  cutting 
through  the  grates  of  the  windows  and  his  fetters. — GUlespy^s  Col. 

November  17. — About  two  o'*clock  in  the  morning  of  this  day 
(Sunday),  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  were  alarmed  with  the  most 
dreadful  inundation  that  ever  befel  that  part  of  the  country ;  the 
water  of  the  Tyne  rising  six  feet  higher  than  the  remarkable  fresh 
in  December,  1763.  The  first  dawn  of  day  discovered  a  scene  of 
horror  and  devajstation,  too  dreadful  for  words  to  express,  or  human- 
ity to  behold,  without  shuddering.  All  the  cellars,  warehouses,  shops, 
and  lower  apartments  of  the  dwelling  houses,  from  the  west  end  of 
the  Close  to  near  Ousebum,  were  totally  under  water.  The  flood  was 
so  rapid  and  sudden,  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difiiculty  the  in- 
habitants, who  slept  in  the  lower  parts  of  their  houses,  escaped  with 
their  lives.    The  middle  arch  of  Tyne  bridge,  and  two  other  arches 
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near  to  Gateshead,  were  carried  away,  and  seven  hooses,  with  shops 
standing  thereon,  together  with  some  of  the  inhabitant^  overwhelnied 
in  immediate  destruction. 


Bdfhs  of  TrnE  Bridoe,  fkoh  the  West. 

Mr.  Fiddas,  who  lived  on  the  north  end  of  the  bridge,  with  his  wife 
and  maid-servant,  having  mode  their  escape  to  Gateshead,  the  ga\, 
recollecting  a  bundle  which  she  had  left  behind,  begged  of  her  mas- 
ter she  might  go  back  for  it,  and  that  he  would  be  so  kind  as  to  ac- 
company her ;  which  request,  after  some  he»tation,  he  complied  with, 
and  his  wife  stood  watching  for  their  return ;  but  in  a  moment  afler 
their  separation,  the  arch  under  them  gave  way,  when  they  vanished 
from  her  view,  and  she  never  saw  them  more.  Mr.  Fiddas  and  his 
maid,  Ann  Tinkler,*  Mr.  Christopher  Byorlcyf  and  his  son,  together 
with  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  James,  were  the  persons  who  perished  by 
the  falling  of  these  arches ;  and  the  houses  and  shops  which  fell  into  the 
river  that  morning  were  occupied  by  Mr,  Patten,  mercer ;  Mr.  W, 
Hills,  shoemaker  t  Mr.  Byerley,  hardwareman;  Mrs.  Haswell,  nul- 
liner ;  Ann  Tinkler,  dealer  in  stufTs  and  checks ;  Mr.  Edward  Wilson, 
and  John  Sharp,  shoemakers ;  Mr.  Walton,  flax-merchant ;  and  Mr. 
John  James,  cheesemonger.  Four  other  houses  with  shops  likewise 
fell  from  the  bridge  the  next  day  into  the  river,  two  of  which  belonged 
to  Mr.  Akonhead,  and  the  others  to  Mr.  Fawcett ;  and,  in  a  little 
time  after,  the  whole  range  of  buildings,  from  near  the  blue  stone  <hi 
the  bridgo  (tho  boundary  between  Newcastle  and  Durham),  unto 
Gateshead,  met  with  the  same  fate.    Mr.  Patten''8  house  wm  carried^ 

*   Ann  Tinkler's  body  vu  not  fonnd  until  Jnly,  1772. 

t  Mity5th,  1773,  Mr.  Byerley'i  body  voa  takm  apoatoTtti?  run*  oT  Tym  Bridgs, 
and  next  day  iaUneA  in  GaleBheBd  clinrch. 

I  Di>c.  14,  1771,iliod.  Mm.  Mnbnne,  wire  of  Mr.  Mabim^,  and  itlso  Ihe  maid  •errant 
of  Mr.  Pntten,  bnlh  Irndesin™  on  Tyne  Uridgp.  Thoir  denths  wire  occsnon<4  by  the 
fright  Uioy  receii-ed  doring  tlio  flood,  from  vbich  tbpy  never  rc^cotered. 
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wholly  as  far  as  Jarrow  Slake,  about  eight  miles  down  the  river,  where 
it  was  stopped,  but  upon  ezamiiung  the  ioside,  nothing  was  left  in  it 
but  a  dog  and  a  cat,  both  alive.  Mr.  Peter  Weatberlej.f  a  sboe- 
maker,  who,  with  his  family,  lived  upon  Tyne  bridge  at  the  time 
the  arches  fell  down,  experienced  a  remarkable  preservation.  Be- 
tween three  and  four  that  morning,  he  was  suddenly  awakened  by 
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the  prodigious  noise  of  the  flood,  and  on  opening  a  window,  ob- 
served Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fiddas,  with  their  two  children,  and  their 
maid,  passing  along  the  bridge ;  on  shutting  the  window  again,  he 
was  about  repairing  to  rest,  when,  all  on  a  sudden,  the  arch  imme- 
diately adjoining  his  house  on  the  north  side  rushed  down.  This  in- 
stantly drew  his  attention  to  the  family's  safety ;  and,  raising  them 
ap,  he  opened  the  door,  when  he  beheld  the  destructive  torrent  rolling 
almost  immediately  beneath  him.  He  then,  with  difficulty,  quitted 
the  house,  and  at  the  utmost  hazard  of  his  life  (the  pavement  breaking 
and  tumbling  beneath  his  feet  into  the  water),  assisted  hia  wife,  two 
young  children,  and  a  servant  girl  to  follow  him.  As  all  access  to  the 
north  was  out  olT  by  the  falling  of  the  above  arch,  they  hastened 
toward  the  south  end,  but  had  not  gone  far  until  they  perceived 
themselves  involved  in  still  greater  difficulty  and  danger,  two  other 
arches  having  likewise  fallen  at  that  part.  In  this  distressful  situa- 
tion they  remwned  from  four  till  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  perishing 
with  cold,  and  affording  a  most  melancholy  spectacle  to  the  inhabitants 
on  each  side  of  the  water.  Their  station  was  upon  a  surface  about 
nx  feet  square,  all  other  parts  of  the  arch  which  supported  them 

1  Ht.  W««tliBrlf;  fed  At  hia  hoiue.k  the  White   Hart  jKci,  Old  Fltth   Markal, 
J«niuu7  13th,  IBSe. 

VOL.  II.  2d  - 
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appeared  terribly  rent,  and  threatened  each  moment  to  bury  them  in 
the  flood.  None  durst  to  attempt  their  relief  by  boats,  and  no  other 
human  means  seemed  available.  However,  a  bricklayer,  in  Gateshead, 
named  George  Woodward,  concerted  a  measure  for  their  deliverance, 
and  boldly  ventured  alone  to  execute  it.  A  range  of  shops  then  stand- 
ing on  the  east  side  of  the  bridge,  supported  only  by  beams  of  timber, 
laid  from  pier  to  pier,  and  extending  from  Gateshead  to  the  place 
where  the  distressed  people  stood,  affording  him  the  means  of  pre- 
serving their  lives.  He  broke  a  large  hole  through  the  side  of  every 
shop  all  the  way  to  the  arch  where  they  were,  and  through  these 
openings  brought  the  whole  family  safe  into  Gateshead.  The  chil- 
dren, when  rescued,  were  nearly  exhausted  with  cold.  The  water  was 
supposed  to  be  at  its  height  about  seven  o'*clock  in  the  morning,  and 
to  have  risen  upwards  of  twelve  feet  above  high  water-mark,  in  spring 
tides.  The  Sandhill  was  a  capacious  flood ;  and  boats  plied  thereon 
some  hours.  In  some  parts  it  was  six  feet  deep.  All  the  timber, 
merchants'*  goods,  &c.,  lying  upon  the  quay,  and  on  the  several  shores 
in  the  neighbourhood,  were  entirely  swept  away  in  the  current,  as 
were  most  of  the  ships  lying  at  the  quay,  and  a  number  of  keels, 
boats,  and  other  small  craft,  both  above  and  below  bridge,  carried 
down  the  rapid  current,  and  scattered  and  stranded  on  each  side  of 
the  river  to  Shields,  or  otherwise  borne  onward  to  the  sea,  and  there 
sunk  or  wrecked  along  the  coast.  Three  sloops  and  a  brig  were 
driven  upon  the  quay,  and  left  there,  when  the  flood  abated ;  they 
furrowed  up  the  pavement  and  broke  down  a  great  part  of  the  quay. 
But  Newcastle  did  not  alone  suffer  by  the  terrible  violence  of  this 
flood,  scarce  a  village  or  cottage  house  from  Tynehead  in  Alston- 
moor,  to  Shields,  escaped  its  destructive  fury.  The  bridges  at  Alston, 
Bidley-hall,  Haydon,  Ghollerford,  and  Hexham,  were  all  carried  away 
by  the  torrent,  many  people  were  drowned ;  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
horses,  black  cattle,  sheep  and  other  animals,  perished.  The  wooden- 
bridge  at  Allendale  was  swept  away  entire,  and  was  discovered  the 
next  day  lying  across  a  lane  near  Newbrough,  as  exactly  as  if  fixed 
there  by  human  means. 

At  Haydon  bridge  it  overflowed  the  whole  town,  which  obliged  the 
men,  with  women  and  children  on  their  backs,  to  wade  up  to  their 
necks  to  the  church  where  they  found  sanctuary  ;  when  their  necessi- 
ties were  kindly  attended  to  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Harrison. 

Several  houses  and  estates  suffered  considerably  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hexham,  though  happily  no  lives  were  lost  there.  A  man  at 
the  West  Boat,  saved  himself  and  family  by  breaking  through  the 
thatch  of  his  house,  on  the  top  of  which  they  were  obliged  to  continue 
many  hours  in  a  half  naked  condition.    The  estates  of  Mr.  Dunn, 


A.  D.  1771.]  TABLE    BOOK.  203 

wHh  hia  com  stacks,  Buffered  greatly ;  and  m  a  part  of  the  Spital, 
belfMiging  to  Mr.  Waatell,  a  large  square^tone  was  discovered,  seem- 
ingly the  base  of  a  pedestal  or  cross.  The  farms  of  Mr.  Sobert  Bell 
and  Mr,  Harbottle,  with  their  cattle,  were  greatly  injured,  as  were 
«ome  other  grounds  belonging  to  sir  Walter  BUckett ;  the  water- 
course to  the  mills  was  entirely  diverted.  The  beautiful  bridge  at 
Hexham,  coneUting  of  seven  arches,  and  which  had  only  been  fimshed 


the  year  before,  with  great  rejoicings,  was  more  than  half  demolished 
dnring  the  night.  An  inscription  on  s  stone  near  Warden,  informs  the 
passenger,  that  the  water  rose  13  feet  above  it«  level  at  that  place. 

The  only  bridge  upon  the  river  Tyne  which  waa  left  standing,  was 
that  at  Gorbridge,  which  was  built  in  1 674,  on  the  Roman  foundation. 
The  water  at  this  place  was  so  tremendous,  that  some  persons  late  in 
the  night  stood  upon  the  bridge  and  washed  their  hands  in  the  rolling 
river.  The  preservation  of  this  bridge  was  attributed  to  its  Roman 
foundation,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  water  having  passed  it  at  its  souUi 
end,  where  the  ground  is  low. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bywell  were  amongst  the  most  unhappy  sufferers 
in  this  melancholy  catastrophe.  The  whole  village  was  under  water ; 
and  in  the  dining  room,  and  other  rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  Mr. 
FenwicVs  house,  it  was  eight  feet  deep.  The  farmers  there  lost  all 
their  com  and  hay  stacks,  cows,  &c.  All  the  garden  walls  belonging 
to  Mr.  Fenvrick,  were  broken  down,  and  the  gardens  entirely  des- 
troyed. A  delay  of  five  minutes  would  have  effected  destruction  to 
his  whole  stud,  together  with  four  servants.  Most  of  the  valuable 
horses  were  got  into  the  inside  of  the  Black  church,  and  saved 
themsdves  by  holding  by  the  tops  of  the  pews,  which  were  allowed  to 
continue  in  their  gawned  state  for  several  years  after  the  flood ;  a 
mare  belonging  to  Mr.  Elliott,  father-in-law  to  Mr.  Thomas  Bewick, 
who  was  on  a  visit  to  Bywell  at  the  time,  was  saved  in  the  same  church 
by  getting  upon  ^e  altar-table.    About  ten  houses  were  swept  away, 


204  LOCAL   HISTORIAN^S  [a.  D.  1771. 

and  six  persons  perished.  Several  lives  were  saved  roiraotdoudy  by 
twigs,  ropes,  trees,  &c.,  and  many  people  were  taken  out  of  their 
houses  through  the  roofs.  The  shrieks  of  woman  and  of  children 
frantic  with  all  the  agonies  of  despair,  will  better  be  conceived  than 
described.  The  White  church  yard  wall  was  entirely  destroyed,  and  a 
groat  part  of  the  church-yard  washed  away.  The  Black  church  walls 
were  likewise  very  much  ruined,  and  the  parish  accounts  destroyed. 
Dead  bodies  and  coffins  were  torn  out  of  the  church-yard,  and  the 
living  and  the  dead  promiscuously  clashed  in  the  torrent. 

The  tragical  fate  of  the  persons  in  the  boa1>-house,  at  Ovingham, 
was  truly  heart-rending.  When  the  water  entered  the  house,  there 
were  ten  persons  in  it,  John  Johnson  the  boatman,  his  wife  and  two 
children,  his  mother,  and  his  brother,  his  man  and  maid-servants,  with 
a  young  man  from  Prudhoe,  and  a  labouring  man  named  Geoige 
Simpson ;  on  perceiving  the  danger  they  were  in,  they  all  went  up 
stairs,  and  as  the  water  advanced  they  ascended  nearer  the  roof  of 
the  house,  till  at  last  they  were  obliged  to  break  through  the  wall 
into  the  stable  which  was  built  at  the  end  of  the  dwelling-house,  think- 
ing it  a  place  of  greater  safety,  both  by  its  strength  and  situation, 
and  made  themselves  a  temporary  place  to  sit  on,  by  putting  a  deal 
and  a  laddiBr  betwixt  the  binding  baulks,  and  there  remained  till  one 
o^dock  in  the  morning.  At  which  time,  perceiving  the  dweUing-house 
gone,  and  the  stable  beginning  to  give  way,  they  got  upon  the  top  of 
the  stable,  when  three  of  them  climbed  up  to  the  chimney  top,  vie. 
George  Simpson,  the  young  man  from  Prudhoe,  and  the  boatman^s 
brother;  the  boatman,  his  wife,  his  mother,  his  two  children,  and 
the  man  and  maid  servants  remained  as  before ;  when,  in  an  instant, 
the  building  fell,  and  they  were  all  swept  away  by  the  torrent,  and 
carried  down  with  the  thatch,  &c.,  for  near  three  hundred  yards  into 
a  wood,  where  the  boatman,  his  brother,  and  maid  servant,  got  upon 
trees,  and  continued  in  that  situation  ten  hours  before  they  could  be 
relieved,  and  the  maid  died  soon  after  she  got  to  land.  The  unhappy 
husband,  when  he  seized  the  tree  with  one  hand,  caught  his  wife  with 
the  other,  and,  after  holding  her  a  few  minutes,  she  was  wrested  from 
him  in  fifteen  and  a  half  feet  depth  of  water,  and  in  the  midst  of  a 
rapid  current.  The  wretched  husband  and  his  brother  were  the  only 
survivors  of  the  ten  persons  to  relate  the  sad  catastrophe. 

The  whole  workings  of  Wylam  colliery,  containing  300  acres,  were 
completely  inundated.  There  were  1,728,000  hogsheads  of  water  in 
the  several  seams  of  coal. 

At  Team,  near  Swalwell,  people  were  taken  out  of  the  tops  of 
their  houses ;  a  boat  was  driven  against  a  house  almost  under  water, 
v^'hich  the  people  immediately  laid  hold  of,  and  thereby  saved  the 
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whole  fomily,  and  some  others  who  would  have  certainly  periahed ; 
and  in  another^  an  old  man  and  his  wife  were  found  hanging  by  the 
Bpars  of  the  roof,  the  water  being  so  high. 

By  the  violence  of  the  flood,  several  ships  were  driven  from  their 
moorings  at  Shields,  upon  the  Herd  Sand,  some  of  which  were  lost. 
A  boy  belonging  to  one  of  these  ships  continued  alone  upon  the  main- 
top-mast-head from  Sunday  morning  to  Monday  morning,  none 
daring  to  venture  sooner  to  his  assistance,  when  he  was  taken  off 
alive.  A  woman  with  a  child  in  her  arms  was  found  drowned  on 
Jarrow  Slake ;  and  a  vessel  at  sea,  off  Shields,  took  up  a  wooden 
cradle  with  a  child  in  it,  which  was  alive  and  well. 

The  flood  in  the  river  Wear,  was  nearly  a^  violent  as  that  in  the 
river  Tyne ;  Frosterley,  Wolsingham,  and  Witton  bridges,  were  all 
destroyed.  The  water  at  Durham  was  eight  feet  ten  inches  higher 
than  ever  known  before ;  two  houses  at  the  end  of  Frainwellgate 
bridge,  were  entirely  swept  away ;  one  of  the  abbey  mills,  and  the 
bridge  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter  were  demolished,  as  were 
four  arches  of  Elvet  bridge,  and  all  the  lower  buildings  of  the 
city,  garden  walls,  &c.,  were  either  destroyed  or  left  in  a  ruinous 
condition.  Mrs.  Morgan^s  house,  and  Mr.  WiIkinson''s  coach- 
house, both  in  Elvet,  were  driven  down  by  the  water,  but  the 
houses  behind  prevented  them  being  carried  off.  Many  other  houses 
were  greatly  damaged ;  several  horses,  cows,  &c.,  were  drowned  in 
the  stables,  byers,  &c.  Happily  no  lives  were  lost  there,  though  a 
young  woman  fell  into  the  water,  by  the  bank  giving  way,  and  was 
carried  700  yards  down  the  river,  yet  was  saved  by  the  assistance  of 
her  fellow  servant.  The  whole  of  the  low  grounds  near  Finchale 
abbey  were  wholly  under  water,  and  two  of  the  servants  of  Mr.  Garr 
of  Gocken,  perished  in  crossing  the  river  at  Gockenford.* 

The  water  at  Ghester^le-street  extended  near  200  yards  from  north 
to  south,  in  the  street,  and  did  considerable  damage  to  the  dwelling- 
houses  and  shops  there.  The  mill,  with  most  of  the  mill-houses  and 
fiimitiure,  belonging  to  John  Etherington,  near  Gocken,  were  carried 
away ;  as  were  also  all  the  com  stacks  belonging  to  Mr.  Mowbray, 
at  Newbrough,  the  fishing-lodge,  and  most  of  the  fiuniture  at  Lumley 
boat-house.  The  colliers  at  North  Biddick,  GhaterVhaugh,  and  Low 
Lambton,  on  the  Wear,  were  all  filled  with  water,  and  upwards  of 
thirty  horses  in  the  several  workings  drowned.  Several  waggons, 
with  houses,  and  a  great  quantity  of  coals  were  swept  off;  and  the 
fire  engines  belonging  to  the  two  former  collieries  entirely  destroyed. 


*  The  body  of  one  of  tbeae,  named  Jeremiah  Jackson,  was  found  in  the  Wear  at 
Cbater't-hangh,  Janaarf  16th,  1773. 
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All  the  low  grounds  from  Chester  to  Gocken  were  covered  with  the 
dead  carcases  of  horses,  cows,  oxen,  and  sheep,  and  also  with  com 
and  hay  stacks,  household  furniture,  and  wood  of  all  kinds. 

At  Sunderland,  there  was  a  great  destruction  among  the  ships  and 
keels.  The  cries  of  the  poor  boys  (few  of  the  men  being  on  board), 
with  the  cracking  of  the  ships,  was  indeed  terrible.  All  the  aeaisi- 
ance  possible  was  sent  by  the  inhabitants ;  but  the  darkness  and  wet- 
ness of  the  night  prevented  many  from  receiving  proper  help.  A 
great  number  of  keels  were  driven  away,  and  many  men  and  boys 
were  lost.  A  part  of  the  pier  gave  way  to  the  force  of  the  water, 
and  another  part  was  damaged  by  the  ships  that  drove  against  it. 
Eight  or  nine  dead  bodies  were  cast  ashore  on  the  Sunday  morning 
in  the  harbour.  Hay  stacks  and  great  quantities  of  household  furni- 
ture, with  a  staith,  were  driven  down  the  Wear  into  the  sea.  Thirty- 
four  ships  were  wrecked  at  the  moulii  of  that  river. 

At  Stockton,  the  flood  in  the  river  Tees  was  greater  than  had  ever 
before  been  remembered,  though  not  much  damage  was  done,  only 
one  warehouse  and  two  or  three  cellaxs  were  under  water. 

At  Yarm,  there  were  fifteen  feet  of  water  in  the  streets.  Many 
people  were  taken  from  the  tops  of  houses  by  means  of  boats,  one  in 
particular,  a  woman,  named  Ann  Richardson,  with  a  child  in  her 
arms,  had  sat  fifteen  hours  on  the  top  of  a  house,  almost  starved  to 
death  before  she  was  rescued.  The  shambles  were  entirely  swept 
away.  Several  trades-people  were  greatly  injured,  sa  they  only 
removed  their  goods  about  a  foot  out  of  the  water-mark  of  the 
great  flood  there  in  February,  1753,  which  was  not  so  high  as 
this  by  five  feet  eight  inches.  Great  damage  was  done  at  Croft 
and  at  Darlington. 

At  Barnard-castle,  the  Tees  was  so  high  that  the  ardbi  on  the 
Yorkshire  side  of  the  bridge  not  being  large  enough  to  allow  so  great 
a  body  of  water  to  pass,  the  battlement  was  forced  down,  and  the 
water  took  its  course  along  the  street,  drove  away  the  causeway, 
washed  away  the  soil  down  to  the  rock  and  demolished  eight  dwelling- 
houses,  most  of  them  of  considerable  value.  Some  of  the  houses 
were  entirely  swept  away,  not  one  stone  being  left ;  others  had  a 
small  part  of  their  ruins  standing,  and  the  bridge  end  was  about  four 
yards  higher  than  the  rock,  so  that  persons  going  into  Yorkshire  were 
compelled  to  descend  by  a  ladder.  The  water  penetrated  the  cdlais 
occupied  by  a  dyer,  who  had  a  few  pieces  of  tammies  in  the  kettle  at 
the  time,  receiving  their  last  process,  when  the  dyer  was  obliged  to 
make  a  precipitate  retreat.  After  the  torrent  had  subsided,  the  man, 
in  great  anxiety  for  his  goods,  visited  the  kettle,  when,  removing  the 
sand  and  mud  at  the  top,  they  were  found  to  have  attained  a  colour 
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beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectaUons.  The  articles  were  sent  to 
the  London  market,  and  gave  such  aatisfaotion,  that  orders  were  for- 
warded for  a  further  supply  of  the  same  shade,  but  the  dyer,  not 
being  again  assisted  by  the  genius  of  the  river,  fuled  in  every  attempt 
to  produce  it.     The  Force,  a  waterfall  on  the  river  Tees,  69  feet  high. 


was,  during  this  flood,  moat  awfully  sublime. — Garreft  Account  of  the 
Great  Floods.    Local  Papers,  S^c. 

1771  (Nov.  29).-There  was  another  fall  of  the  bridge  at  Newcastle, 
at  the  south  end,  and  with  it  went  a  house  and  shop  belonging  to  a 
person  named  Layboum,  a  glover ;  the  next  day  another  fall  took 
place,  which  brought  down  dx  dwelling-houses  and  shops.  The  whole 
range  of  shops  and  houses  on  both  sides  from  the  south  end  of  the 
bridge  to  the  blue  stone,  the  boundary  of  the  county  of  Durham,  was 
now  entirely  demolished. — Ibid. 

December  15, — Died,  at  Lanohester,  in  the  connty  of  Durham, 
Alice  Browell,  aged  109  years. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  in  a  large  catm,  on  Turpin's-hill,  new  WWtchester,  a 
stone-chest  was  fomid  inclosing  a  small  quantity  of  ashes  and  burnt 
bones.  In  1795,  another  of  these  chests  was  found  in  the  same  cairn, 
it  contained  two  urns  and  copper  coins  of  Domitian,  Antoninus  Pius, 
and  Faustina,  which  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Spearman,  of 
Eachwick-faall.  In  making  a  road  through  an  old  camp,  near  this 
place,  several  hand  mill-atones,  a  sacrificing  knife,  and  a  flint  axe, 
similar  to  the  Fattoo  of  the  South  Sea  islands,  were  discovered. 
These  were  also  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Spearman. — Mackenzie. 

Golden  square  chapel,  (Scotch)  Berwiok-on-Tweed,  was  opened. 
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Tlie  register  of  birtha,  ba-ptiBins,  and  marriages,  from  1771  to  1837. 
— H^.  of  Pari.  Com. 

1772. — A  temporary  postroffice  (aa  it  was  originally  intended  to 
have  been),  waa  set  up  at  Gateshead^  till  Tyne  bridge  oould  be  re- 
built, but  it  waa  afterwardfl  thought  expedient  to  suffer  this  offioe  to 
be  continued. — Brand. 

Jan.  1 7. — As  the  workmen  were  clearing  away  the  rubbish  of  Tyne 
bridge,  the  stones  were  so  firmly  cemented  together,  that  they  wwe 
obliged  to  be  separated  by  mall  and  hammer,  and  od  separating  two 
stones,  they  discovered  a  parchment,  with  old  characters  on  it  very 
fresh ;  but  on  being  exposed  to  the  air,  the  characters  disappeared,  and 
the  parchment  mouldered  away.  This  bridge  had  been  built  upon 
the  old  Roman  foundation,  as  appeared  by  several  coins  and  medak  of 
Trajan  and  other  emperors,  being  discovered  in  the  ruins  of  the  old 
piers.  The  annexed  is  a  representation  of  a  coin  of  the  emperor  Had- 
rian, found  in  the  i^ins. — Brand,  4-c, 


The  ancient  spoon,  hero  engraved,  was  also  found  in  one  of  the 
piers  of  the  bridge  about  the  same  time.  The  notch  in  the  handle  is 
supposed  to  have  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  it  on  the 
side  of  a  dish  or  other  utensil.  It  wa«  of  silver  and  about  six  inches 
long. — A  rchwologia . 


March  10.— Died,  at  North  Shields,  Elizabeth  Potts,  aged  104 
years. — Local  Papen. 

May  10. — In  the  morning,  the  wind-mill  near  the  turnpike  gate 
OD  the  road  leading  from  Sunderland  to  Durham,  was  discovered  to 
be  on  fire,  and  before  assistance  oould  be  had,  was  entirely  oonstun- 
ed ;  as  there  had  been  no  fire  kept  in  the  mill  for  some  days  before, 
it  was  supposed  to  have  been  wilfully  set  on  fire. — Gillegpt/'t  OoL 

May. — Died,  near  Backworth,  in  the  parish  of  Earadon,  Maiy 
Metcalfe,  aged  108  years. — Local  Papen. 


A.  D.    1V72.]  TABLB   BOOK.  809 

1772  (June  10). — ;Mr.  John  Stephenaon,  carpentw,  father  of  the 
late  Mr.  David  Stepbenaon,  arohited>,  contracted  to  build  a  tem- 
porary bridge  over  the  Tyne,  at  Newcastle,  in  four  months,  under  a 
great  penalty.  July  16th,  the  workmen  began  to  drive  the  piles,  and  on 
October  27th,  it  was  opened,  on  which  occasion  the  workmMi  made  a 
proceaeion  through  the  town,  preceded  by  music  and  ooIoutb  flying, 
after  which  they  had  an  entertainment. — Brand. 


Tehforart  Bripob. 

June  21. — At  noon,  there  was  a  most  terrible  shower  of  nuo 
and  hail,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  in  Newoaetle  and 
its  neighbourhood.  Chimney-mill,  on  the  south  edge  of  the  Town- 
moor,  was  struck  by  the  lightning,  and  one  of  its  wanda  shattered  to 
pieces.  The  house  oaJled  Knowheod,  in  Knaresdale,  Northumberland, 
was  set  on  fire  by  lightning,  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  A  fine  young 
quey  was  struck  dead  in  a  field  near  Morpeth, — Local  Papers. 

July  6. — As  some  labourers  were  digging  and  repairing  Mr. 
Gregson's  ropery  at  Monkwearmouth,  they  dug  up  a  silver  tankard 
of  £6.  value. — Gilleapy's  Col. 

August  8. — George  Stoker  and  John  Coxon,  two  boys  belonging 
to  Lambton-colliery,  were  whipped  through  Chester-le-Street,  for 
breaking  into  the  garden  of  William  Lambton,  esq.,  the  27th  of  July, 
what  is  remarkable  the  mother  of  Coxon  (for  the  reward  of  five 
pounds)  made  information  of  her  son  and  the  other  boy  (Stoker) 
having  robbed  the  garden ;  and  the  father  of  Stoker  was  the  person 
who  whiped  the  delinquents  through  Chester. — Ibid. 

August  12. — The  following  uncommon  accident  happened  at  the 
fair  on  the  Cow-hill,  Newcastle.  A  horse  of  ^14.  or  ^16.  value, 
standing  and  eating  the  grass  immediately  behind  the  heels  of  another 
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horse,  received  bo  violent  a  kick  on  one  side  of  the  head,   that  he 
instantly  dropped  down  dead. — Gillespy's  CoL 

1772  (August  15). — The  assizes  for  the  town  and  county  of  New- 
castle, were  opened  by  the  hon.  sir  Henry  Grould,  knight,  and  the  hon. 
Edward  Willis,  esq.,  on  account  of  the  demolishing  of  the  bridge  by 
the  great  flood  in  November,  the  usual  procession  on  horseback  and 
in  carriages  to  accompany  the  high-sheriff,  was  suspended ;  and  the 
judges  were  met  by  the  town  sheriff,  (Christopher  Wilkinson,  esq.), 
with  several  other  gentlemen  at  the  ferry-boat  landing,  below  Grates- 
head,  from  whence  they  were  brought  in  the  corporation  barge  to  the 
Lead-stairs,  on  the  Quayside,  where  they  were  received  by  the  high- 
sheriff  for  the  county  (Francis  Blake,  esq.),  together  with  the  right 
worshipful  sir  Walter  Blackett,  mayor;  the  other  magistrates  and 
officers  of  the  corporation,  and  a  great  number  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  the  town  and  county, — Ibid. 

August  17. — The  foundation  stone  of  the  new  bridge  over  the  river 
Wear,  at  Durham,  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  was  laid. 
The  free  and  accepted  masons  went  in  procession  from  their  lodge  to 
the  place  appointed  for  the  stone  to  be  laid,  where  they  were  met  by 
the  honourable  and  rev.  Spencer  Cowper,  D.  D.,  dean  of  Durham, 
with  some  of  the  prebends,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  when  the 
stone  was  laid  in  due  form,  and  a  plate  with  an  inscription,  deposited 
under  it,  after  which,  the  brethren  proceeded  to  the  meeting,  where 
they  heard  an  excellent  sermon  preached  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Hart,  from 
Micah  vi.,  8.  The  bridge  was  built  from  the  designs  of  Mr.  George 
Nicholson,  architect  to  the  dean  and  chapter.  April  the  11th, 
1778. — This  bridge  was  opened  to  the  public.  It  is  a  commodious 
structure,  the  old  bridge  swept  away  by  the  flood  in  November,  1771, 
was  only  for  horse  and  foot  passengers. — Hist,  of  Dur, 

September. — About  the  4th  of  this  month,  as  a  farmer'^s  son  at 
Stapleton  near  Darlington,  was  walking  in  a  field,  a  hare  ran  against 
his  leg  with  such  violence,  as  to  cut  his  stocking,  and  ruffle  the  skin 
off  his  shin ;  the  hare  at  the  same  time  tumbled  backwards  with  the 
stroke,  and  died  immediately. — Gillespy's  CoL 

September  9. — Died,  at  the  Mushroom  glasshouse,  near  Newcastle, 
of  the  small-pox,  Mr.  Hunt,  an  eminent  preacher  amongst  the 
Quakers ;  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Quakers^  meeting-house  in 
that  town :  He  had  arrived  there  from  America  (where  he  left  his 
wife  and  family)  but  a  very  few  days  before  his  death. — Ibid. 

September  10. — ^The  centres  were  taken  out  of  the  arches  of  the 
new  bridge  built  over  the  river  Wear,  at  Wolsingham. — LoccU  Papers. 

September  12. — The  foundation  stone  of  a  new  bridge  over  th« 
North  Tyne,  at  OhoUerford,  was  laid. — Ibid. 
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1772  (Sep.  12). — In  the  evening  an  outhouse  and  bam  were  burnt 
down  at  Moesdon,  near  Morpeth,  which  were  set  on  fire  by  lightning. 
A  fine  ox  was  also  killed  near  Netherwitton ;  there  were  no  marks  on 
it,  save  an  appearance  of  hair  slightly  singed.  Several  persons  who 
were  travelling  during  the  storm,  said,  they  never  saw  such  quick 
successions  of  lightning,  the  atmosphere  appearing  in  almost  a  con- 
tinual flame  for  two  hours. — Gilletpy's  CoL 

September  25. — The  river  Coquet  was  higher  than  ever  known, 
and  the  damage  done  thereby  no  less  considerable  than  the  flood 
itself.  It  swelled  with  such  rapidity,  that  all  means  of  conveying 
anything  off  the  adjacent  haughs  was  rendered  impracticable,  so 
that  in  a  little  time  all  the  com  thereon  that  was  cut  was  entirely 
swept  away.  Among  the  sufferers  by  this  inundation  Mr.  William 
Donkin,  of  Great  Tosson,  was  by  far  the  greatest ;  he  had  a  field  of 
oats  consisting  of  several  hundred  sheaves,  totally  taken  off,  besides 
a  large  quantity  of  barley  and  pease.  But  never  was  there  an  instance 
of  greater  humanity,  displayed,  than  by  the  people  of  Rothbury  on 
this  occasion,  for  no  sooner  was  the  alarm  given  of  the  above  event 
then  they  repaired  to  the  bridge,  and  other  convenient  places,  where 
tiiey  plied  (even  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives)  in  catching  the  sheaves 
as  they  floated  past;  one  gentleman  in  particular  distinguished 
himself  by  the  exertion  of  his  influence  in  assisting  at  this  affecting 
scene ;  nor  was  their  unprecedented  kindness  unnoticed  by  Mr. 
Donkin,  for  he  with  a  heart  full  of  gratitude,  generously  bestowed 
upon  them,  plenty  of  good  spirits :  yet,  notwithstanding  all  their 
efforts,  his  loss  was  very  considerable.  Happily  the  bridge  was  not 
injured  ;  and  no  lives  were  lost.  A  hare,  which  had  leaped  upon  an 
oat  sheaf,  was  taken  down  the  water  sitting  thereon. — Ibid, 

September  26. — In  the  north  and  west  parts  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland  they  had  very  severe  rains,  which  swelled  the  rivers 
very  high,  particularly  the  Aln,  Breamish,  and  Till ;  considerable 
damage  was  done  by  the  latter  below  Woolen  where  great  quantities 
of  com  were  swept  away.  The  new  bridge  across  the  Breamish  between 
Whittingham  and  Wooler,  on  the  high  north  road,  was  taken  away. 
Mr.  GharIton''s  Bolting-mill,  near  Alnwick,  with  the  dam,  &c.  were 
also  carried  away  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flood.  In  the  west  several 
fields  of  com  were  entirely  lost ;  and  the  centre  frame  of  the  new 
bridge,  just  beginning  to  be  built  at  Haydon  Bridge,  together  with  all 
the  boxes,  materials  and  tools  of  the  workmen,  were  swept  away  in 
the  current :  as  was  the  centre  frame  of  one  of  the  old  arches  of  the 
bridge  at  Newcastle,  which  the  workmen  had  just  begun  to  take 
down.  The  Ferry-boat  at  Haydon  Bridge,  was  also  taken  away,  to 
the  great  loss  of  travellers  passing  that  way. — Ibid. 
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1772  {Oct.  15).— A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  Michael  Scroggs' 
warehouse,  at  Ruseel's  factory  (near  Newcastle)  which  burst  with 
such  violence,  that  in  a  short  time,  the  whole  was  consumed,  together 
with  a  large  quantity  of  goods  (which  were  ready  for  market),  and  all 
the  utensils  for  preparing  the  same.  What  made  this  man's  oaee  mwe 
truly  pitiable,  was  his  having  sustained  considerable  lose  in  the  pre- 
ceding November,  by  the  great  inundation. — Gilletpjf's  Col. 

October  31. — From  the  great  fall  of  rain  the  Kelso  ooach  which 
should  have  reached  Newcastle  on  the  Saturday  night,  did  not  get  in 
till  Monday  morning  at  one  o'clock.  One  of  the  horses  was  drowned 
in  crossing  the  Ford  at  Mindrum  and  the  passengers  were  with  diffi- 
culty taken  out  of  the  coach  windows  with  ropes. — I6id. 

November  19. — As  some  people,  were  crossing  the  River  Tyne,  to 
Haltwhistle  market,  on  horseback,  there  suddenly  sprung  up  among 
the  horses'  feet  a  large  fluid  body  like  the  appearanoe  of  blood,  which 
ran  down  the  stream,  and  was  observed  at  some  distance.  This 
extraordinary  phenomenon  occasioned  various  conjectures  in  that 
neighbouriiood . — Ibid. 

November  22. — Mr.  Harrison,  excise  officer  at  Nowbiggin,  on  his 
return  home  to  ilorpeth,  being  an  old  man,  happened  to  lose  his  w»y 
in  the  dark,  and  the  horse  getting  into  a  quagmire,  broke  the  girth, 
and  left  him,  where  he  was  found  the  next  day  dead. — Ibid. 

November  27. — In  the  morning,  some  fishing  boats,  belonging  to 
Cullercoats,  went  off  to  sea,  it  then  being  moderate  weather,  when  a 
sudden  gale  arose,  and  the  sea  coming  on  very  high,  the  boats  were 
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obliged  to  leave  their  lines,  and  pulling  in  for  the  land  one  boat  was 
lost)  wherein  were  Thomas  Pearson,  Andrew  Gray  and  son,  and 
William  Donkin,  who  were  unfortmiately  drowned,  when  very  near 
the  shore.  With  much  difficulty  another  boat  and  four  men  landed 
about  three  o'^clock  in  the  afternoon  in  a  pitiable  condition. — 
GiUeipy's  Col. 

1772. — A  charity  school  was  this  year  founded  in  South  Shields, 
by  the  application  of  <£^100,  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Christopher  Maughan, 
jflOO.  by  Mrs.  Ann  Aubon,  of  South  Shields,  and  other  benefactors. 
Forty  scholars  were  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  but  the 
funds  having  been  increased  by  various  liberal  donations,  a  good 
school  house  has  been  built,  and  the  original  number  of  scholars 
augmented. — Local  Bee. 

This  year,  sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  bart.,  decorated  the  chancel  windows 
of  Stannington  church,  (which  are  of  the  true  Gothic  tsuste,)  with 
some  curious  painted  glass  finely  coloured,  of  various  scriptural 
designs,  and  arms  of  religious  houses,  supposed  to  be  above  five 
hundred  years  old. — Hki.  ofNorthd. 

Elvet  moor,  near  the  city  of  Durham,  was  this  year,  divided  (400 
aores).  The  dean  and  chapter  reserving  sixpence  an  acre  rent,  and 
the  mines. — Surtees, 

About  this  period,  a  man  was  eight  days  shut  up  in  a  coal-pit,  in 
Newton- West-Bank,  opposite  Ravensheugh,  near  Morpeth.  He  had 
nothing  but  a  little  water,  which  he  collected  in  his  shoe,  to  subsist 
on.  Though  faint  when  dug  out,  he  soon  recovered,  and  lived  many 
years  after. — Hodgson's  Northd. 

1773  (January). — At  this  period,  Mr.  Graham,  an  ingenious 
mechanic  at  Bedlington,  had  found  out  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
perpetual  motion,  and  had  the  machine  then  going  in  bis  house. — 
GUleapj/^s  Col. 

January  2. — Died  at  Morpeth,  aged  100  years,  Mrs.  Gnu^e  Mil- 
bourne,  who  kept  the  Nag's  Head  inn  there,  near  60  years. — Ibid. 

January  15. — ^Died  at  his  house  in  Westgate  street,  Newcastle,  in 
the  79th  year  of  his  age,  Adam  Askew,  esq.,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
physicians  in  the  kingdom. ,  On  the  19th  (Tuesday),  his  remains 
were  deposited  in  the  family  vault  in  St.  John's  church,  with  great 
solemnity ;  the  pall  being  supported  by  sir.  Walter  Blackett,  bart., 
Matthew  Ridley,  Christopher  Fawcett,  Ralph  William  Grey,  Mat- 
thew Waters,  Edward  Gollingwood,  Gawen  Aynsley,  and  Charles 
Thomas  Bigge,  esqrs.  By  his  practice  for  fifty  years  in  Newcastle, 
he  had  acquired  an  immense  fortune,  which  descended  to  his  son. — 
Local  Papers. 

January. — A  circumstance  occurred  at  Earsdon,  Northumberland, 
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strongly  illustrative  of  the  impropriety  of  sudden  inhumation.  A 
Mr.  Davison,  appearing  dead,  lay  as  a  corpse  two  days,  when  the 
the  funeral  was  put  off  until  the  third  day,  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  a  relation ;  in  this  interval  Mr.  Davison  revived,  and  in 
a  few  days  was  quite  well. — Mackenzi^s  Narthd. 

1773  (Jan.  17). — Died  at  Lantemside,  near  Bothbury,  William 
Potts,  in  the  107th  year  of  his  age. — Local  Papers. 

January — During  a  high  wind,  the  church  at  Bedlington,  which  had 
been  newly  covered,  was  entirely  unroofed,  as  were  several  houses,  and 
many  chimnies  blown  down. — Hist,  of  Narthd. 

February  7. — Died  at  Sunderland,  Mrs.  Wilson,  aged  104  yean, 
said  to  be  the  oldest  person  in  that  place. — Local  Papers. 

February   11. Some    workmen  being 

employed  to  enlarge  the  gaol  at  Durham, 
in  altering  the  top  of  the  building  for 
that  purpose,  the  portcullis  of  the  gate- 
way, (which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
up  for  above  a  century,)  unexpectedly 
rushed  down,  and  stopped  the  commu- 
nication between  Bailey-gate  and  Sadler- 
street,  till  the  workmen  with  saws  and  axes, 
cut  it  in  pieces. — (Local  Bee.)  The  south 
front  of  the  building  is  here  represented. 

This  month.  Shields  harbour  was  blocked  up  by  a  ridge  of  sand,  so 
that  large  ships  could  not  get  out  to  sea. — Ibid. 

February  24. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  large  new  house  built  by  Mr. 
William  Watson,  coal-fitter,  adjoining  the  custom-house,  in  Sunder- 
land, which  burnt  with  such  rapidity,  that  the  building  with  all  the 
household  furniture  was  soon  reduced  to  ajshes. — Local  Papers. 

February. — About  the  end  of  this  month,  one  Charles  Hurst  was 
detected  in  Newcastle,  attempting  to  utter  a  number  of  counterfeit 
shillings,  and  carried  before  the  mayor.  The  account  he  gave  of  him 
self  and  his  connections,  afforded  some  grounds  to  suspect  that  he  and 
his  brother,  Eobert  Lightfoot  Hurst  (who  came  from  Birmingham, 
and  had  lived  at  a  detached  house  at  Spring  Gardens,  near  South 
Shields,  for  about  half  a  year,  previously)  were  the  coiners.  He  was 
detained  for  further  examination,  and  a  messenger  dispatched  to  a 
justice  of  peace  for  the  county  of  Durham,  who  immediately  issued 
his  warrant,  and  sent  constables  to  apprehend  the  brother,  and  search 
his  house.  He  had  escaped :  but  several  coining  tools,  a  quantity  of 
base  money,  a  piece  of  solid  gold,  and  some  gold  filings  were  found 
in  the  house,  and  secnred.  Charles  Hurst  was  afterwards  re- 
examined, and  made  a  voluntary  discovery :  from  which  it  appeared 
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that  John  Bacon,  of  Sunderland,  mariner,  was  concerned  with  him 
and  his  brother,  in  counterfeiting  shillings  at  the  Spring  Grardens, 
and  that  the  brother  filed  guineas  there,  which  Bacon  procured  for 
him.  An  officer  was  sent  to  apprehend  Bacon,  but  he  also  had  fled. 
His  wife,  and  the  wife  of  Robert  Lightfoot  Hurst,  were  both  taken. 
Base  coin  to  the  amount  of  near  £50.  was  found  concealed  at  Spring 
Gardens,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  two  delinquents,  who  made 
their  escape,  took  with  them  near  £50,  more;  and  the  prisoner, 
Charles  Hurst,  brought  with  him  to  Newcastle  upwards  of  £50.  part 
of  which  he  had  concealed  in  a  field  near  Gateshead  church.  This 
money  was  made  of  copper,  and  the  silver  on  each  piece  was  not  worth 
more  than  three  half-pence. — Gillespy's  CoL 

1773  (March  2). — The  maid  servant  of  Mr.  Smith,  farmer,  near 
Wallsend,  getting  up  early  to  wash,  and  requiring  light,  incautiously 
took  a  bag  of  gunpowder,  and  scattered  some  of  it  upon  the  fire,  which 
coDununicating  with  the  rest,  made  a  terrible  explosion,  insomuch  that 
it  threw  a  door  ofl^  its  hinges  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  forced  open 
the  door  of  the  lodging  room  above,  and  blew  off  part  of  the  roof. 
Mr.  Smithbeing  awakened  by  the  noise,  got  up,  and  found  the  poor 
giri  lying  upon  the  floor  in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  miserably 
scorched.  The  clothes  which  she  had  laid  out  to  wash  were  burnt. — 
Uid. 

March  6. — ^About  two  o"'clock  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Barber,  bookseller,  at  Summer-hill,  near 
Newcastle,  which  consumed  the  same,  and  as  there  had  not  been  any 
fires  in  the  house  for  some  time,  it  was  strongly  suspected  to  have 
been  set  on  fire  by  some  person  or  persons  who  had  previously  sent 
Mr.  Barber  two  threatning  letters,  demanding  him  to  place  money 
upon  his  garden  wall.  A  reward  of  cf  110.  and  his  majesty's  pardon 
were  offered,  but  without  effect. — Local  Papers. 

March  11. — A  gentleman,  near  Widdrington,  having  killed  a  hare, 
about  half  an  hour  after  she  was  drawn,  a  young  one  was  perceived 
to  move  in  the  bed,  which,  on  being  put  in  some  wool  and  laid  be- 
fore the  fire,  recovered  and  took  some  milk. — Gillespy's  Col. 

March  13. — As  John  Braddock,  the  Allendale  postman,  was  going 
his  usual  journey  to  Hexham,  being  mounted  upon  a  horse  of  the 
galloway  kind,  he  objected  to  the  additional  toll  at  the  turnpike-gate, 
saying,  "It  was  a  shame  to  demand  the  three  half-pence  for  his  horse, 
which  was  no  bigger  than  a  dog,  and  rather  than  submit  to  such  an 
imposition,  he  would  take  his  horse  upon  his  shoulders  and  walk 
through  with  him.''  This  he  did,  affording  the  gate-keeper  two 
penny-worth  of  laughter  for  his  three  half-pence. — Ibid. 

March  16. — In  the  evening  an  old  woman  went  to  the  gaol  of 
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Newgate,  Newcastle,  to  see  ber  niece,  who  was  in  confinement  there, 
and  while  commiserating  with  her,  found  means  to  pick  her  pocket  of 
a  few  shillings  (all  the  money  she  had),  which  was  luckily  discovered 
before  she  left  her.  The  old  woman  was  sent  to  the  tower  on  the 
bridge,  to  take  her  trial  at  the  next  sessions. — Gittespy^s  Col. 

1773  (March  17). — Ten  convicts  were  removed  from  Newgate, 
Newcastle,  and  put  on  board  the  Adventure,  Wilson,  for  Virginia. 
Shortly  after  their  removal  from  the  gaol,  a  hole  was  discovered  in  the 
wall  of  their  room,  large  enough,  as  far  as  they  had  proceeded,  to 
facilitate  their  escape.  The  wall  was  about  five  feet  thick,  Mid  they 
had  cut  through  to  within  an  inch  of  day.  Another  night^s  work 
would  have  accomplished  their  purpose. — Ibid. 

This  month,  Mr.  Kitchen  Haswell,  a  farmer  at  Brandon  house, 
near  Oomforth,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  had  a  ewe  lambed  four 
lambs. — Ibid. 

March  18. — Died  at  Tynemouth,  Daniel  Bennett,  aged  107  years. 
He  had  been  an  outrpensioner  of  Ghelsea,  from  the  year  1706. — 
Local  Papers. 

April. — Early  in  this  month,  as  Mr.  Grozier,  farmer,  at  Felton, 
was  riding  with  great  speed,  along  the  Morpeth  road,  and  not  per- 
ceiving the  turnpike  gate,  (near  Morpeth)  the  horse  run  violently 
against  the  same,  and  was  instantly  killed.  Mr.  Grozier  was  thrown 
over  the  gate,  but  luckily  received  very  little  hurt. — Gillespy's  CoL 

May  4. — At  Wooler  fair,  a  tinker  sitting  upon  the  grass,  in  the 
the  sheep  market,  was  deprived  of  two  of  his  upper  teeth  in  the  follow- 
ing manner :  Being  intoxicated  with  liquor,  his  head  every  now  and 
then  went  see-saw,  up  and  down,  which  a  large  tup  observing,  and 
taking  his  nodding  for  a  challenge,  ran  at  full  speed  against  the  tinker'^s 
head,  the  horns  striking  upon  his  teeth,  which  luckily  did  no  further 
damage  than  breaking  out  two,  and  shattering  the  remainder. — Hid. 

May  16. — His  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  and  Dr.  Percy, 
his  chaplain,  being  in  a  post  chaise  and  four,  on  their  way  to  Sion 
house,  the  horses  took  fright  at  a  peacock  flying  over  their  heads, 
overturned  the  chaise,  and  ran  so  furiously  as  to  break  a  young  tree, 
which  disengaged  the  traces,  and  thereby  preserved  his  grace^s  life. 
The  duke  received  only  a  slight  contusion  on  his  shoulder ;  his  chap- 
lain was  not  hurt  as  he  fell  on  his  grace.  The  two  postillions  were 
run  over,  but  received  little  injury. — Univ.  Mag. 

June  14 — ^A  man  named  Kirkup,  a  brewer,  fell  into  a  coppier  of 
boiling  wort,  at  a  public  house,  in  Pilgrim  Street,  Newcastle :  as  there 
was  but  a  small  quantity  of  liquor  in  the  vessel,  he  got  ont  again 
without  assistance,  but  was  so  shockingly  scalded,  that  he  died  the 
next  morning  in  the  Infirmary  in  the  greatest  agony. — GiUe^pfS  Chi. 
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1773  (June  15). — ^A  lire  broke  out  in  the  plate  glasa-houae  at  How- 
don  Pans,  on  the  river  Tyne,  occasioned  by  some  old  billet  wood  being 
piled  up  to  dry  on  the  north  side  of  the  house,  which  by  the  heat  of 
the  furnace  took  fire,  and  communicated  the  flames  to  the  roof,  and 
and  in  a  small  space  of  time  consumed  three  fourths  of  the  building. 
By  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Hurry  and  his  carpenters,  the  east  end  of 
the  building  was  saved,  together  with  the  adjoining  building  belong- 
ing to  Mr  Edward  Anderson. — Local  Papers. 

June  19. — The  free  and  accepted  masons  walked  in  procession  from 
their  lodge  at  BamardcasUe,  to  lay  the  foundation  stone  of  a  new 
bridge  over  the  river  Tees,  between  Bokeby  Park  and  Bamardoastle. 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  master  of  the  lodge,  walked  first  in  the  procession, 
dressed  in  white  and  gold,  with  John  Sawrey  Morritt,  esq.,  and  the 
rev.  Mr.  Zouch,  in  white  leather  aprons  edged  with  blue  ribbon,  and 
the  rest  in  their  respective  ranks.  After  the  stone  was  laid,  they 
proceeded  to  a  tent  erected  for  the  purpose,  when  the  master  ddivered 
an  excellent  lecture,  which  gave  great  and  general  satisfaction,  and 
then  walked  in  procession  to  Bokeby-hall,  where  a  sumptuous  enter- 
tainment was  provided  for  them  by  Mr.  Morritt,  at  whose  expence 
the  new  bridge  was  built. — Hid, 

July  11.— Several  young  men  at  Crook,  in  the  parish  of  Brance- 
peth,  entertaining  themselves  with  that  mischievous  diversion,  long 
bowls,  Wm.  Dickinson  (a  boy  of  about  fifteen  years  of  age)  being 
particularly  eager  in  pointing  the  way,  the  pellet  (thrown  from  the 
hand  of  his  own  brother)  pitched  on  his  temple,  and  instantly 
killed  him  on  the  spot. — Gillespj/'s  Col. 

July  22. — The  workmen  began  to  drive  the  piles  for  the  erecting 
of  a  new  bridge  over  the  river  Tyne  at  Newcastle,  in  the  same  place 
where  the  old  one  stood.  Oct.  14th,  1774,  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  bishop  of  Durham'^s  part  (the  three  southernmost  arches)  was  laid 
and  on  the  8th  July,  1775,  his  first  arch  was  closed  in,  on  which 
occasion  there  were  great  rejoicings  in  Gateshead.  Mr.  Milne  was  the 
bishop^s  engineer,  for  his  portion  of  the  bridge.  April  25th  1775,  the 
first  stone  of  the  corporation  side  of  Tyne  bridge,  Newcastle,  was  laid 
by  sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart.,  amidst  a  great  concourse  of 
spectators.  July  8th,  1776,  a  copper  medal,  containing  a  device  and 
inscription,  about  four  inches  diameter,  inclosed  in  a  thick  glass  case, 
was  laid  in  the  south  east  comer  of  one  of  the  new  piers  of  the  bridge, 
to  which  spot  the  boundary  of  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  (deno- 
ted by  a  blue  flag  stone)  extends  southward.  The  device  exhibited 
the  Newcastle  Exchange,  with  the  genius  of  commerce  sitting  by  it, 
supporting  the  arms  of  the  corporation,  and  presenting  a  purse  to  a 
figure  in  the  robes  of  magistracy,  directing  his  attention  to  a  prospect 

VOL.  11.  2  F 


218  LOCAL   HISTOniAN's  [a.  D.  1773. 

of  some  rising  piera  of  a  bridge,  with  shipping  and  lighters  on  the 
river.  Over  the  device  the  motto — "  Quod /elix  famtumque  «i<."  On 
the  reverse  was  inscribed — "  This  alone,  being  the  loandary  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle  smUhward,  loas  laid,  atmo  dom.  1776,  in  the 
mayoralty  of  Charles  Atkinson,  esq.,  William  Gramlington,  eeq„ 
sherifT."  It  was  laid  by  Mr.  Mayor,  aocoDipanied  by  the  aheriffl 
September  13th,  1779,  the  sixth  and  last  arch  was  closed,  on  which 
occasion,  the  corporatioa  gave  the  workmen  a  plentiful  dinner  and 
drink  at  Mr.  BurrellX  in  the  Flesh  Mariiet,  to  which  place  they 
proceeded  with  music  and  colours  flying.  April  29th,  1781,  the  pas- 
sage over  the  temporary  bridge  waa  stopped  for  carriages,  and  next 
day,  the  workmen  began  to  take  it  down,  when  the  permanent  bridge 
was  opened  for  foot  passengers.  Mr.  Wooler  the  engineer  was 
employed  by  the  corporation  in  the  erection  of  their  portion  of  the 
bridge. — Brand,  <§■<:. 

1773  (July). — As  John  Howe,  William  Bobinaon,  and  Hugh  D&w- 
aon,  were  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new  building  at  AllendiUe  Town, 
an  adjoining  gable,  which  they  had  undermined,  suddenly  fell  upon 
them ;  Howe  was  crushed  to  death,  Dawson  had  his  leg  broken,  and 
his  ancle  dislocated  ;  and  the  bones  of  Robinson's  1^  and  feet  were 
shattered  in  a  shocking  manner,  that  he  only  survived  oi  few  days. — 
GHUapjfg  Col. 
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PART  of  the  town-moor,  lying  west  of  the 
Ponteland  turnpike-road,  from  Gallowgate 
quarry  to  the  West  Cow-gate,  containing 
about  89  acres,  having  been  let  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  cultivated  and  improved, —  the  free 
burgesses  became  alarmed  at  such  an  as- 
sumption of  power  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ing body.  Meetings  of  the  companies  were 
summoned,  monies  subscribed,  a  committee*  appointed  to  conduct 
proceedings  at  law,  and  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  serjeant  Glynn, 
recorder  of  London,  having  been  secured,  sufficient  trespass  was  com- 
mitted on  which  the  lessee  and  magistrates  might  ground  an  action. 
At  eleven  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1773,  Mr.  serjeant 
Glynn  arrived  in  Newcastle.  His  time  of  coming  was  kept  secret, 
and  the  late  hour  of  his  arrival  was  designed  to  prevent  any  confusion 
which  might  arise  from  the  strong  effusions  of  joy  and  gratitude  the 
freemen  appeared  so  anxious  to  express  on  the  occasion :  every  precau- 
tion therefore,  was  taken  by  the  committee  of  the  free  burgesses,  to 
give  him  a  handsome,  though  private  reception ;  but  their  endeavours 
proved  ineffectual ;  the  freemen  had  for  some  days  kept  a  constant 
look  out,  and  could  not  rest  satisfied,  until  the  worthy  serjeant  made 

*  The  following  gentlemen  composed  the  committee : — Nathaniel  Bayles,  surgeon ; 
Henry  Gibson,  surgeon;  Alexander  Adams,  hoastmun;  Thomas  Maud,  mariner; 
Michael  Tyzack,  surgeon ;  William  Smith,  surgeon  ;  Benjuinin  Brunton,  eordwamer ; 
Matthew  Laidler,  baker  and  brewer ;  William  Addison,  tallow  chandler ;  and  Thomas 
Maddi«on,  bricklayer.  The  members  of  the  committee  were  presented  with  the  freedom 
of  several  of  the  companies.  The  Tailors*  company  presented  each  of  them  with  a  gold 
ring  bearing  a  suitable  inscription.  The  company  of  Cordwainers  caused  n  suitable 
memorial  of  the  event,  with  the  names  of  the  committee,  in  letters  of  gold,  to  be  placed 
in  their  hall. 
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his  appearance.  As  soon  as  his  approach  was  discovered,  the  bells  in 
Gateshead  were  set  a  ringing,  guns  were  fired  from  every  part  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  and  from  the  ships  in  the  harbour ;  lights 
appeared  from  almost  every  house ;  and  the  people,  not  content  with 
these  usual  demonstrations  of  joy,  to  which  they  added  the  loudest  ac- 
clamations, took  the  horses  from  the  recorder's  carriage  at  the  top  of 
Gateshead,  and  dragged  it  from  thence  over  the  bridge,  through  the 
whole  town  of  Newcastle,  and  out  by  the  Westgate  to  the  lodgings 
provided  for  him  by  the  committee  at  the  Forth.  The  rejoicings 
continued  until  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  any  appearance  of 
tumult. — Gillespy^s  CoL 

1773  (Aug.  10). — This  morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  came  on  before 
Mr.  justice  Gould,  and  a  special  jury,  the  important  trial  between  the 
free-burgesses  and  the  magistracy  of  Newcastle,  Mr.  Joshua  Hopper, 
nominal  plaintiff,  as  lessee  under  the  magistrates ;  and  Messrs.  Bayles 
and  Gibson,  defendants,  for  the  burgesses.  The  cause  was  opened  on 
behalf  of  the  magistrates,  by  Mr.  Davenport,  who  stated  to  the  jury 
the  nature  of  the  pleadings,  and  the  several  issues  which  were  then 
depending  before  them.  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  followed,  and  with  the 
greatest  eloquence  and  strength  of  argument,  entered  minutely  into 
the  merits  of  the  trial ;  he  stated  with  precision  the  several  points 
on  which  issue  had  been  joined;  but  declared  that  he  meant  to 
rest  the  matter  solely  on  the  established,  and  hitherto  uncontro- 
verted  title  of  the  freemen  and  their  widows  to  enjoy,  subject  to  no 
other  controul,  their  clear  rights  of  common  on  the  town-moor;  this 
right  he  observed,  so  established  as  he  found  it,  was  not  to  be 
shaken,  by  any  attempt  whatever ;  that  the  evidence  in  its  support 
was  so  strong,  and  uniform,  and  so  well  confirmed  by  every  drcum- 
stance  he  should  adduce,  that  he  protested  that  in  the  course  of  his 
experience,  he  had  never  met  with  a  claim  of  this  nature  that  stood 
upon  so  firm  a  basis ;  relying,  therefore,  on  the  goodness  of  his  cause, 
he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  verdict  must  follow  for  his 
clients : — He  pointed  out  to  the  jury  the  very  great  importance 
of  their  office ;  and  painted,  in  the  most  striking  colours,  the  situa- 
tion of  numbers  of  the  poor  burgesses  and  their  widows  who  received 
great  benefits  from  the  pasturage  of  the  common,  and  who  were 
enabled  by  that  assistance  to  rear  up  their  children,  and  to  administer 
comfort  to  d,ge  and  infirmity ;  that  many  of  his  clients  had  their  sole 
reliance  on  these  comparatively  small  advantages  of  their  inheritance; 
and,  with  great  justice  he  added,  it  was  peculiarly  cruel  in  the  govern- 
ing part  of  the  corporation,  who  ought  to  be  the  guardians  and  pro- 
tectors of  their  rights,  and  who  enjoyed  so  magnificent  a  property  as 
j^  16,000.  or  ^17,000.  a  year  to  endeavour  wantonly  to  cut  off  finom 
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their  fellow  citizens  this  only  small  resource,  which  was  reserved  to 
them  from  such  immense  possessions ;  for  although  it  might  be  alleged 
possibly  might  be  the  case,  that  there  was  no  such  intentions  on  the 
and  part  of  the  magistrates,  in  the  present  instance,  yet,  he  observed, 
and  caUed  the  attention  of  the  jury  to  this  point,  that  a  verdict  against 
his  clients  on  this  issue  would  infallibly  operate  to  the  exclusion  of 
their  rights,  and  lay  hundreds  of  the  freemen  at  the  mercy  of  six  and 
thirty  of  their  own  body  for  ever.  He  said  that  under  whatever 
pretence  of  a  view  to  the  interest  of  the  freemen  this  prosecution 
might  be  pleaded  to  have  been  carried  on,  a  determination  in  favour 
of  the  plaintiff,  could  not  but  be  fatal  to  their  interests,  as  it  deprived 
than,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  of  that  right  which  is  the  best  and 
only  security  against  the  arbitrary  encroachments  of  bad  men  possess- 
ed  of  power  in  these  or  any  other  future  times.  Mr.  Ghumble  and 
Mr.  Bolton  the  other  counsel  for  the  defendants,  were  then  proceed- 
ing to  examine  witnesses ;  the  first  of  whom  was  Mr.  alderman  Scafe, 
and  after  him  sir  Walter  Blackett,  when  a  compromise  was  proposed 
by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  the  terms  of  which  were  so  very 
favourable  and  so  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  committee  of  the 
burgesses,  that  their  counsel  very  readily  accepted  it.  By  this  com- 
promise, the  exclusive  right  to  the  town-moor  and  leazes,  was  con^ 
firmed  to  the  burgesses  and  their  widows,  by  an  act  of  parliament, 
obtained  June  14th,  1774,  at  the  expence  of  the  corporaticm,  who 
also  paid  <£^300.  costs.  This  agreement  gave  universal  satisfaction 
to  the  burgesses,  who  testified  their  joy,  by  ringing  of  bells,  firing  of 
guns,  and  illuminations  at  night.  Large  parties  paraded  the 
town  the  whole  day  with  music,  decked  with  blue  ribbons;  and 
their  expressions  of  gratitude  to  the  worthy  serjeant  who  was  escorted 
to  his  lodgings  by  many  hundreds  of  them,  with  continued  acclama- 
tions, cannot  be  described.  The  following  gentlemen  composed  the 
special  jury  on  the  above  cause.  William  Bainbridge,  esq.,  Newgate 
street.  Michael  Pearson,  esq.,  Pilgrim  street.  Robert  Ilderton, 
esq.,  Westoe ;  Mr.  Joseph  Robinson,  Close ;  Mr.  John  Davenport, 
Side ;  Mr.  Paul  Jackson,  Pilgrim  street ;  Mr.  Michael  Gallender, 
Middle  street;  Mr.  Paul  Henzell,  Low  Glass-houses;  Mr.  John 
En^ish,  Earsdon;  Mr.  Thomas  Newton,  Quayside;  Mr.  John 
Fenwick,  Quayside ;  Mr.  Richard  Burden,  Shieldfield.'' — Gillespy^s  Col, 

At  the  same  assizes,  John  Smith  and  James  Quinton,  for  a  high- 
way robbery,  and  John  Stewart,  for  a  burglary  in  the  Groat  Market, 
received  sentence  of  death. — Ibid. 

1773  (August). — About  the  middle  of  this  month,  occurred  a 
remarkable  instance  of  the  force  of  natural  affection  : — ^the  daughter 
of  a  farmer,  who  had  died  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Witton  castle,  Dur- 
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ham,  aged  13  years,  was  so  sensibly  affected  at  seeing  him  a  corpse, 
that  she  fell  down  in  a  fit,  and  continued  motionless  several  hours. 
The  next  morning  she  was  better ;  but  on  the  day  of  interment,  hear- 
ing the  joiner  nail  down  the  coffin,  she  relapsed  ;  and  was  again  for 
some  hours,  in  a  manner,  dead.  Her  friends,  the  better  to  divert  her 
malancholy,  took  her  some  time  afterwards,  to  the  winning  of  a  ripe 
crop,  on  which  occasion  it  is  the  custom  to  have  some  harmless 
merriment,  as  music  and  dancing  in  the  field ;  and  she  very  innocently 
partook  with  the  rest.  An  old  woman  present,  inadvertantly  exclaim- 
ed to  a  bye-stander,  "the  girl  has  soon  forgot  her  father.''  The 
words  re^^ched  her  ear,  and  with  a  sigh  she  instantly  dropped  before 
the  company,  who  were  obliged  to  bear  her  to  the  nearest  house, 
where  she  remained  a  considerable  time  before  mgm  of  life  reappeared. 
— GiUespy^s  CoL 

1773  (Aug.  21). — ^The  first  stone  of  a  new  bridge,  at  Alnwick,  was 
laid  in  the  presence  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  and 
several  other  persons  of  distinction.  Under  the  foundation  stone  his 
grace  deposited  several  medals. — Hist,  of  Alnwick, 

August  23. — Matthew  Vasey,  for  a  highway  robbery,  was  executed 
at  Durham  :  he  behaved  in  a  manner  becoming  his  unhappy  situation. 
— 6illespy*8  CoL 

The  same  day,  the  centres  were  struck  from  the  two  new  arches  of 
Haydon-bridge,  rebuilt  by  Messrs.  Leyboum,  Nicholson,  and  Maddi- 
son.  One  arch  was  78  feet  the  chord  line,  and  the  other  69  feet,  and 
were  thought  to  be  two  of  the  finest  and  largest  arches  that  had  been 
built  on  any  part  of  the  river  Tyne. — Ibid, 

August  30. — A  milk-market  was  established  at  Newcastle,  and  on 
this  day,  Mr.  John  Hogg,  farmer,  near  Goxlodge,  brought  the  first 
horse  load  of  milk  to  the  new  market  at  the  White  Gross,  in  Newgate 
street,  which  was  immediately  sold. — Netoc.  Cour. 

August. — An  elegant  new  organ  which  cost  <f  309,  raised  by  sub- 
scription was  placed  in  Berwick  church. — Local  Papers. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1773,  in  throwing  over  the  bank  at 
Bamborough  castle,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  sand,  the  remains  of  a 
chapel  were  discovered,  in  length  100  feet.  The  chancel,  which  is 
now  quite  cleared,  is  36  feet  long  and  20  feet  broad ;  the  east  end, 
according  to  the  Saxon  fashion,  is  semicircular.  The  altar,  which 
has  been  likewise  found,  did  not  stand  close  to  the  east  end,  but  in 
the  centre  of  the  semicircle,  with  a  walk  about  it,  three  feet  broad. 
The  front,  richly  carved,  is  also  remaining,  and  is  now  preserved 
amongst  the  curiosities  in  the  keep. — Mtuskmzie's  Northd. 

September  18. — Died  of  a  lingering  illness,  at  Newcastle,  the  ingen- 
ious Mr.  John  Cunningham,  aged  44,  well  known  in  the  literar>' 
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world  for  his  very  eminent  talents  as  a  pastoral  poet.  Sept.  29th,  his 
remains  were  interred  in  St,  John'^s  church-yard,  Newcastle,  the 
funeral  was  attended  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  that  town,  whose 
regard  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  prompted  this  last  volun- 
tary mark  of  their  esteem.  His  friend  and  patron,  Mr.  Slack, 
publisher  of  the  Newcastle  Ghronicle,  erected  a  table  monument  over 
his  remains.  Mr.  Cunningham  was  at  one  period  of  his  life  a  member 
of  the  Newcastle,  Shields,  and  Sunderland  company  of  comedians ; 
and  a  dramatic  piece  written  by  him  when  only  1 7  years  of  age,  called 
"  Love  in  a  Mist^  or  the  Lass  of  Spirit,'*''  was  performed  in  Newcastle. 
Miss  Homsby,  late  of  Albion  Street,  Newcastle,  had  an  original  por- 
trait of  Cunningham,  done  from  the  life,  by  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Bewick.  The  poet  was  averse  to  his  portrait  being  taken,  therefore 
Mr.  Bewick  sketched  it  from  seeing  him  in  the  streets. — Local  Bee. 

1773  (Sept.  25). — Died,  at  his  seat  at  Gainslaw,  near  Berwick, 
William  Compton,  esq.,  recorder  of  Berwick.  Mr.  Gompton  was 
buried  in  the  family  vault  in  his  own  garden. — Local  Papers. 

October  25. — A  bull  was  baited  in  the  Market-place,  at  Alnwick, 
which  was  treated  with  such  brutal  wantonness,  that  at  length  he  lay 
down  and  expired  in  the  ring. — lUd. 

November  2. — Workmen  began  to  pull  down  the  ancient  Scale  or 
Kale  cross,  at  the  foot  of  the  Side,  Newcastle. — Bramd. 

November  8. — A  new  lodge  of  free  and  accepted  masons  was  con- 
stituted at  Gateshead  (by  a  special  warrant  for  that  purpose  from 
the  right  hon.  Lord  Petre,  grand-master  of  the  order  in  England), 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Union  Lodged  There  was  a  numerous 
attendance  of  masons  from  the  neighbouring  lodges,  and  a  grand 
procession  took  place  on  the  occasion. — Local  Papers. 

November  24. — William  Yielder^  esq.,  sheriff  of  the  town  and 
county  of  Newcastle,  held  his  first  county  court,  to  proceed  in  two 
civil  actions,  as  he  was  commanded  by  writs  of  justices.  It  was  said 
that  this  court  had  not  been  held  for  the  like  purpose  since  queen 
Elizabeth's  reign.— iJiei. 

While  ploughing  some  ground  this  year,  at  Rochester,  (the  Bre- 
menium  of  the  Romans),  a  large  altar  was  found  in  the  remains  of  a 
bath.  It  was  removed  to  Elsdon  church,  and  is  now  at  Gampville. 
It  is  inscribed  to  the  Genius  and  Symbols  of  the  First  Cohort  of  the 
Vardulians,  called  the  Trusty,  and  consisting  of  one  thousand  soldiers, 
by  Titus  Licinius  Valerianus  the  tribune. — Hodgson.     Gillespy^s  Col. 

December  6. — About  noon,  the  foul  air  in  an  old  waste  of  a  colliery 
at  North  Biddick,  on  the  Wear,  took  fire,  and  breaking  down  the 
barrier  or  partition  between  the  waste  and  the  working  pit,  made  most 
awful  explosions.     The  pit  was  80  fathoms  deep,  and  every  thing  in 
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the  way  of  the  blast  was  thrown  out  of  the  shaft  to  the  height  of  200 
yards  ia  the  air.  Moat  of  the  pitmea  having  just  in  time  discorered 
the  danger,  were  drawn  ap  and  escaped  unhurt,  but  eleven  boys  and 
one  man,  who  were  left  behind,  lost  their  lives,  and  also  four  horaea 
were  torn  to  pieces,  and  thrown  to  an  astonishing  height  in  the  air. 
Most  dreadful  explosions  continued  all  the  day  at  intervals  of  about 
five  minutes. — Local  Papen. 


1773  (Dec.  20).— The  constant  rain  that  fell  at  Ahiwiok  tlus  day, 
swelled  the  river  so  high,  as  to  lie  above  the  height  of  the  pien  for 
tiie  new  bridge,  part  of  which  were  carried  oflf,  being  only  covered 
with  gravel  for  the  winter  season. — GiUeapy's  Col. 

December  20. — The  corporation  of  Newcastle  granted  premionu 
for  the  largest  quantity  of  fish  and  potatoes  brought  into  that  town 
in  one  year,  from  the  1st  of  March,  1774,  to  the  Ist  of  March,  1775. 
Brand. 

This  year,  a  very  extennve  diviuon  of  common  lands,  extendii^ 
to  above  16,000  acres,  took  place  within  the  parish  of  Lanchester, 
in  the  county  of  Duriiam.  The  division  included  the  wastes  called 
Lanchester  Fell,  Medomsley  Fell,  Ebchester,  Rowley,  Satley,  and 
Butsfield  Fella,  Newbiggin  Fell,  and  Knitchley  Fell.— Swrtww. 

The  corporation  of  Berwick,  this  year,  brought  an  action  in  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  against  James  Johnson,  a  non-freemui  (or 
foreigner !)  for  keeping  an  open  shop  and  selling  linen  drapery  goods 
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by  retail.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Northumberiand  assizes  the 
same  year,  and  a  verdict  was  given  for  Johnson,  subject  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court.  In  the  Michaelmas  term  following,  the  court  gave 
judgment  in  favonr  of  Johnson,  which  established  the  liberty  of  aon- 
freenlen.  This  narrow-minded  policy,  which  was  once  very  general, 
has  long  since  ceased  to  exist. — ffist.  of  Northd. 

1774<  (Jan.  9.) — Died,  in  Newcastle,  of  the  snuJl-pox,  in  the  SSrd 
year  of  his  age,  Mr.  George  Coughron,  who,  ■  -rr^^r- — 

while  a  stripling,  excelled  all  his  competitors  _-z^  r"~  "..-i 
in  the  mathematical  sciences,  and  soared 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  hoary-headed  philo- 
sopher. This  celebrated  mathematician  was 
the  third  son  of  Mr.  John  Coughron,  a 
fiumer  at  Wreighill,  near  Bothbury,  North- 
nmberUnd,  which  profession  the  father  had 
determined  was  the  moat  proper  for  hia  son. 

Young  Goughrou  was  accordingly  sent  to  the  fields,  where  he  was 
equally  distinguished  for  skill  aad  industry.  Still  his  aspiring  genius 
was  not  repressed  ;  and  every  moment  of  relaxation  was  devoted  to 
bis  favourite  studies.  His  perseverance  was,  perhaps,  unequalled ; 
but  his  pn^ress  supported  bia  spirits,  and  he  always  returned  to  the 
spade  or  the  plough  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness.  His  anonymous 
correspondence  in  the  Newcastle  Courant,  then  conducted  by  Mr. 
Saint,  greatly  excited  the  public  curiosity,  and  every  means  was  used 
to  discover  the  ingenious  stranger.  Mr.  Coughron  could  not  long  be 
concealed,  and  soon  after  he  obtained  the  silver  medal  given  by  the 
proprietor  of  the  British  Oracle.  He  also  obtained  no  less  than  ten 
prizes  for  answering  questions  in  Fluxions  alone.  The  editor  of  the 
"  British  Palladium,"  in  an  address  to  his  correspondents,  says,  "  All 
those  who  wish  to  wear  laurels  should  win  them  like  Mr.  George 
Coughron,  to  whom  nothing  appears  too  difficult  for  his  penetration 
to  accomplish.^  The  rev,  Charles  Wildbore,  who  excelled  in  the 
abstruse  sciences,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Saint,  of  Newcastle, 
and  dated  December  21,  1773,  expresses  himself  thus: — "I  have 
long  contended  with  Mr.  Coughron  for  the  superiority  in  this  sublime 
science ;  but  the  sapling  sage  soars  so  aloof  with  his  skilful  scholiums, 
&c.  that  I  am  now  under  the  necessity  of  resigning  to  him  the  bays." 
But  before  this  letter  was  received,  the  unparalelled  Coughron  wa*  a 
cold  corpte  f  He  was  interred  iu  St.  Andrew's  church-yard,  January 
10,  \Ti4!.—Mackmzie"t  Northd. 

January  14. — The  river  Tyne  for  about  four  miles  below  the  bridge 
at  Newcastle,  was  frozen  over,  and  several  hundreds  of  people  amused 
themselves  by  sliding,  ahaiting,  and  other  diversions.     Above  bridge, 
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owliig  to  the  uDeven  state  of  the  ice,  no  person  went  upcHi  it.  Seve- 
ral workmen  were  employed  to  break  and  clear  away  those  pieces 
that  lay  contiguous  to  the  piles  of  the  temporary  wooden  bridge,  lest 
the  motion  of  the  ice,  by  the  rising  and  falling  of  the  tide,  might 
injure  them.  On  the  18th,  two  young  men  performed  a  skaiting 
match  against  time,  below  bridge :  they  were  to  go  three  miles  down 
the  river,  and  up  again  in  sixteen  minutes,  which  they,  with  the  great- 
est ease,  performed  in  fifteen  minutes. — Local  Papers. 

1774?  (Jan.  16). — Died,  at  the  Mansion-house,  in  the  56th  year  of 
his  age,  the  right  worshipful  Matthew  Scafe,  esq.,  mayor  of  New- 
castle, and  on  the  following  morning,  the  regalia  were  surrendered  to 
Matthew  Bidley,  esq.,  as  senior  alderman,  who  held 
the  guild  that  day  (Monday),  and  the  sessions  on 
Wednesday,  agreeable  to  the  charter.  On  Thursday 
came  on  the  election  for  a  mayor  and  an  alderman 
of  that  corporation,  when  Edward  Mosley,  esq.,  was 
unanimously  elected  mayor,  and  sir  Matthew  White 
Bidley,  bart.,  alderman,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Scafe, 
whose  remains  were  privately  interred  in 
the  family  vault  at  Tanfield,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  19th.  Sunday,  January  23d, 
the  mayor,  magistrates,  and  sheriif,  went 
to  St.  Nicholas^  church  in  mourning,  with 
the  regalia  covered  with  crape.  The  pul- 
pit and  the  corporation  pew  were  covered 
with  black  cloth,  and  ornamented  with 
escutcheons,  and  the  rev.  Dr.  Fawcett, 
vicar,  preached  a  most  excellent  sermon 
on  the  occasion. — Ibid. 

January  23. — Died,  Mr.  Thomas  Crisp,  a  wealthy  farmer,  near 
Morpeth,  in  the  100th  year  of  his  age. — Ihid. 

February  14. — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Elizabeth  Roy,  aged 
100  years. — Ihid, 

February  22. — An  association  for  the  prosecution  of  felons  was 
begun  by  the  inhabitants  of  Gateshead. — lUd. 

This  month,  died  at  Durham,  in  the  104th  year  of  her  age,  Elea- 
nor Shipley,  who  retained  her  senses  to  the  last. — IHd. 

March  1 . — ^An  old  woman  went  into  the  house  of  a  farmer,  named 
Sadler,  near  Axwell  old  hall,  in  the  parish  of  Whickham,  to  light  a 
pipe,  soon  after  the  thatched  roof  was  on  fire,  and  the  wind  being 
very  high,  the  house  was  burnt  down  so  rapidly,  that  nothing  could 
be  saved  but  a  dresser,  and  five  guineas  which  were  run  into  bullion. 
—Ibid. 
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1774  (March  2). — An  outer  tower  of  the  caatle  wall,  near  the  gaol 
gate,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  fell  suddenly  in  the  night. — Surtees. 

April  2. — The  remans  of  the  hon.  and  rev.  Dr.  Cowper,  dean  of 
Durham,  were  deposited  in  the  north-esAt  comer  of  the  nine  altars, 
in  the  cathedral.  The  full  service  of  Croft  and  Purcell  was  perform- 
ed with  the  greatest  solemnity,  and  upwards  of  two  thousand  people 
attended  the  last  rites  to  so  good  and  worthy  a  man.  There  had  not 
been  a  dean  interred  in  that  abbey  since  dean  Sudbury,  in  the  year 
IGSi.—LocalBec. 

April  9. — A  human  skeleton  was  found  near  an  old  quany,  at  Low 
Heworth,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  supposed  to  have  lain  there  a 
great  number  of  years. — Local  Papers. 

April  10. — In  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  a  flash  of  lightning  struck 
s  house  in  Longhaugh-shield,  near  Bellingham,  and  a  man  and  his 
wife,  sitting  by  the  fire-side,  were  both  instantly  killed;  another 
person,  «tting  between  them  was  not  hurt.  The  house  was  almost 
immediately  in  flames,  when  a  child  in  bed  was  burnt  to  death,  and 
another  much  scorched.  A  blind  man  and  an  old  woman,  his  wife, 
who  dwelt  in  another  part  of  the  same  house,  knew  nothing  of  the 
accident,  until  the  populace  came  and  took  them,  with  their  furniture, 
out  by  the  roof  of  the  house,  or  they  must  have  likewise  perished. 
The  ground  around  the  house  was  furrowed  up,  and  a  Urge  rock  near 
it  was  shattered  to  pieces.  The  house,  notwithstanding  all  the  assist- 
ance inunediately  ^ven,  was  reduced  to  ashes. — GiUetpy'i  Col. 

1774  (April  27).— Died,  at 
Hampstead  near  London,  An- 
thony Askew,  esquire,  M.D., 
aged  52  years.  He  was  physi- 
cian to  St.  Bartholomew's  and 
Christ's  hospitals,  and  registrar 
and  fellow  of  the  royal  college 
of  physicians,  London.  On  the 
death  of  his  father,  Dr.  Adam 
Askew,  of  Newcastle,  he  suc- 
ceeded to  his  immense  wealth, 
of  which  he  had  little  enjoy- 
ment, having  soon  after  lost  a 
most  amiable  wife.  Twelve 
orphan  children  (the  eldest 
of  whom  was  not  20  years 
of  age),  were  left  to  lament 
the  deaths  of  their  most  worthy  parents.  These  are  the  orphans 
alluded  to  in  the  inscription  on  the  beautiful  Askew  monument  in  St. 
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Nicholas'  church,  Newcastle,  of  which  the  wood  cut  shows  an  interest- 
ing portion. — Local  Bee. 

1774  (April). — Was  married  at  Tanfield,  John  Smales  of  Biyan's 
Leap,  aged  60,  to  Mary  Linn,  of  the  same  place,  aged  73.  The  bride 
had  not  walked  twenty  yards,  at  one  time,  without  a  stick,  for  ten 
years  preceding  that  day,  when  she  found  her  limbs  in  no  want  of 
such  assistance  to  and  from  the  church. — GiUey)y8  CoL 

May  1. — Died,  William  Hewson,  a  most  ingenious  anatomist. 
He  was  born  at  Hexham,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1739.  His 
father  who  was  a  surgeon  and  apothecary  at  Hexham,  placed  him 
in  the  grammar  school  of  that  town,  under  the  rev.  Mr.  Browne. 
He  acquired  his  first  medical  knowledge  from  his  father,  which  was 
considerably  extended  by  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Lambert,  an  eminent 
surgeon  in  Newcastle.  He  afterwards  resided  for  some  time  at 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  Paris,  where  he  ardently  laboured  to  attain 
eminence.  His  anatomical  abilities  were  considered  as  very  extraor- 
dinary, and  his  name  is  frequently  coupled  with  Harvey,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood. — Biog,  Medica, 

May  16. — The  foundation  stone  of  the  assembly  rooms,  at  New- 
castle, was  laid  by  William  Lowes,  esq.,  in  the  presence  of  a  great 
company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  following  inscription,  engrav* 
ed  upon  copper,  was  affixed  thereto  : — 

"in  an  age  when  the  polite  arts 
BT  general  encouragement  and  emulation, 

HAVE   ADVANCED   TO   A    STATE'  OF   PERFECTION 

UNKNOWN    IN    ANY    FORMER   PERIOD; 

THE    FIRST    STONE   OF   THIS    EDIFICE, 

DEDICATED   TO   THE   MOST   ELEGANT   RECREATION, 

WAS    LAID    BY    WILLIAM   LOWES,    ESQ., 

ON   THE    16tH    day   OF   MAY,    1774.** 

June  24th,  1776,  these  rooms  were  opened,  when  there  was  a  very 
numerous  and  brilliant  company,  who  expressed  great  pleasure  at 
their  elegance.  The  assembly  was  opened  by  sir  William  Loraine, 
bart.,  with  Mrs.  Bell,  jun.,  and  sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart., 
with  Miss  Allgood.  There  was  an  act  of  parliament,  14th  of  Geo. 
III.,  to  enable  Dr.  Fawcett,  vicar  of  Newcastle,  to  grant  a  lease  of 
part  of  his  garden  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  at  a 
rent  of  £20,  aryear,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  this  edifice  upon. 
— Local  Papers. 

July  7. — ^A  collection  of  wild  beasts,  being  exhibited  in  a  bam  at 
Haltwhistle,  a  large  Russian  bear  broke  loose,  and  instantly  devoured 
two  of  the  other  animals  of  the  collection  :  it  then  made  an  attempt 
upon  one  of  the  keepers,  who  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. — Upon 
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this  alarm,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  assembled  together  around 
the  bam,  and  fired  several  times  at  the  beast,  but  to  little  purpose, 
as  they  could  not  procure  balls ;  but  at  last  a  young  gentleman  shot 
it  dead  with  a  small  marble. — Grillespy^s  Col, 

1774  (Aug.  10). — Being  the  anniversary  of  the  termination  of  the 
dispute  between  the  corporation  and  the  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  relat- 
ing to  the  mode  of  letting  parcels  of  the  Town -moor  for  improvement ; 
a  number  of  the  burgesses  assembled,  and  had  a  bull  baited  on  that 
part  of  the  moor  which  the  corporation  had  let,  after  which  they 
dined  at  the  Black  Boy,  in  the  Oroat-market.  A  number  of  patri- 
otic toasts  were  drunk,  and  the  day  concluded  with  ringing  of  bells, 
firing  of  guns,  &c. — Local  Papers^ 

August  20. — George  Davidson,  was  executed  at  Morpeth,  pursuant 
to  his  sentence  at  the  assizes,  for  a  rape. — Ibid. 

September  3. — As  John  Simpson,  farmer,  near  Stockton,  was  in 
his  field  viewing  his  cattle,  a  battle  ensued  between  him  and  his  bull, 
which  was  contested  by  the  farmer,  for  about  half-an-hour,  till  at  last 
his  antagonist  gained  the  victoiy,  and  flung  and  tore  him  in  such  a 
manner  that  his  life  was  despaired  of;  but  what  is  most  remarkable, 
the  old  man  laid  on  his  back,  holding  by  the  ring  which  was  fixed 
to  the  bull'^s  nose,  which  so  baffled  the  animal,  that  he  could  not  rip 
him  with  his  horns. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

October  24. — Died,  at  OUantigh,  the  seat 
of  his  son  in  law.  Alderman  Sawbridge, 
M.  P.  for  London,  sir  William  Stephenson, 
knight,  lord  mayor  of  London,  in  1764. 
Sir.  W.  was  brother  of  John  Stephenson, 
esq.,  of  Knaresdale  Hall,  who  was  sheriff  of 
Newcastle  in  1728,  alderman  of  Newcastle  in 
1747,  and  was  elected  mayor,  1750,  but  did 
not  serve,  paying  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
marks  instead.  Mr.  John  Stephenson, 
died  7th  of  April,  1761,  and  by  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Matthew  Bell,  esq.,  of  Woolsington,  left  a 
numerous  family.  Of  these,  Henry  the  eldest  son  married  his 
cousin,  Sarah,  daughter  and  co-heir,  with  her  sister  Ann,  (Mrs.  Saw- 
bridge,)  of  sir  William  Stephenson,  and  by  her  had  an  only  child, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Saville,  earl  of  Mexborough.  This  lady 
Mexborough,  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  beauties  of  her  day,  as 
the  print  by  Dickinson  testifies,  engraved  from  a  picture  taken  of  her 
as  Miss  Stephenson.  She  died  June  7,  1S21,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  Erasmus,  in  Westminster  Abbey,  where  a  handsome 
monument  has  been  erected  to  her  memory.     Matthew,  the  second 
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son  of  John  Stephenson,  was  sheriff  of  Newcastle  in  1759;  at  a 
later  period  he  settled  at  Walworth  castle,  in  the  county  of  Durham. 
Edward,  the  third  son,  realised  a  large  fortune  in  India,  and  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  H.  Bazett,  esq.  To  her  he  bequeathed  a  con- 
siderable fortune  :  and  she  after  his  death,  maiiied  secondly,  George, 
fifth  earl  of  Essex,  there  was  also  a  fourth  son  who  bore  the  christ- 
ian name  of  his  father.  Of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  John  Stephenson, 
Elizabeth,  married  Aubone  Surtees,  esq.,  of  Newcastle,  and  was 
mother  of  the  first  countess  of  Eldon,  and  Barbara,  married  Ogle 
Wallis,  esq.,  of  Cawsey  Park.  The  family  of  Stephenson,  were 
originally  of  Alston,  in  Tindale,  a  fact  which  is  commemorated  by 
the  market  cross  there,  which  bears  this  inscription.  ^^  This  market 
cross  was  erected  by  the  right  hon.  sir  William  Stephenson,  knight, 
bom  at  Grosslands,  in  this  parish,  and  elected  lord  mayor  of  London, 
in  1764."  John  Stephenson,  the  alderman  of  Newcastle,  seems  not  to 
have  been  less  mindful  of  the  home  of  his  fathers  than  his  brother  sir 
William,  for  he  left  by  his  will,  dated  29th  of  May,  1759,  £4.  per 
annum,  to  be  divided  amongst  sixteen  poor  widows  in  Alston  and 
Garrigill. — Will  of  Sir.  Wm.  St^henson.  Hodgson,  Jefferwiiz 
History  of  Leathward^   cj-c. 

1774  (Oct.  28). — The  gaoler  at  Durham,  being  absent,  the  felons 
made  an  attempt  to  escape ;  his  sister  going  down  as  usual  at  nine 
o'clock  to  lock  up,  they  seized  her ;  and  to  prevent  her  calling  out, 
poured  oil  down  her  throat,  and  in  snatching  the  keys  from  her  side, 
tore  almost  all  her  clothes  and  one  shoe  ofiP;  they  then  made  their 
way  into  the  kitchen,  where  a  gentleman  was  sitting  waiting  the 
young  woman's  return  ;  but  surprised  at  the  appearance  of  the  seven 
desperadoes  instead  of  the  lady,  he  sprung  to  the  door,  snatched  out 
the  key,  with  which  he  defended  himself  until  he  got  on  the  outside, 
and  succeeded  in  locking  the  door  upon  them.  He  then  alarmed  the 
neighbourhood,  on  which  four  of  the  prisoners  jumped  out  of  the 
window  and  made  their  escape  over  some  back  walls ;  the  remaining 
three  were  properly  secured,  and  one  of  the  four  was  afterwards 
taken. — Gillespy's  Col, 

October  30. — Died,  at  Longhirst,  near  Morpeth,  aged  110  years, 
Catherine  Brown :  she  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last^  and  what 
was  very  remarkable,  her  diet  had  been,  for  many  years,  bread  and 
small  beer  of  her  own  brewing. — Local  Papers, 

November  19. — This  day  was  held  at  Newcastle,  the  first  meeting 
of  the  association  of  schoolmasters  in  the  north  of  England.  The 
object  of  the  society  in  this  institution,  was  the  relief  of  their  distress- 
ed and  aged  brethren,  and  their  widows  and  orphans.  It  was  the 
first  institution  of  the  kind  in  England. — Ibid, 
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1 77-i  (Dec.). — Early  in  the  month,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  tem- 
peetuouB.  Many  vessels  were  wrecked  on  the  coasts  of  Northumber- 
l&nd  and  Durham.  The  sands,  for  above  a  mile  in  extent,  between 
North  Sunderland  and  Bamborough  castle,  were  covered  with  wreck 
and  dead  bodies.  One  of  the  vessels  lost  here,  was  the  Liddell,  of 
Newcastle,  a  light  collier,  and  all  hands  perished.  Another  was  the 
Peggy,  of  Leith,  from  London,  which,  with  the  goods,  wiis  valued  at 
d£'15,000,,  and  several  passengers,  all  of  whom,  with  the  orew,  perished. 
All  the  whole  coast  from  the  Tyne  to  the  Tweed  exhibited  a  most  ter- 
rible scene  of  desolation,  and  such  wreck  nf  shipping  as  never  was  seen 
on  it  before.  Among  the  bodies  dnven  on  shore  w^e  that  of  a  lady, 
with  five  diamond  rmgs  upon  the  fingers  and  gold  ear  nnga  in  her 
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ears.  The  utility  of  lord  Crewe's  charity,  in  the  appropiiation  of 
Bamborough  oastle  to  the  use  of  the  public,  was  never  more  con- 
spicooua  than  on  this  melancholy  occasion.  Decent  interment  was 
given  to  the  dead ;  and  the  humanity  and  hospitality  of  the  rev.  Dr. 
Sharp,  one  of  the  trustees,  was  highly  exemplary  in  affording  every 
possible  assistance  and  nourishmeiit  to  those  that  were  saved.  The 
castle  was  open  to  every  person  who  went  in  quest  of  his  property ; 
and  to  the  honour  of  the  gentlemen  all  along  the  coast,  they  not  only 
exerted  theo^ves  in  assisting  the  aufferers,  but  preserved  such  goods 
as  were  saved  from  being  pilfered. — GilUipy't  Col. 

This  year,   Malcolm's  cross,  near  Alnwick,  was  restored  by  his 
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descendant,  Elizabeth,  duchess  of  Northumberland,  to  distinguish  the 
spot  where  Malcolm  III.,  king  of  Scotland,  was  slain  while  besieging 
Alnwick  castle  in  1093. — Mackenzie  $  Narthd, 

1774. — About  this  year,  a  stone  was  found  in  the  Forest  Bum  in 
Bothbury  forest,  at  a  place  called  Meadow-field,  near  to  an  iron  mine 
on  Ward's  hill,  with  this  inscription,  "  I  John  Espe,  I  remane,"  and 
which  was  conjectured  to  have  been  the  foundation  of  some  erection 
which  formerly  stood  here  for  the  purpose  of  smelting  iron.  In  every 
part  of  the  forest,  large  quantities  of  scoria  have  been  found,  which 
clearly  demonstrates  that  iron,  at  least,  has  been  procured  in  consider- 
able abundance,  and  probably  lead  also.  Lead  is  assuredly  a  produce 
of  the  hills  washed  by  the  Coquet,  or  its  dependent  streamlets,  as 
many  pieces  of  fine  ore  have  been  found  in  its  channels. — Ibid. 

A  gunpowder  magazine,  this  year,  duly  licensed,  was  erected  by 
the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  at  Wincomblee  quay,  on  the  river 
Tyne,  east  of  that  town. — Brand. 

This  year,  an  attempt  was  made  to  built  a  bridge  at  Hexham,  fifty 
yards  westward  of  the  bridge  built  in  1767,  and  which  had  been 
carried  away  by  the  flood  in  1771.  It  was  on  Mr.  Wooler's  plan  of 
piles  below  the  piers,  but  this  was  soon  abandoned,  on  discovering 
that  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  beneath  the  gravel,  was  a  quicksand, 
with  no  more  resistance  than  chaff.  The  plan  of  building  a  solid  wall 
for  the  foundations  of  a  bridge  was  likewise  abandoned.  In  1777, 
another  bridge  wa«  commenced  building  by  Mr.  Smeaton,  on  batter- 
d'eaux  and  caissons.  While  in  progress  during  the  following  year,  its 
piers  were  washed  away  by  a  flood.  The  building  being  again  resumed 
and  finished,  the  passage  along  it  was  opened  July  1st,  1780,  when  John 
Errington,  esq.,  of  Beaufront,  was  the  first  that  passed  it,  who  made 
a  handsome  present  to  the  workmen.  It  stood  several  floods,  and  in 
Januaty,  1781,  was  viewed  by  Mr.  Smeaton,  and  several  magistrate 
when  it  was  highly  commended.  On  Sunday  evening,  March  lOth^ 
1782,  there  was  a  fall  of  snow,  followed  by  a  violent  hurricane ;  the 
snow  waa  saturated  with  rain,  and  extended  like  one  immense  lake. 
The  face  of  the  country  being  steep,  the  rivers  arose  suddenly  at  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  South  Tyne,  without  any  considerable  flat 
to  spend  themselves  upon.  On  the  Monday  morning,  Mr.  Donkin,  of 
Sandoe  (Mr.  Errington''s  bailiff),  perceiving  an  extraordinary  floods 
came  down  to  the  bridge,  the  water  was  running  with  the  velocity  of 
1,000  feet  in  a  minute!  Mr.  Donkin's  son,  with  some  workmen, 
crossed  to  the  south  side,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  bridge,  they  had 
scarcely  returned  with  the  report  "  All  Safe,''''  when  Mr.  Donkin,  to 
his  great  surprise,  perceived  some  particles  of  lime  flying  from  the 
fourth  arch.    He  pointed  his  observations  to  that  place  only.    Tho 
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lime  continued  to  fall,  increasing  in  size  and  quantity  for  the  space  of 
a  minute ;  soon  after,  he  perceived  a  crack  across  the  bend  of  the 
arch  towards  the  upper  side  of  the  bridge,  it  gradually  widened,  the 
plain  part  of  the  spandril  between  the  third  and  fourth  arch  shook, 
the  splinters  increased,  in  a  minute  more  it  gave  way,  the  two  arches 
and  a  pier  fell  together,  and  in  half  an  hour,  the  structure  was  a  heap 
of  ruins,  only  two  arches  remaining,  and  these  fell  in  the  evening. 
This  bridge  was  called  Mr.  Errington's  bridge ;  it  consisted  of  nine 
arches.  From  the  materials  of  the  former  bridge,  ^^3,000.  were  ob- 
tained, and  dP5,000.  more  were  furnished  by  the  county.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  misfortunes,  a  fourth  attempt  was  made,  and  the 
present  bridge  built,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mylne,  the  last  arch 
of  which  was  closed,  September  19th,  1793.  The  workmen  paraded 
the  streets  of  Hexham  in  procession  on  the  occasion,  and  a  most 
joyous  evening  closed  the  long-wished-for  day. —  Wrighfa  Hexham, 

1774. — In  the  course  of  this  year,  3720  vessels  were  cleared  from 
the  port  of  Newcastle,  coastwise,  and  386  foreign,  making  in  all 
i^im.—GiHespy's  Col. 

1775  (Jan.  17). — The  company  of  cordwainers  of  Newcastle  pre- 
sented the  freedom  of  their  company  to  sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
bart.,  after  which  he  invited  them  to  the  mansion-house  where  they 
presented  him  with  a  prize  shoe,  out  of  which  several  humourous 
healths  were  drunk  with  great  festivity. — Local  Papers, 

February  24. — In  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  two  felons,  who  had 
been  conunitted  to  Durham  gaol,  charged  with  robbing  Chester 
church,  made  their  escape  from  thence ;  but  one  of  them  having 
broken  his  leg  in  the  fall,  was  soon  retaken ;  the  other  (a  chimney 
sweeper)  swam  through  the  river  with  his  clothes  on  before  he  was 
secured. — GUlespy's  Col. 

March  4. — In  consequence  of  the  coal  owners  having  raised  the 
price  of  coals  one  shilling  per  chaldron,  meetings  of  owners  of  ships  in 
Newcastle,  Sunderland,  and  Shields  were  held,  when  it  was  resolved 
not  to  suffer  any  coals  to  be  put  on  board  their  respective  ships,  until 
the  shilling  was  taken  off; — ^that  the  coal  owners  should  be  obliged 
to  uphold  the  standard  measure  of  fifteen  London  chaldrons  per  keel ; 
and  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  seamen  being  disti'essed,  all  owners 
of  ships  should  support  their  own  seamen  during  the  stoppage  of  the 
trade,  provided  they  would  abide  by  their  respective  ships,  until  the 
grievances  were  redressed.  On  the  16th,  the  sailors,  to  the  number 
of  about  four  hundreds  or  five  hundreds  met  at  North  l^hields,  and 
prevented  the  further  loading  of  ships  vnth  coals.  On  the  19th,  they 
again  assembled  in  great  numbers  both  at  Shields  and  Sunderland, 
and  began  in  a  very  riotous  manner  to  stop  all  the  ships  that  were 

VOL.  II.  2   H 


234  LOCAL  historian's  [a.  d.  1775 . 

bound  for  London,  with  coals,  by  going  on  board  and  unbending  their 
sails  and  abusing  the  captains  and  sailors  that  were  willing  to  proceed 
on  their  voyage.  Some  ships,  in  the  confusion,  made  their  way  over 
the  bar,  but  having  little  wind,  were  soon  followed  by  a  great  number 
of  boats,  well  manned,  which  overtook  and  boarded  them,  and  then 
forcibly  brought  them  back  to  Shields  against  an  ebb  tide  and  wind, 
though  with  much  difficulty  and  great  hazard ;  they  then  unrigged 
and  moored  them,  after  which  they  unbent  their  sails,  and,  collecting 
a  great  quantity  of  lighters,  or  keels,  made  a  boom  of  them  quite 
across  the  river,  so  that  no  craft  could  pass  up  or  down  without  per- 
mission. The  mob  also  stopped  the  working  of  all  the  collieries  on 
the  Tyne,  below  bridge.  The  magistrates  of  Newcastle,  however, 
foreseeing  this  storm,  had  applied  to  government  for  assistance,  aad 
a  20  gun  ship  was  accordingly  ordered  to  the  Tyne ;  five  companies 
of  the  31st  regiment,  and  three  troops  of  the  Scots  Greys  also  march- 
ed into  Newcastle  on  the  20th,  by  whose  assistance,  all  further  mis- 
chief was  prevented.  On  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  Mr.  William 
Chapman,  of  the  Low  Barns,  near  Sunderland,  owner  of  the  Concord, 
Johnson,  master,  lying  in  Shields  harbour,  bound  for  the  Baltic, 
applied  to  the  magistrates  of  Newcastle  for  aid  of  the  civil  power,  in 
order  to  get  his  ship  to  sea.  On  which  Mr.  alderman  Blackett  told 
him  he  would  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  when  he  imme- 
diately went  down  to  Shields  with  Mr.  Chapman,  where  he  took  the 
water-bailiff  and  several  constables  on  board  the  ship,  and  proceeded 
to  sea  without  molestation,  though  great  numbers  of  sailors  were  on 
the  banks  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  As  soon  as  the  ship  was  dear 
of  the  river,  Mr.  Blackett,  Mr.  Chapman,  and  the  officers,  returned 
on  shore,  when  Mr.  Blackett  was  much  applauded  by  several  masters 
for  his  great  intrepidity ;  and  they  promised  to  endeavour  to  get  to 
sea  the  next  tide,  which  they  accomplished,  and  by  the  25th  good 
order  was  again  re-established. — CrUUspy's  Col.    Local  Bec.y  4-c. 

1775  (March  10). — A  duel  was  fought  behind  the  barracks  at  Ber- 
wick, between  a  gentleman  of  that  town,  and  an  ensign  of  the  31st 
regiment,  lying  there.  Their  difference  was  occasioned  from  some 
dispute  that  happened  at  the  billiard  table.  The  ensign  was  wound- 
ed on  the  first  discharge,  but  not  severely. — Gillespy's  Col. 

March  14. — As  a  farmer  at  Morton-banks,  near  Bingley,  was 
making  a  drain,  he  found  a  copper  chest  20  inches  below  the  surfaoe 
of  the  ground,  containing  near  100  weight  of  Boman  silver  coins, 
coined  at  fifteen  difierent  periods  from  the  time  of  Julius  Csesar 
downwards.  There  was  also  in  the  chest  a  silver  image  about  six 
inches  long. — Local  Bee. 

March  15. — A  society  called  the  Philosophical  Society,  was  for- 
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med  in  Newcastle,  for  the  discussion  of  questions  in  general  literature. 
The  meetings  were  held  once  a  fortnight,  when  each  member  contri- 
buted sixpence  towards  defraying  expences.  Amongst  it  members, 
whose  number  never  exceeded  twenty,  were  the  following : —  Richard 
Fisher,  bookseller;  John  Fryer,  land-surveyor;  Thomas  Bewick, 
engraver;  Thomas  Spenoe,  schoolmaster;  rev.  John  Baillie;  John 
Collier,  coach-painter ;  —  Wood,  schoolmaster ;  rev.  James  Murray ; 
Robert  Doubleday,  and  William  Chapman.  Once  a  year,  when  the 
funds  of  the  society  exceeded  the  expenditure,  the  members  voted 
diiferent  sums  to  various  charitable  institutions  in  the  town.  (J.  B.) 
On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Bewick,  and  Mr.  Spence,  who  was  author  of 
the  notable  levelling  scheme  for  equally  dividing  the  produce  of  the 
land  among  all  classes  of  the  nation,  happening  to  entertain  different 
opinions  upon  a  question,  they  agreed  to  decide  it,  in  the  manner  in 
which  all  knotty  points  ought  to  be  settled ;  namely,  by  the  argumen- 
turn  baculinum — ^a  bout  at  single-stick.  The  floor  of  the  room  in 
which  the  society  met,  was  the  scene  of  this  interesting  mode  of  phi- 
losophical controversy,  in  which  the  athletic  artist  had  by  far  the  best 
of  the  argument,  and  proved  himself  a  most  powerful  reasoner  at  club- 
logic  ;  and  after  a  half  hour^s  animated  discussion,  fairly  nonrplus'd 
his  opponent,  and  compelled  him  to  acknowledge  himself  defeated. — 
Hamble^s  in  Northd, 

1 775  (March).-In  the  neighbourhood  of  Alnwick,  near  the  abbey,  a 
piece  of  fine  meadow  ground,  100  yards  long,  and  14  broad  or  more, 
sunk  above  fourteen  feet ;  yet  there  was  scarce  a  crack  on  its  surface, 
which  continued  in  a  flourishing  state.  It  was  near  the  side  of  a 
river,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  some  coal  pits.  What  is  likewise  extra- 
ordinary, a  carriage  road  near  it,  which  was  formerly  level,  or  nearly 
so,  was  raised  a  considerable  height,  so  as  to  render  it  impassable. — 
GiUespf/*s  Col. 

April  21. — This  day,  the  last  stone  of  ChoUerford  bridge  was  laid, 
on  which  account  there  were  great  rejoicings  in  that  neighbourhood, 
as  the  communication,  by  the  great  road  to  Carlisle,  was  now  opened 
for  coaches,  chaises,  waggons,  &c.,  as  usual  before  the  great  flood. 

—md. 

April  25. — In  the  evening  the  first  stone  of  the  south  pier  of  Tyne 
bridge,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  corporation,  was  laid  by  sir  Mat- 
thew White  Ridley,  mayor.  A  great  concourse  of  people  attended 
to  witness  the  ceremony. — Grillespy's  Col. 

1775  (April). — During  the  first  week,  one  evening  two  masons  met 
at  a  public  house,  near  Tanfield,  and  after  getting  a  few  gills  of  beer, 
a  dispute  arose  which  was  the  best  workman.  Many  arguments  were 
used,  and  much  said  on  both  sides,  but  to  little  purpose.    At  last  one 
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of  tliem  betted  the  other  a  guinea,  that  he  would  worry  him;  and 
another  guinea,  that  he  would  also  eat  him.  The  money  being  de- 
posited in  the  landlord's  hands,  preparationa  were  nest  made  for  put- 
ting the  matt«r  into  execution :  when  to  the  great  surprize  of  the 
landlord,  who  before  thought  little  of  the  dispute,  this  man  eater 
fell  upon  his  antagonist,  tore  his  neck  and  timuit,  and  actually  ate 
part  of  his  shoulder,  before  the  landlord  could  summon  more  oppoei- 
tion  than  he  himself  could  give. — Ibid. 

June  9. — At  the  Low  Lights,  near  North  Shields,  265  salmon  were 
caught  by  the  fishenuen  at  one  draught. — Newc.  Cour. 

June  24. — Died,  at  Lowbutcher-race,  near  Durham,  Mrs.  Jane 
Harrison;  who,  by  the  account  of  her  friends,  was  aged  116  years. 
She  had  then  living  nt  the  same  place,  a  sister,  aged  1  lU ;  a  daughter 
i*2 ;  a  grandson  70 ;  a  great  grandson  53 ;  a  great,  great  grandson  33 
and  a  great,  great,  great  grand  daughter  9  years  old. — Local  Papen. 

June  26. — Died  in  Newcastle,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pattison,  well  known 
for  her  practice  in  the  auctioneering  of  household  goods. — Ibid. 

June,— The  building  of  the  low  Light-house  at  NoriJi  Shields,  was 
com  pleted . — Ibid. 

Near  the  close  of  this  month  about  30  human  skeletons  were  found 
by  the  workmen  in  digging  a  ha  ha,  or  sunken  fence,  in  the  park  near 
Raby  castle,  adjoining  to  Slaughter-close ;  which  close,  it  is  supposed, 
must  have  been  so  called,  from  some  engagement  that  had  happened 
there. — Ibid. 

July  4. — The  workmen  employed  in  taking  down  the  ruins  of  Tyne- 
bridge,  at  Newcastle,  found  in  the  east  comer  of  the  pier  on  which 
the  tower  stood,  &  stone  coffin  and  a  human  skeleton.     The  coffin 


.  1775.] 


TABLK  BOOK. 


was  about  six  feet  three  inches  in  length,  but  without  any  inaeription 
upon  it.  Bourne  says  that  "  this  bridge  had  onee  twelve  bold  arches ; " 
but  three  were  "  turned  into  cellaring  at  the  building  of  the  keys." 
The  passage  over  the  bridge  was  narrow  and  crowded  with  houses, 
beside  which  there  were  three  towera  or  gates  upon  it,  each  strength- 
encd  by  a  portcullis.  The  Magazine-gate  was  built  upon  an  arch  of 
the  bridge,  used  for  a  magazine  for  the  town.  It  had  the  date  of 
1636  upon  it,  and  is  mentioned  by  Grey,  who  published  his  Choro- 
graphia  in  1649,  as  lately  built.  "The  gate  at  the  bridge  ende," 
spoken  of  by  Leiand,  is  supposed  by  Brand  to  "  have  been  a  gate  in 
the  town-wall,  perhaps  considerably  nearer  to  St,  Thomas'  chapel 
than  the  late  Magazine-gate."  The  "  stronge  warde  and  towre  on 
it,"  mentioned  by  Leland,  stood  near  the  middle  of  the  bridge.  "  In 
this  tower,"  savs  Bourne,  "  are  kept  lewd  and  disorderly  persons  till 
they  are  examined  by  the  mayor  and  brought  to  due  punishment, 
except  the  crime  I>e  of  a  very  gross  nature,  and  are  then  removed  to 
New-gate,  and  there  continued  till  the  assizee."  It  soems  also  to 
have  been  used  for  other  purposes  ;  for  Harry  Wallis,  a  master  ship- 
wright, when  committed  to  the  "  tower  on  the  bridge,"  for  abusing 
the  puritanical  alderman  Barnes,  found  a  quantity  of  malt  lying  in 
the  chamber  where  he  was  confined,  and  threw  it  out  of  the  window 
with  a  shovel  into  the  Tyne,  singing  the  following  lines : — 

"  O  base  mauli. 

Thou  did'Bt  the  fault, 

And  into  Tyne  thou  shalt." 


The  sculptures  here  reprjsented,  probably  the  only  relics  of  the 
old  bridge,  were  pi-escrved  from  demolition  by  Mr,  aldermao 
Hornby,  who  placed  them  in  his  garden-wall  in  Pilgrim-street; 
and  they  are  still  carefully  preserved  by  the  present  occupants  of  the 
premises,  Messrs.  Brumell  and  Gilpin.     The  stone  bearing  the  amu 
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of  Newca^le,  with  the  motto  F/ortiter  de/endU  irivmphans^  1646,  ori- 
ginally occupied  a  place,  immediately  below  the  battlements,  on  the 
south  front  of  the  tower  on  the  bridge  (see  cut  at  page  218).  The 
other  stone  representing  the  arms  of  lord  Crewe,  bishop  of  Durham, 
was  similarly  placed  on  the  front  of  the  gate  at  the  south  end  of  the 
bridge. — Brand,    Local  Papers,  4rc. 

1775  (July  10). — The  workmen  began  to  erect  a  temporary  light- 
house at  Tynemouth,  in  order  to  rebuild  the  old  one  in  a  more 
commodious  manner. — Local  Papers, 

July  27. — About  one  o'^clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  had  a  most 
dreadful  storm  of  thunder,  lightning  and  hail,  at  Lemingtoo,  near 
Alnwick,  which  lasted  nearly  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  The  damage 
done  to  Mr.  Fenwick'^s  hot-houses  and  vinery,  was  very  consider- 
able ;  there  were  upwards  of  360  panes  of  glass  broken ;  the  wall- 
fruits  and  apples  were  all  cut  in  holes,  and  entirely  destroyed,  and  all 
the  kitchen  stuff.  A  large  field  of  oats  were  broken  down.  The  hail- 
stones lay  above  twenty-four  hours.  At  Yetlington,  about  five  miles 
west  from  Lemington,  the  hailstones  were  one  inch  and  a  half  round. 
— Gillespy's  Col. 

This  month,  died  at  Raby,  Robert  Ainsley,  aged  102  years. — 
Local  Papers. 

August. — As  two  men  were  pulling  down  Fenwick  Tower,  near 
Stamfordham,  in  Northumberland,  they  found  several  hundreds  of 
gold  coins  of  Edward  III.,  in  a  stone  chest,  covered  with  sand,  twelve 
inches  deep,  and  placed  over  the  arch  of  the  cellar  door,  which  was 
immediately  under  the  flags  of  the  castle-gate.  They  were  supposed 
to  have  been  concealed  on  an  inroad  of  David,  king  of  Scots,  in  1360, 
as  far  as  Hexham,  whence  he  carried  off  the  two  sons  of  sir  John 
Fenwick,  the  owner  of  this  castle,  who  did  not  long  survive  the  loss, 
and  probably  then  concealed  this.  The  two  labourers  having  quar- 
relled, the  circumstance  became  divulged,  in  consequence  of  which,  sir 
Walter  Blackett,  bart.,  as  lord  of  the  manor,  had  eighty  from  one 
man  and  thirty-five  from  the  other,  delivered  to  him.  The  men  had 
sold  great  quantities  to  various  people.*  Hutchinson  says  "  that  the 
poor  wretch,  (thereby  implying  that  only  one  man  was  engaged  in  the 
transaction)  elate  with  his  success,  exceeded  those  limits  of  discretion 
necessary  to  secure  his  wealth ;  by  launching  out  into  extravagence, 
he  alarmed  an  avaricious  neighbour,  and  the  simple  man  was  left  to 
his  original  poverty,  by  a  claim  from  the  owner  of  the  tower.""  The 
impressions  were  as  perfect  as  if  newly  from  the  mint. 

August. — About  the  end  of  this  month  as  some  young  men,  belong- 
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ing  to  North  Shields,  were  on  an  excursion  to  Marsdcn-rocks,  to  take 
the  diversion  of  shooting  sea-gulls,  they  agreed  to  amuse  themselves 
with  a  mock  fight ;  and  to  give  the  greater  importance  to  the  joke, 
one  party  was  called  rebels,  the  other  royalists.  After  discharging  a 
few  volleys  with  powder,  they  grew  warmer  in  the  dispute,  and  one  of 
the  royalists  putting  shot  into  his  gun,  wounded  one  of  the  rebel  party 
behind  a  bush,  who  returning  the  salute,  made  the  fire  become  gene- 
ral, and  it  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  with  great  heat  for  some  time  ; 
at  length  many  being  wounded  on  both  sides,  they  returned  home  with 
bleeding  wounds  and  black  faces,  to  repent  of  their  ill  concerted  sham 
fight. — Gillespy's  Col. 

1775  (Sept.  1). — ^A  gentleman  being  out  a  shooting,  and  meeting 
with  some  company  at  Houghton-le-Spring,  gave  his  son  (a  boy  about 
seven  years  old)  the  gun  to  carry  home :  first  taking  out  the  priming, 
as  the  piece  was  charged.  On  the  boy^s  way  home,  he  met  another 
boy,  about  the  same  age,  who  took  and  carried  the  gun  a  little  way ; 
but  on  refusing  to  take  it  any  further,  the  other,  thinking  to  frighten 
him,  cocked  the  gun,  and  held  it  under  his  chin,  which,  whilst  he  was 
endeavouring  to  thrust  from  him  went  off,  took  away  one  of  his  hands, 
and  tore  his  face  so  shockingly,  that  he  expired  immediately. — Ibid. 

September  2. — The  proclamation,  declaring  the  Americans  then  in 
arms,  and  all  their  aiders  and  abettors,  rebels,  was  read  in  several 
parts  of  Newcastle.  The  mayor  and  sheriff,  being  out  of  town,  only 
the  aldermen,  Mosley,  Blackett,  and  Baker,  with  the  recorder,  sheriff, 
and  three  or  four  of  the  town-serjeants,  attended.  The  populace 
heard  it  with  silent  horror. — Ibid. 

October  4. — By  the  heavy  rain  on  this  day  both  the  bridges  on 
Whit^der  gave  way,  and  then  the  one  at  Chimside  was  entirely  car- 
ried off. — Ibid. 

October  22. — The  following  melancholy  accident  happened  at  the 
Methodist  meeting  house,  Sunderland.  A  gentlewoman  being  to 
preach  there,  the  place  was  crowded,  so  that  the  galleries,  &c.  were 
completely  fiOQed.  After  the  service  was  begun,  a  woman  who  sat 
under  one  of  the  galleries  (either  through  fear  or  design)  began  to 
signify  her  suspicions  that  the  gallery  was  giving  way,  the  alarm 
spread  among  those  who  were  near  her,  and  they  immediately  began 
to  make  for  the  doors  (some  indeed,  endeavoured  to  appease  them, 
but  in  vain).  Every  thing  was  now  tumult  and  confusion  ;  the  shrieks 
of  women  and  children  fiUed  the  place.  Some  cried  out  fire,  and 
others  that  the  galleries  were  coming  down  ;  some  broke  the  windows, 
and  threw  themselves  out,  at  the  hazard  of  breaking  their  limbs ; 
while  others  in  crowding  down  the  stairs  from  the  galleries,  broke 
down  the  rails  of  the  stairs,  and  fell  down  from  thence  among  the 
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benches.  Several  women  were  trampled  down  and  miserably  bruised, 
and  one  woman  was  killed  outright.  Those  few  only  who  remained 
quiet  in  their  places,  escaped  unhurt.  It  was  afterwards  found,  that 
the  alarm  was  entirely  without  foundation. — Local  Rec. 

1775  (Oct.  23). — A  meeting  of  the  free  burgesses  of  Newcastle  took 
place  at  the  Forth-house,  to  petition  his  majesty  against  the  war  with 
America.  It  was  signed  by  1,210  burgesses,  and  presented  by  sir 
George  Saville, — ^sir  Walter  Blackett  and  sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
barts.,  having  declined  to  present  it.  Another  address  to  his  majesty, 
urging  the  subjugation  of  America,  was  got  up,  and  presented  by  sir 
Walter  Blackett  and  sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  barts.  This  was  signed  by 
169  persons. — Ihid. 

October  31. — Died,  at  Chesterhope,  Mr.  Thomas  Forster,  aged  100 
years. — Local  Papers. 

November  2. — The  new  colliery,  at  Willington,  near  Howden  Pans, 
Northumberland,  was  won ;  on  which  occasion  the  owners  gave  a  fat 
ox  roasted,  a  large  quantity  of  ale,  and  a  waggon  load  of  punch  to 
the  pitmen,  sinkers,  &c. — Ibid. 

November  23. — The  ferry  boat  at  Lambton,  near  Chester-le-Street, 
upset  whilst  crossing  tiie  river  Wear,  when  eight  persons  unfortunatly 
perished— one  man  leaped  out  of  the  boat,  upon  a  shelf  of  stones, 
which  he  knew  were  there  (they  being  bare  at  low  water),  and  stood 
up  to  the  neck  in  water  until  rescued  by  a  boat ;  other  six  who  were 
in  the  boat,  were  also  saved  by  the  means  of  boats  going  to  their  as- 
sistance.— lUd. 

November  25. — Died,  at  Beanley,  Nicholas  Henderson,  formerly  a 
rye  carrier  between  Wooler  and  Morpeth,  aged  105  years. — Ibid. 

November  26. — Died,  at  Angerton,  near  Morpeth,  Maiy  Soppit, 
aged  100  years. — Ibid. 

November  27, — ^As  the  harriers,  of  John  Burden,  of  Hardwick, 
esq.,  were  running  a  hare,  they  chanced  to  unkennel  a  fox,  which 
they  ran  and  killed  near  Darlington,  after  a  very  smart  chase  of  25 
miles  and  crossed  the  Skeme  :  out  of  25  horsemen,  only  two  and  the 
huntsman  were  in  at  the  death. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

November. — Died,  at  Monkseaton,  Mary  Magdalen,  a  poorwoman, 
aged  104  years. — Local  Papers. 

December  7. — George  Ramsay,  who  was  in  custody  for  not  appear- 
ing to  his  bankruptcy,  with  another  man  for  robbing  a  tiU,  broke 
out  of  the  tower  at  the  Close-gate,  by  cutting  a  hole  in  the  ceiling. — 
GUlespy's  Col. 

December. — About  the  middle  of  this  month,  a  boy  fell  from  the 
round-top  of  a  vessel  at  Shields,  near  30  feet  high,  but  luckily  the 
carpenter  having  just  before  turned  over  an  iron  hooped  water  tub 
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upon  deck  to  drain,  he  fell  upon  it,  buret  the  hoops  with  an  explouon 
Kke  a  pistol,  and  was  taken  up  very  little  hurt, — GUleapfg  Col. 

1775  (Deo.  18). — In  the  evening,  a  fire  was  diBcovered  in  the  glass- 
warehonae  near  the  Close-gate,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Cookson  and 
Alley.  Part  of  the  building,  and  aevwal  hogsheads  of  glasEes  were 
destroyed  to  the  amount  of  £5Wi  in  value.  By  timely  assistance  the 
flames  were  prevented  from  spreading  further. — Ibid. 

Died,  this  year,  the  rev.  Thomas  Bandall,  who  was  master  of  the 
free  school  at  Durham.  He  bad  free  access  to  the  libraries  and 
public  offices ;  and  his  MSS.  consisting  of  about  twenty  volumes  in 
quarto,  he  bequeathed  to  the  late  Oeorge  Allan,  esq.,  of  Grange,  near 
Dariington. — Sharp's  Hartlepool. 

This  year,  the  Society  of  Arts  presented  a  prpmium  of  seven 
guineas  to  Mr.  Thomas  Bewick,  of  Newcastle,  for  an  engraving  on 
wood,  the  subject,  "The  Old  Hound.^ — Local  Rec. 

This  year,  a  glass  vase  was  found  by  a  workman  employed  in  throw- 
ing down  a  hedge  about  a  hundred  yards  to  the 
north  of  the  bridge  at  Castle  Eden,   which  leads 
from  the  chapel  to  the  castle.     The  mouth  of  the 
Tase  was  applied  to  a  human  skull,   so   near  the 
surface,  as  to  leave  the  bottom  of  the  vase  exp<»ed 
in  the  gutter  of  the  hedge.      The  body  had  been 
deposited  horizontally,  with  the  head  towards  the 
east,  and  had  been  covered  with  a  heap  of  common 
field   stones.      The   labourer  represented   the   skull 
imd  bones   as  appearing  entire;    but  he   was  pre- 
vented by  the  clergyman  of  Castle  Eden  from  making  any  further 
research.     The  ground  was,  however,  again  opened  soon  after  by  Mr, 
Burden's  directions ;  and  a  cavity  was  discovered  beneath  the  coi'm, 
or  heap  of  stones,  lai^  enough  to  contun  a  body  of  ordinary  dimen- 
nons,  with  a  quantity  of  deep-coloured  soil,  the  ashes  probably  of  the 
bones  which  had  mouldered  on  the  admission  of  the  air.     The  vase 
was  full  of  earth,  and  when  emptied  appeared  to  retain  a  subtile  aro- 
matic smell.     It  may  be  added,  that  the  place  of  discovery  is  almost 
exactly  the  spot  where  the  grant  of  William  de  Thorp  fixes  the 
cemetery  of  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  James  in  the  tweifth  century. — 
costera  tub  cemeterio ;   yet  these  sepulchral  remains  seem  to  vindicate 
a  still  higher  antiquity,  and  to  belong  to  that  distant  (era. — 
"  When  bones  of  mighty  chiefs  lay  hid 
Beneath  the  caims  grey  pyramid" 
The  vase  is  of  thick  blueish  glass ;  and  resembles  that  of  the  beads 
and  snakestones  which  are  allowed  to  be  of  British  manufacture,  the 
neck  is  narrow ;  and  from  the  body  of  the  vase  proceed  a  number  of 
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short  tubes  of  singular  form,  all  closed  at  the  extremity. — A  va«e, 
broken  in  the  discovery,  but  apparently  when  perfect  exactly  Bimilax 
to  the  Castle-Eden  relique,  vaa  discovered  at  Chatteris,  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  m  1757,  together  with  a  skeleton,  and  the  remiuiui  of  ancient 
armour — "  Exesa — scabra  rubigine  tela." — And  a  third  vase,  of  simi- 
lar form,  has  been  since  found  in  Wiltshire,  in  a  barrow  decidedly 
British. — Surteea. 

1776  (Jan.  6). — Died,  in  Newcastle,  Isaac  Thompson,  esq.,  printer, 
aged  72  years.  He  was  a  person  of  considerable  literary  attainments, 
and  his  compositions,  which  are  very  numerous,  lie  scattered  in  many 
periodical  publicatioua.  He  was  author  of  "  A  Collection  of  Poems, 
occasionally  Writ  on  Several  Subjects.  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  Printed 
by  John  White,  for  the  Author,  and  sold  by  the  Booksellers,  1731," 
Mr.  Thompson,  gave  public  lectures  on  Natural  and  Experiment^ 
Philosophy  in  1739,  and  in  the  following  year,  he  was  joined  in  these 
lectures  by  Mr.  William  Elstob,  and  afterwards  by  Mr.  Robert  Har- 
rison, the  great  mathematician,  master  of  the  Trinity-house  school,  in 
Newcastle,  who  died  at  Durham,  in  November,  1802.  Mr.  Thompson 
published  a  newspaper,  called  the  Newcastle  Journal,  and  the  New- 
castle Greneral  Magazine,  Slo.  Sue.  He  was  interred  on  the  9th  of 
January,  in  the  Friends'  burial  ground. — Local  Bee. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


N  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January 
1776,  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  cotnmeDced 
at  Newcastle  and  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  continued  almoat  without  inter- 
mission during  that  night  and  the  next 
day.  The  snow  waa  thrown  into  such 
dreadful  drifts  on  the  high  roads  in  the 
country,  as  to  render  most  of  them 
totally  impassable,  by  which  the  attend- 
le  on  the  market-day,  in  Newcastle, 
did  not  exhibit  even  the  ordinary  num- 
ber of  people  seen  in  the  streets  on  any  other  day  of  the  week.  The 
frost  became  so  very  intense,  that  the  country  people  residing  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  town,  who  had  surmounted  every  obstacle  to  get  to 
market,  had  their  eyes  apparently  frozen  up.  The  river  from  New- 
bum,  to  about  two  miles  below  the  bridge  at  Newcastle,  was  totally 
frozen  and  fixed ;  and  hundreds  of  people  were  walking  and  skait- 
ing  thereon  every  day.  Two  women  going  home  from  Newcastle 
market,  were  so  fatigued  by  the  deep  snow,  and  benumbed  by  the 
frost,  that  they  were  obliged  to  take  shelter  in  &  house  on  the  road, 
at  Loosing-hill,  near  Whickharo,  where  they  both  died  in  a  few 
hours.  The  same  day  a  fisherman  was  found  in  the  snow  between 
Trimdon  and  Morton  moors.  A  poor  fellow,  Ralph  of  Winlaton, 
weU  known  for  selling  rods  and  walking-sticks  in  Newcastle,  perished 
in  the  snow  between  Swalwell  and  Winlaton.  The  same  night,  two 
farmers  going  from  Newcastle  to  the  neighbouriiood  of  Eorsdon,  were 
lost  on  Killingworth-rooor ;  their  horses  were  found  next  day,  Jan. 
29th,  some  hundreds  of  men  were  employed  in  clearing  the  Shields, 
Ponteland,  and  Morpeth  turnpike-roads ;  on  the  latter  of  which  a 
horse,  with  a  saddle,  was  found  dead  in  the  snow. — Local  Papert. 
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1776,  (April).— The  fto- 
coinpanying  engraving  of 
an  altar  No.  1.  found  at 
Lanchester,  is  from  a  draw- 
ing uiade  by  Hutchinson, 
at  the  above  date,  from  the 
original  in  the  library  at 
Durham.  It  was  found  at 
the  cast  end  of  a  room  in 
the  station,  and  is  dedicat* 
ed  to  Fortune  by  Publius 
iEhus  Atticufl,  a  pnefect. 
The  back  is  undressed.  An 
immonse  number  of  altars 
and  inacriptlons  have  been 
found  here,  among  which 
are  the  accompanying.  No. 
2.  seems  to  have  been  the 
base  of  some  pillar  or  mo- 
nument and  is  dedicated  to 
"  the  genius  of  the  prtetor- 
ium,  by  Claudius  Epaph- 
roditus  Glaudianus,  tri- 
bune of  the  1st  or  2nd  co- 
hort of  the  Lingones."  The 
fine  tablet  No.  3.  represents 

I  the  corona  supported  by 
two  winged  victories,  with 

I  the  usual  symbols,  drapery 

'  and  attitudes.  The  boar 
is  the  agn  or  symbol  of 

i  the   twentieth  legion,  by 


.  1776.1 

No.  10. 


whom  the  tablet  was  made. 
i.  b  dedicated  to  Mara, 
and  5.  is  to  the  same  deity 
by  Ca,iu8  Aurelius,  and  has 
on  the  sides  the  patera  and 
prcB/ericalum.  6.  is  inscri- 
bed to  the  local  god  Vitirei. 
?■  is  a  small  altar  with 
three  female  figures  sup- 
posed to  represent  some  of 
the  matret.  8.  has  a  toad 
on  one  side  and  the  usual 
sacrificing  instruments  on 
the  other.  9.  has  a  pedi- 
ment supported  by  two 
rude  pilastero.  These 
are  all  uninscribed.  The 
10th  is  a  small  altar  with 
a  boar  on  the  side.  The 
inscription  is  much  de- 
faced, but  it  is  supposed 
to  relate  to  the  god  Vitires. 
The  remarkable  altar  (11 
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a.  and  b.)  has  on  one  side  a  Greek  and  on  the  other  a  Latin 
inscription,  forming  only  the  third  Greek  writing  in  the  Island. 
It  appears  to  have  been  erected  by  Titus  Flavins  Titianus,  a  tribune. 

12.  This  altar  was  in  two  pieces ;  but  when  joined,  shew  that  it  was 
erected  by  a  vexillation  (a  troop)  of  an  equestrian  cohort,  to  Jupiter. 

13,  is  something  like  a  flower  pot  on  a  square  stone,  and  has  most 
probably  been  fixed  to  some  suitable  place,  as  on  a  balustrade  or 
parapet.  14.  is  a  small  altar  seen  by  Hutchinson  in  a  stone  wall  at 
Broomlawe,  near  the  station.  It  is  much  defaced,  but  is  supposed 
to  be  dedicated  to  Mars,  by  Acilius.  The  remainder  of  the  inscrip- 
tion is  obliterated.  The  1 5th  is  a  figure  of  Fortune,  seated,  clothed, 
and  furnished  with  the  wheel,  comucopseia,  and  a  ball  at  her  foot. 
The  head  and  right  arm  are  broken  off,  but  the  former  is  preserved 
along  with  the  statue  itself  in  the  library  at  Durham.  The  letters 
and  figures  on  the  bottom  merely  represent  the  initials  of  the  name  of 
the  finder  and  his  wife,  with  the  date  of  its  discovery.  The  last  is 
built  up  in  the  vestry  wall  of  the  church  at  Lanchester,  and  is  believed 
to  represent  a  genius,  as  well  as  the  former  one.  At  least  this  may 
be  the  emperor  represented  as  such. — Hutchinson's  Durham. 

1776  (May  12).— Died,  John  Tempest,  of  Wynyard,  esq.,  M.  P. 
for  the  city  of  Durham  in  1742,  1747,  1754,  and  1761.  He  was 
buried  at  St  Giles\  Durham,  1 7th  May. — Sharp's  Burg,  of  Durham, 

June  25. — Early  in  the  morning,  two  soldiers  having  a  quarrel 
with  some  keelmen  in  Sandgate,  and  the  former  finding  themselves 
overpowered  by  their  adversaries,  one  of  them  drew  his  sword,  and 
in  his  rage  struck  a  labourer  (unconcerned  in  the  fray)  so  violent  a 
blow  on  the  head  therewith,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  skull  on  the 
left  side  was  cut  entirely  out,  which  occasioned  his  death  soon  after. 
— Gillespy's  Col. 

July  5. — A  most  violent  thunder  storm  happened  in  Newcastle. 
The  first  flash  of  lightning,  which  was  uncommonly  vivid,  fell  upon  the 
chimney  of  Mr.  Wm.  Yielder^s  dwelling-house,  struck  it  down,  entered 
the  roof,  followed  and  shattered  the  spars,  forced  off  the  tiles,  entered 
the  rooms,  tore  up  part  of  the  floors,  rent  the  ceilings,  and  shattered 
the  spouts  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  and  sash-frames  and  bed- 
steads in  the  upper  rooms ;  forced  out  almost  every  pane  of  glass  in  the 
windows,  throwing  them  nearly  thirty  yards  distance ;  tinged  some 
plate  and  melted  the  bell-wire,  and  following  the  handle  rod  at  the 
street  door,  seized  the  end  of  the  lock  staple,  and  split  the  door-case 
and  door  near  the  lock  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner.  What  was 
very  remarkable,  it  locked  one  door  so  that  it  could  not  be  opened 
witiiout  taking  off  the  lock,  and  the  clock  was  stopped  by  it  at  26 
minutes  past  8.     It  ploughed  furrows  in  the  walls  of  the  upper  rooms. 
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shivered  a  chimney-piece,  took  off  the  top  part  of  a  looking-glass,  in 
a  room  where  Mrs.  Yielder  was  sitting,  and  did  considerable  damage 
to  other  parts  of  the  house  and  furniture.  A  canary  bird,  in  a  wire 
cage,  remained  unhurt,  nor  was  the  cage  damaged,  though  the  window 
before  which  it  hung  was  shattered  greatly,  and  the  ceiling  above  it 
all  torn  down.  Providentially  no  person  was  hurt,  though  the  family 
were  aU  in  the  house.  A  boy  in  the  house  adjoining,  was  thrown 
down  by  the  shock,  but  received  no  injury.  During  the  thunder 
storm,  a  ball  of  fire  entered  an  apartment  in  the  infirmary,  through 
an  open  window,  where  Mr.  Taylor,  the  apothecary,  and  the  matron, 
were  sitting  at  breakfast.  It  passed  between  Mr.  Taylor'^s  legs, 
threw  down  the  tea  kettle,  went  through  the  door  then  standing 
open,  rushed  along  the  passage,  and  out  at  an  open  window  at  the 
end  of  the  passage,  without  doing  any  damage.  The  most  dreadful 
clap  of  thunder  in  the  storm,  succeeded  the  flash  of  lightning  within 
one  second  of  time ;  so  that  the  cloud  from  whence  the  fire  descended 
could  not  be  above  1,000  feet  from  the  earth.  This  thunder  storm 
was  very  violent  to  the  westward  of  Newcastle.  At  Kingswood,  near 
Hexham,  a  girl,  servant  to  Mr.  Wilson,  milking  a  cow,  was  struck  by 
the  lightning  and  kUled  on  the  spot;  the  cow  was  unhurt.  Two 
horses  grazing  on  a  fell  near  Newbrough,  and  a  cow  at  Wolsing- 
ham,  were  also  killed  by  it,  and  a  cottage  near  Simonbum,  was 
thrown  down,  but  fortunately  no  person  was  then  in  it. — Local  Papers. 

1776  (July  13). — ^A  violent  thunder  storm  took  place  in  the  even- 
ing— a  flash  of  lightning  entered  the  chinmey  of  a  farm-stead,  called 
Greenwell,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lanchester;  it  made  its  way 
through  the  house,  split  several  spars  and  doors  from  top  to  bottom, 
broke  all  the  windows,  shivered  the  clock-case  all  to  pieces,  and  scatr 
tered  the  works  round  the  kitchen.  It  tore  all  the  plastering  from 
the  sides  and  ceilings  of  the  rooms,  and  rent  the  walls  in  many  places. 
There  was  a  man-servant  and  three  children  in  the  house  at  the  time, 
the  man  was  struck  down  at  the  kitchen  fire  side,  and  remained  insen- 
sible for  a  long  time ;  two  dogs  lying  near  him,  were  struck  by  the 
same  flash,  which  instantly  killed  one  of  them,  the  other  recovered, 
the  children  escaped  by  getting  into  a  close  bed,  on  hearing  the  first 
clap  of  thunder. — Ibid. 

July. — Mr.  Knipe  preached  on  Holy  Island,  from  Exod.  iii.  5, 
"  Put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
stendest  is  holy  ground.^^ — Ibid. 

August  3. — A  very  remarkable  whirlwind  occurred  in  a  field 
adjoining  to  Dr.  Wilkinson'*s  at  the  vicarage  at  Felton,  where  he  had 
some  people  at  work  making  hay ;  the  day  was  remarkably  hot  and 
sultry,  without  a  breath  of  wind,  when  of  a  sudden  the  hay  makers, 
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observed  the  tops  of  the  hay  cocks  to  be  taken  off  in  a  most  Tiolent 
and  sudden  manner,  and  one  whole  hay  cock  carried  up,  vertically, 
through  some  trees  under  which  it  stood ;  and  (as  they  expressed 
them)  it  seemed  to  stick  to  the  clouds  till  it  totally  vanished ;  the 
extent  of  the  whirlwind  was  about  three  acres  and  a  half,  and  the 
tops  of  all  the  cocks,  except  that  one  which  was  carried  into  the 
clouds,  were  blown  with  great  rapidity  over  the  town  of  Felton, 
to  the  distance  of  about  600  yards. — Newe.  Weekly  Mag. 

1776  (August  4). — Married  at  All  Saints\  Newcastle,  on  Sunday, 
John  Bainbridge,  a  carter  of  the  Ewes-bum,  to  Ann  Hutchinson  of 
the  same  place ;  their  ages  together  making  155  years,  the  bride- 
groom being  80,  and  the  bride  75. — Hid. 

August  15. — Joseph  Humphreys  was  executed  near  Durham,  for 
breaking  into  a  dwelling-house  near  Sunderland,  and  stealing  thereout 
£\ii.  4s.  6d.  He  declared  his  innocence  of  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered,  to  the  last,  and  died  resigned.  He  was  about  26  years  of 
age. — Local  Papers. 

August  21. — Robert  Knowles,  the  North  Shields  postman,  was  ex- 
ecuted on  the  town-moor,  for  stealing  a  letter  out  of  the  Newcastle 
post-office,  in  the  preceding  October,  containing  two  <f  50.  bank  of 
England  bills,  the  property  of  Robert  Rankin,  merchant,  of  Newcas- 
tle. He  was  dressed  in  black,  and  read  a  paper  acknowledging  the 
justice  of  his  sentence.  Knowles  was  apprehended  November  13th, 
1775,  and  escaped  out  of  gaol  about  9  o^dock  in  the  night  of  June 
1st,  1776.  Having  complained  of  being  ill  some  time  before,  the  hu- 
manity of  the  gaoler  had  so  far  prevailed,  as  to  indulge  him  in  his 
apartment  without  his  irons.  The  turnkey,  as  customary,  going  to 
lock  in  at  the  above  hour,  observed  a  bundle  lying  in  the  cell,  and  en- 
quired of  the  prisoner  what  it  contained,  he  said  foul  linen ;  on  the 
turnkey  beginning  to  examine  it,  Knowles  slipt  behind  him,  and  drew 
back  the  lock  on  the  inside  (which  the  turnkey  had  locked  himsdtf  in 
by,  while  he  had  examined  the  cell),  put  the  hasp  over  the  staple  on 
the  outside  of  the  cell  door,  which  received  the  hang-lock,  fastened 
the  staple  with  a  piece  of  wood  he  had  made  for  the  purpose,  and 
walked  off.  The  turnkey  finding  himself  secured  in  the  place  of  the 
prisoner,  called  out  for  assistance ;  and  though  released  immediately, 
the  prisoner  was  fled.  Knowles  was  re-taken  on  the  afternoon  of 
June  6th,  while  passing  the  engine  of  Walker  colliery,  by  seme  men 
employed  there,  who  received  twenty  guineas  offered  for  his  apprehen- 
sion. At  the  place  of  execution,  a  little  before  he  was  turned  off,  a 
great  uproar  happened  among  the  populace,  which  it  was  supposed 
took  its  rise  from  the  groimd  of  an  old  pit  heap,  where  several  people 
were  standing,  giving  away,  and  occasioned  a  sudden  outcry,  which 
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startled  some  horses  that  ran  amongst  the  crowd ;  in  an  instant  the 
consternation  became  almost  general,  some  flying  one  way  and  some 
another,  without  knowing  for  what  reason ;  in  the  tumult,  many 
were  thrown  down  and  run  over,  but  no  material  accident  happened. 
— Netec.  Weekly  May. 

1776. — Same  day,  Andrew  Mackenzie,  a  soldier,  for  robbing  a  per- 
son named  Temple,  on  Shields  road,  was  executed  at  the  Westgate, 
Newcastle.  He  had  written  a  confession  the  night  before,  which  he 
intended  speaking  at  the  gallows,  but  his  spirits  failed  him  before  he 
had  got  two  lines  of  it  delivered.  During  the  execution  of  Mackenzie,  a 
butcher  belonging  to  Newcastle,  named  William  Bobson,  who  had  also 
attended  the  execution  of  Enowles,  suddenly  dropped  down,  near  the 
gallows,  and  instantly  expired.  It  may  perhaps  aJFord  an  useful  hint 
to  those  who  habituate  themselves  in  the  practice  of  profane  swearing, 
to  be  told  that  this  young  man  was  so  addicted  to  that  vice,  as  fre- 
quently, on  the  most  trivial  occasion,  to  exclaim,  God  strike  me  dead  / 
Probably  the  last  invocation  was  regarded. — Ifnd. 

September  23. — The  foundation  stone  of  St.  John's  lodge  of  free 
and  accepted  masons,  in  Low  Friar  street,  Newcastle,  was  laid  by 
Mr.  Francis  Peacock,  their  worshipful  master.  Underneath  the 
stone  was  placed  a  copper  plate,  with  an  elegant  Latin  inscription. 
It  was  dedicated,  October  16th,  1777,  with  great  solemnity.  To 
attend  the  ceremony  of  the  dedication  of  this  lodge,  there  was  the  most 
respectable  and  numerous  convention  of  that  order,  that  ever  appeared 
in  the  northern  parts  of  this  kingdom.  The  music  was  performed  by 
an  excellent  bond,  the  vocal  portion  by  the  best  voices  from  the  choir 
of  Durham  cathedral.  A  pathetic  exhortation  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Huntley,  and  an  elegant  oration,  displaying  the  antiquity,  progress, 
and  excellence  of  the  order,  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Scott  of  Simonbum. 
The  festival  was  held  in  the  new  assembly-room,  in  Westgate-street, 
where  near  four  hundred  of  the  brethren  dined  together. — Hutchinems 
Northd. 

October  12. — ^Thursday,   Miss  S of   Houghton-le-Spring, 

possessing  an  independent  fortune  of  one  thousand  guineas,  eloped 
from  that  place,  with  a  young  supernumerary  of  the  excise,  on  a  ma- 
trimonial jaunt  to  Gretna  Green.  They  had  but  just  set  off  from 
Houghton,  when  the  young  lady's  mother  was  informed  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  lovers,  whom  she  immediately  pursued  on  horseback,  and 
came  up  with  them,  just  as  they  alighted  at  an  inn  near  the  Westgate, 
Newcastle,  where  she  vented  her  fury  not  only  by  threats  but  cufis, 
and  a  total  demolition  of  the  young  lady's  head  dress,  but  all  to  very 
little  purpose,  for  the  young  couple  contrived  to  slip  out  of  the  room, 
and  turning  the  key  on  the  old  lady,  kept  her  close  prisoner,  until 
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a  post  chaise  and  fr^h  horses  could  be  got  ready,  in  which  they  rode 
off  in  triumph. — Newe,  Weekly  Mag, 

1776  (Nov.  5). — The  ancient  and  honourable  society  of  free  and 
accepted  masons  of  St  Nicholas^  lodge,  Newcastle,  met,  and  under  the 
direction  and  immediate  inspection  of  John  Errington,  esq.,  of 
Beaufront,  provincial  grand  master,  for  Northumberland,  consecrated 
with  great  solemnity,  the  old  Assembly  Boom,  in  the  Groat  Market, 
their  lodge.  After  which  they  had  a  very  elegant  entertainment, — 
Local  Paipen. 

November  19. — Four  men  were  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  scaSbld  at 
Washington  new-winning  pit,  on  the  river  Wear. — Netoc.  Jour. 

December  5. — Died,  at  Northumberland  house,  London,  her  grace, 
Elizabeth,  duchess  of  Northumberland.  Her  grace  died  on  the  anni- 
versary of  her  birth  day,  having  just  completed  her  60th  year.  De- 
cember 18th,  at  night,  her  remains  were  interred  at  Westminster 
Abbey.  By  her  grace^s  repeated  desire,  the  funeral  was  as  private 
as  could  be  consistent  with  her  rank.  About  ten  o^clock  the  proces- 
sion moved  from  Northumberland  house.  Early  in  the  evening  many 
persons  had  gained  admittance  within  the  iron  gate  that  leads  to  the 
chapel  in  Westminster  Abbey,  where  the  remains  of  her  grace  were 
to  be  deposited,  several  of  whom  had  placed  themselves  upon  monu- 
ments and  other  parts,  the  better  to  see  the  procession  as  it  passed, 
and  a  number  of  men  and  boys  had  cUmbed  up  and  seated  themselves 
over  the  front  of  St.  Edmund^s  chapel,  which  joins  that  of  St.  Nicho- 
las. The  dean  and  attendants  had  not  passed  the  above-mentioned 
place  above  three  minutes,  before  the  whole  front  came  down,  consist- 
ing of  thick  heavy  oak,  with  iron  bars,  and  part  of  the  stone  work, 
supposed  in  the  whole  to  be  upwards  of  three  tons  weight.  The 
shrieks  of  the  sufferers  are  not  to  be  described,  and  amongst  others 
were  the  following  accidents : — One  gentlemen  had  both  his  legs  bro- 
ken, a  little  boy  met  with  the  same  misfortune,  three  persons  had 
their  arms  broken  and  were  otherwise  hurt,  a  soldier  of  the  guards 
was  cut  in  the  head  and  so  much  bruised  that  his  life  was  despaired 
of,  and  when  taken  up  was  covered  with  blood ;  many  others  were 
much  bruised  and  hurt.  This  terrible  misfortune  delayed  the  cero- 
mony  of  interment  upwards  of  two  hours. — Gents  Mag. 

December  24. — ^Died,  near  the  Barras-bridge,  Newcastle,  Guthbert 
Forster,  aged  101  years. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  a  survey  of  Durham  cathedra^  being  taken,  and  the 
fabric  adjudged  in  a  state  of  insecurity  and  rapid  decay,  a  thorough 
repair  was  immediately  commenced,  by  the  dean  and  chapter.  For 
several  years  the  expenses  of  this  repair  were  not  less  than  from 
j?l,600.  to  <£2,000,  mnxmllj.—Hutchittsan's  JDur. 
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1776. — WalliB  in  his  history  of  Northumberland,  mentionB  a  stork 
(Ardea  dconia^  Linn.)  having  been  killed,  this  year,  near  Gbollerford 
bridge.  Its  skin  was  nailed  up  against  the  wall  of  an  inn  at  that  place, 
and  drew  crowds  of  persons  from  the  adjacent  parts  to  view  it.  This 
fine  bird  is  now  seldom  if  ever  seen  in  Britain. 

A  more  eligible  road  from  Newcastle  to  Shields,  was  this  year 

formed  behind  Sandgato.    It  is  called  the  ^^New  Boad.*" LoccU 

Papers. 

This  year,  in  a  coal  mine  near  Sunderland,  a  large  toad  was  found 
alive  in  a  solid  coal,  near  190  feet  under  ground,  on  being  exposed  to 
the  air,  it  instantly  died. — IHd. 

This  year,  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  for  the  division  and 
inclosure  of  certain  open  common  fields,  stinted  pastures,  and  com- 
mons, moors,  or  waste  grounds,  within  the  manor  and  parish  of 
Corbridge,  in  Northumberland. — Ibid. 

1777  (Jan.) — ^Died,  at  Bed  worth,  near  Heighington,  Mrs.  Lane,  in 
the  101st  year  of  her  age ;  she  enjoyed  a  good  state  of  health  to  the 
last — IMd, 

January  15. — Died,  at  Alnwick,  of  the  onall-pox,  in  the  24th  year 
of  his  age,  that  great  and  celebrated  mathematician,  Mr.  William 
Wilkin.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  he  and  his  intimate  and 
ingenius  friend  Mr.  George  Goughron,  were  both  self-taught,  and 
both  fell  victims  to  the  small-pox  in  their  youth.  Their  works  in  the 
Diaries  and  other  publications,  will  remain  lasting  monuments  of  their 
acquirements. — Hid. 

February  2. — ^Died,  at  the  east  end  of  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Ann 
Forster,  at  the  amazing  age  of  123.  She  retained  her  memory  in 
wonderful  perfection,  until  a  few  days  before  her  death;  had  been 
supported  only  a  few  years  by  the  parish,  and  the  small  contributions 
of  individuals.  In  her  early  years,  she  assisted  in  carrying  ballast 
from  lighters  in  the  river  to  the  BaUast-hills,  now  a  public  depository 
for  the  dead.  She  was  bom  in  the  latter  end  of  Oliver  Gromwell^s 
protectorship ;  and  could  remember  the  building  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Ousebum,  at  the  Low  Glass-houses,  at  which  time  she  was  about 
nine  or  ten  years  old. — Ibid. 

February  8. — Died,  at  her  house,  in  Northumberland  Street,  New- 
castle, Mrs.  Waters,  a  widow  lady,  in  her  103  year. — Ibid. 

February  12. — About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  impressed 
men  on  board  the  Union  tender  at  Shields,  rose  upon  the  crew  and 
took  possession  of  the  ship,  and  notwithstanding  the  fire  from  the 
other  tenders,  and  Clifibrd^s  fort,  carried  her  out  to  sea.  On  the  14th, 
advice  was  received  of  her  safe  arrival  at  Scarborough,  and  that  only 
seventeen  men  had  quitted  her. — Ibid. 
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1777  (Feb.  U).— Died,  in  London,  in  the  69th 
year  of  his  age,  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart., 
son  and  heir  of  air  Walter  Calverley,  of  Cal- 
•sT""      TBI     ~     ~y  verley  and   Esholt,  in  Yorkshire.      He  was 
[■W"  ^  W'!      bom  December  the  29th  1708;  and  had  an 
act  of  parliament,  2l8t  of  March,  1733,  to 
enable  him  to  take  and  use  the  surname  of 
Blackett  only,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  mr  Wil- 
liam Bla«kett,  bart.    On  the  13th  of  October 
in  the   same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  Newcafltle,  and  was  mayor  of  tJiat 
'  town  in  1735,  1748,  1 756,  1764,  and  1771 ;  high-sheriff  of  Northum- 
berland in  1732.  and  M.  P.  for  NewcasUe  in  1734,  1741,  1747,  1764, 
176R,  and  for  the  seventh  time  in  1774,  after  a  severe  contest  of  eight 
days.     In  his  life  time  he  was  a  muniticient  contributor  to  public 
works  and  private  charities.     In  1731  sir  Walter  Blackett  entered 
warmly  into  the  measures  adopted  for  establishing  the  Newcastle  in- 
firmary ;  subscribed  d£'200.  towards  the  building,  and  £aCi.  a  year  in 
support  of  the  institution;  and  five  years  after  gave  ^1,000.  to  it. 
.flO.  of  the  interest  of  that  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  chaplain  of  the 
institution.     If  greatness  of  character  consists  in  usefulnesa,  rir  Wal- 
ter Blackett  certainly  deserved  the  name  of  a  great  man.     His  splen- 
dour was  the  power  that  kept  many  thousand  hands  in  motion — that 
cheered  and  comforted  the  feeble  and  the  destitute.     His  works  and 
charities  are  still  the  grateful  theme  of  common  conversation.  There 
are  full-iength  portraits  of  him  at  Wallington,  and  in  the  infirmary  in 
Newcastle,   by  Keynolda;*   and  half-lengths  at  Nettlecombe,  and  at 
Mr.  Richmond's,  of  Humshaugh ;  besides  an  engraved  portrait  by 
Fittler,  inBrand's  Newcastle,  and  a  copy  of  it  in  Straker's  "  Memoin 
of  his  Public  Life." — HodgsoiCt  Nortkd. 

February  24. — Lieutenant  Oakes,  on  the  impress  service  at  Shields, 
having  had  information  that  the  seamen  or  board  the  colliers  had  left 
their  ships,  and  taken  boats  to  hinder  the  vessels  from  sailing  that 
were  then  ready ;  ordered  his  boats  to  be  manned,  and  to  prevent  any 
ill  consequences  from  resistance,  took  two  blunderbusses  loaded  with 
bird  shot.  On  seeing  a  boat  oontaining  about  twenty  men,  he  rowed 
towards  it,  but  before  he  could  rea«h  it,  they  had  got  close  to  the 
ships  and  got  on  board  the  Present  Succession,  John  Heed,  master, 
where  they  mustered  on  the  forecastle,  joined  by  a  great  number  of 
seamen  from  different  ships ;  and  whilst  Mr.  Oakes  was  employed  in 
securing  those  for  his  majesty's  service  who  bad  not  got  out  of  the 

•  ('resented  to  Ilia t  instilution  hy  sir  JolinTrfvelrBn,  bart. 
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boat,  those  on  board  threw  large  coals  and  billets  of  wood  at  him, 
threatening  his  life  in  the  most  opprobrious  manner,  and  paying  no 
regard  to  the  remonstrances  and  expostulations  which  he  made  use 
of,  they  continued  their  unwarrantable  proceedings  so  obstinately, 
that  he  presented  a  gun  three  times,  and  at  last  elevated  it  to  throw 
the  shot  above  the  men'^s  heads,  but  it  hung  fire,  and  upon  his  taking 
it  from  his  shoulder  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  it  went  off  and 
wounded  one  of  the  men  assembled  on  board  the  Present  Succession, 
80  much,  that  be  afterwards  died.  It  was  thought  scarcely  possible 
for  Mr.  Oakes  and  his  people  to  have  escaped  with  their  lives. — 
Local  Papers. 

1777  (April). — Died  in  the  township  of  Woolviston,  near  Stockton, 
John  Mowbray,  aged  upwards  of  100  years.  His  wife  was  then  living, 
and  was  above  100  years. — lUd. 

May  3. — During  a  thunder  storm,  the  house  of  Hannah  Wanlass 
and  her  son,  at  Ouston,  near  Ghester-le-Street,  was  struck  by  the 
lightning.  It  entered  the  house  by  the  roof,  and  descended  to  the 
ground  floor,  where  Mr.  Wanlass  (her  son),  and  three  of  his  children 
were  sitting  by  the  fire-side,  struck  one  of  the  children  on  one  side  of 
the  head,  and  laid  it  insensible  for  some  hours,  threw  the  father  and 
the  other  two  children  off  their  seats,  one  upon  another,  without  hurt- 
ing them,  a  cat,  sitting  by  the  fireside  was  severed  into  four  parts  by 
the  lightning,  which  also  set  the  bedding  and  furniture  on  fire,  and 
all  was  totally  consumed. — Ibid. 

June. — There  was  a  very  great  flood  in  the  high  quarter  of  Hex- 
hamshire ;  the  water  descended  as  it  were  in  sheets,  and  smoking 
along  the  ground,  on  a  sudden  turned  small  rivulets  into  unfordable 
streams,  the  ground  was  torn  up  in  many  places,  some  houses  filled 
with  water,  and  even  in  danger  of  being  carried  away ;  stone  walls 
were  thrown  down,  pavements  demolished,  and  the  materials  rolled  to 
a  considerable  distance. — JHd. 

October  2. — The  Dispensary,  at  Newcastle,  was  first  opened  in  a 
house  in  Pilgrim  Street;  but,  upon  the  funds  for  supporting  this 
laudable  charity  accumulating,  the  governors  were  enabled  to  make  a 
purchase  of  the  free  masons^  lodge  (St.  John^s,),  in  Low  Friar  Street, 
to  which  it  was  removed  in  1790. — IMd. 

November. — Some  workmen  pulling  down  an  old  house  at  Whit- 
bum,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  found  several  pieces  of  old  silver  coin 
of  various  inscriptions,  coined  in  different  reigns  some  above  250  years 
old,  and  others  as  late  as  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I. — HukhimwCB 
Dur. 

November  3. — At  night,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  stackyard 
at  Fo^ton-hall,  near  Alnmouth,  in  Northumberland,  which,  before  it 
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could  be  got  imiier,  conBumed  upwarda  of  twenty  stacks  of  corn, 
mofltly  wheat.  The  dweUing-hoiue,  the  hay,  and  one  stack  of  barley, 
were  saved.  It  was  strongly  suspected  to  have  been  the  woi^  of  in- 
cendiaries, as  many  of  the  stacks  were  on  fire  at  the  same  time. — 
Local  Faperg. 

1777  (Nor.  16). — At  night,  the  custom-house,  at  Hartlepool,  was 
burnt  down ;  a  large  seizure  of  goods  had  been  lodged  there  the  day 
before,  &om  which  there  was  great  reason  to  believe  it  had  heea 
maliciously  set  on  fire. — Rid. 

Within  the  door  of  the  chapter-house  of  Hulne  abbey,  near  Aln- 
wick, there  was,  this  year,  found  a  skeleton,  extremely  perfect,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  one  of  the  superiors  of  the  convent. — Ibid. 


HoLNE  Abbey. 


The  Society  of  Arts,  this  year,  presented  the  silver  medal  to  Messrs. 
Callander,  of  Newcastle,  for  cultivating  and  curing  riiubarb. — Ihid. 

This  year,  there  was  an  order  of  common  council  for  conveying  the 
water  in  Spring-gardens,  at  the  head  of  Oallowgate,  Newcastle,  into 
that  town  for  public  use. — Brand. 

AVallsend,  the  Segedunum  of  the  Notitia,  and  once  the  most 
eastern  station  on  the  line  of  the  Wall,  has,  ever  since  this  year, 
been  the  sit*  of  the  working  pit  of  the  great  and  famous  collieiy  of 
Wallsend. — Hodgton's  Northd, 

1778. — Claypath  chapel  (Independent),  Durham,  founded.  The 
repster  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  17S1  to  1804,  and 
from  1778  to  1837,  and  of  burials  1  entry  in  1830.—.^.  of  Pari  (ki». 


X.D.  Xi  I  O.J  TABLE   BOOK.  255 

1778  (Jan.  26). — Died,  at  Pieroebridge,  near  Darlington,  Mary 
Hildray,  agod  107  years,  a  tenant  to  lionl  Dariington,  and  the 
Baby  family,  near  90  years,  and  vaa  never  married. — Local  Papers, 
February  S. — Died,  at  Hexham,  Thomas  Graham,  aged  103  yearn. 
He  was  by  trade  a  tinker,  which  he  followed  till  within  a  few  hours 
of  his  death  ;  but  his  character  was  the  very  reverse  of  the  gener^ty 
of  people  of  that  denomination.  He  served  as  a  piivate  soldier  in 
King  William's  army. — Ibid. 

April  6. — Died,  at  Heaton,  near  New- 
castle, aged  67  years  Matthew,  Ridley,  esq. 
"  Bright  atar  of  Heaton, 
"  YoQ're  aye  onr  darliog  sweet  one, 
"  May  Heaven's  bleasingB  light  on 
«  Voiir  Lady,  bairns,  and  yon." 
He  was  mayor  of  Newcastle  in  1 733, 1 744, 
1751,  and  1769;  made  governor  of  the 
merchant's  company  in   1 739,   and  was 
one  of  the   unsucceaaful  candidates   for 
representing  Newcastle  in  parliament,  at 
the  dection  in  1741.     He  was,  however,  M.  P.  for  Newcastle  in  the 
five  successive  parliament  from  1747  to  1774,  in  which  last-named 
year  be  retired  from  that  office  on  account  of  declining  health.     In 
the  rebellion  in  1745,  he  stood  in  Newcastle  at  the  head  of  the  sup* 
porters  of  the  reigning  family,  and   "by  his  prudence  and  activity 
averted  the  attack  meditated  against  that  town  by  the  enemies  of  the 
house  of  Brunswick,  and  thereby  materially  checked  the  progress  of 
their  arms.     There  is  a  tine  monument  to  his  memory,  by  Bacon,  in 
St.  Nicholas'  churoh,  Newcastle.     It  is  of  marble,  and  condsts  of  a 
statue  of  him  as  large  as  life,  on  epitaph,  and  various  emblematical 
figures.     His  public  character  was  spiritedly  drawn  by  a  friend  in  the 
Newcastle  courant,  and  is  given  m  Brand's  Newcastle,  ii.  550. — 
Hodgson' t  Northd. 

April  26. — Died,  in  Newgate  street,  Newcastle,  Mrs.  Slack,  wife 
of  Mr,  Slack,  printer  and  publisher  of  the  Newcastle  Chronicle,  To 
her  literary  abilities,  the  public  were  indebted  for  several  valuable 
pubhcations  (Fisher's  Graiamar  and  Tutor,  the  Pleasing  Ifotructor, 
Sre.J,  adapted  to  the  use  of  schools,  as  well  as  private  instruction, 
which  will  remain  lasting  monuments  to  her  memory. — Local  See. 

1778  (May  1). — About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning,  the  right  hon. 
lord  Algernon  Percy,  received  an  express  irom  the  secretary  at  war, 
ordering  the  Northumberland  militia  to  march  to  Newcastle  and  Tyne- 
mouth  barracks.  In  cooseqaence  of  which,  they  marched  early  in 
the  morning,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Felton,  his  lordship  generously 
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ordered  them  refreshment,  after  which  they  jH^oceeded,  and  on  the 
2nd,  arrived  in  Newcoatle,  where  they  were  received  with  the  greatest 
joy  by  the  inhabitants,  nho  expressed  a  heart-felt  pleasure  in  seeing  a 
Pbrcy  heading  Northumbria's  martial  sons.  His  lordship  marched  at 
the  head  of  them  hke  a  true  veteran  disdaining  fatigue,  all  the  road, 
excepting  a  mile  or  two  after  leaving  Morpeth,  occasionMl  by  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain. — Local  Papers. 

May  10. — Susannah  Comer,  widow,  aged  106  years,  was  buried  at 
Hartlepool. — IMd. 

Early  this  month,  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Durham,  and  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  was  held  at  Northumberland-houBe,  to  consider  of  the  defence 
of  the  coasts  of  those  counties,  from  the  fuiticipated  invasion  of  the 
French ;  it  was  resolved  that  immediate  application  should  be  made  to 
government,  by  the  duke  of  Northumberland  and  lord  Darlington, 
the  lord  lieutenants,  for  five  re^ments,  three  of  militia,  and  two  of 
the  line,  besides  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  to  foe  stationed  at  Sunderland, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  Morpeth,  and  Alnwick, — two  thousand  super- 
numerary stand  of  arms,  and  two  large  ships  of  war,  one  to  be  station- 
ed at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  at  Shields,  and  the  other  at  Sunder- 
land.    These  measures  were  agreed  to. — Chatto's  Col. 

May  16. — A  subscription  was  collected  at  Newcastle  for  the  defence 
of  that  town,  its  port  and  neighbourhood,  which  amounted  to  .fl,784. 
15s.,  to  which  the  corporation  contributed  £1,000. — Brand. 
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1778  (May). — ^Died  at  Sunderland,  Mary  Shield,  aged  105  years. 
She  retained  the  use  of  all  her  faculties  until  the  time  of  her  death. — 
Local  Papers, 

This  month,  as  the  John  and  Mary,  Captain  Cummins,  in  the  coal 
trade  from  Newcastle  to  London,  was  casting  her  ballast  on  Mr. 
Cookson'^s  quay,  at  South  Shields,  some  silver  coin  was  accidentally 
discovered  in  it,  when  a  number  of  people  were  set  to  work  with  rid- 
dles,, and  a  great  many  gold  and  silver  coins  were  found,  the  latter 
were  the  shillings  and  sixpences  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and 
the  former  of  the  Henrys,  value  about  17s.  each,  and  very  fresh. 
The  ballast  had  been  taken  up  in  the  river  Thames. — lUd. 

July  23. — The  right  rev.  John  Egerton,  lord  bishop  of  Durham, 
confirmed  1,800  persons  in  St.  Nicholas^  church,  Newcastle,  and  on 
the  same  day,  the  right  worshipful  John  Hedley,  esq.,  mayor,  gave 
a  sumptuous  entertainment  at  the  mansion-house,  to  the  bishop,  and 
all  the  clergy  present  at  the  confirmation;  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Northumberland,  the  earls  Percy,  Darlington,  Scarborough,  and 
Fauconberg ;  the  lords  Bavensworth,  Algernon  Percy,  and  Fielding, 
and  several  gentlemen  of  distinction. — Brand. 

August  5. — ^A  deed  was  executed  for  the  incorporation  of  a  society, 
styled  the  Union  Society,  at  North  Shields,  for  the  insurance  of  ships 
belonging  to  the  port  of  Tyno,  to  continue  for  twenty-one  years. — 
Local  Papers. 

September  30. — The  remains  of  a  young  woman  'were  interred  at 
All  Saints^  church,  in  Newcastle,  who  died  in  the  loth  year  of  her 
age,  and  what  was  very  extraordinary  the  body  was  six  feet  four 
inches  in  length. — Ibid. 

October  10. — As  some  workmen  were  digging  gravel  for  repairing 
the  highways,  near  the  free  school,  at  Haydon-bridge,  they  found 
a  human  skeleton  of  an  extraordinary  size :  the  skull  was  entire, 
and  all  the  teeth  in  the  jaws ;  two  or  three  dropped  out  after  it  got 
air ;  the  under  jaw  was  very  strong  and  had  all  the  teeth  perfect  ex- 
cept one  in  the  middle,  which  seemed  to  have  had  some  defect  before 
death,  though  not  out. — Ibid. 

October  20. — Died,  at  the  Low  Fell,  about  two  miles  from  New- 
castle, Margaret  Fenwick,  in  the  111th  year  of  her  age.  She  enjoy- 
ed good  health  until  within  a  few  days  of  her  death,  and  retained  her 
senses  to  the  last.  A  few  years  before  her  death,  she  entertained  on 
new-year Vday,  at  her  own  house,  107  of  her  descendants,  consisting 
of  her  children,  grand-children,  and  great-grand-children.  She  in- 
dulged a  peculiar  whim  at  every  return  of  her  birth-day,  which  was, 
to  add  to  her  stock,  a  new  pewter  spoon ;  so  that  at  her  death,  she 
had  as  many  spoons  as  she  had  numbered  years. — Ibid. 
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1778  (Oot.  28). — A  society  for  the  iiunirance  of  shipci  bdongiiig  to 
Newcastle,  had  their  first  meeting,  and  became  a  body  corporate.— 
Brcmd. 

The  same  day,  a  new  dissenting  meeting-house  on  Maling^s  Sigg, 
Sunderland,  of  which  the  rev.  Mr.  Heslop,  was  pastor,  was  opened  by 
the  rev.  James  Murray,  of  Newcastle. — Li>cdl  Papers. 

November  6. — ^A  newly  invented  machine  for  drawing  cools  by 
water  was  set  a-going  at  Willington  colliery,  on  the  river  Tyne.  Its 
performances  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  uniformly 
drawing  30  corves,  20  pecks  each,  in  one  hour,  from  a  depth  of  101 
fathoms. — Ibid, 

November  23. — The  new  theatre,  at  Sunderland,  was  opened  with 
the  tragedy  of  Percy  and  other  entertainments. — Ibid. 

This  year,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Donnison  left  £\^bW.  for  the  purpose 
of  founding  a  perpetual  school  for  teaching  poor  girls  belonging  to 
the  parish  of  Sunderland,  reading  and  sewing.  Thirty-six  girls  are 
taught  and  clothed ;  each  girl  receives  a  fuU  suit  of  clothes  at  Christ- 
mas, part  of  a  suit  at  midsummer,  and  two  pair  of  shoes. — Surtees. 

Park  chapel,  Monkwearmouth,  was  built  this  year. — Local  Sec. 

This  year,  a  small  corps  of  volunteers  was  raised  in  Stockton,  for 
the  protection  of  that  town.  A  similar  corps,  called  Prussians^  had 
been  raised  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion  in  1745,  for  the  same  loyal 
purpose. — Brewster. 

1779  (Feb.  9).— Died,  at  Kirkley,  near  Ponteland,  in  the  22nd 
year  of  his  age,  Mr.  John  Eidd,  teacher  of  the  mathematics,  one  of 
the  most  surprising  geniuses  of  his  age  (the  celebrated  Goughron  and 
Wilkin  excepted)  that  this,  or  perhaps  any  other  nation  can  boast 
of. — Local  Papers. 

February  15. — On  the  airival  of  the  news  in  Newcajstle  of  the  ac- 
quittal of  admiral  Eeppel,*  there  was  a  grand  illumination  in  that 
town  and  Oateshead,  during  which  the  bells  were  kept  ringing,  ac- 
companied with  frequent  firing  of  guns.  The  next  evening  an  effigy 
of  sir  Hugh  Palliser,  in  the  naval  uniform,  was  paraded  through  the 
several  streets  of  Newcastle,  to  the  Bigg  Market,  where  it  was  con- 
signed to  the  flames,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  great  concourse  of 
spectators*.  During  the  whole  transaction,  the  greatest  order  pre- 
vailed. On  the  18th,  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  trinity-house,  in 
Newcastle,  resolved  to  present  the  hon.  Augustus  Eq>pel,  admiral  of 
the  blue,  with  the  freedom  of  that  body,  which  was  transmitted  to 


*  Admiral  Keppel  having  been  charged  by  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  with  ^  neglect,  incapaci- 
ty," Ac.,  in  the  engagement  with  count  D'Orvilliers,  off  Ushant,  on  the  27Ch  of  JbIjt 
1778. 
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bim  on  April  14th,  in  an  eleguit  gold  box-f-  at  thoir  joint  expenoe. 
Haroh  the  22nd,  the  thanks  of  the  mayor,  the  aldermen,  sheriff,  and 
oommon  council  of  Newoaatie,  were  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  ad- 
miral Eeppel,  on  his  hononiable  acquittal,  for  hie  long  and  eminent 
serrioefl  to  his  king  and  eonutry.  The  letter  wa«  conveyed  through 
the  hands  of  mr  M.  W.  Bidley,  bart.,  and  the  admiral  returned  his 
varmeet  thanks  for  the  honour  done  him,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
Hugh  Hornby,  eeq.,  mayor  of  Newoastle.  Almost  every  town  and 
village  in  the  two  counties,  testified  their  joy  by  rejoicings  and 
illuminations. — Local  Popov. 

1779  (March'6). — The  AnU-gallican,  privateer,  of  Newoastle,  sail- 
ed from  Shields  on  a  six  months'  cruize  against  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  being  the  first  that  ever  sailed  from  that  port,  completely 
fitted  and  maimed. — Ibid. 

March  21. — The  Heart  of  Oak,  privateer,  mounting  33  guns,  be- 
longing to  Newcastle,  sailed  from  Shields  on  a  six  months'  cruize. 
She  was  exceedingly  well  fitted  oat,  and  oarried  150  men. — Ibid. 


TYNEMOUTH  CiiaTLB,  BiST  FBONT.— 177». 

April  10. — During  the  night,  eight  of  the  French  prisoners  made 
their  escape  from  their  place  of  confinement  at  Tynemouth,  by  break- 
ing threi^  the  wall  into  an  uninhabited  house,  and  from  thence 
escaping  by  a  back  door.  As  soon  as  dieir  flight  was  discovered, 
parties  of  the  Northumberland  militia,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 

t  Tbe  inacription  on  the  tid  of  the  box  tna  as  Tallovi ;— "  The  gift  of  the  oorporBtJoa 
of  the  Trinitj-hoiue,  in  Newcastle  upon  Tjne,  to  the  Hon.  Angmitiu  Keppel,  adiniral  of 
tbe  blue,  Ac-  Ac.,  in  testimon;  of  their  hi^h  regard  for  hia  mauy  laithfiil  and  important 
serrkes  lo  hu  cannlry,  particnlBrly  for  liiagillAiit  condnct  on  the  37tli  and  28lh  of  Joly, 
1778."    TbeadminlretaniedBletlerorthaakBdBted  Andlej  Street,  2lat  of  April,  1779. 
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men,  were  detached  to  yariouB  parts  of  the  coantry  to  apprehend 
them ;  and  about  nme  o^cIock  on  the  following  morning,  they  were  all 
taken  in  the  neighbom'hood  of  Seaton  Delayal,  and  brought  back  to 
their  old  quarters,  where  they  were  handcuffed. — Local  Papers. 

1779  (April  30). — Felling  colliery,  on  the  river  Tyne,  belonging  to 
Charles  Brandling,  esq.,  was  won,  when  that  gentleman  gave  a  plen- 
tiful dinner  and  a  hearty  regale  to  the  workmen.  And  on  the  4th  of 
May,  he  gave  a  grand  entertainment  at  Gosforth-house  on  the  same 
occasion. . — lUd. 

May  23. — About  two  o'*clock  in  the  morning,  a  French  frigate  of 
twenty-four  guns,  two  cutters,  and  a  schooner,  appeared  a  little  to 
the  southward  of  Tynemouth,  when  they  fell  in  with  a  large  fleet  of 
laden  colliers  and  other  vessels  from  Shields,  several  of  which  the 
enemy  took.  A  small  brig,  called  the  Mary,  mounting  only  three 
guns»  fought  her  way  through  both  the  cutters  for  near  an  hour,  and 
escaped,  much  shattered  in  her  masts  and  rigging.  A  shameful  neg- 
lect appeared  on  this  occasion  in  the  want  of  ammunition  at  the 
Spanish  battery  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. — lUd. 

May  28. — On  the  arrival  of  the  news,  at  Alnwick  castle,  of  the 
celebration  of  earl  Percy^s  nuptials,  the  cannon  belonging  that  noble 
edifice,  proclaimed  in  repeated  voUies,  the  joyful  tidings.  Sir  Alex- 
ander Gilmore,  bart.,  major  Cathcart,  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
10th  regiment  of  foot,  then  in  Alnwick,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
town,  in  honour  of  that  event,  and  to  testify  their  esteem  for  the 
noble  earl,  met  at  the  castle,  where  they  were  elegantly  entertained. 
The  populace  were  also  plentifully  re^ed  with  good  ale  from  the 
castle  cellars.  A  large  bon-fire  was  made  near  the  gateway,  and 
others  in  the  streets  and  market-place ;  which,  with  the  illumination 
of  the  town  afforded  a  most  magnificent  and  pleasing  scene. — Und, 

This  month,  died  at  Lairchild,  near  Alnwick,  George  Bolam ;  aged 
107  years,  he  retained  his  faculties  to  the  last. — lUd. 

July  29. — Was  launched  at  Howdon-dock,  on  the  river  Tyne,  near 
North  Shields,  his  majesty^s  frigate,  the  Syren,  of  28  guns,  command- 
ed by  captain  Dodd,  and  was  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  finest  firigates 
in  the  navy. — Ibid, 

July. — At  the  assizes  at  Durham,  a  remarkable  case  was  heard. 
The  complaint  was  against  a  new  device  in  the  art  of  swindling. 
Several  females  had  sent  letters  to  sundry  gentlemen,  that  ^'  unless 
they  would  send  them  three  or  four  guineas  in  a  limited  time,  they 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  dubbing  them  with  the  honour  of 
Father.*"  Several  gentlemen,  both  married  and  single,  had  allowed 
themselves  to  be  fleeced,  rather  than  bear  the  rebufiis  of  their  neigh- 
bours.  However  at  last,  flushed  with  success,  these  Amazons  attacked 
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0ome  cold,  phlegmatic  characters,  whose  innocence  and  virtue  were 
not  to  be  laughed  out  of  countenance ; — ^two  of  these  gentlemen 
brought  the  action  against  some  of  the  most  noted  of  the  ladies  and 
their  amanuenses,  who  were  aU  sentenced  to  six  months  imprisonment, 
and  to  stand  four  times  in  the  pillory — Univ,  Mag. 

1779  (Aug.  14). — ^A  fine  fuD-length  portrait  of  his  majesty  Greorgo 
III.,  painted  by  Allan  Bamsay  (son  of  the  Scots  poet),  a  present  to 
the  town  of  Newcastle,  by  sir  Matthew  White  Bidley,  bart.,  was  put  up 
in  the  Guild-hall,  over  the  entrance  into  the  merchants^  court.  It  is 
now  at  the  west  end  of  the  guild-hall,  between  the  portraits  of  Gharles 
II.,  and  James  II. — Brand. 

August  15. — About  one  o^dock  in  the  afternoon,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  coast  of  Northumberland,  for  upwards  of  thirty  miles  in  extent, 
were  greatly  alarmed  by  an  incessant  firing  of  guns  at  sea,  many 
being  under  an  idea  that  the  French  were  attempting  a  landing. 
The  circumstance  was,  two  French  privateers,  one  of  18  and  the  other 
of  24  guns,  met  with  the  Content  armed  ship,  captain  Boy,  belong- 
ing to  government,  of  twenty  guns,  in  company  with  a  Oreenlandman 
(for  whose  hands  she  was  on  the  look  out),  about  two  or  three  miles 
off  Alnmouth,  when  a  sharp  engagement  ensued,  which  lasted  near 
two  hours,  and  was  visible  all  the  time  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  place 
and  neighbourhood.  At  last,  the  Content  compelled  the  Frenchman 
to  desist  and  stand  off  to  sea  with  all  the  sail  they  could  spread. 
Had  the  Greenlandman  (the  Freelove  of  Whitby),  stood  to  the  Con- 
tent, the  privateers  would  probably  have  been  taken,  as  she  mount- 
ed 14  guns,  but  being  afraid  of  herself,  she  run  close  in  shore. 
During  the  engagement  the  people  of  Alnmouth  went  to  Alnwick, 
and  applied  to  the  duke  of  Northumberland'*s  agent,  who  granted 
them  two  mounted  cannons  and  a  covered  waggon  firom  the  castle, 
which  they  immediately  conveyed  to  the  coast,  where  the  whole  coun- 
try joined  them,  and  made  a  formidable  appearance.  An  express 
was  also  sent  to  Morpeth  to  lord  Charles  Montague,  commander  of 
the  Huntingdon  militia,  whose  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  the  men 
turned  out  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  but  just  as  they  were  going  to 
inarch  with  two  covered  waggons  with  ammunition,  another  express 
arrived,  with  an  account,  that  the  Content  had  beat  off  the  two  priva- 
teers. On  this  occasion  a  very  laudable  spirit  appeared  in  the  young 
men  at  Morpeth,  who  mustered,  and  agreed  to  march  with  and  sup- 
port the  militia  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  in  the  defence  of  their 
country.  The  Content  had  one  man  killed,  named  Lashells,  belong- 
ing to  Newcastle ;  two  were  wounded,  one  of  them  had  both  his  arms 
shot  off;  the  other  was  wounded  in  the  arm. — Local  Papers, 

August  29. — ^Died  at  Cramlington,  in  Northumberland,  Mrs.  Hall, 
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aged  101  years,  widow  of  Mr.  Hall,  who  had  been  a  oonsiderable 
farmer  there. — Local  Papers. 

1779  (Sep.  20). — The  waggons  began  loading  the  coals  from  the 
new  won  colliery  on  Waldridge  Fell,  near  Ghester-le-Street,  (being 
the  first  from  that  colliery  belonging  to  William  JoIli£fe,  esq.),  to 
Fatfield  staith.  Some  thousands  of  people  attended,  preceded  by  a 
band  of  music,  colours  flying,  &c.  In  the  afternoon  they  returned  to 
the  houses  near  the  colliery,  where  an  excellent  cold  dinner  was  pro- 
vided, consisting  of  a  sheep  roasted  whole,  six  sheep  in  quarters,  and 
half  an  ox,  which  was  washed  down  with  18  barrels  of  good  ale.  The 
bells  at  Chester  were  rung  at  intervals  during  the  day. — Ibid. 

September  23. — Paul  Jones  appeared  on  the  coast  of  Northumber- 
land, after  having  made  a  regular  progress  round  Scotland.    He  had 
become  so  notorious,  that  his  appearance  on  this  coast,  where  he 
lingered  a  whole  day  and  captured  a  sloop,  caused  a  great  consterna- 
tion.   It  happened  a  few  days  before,  that  the  duke  of  Northumber- 
land's audit  had  been  held  at  the  castle,  and  the  whole  of  the  rents, 
mostly  paid  in  gold,  were  deposited  there,  these  would  have  afforded 
a  grand  prize  for  the  pirate,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  circumstance. 
The  bailiff  at  the  castle  was  most  firmly  persuaded  that  Paul  knew  of 
the  audit,  and  had  come  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the 
cash,  as  he  had  done  at  lord  Selkirk's  in  Scotland,  a  short  time  be- 
fore.   Under  this  impression,  he  prevailed  on  the  commander  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  militia  to  garriscm  the  castle,  and  prepare  some  of 
the  cannon  for  its  defence  during  the  night.    Accordingly  the  gates 
were  barricadoed  and  every  preparation  made  for  repelling  an  assault, 
but,  however,  the  castle  was  left  unmolested,  as  Paul  had  proceeded 
on  his  voyage,  and  on  the  above  day,  meeting  with  the  Baltic  fleet 
near  Flamborough  head,  on  the  coast  of  Yorkshire,  convoyed  by  the 
Serapis  frigate  of  44  guns,  commanded  by  captain  Pearson,  and  the 
countess  of  Scarborough,  armed  ship  of  20  guns,  commanded  by  captain 
Thomas  Piercy,  a  very  severe  action  took  place,  in  which  Jones  was 
victorious,  and  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarborough  were  taken, 
but  the  convoy  escaped.    The  result  was  one  of  the  most  memorable, 
naval  actions  upon  record  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  both  sides  shew- 
ing the  most  resolute  and  desperate  courage,  until  the  English,  over- 
powered by  numbers,  were  obliged  to  surrender.    Jones  commanded 
an  American  ship  of  war  called  the  Bon  Honmie  Bichard,  of  40  gans, 
and  379  men ;  a  frigate  called  the  Alliance,  of  40  guns,  and  300  men ; 
the  Pallas,  another  frigate,  (French)  of  30  guns,  and  275  men ;  and 
the  Vengeance,  an  armed  brig  of  12  guns,  and  70  men. — Ibid. 

November  9. — ^The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Chari- 
ton, near  Bellinghom,  in  Northumberland,  of  this  date — ^^It  is  no 
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more  extraordinary  than  true,  that  about  five  ducks  of  the  half  spe- 
cies, belonging  to  this  place,  being  given  to  a  carrier  last  Thursday 
(Nov.  4),  in  order  to  be  sold  at  Newcastle ;  and,  on  being  exhibited 
in  the  puUen-market,  one  of  them  made  its  escape,  and  the  very  iden- 
tical duck  arrived  here  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  after  its 
flight.'"    The  distance  is  thirty  miles. — Local  Papers. 

1779  (Nov.  15). — George  C^ark,  a  gormandizing  eccentric,  of  New- 
castle (well  known  by  the  name  of  Shipper  Olark)^  was  found  dead  in 
the  Folly-chare,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  through  want  and  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather.  On  searching  his  room  a  few  days  after  his 
death,  95  guineas  were  found  concealed  in  a  large  marrow-bone,  also 
^24.  in  Portugal  gold,  in  a  different  part  of  the  room.  He  had  been 
during  one  part  of  his  life,  bellman  of  Newcastle,  and  for  many  years 
before  his  death  apparently  the  most  meagre  and  indigent  mendicant 
that  ever  travelled  the  streets. — Local  Bee. 

December  2. — In  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind,  many  stacks  of  chim- 
nies  were  blown  down  at  Sunderland,  and  ships  driven  from  their 
moorings.  The  east  part  of  the  church-yard  wall  was  also  blown 
down,  and  two  men  buried  for  some  time  in  the  ruins :  one  of  them 
named  Muckle,  was  killed  on  the  spot.  At  the  High  Shield,  near 
Hexham,  a  part  of  a  house  was  blown  down,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell, 
vrith  four  children,  were  under  the  ruins  near  half  an  hour;  yet, 
providentially,  they  were  all  saved. — Local  Papers. 

December  8. — About  six  o^dock  in  the  evening,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  a  flax-loft  belonging  to  Mr.  T.  Eidd,  at  the  foot  of  the  passage 
leading  to  the  meeting-house  in  the  Groat-market,  Newcastle,  which, 
from  its  confined  situation,  and  a  spirit'-cellar  underneath  it,  exhibited 
an  aspect  truly  alarming  to  the  neighbourhood.  It  continued  burn- 
ing vrith  great  violence  till  after  eight  o^clock,  and  consumed  almost 
all  the  flax,  together  with  the  roof  and  floors  of  the  building.  The 
liquors  in  the  cellar  were,  by  the  exertions  of  the  neighbours,  happily 
preserved. — lUd. 

This  year.  Close  house,  in  Northumberland,  the  seat  of  Calverley 
Bewicke,  esq.,  was  built.  At  this  time,  an  old  chapel,  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  bow- window  at  the  east  end  of  the  house  was  puDed 
down. — Mackenzie's  Nortlid. 

A  presbjrterian  meeting-house  on  the  Bank-top  in  the  township  of 
Westoe,  near  South  Shields,  was  this  year  built.  It  was  considerably 
enlarged  in  1817.— iocaZ  Rec. 

A  fat  ox,  bred  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hill,  of  Blackwell,  was  killed  at 
Dariington,  and  sold  by  a  butcher  there  for  ,f  109.  lis.  6d.  This 
animal  weighed  160  stone,  lOlbs.  (at  14  pounds  to  the  stone)  of  which 
eleven  stone  was  tallow.     He  was  rising  six  years  old,  and  measured 
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fiix  feet  in  stature ;  was  in  length,  nine  feet  five-and-arhalf  inchea ; 
and  over  the  shoulders,  two  feet  ten  inches  broad  ;  he  was  in  girth, 
before  the  shoulders  nine  feet  seven-and-a-half  inches ;  behind  the 
shoulders,  ten  feet  eix  inches ;  and  over  the  loins,  nine  feet  aix-aod- 
three-quarter  inches. — Guide  to  Graft. 

1779. — A  fine  frigate,  called  the  Bellona,  was  built  for  govern- 
ment at  Stockton.  Soon  after  she  was  launched,  she  was  ordered  for 
Hull,  and  on  her  first  voyi^e  from  thence,  was  unfortunately  lost  in 
the  Texel, — Brewster  s  Stockton. 

In  repairing  the  cathedral  of  Durham,  a  stone  spout  was  thrown 
from  the  battlements,  on  the  under  side  of  which  was  the  accompany- 
ing inscription.     The  upper  side  was  hollowed ;  by  being  bedded  in 


the  lime,  the  charaeters  have  been  well  preserved.     There  had  been  a 
raised  rib  upon  the  centre  of  the  stone,  which  the  workmen  bad 
chiseUed  down.     Hutchinson  supposes  this  to  have  been  the  remains 
of  the  cross  of  St.  Ethelwold,  which  was  brought  from  the  church 
yard  of  Lindisfam,  and  placed  in  the  cemetry  garth  of  Durham. 
Leland  saw  it  and  describes  it  as  being  seven  feet  long,  but  be  was 
unable  to  read  the  inscription.     It  shared  the  sacrilegious  destruction 
which  deans  Horn  and  Whittingham  impiously  committed  on  our 
religious  antiquities.     Mr.  Pegge  is  of  opinion  that  the  two  uppCT 
lines  make  clearly  a  leonine  verse,  and  afford  a  full  sense. 
"  Per  cmcis  haac  forraam 
SancicE  crude  accipe  nonnam." 
The  other  two  lines  are  complete  in  themselves;  but  the  data  are 
not  sufficient  to  guess  how  to  fill  them  up. — HwtchifoorCt  Dur. 

1780  (Matvh  10).— Died,  at  Fatfield,  near  Chester-le-street,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Wilkinson,  aged  107  years. 

March  18. — About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
Northumberland  house,  London,  belonging  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Northumberland,  which  consumed  all  the  apartments  on  that  ode 
next  the  Strand,  and  a  great  part  of  the  gallery  within  the  gat«8.  It 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  firemen  oould  keep  the  flamea 
from  reaching  the  dwelling  apartments,  as  the  wind  blew  in  that 
direction.     About  nine  o'clock  the  fire  was  luckily  got  under.     The 
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rebuilding  the  wing  which  was  burnt  down  was  estimated  at  <f  10,000. 
besides  the  loss  of  great  part  of  his  grace''s  valuable  library,  and  several 
capital  pictures. — Local  Rec, 

1780  (June  10). — Died,  in  the  100th  year  of  his  age,  Matthew 
Swinhoe,  of  the  trinity-house,  in  Newcastle. — Local  Papers. 

July  10. — Died,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  Newcastle,  Mrs.  Gomeldon, 
a  gentlewoman  of  liberal  education,  a  great  adept  in  natural  history 
and  philosophy,  and  a  generous  benefactress  to  the  poor.  This  lady 
published  a  work  entitled  "  The  Medley ^  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lying- 
in-hospital,  and  for  which  she  received  the  following  compliment : — 
"  The  Governors  of  the  Lying-ivrhospital  present  their  thanks  to  Mrs, 
Gomeldon  for  the  large  iene/etction  of  £53,  lOs.  Id,  being  the  net  pro- 
duce  arising  from  the  publication  of  The  Medley, — Newcastle^  December 
3rrf,  1768.**^  Mrs.  Gomeldon  had  a  portrait  of  herself  engraved,  in 
size  about  15  inches  high,  by  9  inches  broad,  copies  of  which  were 
distributed  amongst  her  acquaintance.  She  had  remarkably  fine 
teeth  which  she  carefully  preserved  as  they  fell  out  through  age,  and 
had  their  enamel  set  in  rings  which  were  presented  to  her  immediate 
friends.  She  fell  in  love  with  the  name  of  captain  James  Cook,  and 
wished  to  accompany  him  round  the  world  when  he  went  his  first 
voyage. — J,  BelPs  Col.  ^c, 

October  2. — The  right  rev.  John  Egerton,  lord  bishop  of  Durham, 
was  pleased  to  revive  the  ancient  corporation  of  that  city,  by  granting 
the  burgesses  a  new  charter — ^the  old  one  granted  by  bishop  Matthew, 
in  1602,  having  for  some  years  before,  been  dissolved,  and  the  bur- 
gesses rendered  incapable  of  acting  under  it, — when  John  Drake 
Bainbridge,  esq.  was  elected  mayor,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
aldermen :  Thomas  Bainbridge,  Joseph  Airey,  Ralph  Bowser,  Rich- 
ard Shuttleworth,  John  Lowther,  Thomas  Dunn,  John  Potts,  Chris- 
topher Hopper,  John  Starforth,  William  Kirton,  John  Hall,  and 
William  Archer,  esqrs. ;  William  Amber,  esq.,  recorder ;  Martin 
Wilkinson,  esq.,  town-clerk.  The  greatest  demonstrations  of  joy  were 
shewn  in  the  city  upon  this  occasion.  In  the  evening,  the  mayor 
gave  a  grand  entertainment  in  the  town-hall,  which  was  beautifully 
flluminated.  The  succession  of  mayors  under  the  new  charter  is  as 
follows : — 

John  Drake  Bainbridge,  appointed  by  charter,  October  2,  1780 — Ralph 
Bowser,  elected  October  1,  1781. — Richard  Shuttleworth,  September  30, 
1782.— William  Kirton,  October  6, 1783.— Thomas  Dunn,  October  4, 1784. 
— John  Starforth,  October  3,  1785. — Christopher  Hopper,  October  2,  178(>. 
— John  Potts,  October  1,  1787- — John  James,  October  6,  1788. — George 

Finch,  October  5,  1789 — Thomas  Chipchase,  October  4,  1790 WUliam 

Shields,  October  3,  1791 Gilbert  Starforth,  October  1,  1792.— Thomas 

VOL.  n.  2  M 
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AuHtiDj  September  30,  1793.— John  Drake  Bainbridge,  October  6,  1704.— 
William  Kirton,  October  5,  1795.— John  Starfortb,  October  3,  1796.— 
John  Hutchinson,  October  2,  1797.— Christopher  Hopper,  October  1,  1798, 
Tefuaing  to  accept  the  office,  was  fined  ten  guineas,  and  on  the  day  foUowii^ 
John  Potto  was  elected, — John  James,  September  30,  ]  799. — George  Finch, 
October  6,  1800.— Martin   Dunn,  October  5,  1801.— Thomas  Chipchase, 

the  younger,  October  4,  1802 Thomas  Chipchase,  October  3,  1803— 

John  Dixon,  October  1,  1804.— Willinm  Shields,  September  30,  1805^ 
Thomas  Austin,  October  6,  1806.— Thomas  Dunn,  October  5,  1807— 
John  Hutchinson,  October  3,  1808.— Martin  Dunn,  October  2,  1809.— 
Thomas  Wilkinson,  October  1,  1810. — Thomas  Chipchase,  the  younger, 
September  30,  1811.— John  Dixon,  October  6,  1812.— Thomas  Dunn,  Oc- 
tober 4,  1813.— Thomas  Wilkinson,  October  3, 1814.— Rer.  Edward  Dari- 
son,  October  2, 1815 Thomas  Austin,  September  30, 1816.— Jidin  Hutch- 
inson, October  6,  1817- — Edward  Shippardson,  October  5,  1818. — Richard 
Kirton,  October  4,  1819— Robert  Waugh,  October  2,  1820^-ThMna§ 
Chipchase,  the  younger,  October  1,  1821. — John  Wetherell  Hays,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1822— Ralph  Hutchinson,  October  6,  1823.— William  Shields,  the 
younger,  October  4,  1824 — John  Hutchinson,  October  3,  1825. — William 
Stoker,  October  2,  1826.— Robert  Orington,  October  1,  1827 — Robert 
Robson,  October  6,  1828.— John  Wolfe,  Octo)>er  5,  1829.— Thwias  Chip- 
chase, October  4,  1830. — John  Dixon,  October  3,  1831. — John  Hall,  Octo- 
ber 1,  1832— James  Young,  September  30,  1833.— George  Rotiem,  Octo- 
ber, 1834.  Mr.  Robson  continued  in  office  until  the  period  of  the  first 
election  of  mayor  under  the  Municipal  Reform  Act,  in  January,  1836. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


HE  25th  of  October  being  the  onniver-' 
sary  of  the  accession  of  king  George  III, 
when  he   entered   into  the  twenty-first 
year  of  hia  reign,  was  observed  in  New- 
castle with  great  rejoicings.     The  lOth 
rej^ent  of  foot  was  reviewed  on  the 
town-moor,   by    lieutenant-general    lord 
Adorn  Gordon.     The  regiment  made  a 
very    fine    appearance,    and    perfoimed 
what    was     prescribed    with    precision. 
The  right  worshipful  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  sheriff,  went  to  St. 
Nicholas'  church,  where  the  rev.  Mr.  Ellison  preached  an  excellent 
sermon  on  the  occasion.     They  afterwards  returned  to  the  Sandhill, 
where  sir  George  Savilo's  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire  militia  were 
drawn  up,  and  fired  three  excellent  volhes,  when  his  majesty's  health 
was  drunk,  amidst  the  acchimations  of  the  people,  after  which,  Mr. 
Mayor  gave  a  grand  entertainment  at  the  mansion-house,  to  lord 
Adam  Gordon,  commander-in-chief,  of  the  district,  the  earl  of  Scar- 
borough, sir  George  Savile,  lord  Lumley,  the  officers  of  both  corps, 
and  many  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood.     In  the 
evening  there  was  an  assembly. — Local  Papers. 

November  11. — Died,  at  North  Shields,  Mrs.  Bavens,  aged  100 
years,  who,  for  upwards  of  sixty  years,  followed  the  business  of  mid- 
wife in  that  place. — Hid. 

November  13. — The  workmen  began  to  pull  down  the  houses  on 
the  west  side  of  the  bridge  at  Newcastle,  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
the  entrance  thereto. — IHd. 

December  8. — A  slight  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  New- 
castle, by  which  the  houses,  windows,  chairs,  tables,  &c.,  were  thrown 
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into  a  violent  agitation  for  about  two  eeoondB,  attended  during  the 
time  with  a  remarkable  noiae.  It  occasioned  much  confitemation, 
but  no  damage  waa  done  by  it. — GenCi.  Mag. 

1780  (Dec.  9). — A  shock  of  an  earthquake  waa  felt  at  Stockton 
and  the  neighbourhood. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  the  old  market  cross,  in  the 
city  of  Durham,  erected  by  Thomas  Emmer- 
son,  esq.,  of  London,  whose  arms  were  placed 
on  the  west  side,  with  the  date  1617.  becom- 
ing ruinous,  the  corporation  ordered  it  to  be 
taken  down,  and  with  the  materials  was  erectr 
ed  the  piazza  where  the  markets  were  subse- 
quently held.  This  cross  which  had  a  large 
pillar  in  the  middle,  ornamented  with  a  dial, 
stood  in  the  market  phuse,  near  the  pant  or 
reservoir. — Surteea. 
Tweedmouth,  waa  this  year  pulled  down,  and 
a  new  gothic  building  erected  in  its  stead. — Mackenzie's  Northd. 

This  year,  died  at  Gateshead,  baron  van  Haake,  a  native  of  Silesia, 
who  had  come  thither  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  tar  from  coal. — 
Surtees. 

About  tliis  year,  the  church  at  Hunstanworth,  Durham,  which  is  a 
neat  small  structure,  was  idmost  entirely  rebuilt. — Hutckira<m. 

About  this  year,  an  immense  number  of  copper  nails,  an  iron 
hammer,  and  other  implements  of  a  smith's  shop,  were  found  buried 
in  small  ashes  of  coal,  within  the  foundation  of  a  small  circulu'  build- 
ing, on  the  side  of  Watling- street,  near  Low  Woodside,  about  three 
miles  south,  of  Ebohester.  These  were  clearly  Boman  implranents. — 
Ibid. 

1781  (March  13). — Was  Uunched  at  Monkwearmouth  shore,  a 
beautiful  frigate,  called  the  Achilles,  the  sole  property  of  James  Staf- 
ford, esq.,  mounting  twenty-eight  nine-pounders. — Local  Papers. 

April. — Died,  at  Broom,  near  Durham,  EUzabeth  Linsley,  aged 
10+  years. — Ibid. 

May  1. — The  new  bathe,  without  the  Westgate,  Newcastle,  built 
from  a  plan  of  Mr.  Cranson  (formerly  an  actor  belonging  to  the  New- 
castle company  of  comedians),  were  opened  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public.  The  buildings,  area,  and  walks,  being  all  elegantly  and 
completely  fitted  up, — Brand. 

June  5. — The  foundation  stone  of  a  large  handsome  house  and 
offices  was  laid  at  Howick,  Northumberland.  The  building  was  raised 
by  the  first  air  Henry  Grey,  and  was  attached  to  the  end  of  "  The 
little  pile,"  or  tower  of  Howick,  mentioned  by  Leiand.     This  man- 
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sion  was  token  down  ia  1787,  when  the  present  elegant  structure  was 
oonunenced.  Payne  and  other  architects  gave  designs  for  it,  but  it 
was  chiefly  executed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Newton  of  Newcastle. 
A  few  yeara  ago,  the  internal  arrangements  were  improved,  and  the 
furniture  and  decorations  almost  entirely  renewed,  by  the  present  noble 
possessor,  who  has  also  joined  the  wings  to  the  centre  by  two  addi- 
tions, the  fronts  of  which  form  the  ores  of  a  quadrant. — MacimzWi 
Northd. 

1781  (June  7). — The  Argo,  a  new  ship-of-war,  pierced  for  forty- 
four  gons,  was  launched  from  Howdon  dock.  It  was  the  largest  vessel 
that  had  been  launched  on  the  river  Hyae.— Local  Papers. 

June  16. — The  East  York  militia  marched  into  camp  at  Ayton 
Baoks,  on  Gateshead  FeU,  and  on  the  18th,  were  joined  by  the  South 
Lincoln  militia  from  Tynemouth  and  Sunderland.  The  camp  broke 
up  on  the  29th  of  October. — Ibid. 

June. — A  whale  was  oast  on  shore  within  the  manor  of  E^ington, 
Durham,  which  measured  in  length  sixteen  yards,  two  feet  and  seven 
inches,  and  was  in  circumference  at  the  fins  fourteen  yards.  The  Gn 
was  in  length  four  yards  and  two  feet,  and  the  breadth  one  yard  and 
ux  inches ;  the  breadth  of  the  forked  part  of  the  tail  was  five  yards 
and  ten  inches. — Svtehituon^t  Dvr. 

August  20. — John  Tully  was  executed  at  Durham,  for  robbing  and 
violently  beating  (leaving  him  for  dead)  Mr.  Mills,  of  MoormUls. — 
Loeai  Popart. 
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1 781  (August). — This  month,  his  grace  the  duke  of  Northumber- 
land was  admitted  to  his  freedom  in  the  company  of  butchers,  of  the 
city  of  Durham,  by  patrimonial  right,  when  he  made  a  present  of  a 
valuable  piece  of  plate  for  the  use  of  the  said  company.  September 
17th,  on  his  grace^s  arrival  at  Durham  from  Alnwick  castle,  he  was 
addressed  by  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  esq.,  mayor  of  that  city,  who 
administered  the  oath  of  freedom  to  him  of  the  said  city,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  warden  of  the  company  of  butchers,  he  was  attended  by 
the  city  waits,  and  saluted  by  an  harmonious  peal  of  bells ;  to  the 
waits  and  bell-ringers  he  gave  a  handsome  present,  and  a  liberal  don- 
ation to  the  poor. — Local  Papers. 

Oct.  10. — About  twelve  o'*clock  at  night,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  brew- 
house,  in  the  Market-place,  at  Bothbury,  which  burnt  till  three  o^clock 
in  the  morning,  and  destroyed  sixteen  houfles,  mostly  thatched. — Und. 

November  20. — Margaret  Tinkler,  midwife,  was  executed  near 
Durham,  for  the  crime  of  using  or  recommending  certain  means  to 
destroy  an  infant,  which  was  effected,  and  finaUy  with  the  death  of 
Jane  Parkinson,  the  mother.  Before  she  left  the  gaol  for  execution, 
she  confessed  to  a  worthy  clergyman,  and  Mr.  Smith,  surgeon,  m 
Newcastle,  then  present,  that  she  only  recommended  the  means,  but 
that  the  act  itself  was  done  by  the  deceased  woman.  On  the  dis8e<>- 
tion  of  Margaret  Tinkler,  at  a  place  called  Whitesmocks,  near  Dm^ 
ham,  by  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Ward,  surgeons,  in  Durham,  two  long 
black  double  wire  pins,  as  used  at  that  time  in  women^s  hair,  were 
foimd  in  her  belly,  which  it  was  supposed  she  had  swallowed  to 
destroy  her  life. — Ibid, 

The  chancel  of  Alnwick  church,  was  this  year  repaired  by  the  duke 
of  Northumberland,  and  may  be  justly  styled  superb.  He  also  gave  a 
set  of  silver  plate  for  the  communion  service. — Mackenzie's  Norihd. 

This  year,  in  the  freestone  quarries  at  Durham,  which  were  wrought 
for  the  new  bridge  there,  was  found  an  entire  fish,  in  figure  like  the 
bream,  enclosed  in  a  large  block  of  stone.  On  separating  it,  the  fins 
and  tail  were  broke  off. — Local  Papers. 

1782  (Jan.  7). — ^About  twelve  o'*clock  at  night,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
a  ship  in  Sunderland  harbour,  close  to  Mr.  Thomhill^s  quay,  and  hav- 
ing her  full  complement  of  stores  on  board,  with  the  guns  loaded,  the 
inhabitants  and  soldiers  could  give  her  no  assistance,  so  that  as  the 
fire  proceeded,  her  guns  were  discharged,  and  at  last  it  reached  the 
powder-room,  when  she  blew  up. — Ibid. 

January  28. — Died,  the  rev.  James  Murray,  minister  of  the  High- 
bridge  meeting-house,  Newcastle.  He  was  the  author  of  ^*  Sermom  to 
Ministers  of  Stated  "  Sermons  to  Asses^  "  History  of  the  Churches  of 
JEngland  wnd  ScoOmd,'^  ''  History  of  the  American  War,'"  ''  Tnnels  of 
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the  ImagynaHon^  ''  Lectures  to  Lords  Spiritwd^  *'  Lectures  on  Genesis^'' 
^*  Lectures  on  the  Revelation  of  John  the  Divine^  and  many  other  curi- 
ous and  valuable  publications.  Mr.  Murray  was  a  native  of  Fauns,  in 
Roxburghshire,  in  Scotland,  where  he  was  bom  about  the  year  1732  or 
1733.  In  1761  he  came  to  Alnwick,  in  Northumberland,  and  offici- 
ated as  assistant  to  the  rev.  J.  Sayers,  of  the  Bondgate  meeting- 
house ;  and  was  invited  to  Newcastle  in  1764.  There  are  engraved 
portraits  of  this  divine  prefixed  to  his  ^*' American  War^  &c.  Mr. 
Murray  was  father  of  Mr.  John  Murray,  surgeon,  long  an  active 
member  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Newcastle. — J, 
BeWs  Col.  Sfc. 

1782  (Feb.  19). — Died,  at  the  Mill-house,  near  Haltwhistle,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Smith,  aged  100  years. — Local  Papers, 

February  27. — ^A  very  high  wind  blew  down  the  roof  of  the  flint 
glass-house,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Williams  and  Co.,  in  the  Close, 
Newcastle,  which,  falling  upon  the  furnace,  soon  caught  fire,  and  burnt 
with  great  violence,  until  the  whole  building,  except  a  gable  end,  was 
destroyed. — Ibid. 

March  4. — Died,  in  the  Friars,  Newcastle,  John  Manners,  shoe- 
maker, aged  107  years. — IHd. 

March  10. — There  was  a  great  fall  of  snow,  and  next  morning  a 
very  heavy  rain,  with  a  strong  fresh  wind,  which  carried  off  the  snow* 
and  raised  the  river  Tyne  higher  than  was  in  remembrance,  except 
the  flood  of  1771.  The  rapidity  of  the  current  threw  down  Bidley- 
hall  bridge,  five  arches  of  Hexham  bridge,  and  left  the  remaining 
arches  in  a  very  tottering  situation;  and  also  rendered  Haydon- 
bridge  impassible.  One  man  lost  his  life,  who  by  imprudently  at- 
tempting to  catch  some  wood  in  a  rivulet,  near  Simonbum,  fell  into 
the  river  and  was  drowned.  As  Mr.  Harbottle  of  Hexham  Grange, 
his  son,  and  two  of  his  men,  were  endeavouring  to  save  some  sheep 
grazing  on  the  Haughs,  the  water  surrounded  them,  and  they,  by 
getting  on  a  tree  (where  they  sat  from  nine  in  the  morning  till 
eight  at  night,  before  they  were  relieved),  narrowly  escaped  with  their 
lives.  Upwards  of  fifty  light  colliers,  lying  under  Tynemouth  castle, 
were  obliged  to  cut  away  or  slip  their  anchors,  and  drive  out  to  sea. 

—md. 

March  11. — The  Wansbeck,  at  Morpeth,  rose  about  twelve  feet 
above  its  usual  level  at  the  north  arch  of  the  old  bridge. — HodgswCs 
Northd. 

March  15. — Was  launched  at  Monkwearmouth  shore,  a  beautiful 
frigate  caOed  the  Bucephalus,  mounting  thirty-two  guns,  belonging 
to  James  Stafford,  esq.,  built  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dixon,  of  that  place. — 
Local  Papers. 
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1782  (March).— Thia  month,  died  at  Darlington,  Durham,  John 
Nichols,  a  labouriag  man,  aged  109  years. — Local  Papers. 

May   20. — Died,   at  his  house,    in  the 
Bigg-market,  Newcastle,  John  Bover,  esq., 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  reguhiting  capWn 
of  that  port.     On  May  23rd,  his  remaing 
were  interred  in  St.  Nicholas'  chnicb,  with 
extraordinary  military  honours,  as  a  teeti- 
mony  of  his  meritorioos  services  to  his  king 
and  conntry.     On  this  occasion  the  East 
York    and    Westmoreland    militias,    with 
their  bands  joined,  marched  from  the  pa- 
rade to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  the  rank 
and  file  then^ divided,  and  lined  the  street  to  the  church,  when  the 
procession  began  with  the  grenadiera  (muskets  reversed),  the  beadles 
of  St.  John's  and  St.  Nicholas'  with  covered  staves ;  bands  of  mudc 
playing  the  dead  march,  the  drums  covered  with  crape ;  the  deceased's 
boatswain ;  the  crew  of  his  barge,  two  and  two ;  mutes ;  his  servant ; 
the  corpse ;  the  pall  home  by  eight  naval  officers  in  their  uniforms ; 
lieutenant  Cnthbert  Adamson,  R.  N.,  chief  mourner ;  other  mourn- 
ers ;  the  ensigns  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  26th  (lord  Adam  Gor^ 
don's)  regiment  from  Tynemouth  barracks ;  lieutenants ;   captfuns ; 
colonels ;  general  Beckwith  and  lord  Adam  Oortlon ;  the  sheriff,  al- 
dermen, and  recorder,  two  and  two ;  the  right  worshipful  the  mayor, 
town  marshal,  two  Serjeants  at  mace,  an  officer,  and  a  battalion. 
After  the  interment,   the  grenadiers   who  were  drawn  up  in  the 
church-yard,  fired  three  volUes.     Thus  did  the  naval,  military,  and 
civil  authorities,  with  many  thousands  of  persons  of  all  ranks,  unite 
.  to  pay  the  last  tribute  U>  the  remains  of  a  good  and  gallant  officer, 
and  a  worthy  man. — IMd. 

This  month,  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  Admiral  Rodney  having 
gained  a  complete  victory  over  the  French  fleet  in  the  West  Indies, 
there  were  great  rejoicings  at  all  the  towns  and  most  of  the  vill^es 
in  Durham  and  Northumberland. — Ihid. 

May  28. — Died,  William  Emerson,  the  celebrated  mathema- 
tician and  philosopher.  He  was  bom  at  Hurworth,  on  the  I4th 
of  May,  1701.  From  his  father,  Dudley  Emerson,  who  was  a  school- 
master, he  received  the  first  rudiments  of  his  education,  and  from  him 
he  also  inherited  a  small  estate  of  sixty  or  seventy  pounds  a  year.  It 
was  not  until  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  that  he  first  display- 
ed a  predilection  for  scientific  studies,  and  he  then  placed  himself 
under  masters  at  Newcastle  and  York,  for  improvement.  After  his 
return  to  Hurworth,  he  commenced  a  school,  but  this  he  soon  resign- 
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ed,  being  probably  driven  to  it  by  the  natural  warmth  of  his  temper. 
Towards  his  thirty  second  or  thirty  third  year,  he  married  a  niece  of 
Dr.  Johnson,  the  rector  of  Hurworth,  and  seems  about  that  time  to 
have  devoted  himself  entirely  to  mathematical  studies,  contenting 
himself  with  the  income  of  his  paternal  property.     In  his  forty-second 
year,  he  published  his  work  on  Fluxions^  which  met  with  universal 
approbation,  and  secured  its  author  a  place  among  the  first  mathema- 
ticians of  the  day.     This  was  followed  by  the  publication  of  various 
other  books,  the  last  of  which  appeared  in  1776.     He  was  also  a  con- 
stant correspondent  of  the  Ladies  Diar}%  the  Miscellanea  Curiosa 
Mathematica,  and  other  periodical  works,  sometimes  under  the  ana- 
gramatic  signature  Meranes,  and  sometimes  under  the  still  more  whim- 
sical one  of  Philofluentimechanalgegeomastrolongo^  and  probably  under 
several  others.     His  first  publications  did  not  meet  with  immediate 
encouragement,  but  about  the  year  1763,  he  was  recommended  by  his 
great  admirer  and  friend,  Edward  Montagu,  esq.,  (who  was  the  owner 
of  an  estate  at  Eryholme,  and  sometimes  visited  that  neighbourhood) 
to  Mr.  John  Nourse,  a  bookseller  in  London,  who  had  been  educated 
at  one  of  the  universities,  and  was  himself  a  skilful  mathematician. 
Mr.  Nourse  was  so  highly  sensible  of  Emerson''s  superior  abilities, 
that  "  he  engaged  him,  on  very  liberal  tenns,  to  furnish  a  regular 
course  of  the  mathematics  for  the  use  of  young  students  ;^  and  in  the 
summer  of  1763,  Emerson  went  up  to  London  to  settle  and  fulfil  his 
engagement.     Even  in  London  he  could  not  be  idle  ;  besides  correct- 
ing his  sheets  for  the  press,  he  took  lodgings  with  a  watch  manufac- 
turer, near  Smithfield,  that  he  might  improve  himself,  during  his  stay, 
in  that  branch  of  mechanical  science ; — ^this  elementary  course  was 
completed  in  1 770.     During  the  greatest  part  of  his  life,  he  enjoyed 
strong  and  uninterrupted  health  ;  but  as  he  advanced  in  years  he  was 
afflicted  with  the  stone  and  gravel  to  an  excruciating  degree.     To- 
wards the  year  1781,  being  sensible  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  he 
sold  the  whole  of  his  mathematical  library  to  a  bookseller  at  York. 
As  he  grew  weaker,  the  violence  of  the  disease  abated,  and  he  died, 
apparently,  without  much  pain,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  no  children.     A  monument  has  been  erected  to  his  memory 
in  Hurworth  church-yard.     His  person  was  robust,  rough,  and  mascu- 
line ;  his  dress,  slovenly  and  mean ;  his  manners,  studiously  vulgar 
and  abrupt ;  his  temper,  positive  and  impatient  of  contradiction,  and 
his  conversation  was  disgustingly  interlarded  with  oaths.     His  way  of 
life  was  as  singular  as  his  person,  frequently  employing  himself  in  the 
meanest  labours  and  occupations ;  ale  was  his  favourite  liquor,  and  of 
this  he  would  sometimes  consume  an  enormous  quantity,  sitting  in  a 
pot  house  for  successive  days  and  nights,  among  company  of  the  low- 
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est  description.     Angling  was  one  of  his  favourite  diversions ;  and 
whilst  pursuing  this  amusement  he  would  stand  up  to  his  middle  in 
water  for  several  hours  together.     He  always  walked  up  to  London 
when  he  had  any  work  to  publish,  and  was  careful  to  revise  every 
sheet  himself.     The  singularity  of  his  dress,  and  figure,  together  with 
his  character  for  profound  learning,  and  knowledge  more  than  human, 
caused  him  to  be  considered  by  ignorant  and  illiterate  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  as  a  cunning  man  or  conjurer.     This  opinion  of  his 
skill  in  the  black  art  was  of  service  in  defending  his  property  from 
depredators,  and  he  therefore  found  it  impolitic  to  discourage  it ;  but 
he  was  apt  to  lose  his  patience,  and  indulge  the  natural  sallies  of  his 
temper,  when  he  was  applied  to  for  the  recovery  of  stolen  goods,  or 
to  investigate  the  secrets  of  futurity.     He  was  not  an  original  genius, 
but  possessed  a  penetrating  intellect  and  sound  judgment  on  mathe- 
matical subjects ;  and  though  he  would  assume  an  air  of  negligence 
touching  his  abilities,  as  if  not  conscious  of  them,  he  had  an  infinite 
pride  in  them.     His  honesty  and  integrity  were  unimpeachable ;  but 
though  not  an  atheist,  he  (as  Hutchinson  reports)  '  afiected  an  ap- 
pearance of  infidelity  in  religious  matters  :' — and,  melancholy  to  relate, 
employed  the  strong  sense  implanted  in  him  by  the  Almighty  for  the 
good  of  his  fellow  creatures,  in  raising  pitiful  cavils  against  the  con- 
sistency of  the  holy  scriptures,  and  striving  to  blast  those  glorious 
hopes  which  alone  are  capable  of  cheering  the  human  heart  under  the 
trying  turns  and  calamities  of  life. — A  Guide  to  Dinsdale. 

1782  (June  24). — Died  of  the  influenza,  at  Stella,  in  the  parish  of 
Ryton,  Margaret  Bowey,  aged  102  years. — Local  Papers. 

June  25. — The  East  York  militia  marched  from  Newcastle  into 
camp,  at  Ayton  Banks,  on  Gateshead  Fell,  and  were  shortly  after 
joined  by  the  North  York  militia,  commanded  by  sir  B&lph  Milbanke. 
The  camp  broke  up  on  the  11th  of  November. — Ibid. 

June. — Died,  in  the  poor  house,  at  Gateshead,  Mary  Cramer,  aged 
120  years. — Ibid. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year,  a  man  near  80  years  of  age,  and  his 
wife,  made  one  of  the  caverns  under  Marsden  rocks,  near  South 
Shields,  their  place  of  residence.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  he  had 
been  a  miner,  at  AUenheads,  but  having  removed  to  Shields,  to  avoid 
the  charge  of  house-keeping,  he  and  his  wife  formed  the  resolution  to 
retire  to  one  of  these  caves,  which  they  furnished.  The  romantic 
situation  of  the  place,  and  the  singularity  of  the  event,  drew  numbers 
of  people  to  visit  them,  whom  they  accommodated  with  refreshments ; 
even  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  carriages  drove  to  the  place,  and  partook 
of  the  old  couple'^s  cheer. — Ibid. 

September  14. — The  following  occurs  in  a  Newcastle  Paper : — 
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"  A  Wmo-MiLL  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  of  Newcastle." 
"  To  be  let,  the  old  castle,  in  the  Castle  Garth,  upon  which  with 
the  greatest  convenience  and  advantage,  may  bo  erected  a  Wind- 
Mill,  for  the  purpose  of  grinding  Com,  and  Bolting  flour,  or  making 
Oi],  &c.  There  is  an  exceeding  good  Spring  of  Water  within  the 
Castle,  which  renders  it  a  very  eligible  situation  for  a  Brewery,  or 
any  Manufactory  that  requires  a  constant  supply  of  water.  The 
proprietor,  upon  proper  terras,  will  be  at  a  considerable  part  of  the 
expence.     Enquire  of  Mr.  Fryer,  in  Westgate-street,  Kewcaatle." 


1782  (Oct.  9). — A  fine  new  frigate,  called  the  Madona,  was  launch- 
ed at  Howdon  dock,  upon  the  river  Tyne,  which  was  capable  of 
mounting  above  30  guns. — Local  Papers. 

October. — Died,  at  Morpeth,  Barbara  Softley,  aged  105  years. — 
aid. 

October. — An  explosion  of  gas  took  place  in  Wallsend  colliery,  by 
-which  one  man  lost  his  life.  The  coal  being  set  on  fire,  tho  colliery 
-wM  drowned  to  extinguish  it. — Ibid. 


276  LOCAL  historian''s  [a.  d.  1782. 

1782  (October). — Buried  Thomaa  Claverin,  of  Hemscott-hill 
(Northumberiand),  aged  101. —  Widdrington  Par,  Beg. 

This  year,  the  outside  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  a  Beckett,  at 
the  Bridge  end,  Newcastle,  was  hewn  over,  and  a  new  steeple  built, 
the  old  one  being  taken  down  to  make  the  passage  on  to  the  bridge 
more  spacious. — Picture  of  Newc, 

Some  repairs  were  begun  to  be  made  on  the  walls  of  Berwick,  this 
year,  which  were  continued  from  time  to  time,  until  the  year  1786. 
Four  years  afterwards  they  were  completely  finished. — FvMer, 

This  year,  the  Fauld  pit,  at  Gateshead,  exploded,  by  which  accident 
four  lives  were  lost.  These  unfortunate  men  were  all  that  were  down 
the  pit  at  the  time  of  the  explosion.  Three  of  the  bodies  were  got, 
the  other  still  remains  in  the  mine.  The  coals  worked  here  were 
called  the  Hopewell.  The  colliery  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  High 
street  of  Gateshead,  in  what  is  called  the  High  ward.  It  had  two 
shafts,  both  of  which  are  nearly  filled  up,  and  their  brinks  overgrown 
with  weeds  and  shrubs. — Local  Papers^  <$•<?. 

This  year,  died  at  Newcastle,  Mary  Driffield,  aged  103  years. — 
Local  Papers, 

On  repairing  Tynemouth  castle  this  year,  for  a  place  of  arms  and 
depository  of  stores,  for  the  protection  of  the  port  of  Tyne,  and  of 
the  adjacent  coasts  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  Major  Dum- 
ford  discovered  two  Roman  inscribed  stones.  They  had  formed 
foundation  stones,  at  the  depth  of  six  feet  from  the  surface,  of  some 
ancient  building,  north  of  the  castle,  and  probably  the  remains  of  the 
original  religious  building  erected  soon  after  the  introduction  of  the 
faith  into  Britain.  The  lower  part  of  the  first  is,  by  whatever  acci- 
dent, much  defaced,  and  the  top  is  quite  flat ;  most  probably  its  focus 
has  been  sheared  off  in  order  to  accommodate  the  stone  to  the  founda- 
tion of  the  building  in  which  it  was  found.  It  is  dedicated  to  Jupiter 
by  i^lius  Bufus  a  prsefect  in  the  4th  cohort  of  the  Lingones — a 
people  of  Champagne  in  France.  On  one  side  it  bears  an  ox^s  head 
between  the  usual  censer  and  axe,  and  below  the  sacrificing  knife. 
On  the  other  is  the  patera  between  two  snakes.  The  other  altar  has 
created  much  discussion,  the  conclusion  however  seems  to  have  been 
arrived  at,  in  the  following  : — "  Cypum  cwm  basi^  et  Templum,  fecit 
Caius  Julius  Verus  Maximinus  Legionis  sextae  victrioes  ex  voto.^ — 
that  is — ^' Gains  Julius  Verus  Maximinus  of  the  sixth  victorious 
Legion  according  to  a  vow,  erected  this  Cippus,  with  its  base,  and  a 
temple.*"  The  Cippi  were  columns  erected  on  pedestals  or  bases  as 
boundary  marks,  memorials  of  affection  or  events,  or  for  many  other 
purposes.  Some  times,  when  placed  in  temples,  they  were  suimounted 
with  a  statue  of  the  deity  to  whom  the  temple  was  dedicated.    When 
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ChnBtianity  became  the  established  religion  of  Europe,  crosses  were 
erected  for  purposes  similar  to  those  for  which  the  Romans  used 
Cippi. — Brand.    Hodgson.    Arch.  ^l. 

1783  (Feb  1). — The  Newcastle  Fire-office  for  the  assurance  of 
houeee,  buildings,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  from  loss  or  dam^e 
by  fire,  was  first  opened  in  apartments  at  the  head  of  the  Side  in 
that  town. — Local  Papers. 

February  6. — Died,  in  London,  Lancelot  Brown  (who,  from  his 
common  application  of  the  word  capability  to  the  capacities  for  im- 
proTcment  in  the  features  and  scenery  of  places  where  he  was  employ- 
ed in  his  profession  of  a  landscape  gardener,  was  most  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Capability  Brown).  He  wa«  descended  from 
the  Browns  of  Bavenscleugh,  in  Bedesdale,  bom  at  Kirkharle,  and 
baptized  there  August  30.  1716.  He  was  educated  at  Camboe,  and 
at  first  employed  in  his  profession  as  a  gardener  under  sir  William 
Loraine,  who  had  a  great  taste  for  building  and  planting.  He  wa« 
also  for  some  time  employed  aa  gardener  to  Mr.  Shaftoe  of  Benwell. 
In  1739,  he  left  his  native  county,  and  was  soon  after  "employed  at 
Stowe  in  a  very  humble  situation,  whence  he  rose  by  degrees  to  be 
head  gardener,  in  which  situation  he  continued  till  1750.  It  is  gene- 
rally supposed  that  bis  first  specimens  of  landscape  gardening  were  at 
Stowe ;  but  we  are  assured  that  lord  Cobham  restricted  him  to  the 
kitchen  and  flower  gardens.  Though  his  lordship  would  not  permit 
him  to  try  experiments  in  his  own  grounds,  yet  he  recommended  him 
to  the  duke  of  Grafton,  at  Wakefield  lodge  in  Northamptonshire, 
where  he  directed  the  forming  of  a  large  lake.     This  laid  the  founda- 
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tion  of  his  fame  and  fortune :  for  the  undertaking  being  sucoesefuDy 
executed,  he  was  presented  through  the  medium  of  lord  Cobham, 
with  the  honourable  situation  of  head  gardener  at  Windsor  and 
Hampton  court.  He  now  became  very  popular,  and  his  advice  was 
regularly  sought  by  those  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  to  make  al- 
terations in  their  parks  and  pleasure  groimds.  Previous  to  his  leav- 
ing Stowe,  he  married  a  young  woman  of  the  village  named  Maiy 
Holland/^ — Beauties  of  Eng,  and  Wales. 

1783  (Feb.  13). — The  sailors  at  Sunderland  having  got  liberty  to  go 
on  shore,  and  having  a  list  of  persons  who  had  informed  against  them 
or  their  brethren,  assembled  in  a  great  body,  went  to  the  houses  of 
the  informers,  some  of  whom  had  luckily  left  their  homes.  Those 
they  found,  they  mounted  on  a  pole,  and  carried  them  through  the 
principal  streets  exposed  to  the  insults  of  an  enraged  populace ;  the 
women,  in  particular,  bedaubed  them  plentifully  with  dirt,  &c.  Some 
constables  interposing,  had  their  staffs  taken  from  them  and  them- 
selves beaten.  About  six  o^clock  in  the  evening  their  numbers  had  so 
increased,  that  the  drums  of  the  North  York  militia  beat  to  arms, 
the  regiment  paraded  the  streets,  when  the  mob  dispersed.  But  the 
next  morning  they  assembled  in  greater  numbers,  and  were  proceeding 
to  extremities,  when  the  military  again  appearing,  with  two  justices 
at  their  head,  the  whole  dispersed. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  an  organ  purchased  by  a  voluntary  subscription  of  the 
parishioners,  was  erected  in  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  Newcastle. 
An  order  of  the  common-council  had  been  made  in  1776,  to  establish 
a  salary  of  «f  20.  per  annum,  for  the  organist  of  the  organ  intended 
to  be  set  up  in  that  church.  The  same  year,  the  parishioners  purcha- 
sed a  piece  of  waste  ground,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  church-yard, 
to  enlarge  their  burial  ground.  This  was  consecrated  by  the  bishop 
of  Clonfort  in  the  month  of  September,  1786. — Brand. 

March  8. — Died  at  Hallowell,  near  Seaton  Delaval,  in  Northmn- 
berland,  Mary  Sharp,  a  widow,  aged  100  years. — Local  Papers. 

March  21. — At  Stockton,  on  the  evening  of  this  day,  the  sky  being 
perfectly  serene  and  clear,  and  the  stars  sparkling  with  uncommon 
lustre,  about  8  o^clock  an  Aurora  Borealis  stretched  from  the  western 
edge  of  the  horizon,  across  the  hemisphere,  a  little  to  the  south  of 
the  zenith,  quite  to  the  eastern  edge,  forming  a  most  beautiful  lumi- 
nous arch ;  it  shone  with  a  constant  steady  light  (being  quite  iree 
from  that  tremulous  motion  which  usually  attend  the  Aurora  Borealis) 
for  above  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  then  began  to  decrease  grar 
dually,  and  almost  equally  in  every  part,  till  it  totally  vanished  a  little 
before  9  o^clock ;  the  eastern  parts  were  visible  rather  longer  than  the 
rest  of  the  immense  arch  of  light. — Brewster'^s  Stockton. 
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1783  (March  26).— Died,  in  Gateshead,   Mrs.  Mary  Tate,  aged 
116  years. — Local  Papers. 

March. — A  pair  of  crows  built  their  nest  upon  the  top  of  the  tube 


of  the  vane  on  the  Exchange  at  Newcastle.  The  above  representation 
is  copied  from  an  original  skeich.  It  is  very  different  indeed  to  that 
given  by  Mr,  Brand  in  his  history  of  Newcastle,  which  seems  to  have 
no  support  whatever  from  the  spire,  and  is  utterly  at  variance  with 
his  description,  for  the  place  on  which  he  places  his  crow's  nest  is 
stationary,  and  consequently  cannot  turn  with  the  wind.  The  follow- 
ing correct  and  interesting  description,  together  with  a  sketch  of  the 
spire,  &o.  taken  at  the  time  were  very  kindly  given  to  roe  by  a  gentle- 
man (since  deceased),  who  possessed  an  original  account  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  crows,  and  which  was  never  before  published.  "  During 
the  progress  of  the  work,  the  crows  experienced  many  intemiptions. 
Sometimes  when  their  nest  was  half  erected,  it  would  be  destroyed  by 
other  crows  in  their  absence,  seemingly  with  the  most  inveterate 
hostility,  to  prevent  which,  one  remained  as  sentry  over  the  building, 
while  the  other  was  abroad  in  search  of  forage  or  materials ;  tiU  at 
length,  afler  many  severe  conflicts,  by  dint  of  courage,  industry,  and 
perseverance,  they  overcame  every  diSBculty  and  finished  their  plan ; 
in  order  to  understand  which,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  vane  was 
affixed  to  a  hollow  metallic  tube  which  turned  round  on  an  iron  spire 
fixed  in  the  centre  of  the  summit  of  the  pinnacle,  and  round  this  (at 
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the  top  and  bottom)  was  an  orQamented  scroll,  thuH,  upon  whicli  Op 
with  very  great  art  and  ingenuity,  the  crows  laid  their  fouada-  0<i 
tion  : — viz.  spars  and  rafters  whose  ends  rested  upon  each  other,  and 
then  others  upon  them,  but  somewhat  longer,  especially  on  the  side 
of  the  tube  directly  opposite  to  the  vane,  which  was  intended  to  con- 
tain the  body  of  the  nest ;  then  smaller  pieces  intenvoven  therewith, 
and  tightly  wattled  together  round  the  tube,  so  that  the  nest  turned 
with  the  vane,  and  let  the  wind  blow  from  whatever  quarter,  it  vae 
continually  direct  against  the  nest,  still  supported  on  the  opposite  side 
by  the  spire  and  tube  before  mentioned,  so  tliat  the  wind  could  never 
discompose  it  or  blow  it  down,  unless  it  had  blown  down  the  vano  and 
perhaps  the  pinnacle  also.  It  might  therefore  be  deemed  a  master- 
piece in  mechanics  and  architecture.  It  was  remarked,  that  in  the 
succeeding  year  there  was  a  severe  storm  of  frost  and  snow,  when  the 
Tyne  wan  three  times  frozen  over  in  one  winter,  a  circumstance  not 
before  remembered  by  the  oldest  person  living,  during  which  the  crows 
had  a  comfortable  habiiation.  and  having  prolonged  their  residence 
there  for  some  years,  they,  all  on  a  sudden,  without  any  visible  cause 
or  molestation,  quitted  their  wonderful  building,  and  never  resorted 
to  it  again.  A  short  time  subsequent  to  their  departure,  the  exchange 
took  fire,  which,  had  they  remained,  might  probably  have  destroyed 
them  as  well  as  their  curious  erection."  They  attempted  to  build  it 
again  the  year  following,  but  other  crows,  with  the  most  determined 
opposition,  prevented  them  ;  however,  in  the  years  1785, 1786,  1787, 
and  1 788,  the  same  crows  built  on  the  same  singular  place,  and  suc- 
ceeded each  year  in  hatching  and  rearing  their  young. — Local  Sec. 

1783    (May    15). The 

Scale  or  Kale  Gross,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Side,  Newcastle, 
was  begun  to  be  rebuilt  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mr.  Da- 
vid  Stephenson,    architect, 
at  the  expense  of  sir  Mat- 
'thew  White  Ridley,  bart.  In 
August,  1786,  the  top  was 
decorated  with  the  figure  of  a  lion  couchant  in  the  front,  and  vases 
at  the  corners.     Being  considered  an  inconvenience  to  the  street,  it 
wa£  taken  down  in  1807,  and  presented  by  the  corporation  to  it« 
donor,  and  was  set  up  in  bis  grounds  at  Blagdon. — Local  Papert- 

July  7. — Died,  at  Durham,  in  the  104th  year  of  his  age,  William 
TowBon,  who  had  been  a  foot  soldier  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
—Ibid. 

July  21. — There  was  a  violent  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning;  two 
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C0W8  were  kiUed  by  the  lightning  on  Gateshead  Pell,  and  at  Ryal,  in 
Northumberland,  an  old  man  sitting  on  a  pole  across  a  gateway,  wm 
instontly  struck  dead.  On  one  side  of  him  a  young  man  sitting  on 
the  ground  was  also  struck,  but  received  no  material  injury,  one  of  hia 
legs  was  slightly  burnt,  and  the  clothes  upon  him  were  torn  the 
whole  length ;  a  link  of  his  watch  chain  was  melt«d,  and  a  part  of  it 
soldered  to  his  watch ;  a  dog  lying  near  was  also  struck  dead.— Local 
Papers. 

1783  (July). — This  month  was  finished  the  celebrated  tower  of 
Brislee,  near  Alnwick,  built  at  the  expence  of  hia  grace  the  duke  of 
Korthumberlaud.     Its  height  is  ninety  ket.—Uid. 

While  Brand  was  searching  among  the 
ruinous  heaps  at  the  Roman  station  of  Hal- 
ton,  or  Hunnum,  about  this  period,  he  dis- 
covered a  part  of  the  shaft  and  capital  of  a 
column,  which,  no  doubt,  has  anciently  form- 
ed one  of  the  supports  of  a  temple  there, 
wherein  of  old  the  Roman  warriors  offered 
up  sacrifice  to  their  gods.  The  column  mea- 
sured five  feet  and  three  inches  in  length, 
was  sixteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  it  still 
lies  among  the  ruins  of  the  station  which 
has  not  yet  known  the  plough,  and  consequently  the  ramparts  and 
fallen  ruins  are  very  distinct. — Brand.     Hodgson. 

August  2. — A  dreadful  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  accom- 
panied by  hail  of  an  uncommon  mze,  occurred  at  Stockton  and  the 
neighbourhood.  The  hailstones  were,  in  fact,  irregular  pieces  of  ice, 
each  of  them  having  a  sort  of  an  eye,  or  place  &om  whence  another 
seemed  to  have  been  broken  off  near  the  centre.  They  measured  from 
three  to  five  inches  in  circumference.  The  damage  to  the  windows  at 
Stockton  was  estimated  at  ^150.  Sotb  before  and  after  the  storm,  the 
air  was  uncommonly  sultry.  A  farmer  near  Portrack  happening  to 
have  a  loaded  gun  in  the  house  at  the  time,  fitted  one  of  the  hiulstones 
to  his  piece,  and  fired  it  through  an  inch  deal. — Brewster''s  Stockton. 

August  6.— Die<l,  at  Sedgefield,  Durham,  William  Hall,  formerly 
a  farmer,  aged  101  years. — Local  Papers. 

August  18. — Robert  Storey  was  executed  at  Durham,  for  the  mur- 
der of  Thomas  Idle,  better  known  by  the  name  of  "  CockU  Geordy," 
from  his  going  about  selUng  cockles.  Being  in  a  public  house  where 
Idle  hod  incautiously  shewn  several  guineas,  Storey  way-laid  him  for 
the  purpose  of  murder  and  robbery. — Ibid. 

September  24, — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  John  Wilson,  la- 
bourer, aged  105  years. — Ibid. 
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1783  (Sep.).-— As  some  workmen  were  digging  up  the  foundation  of 
a  house  at  Wooler,  which  had  belonged  to  the  earl  of  Derwentwater, 
they  found  several  half-crowns,  shillings,  and  sixpences.  Some  of  the 
coins  were  of  great  antiquity. — Local  Papers. 


When  Brand  visited  Caervorran  on  October  7th,  1783,  he  saw  nu- 
merous undescribed  Boman  remains.  Among  these  were  Sve  square 
bases  of  columns  (fig.  1);  and  some  curious  gutter  stones  (fig.  2). 
At  Glenwhelt  he  saw  a  stone,  found  near  Caervorran  inscribed — 
"  Civitas  Dumni ""  (fig.  3),  the  etymon  of  which  he  supposes  to  be  the 
"  city  of  the  hill "  and  as  the  station  stands  on  high  ground 
he  concludes  that  the  place  has  been  called  "the  city  of  Dumnum." 
At  the  inn  of  Glenwhelt  he  notJced  a  remarkable  hollow  sepulchral 
stone  (fig.  4).  used  as  a  swine's  trough.  It  was  found  in  opening  a  tu- 
mulus on  the  east  of  the  station,  was  six  inches  in  depth  and  contain- 
ed a  small  quantity  of  a  black  liquid,  with  two  gold  rings.  "  What  a 
falling  off  in  character  "says  Hodgson"  to  bectmie  the  trough  of  nn 
unclean  animal,  from  having,  for  fourteen  centuries  had  the  custody 
of  the  ashes  of  one  whose  hand  had  glittered  with  two  gold  rings,  and 
whose  memory  had  been  honoured  with  a  green  altar  of  earth," 

November  5. — The  new  Theatre  at  North  Shields  was  first  opened 
with  a  new  occasional  prelude,  written  by  Mr.  Cawdell,  and  the  comedy 
of  the  Bold  Stroke  for  a  Husband,  (never  before  having  been  acted  in 
the  country,)  with  a  new  musical  farce. — Local  Papers. 

November  U. — A  bull  was  baited  in  one  of  the  principal  streets  of 
Alnwick,  when  the  poor  enraged  animal  threw  down  two  tradesmen 
of  that  place,  one  of  whom  had  his  leg  broken,  and  the  other  r 
a  most  violent  wound  on  his  head. — Ibid. 
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1783  (Nov.  15). — Died  at  his  lodgings  near  the  Forth,  Newcastle, 
the  rev.  Thomas  Cooke,  one  of  the  most  eccentric  characters  of  his 
day.  Mr.  Cooke  was  the  son  of  a  shoemaker,  at  Hexham,  and  bom 
in  the  year  1719.  He  had  his  education  as  King^s  scholar,  at  Durham 
school,  and  afterwards  entered  in  Queen'^s  college  Oxford,  in  which  he 
took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  He  was  not  long  after  presented  to  the 
curacy  of  Embleton,  in  Northumberland,  where  he  made  an  attempt 
to  follow  the  example  of  Christ  in  fasting  forty  days,  and,  what  is 
astonishing  indeed  !  he  had  resolution  and  strength  to  fast  seventeen 
days  without  a  taste  of  any  thing  whatever,  and  for  twelve  days  more, 
to  allow  himself  each  day  only  a  trifling  crust  of  bread  and  a  draught 
of  water.  In  short,  so  strange  were  the  notions  he  broached,  and  so 
extravagant  his  behaviour,  that  he  incurred  the  displeasure  and  repre- 
hension of  his  superiors  in  the  church,  and  was  by  them  soon  dis- 
charged from  his  curacy.  On  this  he  went  to  London,  where  he  com- 
menced author,  and  published  many  pieces  of  unintelligible  jargon. 
Here,  he  conceived  the  odd  notion,  that  all  the  good  things  of  this 
world  should  be  common,  and  even  this  he  in  some  degree  put  in  prac- 
tice. For  he  would  go  into  a  coflfee-house  in  the  morning,  and  take 
to  his  own  use  the  first  muffin  and  pot  of  coffee  he  saw  set  on  any  of 
the  tables.  After  he  had  gone  on  for  some  time  in  this  eccentric 
manner,  the  charity  of  some  clergymen  got  him  sent  to  Bedlam, 
where  he  staid  two  or  three  years.  Ultimately  he  returned  to  the 
north,  and,  until  a  few  years  before  his  death,  subsisted  on  a  pension 
allowed  him  by  the  "  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy ; ""  amusing 
himself  with  writing  odes,  letters,  epigrams,  strictures  of  one  kind 
or  other,  and,  which  was  his  last  undertaking,  a  plan  for  the  altera- 
tion of  St.  Nicholas'  church  in  Newcastle,  and  a  project  for  making, 
what  he  called,  a  grand  universal  church  upon  true  evangelical  prin- 
ciples.— Newc.  Courant. 

November  16. — This  day  was  buried,  James 
Wallace,  of  Asholme,  Knaresdale  and  Fea- 
therstone  castle,  Northumberland ;  and  Carle- 
ton  hall,  Cumberland,  esquire.  He  was  at- 
torney-general in  1780  and  1783,  and  was  on 
his  way  to  Falmouth  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  when  Dunning,  who  had  just  been 
created  lord  Ashburton,  and  he  both  arrived 
at  the  same  inn  for  the  night.  Lord  A.  was 
on  his  return  from  Falmouth,  unbenefitted  in  health  by  his  visit  there ; 
but  begged  an  interview  with  his  old  competitor  through  life.  They 
spent  the  evening  together  in  a  way  highly  consolatory  to  both ;  but 
parted  never  to  meet  again ;  for  they  both  died  within  a  very  short 
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time  after  this  interview ;  lord  A.  in  LiDcoln's  Inn  Felds ; — Mr.  W. 
at  Exeter,  where  he  was  buried.  The  above  anna  is  from  an  old  seal 
ID  the  posaeasion  of  the  Wallace  family. — HodgsoiCt  Norihd. 

1783  (November  17). — Monday,  William  Alexander  was  executed 
on  the  Town-moor,  Newcastle,  for  forgery. — Local  Papers. 

November  19. — At  night,  the  freemason's  lodge  at  Sunderland, 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire ;  and  before  it  was  extinguished,  all  the 
furniture,  pictures,  &c.  were  consumed,  and  the  house  adjoinmg  very 
much  damaged. — Ibid. 

November  24. — A  fire  broke  out  in  Field-well  house,  near  Gatas- 
head,  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  farmer.  The  house  and  furni- 
ture, the  byers  and  bams,  which  were  full  of  com,  and  many  imple- 
ments of  husbandry  were  destroyed. — Tbid. 

December  4. — A  fire  broke  out  at  Dipton-mill,  near  Hexham, 
which  entirely  consumed  the  same,  together  with  a  drying-kiln,  the 
dwelling-house  and  out-houses  adjoining  it.  A  part  of  the  house- 
hold furniture  was,  with  difBculty,  saved  from  the  flames.— 7^. 

This  year,  a  fine  Roman  altar,  with  an  inscription,  was  discovered 
at  Risingham,  in  Northumberland. — Ibid. 

The  church  at  Whalton,  in  Northumberland,  was  this  year  re- 
paired, and  parapets  and  pinnacles  added  to  the  tower.  This  church 
is  very  ancient. — Ibid. 

The  outer  light^houee  on  the  Fern  Islands  was  swept  away  by  the 
sea,  in  a  heavy  storm  at  south  east. — Mackmzi^e  Norikd. 

The  old  White  Cross,  in  Newgate  street,  Newcastle,  was  pulled 
down. — Brand. 

Died  John  Sylvester,  of  Tynemouth,  aged  107  years. — Local  Bee. 

HE  church  of  St.  Nicholas',  in  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  which  for  several  years  previous- 
ly, seems  to  have  been  gradually  verging  to 
decay,  had,  in  1783,  become  so  completely 
dilapidated  as  to  render  extensive  and  un- 
mediate  reparation  indi sponsible.  This  the 
churchwardens  appear  to  have  deemed  a 
fitting  opportunity  for  doing  something  to 
immortalize  their  names.  They  accordingly 
resolved  that  the  sittings  in  the  church  ^vere  ill  arranged  and  incon- 
venient, and  badly  adapted  for  hearing, — and  having  satisfied  them- 
selves as  to  the  correctness  of  these  opinions  they  engaged  Mr. 
Newton,  an  eminent  architect  of  Newcastle,  to  prepare  a  plan  for  an 
entire  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  pews  and  other  furnishings  of 
the  interior.     At  this  period  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  as  r^arded 
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its  internal  arrangement,  furniture  and  decorations,  afforded  a  specta- 
cle of  extraordinary  magnificence.  The  Nave,  or  portion  of  the 
building  west  of  the  transept  or  cross  aisle,  was  then  chiefly  used  for 
divine  service,  and  was  regularly  pewed  with  oak,  beautifully  orna- 
mented with  carvings  of  foliages,  flowers,  and  various  other  devices  ; 
the  divisions  between  their  doors  terminating  in  a  kind  of  fleur-de-lis 
head.  On  the  north  side  of  the  church  was  a  large  gallery,  erected  in 
1620,  chiefly  for  the  use  of  the  boys  belonging  to  the  free  Grammar 
school,  on  the  front  of  which  were  carved  the  arms  of  the  company 
of  merchant  adventurers.  The  reading  desk  and  pulpit  with  a  pin- 
nacled canopy  of  exquisite  workmanship  (see  cut  p.  226),  were  placed 
against  one  of  the  pillars  on  the  south  side  of  the  centre  aisle,  facing 
to  the  north ;  and  the  font  with  its  magnificent  cover,  stood  between 

the  two  columns  which  support  the  tower.  At 
the  east  end  of  the  centre  aisle  was  the  entrance 
to  the  choir  and  chancel,  by  an  ascent  of  two  or 
three  steps,  immediately  in  front  of  the  organ-gal- 
lery, which  occupied  the  space  between  the  four 
great  arches  of  the  transept.  On  the  top  of  these 
steps,  in  the  centre  of  the  aisle,  was  placed  a  bra- 
zen eagle  with  expanded  wings,  forming  a  desk,  at 
which  a  portion  of  the  morning  service  was  usually 
read.  The  corporation  pew  also  formed  a  promi- 
nent feature,  being  raised  considerably  above  the 
general  level,  and  having  a  lofty  ornamental  cover- 
ing, supported  by  pillars.  It  was  situated  on  the 
north  side  of  the  centre  aisle,  opposite  to  the  pul- 
pit. The  screen  separating  the  nave  from  the 
choir,  was  in  three  divisions  of  pointed  arches, 
filled  with  beautiful  and  delicate  tracery,  rising  to 
the  bottom  of  the  organ-gallery,  which  from  the 
elaborate  character  of  its  enrichments,  stood  with- 
out a  rival  in  the  church  :  it  was  however  more 
especially  observable  on  account  of  its  great  an- 
tiquity, having  survived  the  period  of  the  Befor- 
mation.  The  ground  floor  under  this  gallery  was 
made  out  in  pews,  one  of  which  was  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  vicar  of  Newcastle. 

The  choir,  which  extended  eastward  of  the  transept,  was  regularly 
stalled  with  oak,  as  in  cathedral  churches,  and  was  separated  from 
the  side  aisles  by  perforated  wooden  screens,  enriched  with  tracery, 
and  placed  within  the  several  arches,  from  the  columns  of  which,  and 
from  the  walls,  both  in  the  centre  and  side  aisles,  were  suspended  nu- 
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merous  coata  of  mail,  Iielmeta,  baimers,  aad  other  funeral  aohievemeDta, 
which,  with  the  anciont  monumentfi,  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
old  Etained  glass  in  the  windows,  combined  to  inspire  feelings  of 
awe  and  veneration,  while  they  exhibited  a  scene  of  solemn  grandeur, 
rarely  to  be  witnessed. 

Eastward  of  the  stallB,  and  approaching  the  altar,  was  a  balostiade 
or  railing,  across  the  chancel,  which  was  new  wainscotted  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle  in  the  year  1712,  at  a  cost  of  £126.;  and 
between  the  altar  rails  and  the  end  of  the  stalls,  on  either  side  of  the 
choir,  was  an  entrance  from  the  side  aisles.  The  area  enclosed  by  the 
balustrade  was  also  approached  by  an  ascent  of  one  or  two  steps ;  and 
the  screen  against  which  the  altar  was  placed,  occupied  the  space  be- 
tween the  two  easternmost  pillars;  the  width  of  the  arches  between  them 
and  the  great  east  window  being  entirely  open,  thus  leaving  a  &ee 
passage  quite  round  the  choir  and  chancel.  The  front  of  St.  Greorge's 
porch,  and  that  of  the  small  chapel  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  north 
transept,  now  built  up,  were  also  closed  by  screens,  similar  to  those 
in  the  choir,  and  these  again  were  connected  by  another  extending 
across  the  transept. 

In  the  north  east  comer  of  the  church  stood  the  fine  monument  of 
sir  George  Selby.  His  effigies,  and  that  of  his  lady,  were  at  length, 
resting  upon  pillows,  with  uplifted  hands On  the  A^int  of  the  mon- 
ument facing  the  south,  were  the  effigies  of  his  children,  in  a  post^ire 
of  prayer,  kneeling,  with  raised  hands ;  and  within  the  palisadoes, 
upon  a  flat  marble  stone  was  inscribed  "  Jeau  have  mercy  of  the 
sowlle  of  George  Selbe  merchant-adventurer,  eome  time  aldennan 
of  this  town,  and  Margaret  his  wife  and  their  children,"  In  the 
margin,  on  his  ^de,  anno  1542 ;  on  her  side,  1562. 
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The  tomb  of  George  Carr,  esq.  who  waa  mayor  of  Newcastle  in 
1481,  was  placed  under  the  great  east-window,  on  its  south  side,  and 
had  the  effigies  of  him  and  his  wife  at  length,  resting  on  pillows,  with 
their  hands  raised,  and  an  arched  canopy  above  them. 


Beside  these  there  were  many  other  line  monuments,  and  the  entire 
pavement  was  studded  with  sepulchral  brasses  and  inscribed  flag  stones. 
A  faint  outline  only  can  here  be  conveyed  of  the  once  splendid 
character  of  the  interior  of  this  sacred  edifice,  which,  in  their  wisdom, 
the  parties  then  in  power  had  doomed  to  destruction.  The  magnitude 
and  the  enormity  of  the  proceeding  however,  seoms,  for  a  time  at 
{east,  to  have  staggered  the  resolution  even  of  these  bold  innovators, 
whom  we  find  shrinking  from  the  responsibility  they  had  already  in- 
curred, and  seeking  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  their  fellow  parish- 
ioners in  the  prosecution  of  a  measure  of  so  great  importance.  A 
meeting  was  accordingly  held  in  the  vestry,  and  the  question  proposed, 
whether  they  would  consent  to  an  alteration  of  the  church  according 
to  Mr.  Newton's  plan,  then  laid  upon  the  table,  providing  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  could  be  raised,  without  assessing  the  parish  to  a 
greater  amount  than  would  be  required  for  decent  and  necessary  re- 
pairs. Strange  to  say,  the  proposal  experienced  but  little  opposition, 
and  the  result  of  the  meeting  was  the  opening  of  a  subscription,  head- 
ed by  the  corporation,  which  at  the  close  of  the  first  day,  amounted 
to  upwards  of  four  hundred  guineas.  A  committee  of  thirty  gentle- 
men was  also  appointed  to  assist  the  churchwardens  in  carrying  the 
alterations  into  effect,  some  of  whom  urged  the  propriety  of  advertis- 
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ing  for  other  plana  beside  Mr.  Newton's,  which,  after  mui^  oppomtton, 
was  agi-eed  to,  and  plans  were  subsequently  submitted  for  approval  bj 
Mr.  Dodds  and  Mr.  David  Stephenson. 

In  finally  deciding  upon  one  of  these  plans,  the  oommittee  vraa  so 
equally  divided,  that,  while  the  churchwardens'  party  succeeded,  on 
the  plea  of  economy,  in  retaining  that  by  Mr.  Newton,  it  waa  <Hily 
effected  by  a  sort  of  compromise  with  the  other  party,  who  supported 
Mr.  Stephenson,  and  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  work  should 
proceed  under  the  direction  of  that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Newton  con- 
jointly,— an  arrangement  which  is  stated  to  have  proved  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  funds  raised  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  altetation, 
and  to  have  greatly  protracted  the  period  of  its  accomplishment. 

Ample  funds  having  been  obtained,  the  interior  of  the  church  was 
speedily  dismantled.  The  pulpit  was  torn  down,  the  pews  sold  by 
auction,  the  screens  removed,  and  all  the  monuments  occupying  the 
pavement  of  the  aisles  wantonly  destroyed.  The  church  being  thus 
cleared,  it  became  necessary  in  order  to  the  levelling  of  the  pavement, 
to  take  up  the  whole  of  the  tomb-stonea  in  the  choir  and  chancel,  and 
a  resolution  was  taken  not  to  permit  any  burials  in  that  part  of  the 
church  in  future.  Those  persona  who  claimed  burial  places  there, 
were,  generally,  satisfied  with  others  assigned  them  in  the  nave,  whi- 
ther their  respective  grave  stones  were  removed.  Num^ious  other 
fine  sculptured  stones  which  were  not  then  claimed,  were  most  unjusti- 
fiably sold  by  the  churchwardens,  together  with  two  stone  coffins,  and 
the  monuments  above  named,  to  Christopher  Blackett,  esq.,  by  whom 
they  were  used  as  foundation  stones  in  building  the  Post  ofBce,  on  the 
north  side  of  Mosley  street. 


The  stone  figure  here  represented,  which  laid  in  a  niche  under  the 
south  window  of  St.  Mary's  porch  would  have  shared  the  same  fate, 
but  was  spared  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Fisher,  clerk  of  St.  Nicholas. 
In  short,  the  stalls  of  the  choir,  the  altar-screen,  the  school  galleries, 
the  font,  and  a  few  of  the  monuments,  are  the  only  erections  which 
survived  the  general  wreck !  The  stalls  were  placed  in  St.  Mary's 
porch,  which  was  fitted  up  for  occasional  services ;  the  altar  screen 
was  removed  backward   to   the  east  window;   and  the  font  to  the 
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north  transept ;  an  entire  suit  of  new  pewa,  a  new  pulpit  and  oi^n* 
gallery  were  erected ;  and  the  organ  brought  to  face  the  eaat.  The 
gallery  formerly  on  the  north  aisle  of  the  nave  was  at  the  same 
time  placed  over  the  seats  appropriated  to  the  children  of  the  charity 
Bohool,  in  front  of  St.  GFeorge'a  porch,  which,  on  this  occasion,  be- 
came a  receptacle  for  lumber. 


Of  the  few  ancient  monuments  which  did  not  materially  interfere 
with  the  new  arrangement,  and  so  were  permitted  to  escape  destruc- 
tion, the  most  remarkable  are  those  of  the  families  of  Hall  and  Mad- 
dison,  both  of  which  are  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  chancel.  The  for- 
mer was  erected  to  the  memory  of  William  Hall,  who  was  mayor  of 
Newcastle  in  1624,  and  Jane  his  wife,  by  their  only  surviving  son, 
«r  Alexander  Hall,  knight.  "  The  body  of  the  monument  has  on 
either  side  a  pillar  of  the  Corinthian  order;  between  which  is  the 
representation  of  a  deak  with  open  books  upon  it,  and  he  on  the  one 
«de  of  it,  and  his  wife  on  the  other,  with  their  folded  hands  upon  the 
books ;  below  this  are  the  effigies  of  their  children  in  the  same  pos- 
ture; one  of  which  is  represented  kneeling  alone,  at  one  side  of  a 
desk,  with  an  open  book  upon  it ;  and  other  five  on  the  other  side  of 
it,  kneeling  one  after  another.  The  former  supposed  to  be  designed 
for  their  son,  the  other  for  their  daughters."  *  The  principal  figures 
apon  this  monument  have  been  shamefully  mutilated,  having  had 
their  hands  broken  off,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  engraving. 

The  splendid  memorial  of  the  Maddieon  family  is  thus  described  by 
Brand. — "  This  monument  is  of  marble,  which  has  been  painted  and 
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gilded  UDoe  its  firat  erection — it  ia  affixed  to  a  pillar  on  the  north 
side  of  the  south  aisle.  At  the  top  are  the  images  of  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity,  with  their  usual  attributes."  (See  iiutial  letter  page 
284).  "  Below  these  are  the  statues  of  three  persons  of  each  eex,  in 
suppliant  attitudes,  and  on  their  knees.  The  two  on  each  side  of  the 
desk  in  front,"  represented  below  "  are  evidently  meant  for  HeiU7 
Maddison  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Bark^. 
Ho  is  represented  in  tlie  habit  of  an  alderman  of  Newcastle.  The 
two  figures  behind  them  on  the  west  side  represent  old  Lionel  Mad- 
dison, also  an  alderman  of  that  town,  who  married  a  Seymour. 
Above  them  a  shield.  The  figures  on  the  east  side  seem  intended  for 
sir  Lionel  Maddison,  {knighted  by  king  Charles  L  whom  he  enter- 
tained at  dinner  June  4th,  1 633),  and  his  wife,  who  must  have  been  a 
Hall."  "  I  suppose  this  sir  Lionel  to  have  erected  the  monumrat, 
having  modestly  left  a  compartment  without  any  inscription  on  that 
side,  which  his  descendants  have  never  filled  up.  Indeed  as  he  de- 
serted the  royal  cause,  he  would  therefore  be  an  unpopular  character 
after  the  restoration."  Underneath  are  sixteen  smaller  statues,  all 
kneeling,  representing  the  sixteen  children  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Maddison.  The  monument  also  exhibits  a  splendid  series  of  twenty 
shields  of  arms,  pointing  out  the  various  intermarriages  of  the  family. 
Henry  Maddison  died  July  14th,  163i.~MS,  Col. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


In  the  year  1783,  Hutchinson  vis- 
ited the  Roman  station  of  Lan- 
cbester,  and  saw  in  the  garden-wall 
of  Mr,  Greenwell,  of  the  Ford,  the 
sculptures  1  and  2,  which  with  some 
others  there,  hod  been  found  a  short 
time  previous.  He  also  discovered 
at  a  gate  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road,  a  pillar  (3)  which  it  is  presum- 
ed stood  on  the  Watling  street.  It 
was  then  uaed  as  a  gate  post,  and 
inscribed,  he  thinks,  to  Marcus  Aiito- 
nius  Gordianus.  The  ^  in  tlie  last 
line  has  been  compound  to  make  the 
word  Feliei.  The  fourth  is  a  Roman 
patera,  serving  as  a  cover  to  the  cup 
used  for  divine  offices  in  the  neigh- 
bouring church.  It  has  I57I  en- 
graved on  it,  which  is  doubtless  the 
time  of  its  discovery.  The  lost  is  an 
ornamented  square  stone.  It  was  dug  up  at  the  west  entrance  to 
the  station,  and  shews  thftt  these  fortifications  have  been  more  orna- 
mented than  is  commonly  supposed. — HtUckinsofi^a  Dnr. 

Half  moon  lane  chapel,  (Presbyterian)  Gateshead,  founded.  The 
register  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1783  to  1837. — (S^. 
of  Pari.  Com.)  The  chapel  was  opened  for  divine  service  January 
1,  1786. 

Scotch  church.  North  Shields  founded.  The  register  of  births  and 
baptisms  extending  from  1783  to  1837. — Ibid. 


L.*.D.  1783. 


Thi  ancient  Fulpit  or  Jairow  cki-rth,  Rehovbd  a.  D.  1760. 

1783. — JoiTow  church  was  rebuilt,  witli  the  exception  of  the  tower 
and  part  of  the  chaocel.     During  the  removal  of  the  old  building  in 
the  preceding  year  a  great  number  of  antiqnitiefl  were  diBCOversd, 
and  sufficient  proof  adduced  that  Jarrow  had  been  a  fort,  secondaiy 
station,  or  fortified  village  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
The  first  of  these, 
ie  a   military   tro- 
phy, such  as  were 
usually   placed    on 
the  front  of  tem- 
ples, or  other  pub- 
lic  buildings,    and 
is     read     thus : — 
"  The  army  erect- 
ed this  on  the  extension  of  the  Roman  dominion  from  the  western  to 
the  eastern  sea."     This  stone  acquires  considerable  importance  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  containing  the  name  of  our  island — Brftan- 
MiA — at  full  length.     The  next  ie  the  fragment  of  an  altar,  possibly  a 
votive  tribute  to  all  the  adopted  sons  of  Hadrian.     It  was  su^ested 
by  Brand,  that  these  stones  might  have  been  brought  from  the  adja- 
cent station  of  South  Shields ;  but  Uter  writers  have  coincided  with 
the  opinion  expressed  above.     More  immediate  uid  decisive  evidenc« 
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wae  obtuiiicd  however,  for,  two  square  puveinGnta  of  Koiiiau  brick,  a 


■mall  silver  coin  of  Auliia  Vitellius,  and  a  stone  representing  an 
archer  shooting  a  stag,  were  discovered  ;  an<l,  at  various  times,  th« 
whole  site  of  the  monastery,  church  and  village  lias  been  found  to 
abound  with  Roman  foundations.  A  piece  of  very  ancient  waH,  at 
8ome  distance  from  the  N.  E,  comer  of  the  cemetery,  is  supposed 
to  be  a  part  of  the  ancient  defences  of  the  station. 

The  Saxon  histor;- of  Jarrow  commences  in  6S1,  {2S5  years  after  the 
final  departure  of  the  Romans  from  Britain)  and  in  6S5  the  monas- 
tery waa  built.     One  venerable  and  interesting  monument  was  pre- 
served   in    the    altera^ 
tions,   and  placed  over 
the  arch  of  the  tower, 
between  the  nave  and 
chancel,  having  former- 
ly occupied  a  place  iu 
the  north   wall   of  the 
church.     This  most  cu- 
rious inscription  is  thus 
read  by  Brand : — "  The 
dedication  of  tho  church 

of  St.  Paul  on  tho  9th  of  the  kalends  of  May,  in  tlie  15th  year  of 
king  Egfrid,  and  the  fourth  of  Ceolfrid,  abbot,  and  under  God  the 
founder  of  the  said  church.* 

A  fragment  of  an  in- 
scription, was  removed 
hence  by  Brand  to  Ry- 
ton,  and  evidently  re- 
lates to  the  abbot 
"  Huaeberchtus "  who  was  oootemporary 
with  Bede.  The  next,  now  said  to  be  built 
up  in  the  church  is  read  : — "  In  hoc  singulari 
anno  vita  reditur  mundo,"  and  is  supposed  to  allude  to  the  refounda- 

•  "  The  boiilBcse  of  Uenlila  Rome,  Ihe  builtliog^  where  the  mapstratca  held  the  coorl* 
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tion  of  the  monastery  by  the  Normane.     Brand  also  found  an  oblong 


atone  coffin  lid,  bearing  a  cross,  the  head  flory,  and  near  the  base  of 
the  staff,  a  key,  supposed  to  have  covered  the  grave  of  an  abbot  or 
cellarer.     The  ruins  are  so  disjointed  and  shaken  that  little  idea  can 
be  gained  of  their  original  form,  but  many  curious  morsels  remun. 
One  of  the  bells 

in  the  tower  is  ex- 
tremely remarkable 

it  is  marked    with 

two        fleurs-de-lis, 

and     inscribed     in 

large         characters 

"Sanoti    Pauli   ora 

pro     nobis."      The 

bell  is  supposed  to    ^_ 

be  that    placed    in 

the  original  foundation,  and  is  seventy- 
eight  inches  in  circumference.  In  the  vestry  is  exhibited  an  old  rude 
oaken  chair,  said  to  have  been  the  common  chair  of  the  venerable 
Bede.  The  seat  and  sides  are  very  ancient ;  but  the  back  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  modern.  Brides  are  installed  in  it  soon  after  nuuv 
riage  to  assist  in  fecundity.  Many  a  fait  pilgrim  too,  has  earned 
away  a  piece  of  it  to  place  under  her  pillow,  confident  that  she  (under 
so  powerful  a  oharm)  will  dream  of  her  future  husband.  The  piona 
thefts  of  such  believing  visitors  have  rendered  the  chair  very  rough 
and  uneven. — Brand.    Hodgton.    Mackenzie.    MS. 

1784. — The  Tees  was  frozen  over,  and  a  sheep  roasted  thereon. — 


January  14.— Died,  in  Newoa^le,  Mr.  Thomas  Slack,  who,  for 
many  years  had  carried  on  with  credit  and  respectability,  the  business 
of  a  printer,  bookseller,  and  publisher  of  the  Newcastle  Chronicle. 
He  was  the  author  of  7^  British  Neffodator,  BanJtera  Guide,  and 

of  J[utic«,  were  conierted  into  charchps  on  their  coavendon  to  ChriBtiuiitj ;  and  Ihu 
cimii!  tlie  word  builicK  to  ngoify  »  church.  The  9lh  ot  the  kolendi  of  May  ii  the  SSrd 
of  ApriL" — BroHd. 
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other  books  of  calculation,  published  in  the  name  of  8,  Thomas, — 
Loc€tl  Bee. 

1784  (March). — ^As  some  men  were  ploughing  in  the  lands  of 
Swaites-hall,  near  Bamardcastle,  they  turned  up  several  pieces  of 
silver,  which,  upon  examination,  were  found  to  be  coins  of  Henry  I., 
which  had  in  all  probability  lain  in  the  ground  nearly  600  years,  and 
what  was  very  remarkable,  a  tradition  of  treasure  being  hid  there,  had 
been  handed  down  in  the  family  for  ages. — Local  Papers. 

April  5. — The  master  and  brethren  of  King  Greorge^s  lodge,  Sun- 
derland, accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  brethren  from  the  neigh- 
bouring lodges,  went  in  procession  to  lay  the  foundation  stone  of  the 
Phoenix  lodge.  After  the  usual  ceremonies,  coins  of  his  majesty 
George  III.,  and  an  elegant  coronation  medal  of  Queen  Charlotte, 
were  deposited  in  the  stone,  and  above  them  a  copper-plate,  on 
which  was  engraved  an  elegant  Latin  inscription.  April  5th,  1785, 
the  lodge  was  dedicated  with  great  solemnity  .^-/JW. 

May  10. — Workmen  began  to  pull  down  the  buildings  in  the  Black 
Swan  entry,  and  Bird  in  Bush  Yard,  on  the  west  side  of  Pilgrim 
street,  Newcastle,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  Mosley-street. — Ibid, 

May  16. — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  the  pottery  at  St.  AnthonyX  on  the 
river  Tyne,  near  Newcastle,  belonging  to  Messrs.  King  and  Co.,  but 
was  got  under  after  damaging  a  great  quantity  of  earthenware  and 
part  of  the  building. — lUd. 

May  17. — Workmen  began  to  pull  down  the  house  which  formed 
an  angle  between  the  foot  of  the  Side  and  the  Sandhill,  nearly  oppo- 
site to  the  foot  of  the  Butcher^s  Bank,  Newcastle,  for  the  purpose  of 
widening  that  very  narrow  and  dangerous  turning.— Ibid. 

May  18. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  joiner^s  shop,  in  the  Painter 
Heugh,  Newcastle,  occasioned  by  an  oil  pot  having  been  carelessly 
left  on  the  fire,  which  boiled  over.  The  shop,  and  every  thing  it 
contained  was  entirely  consumed. — Ibid. 

May  27. — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  a  joiner's  shop,  down  an  entry  in 
the  Flesh  Market,  Newcastle,  which  entirely  destroyed  it  and  its 
contents. — Ibid. 

June  1. — The  brewery  and  malting  at  Whitley,  near  North  Shields, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hall,  took  fire  and  were  entirely  consumed. — Ibid. 

June  18. — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Kidd,  flax-dresser, 
in  the  Groat  Market,  Newcastle.  It  was  somewhat  remarkable,  that 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  Mr.  Kidd  had  a  warehouse  entirely  con- 
sumed, and  his  shop  twice  on  fire,  but  on  both  occasions  the  fire  in 
the  shop  was  extinguished  without  much  damage. — Ibid. 

August. — The  New  White  Gross,  in  Newgate  Street,  Newcastle, 
was  finished.    It  was  built  on  the  plan,  and  under  the  inspection  of 
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Mr.  David  Stephenson,  architect.  It  was  ornamented  on  the  four 
sides  with  the  arms  of  the  mayor,  magistrates,  and  sheriff.  While 
in  progress  of  erection  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  petition- 
ed the  common  council  to  have  a  clock  therein,  which  being  agreed  to, 
a  turret  was  adopted  in  h*eu  of  the  original  design. — Local  Papers, 

1784  (August  9). — A  balloon  was  set  off  from  the  Sandhill,  New- 
castle, by  Mr.  Clarke,  jun.,  for  the  benefit  and  enlargement  of  an 
eminent  teacher  then  in  Newgate,  for  a  debt  contracted  when  in  a 
bad  state  of  health.  It  continued  in  view  about  ten  minutes,  when 
it  disappeared  by  its  great  elevation.  The  sum  collected  amounted 
to  <f  33.  which  answered  the  intended  purpose. — Ibid. 

August  26. — James  Chambers  and  William  Collins,  two  sailors, 
the  former  a  Scotsman,  the  other  an  Irishman,  were  executed  on  the 
Town  moor,  near  Newcastle,  for  the  robbing  of  Mr.  Jasper  Ander- 
son, of  Coxlodge,  near  his  own  house,  on  the  18th  of  the  preceding 
November. — Ibid. 

September  2. — Some  workmen  digging  under  a  house  in  the  Old 
Flesh-market,  Newcastle,  discovered,  at  the  depth  of  18  inches  from 
the  surface,  two  human  skulls,  and  several  other  bones,  which  had 
apparently  belonged  to  full  grown  men  or  women. — Ibid, 

October  30. — Died,  at  Birtley,  in  the  parish  of  Cbester-le-Street, 
Elizabeth  Errington,  aged  104  years. — Ibid. 

November  23. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  bakehouse,  at  Monkwear- 
mouth-shore,  which  entirely  consumed  the  same,  two  houses  adjoining 
and  much  damaged  a  third. — Ibid. 

November. — An  explosion  took  place  in  Wallsend  colliery,  by 
which  three  men  lost  their  lives.  Another  explosion  occurred  in 
December,  when  two  men  lost  their  lives.  These  explosions  were 
supposed  to  have  taken  place  at  the  spark  of  the  steel  mill,  by  the 
light  of  which  the  people  were  working  in  the  shaft.  The  bodies 
were  not  recovered  for  several  months.  In  repairing  the  shaft  after 
these  explosions,  the  mode  of  throwing  the  rays  of  the  sun  down  a 
shaft  by  a  mirror,  so  as  to  light  it,  was  accidentally  discovered -in  the 
following  manner : — ^while  the  people  were  working  in  the  shaft,  at 
about  80  fathoms  from  the  surface,  a  carpenter  was  employed  to  do 
something  at  the  head  framing  immediately  above  the  mouth  of  the 
shaft,  and  in  using  his  saw,  he  accidentally  turned  the  bright  blade 
of  it,  so  as  to  throw  a  pencil  of  the  sun^s  rays  suddenly  down  the  pit> 
to  the  great  terror  of  the  workmen  below,  who  thought  the  pit  had 
fired  again.  The  cause  of  their  alarm  however,  being  soon  discovered 
it  suggested  the  idea  of  applying  a  mirror  to  throw  the  light  of  the 
sun  down  the  shaft,  which  mode  of  lighting  has  since  been  frequently 
resorted  to,  when  other  lights  could  not  be  used. — Ibid. 
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178i. — By  the   washing  of  a 

flood  on  the  banks  of  the  Dar- 

went,    the    aocompanjing    altar 

(1.)  was  discovered,  and  was  in 

the  poBsessioD  of  H.  Swinburne, 

esq.,  in  1787.     It  is  two  feet  six 

inches  high,  and  thirteen  inches 

thick,    the   characters   are   well 

cut  and  mosUy   distinct.     The 

second,  third,  and  fourth,  were 

also  found  at   Ebchester    at    a 
former  period,  and  placed  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the  wall  of  the 
curacy  house.     The  last  is  fixed  in  the  wall  of  another  house  near  the 
former. — ffutchinsoti'e  Bur. 


This  year,  died  at  Alnwick,  Hugh  Rowland  Hughes,  aged  115 
years.  He  had  had  four  wives,  by  whom  he  had  twenty-three  child- 
ren, — Local  Papers. 

1785  (Jan.  15). — A  sheep  belonging  to  Mr.  Robertson  of  Bolam- 
moor-house,  was  dug  out  of  the  snow  alive,  after  having  lain  six  weeks 
covered  over  a  very  considerable  thickness. — Ibid. 

This  month,  was  married  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  SUvertop,  to  Mrs. 
Pearson ; — this  was  the  third  tune  that  this  lady  had  been  before  the 
altar  in  the  character  of  a  bride,  and  there  had  been  something  re- 
markable in  each  of  her  three  connubial  engagements,  her  first  hus- 
band, was  a  Quaker,  of  the  name  of  Ormston,  her  second  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  her  third  a  Protestant  of  the  established  church. 
Every  husband  was  twice  her  age ;  at  16  she  married  a  gentleman 
of  32  ;  at  30  she  took  one  of  60 ;  and,  at  42,  she  was  united  to  a 
gentleman  of  84. — ChatUti  Col. 

February  6. — Died,  in  London,  Matthew  Duane,  esq.,  the  most 
eminent  conveyancer  of  his  time.      He  was  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and 
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Antiquarian  Societies,  and  a  trustee  of  the  British  Museum.  Being 
a  skilful  collector,  he  left  behind  him  a  complete  series  of  Syrian^ 
Phoenician,  Grecian,  Roman,  and  other  coins.  He  was  the  friend 
and  patron  of  the  polite  and  fine  arts.  The  body  arrived  in  New- 
castle on  the  26th  of  February,  and  the  same  evening  was  interred 
in  St.  Nicholas'*  church,  where  a  neat  mural  monument  is  placed  to 
his  memory. — Local  Papers. 

1785  (Feb.). — Two  children,  sons  of  James  Bryson,  shoemaker,  of 
Newcastle,  the  eldest  about  six,  and  the  younger  only  three  years  of 
age,  performed  several  tunes  upon  the  Harpsichord,  before  a  numer- 
ous and  genteel  oompany  at  the  Old  Assembly  Booms,  in  that  town  ; 
when  they  gave  such  proofs  of  their  great  powers  upon  the  instru- 
ment, as  astonished  the  whole  company. — Newc.  Mag. 

April  5. — A  very  numerous  and  splendid  company  attended  the  de- 
dication of  the  Phoenix  Lodge  at  Sunderland.  They  met  at  the 
lodge  room  at  nine  in  the  morning,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to 
St.  John^s  chapel,  where  a  most  eloquent  lecture  on  masonry  was  de- 
livered by  the  rev.  M.  Hall ;  and  the  sacred  oratorio  of  the  Messiah 
performed,  the  tickets  to  which  produced  «P90.  After  the  oratorio 
200  of  the  brethren  dined  together  at  the  lodge  room :  and  the  day 
was  spent  with  that  brotherly  love  and  harmony,  which  distinguish 
such  meetings. — Ihid. 

April  15. — A  sheep,  the  property  of  Anthony  Hall,  of  Side  Head, 
was  taken  from  among  the  snow  at  Black,  near  Chapel,  in  Weardale, 
Durham,  where  it  had  remained  covered  nineteen  weeks  and  three 
days  ;  after  it  was  taken  out  it  ran  a  considerable  time,  and  wajs  soon 
afterwards  in  thriving  condition.  The  place  where  it  was  buried 
being  near  a  spring,  it  was  supposed  to  have  fed  upon  rushes. — 
Berwick  Mvspum. 

April  2."). — The  sailors  in  the  port  of  T)'ne  ha>ang,  for  some  time, 
made  a  stand,  demanding  50s.  per  month  wages  or  £fi.  the  London 
voyage,  and  their  victuals  whilst  the  ship  remained  in  harbour.  The 
mayor  and  magistrates  of  Newcastle,  with  several  of  the  neighbour- 
ing justices,  went  to  Shields  on  the  above  day,  accompanied  by  a 
party  of  soldiers,  in  order  to  settle  the  dispute ;  when,  finding  the 
sailors  resolute  in  their  determination  not  to  go  to  sea  under  the  pro- 
posed wages, — it  was  thought  proper  to  comply  with  their  request, 
and  they  accordingly  went  peacefully  on  board  their  respective  ships. 
It  is  remarkable,  and  much  to  thp  honour  of  the  seamen^  that  during 
the  whole  of  their  stand,  they  behaved  with  the  greatest  regularity ; 
and,  except  preventing  the  ships  from  going  to  sea,  and  maltreating 
some  of  their  own  body,  who  refused  to  join  in  their  d^nand,  not 
the  least  mischief  was  done. — Newc.  Mag. 


A.  D.  1785.]  TABLE   BOOK.  299 

1785  (May  26). — Died,  in  the  alms-hotuse,  at  Bishopwearmouth, 
Daniel  Stuart,  a  travelling  bookseller,  aged  105  years.  He  was  sup- 
posed to  be  the  oldest  bookseller,  or  flying  stationer  in  Great  Britain. 
He  travelled  the  country  and  the  town  of  Sunderland,  within  half  a 
year  of  his  death,  and  what  was  very  remarkable,  he  never  made 
use  of  spectacles. — Local  Papers, 

June  12. — The  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  Newcastle,  after  the  altera- 
tions, conunenced  in  1783,  was  re-opened  for  divine  service. — Ibid. 

June. — An  explosion  occurred  in  Wallsend  colliery,  by  which  one 
man  lost  his  life.  This  was  the  first  explosion  which  was  distinctly 
known  to  have  taken  place  at  the  steel  mill.  Some  doubt  remained 
up  to  this  time  as  to  whether  the  fire  damp  would  explode  at  the 
spark  of  the  steel  mill  or  not ;  but  the  fact  was  clearly  ascertained  on 
this  occasion,  as  the  person,  John  Selkirk,  who  was  "playing"'  the 
mill  survived  the  accident. — Ibid. 

Juno  27. — ^A  farmer  in  Bothbury  Forest,  Northumberland,  cast- 
ing peat  incautiously,  set  fire  to  a  part  of  the  heath,  to  get  more 
easily  at  the  moss,  which,  by  the  dryness  of  the  season,  spread,  and 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  were  consumed.  After  this, 
the  heath  on  the  adjoining  hills,  called  Simonside-beacon,  took  fire, 
and  more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  sheep  ground  were  rendered 
totally  useless.  On  the  29th,  th^  writer  of  this  account  says,  ho 
walked  to  the  top  of  a  rock,  from  whence  the  prospect  was  dreadful 
beyond  conception.  A  large  surface  of  fire  appeared  in  the  valley 
below,  and  the  surrounding  hills  being  in  flames,  exhibited  a  picture 
equally  horrible  and  beautiful. — Chatto's  Col. 

July  25. — ^John  Winship,  a  farmer,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Monk- 
wearmouth,  was  executed  at  Durham,  having  been ,  convicted  of 
poisoning  his  maid-servant  by  administering  certain  drugs  to  pro- 
duce abortion.  His  body  was  given  to  the  ^rgeons  for  dissection, 
and  was  opened  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Sunderland,  who  in  the  pre- 
^  sence  of  many  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  delivered  a  lecture  on  the 
contents  of  the  cranium,  thorax  and  abdomen. — Local  Papers. 

August  1. — Four  persons  were  executed  at  Durham,  viz: — Wil- 
liam Hamilton,  and  Isabella  his  reputed  wife,  for  breaking  into  and 
robbing  the  house  of  John  Smith,  of  Stobbalee,  near  Witton  Gilbert, 
and  cruelly  using  the  said  John  Smith  and  his  wife ;  Thomas  Elliot, 
for  horse-stealing ;  and  Duncan  Wright,  for  house-breaking. — Ibid. 

August  16. — William  Graham,  for  housebreaking,  and  William 
Cockbum,  for  horse-stealing,  were  executed  at  Morpeth,  pursuant  to 
their  sentences. — Ibid. 

September  8. — Late  at  night,  one  of  the  sugar-houses  of  Messrs. 
Forster  and  Co.,  in  the  close,  Newcastle,  was  discovered  to  be  on 
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fire ;  and  about  two  o^clook  on  the  following  morning,  the  flameB 
burst  forth  from  several  parts  of  the  building  with  such  dreadful 
fury,  that  the  prospect  became  in  a  moment  the  most  shocking  and 
tremendous,  imagination  can  conceive.  Every  attempt  to  stop  its 
progress  appeared  for  some  time  to  be  fruitless.  The  ringing  of  the 
the  fire-bell,  procured  the  almost  immediate  assistance  of  all  the 
fire-engines  kept  in  the  town,  which,  by  the  exertions  of  the  firemen 
and  other  inhabitants,  were  rendered  of  the  most  important  service 
in  preventing  the  flames  from  communicating  to  the  surrounding 
buildings.  In  a  few  hours  the  whole  of  that  extensive  erection,  the 
sugar-house  fronting  the  river,  with  a  great  part  of  the  valuable  stock, 
was  reduced  to  ashes.  Mr.  Glapham^s  brewery,  adjoining,  unavoida- 
bly shared  the  same  fate,  and  considerable  damage  was  also  done  to 
the  buildings  on  the  opposite  side. — Local  Papers, 

1785  (Oct.  16). — Died,  at  the  Grange,  Miss  Ann  Allan,  aged  68. 
On  the  25th  her  remains  were  interred  in  the  family  vault  at  Darling- 
ton, accompanied  by  the  tears  of  the  poor,  and  the  lamentations  of 
all.  The  pall  was  supported  by  the  two  Messrs.  Arden,  the  hon.  Mr. 
Vane,  sir  John  Eden,  sir  Henry  Vane,  Mr.  Tempest,  Mr.  Bobinson, 
and  Mr.  Nesham.  A  dole  was  given  to  upwards  of  9,000  poor  peo- 
ple. The  late  eminent  antiquary,  George  Allan,  esq.,  F.S.A.  ^^In 
gratitude  to  her  memory,^  had  a  portrait  of  this  lady  engraved  for 
private  distribution.  It  is  engraved  by  GoUyer  from  a  painting  by 
Hay,  and  exhibits  a  fine-looking  old  lady,  seated  in  a  chair,  with  a 
book  in  her  hand. — Hid. 

October  31. — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Elizabeth  Jameson, 
aged  100  years.  She  lived  in  a  garret  wherein  she  was  bom,  and 
brought  up  a  large  family,  without  having  ever  changed  her  situation. 
Und, 

November  7. — A  specimen  of  the  Bedwing  was  taken  up  at  six 
o^dock  in  the  morning  which  on  its  approach  to  land,  had  flown 
against  Tynemouth  light  house,  and  was  so  stunned  that  it  fell  to  the 
ground  and  died  soon  after,  the  light  most  probably  had  attracted  its 
attention. — Bewick, 

The  south  pillars  in  the  interior  of  the  church  of  All  Saints,  New- 
castle, having  giving  away,  the  celebration  of  divine  service  on  Sunday 
the  18th  of  December  was  prevented.  The  decayed  and  ruinous  state 
of  the  building  excited  considerable  alarm,  which  was  further  in- 
creased by  the  south  wall  shrinking  considerably.  On  an  inspection 
of  the  church  by  Mr.  William  Newton,  architect,  it  was  found  that 
the  south  wall  inclined  outward  six  to  twelve  inches  from  the  perpen- 
dicular ;  that  the  south  pillars  and  arches  in  the  interior  inclined  from 
fourteen  to  eighteen  inches  in  the  same  direction ;  and  that  fissures 
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of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  width,  were  formed  at  the  base  of  the  pillars, 
froDQ  which  a  recent  shrink  had  eeparated  several  pieces  of  stone. 
Mr.  Newton  recommended  the  reparation  of  the  Btnicture  at  the  es- 
timated expence  of  .f  1,683,  13b.,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  on 
the  19th  of  January,  1786,  tx)  carry  his  preposition  into  excution. 
As  however,  by  Mr.  Newton's  plan,  the  chancel  must  have  been 
shortened  twenty-six  feet,  and  the  body  of  the  church  sixteen  feet 
from  the  west  end ;  and  as  doubts  existed  regarding  the  expediency 
of  the  undertaking,  the  professional  opinions  of  Messrs  David  Ste- 
phenson and  John  Dodds,  were  requested  by  the  committee.  The 
reports  of  these  gentlemen  were  received  on  the  28th  of  March.  Mr. 
Stephenson  stated  that,  from  the  number  of  unforeseen  circumstances 
that  would  occur  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  no  correct  idea  of 
the  expeoces  could  be  estimated ;  and  Mr.  Dodds  concluded  his  report 
by  observing  that  "this  decayed  building  cannot  be  repaired  but  at 
as  much  expence  a^  building  a  new  one.  If  one  part  is  taken  down 
the  rest  wiU  follow.^  At  a  meeting  of  the  parishioners  held  in  the 
Testry-room,  on  Easter  Tuesday,  April  IStb,  the  question  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  was  carried  unanimously,  in  consequence  of 
which  resolution,  divine  service  was  performed  in  the  church  for  the 
last  time,  on  the  9th  of  July. — BopuntKs  All  Saints. 
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1785. — About  this  period  was  discovered  the  very  singular  salt 
spring  at  Birtloy,  in  the  county  of  Durham ;  one  of  the  greatest  arcana 
of  nature,  and  which,  like  many  more,  wiU  never  be  explored  by  man, 
and  displays  the  wonderful  works  of  the  omnipotent  in  an  eminent 
degree.  It  arises  at  the  depth  of  seventy  fathoms,  in  an  en^ne  pit 
erected  for  drawing  water  out  of  coal  mines,  at  the  extremity  of  a 
stone  drift,  drove  two  hundred  yards  north-east  therein  for  the  pur- 
pose of  draining  the  water  from  the  coal  works,  and  what  is  more 
extraordinary,  springs  only  in  such  drift  in  every  direction,  though 
such  pit,  and  every  other  contigious  thereto,  have  been  excavated 
both  above  and  below  it  many  fathoms,  where,  and  when  it  might 
naturally  have  been  supposed  the  same  spring  would  have  been  found. 
Its  mixing  itself  with  the  fresh  water  in  the  same  pit,  would  have 
occasioned  its  remaining  unnoticed  to  this  day,  but  for  an  accident 
which  happened  to  the  boiler  of  the  engine  soon  after  its  erection. 
One  morning  the  bottom  of  the  boiler  suddenly  dropt  out,  the  engine 
man  amazed  thereat,  as  well  he  might,  informed  the  undertakers,  who 
upon  examination  found  it  incrusted  with  a  vast  quantity  of  salt,  imd 
the  iron  totally  corroded.  Upon  tasting  the  water,  though  incor- 
porated with  immense  quantities  of  fresh,  it  was  found  exceedingly 
brackish  and  salt,  whereupon  they  explored  the  workings,  and  found 
the  above  mentioned  very  valuable  salt  spring  arise  in  such  drift  only, 
and  which  has  since  produced,  and  may  for  centuries  produce  20,000 
gaUons  per  day,  four  times  stronger  than  any  sea  water  whatever, 
therefore  it  can  have  no  communication  with  the  sea.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  valuable  discovery,  an  extensive  manufactory  of  salt 
was  established  by  a  company  of  gentlemen,  who,  after  encountering 
many  difficulties,  succeeded  in  bringing  it  to  very  great  perfection. 
The  quantity  of  water  has  never  been  known  to  vary,  and  it  is  as 
strong  now  as  when  the  salt  works  first  began.  The  quantity  of  salt 
made  yearly  is  about  1000  tons. — Min.  o/Bd.  of  AgricuUtire.  Surtees. 

December. — ^An  explosion  took  place  in  Wallsend  colliery,  by 
which  unfortunate  accident  two  men  lost  their  lives. — Local  Papers, 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  a  most  violent  and  destructive  storm 
ravaged  the  coasts  of  Northumberland  and  Durham.  The  wind  was 
accompanied  with  *very  large  falls  of  snow,  which  was  felt  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  than  at  any  other  place 
in  the  county.  The  roads  were  completely  blocked  up,  until  labour- 
ers were  procured  to  form  a  communication,  particularly  the  great 
north  road  between  Felton  and  Alnwick,  and  westward  between 
Harlow  hill  and  Hexham ;  at  both  of  which  the  labourers  were  nu- 
merous. All  trade  was  stopped,  not  a  waggon  being  able  to  arrive  in 
in  Newcastle  for  many  days.    At  sea  the  e£fects  of  the  storm  were 
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dreadful  beyond  description,  the  whole  extent  of  the  coast  for  more 
than  an  hundred  miles  in  length,  was  strewed  with  wrecks,  and  ves- 
sels on  the  ground.  Between  Alnmouth  and  Coquet  Island,  eleven 
vessels  lay  on  the  beach,  besides  those  that  had  foundered,  and  been 
stoven  to  pieces  among  the  rocks.  Happily  the  whole  of  the  crews  of 
these  eleven  were  saved.  Fifteen  ships  were  ashore  to  the  northward 
of  Alnmouth,  and  between  Coquet  island  and  Cresswell-point,  no  less 
than  thirty  lay  in  utter  ruin.  At  Blyth,  the  English  Hero  was  driven 
on  shore.  The  crew,  ten  in  number,  seeing  no  other  course,  entered 
the  boats,  and  all  perished.  They  left  two  boys  on  board,  one  of 
whom  went  to  prayers,  and  when  the  storm  abated,  was  found  fast 
asleep  in  the  cabin,  as  calm  and  serene  as  if  no  danger  had  been  near. 
A  poor  man  walking  along  the  coast  near  Blyth,  saw  a  dead  body 
lying  on  the  sand,  and  on  examining  it,  found  in  a  pocket  of  his 
clothes,  thirteen  pounds  of  money.  Having  procured  assistance,  he 
had  the  body  conveyed  to  the  church  yard,  to  be  identified  if  pos- 
sible. The  money  he  placed  in  proper  hands,  for  delivery  to  his 
friends,  if  any  should  appear.  Between  Hartlepool  and  Seaton  Carew, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  not  less  than  thirty-three  vessels  lay  upon 
the  beach — ChaMo's  Col,    Local  Papers, 

1785. — This  year  died,  Mrs.  Oarr,  of  the  Quay  side,  Newcastle,  aged 
100  years. — Local  Papers, 

In  the  winter  of  this  year,  the  entrance  of  Sunderland  harbour  was 
warped  up  by  a  large  sand-bed,  which  extended  quite  across  the  ha- 
ven mouth,  leaving  scarcely  depth  of  water  for  the  entrance  of  a  light 
vessel.  It  was  suggested,  in  consequence,  by  Mr.  Shout,  the  resident 
engineer,  that  a  temporary  wooden  pier  should  be  erected  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  in  order  to  contract  the  channel,  and  enable 
the  ebb  tide  to  scour  itself  a  deeper  b<»d.  The  plan  was  immediately 
adopted,  and  in  a  few  months  there  was  a  deep  and  spacious  channel. 
This  beneficial  result  induced  the  commissioners  to  commence  the 
building  of  a  |)ermanont  pier  of  stone.  Near  seven  hundred  feet  of 
solid  pier,  built  upon  piles,  was  completed  by  Mr.  Shout  the  elder, 
and  ninety  feet  more  were  added  by  his  successor  Mr.  Pickemel. — 
The  preamble  of  an  act  of  this  date,  for  the  improvement  of  Sunder- 
land harbour,  states,  that  the  east  end  of  the  south  pier  had  become 
ruinous  and  in  danger  of  falling,  and  that  it  was  necessary  te  take  it 
down,  and  rebuild  it  in  a  different  direction,  less  exposed  te  the  vio- 
lence of  the  sea  and  land  floods.  Since  that  period  the  south  pier 
has  been  extended  to  the  length  of  1877  feet. — Surtees. 

This  year,  a  Grammar-school  was  built  by  subscription  at  Steckton 
on  a  plot  of  ground  leased  under  the  bishop  of  Durham  by  the  cor- 
poration.— Brewster. 
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1 785.~A  dispensary  was  this  year  established  at  Durham.  Out  of  this 
charitable  institution,  arose  the  present  Infirmary  of  that  city, Surtees. 

1786  (Jan.  16). — Died  at  Chester-le-Street,  Mrs.  Barron,  in  the 
101st  year  of  her  age. — Local  Papers, 

January  28, — A  boar,  the  property  of  Mr.  Graham  (Clarke)  of 
Newcastle,  having  escaped  from  his  confinement  into  the  street,  a 
servant,  named  Joseph  Smith,  was  despatched  in  pursuit  of  him. 
The  man  followed  the  animal  into  the  narrow  lane  between  High  Friar 
street  and  the  town^s  wall,  from  which  it  was  necessary  to  turn  him 
towards  home,  and  made  several  attempts  to  drive  him  back,  by 
throwing  stones.  The  furious  beast  at  last  turned  upon  his  wretched 
victim,  and,  siezing  him  by  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  tore  him 
dreadfully.  Some  persons  hearing  his  moans,  came  to  his  assist- 
ance, when  the  boar  flew  at  them  so  furiously,  that  they  were  glad  to 
make  their  escape  by  getting  over  an  adjoining  wall ;  after  which  the 
boar  returned  to  his  prey,  and  tore  him  upwards,  in  such  a  dreadful 
manner,  that  he  died  in  the  space  of  a  few  minutes.  The  boar  was 
shot  immediately,  and  bwied  in  the  Garliol  Croft,  (now  Carliol 
street,  &c.),  but  some  persons  afterwards  dug  him  up. — Ibid* 

March  15. — Was  found  dead  in  his  bed,  at  an  obscure  lodging  near 
Chiswell-street  (London),  William  Swan,  esq.  He  was  the  surviving 
male-heir  of  the  late  Thomas  Swan,  esq.,  alderman  and  mayor  of  Hull, 
in  Yorkshire,  who  left  estates  to  the  amount  of  ^20,000  per  annum, 
and  which  the  above  unfortunate  gentleman  had  been  trying  in 
vain  for  twenty  years  to  recover.  The  history  of  the  heir  is  no  less 
remarkable  than  that  of  his  father,  who,  when  nine  years  of  age,  (to 
disinherit  him)  was  trepanned  from  his  father''s  house,  (Richard 
Swan,  esq.,  of  Benwell  hall,  near  Newcastle),  and  put  on  board  the 
New  Britannia  brig,  was  wrecked  on  the  rocks  of  SciUy,  with  sir 
Cloudesley  ShovePs  fleet,  and  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner  by  an 
Algerine  vessel,  and  sold  for  a  slave ;  but  after  four  years^  imprison- 
ment, he  was  set  at  liberty  by  the  redeeming  friars.  After  this  he 
was  again  taken  prisoner,  carried  and  sold  for  a  slave  to  a  planter  in 
South  Carolina,  where  he  suffered  almost  every  human  woe.  He 
returned  to  England,  after  a  banishment  of  above  twenty  years, 
in  1726,  and  was  identified  by  one  Mrs.  Grofton,  of  Newcastle,  his 
nurse,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Chance,  who  had  been  his  father^s  footman. 
He  directly  laid  claim  to  the  estates  of  alderman  Swan,  but  having 
neither  money  nor  friends  living  to  assist  him,  all  his  efforts  proved 
abortive.  After  this  he  settled  at  an  obscure  village  near  Hull,  called 
North  Dalton,  where  he  married  one  Jane  Cole,  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  the  above  unfortunate  William  Swan.  He  afterwards  died  of  a 
broken  heart  at  the  above  village  in  1735.'*^ — CAattd^s  Col. 
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1786  (Aprii  9). — At  Bowsdon-moor,  in  the  parish  of  Lowick, 
Northumberland,  a  young  goose  laid  an  egg  of  an  uncommon  size, 
which  induced  the  owner  to  break  it,  in  order  to  see  if  any  thing  par- 
ticular was  the  cause  of  its  great  bulk.  It  was  found  to  be  double. 
The  enclosed  egg  was  about  the  common  size.  The  shell  of  the  outer- 
most was  not  so  hard  as  the  other.  This,  together  with  the  enclosed 
€gg,  also  contained  an  equal  quantity  of  white  and  yolk.  The  whole 
weighed  upwards  uf  13^  ounces. — Btrmck  Maseian. 

April  19. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  store-room,  and  communicated 
to  the  offices  of  the  salt-works  at  Birtley,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
which  raged  with  great  fury,  and  seemed  to  threaten  destruction  to 
the  whole  of  the  valuable  and  extensive  buildings,  but  was  happily  got 
under  after  doing  considerable  damage  ;  and  that  night  was  entirely 
extinguished  by  the  firemen  and  engines  belonging  to  the  Newcastle 
Insurance  Office,  whose  readiness  and  uncommon  exertions  on  the 
occamon  merited  the  highest  encomiums. — Ibid. 

April  24. — Died,  at  Jarrow  quay,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Kailston,  aged  103 
years.  She  could  walk  about,  and  read  without  spectacles  to  the  day 
of  her  death. — Local  Papers. 

April. — An  explosion  took  place  in  Wollsend  colliery,  by  which 
unfortunate  event  six  human  beings  lost  their  lives. — Ibid. 

May  4. — Died,  in  Mr.  Davison's  hospital,  in  Newcastle,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Hobson,  aged  100  years.  She  was  the  first  woman  that  enter- 
ed that  building  after  its  being  opened  for  the  reception  of  poor 
freemen^e  daughters. — Ibid. 

May  15. — Died,  at  Picktrec,  near  Chester-le-Street,  Mr,  Geoige 
Bell,  in  the  103rd  year  of  his  age. — Ibid. 

May   24. — Sir    Henry    George   Liddell, 

bart.,  of  Ravensworth  castle,  in  the  county 

of  Durham,  in  company  with  Mr.  Bowes, 

and  Mr.  Consett,  embarked  at  Shields,  on 

board  the  Gottenburgh  Merchant,  captain 

Fothergill,    on    a  tour    through    Sweden, 

Swedish  Lapland,  Finland,  and  Denmark, 

which  was  performed  in  about  three  months. 

It  is  said  that  this  tour  was  undertaken  in 

consequence  of  a  wager  made  by  sir  H.  G 

Liddell,    of  going    to   Lapland,    returning 

thence  in  a  certain  time,  bringing  home  with  him  two  females  of  that 

country,  and  two  rein-deer.     Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  this 

report,  it  is  certain  that  sir  Henry  brought  two  Lapland  women  and 

two  rein-deer  to  England.     The  women,   whose  names  wero  Sioree 

and  Anea,  remained  for  some  time  at  Ravensworth  castle,  where  they 
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were  considered  as  great  curiosities.  Many  presents  were  made  to 
them,  and  they  were  sent  back  to  their  native  country  at  the  expense 
of  sir  Henry,  with  about  ^oO  in  money,  which  they  looked  upon  as 
great  riohee.  An  account  of  this  tour,  with  plates  by  Bewick,  wae 
published  by  Mr,  Consett. — Local  Bee. 

1786  (May). — The  burial  ground  at  the  Ballast-hills,  near  Newcas- 
tle, was  begun  to  be  encircled  with  a  wall  built  by  subscription,  being 
before  entirely  open.  This  old  wall  becoming  miaous  and  inadequate 
for  the  protection  of  the  dead,  and  the  cemetery  excesuvely  crowded 
with  interments,  the  corporation  granted  an  extension  of  ground ;  and 
a  parapet  wall  with  high  iron  palieadoea,  and  two  neat  stone  lodges 
have  recently  been  built  by  subscription. — Ibid. 

June  6. — Died,  at  Sion  house,  near  London,  in  the  74th  year  of 
his  age,  the  most  noble  Hngh,  duke  and  earl  of  Northumberland. 
June  21st,  his  grace  was  interred  with  great  funeral  splendour  in 
Westminster  abbey. — Mon.  Mag. 

June  22. — A  herring,  weighing  upwards  of  four  pounds,  and  22 
inchefl  long,  and  11  inches  broad  when  split,  was  token  in  a  salmon 
net,  at  Needle-eye,  in  the  Tweed,  about  a  mile  and  a-half  above  Ber- 
wick-bridge.— Berwici  Museam. 

Juno  27. — The  bill  for  taking  down  and  rebuilding  All  Saints' 
church,  in  Newcastle,  received  the  royal  assent.  August  11th,  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  new  building  was  laid  by  the  rev.  James 
Stephen  Lushington,  A.  M.  and  vicar  of  that  town,  assisted  by  Mr. 
David  Stephenson,  architect  to  the  building.     Under  the  stone  was 
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deposited  a  plate  with  a  suitable  inscription.     The  present  building 
stands  west  of  the  site  of  the  old  structure. — Local  Papers. 

1786  (July  17). — Three  hundred  fine  salmon  were  taken  at  one 
draught  below  Berwick  bridge ;  and  a  few  days  after,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  were  taken  at  one  draught  in  the  same  place. — Ibid, 

August  9. — The  post-office  was  removed  from  the  head  of  the  Side, 
to  No.  9,  Mosley  street,  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

August  21. — Francis  Blenkinsop  and  Moriey  Tewitt  were  executed 
at  Durham,  for  house-breaking. — Ibid. 

August  21. — ^A  son  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Smith  of  Ilderton,  near  Wool- 
er,  fell  into  a  pond,  and  lay  in  it  a  considerable  time  before  he  was 
discovered;  when  he  was  taken  out,  he  seemed  to  all  appearance 
dead,  his  tongue  hanging  out  of  his  mouth,  and  his  eyes  greatly  dis- 
torted. Mr.  Smith  placed  him  almost  erect,  on  the  side  of  a  bank 
near  the  pond,  and  placing  his  mouth  to  that  of  his  son,  blew  therein 
with  considerable  force,  holding  the  boy^s  nose  tight.  In  a  short 
time  the  boy  gave  a  groan ;  and  by  continuing  the  same  application,  in 
a  few  minutes  the  boy  opened  his  eyes,  and  threw  up  a  great  quan- 
tity of  water,  after  which  he  happily  recovered. — Bermck  Mtisevm. 

August  27. — Died,  at  Bishop  Auckland,  Mrs.  Nansome,  in  the 
105  th  year  of  her  age. — Local  Papers. 

August  80. — Henry  Jennings  was  executed  on  the  Town-moor, 
Newcastle,  pursuant  to  his  sentence  for  horse-stealing.  During  the 
awful  ceremony,  a  boy  named  Peter  Donnison,  was  •apprehended 
picking  the  pocket  of  a  gentleman  standing  near  the  foot  of  the 
gallows. — Ibid. 

September  2. — As  Mr.  William  Uedley,  in  company  with  several 
others,  were  viewing  the  remains  of  the  steeple  of  the  old  church  of 
All  Saint0\  in  Newcastle,  after  it  had  sustained  a  blast  with  gun- 
powder, and  the  workmen  were  preparing  for  another,  a  few  of  the 
upper  stones  appearing  to  give  way,  they  were  forewarned  of  their 
danger ;  but  Mr.  Hedley  unfortunately  ran  in  the  way,  and  one  of 
the  stones  feU  upon  his  head,  crushing  it  so  dreadfully,  that  he  ex- 
pired soon  after  being  carried  home.  This  gentleman  was  deeply 
regretted.  At  Bourdeaux,  in  France,  he  signalized  himself,  on  the 
25th  of  July,  1783,  in  so  courageous  a  manner,  by  saving  a  child 
from  drowning,  as  drew  the  attention  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France,  insomuch  that  his  praise  was  resounded  from  the  capital 
itself;  no  one  else  daring  so  dangerous  an  enterprise — .Ibid. 

September  19. — ^Being  the  day  appointed  for  Mr.  Lunardi'^s  as- 
cension, was  the  most  favourable  and  delightful  that  could  be  wished 
for;  and  the  joyful  countenances  of  the  people  seemed  as  if  their 
imaginations  anticipated  the  pleasure  of  the  wished  for  prospect. 
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Every  eminence  of  the  town,  and  every  place  adjoining  the  Spital 
from  whence  the  ascension  was  to  be  taken,  were  crowded  with  peo- 
ple.    About  one  o'clock  Mr.  Lunardi  began  the  operation  of  filling 
the  balloon,  which  went  on  in  the  most  successful  and  expeditious 
manner;    and  some  gentlemen  who  had  been  present  at  other  ex- 
periments  of  the  kind,  expressed  the  highest  approbation  of  the 
apparatus  lately  invented  by  him.      When  it  was  somewhat  more 
than  half  filled,  and  became  capable  of  supporting  its  own  weight, 
a  number  of  gentlemen  were  employed  in  holding  down  the  balloon, 
by  the  netting  in  which  it  was  enclosed.     Every  thing  continued  for 
some  time  in  the  most  promising  state ;  the  baloon  gradually  expand- 
ing, and  the  delightful  serenity  of  the  day,  enlightened  every  coun- 
tenance ;  but  on  a  sudden  this  scene  was  changed  for  one,  the  most 
horrible,  gloomy  and  affecting ! — Mr.  Lunardi  having  introduced  the 
remaining  part  of  the  acid,  and  the  effervescence  being,  at  the  time,  re- 
markably strong,  forced  a  quantity  of  inflamable  air  through  the  hole, 
which  was  only  four  inches  in  diameter,  before  the  plug  could  be  re- 
placed ;  this  gave  such  an  alarm  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  baloon,  who  thought  it  was  fire,  that  they  immediately  quitted 
their  hold  of  the  net,  and  flew  to  the  other  side,  alarming  those  star 
tioned  there  also,  though  they  did  not  still  see  any  cause  for  fear. 
The  balloon  being  liberated  on  one  side  made  a  rapid  stretch  upwards, 
whereby  a  considerable  opening  was  torn  in  its  neck ;  this  occasioned 
a  loud  noise,  and  a  considerable  discharge  of  inflammable  air :  M.  Lun- 
ardi ran  to  the  opposite  side,  and  desired  the  gentlemen  there  to 
keep  their  hold,  assuring  them  there  was  not  the  least  danger ;  the 
consternation,  however,  soon  became  general,  and  the  balloon  b^g 
set  at  liberty,  ascended  with  great  rapidity ;  and  unfortunately  Mr. 
Balph  Heron,  jun.,  of  Newcastle,  who  had  twisted  a  rope,  fastened  to 
its  top,  round  his  hand  and  arm,  was  dragged  up  by  it  to  the  height 
of,  it  is  supposed,  five  hundred  feet,  when  the  rope  and  netting  being 
disengaged  from  the  balloon,  he  fell  into  a  garden  adjoining,  which 
occasioned  his  death  in  a  few  hours.     The  dreadful  manner  in  which 
this  young  gentleman  became  the  innocent  victim  of  the  day,  added 
to  his  amiable  character  and  individual  worth,  rendered  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  an  entire  scene  of  grief  and  commiseration. — Local 
Papers. 

1786  (Sept.  30). — Died,  at  the  Westgate,  Newcastle,  Hannah 
Richardson,  in  the  102nd  year  of  her  age. — Ibid. 

This  month,  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  was  appointed  lord-lieu- 
tenant and  custus  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  of 
the  town  and  county  of  Newcastle. — Brand, 

November  13. — The  royal  mail-coach  commenced  running  to  the 
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south,  from  Newcastle.  Nov.  22Qd,  the  first  mail  from  Newcastle  to 
the  south,  was  conveyed  by  the  royal  mail-coach.  Nov.  27th,  the 
mail  was  conveyed  from  Newcastle  to  the  north  by  the  coach  for  the 
first  time. — Local  Papers. 

1786  (Nov.  24). — A  most  shocking  circumstance  happened  at  Ben- 
well,  near  Newcastle.     Mr.  Sparke,  whose  mother  formerly  kept  the 
Black  Bull  ale-house,  in  the  Flesh-market,  Newcastle,  having  spent  a 
considerable  part  of  the  evening  with  his  mother,  in  her  apartment  up 
stairs,  and  having,  it  was  supposed,  got  himself  rather  intoxicated, 
came  down,  and  told  the  maid-servant  he  would  kill  the  cat,  when  he 
instantly  caught  hold  of  the  animal,  and  dashed  out  its  brains ;  after 
which  he  forcibly  turned  the  girl  to  the  door,  and  locked  it  after  her. 
She  went  to  a  neighbouring  house  to  stay  till  the  morning,  when  she 
returned  and  found  the  door  open,  and  was  met  by  her  master,  who 
informod  her,  he  had  been  fighting  with  the  devU  all  night,  and  had 
killed  him,  and  he  was  then  lying  dead  up  stairs,  dressed  in  his 
mother^s  clothes.     The  girl  did  not  much  regard  what  he  said,  as  she 
had  discovered,  several  times  previous  thereto,  strong  marks  of  insani- 
ty ;  but  thinking  her  mistress  unusually  long  in  coming  down  stairs, 
she  went  up  to  awake  her,  when,  on  entering  the  room,  a  most  dread- 
ful spectacle  presented  itself;  Mrs.  Sparke  lying  dead,  wounded  in 
many  places,  and  the  bed-clothes,  ail  bloody,  strewed  about  the  room. 
Upon  examination,  her  neck  being  black  and  swelled,  corroborated 
with  other  circumstances,  the  jury  gave  in  their  verdict,  vnlful  murder^ 
by  her  own  son ;  on  which  he  was  conunitted  to  Morpeth  gaol.    Pre- 
vious to  this  act,  he  had  been  intoxicated  for  some  days,  which  never 
failed  to  produce  delirium,  which  often  occasioned  him  to  commit  acts 
that  testified  the  most  perfect  insanity.    At  the  assizes,  held  in  New- 
castle, in  August,  1787,  he  was  acquitted. — lUd. 

November. — ^Died,  at  Sunderland,  Priscilla  Liddle,  aged  106  years. 
— Ibid. 

December. — Died,  in  the  workhouse,  at  Wolsingham,  Durham, 
Balph  Wilson,  in  his  101st  year. — lUd. 

This  year,  the  names  of  the  streets  in  Newcastle,  were  first  put  up. 
— Local  Bee. 

The  excellent  organ  in  the  church  of  Norton,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  was  the  gift  of  the  rev.  Christopher  Anstey,  who  was  pre- 
sented to  the  vicarage  in  the  above  year.  A  valuable  painting  over 
the  altar  was  also  the  gift  of  Mr.  Anstey. — Surtees. 

The  Society  of  Arts,  this  year,  presented  the  gold  medal  to  Thomas 
White,  esq.  of  Eetford,  in  Notinghamshire,  for  planting  10,000  Eng- 
lish elms  upon  his  estate  at  Butsfield,  in  the  parish  of  Lanchester, 
county  of  Durham.    The  following  year,  the  same  gentleman  received 
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another  gold  medal,  for  planting  37,000  alders  upon  the  same  estate ; 
and  in  1788,  he  was  presented  with  a  third  gold  medal,  by  the  same 
society,  for  planting  50,000  oaks  on  the  same  estate. — Local  Bee. 

1786. — A  presbyterian  meeting-house  having  this  year  been  biult  in 
South  Shields,  near  a  hill  to  which  the  burnt  rubbish  of  a  glass-hoose 
was  led,  took  fire,  and  burnt  with  such  unremitting  violence  as  to  ren- 
der every  endeavour  to  extinguish  it  in  vain.  It  spread  itself  under  the 
foundation  of  the  meeting-house,  which  it  burnt  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  leave  nothing  standing  but  the  east  and  north  wall,  with  which  the 
roof  was  propped  up.  The  diligence  of  the  people  to  save  the  materi- 
als was  very  great ;  and  in  one  day,  ten  men  were  carried  out  nearly 
suffocated  with  the  sulphur  proceeding  from  the  fire  under  the  build- 
ing.— Local  Papers. 

Wesleyan  methodist  chapel,  Alnwick,  (Alnwick,  Berwick,  and 
Morpeth)  founded.  The  registers  of  births  and  baptisms,  144  en- 
tries, extending  from  1792  to  1837, — Bep.  of  Pari.  Com. 

1787  (Jan.  17), — At  the  sessions  in  Newcastle,  Hugh  Peel,  horse- 
dealer,  was  convicted  of  a  fraudulent  deceit,  in  putting  off  a  Scale  de 
Gross  note^  of  no  value,  as  and  for  a  Newcastle  bank-note  of  the  value 
of  <f  5.,  to  an  unlettered  person,  in  part  payment  of  the  price  of  a 
mare,  which  Peel  had  bought  of  the  said  person ;  for  which  Peel  was 
sentenced  to  12  months^  imprisonment. — Local  Papers. 

January  30. — Some  workmen,  by  accident,  discovered  in  the 
north  side  of  St.  John^s  church-yard,  Newcastle,  a  few  inches  below 
the  surface,  the  body  of  a  female  without  a  head,  and  only  a  coarse 
cloth  wrapped  round  it,  part  of  which  was  much  stained  with  blood. 
The  coroner^s  jury  sat  on  the  body,  and  brought  in  their  verdict,  ml- 
ful  murder  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown.  The  body  being  in 
a  state  of  great  putrefaction,  was  buried  as  soon  as  possible.  This 
extraordinary  circumstance  gave  rise  to  many  conjectures  and  suspici- 
ons,  whereby  many  persons  were  accused ;  the  magistrates,  therefore, 
much  to  their  credit,  examined  the  affair  with  a  most  scrutinons  eye, 
and,  from  the  mysteriousness  of  the  case,  inserted  the  following  ad- 
vertisement in  the  Newcastle  newspapers : — ^*'  The  body  of  a  female, 
supposed  by  the  surgeon  coroner,  who  examined  it,  to  be  about  fifteen 
years  old,  and  to  have  been  dead  about  twelve  months,  having  been 
found  by  some  labourers,  employed  in  levelling  the  back  part  of  St. 
John'^s  church-yard,  without  a  coffin,  lightly  covered  with  earth,  and 
in  a  situation  that  induced  a  suspicion  of  some  person  being  murdered, 
a  Reward  of  Twenty  Guineas  is  offered  by  the  corporation  of  New- 
castle to  any  person  who  shall  give  such  information  as  shall  lead  to  a 
discovery,  or  to  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  circumstances  occa- 
sioning the  suspicion. — Totim  ClerFs  Office^  Feb.  1, 1787.^'    In  conse- 
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quence  of  the  above  advertisement,  the  body  was  taken  up,  February 
the  6th,  for  the  inspection  of  a  man  and  his  wife,  whose  daughter  had 
been  a  servant  in  Newcastle,  but  left  her  place  the  preceding  April, 
firom  which  period  they  had  not  heard  any  account  of  her.  On  ex* 
Atnining  the  body,  it  was  found  so  mutilated  and  putrified,  that  no 
distinguishable  marks  could  be  discovered;  it  was,  therefore,  re- 
interred  as  soon  as  possible.  Several  persons  were  examined  with 
respect  to  the  disappearance  of  a  girl  about  that  time,  but  nothing 
was  elicited  to  convict  any  of  them. — Local  Bee. 

1786  (February  20). — ^Died,  in  Percy  street,  Newcastle,  Elizabeth 
Ellison,  aged  103  years. — Local  Papers. 

March  10. — ^As  some  labourers  were  levelling  a  piece  of  ground, 
near  the  bum  on  the  west  side  of  Wooler,  they  discovered  in  the 
midst  of  a  large  heap  of  stones,  a  human  skeleton,  quite  entire,  and 
fenced  on  each  side  by  a  row  of  flat  stones  standing  on  edge,  which 
served  to  support  a  large  broad  one  on  the  top,  as  a  cover,  The 
bones,  on  being  touched,  mouldered  to  dust. — Ibid. 

March  18. — Died,  in  Westgate-street,  Newcastle,  John  BfOtheram, 
esq.,  M.  D.  Dr.  Botheram  was  very  eminent  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  had  a  very  extensive  practice.  He  gave  public  lectures 
in  Mr.  Parker  s  long  room,  in  the  Bigg-market,  Newcastle,  on  the 
nature  and  properties  of  water,  explaining  and  illustrating  the  same 
by  a  variety  of  curious  and  entertaining  experiments.  Sept.  22, 1770, 
he  published,  "  A  Philosophical  Inquiry  on  the  Nature  and  Properties 
of  Water ;  with  elegant  Copper^plate  Figures  of  the  several  Salts."" 
—Hid. 

April  22. — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Elizabeth  Gowey,  aged 
102  years. — Ibid. 

April  28. — At  night,  a  blacksmith,  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  fell 
asleep  in  an  open  window  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  from  whence  he 
fell  into  the  street,  and  in  falling,  a  crook  caught  hold  of  his  jaw-bone, 
by  which  he  hung  till  the  jaw  gave  way.  He  languished  till  the 
following  evening,  when  he  expired. — Ibid. 

June. — Two  sparrows  built  their  nest  upon  the  topmast  of  a  ship 
lying  at  Newcastle  Quay,  and  deposited  therein  six  eggs. — Ibid. 

July  24. — There  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  some  very 
heavy  falls  of  rain ;  for  a  short  time  it  descended  in  such  torrents  as 
to  have  the  appearance  of  an  inunense  solid  body  of  water.  The 
river  Pont  was  swelled  so  much  as  to  carry  away  several  tons  of  hay 
firom  the  meadows  adjoining  it.  But  consequences  of  a  much  more 
dknstrous  nature  attended  the  rapid  swelling  of  a  small  rivulet  that 
runs  past  Wallbottle.  A  small  arch  having  been  cast  over  this 
rivulet,  an  embankment  of  earth  was  formed  upon  it  for  the  purpose 
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of  making  a  waggon  way  from  an  adjoining  coUiory ;  the  arch  being 
to  small  for  the  admission  of  the  body  of  water,  and  the  trees., 
hay,  &c.,  brought  down  by  it,  was  soon  ohoaked  up,  and  the  water 
then  forming  an  immense  lake  in  the  valley  above,  at  length  burst 
down  the  embankment,  and  rolling  with  an  impetuosity  scaroely  con- 
ceivable, instantly  carried  away  an  adjoining  mill,  and  a  nuin  working 
in  it,  was  drowned  at  a  moment  when  he  suspected  no  danger.  In 
its  progress  to  the  river  Tyne,  it  carried  away  three  houses  at  the 
east  end  of  the  village  of  Newbum,  where  three  people  unfortunately 
lost  their  lives ;  all  the  houses  in  the  low  part  of  the  village  were 
filled  with  water,  and  the  inhabitants  having  no  apprehension  of  their 
danger,  escaped  with  great  difficulty. — Local  Papers. 

1787  (July  27). — Being  the  birth-day  of  lord  Barnard,  when  his 
lordship  came  of  age,  great  rejoicings  took  place  at  Baby  castle, 
Darlington,  Staindrop,  Bamardcastle,  &c.  &c. — Ihid. 

August  15. — Died,  at  his  house  in  Sun  Tavern-fields,  London, 
Joseph  Reed,  well  known  as  a  dramatic  writer.  He  was  a  native 
of  Stockton,  and  by  profession  a  rope-maker.  His  first  production 
was  "  Madrigal  and  TruUotta,^'  a  mock  tragedy,  acted  at  Covent- 
garden  in  1758.  In  1761  Mr.  Beed  brought  out  his  "Register 
Office,  a  Farce,^  a  piece  marked  by  a  strong  conception  of  character, 
and  by  a  most  accurate  exhibition  of  provincial  manners  and  dialect. 
This  piece  still  keeps  possession  of  the  stage,  and  may  be  regarded  as 
Reed's  chef  (Twuvre,  In  1 776  the  tragedy  of  "  Dido  ^  was  acted 
during  three  nights ;  but,  though  not  without  merit,  was  never  again 
performed.  Mr.  Reed''s  last  piece  was  "  Tom  Jones,^'  a  comic  opera, 
which  was  acted  in  Govent-garden  in  1769,  and  well  received.  Mr. 
Beed,  whose  turn  for  the  drama  did  not  prevent  his  attention  to 
business,  preserved  through  life  the  character  of  a  sensible,  worthy, 
friendly  man.  He  died  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age,  leaving  a  hand- 
some fortune. — Surtees, 

Same  day,  at  night,  four  prisoners  escaped  out  of  the  gaol  of  New- 
castle, by  breaking  away  the  iron  bars  that  enclosed  the  privy  on  the 
east  side  of  the  prison. — Local  Papers. 

August  20. — The  philanthropic  John  Howard  arrived  in  Newcastle, 
on  his  tour  through  England  and  Scotland,  on  the  benevolent  pur- 
pose of  visiting  the  prisons.  Several  new  regulations  which  he  recom- 
mended, the  mayor  gave  orders  to  be  put  in  immediate  execution.  He 
was  invited  by  the  chief  magistrate  to  make  the  mansion-house  his 
home,  which  he  politely  declined. — lUd, 

This  month,  died,  at  Akeld,  in  Northumberland,  Mrs.  Kerr,  aged 
111  years. — Ihid. 

October  10. — By  a  great  flood  in  the  river  Wear,  the  bridge  over 
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it  at  Witton-le-Wear,  was  entirely  swept  away.  Considerable  dam- 
age was  also  done  to  the  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  that  were  over- 
flowed by  it. — Local  Papers. 

1787  (Oct.  21). — Her  grace  the  duchess  of  Northumberland  arrived 
at  Heaton  hall,  near  Newcastle,  one  of  the  seats  of  sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
bart.,  where  her  children  underwent  inoculation  for  the  small-pox. 
On  the  28th  his  grace  joined  the  family  at  Heaton,  where  he  staid 
till  the  following  morning,  when  he  set  out  for  Alnwick  castle.  At 
Felton  his  grace  was  met  by  about  200  of  his  friends,  tenants,  fee, 
who  accompanied  him  to  Alnwick,  where  every  demonstration  of  joy 
was  testified  by  the  inhabitants  on  the  arrival  of  their  noble  visitor. 
About  150  gentlemen  dined  at  the  castle.  An  ox  was  roasted  whole 
in  the  market-place,  three  butts  of  ale  were  sent  from  the  castle  to 
regale  the  populace,  and  two  guineas  were  given  to  every  tavern  and 
alehouse  in  the  town  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  evening  the  whole 
town  was  illuminated,  the  cannon  at  the  castle  were  fired,  and,  in 
short,  the  whole  day  spent  in  testimonies  of  esteem  for  this  illustrious 
family. — lUd, 

October  26. — Upwards  of  five  hundred  tenants  and  servants,  be- 
longing to  the  right  hon.  lord  Delaval,  assembled  at  his  lordship''s  seat 
at  Ford  castle,  where  they  were  entertained  with  the  utmost  liber- 
ality ;  fifty  of  the  most  seasonable  dishes  were  placed  on  each  table ; 
a  large  fat  ox  was  prepared ;  and  the  liquor  which  was  plentifully 
supplied,  was  of  the  very  best  quality.  One  hundred  and  fifty  gallons 
of  rum,  eighty  gallons  of  brandy,  one  hundred  and  eighty  bottles  of 
wine,  and  several  barrels  of  strong  beer  were  drunk ;  one  bowl  of 
punch  contained  eighteen  gallons  of  spirits,  six  stones  of  sugar,  and 
forty  lemons.  Many  toasts  expressive  of  the  highest  regard  for  the 
noble  donor  and  his  family  were  drank,  and  the  whole  was  conducted 
with  the  greatest  harmony  and  jovialty.  The  remaining  victuals, 
which  weighed  upwards  of  eighty  stones,  were  distributed  to  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. — Berwick  Museum, 

October. — The  stables  of  Chipchase  castle,  in  Northumberland, 
took  fire ;  but  the  doors  and  windows  being  partially  closed,  it  was 
soon  extinguished.  When  the  doors  were  opened  next  morning, 
three  valuable  horses  were  found  to  be  suffocated,  but  the  other 
damage  done  was  trifling. — Local  Papers. 

November  24. — A  considerable  mass  of  earth  coining  down  from 
the  half-moon  battery  in  the  Castle-garth,  Newcastle,  destroyed  some 
houses  at  the  end  of  Tyne  bridge. — J.  BeWs  Col. 

November  29. — About  a  quarter  after  five  o'*clock  in  the  morning, 
a  fiery  meteor  was  seen  from  Berwick  parade.  It  made  a  most  awful 
appearance,  and  flew  in  a  south-east  direction.     Its  magnitude  was 
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like  that  of  the  full  moon,  with  a  tapering  tiul  like  that  of  a  comet. 
In  its  motion  it  emitted  large  portions  of  lire. — Bertmci  Museum. 

1787. — Thomas  Thurlow,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  wa«  translated  to  the 
see  of  Durham.  Bishop  Thurlow  was  the  second  son  of  the  rev. 
Thomas  Thwlow  of  Ashfield  !n  Suffolk  ;  fellow  of  Magdalen  college 
in  Oxford,  and  rector  of  Stanhope  in  the  county  of  Durham,  1771. 
In  1 773  he  was  promoted  to  the  mastership  of  the  Temple,  and  to  the 
deanery  of  Rochester  in  1777.  In  1779,  he  was  consecrated  bidiop 
of  Lincoln ;  and  held  with  the  bishopric  the  deanery  of  St.  Paul's. 
He  only  held  the  see  of  Durham  during  four  years,  dying  in  London. 
May  27, 1791.— Surteeg. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Baby  Vane,  this  year,  made  the  parish  of 
St^ndrop  a  present  of  six  bells,  cast  for  the  purpose  in  London  ;  and 
the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Darlington,  presented  the  same 
church  with  an  excellent  organ,  the  organist  of  which  vae  also  ap- 
pointed and  paid  by  the  same  peer.' — Local  Papen. 

Ebenezer  chapel  (Independent),  Hexham,  founded  this  year.  The 
register  of  births  and  baptisms,  extending  from  1787  to  18S6. — S^. 
of  Pari.  Com. 

1788  (Jan.  12). — The  curious  roof  of  the  elegant  new  church  of 
AH  Saints,  in  Newcastle,  was  completed  and  excited  great  admiration. 
The  scaffolding  was  put  up,  taken  down,  and  the  whole  of  this  extra- 
ordinary piece  of  work  completed  in  six  weeks,  in  very  bad  weather, 
and  when  the  days  were  at  the  shortest. — Local  Bee. 

January  18. — The  new  bells  in  the  newly-erected  steeple  of  North 
Shields  (Tynemouth)  church,  were  nmg  for  the  first  tune,  and  in 
honour  of  the  queen''9  birth  day.  The  steeple  waa  built  by  subscrip- 
tion. — Local  Papers. 
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CHAPTER  XIV, 


J^IS  majesty^B  licence  having  been  obtained,  the  new 
theatre-royal,  which  had  just  been  erected  on  the 
north  side  of  Mosley  street,  Newcastle,  was  opened 
on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  January  1 788,  with  the 
comedy  of  "  The  Way  to  keep  Him,^  and  "  The 
Sultan.*"  Among  the  performers  were  Cooke, 
Munden,  Whitlock,  &c.,  &c.  The  season  was 
dosed  with  the  comic  opera  of  **'  Inkle  and  Yarico,^  and  the  farce  of 
"  The  Midnight  Hour."  The  season  consisted  of  forty-one  nights, 
which  produced  ^2700.  The  scenes,  which  were  painted  by  Mr. 
Edward  Edwards,  justly  met  with  the  utmost  approbation.  Mr. 
Edwards  (who  was  afterwards  associate  and  teacher  of  perspective  in 
the  royal  academy),  whilst  in  Newcastle,  made  drawings  of  the  Ex- 
change, Westgate,  &c.,  which  were  engraved  for  Brandos  history 
of  Newcastle.  This  theatre  was  erected  by  shares  of  <£*dO.  each. 
There  were  129  subscribers,  which  produced  dP3870. — Local  Bee. 

This  month  a  light-house  was  erected  at  Blyth,  at  the  expence  of 
sir  M.  W.  Bidley,  bart. — Local  Papers. 

This  month,  a  whale,  found  on  the  coast,  by  the  master  of  a  ship, 
was  brought  into  Sunderland  harbour.  It  measured  sixty-four  feet 
in  length,  and  its  mouth  opened  upwards  of  ten-feet  wide.  His  bone» 
were  flat  and  broad,  and  stood  very  close  together.  The  size  of  his 
eye  was  about  six  inches  diameter,  but  appeared  small  in  its  common 
situation.  The  girt  of  his  body  was  sixty-two  feet.  He  was  most 
beautifully  ridged  from  his  shoulder  to  the  lower  end  of  his  belly. 
He  had  only  two  fins,  which  were  placed  on  each  shoulder ;  they  were 
of  a  very  thick,  hard  substance,  being  about  five  feet  long,  and 
twenty-one  inches  broad.  His  blast  (or  blather  head)  that  came  out 
of  his  mouth,  was  not  less  than  a  room  of  fifteen  feet  square,  and  it 
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was  no  other  than  the  tongue  and  lining  of  his  under  jaw,  which  he 
had  a  power  of  throwing  out,  to  enable  him  to  breathe  wh^ 
asleep.  The  fat  or  blubber,  upon  his  back,  was  nine  inches  thick. 
His  tail  was  twelve  feet  four  inches  over,  but  could  not  expand  and 
contract  like  those  of  other  fish.  He  was  sold  to  three  tradesmen  of 
Sunderland  for  fifty  guineas.  The  blubber,  and  other  parts  for  oil, 
filled  twelve  pipes. — Unw.  Mag. 

1788  (April  1). — In  the  morning,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  to- 
bacco and  snuff  manufactory  at  Chimney-mills,  near  Newcastle,  which, 
together  with  the  stock  in  trade,  and  all  the  valuable  machinery,  were 
totally  consumed ;  the  wind  being  exceedingly  high,  communicated 
the  flames  to  the  adjoining  dwelling-houses,  which  produced  a  truly 
melancholy  scene  of  distress.  It  was  not  got  under  until  a  considerar 
ble  part  of  the  dwelling-houses  and  furniture  of  the  inhabitants  were 
consumed,  especially  those  of  the  workmen  belonging  to  the  manufac- 
tory. This  was  believed  to  have  been  the  work  of  an  incendiary,  and 
a  reward  of  <£200  was  offered  in  the  May  following,  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  offender. — J.  BelVs  Col. 

May  16. — Died,  at  Whitby,  Mr.  Lionel  Charlton,  an  eminent 
mathematician.  He  was  bom  on  the  22nd  Dec.  1720,  at  Upper 
Stobbilee,  in  the  parish  of  Bellingham,  Northumberland.  Mr.  C. 
who  it  appears  was  lame  from  his  youth,  alter  being  some  years  at  a 
free  grammar  school,  attended  the  university  of  Edinburgh  for  one  or 
two  seasons.  About  the  year  1748  he  settled  in  Whitby  as  a  teacher 
and  land-surveyor.  In  addition  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mathe- 
matics, and  of  the  Latin  language,  he  had  some  acquaintance  with 
the  French,  and  his  school,  which  was  for  many  years  the  principal 
one  in  Whitby,  produced  a  number  of  excellent  scholars.  It  was 
towards  the  close  of  his  life,  when  he  had  long  been  acquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  Whitby  and  vicinity,  that  he  undertook  the  arduous 
task  of  writing  a  history  of  the  town  and  abbey.  Several  years  were 
spent  in  unwearied  perseverance  in  coUecting  materials  for  his  history, 
which  was  published  in  1779,  in  one  volume,  quarto,  with  illustrations. 
It  was  the  first  history  of  that  town,  and  does  great  credit  to  the 
learning  and  industry  of  the  author. — Local  Bee. 

May  24. — A  melancholy  accident  happened  at  Tanfield-hall  (a  very 
ancient  seat  of  the  Spearman  family,  but  then  occupied  by  farmers), 
occasioned  by  the  sudden  falling  in  of  the  roof  thereof,  which  unfortu- 
nately buried  two  children,  at  play  on  the  ground  floor,  in  the  ruins. 
The  crash  being  heard  by  a  person  going  past  the  place,  he,  on  ex- 
amining into  the  cause,  was  led  by  the  groans  of  one  of  the  children, 
to  remove  with  the  greatest  alacrity  a  considerable  part  of  the  mate- 
rials, and  happily  disengaged  that  child  alive,  but  much  bruised ;  the 
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other  having  been  instantly  crushed  to  death  by  the  great  mass  of 
rubbish  from  under  which  it  was  dug  out. — Local  Papers, 

1788  (June  3). — At  this  period  Brand  records 
the  discovery  of  a  fine  Boman  altar  at  Bising- 
ham  in  the  parish  of  Elsdon,  Northumberland. 
It  is  read  thus  : — ^^  Matribus  tramarinus  Julius 
Victor  votum  solvit  libens  merito,'^ — implying 
that  Julius  Victor  freely  and  duly  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  vow  dedicated  this  altar  to  some 
of  the  matres,  or  deified  women,  whom  the  Ger- 
mans and  Britons,  as  well  as  the  Romans  wor- 
shipped.— Brand. 

June  11. — The  Boyal  assent  was  given  to  an 
act  to  enlarge  an  act  for  building  Tyne-bridge. — 
Local  Papers. 

The  Boyal  assent  was  also  given  on  the  same  day,  to  an  act  for 
regulating  the  Keelmen'^s  fund. — J.  BeWs  Col. 

June  27. — As  the  rev.  Mr.  Warrilow,  Boman  Catholic  priest  of 
Newcastle,  was  going  into  the  boxes  of  the  theatre  of  that  place,  a 
man  genteelly  dressed  came  up  to  him,  and  attempted  to  take  his 
watch  out  of  his  pocket,  but  having  pulled  it  in  an  oblique  direction, 
it  stuck  fast,  and  Mr.  Warrilow  perceiving  his  intention,  laid  hold  of 
his  arm ;  he,  however,  immediately  got  it  disengaged,  and  walked  up 
into  the  green  boxes,  where  he  stood  looking  on  the  stage  till  Mr. 
Warrilow  went  to  him  and  accused  liim  of  the  attempt,  which  he  de- 
nied with  great  fimmess  and  hauteur,  and  affected  to  be  much  insulted 
by  the  suspicion  ;  he  then  walked  down  stairs  and  into  the  opposite 
green  box,  but  seeing  Mr.  Warrilow  determined  not  to  leave  him,  he 
went  again  down  stairs  and  walked  carelessly  out  of  the  theatre. 
Mr.  Warrilow  having  then  procured  a  constable,  he  was  apprehend- 
ed in  Drury  Lane.  He  underwent  an  immediate  examination  before 
Mr.  Alderman  Budman,  and  being  unwilling  to  give  any  satisfactory 
account  of  himself,  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  a  serjeant  at 
mace  till  next  morning,  when  he  was  again  examined  before  the  court 
of  aldermen.  He  there  said  that  his  name  was  Jones,  but  that  cir- 
cumstance being  doubted,  a  sailor  was  brought  into  court,  who  made 
oath  that  he  knew  him  to  be  the  renowned  pick-pocket  Barrington  ; 
he  was  thereupon  committed  to  Newgate,  and  intelligence  sent  off  to 
the  public  office  in  Bow-street,  an  advertisement  having  been  publish- 
ed from  thence,  charging  him  with  having  picked  the  pocket  of  Havi- 
land  le  Mesurier,  esq.,  of  twenty  guineas  and  a-half,  and  oflering  a 
reward  of  five  guineas  on  his  commitment.  Barrington  was  acquitted 
of  this  robbery.     Sept.  22nd,  1790,  he  was  tried  for  stealing  a  gold 
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watch,  chiun,  and  seals,  from  Henry  Haro  Townsend,  esq.,  aotl  sen- 
tenced to  be  transported  to  Botany  Bay,  where  he  rose  to  oonsider- 
able  eminence. — Local  Itee. 

■  1788  (Aug.  6). — John  and  Robert  Winter,  the  Father  and  son,  were 
executed  at  Morpeth,  pursuant  to  their  sentence,  for  breaking  open 
the  house  of  William  Charlton,  esq.,  of  Hesley«de ;  as  they  had  lived 
for  many  years  in  a  course  of  the  most  daring  and  fihameless  villainy, 
BO  at  their  death,  they  testified  the  most  brutal  want  of  feeling,  fear, 
OF  compunction. — Local  Papen, 

August  28. — Thomas  Morton  one  of  the  guards  of  the  Royal  Miul 
ooach,  undertook,  for  a  considerable  wager,  to  throw  a  stone  over  the 
highest  vane  of  the  steeple  of  St.  Nicholas  church,  in  Newcastle, 
which  he  accomplished  with  ease  at  the  fourth  throw,  the  stone  being 
seen  several  feet  above  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  steeple,  which  is 
194  feet  high.— /6i(/. 

September  22, — The  fishermen  belonging  to  Gullercoats,  caught 
two  young  sharks  off  that  place ;  they  had  each  two  rows  of  teeth, 
and  measured  near  six  feet  in  lengtJi. — Ibid. 


This  month,  the  arch  of  the  Low  bridge,  or  Nether-dean-bridge, 
which  formed  a  communication  between  Pilgrim-street  and  St.  Nicho- 
las'' church-yard,  over  the  Dean,  Newcastle,  was  taken  down,  in  order 
to  form  and  open  Dean-street.  This  bridge  was  strongly  cramped 
with  iron,  and  was  evidently  of  Roman  work.  Mr.  Bourne  says,  "  this 
bridge  is  chiefly  famous  because  the  Roman  wall  went  along  it.** — 
Brand. 

October  18, — The  first  number  of   a  newspaper,   entitled    "  The 
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Newcastle  Advertiser/'  was  published  in  Newcastle  by  Mr.  Matthew 
Brown.  After  Mr.  Brown'*s  death  in  1803,  it  was  purchased  by  John 
Thompson  and  Charles  Hutchinson,  and  afterwards  by  John  Thomp- 
son. On  the  3rd  of  October,  1811,  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Edward 
Humble,  bookseller,  who  tried  diiferent  days  of  publication,  under 
the  new  title  of  "  The  Freemen's  Weekly  Post,''  and  for  some  time 
with  a  second  title  of  ^'  The  General  Hue  and  Cry."  At  last  this 
paper  was  discontinued  in  Newcastle,  and  '^  The  Durham  County  Ad- 
vertiser" arose  from  it. — Local  Bee. 

1788  (Oct). — A  new  peal  of  bells,  eight  in  number,  (cast  by  WilUiam 
and  Thomas  Mears,  London)  was  hung  in  Gateshead  church;  and 
on  Saturday  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  a  complete  half  peal  of 
grandsire  triples,  consisting  of  2520  changes,  was  rung  in  one  hour 
and  forty-eight  minutes,  by  the  Union  Society  of  ringers  from  New- 
castle.— Local  Papers. 

November  6. — Being  the  centenary  of  the  glorious  revolution,  it 
was  observed  at  Newcastle,  Durham,  Sunderland,  Shields,  Mor- 
peth, &c.,  with  every  demonstration  of  joy.  Many  parties  of  gen- 
tlemen met  in  various  inns  in  Newcastle,  to  celebrate  the  event. — 
Vint  and  AndersovCs  Newc. 

November  9. — This  day  (Sunday),  during  divine  service  in  the 
afternoon,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Sweet,  baker 
in  the  Castle-garth,  Newcastle,  which  entirely  consumed  the  same, 
together  with  53  sacks  of  flour,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money. — 
Local  Papers. 

November. — This  month  the  pavement  at  the  head  of  the  side, 
Newcastle,  was  lowered  four  feet. — J.  BelPs  Col. 

This  year,  Grindon  church,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  dedicated 
to  St.  Thomas  ^  Becket  was  nearly  rebuilt,  and  the  lead  roof  replaced 
with  slate.  The  structure  consists  of  a  nave  and  chancel,  without 
tower  or  aisles.  Near  the  centre  of  the  floor  are  two  blue  slabs  laid 
close  together.  A  late  search  proved  that  two  persons  only  had  been 
interred  here.  Beneath  the  floor  was  virgin  soil  and  strong  clay,  un- 
mixed with  any  mouldering  reliques  of  mortality,  till  at  the  depth  of 
six  feet,  two  ponderous  oak  cofiins  were  discovered  fast  decaying 
amidst  the  wet  undrained  clay. — Surtees. 

This  year.  Postern  chapel,  (Independent)  Newcastle,  founded.  The 
register  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1788  to  1837. — Bep. 
of  Pari.  Com. 

1789  (Jan.) — A  flight  of  swans,  thirteen  in  number,  alighted  in  the 
Derwent,  near  to  Milk-house-bum.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  a 
flock  resting  on  their  imigration  to  a  more  southern  climate,  being 
driven  from  the  north  by  the  severe  weather. — Gillespy's  Col. 
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1789  (Jan.  12). — In  the  evening,  during  a  severe  frost,  a  coble, 
with  three  women  and  one  man  in  it,  was  inclosed  by  the  ice  in  the 
middle  of  the  river  Tyne,  near  Newcastle,  where  it  remained  till  next 
morning,  when  the  people  were  got  ashore  in  a  most  terrible  sitoation, 
but  by  proper  care,  they  were  all  perfectly  recovered.  On  the  13th 
there  was  a  most  dreadful  storm  of  wind,  accompanied  with  heavy 
showers  of  snow.  In  the  afternoon  several  ships  were  driven  from 
their  moorings.  The  Merchant,  of  Newcastle,  and  the  Berwick,  of 
Perth,  were  driven  from  below  the  Low-crane,  to  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  bridge,  where  they  were  providentially  stopped  by  the  ice ; 
three  keels  and  a  boat  were  driven  against  them,  the  latter  of  which 
was  split  in  pieces.  At  the  lower  part  of  the  quay  all  the  ships  were 
driven  foul  of  each  other,  and  sustained  considerable  damage.  Three 
keels  were  driven  against  the  easternmost  ships  with  such  violence  as 
to  be  thrown  upon  each  other.  Several  other  misfortunes  occurred 
in  the  river  Tyne. — Local  Papers. 

This  month,  a  hen  pheasant  flew  down  a  chimney,  in  the  Hare 
and  Hounds,  public-house,  on  the  Quayside.  It  was  presented  to 
sir  Henry  George  Liddell,  bart.,  from  whose  covers  it  had  most 
probably  strayed. — GUlespy's  Col. 

February  7. — Died,  in  the  Freemen^s  Hospital,  in  the  Manor 
Chare,  Newcastle,  Mrs.  Finlay,  widow,  aged  100  years. — Ibid. 

February  15. — In  the  evening  of  this  day  (Sunday),  a  melancholy 
accident  happened  at  a  public-house  in  Newcastle.  John  Elliott, 
whitesmith,  went  into  a  room  where  a  number  of  people  were  sitting, 
and  began  in  a  very  illiberal  manner  to  abuse  several  in  the  company, 
one  of  whom,  Thomas  Atkinson,  tailor,  returning  him  a  smart  but 
just  retort,  he  (Elliot)  threw  a  pot  of  beer  he  held  in  his  hand  on 
Atkinson'^s  face,  and  immediately  ran  out  of  the  room ;  the  insulted 
party  soon  after  followed  him,  and  a  scuffle,  it  was  supposed,  happen- 
ed between  them  in  the  yard,  where  Elliott  was  found  much  bruised, 
with  his  leg  broken  in  a  shocking  manner.  He  was  sent  to  the  In- 
firmary, where  every  means  used  for  his  recovery  proved  ineffectual, 
as  a  fever  and  mortification  took  place,  and  he  died  on  the  Wednes- 
day evening  in  great  agony.  Coroner's  verdict — mamlaughter.  At 
the  assizes,  held  in  Newcastle,  in  August,  Thomas  Atkinson  was  fined 
6s.  8d.  and  discharged.  Elliott  left  a  widow  and  three  children. 
One  of  these,  a  hatter,  was  tried  for  setting  fire  to  the  premises  in 
which  he  had  a  sale  shop. — Local  Bee. 

March  19. — In  Newcastle,  the  illuminations  for  his  majesty's 
restoration  to  health  after  his  severe  indisposition,  began  about 
seven  o'clock,  and  continued  till  eleven,  during  which  time  the  utmost 
harmony  and  good  order  were  observed  by  the  almost  innumerable 
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spectators  of  the  various  devices  and  transparencies  that  were  produ- 
ced on  the  occasion.  Among  the  foremost  was  the  Mansion-house  : 
a  fine  transparency  of  the  sun;  underneath,  Neptune  triumphant, 
Commerce,  the  King  and  Britannia,  mth  the  motto,  ^^  God  8ave  the 
King^^  the  Queen  and  Virtue  Rewarded ;  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
Ich  Dien.  The  Theatre :  Britannia  and  the  Sovereign,  with  a  view 
of  Newcastle,  in  the  back  ground,  and  ^^  Long  Live  the  King^  Al- 
derman Budman:  the  King,  motto,  ''"'Pater  Patriw;'^  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  "  W/ten  I  forget^  may  heaven  forget  me ;  "*"*  Mr.  Pitt,  "  The 
dignity  of  the  Sovereign^  and  the  just  rights  of  the  people ;  ^^  under  the 
figure  of  Hope,  "  SecuritasJ'''  The  front  of  the  house  of  Mr.  G-eorge 
Anderson  (late  Anderson  place)  was  an  universal  blaze ;  above 
800  candles  being  displayed  in  it.  At  most  of  the  neighbouring 
towns,  similar  rejoicings  took  place. — Local  Papers. 

1789  (March  30). — A  very  numerous  party  of  general  Lambton'^s 
fri^ids  assembled  at  Chester-le-Street,  to  celebrate  the  event  of  his 
having  succeeded  to  the  entire  property  of  Flatts  estate  and  colliery, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  a  branch  of  the  Allans,  of  Grange.  The 
bells  were  rung,  a,  feu  dejoie  was  fired  by  a  party  of  his  majesty'*s  dra- 
goons quartered  there,  and  several  barrels  of  ale  were  distributed  to 
the  populace.  The  evening  concluded  with  a  general  illumination. — 
Ibid. 

May  26. — ^A  large  and  elegant  new  house,  at  Howdon  Pans,  on 
the  river  Tyne,  belonging  to  Mr.  Lionel  Bobson,  of  the  Broad  chare, 
Newcastle,  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire.  The  flames  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  bowsprit  of  a  ship  then  building,  which  was  immediate- 
ly cut  off  to  prevent  their  spreading  further. — Ibid, 

The  same  day,  the  foundation  stone  of  the  independent  meeting- 
house at  Hexham,  was  laid,  and  an  excellent  sermon  was  preached  on 
the  occasion,  by  the  rev.  Thomas  Bobinson,  of  that  place. — Ibid. 

June  15. — The  prisoners  in  Morpeth  gaol  attempted  to  make  their 
escape ;  they  had  gotten  their  irons  sawed  off,  broke  open  the  inner 
door  of  the  prison,  knocked  down  the  turnkey,  and  on  the  gaoler'^s 
entrance,  finding  they  could  not  escape,  they  took  him  prisoner,  and 
made  fast  the  door  of  their  apartment.  Fortunately  a  party  of  ar- 
tillery were  then  in  the  town,  by  whose  assistance,  they  were  quelled 
and  properly  secured. — Gillespy'^s  Col. 

June  22. — The  body  of  Christopher  Milbum  was  found  floating  in 
the  river  Tyne,  near  Haughton  castle.  This  unfortunate  man  was 
lost  on  the  23rd  of  January  preceding,  in  a  water  called  Tarry-bum. 
One  of  his  legs  was  torn  off  by  the  knee,  and  what  is  very  remarkable, 
he  had  not  any  clothes  left  upon  him  but  one  stocking,  although,  when 
lost,  he  was  entirely  clothed. — Ibid. 

VOL.  II.  2  T 
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1789  (June). — As  some  boys  were  fishing  in  a  small  bum  near  Eb- 
chester,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  they  discovered  the  body  of  a  child 
buried  in  the  mud,  and  a  stake  driven  through  its  body  into  the  earth. 
They  immediately  went  to  the  village  and  gave  notice  to  some  people, 
who  went  in  search  of  it,  but  it  had  been  removed  in  the  interim. 
This  was  the  third  child  found  dead  in  that  neighbourhood  within  a 
few  months ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  no  enquiries  whatever  were 
made,  that  might  lead  to  a  discovery  of  the  perpetrators.  Owing,  it 
was  supposed,  to  there  being  no  gentleman  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  distance. — GiUespy^s  Col. 

July  1 6. — Died,  that  eminently  pious  and  good  man,  the  rev.  John 
Botheram,  rector  of  Houghton-le-Spring,  Durham.  He  was  the  son 
of  a  clergyman,  and  bom  at  Haydon-bridge,  in  Northumberland, 
June  22,  1725.  After  completing  his  education  under  his  father, 
who  was  head  master  of  the  grammar-school  in  that  village,  he  bo- 
came  a  member  of  Queen'^s  College,  Oxford,  in  1745.  In  1749,  Mr. 
Botheram  sailed  for  Barbadoes,  where  his  brother  had  resided  for 
some  years,  and  whilst  there,  he  produced  a  work  entitled  ^  ^  The 
Force  of  the  Argument /or  the  Truth  of  Christianity^  drawn  from  a  col- 
lective View  of  Prophecy^""  occasioned  by  a  controversy  concerning 
Bishop  Sherlock's  Discourses  on  Prophecy.  His  next  work  was  ^^A 
Sketch  of  the  one  great  Argument  formed  from  the  general  concurring 
Evidence  for  the  Truth  of  Christianity.'*'^  In  1757  Mr.  Botheram, 
arrived  on  hie  native  shore,  and  in  the  next  year  entered  upon  the 
curacy  of  Tottenham  High  Cross.  In  1759,  he  published  "-In 
Apology  for  the  Athanasian  Creeds  In  1766,  appeared  his  most 
admired  work,  '^  An  Essay  on  Faith  and  its  Connexion  with  Good 
Works.^  This  produced  him  the  patronage  of  the  archbishop  of 
York,  through  whose  recommendation  to  the  bishop  of  Durham,  he 
obtained  the  rectory  of  Byton,  and  who  also  made  him  one  of  his 
chaplains.  He  was  in  great  favour  with  his  patron,  Dr.  Trevor, 
bishop  of  Durham,  and  lived  constantly  with  his  lordship  during  his 
residence  at  Durham,  or  Auckland  castle.  In  1769,  his  lordship 
presented  him  with  the  valuable  living  of  Houghton-le-Spring.  Being 
on  a  visit  to  his  friend,  Dr.  Sharp,  at  Bamborough  caatle,  he  was 
there  stmck  with  the  palsy,  and  expired  in  the  presence  of  that  ex- 
cellent man  on  the  morning  of  the  above  day.  He  lies  buried  at 
Houghton-le-Spring,  beside  his  brother,  where  a  marble  tablet  is 
erected  to  their  memory.  There  is  a  good  portrait  of  Mr.  Botheram, 
painted  by  Sykes  and  engraved  by  J.  Stow,  prefixed  to  his  me- 
moirs, written  by  the  late  rev.  Bichard  Wallis,  vicar  of  Seaham, 
and  from  which  the  above  particulars  are  gleaned. 

The  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham  were  visited  in  the 
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month  of  July  this  year,  by  a  series  of  violent  thunder  storms,  accom- 
panied with  very  heavy  showers  of  rain.  They  began  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighbourhood  of  Newcastle  on  the  17th,  where  the  lightnings 
were  extremely  vivid,  and  the  thunder  loud  and  tremendous.  On  the 
morning  of  the  18th  it  commenced  raining  heavily,  and  continued 
with  but  little  intermission  during  the  whole  of  that  and  the  following 
day.  On  the  19th,  the  river  Tyne  and  several  of  its  branches  being 
much  swollen,  brought  down  large  quantities  of  hay  that  had  been 
cut  on  the  grounds  adjoining  them.  Many  of  the  haughs  by  the  side 
of  the  Tyne  having  been  overflowed,  the  crops  of  hay  and  com  grow- 
ing upon  them  were  nearly  destroyed.  At  Hexham,  on  the  21st, 
very  great  damage  was  sustained.  The  incessant  flashes  of  lightning 
and  peals  of  thunder  were  really  dreadful :  the  rain,  intermixed  with 
hailstones  of  an  immense  size,  descended  as  from  a  water-spout,  form- 
ing upon  the  whole,  a  scene  awful  and  tremendous.  The  lower  part 
of  the  town,  from  the  uncommon  swelling  of  a  brook,  was  laid  in  a 
great  measure  under  water ;  and  the  inhabitants  with  difiiculty  saved 
their  lives,  whilst  their  eSeota  were  in  the  most  distressing  situation. 
Several  garden  walls  were  thrown  down,  and  the  gardens  (stored 
with  abundance)  were  totally  laid  waste  and  destroyed.  Two  capital 
tan-yards  suffered  to  a  large  amount ;  and  the  wreck  it  made  exhibit- 
ed an  affecting  and  melancholy  spectacle.  On  the  23rd,  the  river 
Wear  was  so  much  swollen  that  the  mail-coach  was  obliged  to  wait 
upwards  of  seven  hours  till  it  was  passable  at  the  north  end  of  Sun- 
derland bridge.  A  man  who  was  riding  along  the  part  of  the  road 
that  was  overflowed,  was  driven  with  his  horse  into  the  field  adjoining, 
where  he  was  disengaged  from  the  animal,  and  having  regained  the 
railing,  he  staid  there  till  a  person  with  a  horse  came  to  his  assistance, 
and  relieved  him  from  the  most  iminent  danger ;  the  horse  had  pre- 
viously regained  the  shore.  Considerable  damage,  was  done  in  the 
city  of  Durham,  which  was  flooded  in  many  places  to  a  considerable 
height.  It  was  extremely  distressing  to  see  the  immense  quantities  of 
hay  that  was  carried  down  the  river ;  more  especially,  when  it  was 
considered  that  what  remained  uncut  within  reach  of  the  flood,  to- 
gether with  the  com,  in  the  same  situation  was  also  nearly  totally  des- 
troyed. The  river  was  more  swollen  than  at  any  time  since  the  great 
flood  in  1771.  In  the  vicinity  of  Chester-le-street,  all  the  low-lands 
contiguous  to  the  liver  were  overflown,  and  much  damage  done  to  the 
com,  grass,  and  other  lands,  by  it  and  the  rivulets  in  that  neigbour- 
hood.  The  Iron  forge-mill,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Hawks  and  Co.,  si- 
tuate on  a  small  rivulet  at  Braken-hill,  near  Chester-le-Street,  was 
entirely  swept  away  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flood ;  the  damage  was 
computed  to  be  upwards  of  of'SOO.     A  skin-mill,  adjoining  the  forge, 
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wan  at  the  same  time  swept  away ;  also  a  new  bridge  lately  built  by 
the  earl  of  Scarborough,  across  the  same  rivulet,  near  Lumley  castle. 
The  inhabitants,  of  the  lower  part  of  the  town  of  Chester- le- Street, 
were  thrown  into  great  coiuternation.  Several  of  the  houses  were 
flooded  with  water  to  a  great  height,  and  the  passage  of  the  bridge 
was  stopped  for  scHne  time. — Gilletpy'i  Col. 


1789  (July), — There  woe  discovered  near  the  ruins  of  the  onraent 
church  of  Alnmouth,  Northumberiand,  a  stone  which  had  probably 
been  part  of  a  very  antique  cross.  Views  of  the  two  aides  of  the  stone 
are  here  represented  from  drawings  by  Brand.  The  relic  is  now  at 
A  Inwick  castle.  The  church  was  commonly  called  "  Woden's  church," 
and  seventy  years  ago,  a  groat  part  of  the  structure  was  standing ;  bat 
the  sea  has  been  encroaohing  for  a  like  period  and  hardly  a  vestige 
DOW  remains. — ArcA<shgia, 
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1789  (August  6). — Robert  Brough,  a  butcher,  was  killed  by  a  bull 
at  the  White  Cross,  Newcastle. — Local  Papers, 

August  9. — Sunday,  a  man  had  both  his  breeches  pockets  picked 
in  St.  Nicholas^  church,  Newcastle,  during  divine  service. — Oillespy's 
Col 

August  20. — The  foundation  stone  of  Bidley-hall-bridge,  was  laid 
by  John  Lowes,  esq.,  at  the  depth  of  nine  feet  below  the  surface. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowes  each  made  the  workmen  a  handsome  present  on 
the  occasion. — Local  Papers. 

August  21. — Two  of  the  prisoners  under  sentence  of  transportation 
in  the  gaol  of  Newcastle,  made  their  escape  at  twelve  o'*clock  in  the 
day,  by  letting  themselves  down  by  a  rope  on  the  east  side  of  tho 
prison.  One  of  them  sprained  his  leg  and  was  taken  the  same  day  in 
Gallowgate.  The  other  was  afterwards  taken  in  the  Manor  Chare. — 
Gillespjfs  Col. 

August  24. — The  house  of  the  parish-clerk  of  Kirknewton,  in 
Northumberland,  was  entirely  burnt  down.  The  fire  was  occasioned 
by  a  woman  looking  under  the  bed  with  a  lighted  candle.  The  family 
lost  all  their  furniture  and  clothes,  and  all  the  parish  records  were 
consumed. — Local  Papers. 

August  26. — Thomas  Young,  aged  24,  convicted  at  the  Northum- 
berland assizes  of  a  highway  robbery,  near  Glenwhelt,  was  executed 
on  the  Fair-moor  near  Morpeth.  Previous  to  the  execution  of  this 
awful  sentence  he  behaved  with  becoming  resignation  and  fortitude. — 
Gillespy's  Col. 

September  10. — At  night,  as  the  coachman  of  D.  R.  Grieve,  esq., 
of  Swarland,  was  returning  from  Warkworth  with  an  empty  carriage, 
he  unfortunately  drove  over  a  precipice  into  a  stone  quarry,  near 
Brainshaugh,  and  was  killed  on  the  spot ;  the  horses  were  also  killed, 
and  the  chaise  broken  to  pieces. — Local  Papers. 

September  15. — On  the  evening  of  this  day,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a 
stable  belonging  to  the  Black-bull  inn,  Hexham,  by  which  one  horse 
was  suffocated,  and  two  others  were  with  difficulty  recovered  :  it  was 
however  got  under  without  any  other  material  damage  being  done. 
It  was  occasioned  by  the  hostler  having  left  a  candle  burning  in  the 
socket  of  a  lanthom. — Gillespy*s  Col. 

September  26. — Saturday,  Mr.  James  Leybum,  of  Ryton,  being 
with  some  friends  in  a  public-house  in  Newcastle,  in  a  fit  of  insanity 
seized  a  knife  and  cut  his  throat,  and  almost  immediately  expired ; 
and  on  the  following  Monday,  a  girl,  servant  to  a  gentleman  in  Pilgrim 
street,  was  found  hanging  in  a  gan*et :  after  being  cut  down,  means 
were  used  for  her  recovery,  but  they  proved  ineffectual.  It  is  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  the  coroners  for  that  town  had  been  summon- 
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od  to  attend  twcnty-onc  coaos  of  suiaide  within  the  previoiu  twelve 
montha. — GiUespy's  Col. 


17S9  (Sept.)— The  original  life  boat  was  built  at  South  Shields  by 
Hubscnption,  under  the  direction  and  inspeotioD  of  Meaara.  H.  Heath, 
Michael  IU>cl[wood,  Guthbert  Marshall,  W.  Masterman,  Jos.  Bosby, 
and  Ificfaolas  Fairies.  The  latter  gentleman  was  their  chairman. 
The  scheme  was  suggested  by  the  melancholy  loss  of  the  crew  of  the 
Adventure,  of  Newcastle,  in  the  above  month.  The  men  dropped 
from  her  rigging,  one  by  one,  exhausted  by  cold  and  fatigue,  as  she 
lay  stranded  on  the  Herd-sand,  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  in 
the  midst  of  tremendous  breakers,  in  the  presence  of  thouaands  of 
spectators,  not  one  of  whom  could  be  prevailed  on  by  any  rewards  to 
venture  out  to  her  assistance  in  any  boat  or  coble  of  the  common  con- 
struction. The  above  committee  was  formed  in  consequence,  and 
various  plans  were  presented  for  attaining  the  proposed  object — the 
construction  of  a  boat  caloidated  to  brave  the  dangers  of  the  sea, 
particularly  of  broken  water.  The  preference  was  unanimously  given 
to  Mr.  Henry  Greatheod,  as  the  builder,  who  suggested  the  material 
improvement  of  making  the  keel  carved  instead  of  straight.  The  Life 
Boat  was  first  used  on  the  ."JOth  of  January,  1790,  when  several  sea- 
men were  brought  off  in  safety  from  a  wreck  in  the  offing.  The  crew 
of  the  life  beat  were  provided  on  this  first  trial,  with  cork  jackets,  but 
the  precaution  was  totally  needless.  Since  the  above  period  several 
hundreds  of  lives  have  been  saved  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  alone,  and 
the  life  boat,  with  various  improvements  or  alterations,  has  been 
adopted  in  almoat  every  port  of  Great  Britian.  In  consequence  of  the 
extensive  application  of  the  principal  of  the  life  boat,  Mr.  Greathead 
received  several  flattering  coniplimonts  from  persons  of  the  highest 
rank  ;  in  particular,  a  diamond  ring  from  the  kte  emperor  of  Russia. 
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He  also  received  a  parliamentary  grant  of  <f  1,200,  and  one  hundred 
guineas  from  the  Trinity-house.  &c. — Surtees. 

1789  (Oct.  13). — Gold  and  silver  medals,  given  by  Nicholas  Ridley, 
esq.,  were  shot  for  in  the  Oarliol  Croft,  Newcastle,  by  the  bowmen  of 
Chevy  Chase ;  the  competitors  were  Nicholas  Ridley,  Richard  Wil- 
son, Aubone  Surtees,  and  Joseph  Forster,  esqrs.  The  silver  medal 
was  won  by  Mr.  Wilson,  that  of  gold  remained  a  subject  of  contest 
for  a  future  day. — Local  Papers. 

October  29. — The  Circus  or  Amphitheatre,  at  the  Forth,  Newcas- 
tle, was  first  opened  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Parker, 
equestrians  from  London,  to  a  brilliant  audience.  It  was  built  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  David  Stephenson.  The  very  curious  roof  was 
constructed  by  the  late  Mr.  Bulmer,  builder. — Hid. 

October  31. — ^As  the  rev.  Mr.  Bainbridge  of  Kirkmerrington,  was 
returning  from  Darlington,  in  the  darkness  of  the  evening,  a  post  boy 
rode  against  him  and  staked  his  horse,  by  which  both  it  and  the 
driver  were  killed  on  the  spot. — Gillespj/^s  Col. 

October  31. — Twenty-three  sail  of  ships  were  lost,*  and  about 
three  hundred  seamen  perished.  Of  this  number,  seven  vessels  be- 
longed to  Shields,  and  five  to  Newcastle.*!*  This  melancholy  event, 
which  occurred  near  Hasbro\  Norfolk,  awakened  the  attention  of  the 
ship-owners  in  the  north  to  the  consideration  of  means  to  prevent 
the  like  calamity  in  future,  which  was  happily  eflected  by  a  plan  for 
lighting  Hasbro^  Gatt,  projected  and  submitted  to  the  Trinity-house, 
Deptford  Strond,  by  Mr.  Henry  Taylor  of  North  Shields. — Taylor's 
Narrative.    Lon^  1796. 

November  5. — ^According  to  the  Newcastle  Chronicle,  though  the 
Gentlemen'*s  Magazine  says  the  18th,  died  in  London,  Thomas  Bed- 
ingfield.  He  was  the  son  of  Edward  Bedingfield,  esq.,  of  York ;  his 
mother  was  Mary,  daughter  of  sir  J.  Swinburne  of  Capheaton,  in 
Northumberland.  He  was  bom  at  York,  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1760;  and  was  sent  for  education  to  Liege,  in  Germany,  where  he 
studied  the  languages  about  six  years.  On  his  return  to  England,  he 
exhibited  a  sound  judgment  in  the  study  of  the  law,  an  admirable 
talent  for  poetry,  and  great  liveliness  of  conversation.  In  December 
1780,  he  was  placed  in  the  office  of  the  late  John  Davison,  of  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, with  a  view  to  the  study  of  conveyancing ;  here  he 
met  with  George  Pickering,  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  about  four  years 
standing,  and  about  two  years  after,  with  James  Ellis  of  Hexham, 
who  together  with  the  sons  of  the  above  Mr.  Davison,  formed  a  lit- 

•  Forty-two  ships  were  drove  on  shore,  twenty-three  of  which  were  totaly  lost, 
t  Upwards  of  ^1200  were  subscribed  at  Newcastle,  for  the  relief  of  (lie  widows  of  sea- 
men drowned  on  this  occasion. 
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erory  junto  not  very  common  in  a  law  office :  a  soil  generally  sap- 
posod  to  be  as  unfavourable  to  poetry  as  to  a  plant  that  shall  be 
nameless.  In  1784',  Bedingfield  removed  to  Lincoln''s  Inn,  where  ho 
Gontinue<l  the  study  of  the  law  under  that  eminent  conveyancer,  Mat- 
thew Duane,  esq.,  and  his  nephew  Mr.  Bray.  Toward  the  latter  end 
of  1787,  ho  commenced  practice  as  a  chamber  council  (being  a  Bo- 
man  Catholic,  and  as  such  incapable  by  the  then  existing  state  of  the 
law,  of  the  privilege  of  the  English  bar)  and  was  rising  rapidly  in  his 
profession,  when  his  own  hopes  and  those  of  his  friends  were  termin- 
ated by  his  death :  after  which  event,  some  of  his  poems  were  publish- 
ed in  London,  under  the  title  of  '  Poems  by  T.  B— g — d,  esq.,  of  the 
Inner  Temple  f  which  publication  is  spoken  of  as  surreptitious,  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  Monthly  Magazine,  in  1800.  Fifteen  years  after, 
they  were  collected  and  published  by  James  Ellis,  one  of  his  youthful 
associates,  but  subsequently  residing  at  Otterbume ;  together  with  the 
poems  of  George  Pickering,  and  a  few  of  his  own  compositions ,  with 
a  dedication  to  Walter  Scott,  esq.,  and  a  preface  of  affected  modesty. 
Bedingfidd'*s  poetry  is  of  a  character  which  has  no  great  claim  to  pub- 
lic attention ;  and  if  not  esteemed  when  new,  will  never  be  much  read 
afterwards.  The  piece  best  known  periiaps,  is  called  ^  Instnietions 
to  a  Porter,^  which  has  appeared  in  several  collections.  The  most  la- 
boured of  his  performances  is  '  The  Triumph  of  Beauty,^  addressed 
to  the  duchess  of  Devonshire  on  her  successful  canvass  for  Charles 
James  Fox,  in  1784,  a  compliment  which  however,  her  ladyship  did 
not  choose  to  have  published  at  that  period,  and  which  from  its  ephe- 
meral nature  could  never  be  justly  appreciated  afterwards.  In  an 
elegy  to  his  friend  Pickering,  which  contains  some  touching  lines,  and 
betrays  a  morbid  sensibility,  he  concludes  thus — 

'My  drooping  heart 
Pants  for  the  night  eternal  of  the  tomb.' 
a  sentiment  which  might  have  been  pardoned,  though  undeserving  of 
of  admiration,  even  in  a  pagan  poet.  Bedingfield  is  described  aa  one 
of  the  best  tempered  of  men ;  he  is  said  to  have  argued  upon  any  sub- 
ject in  which  he  felt  himself  interested,  with  an  earnestness  and  fer- 
vour almost  tumultuous,  and  that  occasioned  many  a  smile,  and  much 
good  natured  raillery  amongst  his  friends.  In  person  be  is  said  to 
have  resembled  his  celebrated  contemporary  William  Pitt  so  mnch, 
as  sometimes  to  have  been  mistaken  for  him,  by  the  London  populace. 
— Compiled  from  Ellis'  Memoir  by  Jos.  Bidley. 

1789  (Nov.  5). — The  cordwainers  of  Newcastle,  according  to  annual 
custom,  made  a  grand  procession  through  the  streets  of  that  town  and 
Gateshead,  in  honour  of  King  Crispin.  On  the  12th  of  the  same 
month  the  glass  makers  made  a  similar  exhibition.    From  this  year 
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the  cordwainer^s  procession  was  discontinued  until  1823,  when  it  was 
again  repeated. — Local  Papers^  S^c. 

1789  (Nov.  15). — The  body  of  a  woman  named  Ann  Brown,  about 
thirty  years  of  age,  was  found  in  Stepney-lane,  near  Newcastle, 
mangled  in  a  manner  too  shocking  for  relation,  two  men  named 
Jamieson  and  Scott,  were  apprehended  on  suspicion,  but  the  evidence 
obtained  was  not  sufficient  to  convict  them  of  the  murder,  and  after 
being  kept  in  confinement  some  weeks,  they  were  acquitted  of  the 
charge,  and  Fletcher  Reynoldson,  and  Robert  Gray,  two  keelmcn 
were  apprehended  for  the  same  offence,  of  which  they  confessed 
being  guilty,  each  reciprocally  charging  the  other  with  the  actual 
commission  of  the  murder.  At  the  assizes  in  August  1790,  rw  Bill 
was  found. — Gillespy*s  Col. 

November  16. — In  the  evening  of  this  day  (Monday),  the  right  rev. 
Thomas  Thurlow,  lord  Bishop  of  Durham,  arrived  in  Newcastle,  and 
by  an  invitation  from  the  right  worshipful  Hugh  Hornby,  esq.,  mayor, 
was  entertained  at  the  mansion-house,  and  on  the  following  morning, 
at  eleven  o^clock,  his  lordship  proceeded  to  the  newly  erected  church 
of  All  Saints,  to  consecrate  the  same  for  divine  service.  The  usual 
prayers  of  consecration  were  read  with  great  solemnity.  An  excel- 
lent sermon  was  preached  by  the  rev.  Hugh  Moises,  lecturer  of  the 
said  church,  and  rector  of  Greystock,  in  Cumberland ;  his  text  was 
from  Leviticus,  chap.  xix.  ver.  30.  After  divine  service,  the  mayor 
gave  a  grand  entertainment  to  the  bishop,  the  clergy  then  in  town, 
the  trustees  for  building  the  church,  the  church-wardens,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  gentlemen.  The  pews,*  columns,  and  ornaments,  of  this 
beautiful  fabric,  are  all  of  mahogany,  and  collectively,  convey  the 
highest  idea  of  magnificence  and  grandeur.  In  the  preceding  Sep- 
tember, the  sittings  in  this  church  were  sold  by  auction.  Some  single 
seats  of  18  inches  in  breadth,  sold  for  <f  8,  128.  each.  The  corpora- 
tion of  the  Trinity-house,  paid  500  guineas  for  52  seats. — Local 
Papers. 

November  17. — ^Died,  in  St.  Nicholas**  poor-house,  Newcastle,  of 
which  he  was  the  keeper,  Mr.  William  Umfraville.  His  father,  Mr. 
Thomas  Umfraville,  who  died  June  28th,  1783,  was  for  40  years  par- 
ish clerk  of  St.  John'^s,  in  that  town,  and  had  formerly  been  a  mer- 
chant there.  He  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  greatest  names  and 
most  illustrious  lamilies  in  the  north.  The  pedigree  traces  back  the 
family  to  Robert  de  Umfraville,  called  Robert  with  the  Beard,  lord 
of  Tours  and  Vian,   who  came  into  England  with   William  the 

*  The  pews,  <&c.  ifec.,  were  originallj  intended  to  have  been  wainscot.  Mrs.  Baker,  and 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Atlee,  who  were  then  living  in  the  pjirieh,  made  up  the  difference  of  the 
cost. 
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Conqueror.  This  Robert  had  a  grant  from  the  Conqueror,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  his  reign,  of  the  valley  of  Ridds,  or  Redesdale,  with  all 
its  castles,  woods,  and  franchises,  to  hold  of  him  and  his  heirs  for 
ever,  by  the  service  of  defending  that  part  of  the  country  from  wolves 
and  the  king'*s  enemies  by  the  sword  which  the  said  king  William 
wore  at  his  side  when  he  entered  Northumberland.  Mr.  William 
Umfraville  had,  in  his  custody,  a  sword,  which  belonged  to  sir  Robert 
Umfraville,  vice-admiral  of  England,  about  the  time  of  Richard  II. 
Mr.  Umfraville,  died  in  very  indigent  circumstances,  leaving  a  widow, 
with  an  only  son  and  daughter,  without  any  means  of  support.  The 
late  duke  of  Northumberland,  hearing  that  a  descendant  of  the  once- 
powerful  family  of  the  Umfravilles  had  died  in  such  humble  circum- 
stances, kindly  allowed  an  annuity  to  the  widow,  and  undertook  the 
charge  of  educating  and  providing  for  the  son,  John  Brand  Umfra- 
ville, for  whom,  when  of  a  proper  age,  his  grace  obtained  the  situation 
of  midshipman  in  the  royal  navy.  He  ultimately  rose  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  and  died  a  few  years  ago  without  issue. — MamMes  in  Northd. 
1798. — The  sulphur  spring  at  Dinsdale,  Durham,  was  accidentally 
discovered  by  workmen  employed  by  the  late  Mr.  Lambton,  in  search- 
ing for  coal ;  after  they  had  bored  to  the  depth  of  72  feet,  chiefly 
through  what  they  called  red  rock  and  whinstone,  the  spring  sud- 
denly burst  forth,  accompanied  by  so  tremendous  a  smoke  and  sul- 
phureous stench,  that  they  were  obliged,  (or  at  least  were  so  affiigbt- 
ed  as)  to  relinquish  their  operations  in  that  place  during  several 
weeks.  The  remarkable  qualities  of  the  water  attracted  the  attrition 
of  some  others  of  Mr.  Lambton^s  work-people,  who  dug  out  a  bath  in 
the  course  of  the  stream ;  and  one  of  them  who  had  been  a  number 
of  years  afflicted  with  a  chronic  rheumatism,  by  bathing  and  drinking 
the  water,  had  the  use  of  his  Umbs  perfectly  restored.  The  cure  was 
quickly  noised  abroad  among  the  surrounding  villages,  and  people 
flocked  eagerly  to  the  wonder-working  well;  and  its  extraoidinarj 
effects  in  curing  several  chronic  complaints,  more  especially  of  the 
rheumatic  and  cutaneous  kinds,  added  daily  to  its  celebrity.  In  the 
year  1797,  a  house  was  built  for  the  convenience  of  cold  bathing,  but 
it  was  soon  found  that  further  acconunodations  were  wanted,  and  a 
few  years  ago  the  present  beautiful  and  convenient  suite  of  baths 
were  erected.  The  Spa  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  plantati<»i, 
which,  to  the  westward,  extends  upwards  of  a  mile  along  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  Tees,  intersected  with  shaded  walks,  in  whkdi  seats 
are  placed  at  intervals,  forming  a  cool  and  delightful  ramble  for  the 
invalid — the  botanist — ^the  student — or  the  admirer  of  nature^s  varied 
works.  Above  the' plantation,  or  rather  crowning  its  woody  eminence, 
stands  the  Dinsdale  Hotel  which  was  opened  in  the  year  1829,  and 


Spa  Hotel,  Dinrdali. 

from  this  point  the  view  is  mi^nifioently  grand.  The  eye  wanders 
over  the  rich  and  delightful  vale  of  Cleveland, — a  highly  cultivated 
tract  of  country,  which  has  not  inappropriately  been  called  "  The 
Garden  of  Yorkshire,"  through  which  the  "  Murmuring  Tees"  winds 
and  meanders,  until  lost  in  the  distance,  where  the  Cleveland  and 
Hamblflton  hilla  furnish  a  noble  hack-ground  to  a  luxuriant  picture. 
— Guide  to  DinaddU,  ^c. 

1789. — Thia  year,  died  at  Berwick,  William  Addison,  gardener, 
aged  101,  years.  Also,  died  at  the  same  place,  Thomas  Morrison, 
gardener,  aged  1 04>  years. — Local  Papen. 

Modey  and  Dean  streets,  in  Newcastle,  were  this  year  formed  by 
arching  over  the  Lort-bum  to  the  extent  of  about  300  yards.  This 
bum  runs  across  Mosloy  street,  and  under  Dean  street  at  a  depth  of 
from  20  to  25  feet  below  the  level  of  the  present  surface. — Ilnd,  4r<^. 

About  this  time  an  unfortunate  woman  of  the  city  of  Durham, 
named  Jane  Bamshaw,  was  decoyed  from  her  house  at  night  and 
murdered.  This  horrid  deed  caused  a  great  sensation,  and  several 
persons  were  examined  before  the  magistrates,  but  the  perpetrator 
of  it  was  never  brought  to  justice.  There  was  a  rumour  that  a  sol- 
dier on  his  death-bed,  on  the  continent,  confessed  that  be  was  the 
murderer, — Ibid, 

The  meeting-house  in  Gilligatc,  Hexham,  was  built  by  the  Wosley- 
ans,  and  the  founder  of  Methodism  preached  in  it  very  soon  after.  It 
continued  to  be  the  place  of  wordiip  for  that  body  tUl  1839,  when 
they  bnilt  their  new  chapel.  They  then  sold  it  to  the  seceders,  its 
presMit  occupants,  who  have  John  Boyd  for  their  minister.  This  con- 
gregation bad  previoudy  occupied  an  old  Roman  catholic  chapel,  which 
was  afterwards  turned  into  a  miU-wright's  shop. — Jot.  Ridley's  JUSS. 
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1790  (Feb.) — The  workmen  employed  in  clearing  away  the  nibbUh 
at  the  top  of  the  new  street,  then  forming  in  tiatesbewl,  fouod  a  great 
number  of  Roman  coins,  inclosed  in  an  urn.  Many  of  the  ooine  bar- 
ing got  into  the  bands  of  the  workmen,  could  not  be  recovered;  but 
several  of  them,  in  good  preservation,  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian,  were 
in  the  possession  of  the  late  David  Stephenson,  esq.,  archJt«ot. 
— Local  Bee. 

March  20. — This  day,  in  the  morning,  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  a  firo  was  discovered  in  the  stack-yord  and  bam  of  Mr. 
Hopper,  farmer,  at  A\well-hall,  near  Winlaton  mill,  which  continued 
to  bum  with  great  violence  for  some  time,  consuming  the  barn  and 
byer,  with  two  stacks  of  com,  and  five  fine  cows.  The  fire  was  sup- 
posed to  have  happened  by  a  man  imprudently  going  with  a  naked 
candle  in  his  hand  into  Mr.  Hopper's  stack-yard,  where  much  loose 
straw  was  lying,  in  search  of  a  game  cock.  Unhappily  no  part  of  the 
property  was  insured. — Gilletf^''s  Col. 


At  Habtlepool. 


This  month,  in  diggmg  a  grave  in  the  church  yard,  at  Hartlepool, 
a  stone  coffin  was  discovered,  containing  the  body  of  a  man,  which 
appeared  to  be  quite  entire.  It  seemed  he  hod  been  buried  with  hia 
clothes,  boots,  &c.  on,  but  as  soon  as  exposed  to  the  air,  it  immedi- 
ately mouldered  to  dust,  excepting  the  soles  of  his  boots,  which  were 
cut  in  pieces  and  distributed  as  a  great  curiosity, — Local  Papen. 

April  13. — An  alarming  fire  broke  out  in  Monkweaimouth,  which 
destroyed  three  houses.  The  Gre  raged  with  great  fury  for  near  four 
hours,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the  populace,  was  extinguished  and 
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happily  no  lives  were  lost ;  but  most  of  the  furniture  and  clothes  of 
the  respective  families,  and  a  considerable  sum  in  bank  notes  were 
consumed.  The  fire  broke  out  in  the  house  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Iveson, 
whose  family  with  difficulty  escaped  the  fury  of  the  flames,  without 
being  able  to  save  a  single  article ;  upwards  of  <£^dOO  in  notes  and 
cash  was  destroyed  in  his  house  only.  Next  day  several  men  were 
employed  to  dig  in  the  ruins  of  the  buildings,  but  only  a  few  guineas 
were  recovered. — GUlespys  CoL 

1790  (May  15). — The  master  and  brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  in 
Newcastle,  resolved  to  present  the  freedom  of  that  corporation  to  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  Clarence  (afterwards  king  William  IV,), 
which  was  conveyed  to  him  in  an  elegant  gold  box.  It  was  a  highly- 
finished  piece  of  workmanship ;  on  the  top  were  the  arms  of  the 
Trinity  house  in  enamel,  the  sides  were  decorated  with  beautiful  em- 
blematical devices,  on  the  bottom  a  crown  and  C,  his  royal  highnesses 
crest,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  lid  was  engraven,  ^^  The  freedom  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  Jona- 
than AiRET,  esq.,  master,  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  May  15,  1790.'" — Local  Papers. 

May. — As  some  workmen  were  digging  to  the  stone  in  a  quarry  at 
Billy-mill,  near  North  Shields,  above  five  feet  from  the  surface,  they 
discovered  a  stone  coffin,  walled  round,  and  covered  with  a  large  flat 
stone,  without  any  inscription  upon  it.  Within  it  was  a  perfect  hu- 
man skeleton,  which  mouldered  to  dust  immediately  on  being  exposed 
to  the  air. — Ibid. 

June  5. — Died,  at  Framlington,  in  Northumberland,  Mr.  Thomas 
Blenkinsopp,  aged  105  years. — Ibid. 

June  22. — There  was  a  violent  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning 
in  Newcastle  and  its  neighbourhood,  which  continued  without  inter- 
mission for  about  two  hours ;  the  blaze  of  lightning  was,  during  that 
period,  almost  incessant,  and  the  peals  of  thunder  most  tremendously 
awful.  During  the  storm,  the  electric  fluid  struck  upon  the  top  of  a 
house  in  the  Painter-heugh,  Newcastle,  and  passing  down  the  chim- 
ney, shattered  a  stone  at  the  bottom  to  pieces,  an  out-house  in  the 
yard  was  also  thrown  down,  which  a  maid  servant  had  just  quitted. 
It  struck  a  chimney  and  shattered  the  gable  end  of  a  house,  near  St. 
Ann's  chapel,  which  it  left  in  a  very  ruinous  condition.  A  gardener, 
at  the  Eed-heugh,  immediately  after  entering  a  house  for  shelter  from 
the  rain,  was  struck  by  the  lightning  and  killed  on  the  spot,  and  his 
body  soon  after  assumed  the  appearance  of  putrescency.  A  thatched 
house  in  Chester-le-Street,  was  set  on  fire.  A  cottage,  near  Bamard- 
casUe,  was  also  burnt  down,  and  several  cows  and  sheep  killed  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. — Ibid. 
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1790  (Aug.  5). — Thomas  Watson  was  executed  on  a  tcmporarv  gal- 
lows without  the  Westgate,  Newcastle,  for  the  murder  of  Geoi^  Gib- 
son. The  circumstances  of  this  murder  were  marked  with  singular 
enormity,  and  were  evidently  the  result  of  the  most  determined  preme- 
ditation. Watson  was  a  sin^e  man,  and  lived  with  his  father,  who  had 
a  farm  at  Elford.  Gibson  was  a  married  man,  and  had  a  farm  at 
Coldrife,  near  Newham,  in  Northumberland.  Watson  and  Gibson, 
were  at  one  time  very  intimate  friends,  but  the  former  having  heard 
that  Gibson  had  accused  him  of  unnatural  crimes,  he  determined 
upon  Gibson'^s  destruction,  and  accordingly  he  purchased  a  pistol, 
balls,  and  powder,  of  a  gunsmith,  in  Alnwick,  and  having  infuriated 
himself  with  liquor,  way-laid  Gibson  in  the  night  of  the  19th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1790,  at  a  place  where  he  expected  him  to  pass,  but  being 
disappointed,  he  the  next  morning  went  to  Gibson'^s  farm,  where  he 
found  him,  and  deliberately  shot  him  through  the  heart,  which  caased 
his  death  in  a  few  minutes.  An  attempt  was  made  on  the  trial  to 
prove  his  being  afflicted  with  a  temporary  insanity,  but  this  was  not 
satisfactorily  substantiated.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  he  be- 
trayed little  emotion  on  hearing  his  sentence  pronounced.  At  the 
place  of  execution,  he  confessed  that  he  justly  suffered,  but  did  not 
seem  very  penitent  for  the  commission  of  the  crime.  The  body  was 
sent  to  the  surgeons^-hall  for  dissection,  where  the  skeleton  now  re- 
mains. During  the  trial  of  Watson,  one  Jane  Stephenson,  was  de- 
tected stealing  a  handkerchief  out  of  a  young  man's  pocket,  in  the 
open  court ;  she  was  immediately  secured,  and  taken  before  the  grand 
jury,  who  found  a  true  bill,  from  thence  before  his  lordship,  when  she 
was  immediately  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  seven  year's  transpor- 
tation, all  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes. — Local  Papen. 

August  18. — John  Brown,  for  breaking  into  a  house  at  Fen- 
ham  ;  James  Grreenwood,  for  breaking  into  a  shop  at  North  Sunder- 
land ;  and  George  Bolton,  for  horse-stealing,  were  executed  at  Mor- 
peth. The  execution  of  three  criminals  at  one  time,  drew  an  immense 
multitude  of  spectators.  Brown  was  bom  at  Winlaton,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  and  left  a  widow  and  six  children.  Greenwood  left  a 
widow  and  three  children.  Bolton  was  bom  at  Usworth,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  and  had  lived  as  a  servant  with  several  people  at 
North  Shields.— 72^. 

Aug.  23. — There  was  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  during  which  one  of 
the  vanes  of  St.  Nicholas'  church,  Newcastle,  was  blown  down  with 
the  stone  which  supported  it. — Netce.  Chron. 

September  8. — ^Died,  at  No.  2,  Chapel  street,  upper  Grosvenor 
place,  London ;  Jane,  first  wife  of  the  rev.  Thomas  Scott  the  cele- 
brated commentator,  then  chaplain  at  the  Lock  hospital.   Mrs.  Scott, 
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whose  maiden  name  was  Keli,  was  of  a  family  of  reputabliB  cirQum- 
stances  in  Hexham,  Northumberland,  her  father  had  been  impover- 
ished by  becoming  surety  for  another  man'^s  debts;  and  as  she 
was  living  housekeeper  with  Mr.  Scotfs  patron,  at  Weston-under- 
wood,  Bucks.  This  amiable  woman,  whom  her  husband  thought  to 
possess  whatever  can  render  woman  agreeable,  beauty  excepted,  was  sis- 
ter to  the  late  Mrs  Errington,  of  Oakwellgate,  Gateshead,  and  became 
mother  to  three  clergymen,  the  reverends  John  Scott,  A.  M.,  late  of 
Hull ;  Thomas  Scott,  A.  M.  late  of  Gawcott,  Bucks ;  and  Benjamin 
Scott,  A.  M.  late  vicar  of  Bidford,  Warwickshire ;  she  was  mother  in 
law  to  the  rev.  Samuel  King;  and  amongst  her  grand-children  are  the 
rev.  John  Scott  of  Hull ;  rev.  Thomas  Scott  of  York ;  and  more  than 
these  of  the  clerical  profession.  Her  death  is  thus  recorded  by  her 
husband,  ^Mn  September  1790,  my  wife  died,  while  my  hands  were 
full  of  employment,  and  my  heart  of  most  overwhelming  cares :  so 
that  my  distress  and  anguish,  at  that  period,  were  beyond  whatever 
will  be  known  or  conceived  by  others,  at  least  in  this  world.^  The 
venerable  Thomas  Scott  died  at  Aston  Sandford,  Bucks,  April  16th, 
1821,  one  of  the  best,  and  most  useful  of  men. — Jo$,  Ridley* s  M88. 

1790  (Sep.  22). — ^The  bugle-horn,  given  by  his  grace  the  dnke  of 
Northumberland,  to  the  bowmen  of  Chevy  Chase,  was  shot  for  at 
Morpeth,  and  won  by  Bichard  Wilson,  esq.,  who  also  on  the  same 
day,  won  the  medal  given  by  the  society  to  the  ^^  Captdn  of  Numbers.'^ 
The  other  medal  was  won  by  Nicholas  Ridley,  esq.  October  4th,  at 
another  meeting  hdd  at  Morpeth,  another  trial  of  skill  took  place, 
when  the  gold  medal  was  won  by  Nicholas  Bidley,  esq.,  and  the  silver 
medal  by  Bichard  Wilson,  esq. — Local  Papers, 

October  23. — A  woman  was  placed  on  a  pillory  erected  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  centre  of  the  Sandhill,  Newcastle,  for  peijuiy.  She 
was  exhibited  from  twelve  o'^dook  to  one  o^clock. — Ibid. 

This  month  an  explosion  took  place  in  Wallsend  colliery,  by  which 
unfortunate  occurrence,  seven  human  beings  lost  their  lives. — Ihid. 

November. — Several  specimens  of  the  Chatterer  (Coracius  Gairula) 
were  taken  in  Northumberland  and  Durham. — Bewick. 

December  29. — In  the  evening,  lord  Delaval^s  elegant  theatre,  at 
Seaton  Delaval,  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  a  certain  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  whom  tickets  had  been  sent,  and  the  tragedy 
of  ^^  The  Fair  PeniUwt^  was  performed  in  a  manner  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  a  regular  theatre.  The  after-piece,  called  ''  Yim  wojf 
like  ityOrletU  olofM^  was  written  for  the  occasion,  and  consisted  of 
a  number  of  songs,  selected  from  other  pieces,  and  introduced  in  an 
original  plot ;  the  performers  were  lord  Delaval,  lord  Tyroonnell,  Mr« 
Spearman,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  F.  Forster,  lady  Tyroonnell^  Mrs. 
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Abbs,  Miss  Daniel,  Miss  A.  Daniel,  Miss  Ferry,  and  Master  Taylor. 
An  epilogue,  written  and  spoken  by  the  noble  lord  of  the  mansion, 
contained  much  humour  and  good  point,  and  an  elegantly  turned  wel- 
come to  his  visitors. — Local  Papers. 

1790. — Independent  chapel,  Dundas  street,  Monkwearmouth  shore 
founded.  The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  extends  from  1837. — 
Bep.  of  Pari.  Com. 

In  1790,  a  sentence  of  excommunication,  decreed  by  the  high  court 
of  delegates,  against  A.  B.  Bowes,  esq.,  for  contumacy,  and  not 
having  paid  the  expences  of  the  said  court,  amounting  to  .f  552.  8s. 
6d.,  in  a  cause  instituted  by  Mary  Eleanour  Bowes,  his  wife,  was  read 
in  the.  parish  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcastle. — Local  Papers. 

An  act  was  this  year  obtained  for  paving,  lighting,  and  watching, 
the  city  of  Durham,  and  for  levying  certain  tolls  for  those  purposes. 
The  act  was  altered  and  amended  in  1822. — Surtees. 

This  year,  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  near  the  east  end  of 
South  Shields,  was  rebuilt. — Local  Papers. 

1791  (Jan.  2). — Robert  Henderson,  of  Stockton  gentleman,  was 
unfortunately  drowned.  This  person,  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
Jeremiah  Henderson,  of  Stockton,  was  well  known  all  along  the  coast 
of  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  Northumberland,  from  Whitby  to  the 
Fern  Islands,  by  the  name  of  the  sailing  qtiaier.  He  was  humane, 
and  in  many  instances,  judiciously  charitable,  but  his  generosity  was 
indiscriminate,  and  carried  frequently  to  an  extreme  profusion ;  for 
which,  and  for  the  obstinacy  he  shewed  in  neglecting  the  remonstraoes 
of  his  friends  on  account  of  the  risques  he  ran  at  sea,  he  was  disoumed 
hy  them.  In  other  respects  there  are  few  men  whose  character  will 
bear  so  strict  a  scrutiny  as  Robert  Henderson'*s.  On  the  above  day, 
in  the  afternoon,  he  and  one  of  his  men  in  attempting  to  make  the 
harbour  of  Alnmouth  (in  his  sailing  boat)  were  drowned  in  sight  of 
the  whole  town.  He  had  sailed  from  Newbiggin  in  his  coble,  contrary 
to  the  remonstraces  of  all  the  fishermen ;  nay,  the  prospect  was  such, 
that  one  of  his  men  would  not  accompany  him,  but  travelled  to  Aln- 
mouth by  land,  just  in  time  to  see  his  master  and  fellow  servant  perish. 
— Brewster's  Stockton. 

March  16. — A  little  before  twelve  oVlock  at  night  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Powell,  surgeon,  in  the  Bigg  Market,  Newcastle, 
which  raged  with  such  fury,  that  the  family,  who  had  all  retired  to 
bed,  could  with  difficulty  save  their  lives.  The  house,  and  all  the  vi^ 
luable  furniture,  &c.  were  entirely  destroyed. — Local  Papers. 

May  4. — Died,  at  Great  Tosson,  near  Rothbury,  in  Northumber- 
land, Mr.  Samuel  Donkin,  aged  102  years. — Ibid. 

June. — There  were  living  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  a  man  and  his 
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wife,  whose  ages  together,  amounted  to  200  years,  the  husband  being 
103,  and  the  wife  97. — Local  Papers. 

1791  (June  10). — The  hon.  Shnte  Barrington  was  translated  from 
the  see  of  Salisbury  to  that  of  Durham.  August  4th,  his  lordship 
made  a  public  entry  into  his  diocese  when  be  was  met  at  Croft  bridge 
about  noon,  by  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county,  sir  Hed worth  Williamson, 
bart.,  attended  by  all  his  officers,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  the  see,  and 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  to  congratulate  his  lordship  on  his  safe  arrival 
in  his  diocese.  He  was  also  mot  by  John  Erasmus  Blackett,  esq.,  as 
substitute  for  sir  Edward  Blackett,  bart.,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Sock- 
bum,  who  presented  his  lordship,  according  to  ancient  custom,  with  a 
falchion.  His  lordship,  with  his  attendants,  then  proceeded  to  Dar- 
lington, where  they  dined.  At  Farewell-hall,  about  two  miles  from 
the  city  of  Durham,  his  lordship  was  met  by  the  chapter,  where  the 
rev.  Dr.  Sharp,  as  sub-dean,  addressed  his  lordship  in  an  appropriate 
speech,  to  which  the  bishop  made  a  suitable  refJy.  The  company 
then  resumed  their  carriages,  and  at  the  head  of  Old  Elvet,  were  met 
by  the  banners  of  the  incorporated  companies  of  the  city  of  Durham, 
music,  &c.  At  the  entrance  of  the  market  place,  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  were  ready  to  congratulate  his  lordship.  The  procession 
then  moved  forward  to  the  cathedral,  where  his  lordship  was  en- 
throned. The  service  was  read  by  the  rev.  the  dean  of  Rochester,  in 
the  course  of  which,  Ebdon's  **  Magnificat,^'  and  "  Nunc  dimittus,^^ 
and  PurceFs   "  I  was  glad,^  were  sung  by  the  choir. — Ibid. 

July  6. — The  foundation-stone  of  a  new  theatre  was  laid  in  the  city 
of  Durham,  with  great  masonic  eclat^  by  George  Finch,  esq.,  deputy 
grand  master  for  the  county,  in  the  presence  of  Thomas  Ghipchase, 
esq.,  mayor,  and  William  Ambler,  esq.,  recorder  of  the  city.  A 
plate  with  a  suitable  inscription,  was  deposited  within  the  stone. 
March  12th,  1792,  this  theatre  was  opened,  with  an  occasional  pre- 
lude, called  "  ApolUPs  Holiday.''''  written  by  Mr.  Cawdell ;  the  new 
comedy  of  "  Wild  Oats ; ''  and  the  farce  of  "  The  Spoiled  Child.''— 
Ibid. 

July  6. — An  incendiary  letter  was  found  on  the  step  of  the  shop 
door  of  Mr.  Fife,  cabinet  maker,  in  the  Postern,  Newcastle,  threat- 
ening the  destruction  of  the  Postern  meeting-house. — Ibid. 

July  6  and  7. — Dr.  Graham,  to  shew  the  nature  and  safety  of  earth- 
bathing,  for  the  use  of  various  diseases,  had  himself  and  a  young  wo- 
man, troubled  with  a  scorbutic  disorder,  placed  naked  in  the  earth, 
and  covered  up  to  their  lips,  in  Hanover  Square  chapel  ground,  in 
Newcastle,  from  twelve  o''clock  at  noon,  till  six  in  the  evening,  each 
day.     Great  numbers  attended  to  see  this  curious  exhibition. — Ibid. 

The  Methodist  chapel  at  the  foot  of  Sans-street,  Sunderland,  was 
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opooed  this  year  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Coke.  It  was  oonBiderably  enlarged 
in  1809,  and  1824,  so  that  it  will  now  accommodate  2,500  hearers. 
The  raster  of  births  and  baptisms  extend  from  1797  to  1837. — 
Sep.  of  Pari,  Com.  Sge. 

1791. — ^A  theatre  was  this  year  erected  on  the  bank  top,  in  the 
township  of  Wesfcoe  adjacent  to  South  Shields. — Local  Papers. 

August  18. — About  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  the  warehouses  of  Mr. 
Alderman  Rudman,  at  the  head  of  the  quay,  Newcastle,  were  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire.  The  flames  instantly  burst  forth  with  the  most 
impetuous  violence,  and  almost  immediately  communicated  to  the  ad- 
joining warehouses  of  Messrs.  Nichol  and  Ludlow,  warfingers,  which 
were  burnt  to  the  ground ;  from  whence  it  was  communicated  to  the 
roof  of  the  Exchange,  the  west  end  of  which  was  burnt  for  a  consi- 
derablfl  distance,  but  the  application  of  the  fire  engines  fortunately 
prevented  that  important  building  from  shating  a  fate,  Uiat  for  some 
time,  appeared  inevitable.  A  warehouse,  and  part  of  the  office  cJ 
Messrs.  Allan,  Bobinson,  &  Co.,  were  also  burnt  down.  From  the 
warehouses  of  Mr.  Kudman  nothing  could  possibly  be  saved,  but  the 
principal  part  of  the  goods  in  Nichol  and  Ludlow's  were  got  out. 
The  flames,  after  entirely  destroying  all  that  range  of  buildings  from 
the  Tyne  Bank,  at  the  bridge  end,  to  the  west  end  of  the  Exchange, 
were  effectually  got  under  about  five  o'clock  on  the  following  morning. 
In  consequence  of  the  fire  getting  into  the  Exchange,  the  pictures  at 
the  west  end  of  the  Guildhall,  were  considerably  damaged  by  it. 
They  were  afterwards  repfured  in  a  very  maeterly  style  by  Mr.  Bell, 
painter  of  Newcastle. — Ibid. 


UlQH  CkiNi,  Niwcaitle,  1781. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


HE  old  city-gateway,  called  Glaypath-gate, 
which  stood  near  the  east  end  of  St.  Nich- 
olas^ church,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  with 
some  adjoining  shops  and  houses,  were  re- 
moved in  1791,  by  the  commissioners  under 
the  paving  and  lighting  act  obtained  in  the 
preceding  year.  It  was  a  weak  single  arch 
of  common  stone  and  rubble.  There  was  a 
foot-passage  on  the  east  side. — Surtees. 
August  27. — ^A  grand  musical  festival  took  place  in  St.  Nicholas'* 
church  in  Newcastle.  The  principal  vocal  performers  were  Madame 
Mara,  Mrs.  Grouch,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Meredith  and 
Mr.  Ashley.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  were  the  conductors. — 
Local  Papers. 

September  7. — ^Died,  in  the  High  bridge,  Newcastle,  Mrs,  Ann 
Young,  in  her  103rd  year. — Ihid, 

September  21  and  22. — At  the  Morpeth  meeting  of  Northumber- 
land archers,  the  silver  bugle,  given  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  North- 
umberland, patron  and  perpetual  president  of  the  society,  was  won  by 
John  Widderington,  esq. ;  the  gold  medal  for  the  ^^  Captain  of  the 
target,'''  by  William  Ogle,  esq. ;  and  the  silver  medal  for  the  "  Cap- 
tain of  numbers,^  by  John  Bell,  esq. — Ibid. 

September  25. — ^A  young  shark  was  brought  into  Sunderland  by 
some  fishermen.  It  was  taken  in  a  herring  net  in  Whitburn  bay ;  it 
measured  about  five  feet  in  length. — Ibid. 

This  month,  as  some  labourers  were  levelling  the  hill  at  the  lower 
end  of  South  Shields,  near  the  Law-house,  they  discovered  a  round 
flat  stone  of  about  two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter,  which  bore  the 
marks  of  fire  on  the  upper  side,  and  which  was  supported  by  rude 
pillars  of  about  ten  inches  in  height ;  a  quantity  of  earth,  resembling 
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red  ashes  was  found  under  the  stone,  and  on  a  levd  with  the  bottom 
of  the  pillars,  was  a  circukr  pavement  of  flat  freestones,  extending 
about  two  feet  from  the  verge  of  the  said  stone.  They  also  found 
cannon-balls  of  various  sizes,  and  foundations  of  walb  here  and  there, 
and  part  of  a  house  with  tire  pla,ce  complete. — Local  Sec. 

1791  (Oct.  22). — From  a  great  quantity  of  rain  having  fallen,  ranch 
damage  was  done  by  tho  overflowing  of  the  rivers  and  brooks,  in 
Northumberland.  A  great  part  of  Wooler-bridge  was  carried  away. 
—Ibid. 


Long  Bintoh  Ciiubch. 

November  2. — The  present  church  at  Long  Benton,  io  Northum- 
berland, was  consecrated  by  the  right  rev.  Dr.  John  Hincholifle, 
bishop  of  Peterborough.  The  chancel  was  left  in  its  original  state 
in  consequence  of  the  disinclination  of  the  lessees  of  the  great  tithes 
to  undertake  the  ezpenoe  of  rebuilding  it.  The  floor  of  the  new 
church  being  on  a  higher  level  there  was  a,  descent  from  it  by  three 
steps  into  the  chancel  untill838,  when  the  floorwas  raised  uniform  with 
the  rest  of  the  building  at  the  expence  of  the  master  and  soholan  of 
Ballioi  college.  The  church  stands  in  the  valley  about  two  furlongs 
north  of  the  village ;  this  inconvenient  site  is  traditionally  eajA  to 
have  been  chosen  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants  of  KilUngworth,* 

*  There  is  a  legend  that  (he  church  yiea  sctnallj  commeDced  Bt  Bentoo.  but  that  the 
niBKinrj  of  each  daj  was  removed  at  uight.  Withmit  nrquiescing  in  the  ides  of  niprr- 
natural  interference,  we  may  perhnpf  suspect  that  Ihia  iiocturiinl  dilapidation,  if  il  reallj 
ocFuri^'d,  WAS  the  work  of  the  Ktllingworth  peupl?.  »lio  wlthnl  it  to  he  bnilt  nearer  Ihrm. 
HoXj  Stone  on  the  aaslern  boundary  of  thii  paridh  \a  iiuppo^ed  to  have  been  nn  appeodagr 
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or  perhaps  because  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a  burying  ground  in 
the  village,  in  consequence  of  the  rock  approaching  so  near  the  sur- 
face. The  secluded  situation  of  the  church  has  led  to  its  being  fre- 
quently broken  into.  We  find  an  entry  in  the  church  books  in  1806, 
To  advertising  the  church  being  robbed,  6s.^  and  again  in  1818, 
Advertisements  when  the  church  was  broken  into,  <£^1  6s.^^     In 

1830,  a  corpse  which  had  been  disinterred  by  resurrection  men,  who 
probably  were  alarmed  in  their  work,  was  found  in  the  water-course 
a  little  above  the  bridge  near  the  church-yard.     Soon  after  which,  in 

1831,  a  residence  for  the  sexton  was  built  at  the  end  of  the  stable  * 
with  an  adjoining  room  for  the  use  of  the  parishioners.  On  the  14th 
of  October  1 835,  in  sinking  a  grave  at  a  spot  about  16  yards  south  of 
the  old  chancel  door,  the  spade  came  in  contact  with  a  hard  substance ; 
which,  on  further  examination,  proved  to  be  a  stone  coffin.  No  ves- 
tiges of  bones  were  found,  nor  any  cover.  It  had  therefore  probably 
been  opened  before.  It  has  been  observed  that  stone  coffins  were  rare- 
ly buried  deep,  and  this  lay  not  more  than  two  feet  below  the  surface  of 
tibe  soil.  The  workmanship  is  somewhat  rude ;  there  is  a  round  cav* 
ity  for  the  head  at  one  end.  The  extreme  length  without  is  6  feet  5 
inches,  and  within  5  feet  7  inches.  The  material,  a  close  grained  free- 
stone. It  now  lies  against  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel.  In  the  tax- 
ation of  Pope  Nicholas,  this  benefice  is  returned  as  a  rectory.  But 
about  the  year  1340,  sir  Philip  Somervyll,  of  Wykenore,  county  of 
Staffi)rd,  knight,  granted  the  church  of  Mikelbenton  or  Long  Benton, 
with  lands  in  the  parish,  to  Balliol  college,  and  a  severance  of  the 
great  tithes  from  the  church  was  efiected  by  an  ordination  of  Richard 
Bury,  bishop  of  Durham.  It  is  dated  '^  Gapella  nostra  de  Houeden  ^ 
25tli  of  June  1342;  John  de  Somervyll  "de  Burton  Annays,''"f'  sur- 
rendering the  rectory,  which  thenceforth  was  appropriated  to  the  uses 
of  the  master  and  scholars  of  BaUiol  "  HaU,*^  "  Aule  de  BalUolor  A 
payment  of  twenty  shillings  annually  was  reserved  to  the  bishop  and 
his  successors  with  another  similar  payment  of  ten  shillings  to  the 
prior  and  chapter  of  Durham,  and  one  of  thirty  marks  to  be  paid  at 
York  to  the  said  "John  Somervyll.'^  The  act  of  appropriation  is 
among  the  papers  of  the  dean  and  chapter  at  Durham,  Cartuary  2, 
page  69,  and  another  is  given  by  Hodgson,  part  3,  vol.  ii,  page  107. 


to  the  priory  of  TTnemouth,  or  of  Jeamond,  between  which  it  is  about  equidistant.  Tra- 
dition Bpeaks  of  a  chapel  as  formerlj  existing  on  the  Roman  waQ  at  Walker  and  of  ano- 
ther at  Weetslett 

*  This  stable  was  erected  in  17^9  by  subscription.  The  snm  raised  was  ^94.  1  Is.,  of 
which  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  contributed  j^20«  Brand,  vol.  ii.  p.  538,  Note  q. 
The  fanners  led  the  materials. 

t  Qu.  Burton  Agnes,  East  Riding,  county  of  York. 
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The  vicoragc-house  was  very  matoriolly  improved  during  the  incum- 
bency of  John  Darch,  B.  D.,  about  1757)  by  whom  the  present  en- 
trance-hall and  drawing-room  were  built.  All  the  older  buildings 
were  pulled  down  by  the  present  incumbent,  who  erected  the  back 
rooms  in  1831,  and  further  enlarged  the  house  and  transposed  the 
kitchen  and  offices  to  the  east  end  in  1837.  In  the  chancel  are 
several  ancient  grave  stones:  one  inscribed  *^Carolo  Hayton,  A.M., 
hujusce  ecclesiae  vicario  viro  benevolo  probo  pio  erudite  qui  obiit 
10  Sep.  1743,  Mi.  32.'^  We  may  notice  the  following  entries  in 
the  church  accounts:  ^* Easter  Monday,  April  12, 1773.  Memoran- 
dum, at  a  vestry  meeting  held  this  day,  it  is  agreed  that  the  parish 
clerk  have  4d.  per  plough  throughout  the  whole  parish,  and  every 
grass  farm  pay  allso  f  4  pence  in  lieu  of  ploughs.^  In  the  same  year 
is  the  following  entry,  ^^To  two  nuirtens  heads,  8d.'*^  and  in  1795, 
the  same  charge  occurs.  Three  in  1811.  One  marten  head  in  1812, 
4d.  In  171 7,  "  for  ringing  the  bell  on  the  5th  of  November,  Is.  6id.'' 
July  8th  1744.  ^'  Then  agreed  at  a  vestry  meeting,  that  Mr.  Nelson, 
curate  of  y'  parish,  keep  the  parish  accts.  and  have  twelve  shillings 
yearly  for  so  doing.  ^  In  1748,  30th  September,  a  faculty  wafl 
granted  by  Bichard  Chandler,  M.  A.,  vicar  general  to  the  bis- 
hop, to  William  Bigge  and  John  Williams  esquires,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  gallery  at  the  west  end  of  the  church.  On  July  18, 
1764,  and  again  on  5th  October,  1768,  the  church  was  personally 
visited  by  the  venerable  John  Sharp,  archdeacon  of  Northumberland, 
and  April  20th  1826,  by  archdeacon  Singleton.  In  1814,  is  an  en- 
try to  *'Mr.  Giles,  for  building  the  vestry  per  agreement,  ^86." 
A  school  room  with  residence  for  the  master  above  was  built  by  the 
parishioners  on  the  waste  at  the  east  end  of  the  village  of  Benton,  for 
which  they  pay  a  ground  rent  of  Is.  per  annum  to  the  lords  of  the 
manor.  The  rent  is  first  entered  as  paid  in  1814.  The  parish  ac- 
count book  commences  April  6,  1713.  — Benton  Par.  Books^  <$•<?. 

1792  (Jan.  26). — Rowland  Burden,  esq.,  having  conceived  the  idea 
of  throwing  an  arch  of  cast4ron  over  the  river  Wear  at  Sunderland, 
a  public  meeting  was  held  in  that  town  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  propriety  of  petitioning  parliament  for  leave  to  cany  the  project 
into  effect,  and  after  some  opposition,  an  act  was  obtained  in  the 
same  year. — Surtees. 

Early  this  year  the  outrageous  cruelties  committed  by  the  riotous 
seamen  of  the  port  of  Tyne,  at  Shields,  exceeded  every  thing  of  the 
kind  experienced  on  any  similar  occasion,  and  were  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  would  disgrace  any  set  of  men. — GiUespffs  Col. 

*  Sic  in  MS. 


..1792.1 


1792  (Feb,  8). — A  petition  to  parliament  was  agreed  on  by  tho  in- 
habitants of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  for  tho  abolition  of  the  elave 
trade.  The  whole  kingdom  appeared  at  thia  time  to  be  interested  in 
the  degraded  state  of  the  poor  blacks.  Newcastle,  in  particular,  has 
ever  been  foremost  in  craving  parliament  to  exert  its  powers,  and  do 
away  with  that  traffic  in  human  flesh. — Local  Papers. 

February  11. — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Ann  Clarke,  in  her 
lOlst  year.— Ibid. 

February  26. — A  most  melancholy  accident  happened  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Tyne : — a  coble  having  five  pilots  belon^ng  to  South 
Shields  on  board,  was  unluckily  overset  by  a  very  heavy  sea,  and 
every  soul  hurried  into  eternity. — Ibid. 

April  20. — As  the  wife  of  Jamee  Anderson,  of  Shillbottle  coal- 
houses,  was  in  the  byer  with  a  lighted  candle  attending  a  cow  near 
her  calving,  she  unfortunately  (as  was  supposed)  fell  asleep,  when  the 
candle  set  fire  to  some  straw  that  was  near,  which  fired  the  roof  and 
burnt  the  byer,  and  consamed  the  poor  woman,  big  with  child,  to 
ashes,  with  two  cows,  two  horses,  some  stacks  of  com  and  hay,  and 
all  the  hinds'  houses,  byers,  and  stables  of  the  place.  The  fhntes 
bmut  with  such  fury,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  one  of  the  hinds 
saved  bis  family  from  its  violence,  every  thing  he  had  was  destroyed, 
except  a  blanket,  in  which  he  carried  his  little  children  from  the 
threatning  destruction. — Ibid. 

This  month,  the  pulling  down  and  rebuilding  North  Shields  church 
commenced. — IMd. 

The  herbage  of  the  Lady  Chapel  Banks,  near  Morpeth,  was  this 
month  by  scone  means  set  on  fire,  and  continued  to  spread  for  some 
days;  it  commumcated  to  an  adjoining  wood  belonging  to  the  duke 
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of  Portland,  and  many  valuable  trees  were  deetrojed.  From  the  dry 
weather,  and  the  high  winds,  apprehensions  were  formed  of  it«  des- 
troying a  great  part  of  the  beautiful  wood  adjoining. — Univ.  Mag. 

1792  (Juno  9).— Saturday,  died  at  Little 
Harle  Tower,  in  the  83rd  year  of  hie  age, 
Gawen  Aynslcy,  esq.,  fifty  years  chairman 
of  the  sesaiona  for  the  county  of  Korthum- 
berland;  and  the  oldest  ma^etrate  in  iti 
the  dutJee  of  which  office  he  fulfilled  with 
strict  justice,  by  aa  unremitting  attention 
to  the  public  welfare,  and  in  that  depart- 
ment rendered  the  most  effectual  services  to 
his  country.  In  the  more  retired  and  pri- 
vate walks  of  life  he  was  greatly  beloved, 
1  _  ly  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acqudnt- 

ance.  His  time  was  spent  in  promoting  the  real  and  only  end  of  true 
religion  and  virtue  by  good  example.  His  whole  life  was  one  conti- 
nued scene  of  acts  of  munificence  and  benevolence.  His  remaiDS 
were  interred,  by  his  own  desire,  in  a  private  manner,  in  the  family- 
vault  in  the  chancel  of  Kirkwhelpington  church. — GeaCa  Mag. 

June  29. — A  great  county  meeting  was  held  at  Morpeth,  on  the 
following  occasion.  The  king  (Creo.  III.)  had  issued  a  proclama- 
tion against  seditious  writings,  and  improper  meetings :  and  a  re- 
quisition signed  by  many  of  the  nobility,  clergy  and  gentry,  had  been 
sent  to  the  sherilF,  Ba.  Wm.  Grey,  esq.,  desiring  him  to  call  a  coonty 
meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  his  majesty  on  his  late  poj-al 
proclamation.  The  above  day  was  accordingly  fixed;  and  at  the 
hour  appointed,  so  great  an  assemblage  of  gentlemen  uid  people  of 
ail  classes  had  formed  about  the  town-hall,  Morpeth,  the  gates  being 
kept  shut,  and  guarded  by  bailil]^  and  constables,  that  when  the 
sheriff  arrived  be  found  it  difficult  to  gain  admittance,  and  gave  up 
the  attempt,  though  an  avenue  was  ultimately  opened.  After  some 
deliberation,  it  was  determined  that  an  adddress  should  be  fonned 
and  signed  by  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  inclined.  It  was  there- 
fore left  at  the  Queen's  Head  for  signature.  Mr.  Chaiies  Orey, 
the  present  earl,  then  M.P.  for  Northumberiand,  finding  that 
an  address  from  a  cmmty  meeting  had  been  abandoned,  deter- 
mined to  address  the  numerous  assemblage  in  the  open  street. 
He  had  after  the  most  mature  reflexion,  become  convinoed  that 
a  reform  in  the  representation  was  necessary;  and  he  therefore 
thought  it  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  and  to  the  nation,  to  exert  his 
endeavours  to  effect  it.  He  condemned  an  address  from  Gc^etAead, 
which  contained  expressions  contraiy  to  the  declared  rights  of  the 
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citizens  of  England.  Purporting  that,  ^'  disousmon  of  any  question 
respecting  the  government  or  the  constitution  was  improper  to  be 
agitated  anywhere  but  in  8t  Stephen's  chapel.'*^  He  equally  repro« 
bated  an  address  from  Newcastle^  which  expressed  '' earnest  hopes 
that  Parliament  will  use  its  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  and  defeat 
all  motions  which  may  be  brought  forward  to  effect  any  change  in  the 
representation  of  the  people.'"  But  no  man,  nor  any  body  of  men, 
should  ever  deter  him  from  the  exertion  of  those  endeavours  to  serve 
his  country,  which  the  deputation  of  his  constituents  had  rendered 
his  duty.  The  question  was  first  agitated  in  1733,  when  the  germ 
of  the  reform  bill  was  originated ;  but  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  pros- 
perous or  in  adverse  circumstances,  though  the  necessity  had  been 
admitted,  yet  it  had  been  alleged  that  the  time  was  improper  for  car- 
rying the  measure  into  execution.  After  his  speech,  delivered 
amidst  the  vociferous  acclamations  of  the  people,  a  number  of  them 
drew  Mr.  Grey  in  his  carriage  out  of  the  town,  on  his  return  to 
Howick.  He  had  spoken  for  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  in  the 
open  street.  Of  this  speech  Mr.  Solomon  Hodgson  carried  away 
a  column  and  a  half  in  his  memory,  which  he  transferred  to  his 
paper  the  week  following, — Jos.  BMlmfs  M8S, 

1792  (July  8). — Died,  in  the  parish  of  Stamfordham,  Isabella 
Dickenson,  aged  102  years. — Local  Papers. 

July  16. — There  was  a  tremendous  storm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bellingham,  the  rain  fell  very  copious- 
ly for  about  two  hours,  when  it  apparently  ceased ;  but  in  about  an 
hour  afterwards,  the  atmosphere,  in  various  directions,  became  al- 
most a  continued  stream  of  electric  fire,  and  the  thunder  which  fol- 
lowed, awful  beyond  description.  On  the  hills  near  Otterbum,  the 
tempest  increased  to  a  hurricance,  and  the  clouds  discharged  water  in 
volumes  resembling  water-spouts.  Small  rivulets,  which  run  from 
these  hills,  were  swelled  into  deep  and  rapid  streams,  and  before  half- 
past  eleven  at  night  the  river  Bede  rose  near  thirteen  feet  perpendi- 
cular, being  one  foot  higher  than  it  was  in  November,  1771.  Many 
hundred  acres  of  meadow  and  com  land  were  covered  with  water. 
Large  quantities  of  bushes  and  trees  were  torn  up  by  the  roots.  The 
river  at  Newcastle  was  much  flooded,  and  much  damage  was  done  to 
the  crops  in  that  neighbourhood.  A  cow  was  killed  upon  Morpeth 
common,  as  was  also  a  valuable  horse  near  Stannington.  Many  of 
the  streets  in  Newcastle  were  overflowed,  and  some  damage  done  in 
the  cellars  and  low  shops,  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  This  flood 
carried  away  two  of  the  arches  of  a  bridge  upon  the  turnpike  road 
leading  from  Hexham  to  Carlisle. — lUd. 

July  17. — A  very  singular  and  destructive  ice  storm  occurred  at 
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Sedgefield,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  its  neighbourhood.  It 
happened  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  one  in  the  day,  and  was 
preceded  by  an  almost  total  darkness,  and  a  noise  resembling  rever- 
berated thunder.  The  streets  in  the  town  were  filled  to  the  depth  of 
two  feet  with  pieces  of  rugged  ice,  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  mar- 
ble to  the  bigness  of  a  man^s  head.  All  the  windows  which  had  a 
southern  aspect  were  entirely  broken,  and  many  houses  presented  a 
dreadful  picture  of  its  violence  and  devastation.  It  began  near  Pres- 
ton, and  continued  to  rage  in  a  south-east  direction  to  beyond  Kelloe. 
All  the  com  exposed  to  its  fury  was  destroyed.  The  trees  were 
stripped  of  their  leaves,  numerous  birds  were  killed,  and  the  cattle 
broke  from  their  pastures,  and,  vrfth  visible  expressions  of  terror, 
fled  to  the  habitations  of  man  for  security. — Local  Papers. 

1792  (July  28). — Hailstones,  or  rather  pieces  of  ice,  some  of  them 
weighing  10  ounces  and  filling  a  beer-glass  when  dissolved,  were  said 
to  have  fallen  this  day  at  Newcastle.  A  few  days  before,  at  Trimdon, 
Durham,  hailstones  4  inches  by  3  in  circumference,  fell  during  a  thun- 
derstorm, and  destroyed  a  large  field  of  wheat,  broke  200  panes  of 
glass  in  one  house,  killed  poultry,  and  knocked  down  pidgeons  on 
y*  wing. — Chron,  Mir,  from  Belford  Par,  Beg, 

This  month,  died  at  South  Shields,  Barbara  Dunn,  aged  104  years. 
— Local  Papers. 

August  7. — A  rumour  having  prevailed  amongst  the  lov^r  class  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Berwick,  that  three  young  surgeons  of  that  place 
had  made  a  practice  of  procuring  the  bodies  of  persons  recently  inter- 
red in  the  church-yard  there,  for  the  purpose  of  dissecting  them,  an 
alarming  mob,  assembling  on  the  above  day,  proceeded  to  the  utmost 
violence,  and  totally  demolished  a  building  belonging  to  Mr.  Nesbit, 
where  they  found  several  dead  bodies ;  they  also  attempted  to  effect 
the  like  purpose  upon  another  house  belonging  to  a  person  whom  they 
suspected  to  be  concerned  in  the  robbery  of  the  sa<)red  sepulchres  of 
their  friends.  The  violent  disposition  of  the  populace  called  forth  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  magistracy ;  the  riot  act  was  read  without 
effect,  and  to  their  aid,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  calling  forth 
the  troops  in  garrison  before  the  tumultuous  mob  could  be  induced  to 
disperse.  A  reward  of  ten  guineas  was  offered  for  the  apprehension 
of  Mr.  Nesbit  who  had  absconded. — Univ.  Mag. 

August  8. — As  some  workmen  were  pulling  down  an  old  house 
near  the  market  place,  in  Stockton,  belonging  to  Mr.  James  Crowe, 
they  discovered  a  bag,  which  had  been  concealed  in  an  inner  wall 
near  the  fire-place,  which,  on  examination,  was  found  to  contain  a 
considerable  number  of  pieces  of  silver  coin,  supposed  to  have  lain 
there  above  a  century.     Some  of  the  coins  were  much  worn,  yet  many 
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others  were  in  fine  preservation.  Among  a  great  variety  there  were 
some  fine  pieces  of  Edward  VI ,  Queen  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  also 
•everal  half  crowns,  &c.,  of  Charles  1.,  representing  on  one  side  the 
king  on  horseback,  with  arrns  and  weapons,  the  Welsh  feathers  be- 
hind him,  and  with  hie  muaJ  style  :  on  the  reverse  this  motto : — 
ExvBOAT  Deus  DissiPENTVR  Inimici,  in  a  circle  near  the  edge ;  and 
BeLtQ.  Peot.  Leg.  Ang.  Liber  Pah.,  in  two  lines  across  the  middle  of 
the  area,  alluding  to  what  hie  majesty  had  declared  at  the  breaking 
cot  of  the  war : — That  his  intention  was  to  preserve  the  Protestant 
religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  his  subjects,  and  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament. These  were  supposed  to  have  been  corned  at  Oxford  in 
1642,  1 643,  and  1 644.  The  bishop  of  Durham,  as  lord  of  the  manor, 
recovered  840  pieces,  weighing  91bs.  4oz. — Hist,  of  Stockton. 

1792  (Aug.  ]0).-WilIiam  Winter,  Jane  Clark,  and  Eleanor  Clark, 
were  executed  at  the  Westgate,  Newcastle,  pursuant  to  their  sen- 
tences, for  the  murder  of  Margaret  Crozier,  at  the  Rav),  in  the 
parish  of  Elsdon,  Northumberland.  This  Margaret  Crozier  was  a 
respectable  old  woman,  who  kept  a  small  shop.  In  this  year,  Wil- 
liam Winter,  a  man  of  powerful  frame,  but  of  desperate  character, 
whose  father  and  brother  were  hanged  at  Morpeth,  in  178S  returned 
from  transportation,  for  horse  stealing,  and  leagued  himself  with  the 
above  two  cruel  and  profligate  women  Jane  and  Eleanor  Clark,  who 
belonged  to  a  gang  of  fawa,  whose  general  place  of  rendezvous  wus 
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at  Hedley  Fell,  near  Byton  in  the  county  of  Durham.  Winter,  for 
eighteen  years,  had  never  been  six  months  together,  either  out  of 
prison,  or  from  under  the  sentence  of  the  law ;  and  he  had  now  been 
only  a  few  days  at  liberty,  before  he  began,  with  his  new  associates, 
to  enter  into  plans  of  deeper  villainy  than  he  had  hitherto  ventured 
upon.  The  two  Clarks,  in  their  wanderings,  had  experienced  the 
kindness  of  Margaret  Grozier,  and  supposing  her  to  be  rich,  proposed 
to  Winter  that  their  first  joint  adventure  should  be  to  go  and  rob 
her.  They  took  two  asses  with  them  to  carry  their  plunder ;  and  in 
their  way  passed  through  the  towns  of  Stamfordham  and  Whelping- 
ton,  and  dined  and  rested  in  a  sheep-fold  on  Whiskershields  Com- 
mon, which  overlooks  the  Raw,  and  in  which  a  shepherd^s  boy  was  on 
his  duty  and  remained  as  long  as  they  were  there.  Early  the  next 
morning,  poor  Grozier  was  found  cruelly  murdered,  and  her  house 
robbed.  Hue  and  cry  was  immediately  raised.  The  country  rose 
on  all  sides,  and  in  the  old  phrase,  followed  the  murderers  hotrtrod 
by  the  same  track  on  which  they  had  gone  the  day  before.  They 
were  overtaken  while  resting  in  a  woody  dingle,  called  Whittle-dean, 
near  Ovingham,  and  apprehend  there  without  resistance.  Their  trial 
lasted  sixteen  hours.  All  of  them  were  condemned,  and  hanged  at 
the  Westgate ;  and  Winter^s  body v  was  hung  in  chains  at  Sting  cross, 
in  sight  of  Margaret  Groziers  house.  The  boy  who  was  in  the  sheep- 
fold,  while  they  were  eating,  identified  Winter^s  shoe  at  his  trial, 
by  the  number,  and  remarkable  kind  of  nails  in  its  heel ;  and  swore 
that  the  bloody  ffulley^  or  butchery's  knife,  which  was  found  upon  them 
when  they  were  taken,  was  that  with  which  they  cut  their  meat,  when 
they  were  in  the  sheep-fold. — HodgswrCB  Nortkd. 

1792  (Aug.  12). — The  bowmen  of  Chevy  Chase  shot  at  a  target  on 
the  town-moor,  Newcastle.  The  prize  was  a  most  elegant  silver  quiver, 
given  by  Lady  Ridley  (lady  patroness),  in  honour  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales^  birth-day,  to  be  annually  shot  for  on  the  12th  of  August. 
The  most  central  shot  to  win.  The  members  present  were  sir.  M.  W. 
Bidley,  bart.,  Nicholas  Ridley,  Joseph  Forster,  John  Dickson,  Miles 
Monkhouse,  John  Wilson,  Lancelot  Heron,  and  John  Bell,  esqrs. 
The  prize  was  won  by  John  Wilson,  esq.,  whose  arrow  waa  in  the 
centre  of  the  gold.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  had  his  fnurquee  pitched  on 
the  shooting  ground,  with  refreshments  for  the  company ;  and  after- 
wards gave  an  elegant  entertainment  at  the  mansion-house  to  the 
members.  The  practice  of  this  ancient  English  exercise  was  much 
in  fashion  at  this  time,  a  society  having  been  formed  under  the  pa* 
tronage  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  denominated  ^^  T6s 
Northumberland  Archers^ — Local  Papers. 

August  22. — Sylvanus  Broadwater  and  Joseph  Marshall,  found 
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guilty  of  stealing  two  horses,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brampton,  and 
Christopher  Taylor,  for  setting  fire  to  a  malting  at  Bardon  mill,  near 
Haltwhistle,  and  stealing  a  box  containing  ^20,  in  gold,  also  found 
guilty,  were  severally  executed  at  Morpeth,  pursuant  to  their  senten- 
ces. Broadwater  and  Marshall  persisted  in  their  innocence  as  to  any 
intention  of  stealing  the  horses  saying  they  only  took  them  to  ride 
part  of  the  road.  Taylor  also  said,  he  was  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  about  to  suffer. — Local  Papers. 

1792  (August  24). — In  the  night  and  the  following  morning,  there 
was  an  extraordinary  fall  of  rain  in  Newcastle  and  its  neighbourhood, 
accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning.  The  water  ran  down  the 
streets  in  torrents,  and  did  great  damage,  in  the  lower  parts  of  that 
town  and  Gateshead ;  at  the  Stock-bridge,  the  current,  which  was 
more  than  the  arch  could  contain,  swept  down  the  battlement,  and  flow- 
ed into  many  of  the  houses  there,  in  Pandon,  and  Blyth'^s  Nook.  At 
the  foot  of  the  Bottle-bank,  and  Pipewellgate,  Gateshead,  the  water 
flowed  into  the  houses  and  shops ;  many  people  attended  to  carry 
others  on  their  backs  through  the  current ;  one  woman  carrying 
another  across  the  street,  near  where  the  ToUbooth  stood,  and  the 
stream  proving  too  strong  for  her,  she  stumbled  with  her  burden,  and 
both  were  rolled  down  for  a  considerable  distance.  A  great  flood  of 
water  came  down  the  rivers  Tyne,  Team,  and  Derwent,  which  over- 
flowed all  the  haughs  and  low  grounds,  whereby  great  quantities  of 
hay,  standing  in  pikes,  were  swept  away,  and  the  growing  com  most- 
ly destroyed.  Wood,  cattle,  and  various  articles  were  also  brought 
down  by  the  flood,  and  numerous  bridges  over  rivulets  were  either 
swept  away,  or  greatly  damaged.  As  Mr.  George  Walton,  farmer, 
was  returning  home  from  Tanfield,  in  crossing  a  rivulet  not  far  from 
his  own  house,  he  and  his  horse  were  carried  down  by  the  violence  of 
the  current,  the  horse  got  to  land,  but  unfortunately  Mr.  Walton  was 
drowned ;  the  body  floated  down  the  river  Derwent,  and  was  taken 
up  near  Swalwell  the  following  morning.  There  was  also  much 
damage  done  in  the  river  Wear. — Gillespy^s  Col. 

September  8. — Died,  Henry,  earl  of  Darlington.  He  was  repre- 
sentative for  the  county  of  Durham  in  the  Parliament  of  1753. — 
Sharp's  Knts.  o/Dur. 

October  27. — ^A  stack  of  hay,  containing  about  70  tons,  standing 
near  Heaton  colliery,  which  had  not  been  sufficiently  dry  when  put 
up,  took  fire,  and  was  totally  consumed. — Local  Papers. 

This  month,  died  at  South  Shields,  Ann  Mackie,  aged  100  years. — 
Hid. 

November  24. — ^Being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  day  of  Miss  Ann 
Biddell,  of  Felton  Park,  the  morning  was  ushered  in  by  the  ringing 


350  LOCAL  historian's  [a.  d.  1792. 

of  belk ;  ale  and  other  liquors  were  distributed  to  the  populace,  and 
the  evening  concluded  with  a  dance  at  Felton  Park.  On  the  27th, 
sir  Walter  Blount,  of  Morley,  in  Shropshire,  gave  an  ox  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Felton  and  its  environs,  which  was  roasted  whole.  Two 
men-cooks,  in  proper  uniform,  cut  up  the  ox  and  distributed  it  in 
equal  proportions  to  the  people,  the  bakers  of  the  village  did  the  same 
with  bread,  and  the  publicans  with  their  ale.  The  whole  was  condao- 
ted  with  the  greatest  decorum,  with  music  and  firing  of  cannon.  The 
favourite  tune  was,  "  There  s  few  good  fdhua  when  Watty's  avsir 
The  village  exhibited  a  scene  of  laudable  hospitality  and  harmless 
festivity.  On  the  following  morning  sir  Walter  Blount  and  Miss  Ann 
Biddell  were  united  in  wedlock,  and  immediately  after  the  ceremony, 
took  their  departure  for  the  baroness  seat  in  Shropshire,  amidst  the 
blessings  of  the  poor  and  the  acclamations  of  the  populace,  who  un- 
harnessed the  horses  and  drew  the  carriage  from  Felton  Park  quite 
through  the  village.  He  gave  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
and  three  guineas  to  the  people  who  drew  the  carriage ;  at  the  same 
time,  sir  Walter  ordered  two  fat  sheep  to  be  roasted  and  distributed, 
which  was  accordingly  done  that  day. — Local  Papers, 

1792  (Dec,  24).— Died,  in  the  High  bridge,  Newcaatle,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Whitehead,  musical  instrument  maker  and  turner.  In  1775, 
Mr.  Whit^ead  invented  a  swell  for  the  piano  forte,  which  v^as  much 
approved  of  by  the  musical  people  in  Newcastle.  He  also,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Jameson,  engraver,  published  ^'  An  JEaplanaiion  of 
the  Incorporated  Companies  of  Newcastle  1776.^  Mr.  W.  also  pub- 
lished "  The  Historian's  Fociet  Compamony  1777,""  And  a  '^Newoastb 
Directory^'*''  which  last  was  continued  for  several  years.  The  whole 
of  these  are  now  very  scarce.  Mr.  W.  was  a  very  ingenious  and 
eccentric  man.  He  left  two  maiden  sisters  (both  since  dead)  who 
were  also  of  some  celebrity  for  a  peculiar  method  of  dying  and  clean- 
ing silk,  &c.,  &c. — Local  Bee. 

December  31. — About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  one  of  the  lodging-rooms  in  the  rectory-house  at  Sedgefield,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  which  consumed  the  greater  part  of  the  building 
before  it  was  extinguished ;  by  the  activity  of  the  servants  and  the 
neighbourhood,  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  furniture  was  preserved. 
The  superstitious  inhabitants  of  Sedgefield,  were,  previously  to  the 
burning  down  of  the  rectory-house,  alarmed  by  an  apparition,  denom- 
inated the  Pickled  Parson^  which  for  many  years  vms  presumed  to  in- 
fest the  neighbourhood  of  the  rector's  hall,  ^'making  night  hideous.'' 
The  supposed  origin  of  the  tale  is  attributed  to  the  cunning  of  a  rec- 
tor's wife,  whose  husband  having  died  about  a  week  before  the  tithes 
(which  are  generally  let  off  to  farmers  and  the  rents  paid  on  the  20th 
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of  December)  became  due,  Ghe  concealed  bia  death  by  salting  his 
body  in  a  private  room.  Her  scheme  succeeded ;  she  received  the 
emoluments  of  the  living,  and  the  next  day  made  the  decease  of  the 
rector  public.  Since  the  fire,  the  apparition  has  not  been  seen. — 
Burteee,  S[C. 

1792  (Dec.) — This  month,  Thomas  Paine,  author  of  the  '^Rights  of 
Man,""  ^e.  ^c,  was  burnt  in  effigy  at  most  of  the  towns  and  consid- 
erable villages  in  Northumberland  and  Durham, — Local  Papers. 

The  present  colliery  at  Hebbum,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  com- 
menced this  year. — Ibid. 


This  year,  ia  clearing  out  the  ditch  of  the  keep  of  Noriiam  castle, 
wherein  was  procured  much  excellent  manure,  a  large  two-handed 
broad  sword  was  found  an  iron  spur  with  a  brass  rowel  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  diameter,  a  steel  arrow  point,  several  plaited  straps  of  leather, 
each  an  inch  and  a  half  in  breadth,  which  appeared  to  be  the  remains 
of  a  buckler  to  resist  the  force  of  weapons,  and  the  remains  of  a  shoe, 
very  sharp  at  the  toe,  and  narrow  at  the  instep.  A  very  deep  well 
was  discovered  in  an  apartment  adjoining  the  dungeon  tower. — 
Maci«fizie. 

1792. — The  whole  structure  of  Greatham  church,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  ruinous,  was  taken  down  and  entirely  rebuilt,  and  a 
bell-tower  added  at  the  west  end,  with  an  entrance  beneath.  The 
only  parts  of  the  old  structure  which  are  retained,  are  the  pillars  and 
arches  on  each  side  of  the  nave,  forming  r^ulor  aisles. — Surteet. 

About  tiiis  year,  in  digging  the  ground  for  the  foundation  of  an 
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house  at  Stockton,  between  the  eitua,tion  of  the  castle  and  the  river^ 
yf&B  found  a,  piece  of  stained  glass  and  an  ornamented  spur.  The 
latter  reaemblea  the  spur  of  Charles  I.,  as  represented  in  Vandyke's 
pauiting,  and  probably  belonged  to  one  of  his  garrison.  It  ia  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Brewster  of  Egglescliffe. — Breu}gter$ 
Stockton. 

1792. — This  year,  the  society  of  arts  presented  the  silver  medal  to 
G-eoi^  Pearson,  esq.,  of  Harperly,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  for  an 
account  of  the  improvement  of  100  acres  of  land  by  7700  yards  of  hol- 
low drain. — Local  Papers. 

The  charity  school  for  girls  belonging  to  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew, 
in  Newcastle,  was  this  year  instituted,  and  the  school-house  in  Percy 
street  built  by  voluntary  contributions. — Ibid. 

This  year,  the  boundaries  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  Newcastle 
were  perambulated,  by  the  rev.  J.  S.  Lushington,  vicar.  The 
oxpences  amounted  to  £b  6s.  3d.  This  is  the  last  time  the  boun- 
daries of  the  parish  were  perambulated. — J.  BelVs  Col. 

1793  (Jan.  24). — At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Assembly  Booms,  in 
Newcastle,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  establishing  a  Lit«rary  and  Philosophical  Society  in  that  town  a 
committee  was  appointed,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the  first  general 
meeting  should  be  held  at  the  Dispensary,  on  Thursday,  February  the 
7th.  After  its  formation,  its  meetings  were  held  in  a  room  in  St. 
NichoUs'  church-yard,  and  its  library  was  commenced  in  1795,  (uid 
three  years  after  the  whole  of  its  property  was  removed  to  the  old 
Assembly  Rooms,  in  the  Groat  Market,  where  it  remaned  until  1825, 
when  the  new  building  in  Westgate-street  was  finished. — Local  Bee. 

February  14. — Died,  Brass  Crosby,  esq.,  the  patriotic  alderman  of 
London.  Mr.  Crosby  was  bom  at  Stockton,  May  8th,  1725.  and 
was  the  son  of  Mr.  Hercules  Crosby  of  that  place,  and  of  Mary, 
one  of  the  daughters  and  heiresses  of  John  Brass,  of  Blackballs,  esq. 
He  was  placed  with  Ben.  Hoskina,  esq.,  a  solicitor  of  great  eminence 
at  Sunderland,  and  removing  to  London,  he  pursued  his  profession 
with  great  industry  and  integrity.  In  1764  he  served  the  office 
of  sheriff;  in  1765  was  elected  alderman  of  Bread-street  ward; 
and  in  1770  he  attained  the  highest  honour  of  the  city,  in  which 
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capacity,  having  puraued  the  same  independent  Bpirit  of  his  prede- 


~  ceesOTs,  Beckford  and  Trecothick,  he  wm 
committed  to  the  Tower  by  the  house  of 
commons  (of  whioh  he  was  a  member)  for 
liberating  a  printer  of  the  debates  in  par- 
liament, who  had  been  arrested  by  a  mes- 
senger of  the  House,  in  the  city  of  London, 
without  the  authority  of  a  city  magifitrate. 
This  event  involved  the  question  of  publish- 
i  ing  the  debates  in  both  houses,  which,  pre- 
vious to  this  time,  had  been  inserted  in  the 
public  prints,  under  the  titles  of  the  debates 
in  Lilliput,  of  the  Bobin  Hood  Society,  &c.,  and  the  speakers  were 
designated  under  Roman  or  fictitious  names.  On  the  termination  of 
the  session  of  parliament,  he  left  the  Tower  accompanied  by  alderman 
Oliver  (committed  under  similar  circumstances)  under  a  discharge  of 
21  guns  belonging  to  the  artillery  company,  and  was  escorted  to  the 
Mansion-house  with  fifty-three  carriages.  At  night  the  city  was  illu- 
minated. On  the  conclusion  of  his  mayoralty,  he  received  the  thanks 
of  the  corporation  and  a  silver  cup  of  ,f  200  value,  which  still  remains 
in  the  possession  of  his  family.  The  obelisk  in  St.  George's  Fields 
was  inscribed  to  his  memory.  He  received  addresses  from  several 
counties  and  towns,  &c.,  in  England,  and  the  corporation  of  the 
Trinity-house,  and  24  of  the  incorporated  companies  of  Newcastle 
sent  addresses  of  thanks  to  him  and  Oliver  whilst  they  were  confined 
in  the  Tower,  complimenting  them  for  the  determined  stand  they  had 
made  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  There  is  a  fine  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Crosby  in  Surtees'  History  of  Durham,  from  which  work 
this  notice  is  extracted. 

1793  (Feb.  17). — Sunday,  inconsequence  of  serious  disturbances 
amongst  the  keelmen  at  Sunderland,  a  party  of  tbe  InniskilUng  reg- 
iment of  dragoons  marched  into  that  town,  and  on  Thursday  momin? 
seven  of  the  rioters  were  committed  to  Durham  gaol,  and  there  safely 
Io<lge<l,  under  the  escort  of  Mr.  Milbanke,  and  Mr.  Ettriok,  two 
justices  of  the  peace,  attended  by  a  troop  of  horse.  On  their  road 
through  Bishop wearmouth,  they  were  assailed  with  a  shower  of  brick- 
bats, &c.,  by  a  mob,  assembled  in  a  riotous  manner,  in  the  Panfield. 
The  dragoons  were  then  ordered  to  clear  the  streets,  which  they 
luckily  effected  without  injury  to  the  inhabitants. — Chatto"!  Col. 

February. —  The  seamen   at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,   Shields,   and 

along  the  eastern  coast,  entered  into  resolutions  to  resist  any  attempt 

to  press  them,  and  invited  all  the  sailors  in  the  kingdom  to  join  them. 

On  Tuesday  the  19th,  they  dismissed  the  press-gang  from  North 
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Shields,  with  the  highest  contempt  with  their  jackets  reversed.  They 
were  C'Onducted  by  a  numerous  mob  to  Chirton  Bar,  and  who,  on  part- 
ing, gave  them  three  cheers,  but  vowing  that  should  they  ever  attempt 
to  enter  Shields,  they  should  be  torn  limb  from  limb. — Chattd'a  Col. 

1793  (Feb.  22). — The  dragoons  marched  from  Newcastle,  headed 
by  some  of  the  magistrates  for  the  county  of  Durham,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suppressing  the  tumults  existing  among  the  colliers  upon  the 
Wear,  which  they  happily  effected  without  any  disturbance,  and  the 
colliers,  in  consequence,  quietly  returned  to  their  avocations. — Ibid. 

March  18. — The  sailors  at  Shields,  to  the  amount  of  500,  assem- 
bled in  a  riotous  manner,  armed  with  swords,  pistols,  and  other 
weapons,  and  made  an  attempt  to  sieze  the  Eleanor,  tender,  in  order 
to  rescue  the  impressed  men  on  board,  which  was  rendered  abortive 
by  the  exertions  of  the  officers  of  the  impress  service.  The  seamen 
next  day  attempted  to  come  to  Newcastle,  but  hearing  that  a  strong 
civil  and  military  force  (the  North  York  militia  and  the  dragoons 
being  under  arms)  were  ready  to  receive  them,  they  dispersed  after 
having  treated  George  Foster,  one  of  the  press-gang,  Avith  the  utmost 
cruelty  at  Howdon  Pans.  Their  pretext  was,  that  the  men  were  ill- 
treated  on  board  the  tender.  On  the  information  arriving  in  Newcas- 
tle that  the  sailors  were  on  their  way  to  that  town,  the  drums  of  the 
North  York  militia  beat  to  arms,  the  alarm  became  general,  and  the 
streets  were  filled  with  people  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  ferment.  A 
body  of  the  militia,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Fauconberg,  marched 
from  the  guard-house  adjoining  to' Newgate,  to  the  house  of  rendez- 
vous for  impressed  seamen  in  the  Broad  Chare  ;  the  alarm,  however, 
appeared  to  be  totally  unfounded. — Local  Papers. 

March  27. — While  a  two  horse  cart,  laden  with  household  furni- 
ture, was  standing  at  the  door  of  a  house  in  Westgate-street,  New- 
castle, the  horses  took  fright,  and  dragged  their  charge  with  great 
violence  to  the  entrance  of  Bailiff-gate,  where  some  of  the  trappings 
breaking,  the  horses  parted,  the  one  running  forwards  towards  Han- 
over-square, and  the  other  with  the  cart  continuing  its  course  with 
unabated  velocity  along  Bailiff-gate,  and  down  the  Long-stairs,  till 
stopped  in  its  further  progress  by  the  narrowness  of  the  sta^irs  near 
the  bottom.  No  lives  were  lost,  nor  did  the  horse  or  goods  sustain 
any  material  injury.  A  private  in  the  North  York  militia  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  the  horses  running,  was  thrown  down,  trampled  on,  and 
severely  bruised. — Ibid. 

April  7 — Died,  at  Sunderland,  Mrs.  Mary  Hogg,  aged  102  yean. 
She  retained  all  her  faculties  to  the  last. — Ibid. 

April  26. — Most  extraordinary  preparations  for  impressing  were 
made  by  the  crews  of  the  armed  vessels  lying  in  Shields  harbour. 
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That  night  the  regiment  at  Tynemouth  barracks  was  drawn  up  and 
formed  into  a  cardan  romid  North  Shields  to  prevent  any  person  from 
escaping;  when  sailors,  mechanics,  labourers,  and  men  of  every  de- 
description,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  were  forced  on 
board  the  armed  ships  by  the  different  press-gangs. — Local  Paperg, 

1793  (June  10). — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  bake-houses  of  Mr.  John 
Graham^  in  Berwick,  which  raged  so  violently,  that  in  a  short  time 
the  whole  were  reduced  to  ashes,  together  with  the  stock  in  trade 
contained  in  the  same. — Ibid. 

This  month,  a  house,  the  property  of  Anthony  Leaton,  esq.,  at 
Hoppyland,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  was  maliciously  set  on  fire  and 
burnt  down.  A  fine  oak  tree  was  also  bored  into  and  blasted  into 
shivers  with  gunpowder.— iWei. 

July  23. — ^A  fire  broke  out  in  the  workshop  of  Mr.  William  Cor- 
ner, joiner,  in  the  New-street  (Church  street),  Grateshead,  which, 
in  a  few  hours,  entirely  consumed  the  same,  and  did  considerable 
damage  to  an  adjoining  house. — Ibid, 

July. — ^Owing  to  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  weather,  several 
sheep  and  lambs  dropped  down  and  died  on  the  road  from  Morpeth 
market  to  Newcastle. — Chatto's  Col. 

August  10. — ^A  friendly  society  was  commenced,  at  Castle-Eden, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor. 
This  was  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  in  England. — J.  BelPs  Col. 

August  12. — The  silver  quiver  was  shot  for  on  the  town-moor, 
Newcastle,  by  the  bowmen  of  Chevy  Chase,  and  won  by  Nicholas 
Bidley,  esq.,  who  was  also  "  Captain  of  numbers.'*' — Local  Papers. 

August  14. — Walter  Clark  and  Margaret  Dunn  were  executed  at 
Morpeth,  pursuant  to  their  sentences,  for  burglaries.  Clark  behaved 
in  confinement,  and  at  the  gallows,  with  great  penitence.  Margaret 
Dunn,  who  had  been  found  guilty  of  stealing  cash  and  wearing  appar- 
el from  a  house  in  Corbridge,  asserted  that  she  fell  a  victim  to  the 
crime  of  another  woman.  Clark  was  the  father  of  the  two  unfortu- 
nate girls  who  were  hanged  the  preceding  year  with  Winter. — Ibid. 

Same  day,  a  fire  broke  out  at  Red  Bam,  in  Bookhope,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  which  consumed  six  cottages. — Ibid. 

August  20. — Died  in  All  Saints'  poor-house,  Newcastle,  Margaret 
Pearson,  aged  104  years. — Ibid. 

August  22. — The  Northumberland  archers  held  their  adjourned 
meeting  at  Morpeth,  when  the  gold  medal  for  ^^  Captain  of  the  tar- 
get ""  was  won  by  Lancelot  Heron,  of  Morpeth,  and  the  silver  medal 
for  "  Captain  of  numbers,''  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  (>allow-hill  house. — Ibid. 

August  23. — Died,  at  Norton  near  Stockton,  in  his  79th  year,  the 
rev.  John  Wallis,  M.A.,  fonnerly  of  Queen's  college,  Oxford.    This 
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venerable  man,  though  possessed  of  good  natural  abiliiy,  and  no  small 
share  of  acquired  knowledge,  lived  and  died  in  an  obscure  station. 
His  situation  in  life,  perhaps,  should  not  be  much  lamented,  as  his 
disposition  was  so  mild,  and  his  sense  of  duty  so  proper,  that  he 
acquiesced  without  a  murmer  or  a  sigh  in  his  humble  fortune.  At  an 
early  period  of  life  he  married  a  lady  near  Portsmouth,  where  he  at 
that  time  resided  on  a  curacy.  For  56  years  they  enjoyed  all  the 
happiness  of  their  matrimonial  connexion,  an  happiness  so  visible 
that  it  became  almost  proverbial  in  their  neighbourhood,  Mr. 
Wallis  was  a  native  of  Northumberland ;  *  and,  after  spending  a 
few  years  in  the  south  of  England,  he  became  curate  of  Symonbum, 
on  North  Tyne.  Here  he  began  to  cultivate  with  effect  his  botanic 
genius,  and  filled  his  little  garden  with  curious  plants.  The  study  of 
botany  brought  with  it  a  fondness  for  natural  history  in  general. 
This  was  succeeded  by  his  writing  the  ^History  of  Northumberlandy 
which  was  published  in  two  vols.,  4to.,  1769 ;  the  first  of  which,  con- 
taining an  account  of  plants,  minerals,  fossils,  &c.,  indigenous  to  the 
country,  is  reckoned  the  most  valuable.  His  fortune,  however,  did 
not  improve  with  his  fame,  and  a  dispute  with  his  rector  occasioned 
him  to  leave  his  happy  retreat.  But,  alas  !  he  had  no  other  to  fly 
to ;  and  he  and  his  wife  were  received  into  the  family  of  a  humane 
and  benevolent  clergyman,  who  had  formerly  been  his  friend  at  col- 
lege. Soon  after  this  he  became  curate  pro  tempore  at  Haughton, 
near  Darlington,  in  1775,  and  immediately  after,  removed  to  the 
curacy  of  Billingham,  near  Stockton,  where  he  continued  till  increas- 
ing infirmities  obliged  him  to  resign  at  Midsummer  1793.  He  then 
removed  to  the  neighbouring  village  of  Norton,  where,  in  a  short 
time,  with  all  the  consciousness  of  a  well  spent  life,  without  a  pain, 
he  expired.  About  two  years  before  his  death,  a  very  small  estate 
fell  to  him,  by  the  death  of  a  brother;  and  it  should  be  related, 
to  the  honour  of  bishop  Barrington,  that  when  the  circumstaoces 
and  situation  of  Mr.  Wallis  were  represented  to  him,  he  agreed 
to  allow  him  an  annual  pension  after  he  bad  resigned  his  curacy. 

*  The  editors  of  the  History  of  CumberlaDd,  published  under  the  name  of  WiUiam 
Hutchinson,  F,  A.  S.,  author  of  the  Hisftorj  of  Durham,  hare  assigned  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Irebj,  in  Cumberland,  the  honour  of  having  within  it  the  birth-place  of  the  author, 
who  first  published  a  distinct  work  on  the  History  of  Northumberland.  Mr.  Wallis,  how- 
ever, in  his  preface  to  that  work,  gives  a  different  account  of  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
**  Northumberland,"  says  he,  ^*  being  Roman  ground,  and  receiving  my  first  breath  in 
Alione,  or  Whitley  Castle,  one  of  their  castra,  I  was  led  by  a  sort  of  enthusiasm,  to  an  en- 
quiry and  search  after  their  towns,  their  cities  and  temples,  their  baths,  their  altan, 
tiieir  tumuli,  their  military  ways,  and  other  remains  of  splendour  and  magnificenoe,  which 
will  admit  of  a  thousand  views  and  reviews,  and  still  give  pleasure  to  such  as  have  a  gust 
for  any  thing  Roman." 
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This  unexpected  offer  made  such  an  impresMon  of  gratitude  upon  Mr, 
W.,  tJiat  almost  the  last  act  of  his  life  was  to  pack  up  aa  antient 
statue  of  Apollo,  found  at  Carvoran,  a  Bonian  station,  near  Glenwelt, 
in  the  parish  of  Haltwhiatle,  which  he  intended  as  a  present  to  the 
hon.  Dfunea  Harrington,  brother  to  the  late  bishop.  In  the  early 
part  of  his  life,  he  published  a  volume  of  Letters  to  a  Pupil  on  enter- 
ing into  Holy  Orders;  and  he  left  behind  him  a  small,  but  valu- 
able Gollection  of  books,  chiefly  on  subjects  of  Natural  History. — 
GmCi  Mag.  S[c. 


1793  (Sep.) — The  spire  of  the  church  at  Cheater-le-etreet  was  at 
this  time  being  rebuilt.  It  rises  from  the  ground  156  feet,  and  ia 
seen  at  a  great  distance. — Surieet. 

September  5, — Died  at  Staindrop,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  in  the 
85th  year  of  his  age,  the  rev.  Peter  Fisher,  who  had  been  vicar  of 
that  parish  for  upwards  of  fifty-six  years.  He  was  rector  of  Gock- 
field,  in  the  same  county,  and  of  Woodham-Walter  in  Essex ;  a  man 
no  less  venerable  for  his  virtues  than  his  years ;  who  without  any  ex- 
traordinary brilliaDoy  of  intellect,  had  plain  good  natural  parts,  which 
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he  had  diligently  cultivated.  In  divinity  hia  reading  was  constant, 
almost  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life.  He  was  rich  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  scriptures,  and  happy  in  his  manner  of  expounding  them ;  a 
neat  composer,  a  grave  and  dignified  preacher ;  but  he  was  chiefly 
distinguished  by  the  rare  and  more  valuable  qualities  of  his  heart,  by 
his  unaifected  piety,  and  unbounded  benevolence.  Mildness  and  oon* 
descension,  humility  and  gentleness  beamed  from  his  countenance,  and 
influenced  aU  his  demeanour,  rendering  him  very  amiable  in  common 
life,  and  much  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  Of  the  sick  he  was  a 
diligent  and  conscientious  visitor;  to  the  poor  and  needy  a  liberal 
benefactor.  By  his  parishioners,  among  whom  he  had  been  abundant 
in  labours  more  than  half  a  century,  he  was  greatly  beloved ;  and  no 
doubt  the  *'^good  old  parson'"  as  they  used  afiectionately  to  style  him, 
vrill  long  live  in  their  remembrance. — Genfs  Mag. 

1793  (Sep.  17). — The  Infirmary  at  Durham  was  opened  for  the  re- 
ception of  patients,  on  which  occasion  a  very  exceUent  sermon  was 
preached  at  the  cathedral  church  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Dampier,  one  of  the 
prebendaries,  and  dean  of  Rochester.  After  the  service  was  ended 
a  collection  was  made  at  the  door,  which  amounted  to  <f  54.  6s.  7d. 
A  procession  commenced  from  the  Palace  Green  to  the  Infirmary, 
consisting  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the  dean  and  prebendaries  of 
the  cathedral,  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  the  city,  Mr.  Burdon, 
one  of  the  county  members,  Mr.  Olavering  of  Greencroft,  the  gentle- 
men of  the  faculty,  the  parochial  clergy,  and  a  number  of  other  res- 
pectable inhabitants  of  Durham,  benefactors  and  subscribers  to  this 
excellent  charity.  After  inspecting  the  building,  &c.,  the  company 
dined  at  Shotton'*s.  The  building  was  commenced  the  preceding  year 
in  Allergate,  on  a  plot  of  ground  given  by  Thomas  Wilkinson,  esq. 
March  22d,  1 793,  the  tragedy  of  Oato  was  represented  at  the  thea- 
tre, Durham,  to  assist  the  funds  of  this  institution ;  the  parts  of  Gate 
and  Juba  being  performed  by  W.  Eddis  and  W.  Smith,  esqrs.,  of 
that  city,  which  characters  they  supported  throughout  with  great 
success.  An  excellent  prologue  was  written  for  the  occasion  by  Mr. 
Gawdell,  the  manager,  and  admirably  delivered  by  him.  The  house 
was  full  in  every  part,  and  the  sum  of  fifty  guineas  was  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Infirmary. — Local  Papers. 

September  24. — ^Being  the  day  appointed  for  laying  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  iron  bridge  at  Weatmouth,  a  grand  masonic  procession 
took  place  fSrom  the  Phoenix  Lodge,  at  11  o^dock,  to  church,  accom- 
panied with  a  great  number  of  magistrates,  commissioners,  cleigy, 
military  officers,  &o.,  when  an  excellent  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
rev.  Mr.  Heskett,  from  1  Thess.  chap.  5.  ver.  8.,  after  which,  the 
procession  crossed  the  river  on  ft  platform,  made  on  keels,  to  the 
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place  where  the  stone  was  to  be  laid  on  the  north  shore.     Arrived  at 
the  spot,   Mr.  Burden,  the  projector  of  the  bridge,   addressed  the 
assembly  in  a  very  able  speech.     The  inscription  on  the  plate  being 
read,  Mr.  Burden  deposited  the  plate,  and  laid  the  stone  with  the 
usual  ceremonies,  assisted  by  William  Henry  Lambton,  esq.,  M.  P. 
and  P.  G-.  M.,  and  the  grand  officers.     The  grand  honours  were  then 
given  by  brethren,  to  which  succeeded  a  salute  of  21  guns,  the  band 
playing  ''  God  save  the  King,^  amidst  the  shouts  of  applause  from 
the  surrounding  multitude.     The  grand  chaplain  (rev.  Mr.  Nesfield) 
afterwards  gave  a  most  excellent  oration,   which  he  delivered  with 
great  energy.     The  procession  then  returned  across  the  river  to  the 
Sea  Captains'  Lodge,  where  it  closed.     The  company  afterwards  di- 
ned at  the  Phoenix-hall.    The  last  block  of  metal  which  completed  the 
arch  of  this  bridge,  was  placed  by  the  workmen  in  September  1795. 
The  use  of  iron  had  been  already  introduced  in  the  construction  of 
the  arch  at  Goalbrook-Dale,  in  Shropshire,  and  in  the  bridges  built 
by  Payne ;  but  the  novelty  and  advantage  of  the  plan  adopted  at 
Wearmouth,   on   Mr.  Burden's  suggestion,   consisted  in  retaining, 
together  with  the  use  of  a  mettallic  material,  the  usual  form  and 
principal  of  the  stone  arch,  by  the  subdivision  of  the  iron  into  blocks, 
answering  to  the  key  stones  of  a  common  arch,  and  which  with  a 
much  greater  degree  of  lightness,  possess  when  brought  to  bear  on 
each  other,  all  the  firmness  of  the  solid  stone  arch.     The  blocks  are  of 
cast  iron,  five  feet  in  depth  and  four  in  thickness,  having  three  arms 
and  making  part  of  a  circle  or  ellipsis :  the  middle  arm  is  two  feet  in 
length,  and  the  other  two  in  proportion ;  on  each  side  of  the  arms  are 
flat  grooves  three  fourths  of  an  inch  deep  and  three  inches  broad,  in 
which  are  inserted  bars  of  malleable  or  wrought  iron  which  connect  the 
blocks  with  each  other  and  are  secured  by  square  bolts  driven  through 
the  shoulders,  and  arms  of  the  blocks  and  bar  iron,  fastened  by  cot- 
terells  or  forelocks.    The  blocks  are  cast  in  one  piece ;  but  their  con- 
struction may  be  perhaps  more  easily  explained  by  supposing  them  to 
be  formed  of  bars.     Each  block  will  then  appear  to  consist  of  three 
horizontal  and  two  vertical  bars,  the  former  crossing  the  latter  at  the 
extremities  and  in  the  centre ;  thus  a  vacuum  is  left  both  above  and 
below  the  centre  crossing,  and  the  vertical  pieces  crossing  the  hori- 
zontal ones  at  a  distance  of  five  inches  intoards  from  their  extremities, 
another  vacuum  occurs  when  two  blocks  are  banded  together,  which 
very  considerably  diminishes  the  weight  of  this  fabric  when  compared 
with  the  solid  stone  arch.    The  whole  structure  consists  of  six  ribs,  each 
containing  105  of  these  blocks,  which  butt  on  each  other  like  the 
vonsfloirs  of  a  stone  arch.      The  ribs  are  six  feet  distant  from  each 
other,  braced  together  by  hollow  tubes  or  bridles  of  cast  iron ;  and 
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thiia  the  blocks  being  united  with  each  other  in  ribs,  and  the  ribs  con- 
nected and  supported  laterally  by  the  bridles,  the  whole  becomes  one 
mass,  having  the  property  of  key  stones  cramped  together.  The  whole 
weight  of  the  iron  is  260  ton^^  46  malleable,  and  214  cast.  The 
piera  or  abutments  are  piles  of  nearly  solid  masonry,  twenty-four  feet 
in  thickness,  forty-two  in  breadth  at  bottom,  and  thirty-seven  at  the 
top ;  the  south  pier  is  founded  on  the  solid  rock ;  on  the  north  from 
the  less  favourable  nature  of  the  ground,  the  foundation  is  carried  ten 


feet  below  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  arch  is  the  segment  of  a  large 
circle,  of  which  the  chord  or  span  is  236  feet ;  the  height  from  low 
water  to  the  spring  of  the  arch  sixty  feet ;  and  itfi  versed  sine  thirty- 
four  feet;  producing  so  flat  an  arch  that  ships  of  300  tons  pass  the 
arch  within  fifty  feet  of  its  centre  with  great  facility,  having  ninety 
four  feet  clear  at  low  water,  and  abundance  of  depth  ia  the  mid 
stream.  The  spandrils  of  the  arch  are  filled  with  iron  circles,  dimin- 
ishing from  the  abutment  to  the  centre ;  the  superstructure  is  of  tim- 
ber, planked  over,  and  supporting  the  carriage  road,  formed  of  marie, 
gravel  and  limestone.  The  whole  breadth  ia  thirty-two  feet,  witJi 
foot-path  on  each  side,  laid  with  flags,  and  bounded  by  an  iron 
balustrades.  June  18th,  I7!)6,  lieutenant  general  air  Greoi^  Osborne, 
at  the  head  of  the  royal  Tay  fenciblea,  and  the  North  Lincoln  militia, 
both  quartered  m  Sunderland  barracks,  amounting  to  at  least  1,000 
men,  marched  across  this  bridge  to  be  reviewed  on  Whitburn  Sands. 
They  were  the  first  military  corps  that  passed  over  that  superb  edifice. 
August  the  9th,  1796,  this  bridge  was  opened  for  general  use  in  the 
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presence  of  his  royal  highneaa  Prince  William  of  Gloucester,  afW  a 
splendid  masonio  ceremony  and  prooesdon,  on  which  occasion,  Row- 
land Burdon,  esq.,  was  appointed,  fro  tempore,  provincial  grand  mas* 
tor.  On  that  day  all  the  shops  remained  closed,  and  it  was  computed 
thjrf;  80,000  people  were  assembled  on  the  different  sides  of  the  liver,  but 
of  so  large  an  assemblage  it  is  impossible  to  decide  with  any  precision. 
The  whole  of  this  magnificent  structure  was  completed  within  three 
years,  under  the  able  and  zealous  direction  and  inspection  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Wilson,  of  Bishopwearmouth,  architect.  The  arch  was  turn- 
ed on  a  light  scaffolding,  which  gave  no  interruption  whatever  to  the 
navigation  of  the  river ;  and  the  mode  of  bracing  the  ribs  was  so  ex- 
peditious, that  the  whole  structure  was  put  together  and  thrown  over 
the  river  in  ten  days,  and  the  frame  immediately  removed.  The 
whole  expence  of  the  undertaking  wa^  ^261,000  of  which  ^22,000 
was  subscribed  by  Mr.  Burdon ;  the  sums  thus  advanced  are  secured 
on  the  tolls  with  five  per  cent  interest,  and  all  further  accumulation 
goes  in  discharge  of  the  capital.  This,  at  the  time  of  its  erection,  was 
B^d  to  be  the  largest  arch  in  the  world.  In  October  1799,  Mr.  Corr, 
cabinet  maker,  in  Sunderland,  completed  a  model  of  this  structure,  con- 
sisting ofnearly  9,000  pieces  ofwood,  upon  the  small  scale  of  two  tenths 
of  an  inch  to  the  foot ;  yet  every  joint  and  bolt  was  in  regular  propor- 
tion, and  exhibited  a  perfect  semblance  of  the  original,  although  the 
whole  was  not  five  feet  long. — Surtees,  Sf^c. 

1793  (Oct.  10). — Some  exeorable  villains  set  fire  to  a  considerable 
stack-yard,  at  Fleetham,  in  Northumberland,  which  not  only  con- 
sumed tile  same,  but  several  bams,  byers,  Sbc.  contiguous  thereto. 
The  perpetrators  of  this  diabolical  act  were  supposed  to  be  two  wo- 
men (or  their  accomplices)  whom  the  fanner,  Mr.  John  Howson, 
found  in  his  house  juggling  his  family,  under  pretext  of  fortune-telling, 
whom  be  forcibly  thrust  out,  after  their  having  loaded  him  with  many 
and  dreadful  imprecations. — Local  Bee. 

Oct.  15. — Died,  at  his  house  in  Saville- 
row,  Newcastle,  Mr.  William  Chapman,  at 
an  advanced  age.  Mr.  C,  among  other 
useful  discoveries  and  improvements,  about 
the  year  1758,  proposed,  and  at  sea  es- 
tablished by  practice,  a  mcMis  of  ren- 
dering salt  water  fresh ;  the  particu- 
lars of  which  ore  stated  in  a  letter 
to  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  by  him  published 
and  presented  to  the  royal  society. — ■ 
Local  Papers. 
November  2. — A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Eicb- 
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ardson,  painter  and  glazier,  at  the  head  of  the  Painter  Heugh,  New- 
castle, which  could  not  be  extinguished  till  the  whole  of  the  house 
above,  and  one  adjoining,  were  nearly  destroyed. — Local  Papers. 

1793  (December  27). — ^An  explosion  took  place  in  the  Hope-pit,  at 
Sheiiff-hill  colliery,  when  fourteen  human  beings  were  hurried  into 
eternity . — Ibid. 

This  month,  died  at  Baveneworth,  George  McLauren,  in  the  100th 
year  of  his  age,  many  years  servant  to  lord  Ravensworth. — Ibid. 

This  year,  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  lost  a  trial  at  York  con- 
cerning the  coal  revenue,  which  greatly  affected  their  income,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  most  of  the  officers  of  the  town  had  their  salaries 
reduced. — Ibid, 

Bereness  chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Eladon,  in  Northumberland,  was 
re-built  this  year  by  voluntary  subscription.  The  old  chapel  had  been 
long  in  mine. — Ibid. 

This  year  the  chapel  at  Hebbum,  in  the  parish  of  Botha],  North- 
umberiand,  was  totally  re-built.  Dr.  Bazire,  at  his  visitation  here, 
in  1674>,  found  the  chapel  "  most  scandalously  and  dangerously  ruinous  i 
roof  divided,  under  propt  within  with  eight  crutches,  without  with 
three ;  the  seats  all  upturned  or  broken."  The  new  chapel  was  built 
on  its  old  site  :  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  parish  paying  for  the 
nave,  and  Mr.  SmoUridge,  as  rector  of  Bothal,  for  the  chancel.  The 
whole  expense  was  about  .^700,  of  which  Mr.  Smallridge's  share 
came  to  £\^%.  13s.  Its  nave  is  55  feet  by  18  feet  7  inches  within : 
its  chmicel  25  and  a  half  feet  by  14  feet  8  inches.  The  masonry  and 
internal  fittings  are  good ;  but  its  style  of  architecture  trivial  and 
bald. — Rodgton. 
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N  the  24th  of  January  1794,  a  ship  named  the 
Gt)od  Intent,  lying  m  Sunderland  harbour,  was 
disoovered  to  be  on  fire ;  and  before  assistance 
could  be  had,  the  fire  raged  in  such  a  manner  as 
greatly  alarmed  every  beholder:  providentially, 
however,  the  tide  being  up,  and  the  weather  mod- 
erately calm,  the  vessel  was  removed  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river,  which  prevented  the  flames  communicating  to  any 
other.  But  the  fire  was  not  completely  got  under  before  several  of 
her  guns,  which  happened,  at  that  time  to  be  loaded,  went  oiF;  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  her  inside,  in  the  after-part,  was  consumed. 
This  disaster  was  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the  boys,  who  had  left 
a  lamp  burning  on  board. — Local  Papers. 

January  25. — On  the  morning,  a  most  dreadful  storm  commenced 
at  Newcastle,  in  a  most  sudden  manner;  the  wind  blew  from  the 
north  a  perfect  hurricane ;  it  was  preceded  by  lightning,  and  the 
highest  vanes  of  St.  Nicholas  and  Gateshead  churches  having  been 
destroyed,  it  was  supposed  that  they  had  been  struck  by  electric  fire. 
Several  coal  keels  were  lost  in  the  river ;  five  ships  of  considerable 
value  were  driven  from  their  moorings  in  Shields  harbour  into  Jarrow 
Slake.  The  Barbara,  of  Shields,  was  driven  upon  the  Herd  Sand, 
and  went  to  pieces ;  the  Orwell,  of  South  Shields,  suffered  the  same 
fate.  The  Hazard,  of  Sunderland,  also  went  ashore  at  the  same 
place,  and  the  Alexander  and  Margaret  was  driven  upon  the  rocks  at 
the  north  side  of  the  harbour ;  the  crews  were  all  saved.  In  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  three  men  were  lost  on  the  military  road, 
about  fourteen  miles  west  of  Newcastle ;  they  found  themselves  unable 
to  proceed  with  their  carts,  and  were  endeavouring  to  reach  home 
with  their  horses.     A  man  named  Emmerson,  was  also  lost  the  same 
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eveniDg,  botweeo  Newcastle  and  Shields.  At  Sunderland,  on  the 
above  (Saturday)  morning  the  river  Wear  was  in  the  most  violent 
agitation ;  numbers  of  vessels  drove  from  their  moorings,  and  one  had 
her  sails  torn  entirely  to  pieces.  At  Hartlepool,  Bedcar,  Marek, 
Saltbum,  &e.  great  damage  was  done  to  the  shipping;  indeed,  bo 
destructive  was  the  storm,  that  the  whole  coast  wore  a  most  dismd 
appearance  from  the  great  havock  it  had  caused.  Upon  the  high 
lands  in  the  west  parts  of  Northumberland,  the  storm  was  very  de- 
structive ;  many  thousands  of  sheep  were  destroyed,  several  shepherds 
also  lost  their  lives ;  four  of  them  were  buried  at  one  church  in  North- 
umberland.— Local  Papers. 

1 794  (Feb.  12). — Died,  in  Newcastle,  Mr.  Gilbert  Gray,  bookbinder, 
in  the  85th  year  of  his  age,  an  honest  industrious  man,  who  had  been 
employed  by  Mr.  SIa«k,  and  his  son-in-law  and  successor,  Mr.  Solo- 
mon Hodgson,  nearly  forty  years ;  he  had  previously  been  a  shopman 
to  Allan  Ramsay,  at  the  time  he  composed  his  "  Gentle  Shepherd^ 
Though  in  humblo  life,  and  tinctured  with  eccentricities,  those  who 
knew  his  worth  greatly  respected  his  character.  He  was  the  father 
of  Mr.  George  Gray,  the  eminent  fnut-painter.     A  small  portrait 

of   Gilbert  Gray,  was  engraved   for  private    distribution. Local 

fyc. 


March. — These  two  eenturial  stones  were  found  in  the  mums,  near 
Walbottle  ;  and  described  to  the  Newcastle  Philosophical  Sodety  by 
the  late  Mr.  F.  B.  Wilson. — Hodgson. 

March  9. — About  noon,  the  impressed  men,  assisted  by  the  volun- 
teers, on  board  of  the  Eleanor  tender,  lying  at  Shields,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  C.  King,  taking  advantage  of  the  crew  being  at  dinner 
made  a  sudden  and  most  desperate  attack  upon  the  sentinels,  and 
obtained  possession  of  the  ship,  and  in  all  probability  would  have 
effected  their  escape,  but  for  the  spirited  and  resolute  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  crew,  who,  after  a  most  desperate  contest,  wherein  sev- 
eral were  wounded  on  both  sides,  secured  the  greater  part  of  the  in- 
surgents, and  reg^ning  possession  of  the  ship ;  notwithstanding  sev- 
eral got  to  the  shore,  most  of  whom  were  afterwio^s  token. — I/ocal 
Papers. 

March  11, — The  foundation  stone  of  the  Cordwainera'-hall  and 
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leather  warehouse,  in  the  High-bridge,  Newcastle,  was  laid;  John 
Tallintyre  and  John  Batcliffe,  stewards.  They  were  built  at  the 
expense  of  the  company  of  cordwainers.  The  first  meeting  in  the 
new  hall  was  held  August  25th,  1794.  The  building  has  recently 
been  converted  into  a  button  manufactory. — Local  Bee. 

1794. — The  North  York  militia  (commonly  called  the  Black-cuffs) 
commanded  by  Henry  earl  of  Falconberg,  were  at  this  period  quar- 
tered in  Newcastle.  While  they  lay  there,  the  eccentricities  of  their 
colonel,  and  the  dilemmas  in  which  he  often  placed  himself  and  his 
brother  officers,  was  frequently  the  cause  of  public  satire,  both  in 
prose  and  verse.  During  the  dread  of  invasion  at  this  time,  some 
wags  in  Newcastle,  wishing  to  amuse  themselves  at  the  expence  of  the 
colonel,  and  the  corporation  of  that  town,  had  a  report  circulated 
that  a  descent  had  been  made  in  great  force  on  the  coast  near  Bam- 
borough  castle,  by  the  crews  of  three  French  frigates,  who  had  car- 
ried off  cattle,  &c.  Two  letters  were  also  received  per  post,  by  Wil- 
liam Yeilder,  esq.,  mayor,  the  one  dated  "  Bamborough,  March  19, 
1794,''  signed  "  Henry  Grey."  The  other  dated  "  Tuggle-hall,  Mar. 
20,  1794.*"  signed  "Thomas  Younghusband,''  acquainting  him  with 
such  descent,  the  signatures  purporting  to  be  those  of  two  magis- 
trates in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  information  conveyed  by 
these  letters  instantly  threw  the  town  into  a  state  of  alarm.  Ex- 
presses were  sent  off  to  London  and  Edinburgh,  requesting  the  aid  of 
additional  troops,  which  were  in  readiness  to  be  sent  off,  when  it  was 
discovered  to  be  a  hoax.  The  letters  were  then  published  in  the 
public  prints,  and  the  following  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  writers,  viz :  d£*200,  by  Government — ,f  30,  by  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Newcastle,  and  ^20,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Alnwick.  These 
rewards  were  frequently  advertised,  but  without  effect, — ^the  writers 
were  never  discovered. — MS. 

March  22. — Died,  general  Lambton,  of  Lambton.  He  repre- 
sented the  city  of  Durham  in  five  successive  parliament's  and  was 
deservedly  popular  with  the  citizens  for  the  gallant  stand  he  made  in 
defence  of  their  dearest  rights  and  privileges.  He  entered  the  ser- 
vice as  an  ensign  in  the  Coldstream  Guards,  12th  Oct.  1722 ;  was 
appointed  major-general  26th  Feb.  1761  ;  Lieut.-general  30th  April, 
1770;  and  General,  30th  Nov.  1782.  The  second  battalion  of  the 
23rd  foot  was  formed  into  the  68th :  John  Lambton  was  their  first 
Colonel ;  and  this  gallant  corps  still  bears  the  name  of  the  ^^  Dur- 
ham ^^  Regiment.  General  Lambton  retired  from  parliament  in 
January  1787, — Sharp's  Bwrg,  ofDur, 

March  28. — About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bakehouse  of 
Mr.  Robert  Barton,  situated  on  the  boatbuilders^  ^uay,  South  Shields, 
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was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  which  raged  with  such  Tiolaaoe,  that  in 
a  short  time  the  building  was  entirely  consumed,  together  with  the 
utensils  and  stock. — Local  Papers. 

1794  (May  11). — ^A  violent  storm  of  hail,  attended  by  thunder  and 
lightning,  happened  at  Durham.  The  electric  fluid  entered  tlie  upper 
part  of  the  house  belonging  to  Lowther  Butter,  esq.,  in  that  diy, 
which  forced  its  way  through  several  of  the  apartments,  and  did  con- 
siderable damage.  It  afterwards  penetrated  the  house  of  Mrs.  Smith 
adjoining,  melted  and  broke  all  the  bell-wires,  tore  the  wainscot  and 
paper  in  several  of  the  rooms,  and  set  fire  to  two  gowns  that  were 
hanging  on  the  back  of  a  chair,  which  Mrs.  Smith,  with  wonderful 
presence  of  mind  extinguished  with  the  carpet.  No  person  was  inju- 
red in  either  of  the  families. — IMd. 

May  28. — ^About  six  o^clock  in  the  evening,  the  bakehouse  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Mollison,  at  the  foot  of  the  Side,  Newcastle,  was  discov- 
ered to  be  on  fire,  and  before  proper  assistance  could  be  procured,  the 
flames  had  commimicated  to  the  dwelling  house,  which,  with  the  pro- 
mises behind,  were  entu^ly  consumed.— iJit^. 

This  month,  a  dispensary  was  established  in  Villiers^  street,  Bishop- 
wearmouth,  supported  by  voluntaiy  contributions. — Surtees. 

June  1. — This  day,  admiral  earl  Howe  totally  defeated  the  French 
fleet,  by  taking  six  ships  of  war,  and  sinking  several  others,  on  which 
occasion,  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  in  Newcastle,  there  were  great 
rejoicings,  ringing  of  bells,  &c. — Local  Papers. 

June  5. — Dorothy  Bansom  was  buried  at  Hartlepool,  aged  105 
years. — Ibid. 

June  9. — ^An  explosion  took  place  in  Picktree  colliery,  near  Ches- 
ter-le-street,  by  which  about  thirty  men  lost  their  lives.  Twenty- 
seven  were  buried  in  one  grave,  in  Chester  church-yard. — Ibid. 

June  11. — An  explosion  took  place  in  Harraton  colliery,  by  which 
twenty-eight  human  beings  lost  their  lives. — Ibid. 

July — There  was  a  dispute  between  the  keelmen  of  the  Tyne  and 
their  employers.  The  keelmen  did  considerable  damage  to  the  staiths, 
and  compelled  many  of  the  pitmen  to  leave  their  work ;  they  als6  at- 
tempted to  stop  the  workmen  in  the  iron  works  at  Swalwell,  which 
was  prevented  by  a  party  of  military.  Eight  keelmen  were  appre- 
hended and  committed  to  Newgate,  Newcastle,  but  were  afterwards 
sent  off,  under  a  guard  of  horse,  to  Durham.  The  militaiy  employed 
on  this  occasion  were  the  North  York  and  West  York  militias,  and 
Durham  Bangers. — Ibid. 

August  12. — Died,  John  Tempest,  of  Brancepath  castle  and  Wyn- 
yard,  esq.  He  was  elected  M.P.  for  the  city  of  Durham  in  1768,  and 
continued  its  representative  till  his  death. — Sharp's  Burg.  ofDwr. 
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1794  (Oct.  14).— Died,  Sir  Thomas  Claver- 
ing,  bart.,  of  Axwell  Park  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  which  county  he  repceeented  in  four 
succeBfiive  parliaments.  He  became  a  can- 
didate' for  the  representation  of  that  county 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Bowes  in  1760,  but  waa 
not  returned  till  the  year  1768.  The  cele- 
brated John  Wesley  took  a  lively  interest  in 
favour  of  Sir  Thos.  Glavering,  and,  in  a  cir- 
cular to  his  friends,  he  writes  20th  Nov, 
1760 — ^^  I  desire  earnestly  all  who  love  me 
to  assist  him — ^to  use  the  utmost  of  their  power :  what  they  do,  let 
them  do  with  all  their  might ;  let  not  sloth  nor  indolence  hurt  a  good 
cause ;  only  let  them  not  rail  at  the  other  candidates.  They  may  act 
earnestly,  and  yet  civilly.  Let  all  your  doings  be  done  in  charity,  and 
at  the  peril  of  your  souls  receive  no  bribe ;  do  your  duty  without 
being  tired ;  Grod  will  repay  you  both  in  this  world,  and  to  come.'' — 
Sharp's  KnU.  ofDwr. 

This  year,  died  Francis  Bone,  of  Tinker-row,  near  Bavensworth, 
aged  104  years. — Local  Papers. 

Died,  at  Berwick,  John  Gheeseman,  a  native  of  Hexham,  aged 
110  years.  He  enlisted  as  a  soldier  when  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
served  in  the  army  forty-one  years,  when  he  was  discharged,  and  re- 
ceived a  pension  forty-nine  years.  He  retained  all  his  faculties,  and 
oould  read  without  spectacles  till  the  day  of  his  death.  He  got  a  new 
front  tooth  about  three  weeks  before  he  died. — Ihid. 

Lowick  church,  in  Northumberland,  was  this  year  built.  It  will 
contain  about  500  people. — Mackenzie. 

An  elegant  theatre  was  this  year  built  in  Hide-hill,  Berwick,  by 
Mr.  Stephen  Kemble ;  previous  to  which  time,  plays  had  been  per- 
formed in  the  Town-hall,  and  sometimes  in  a  house  in  Golden-square. 
— Local  Papers. 

A  general  inclosure  of  commons,  within  the  parish  of  Chester-le- 
Street,  took  place  under  an  act  of  parliament  passed  this  year.  The 
several  wastes  divided  were,  Chester  South  moor,  Chester  West  moor, 
Whitehill  moor,  Plawsworth  moor,  Edmonsly  moor,  and  Pelton  moor. 
Sixpence  an  acre  was  reserved  to  the  see  of  Durham  for  ever. — Ihid. 
In  ploughing  a  field  on  the  north  east  side  of  the  Boman  station  at 
Lanchester,  a  plain  votive  altar,  twenty  inches  in  height,  with  an  in- 
scription was  discovered. — Ihid. 

Sunderland  barracks  were  erected  this  year.  They  were  put  in 
commission  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  the  first  barrack 
master  being  appointed  March  26th  1796. — Ihid. 
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1794. — Formerly  on  the  Sandhill,  and  at  Hub  time  on  the  Quay, 
Dear  the  bridge,  Newcastle,  were  people  (chiefly  women)  who,  in 
the  open  street,  on  market  tiaye,  performed  the  office  of  bai{)er,  at 
one  half  of  the  regular  price. — Hiit.  of  Netccatlle. 

Thia  year,  the  Town-court:,  or  Guildhall  and  Exchange,  in  New- 
castle, underwent  a  complete  alteration,  chiefly  in  that  part  which 
looks  towards  the  Sandhill.  The  whole  of  the  front  waa  cased 
with  freestone,  as  were  also  the  pillars  in  the  Exchange.  The  re- 
mains of  the  old  steeple  and  etair-case  were  entirely  taken  down, 
and  the  present  front  re-built.  The  south  front  was  also  cosed  with 
freestone,  m  1809.  Previous  to  this  alteration,  there  was  an  en- 
trance into  the  Exchange  from  the  south  as  well  aa  from  the  north.— 
Ibid. 


1795  (Jan.  23). — In  consequence  of  a  violent  storm  of  wind  from 
the  S.  W.,  Thomas  Hutchinson  of  Stockton,  waa  driven  to  sea  in  the 
afternoon,  in  a  small  open  boat,  which  was  taking  in  white  sand  from 
the  bed  of  the  river  Tees,  near  Clement's  Beacon.  The  waves  run- 
ning very  high,  he  soon  lost  sight  of  land,  and  never  recovered  it 
again  in  his  boat.  He  continued  aJone  in  this  perilous  situation  aU 
the  succeeding  night,  and  the  whole  of  the  next  day.  He  never  ex- 
perienced darkness  during  the  night ;  the  white  surf,  in  a  state  of 
constant  agitation,  afibrding  him  sufficient  light  to  lave  the  water  from 
his  boat.  His  mind  was  not  particularly  depressed ;  as  this  severe 
labour,  the  probable  means  of  his  preservation,  was  the  constant  and 
sole  object  of  his  attention.      On  the  evening  of  the  2ith,  ho  waa 
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taken  up  at  sea.  Holy  Island  being  the  nearest  land,  by  the  Argo, 
of  Sunderland,  which  had  been  driven  out  of  Whitby  roads  by  the 
same  gale.  He  never  saw  the  vessel  whioh  preserved  him  till  she  had 
almost  run  him  down.  What  renders  this  providential  escape  more 
wonderful  is,  that  the  boat  sunk  within  ten  minutes  after  he  had  left 
her. — Brewster's  Stockton. 

1795  (Feb.  11). -The  ice  on  the  river  Tees,  at  Stockton,  which  had 
been  frozen  over  for  five  weeks,  broke  up,  which  raised  the  river  to  a 
greater  height  than  was  ever  remembered,  being  seven  or  eight  inches 
higher  than  the  great  flood  in  1771.  Much  damage  was  sustained  in 
the  warehouses,  and  the  blocks  of  ice  which  were  left  presented  the 
appearance  of  a  frozen  sea. — Ibid. 

This  month,  a  dreadful  fire  occurred  in  the  farm-yard  of  Mr.  John 
Elliott,  at  the  Heugh,  near  Stamfordham,  Northumberland,  occasion- 
ed by  his  son,  then  a  boy  of  five  or  six  years  old,  making  a  fire  (as  he 
said)  to  warm  the  cows,  they  were  so  cold.  He  carried  hot  cinders 
from  their  own  fire  into  the  cow-house,  lighted  the  straw,  and  came 
running  to  his  mother  to  inform  her  that  they  would  be  warm  now, 
for  he  had  made  them  a  good  fire.  When  Mrs.  Elliott  went  out,  all 
was  in  a  blaze,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  their  dwelling-house 
was  saved.  Two  men  were  shockingly  scorched  in  assisting  to  extin- 
guish the  flames. — R.  Hohsons  MS. 

March. — A  small  French  privateer  landed  its  crew  near  Seaton 
Delaval,  Northumberland,  the  seat  of  lord  Delaval,  which  they  plun- 
dered, and  carried  oiF  every  thing  moveable  they  found  in  the  house, 
before  the  people  of  the  neighbouring  country  were  assembled  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  oppose  them. — Univ.  Mag. 

April  20. — ^About  eight  o^dock  in  the  evening,  as  the  small  ferry- 
boat was  crossing  from  Sunderland  to  Monkwearmouth,  at  an  ebb 
tide,  and  the  passage  being  much  obstructed  by  the  shipping,  the  boat 
was  set  fast  by  a  rope,  which  the  boatman  went  on  board  to  loosen, 
and  one  of  the  passengers,  by  imprudently  attempting  to  push  it  off, 
tknfortunately  overset  it.  The  number  of  passengers  in  the  boat  at 
the  time  was  supposed  to  have  been  about  twenty-seven,  of  whom 
only  four  or  five  were  saved.  Among  those  who  suffered  were,  Mr. 
Brian  Burieson,  mercer ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  a  methodist  preacher ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Jobson,  a  sheriff's  officer;  Watson,  a  shoemaker,  and  his 
wife;  a  young  man,  servant  to  Mr.  Martin,  mercer;  a  sergeant 
and  a  private  in  the  North  York  militia ;  Miss  Bobson,  of  the  Low 
Quay ;  a  servant  girl  belonging  to  the  North  Shore ;  a  sailor's  wife ; 
a  young  lady,  genteelly  dressed,  who  appeared  to  be  a  stranger,  &c., 
&c. — Local  Papers. 

June  30. — ^His  royal  highness  Prince  William  of  Gloucester^  arri- 
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ved  at  Brodie'B  tarem  (Turk's  Head),  in  the  Kgg  Market,  Newcas- 
tle, from  the  north. — Local  Papers. 

17d5.-At  a  common  council  held  in  Jime  tlua  year,  James  Wilkin- 
son, Isaac  Cookson,  William  Surtees,  Bichard  Bell,  and  Aabone  Snr- 
teee  were  sererally  fined  and  paid  200  marks  for  refusing  the  office  of 
alderman  of  Newcastle. — J.  BelPe  Col. 

July. — The  beginning  of  this  month,  encampments  were  formed  at 
the  undermentioned  places,  on  the  coasts  of  Durham  and  Northum* 
beiland,  which  were  composed  of  the  following  regiments : — Hendon. 
— Northumberland  militia,  Roxburghshire  fencibles,  and  the  Berwick- 
shire fracibles,  conunuided  by  Geueral  Dalrymple.  Whitboro. — 8th 
regiment  of  foot,  Duriiam  miUtJa,  and  Durham  fencibles,  by  Genial 
Osborne.  Whitley. — 37th  regiment  of  foot,  royal  Lancashire  volun- 
teers, North  York  militia,  and  a  oonuderable  park  of  artillery,  by 
lord  Mulgrave.  Hartley. — 1th  dragoons,  21st  light  dragoons,  44th 
regiment  of  foot,  115th  ditto  (Prince  William's),  and  the  Ist  West 
York  militia,  by  Prince  WilUam  of  Gloucester.  Gowpen. — 7th  light 
dragoons,  16th  ditto,  65th  regiment  of  foot,  84th  ditto,  and  the  Lei- 
oestershire  mi  lit 'ft,  by  General  B&lfoor.  The  camps  broke  up  in  Oc- 
tober.— liocal  Papers. 

July  26.— Died,  the  rev.  William  Ko- 
maine,  A.  M.  Mr.  Bomaine,  who  was  bora 
at  Hartlepool,  on  the  S5th  of  September, 
1714,  was  educated  at  Honghton-le- Spring, 
and  afterwards  sent  to  Oxford,  where  he 
was  first  entered  at  Hertford  college,  and 
thence  removed  to  Christ  church.  Mr.  B. 
was  rector  of  Andrews-by-the- Wardrobe, 
and  St.  Ann's,  Blackfriars,  and  lecturer  of 
St.  Dunstan's  in  the  west,  London.  He 
was  a  very  eloquent  and  popular  preacher, 
and  a  truly  pious  and  good  man.  His  works 
have  been  published  in  eight  volumes. — Sharp's  Hartlepool. 

August  8. — Saturday,  Thomas  Nicholson,  who,  on  the  preceding 
Thursday,  had  been  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Thomas  Porvis,  was 
executed  on  the  Town-moor,  Newcastle,  and  hia  body  given  to  the 
surgeons  for  dissection,  pursuant  to  his  sentence.  He  was  removed 
bota  Newgate,  a  little  after  nine  o'clock,  placed  in  a  cart,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  place  of  execution,  beyond  Gallowgate,  attended  by  the 
sheriff,  nnder^faerifl^  and  goaler,  and  guarded  by  the  town-eergeanfs, 
constables,  &c.  A  considerabie  time  being  spent  in  prayer  l^  the 
rev.  Mr.  Moisee,  in  which  he  joined  with  the  most  devout  attration, 
and  a  well-timed  admonition  addreeaed  to  the  somiandtng  mnUitnde 
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by  Mr.  Knipe  (who  ascended  the  cart  for  the  purpose)  the  unhappy 
man  was  launched  into  eternity.  The  circumstances  which  led  to 
this  melancholy  event,  as  detailed  in  the  evidence,  were  as  follow : — 
On  the  evening  of  the  21st  June  (being  Bace  Sunday),  Mr.  Purvis, 
who  was  a  carver  and  gilder  in  Newcastle,  was  in  company  vath  some 
friends,  in  a  tent  upon  the  Town-moor,  when  some  persons  who  ap- 
peared to  be  pitmen,  quarelled  with  the  landlord  of  the  tent,  and 
refused  to  pay  for  what  liquor  they  had  drunk.  Mr.  Purvis  inter- 
fered, by  begging  they  would  pay  for  what  they  had  had,  and  go 
quietly  away ;  which,  after  some  further  wrangling  they  did,  and  left 
the  tent.  In  about  ten  minutes  they  returned,  bringing  six  or  seven 
more  with  them,  all  behaving  in  a  most  outrageous  manner,  their 
threats  being  particulariy  directed  against  Purvis.  By  the  exertions 
of  John  Wallis,  a  constable,  they  were  prevented  from  injuring  Pur- 
vis at  that  time,  aftd  again  left  the  tent  threatening  and  swearing  they 
would  lay  wait  for  him.  Mr.  Purvis  left  the  tent  about  half-past  ten 
o^cloek,  to  return  home,  and  unhappUy  met  with  these  men.  They 
immediately  fell  upon  him,  and  beat  him  with  their  hands  and  feet  in 
a  most  shocking  manner;  they  were,  however,  interupted  by  two 
gentlemen  coming  up,  and  ran  off.  Mr.  Purvis  was  conveyed  home 
in  a  post-chaise,  which  came  up  shortly  after.  He  languished,  in 
great  agony,  till  the  Sunday  morning  following,  when  he  expired. 
Five  of  the  offenders  were  taken,  three  of  whom  were  placed  at  the 
bar,  viz,  Thomas  Nicholson,  John  Nicholson,  (brothers)  and  Francis 
Grey.  Henry  Tumbull  and  Thomas  Maddox  having  been  admitted 
evidence  for  the  crown.  The  prisoners  did  not  make  any  defence, 
and  the  jury  having  retired,  in  about  ten  minutes  returned,  finding 
Thomas  Nicholson  guilty ;  and  the  other  two  prisoners  fwt  guilty. 
Thomas  Nicholson  was  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  by 
trade  a  pitman.  A  very  liberal  subscription  was  set  on  foot  by  the 
Gentlemen  Volunteers  of  Newcastle,  (in  which  corps  Mr.  Purvis 
had  been  a  musician)  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow  and  children. — 
J.  BelVs  Col. 

1795  (Aug.  25). — The  Newcastle  volunteers,  were  embodied  in  the 
Forth,  preparatory  to  their  receiving  the  colours  designed  for  the 
corps,  and  after  going  through  various  evolutions,  Mrs.  Mayoress 
(Mrs.  Johnson),  made  her  appearance  and  presented  them  to  Col. 
Biakeney,  the  commanding  officer,  with  an  animated  address,  to 
which  the  colonel  made  a  suitable  reply.  The  corps  then  fired  three 
voUies,  and  marched  to  the  coloneFs  house,  where  the  colours  were 
deposited. — Lwul  Papers. 

August  26. — At  six  o^dock  in  the  morning,  the  Newcastle  Volun- 
teers assembled  in  front  of  the  lodgings  of  his  royal  highness  the 
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duke  of  York,  in  Pilgrim-street,  (he  having  arrived  in  Newcastle  late 
the  preceding  night,)  and  waited  tiU  near  nine  o^clock,  when  his  royal 
highness  walked  out  to  inspect  the  ranks,  and  after  due  examination, 
was  pleased  to  express  the  highest  approbation  of  their  discipline. 
During  the  stay  of  his  royal  highness  in  Newcastle,  the  nisy<Hr  and 
aldermen  waited  upon  him,  and  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of 
that  corporation. — Local  Papers. 

1795  (Aug.  27). — His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York  proceeded  to 
the  coast  to  inspect  the  regiments  then  in  camp,  and  on  the  fdlowing 
morning  (Friday),  the  drums  beat  to  anns  in  the  several  encamp- 
ments, on  the  sea  coast,  between  the  rivers  Tyne  and  Blyth;  and 
between  six  and  seven  o^dock,  the  whole  army,  consisting  of  near 
7,(K)0,  took  its  ground  on  Blyth  sands,  extending  in  length  between 
three  and  four  miles.  Precisely  at  seven  o^dock,  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  York,  field-marshal  and  commander-in-chief  of  his  majes- 
ty^s  forces,  attended  by  his  excellency  sir  William  Howe,  coDunander 
of  the  northern  district,  and  their  several  aides-de-camp,  came  upon 
the  ground,  and  rode  along  the  line,  after  which,  the  army  went 
through  various  evolutions  and  firings,  accompanied  by  the  field  and 
flying  artillery;  and  at  eleven  o^dock  the  review  finished,  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  duke,  and  upwards  of  30,000  spectators. 
After  the  review,  his  royal  highness  returned  to  Newcastle,  where 
he  partook  of  an  entertainment  at  the  Mansion-house. — Ihid. 

August  29. — His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York  visited  the 
camps  between  the  Tyne  and  the  Wear,  as  well  as  those  southward 
of  the  latter  river.  On  his  entering  the  town  of  Sunderland,  he  was 
received  by  the  loyal  Sunderland  volunteers,  with  a  royal  salute  df 
twenty-one  guns,  from  the  batteries,  which  was  also  repeated  on  his 
leaving  the  town.  After  having  seen  the  bridge,  barracks,  and  other 
works  of  that  town,  he  reviewed  the  volunteers  in  the  upper  battery, 
where  he  was  pleased  to  express  in  high  terms,  his  satisfaction  at  the 
appearance,  discipline,  and  exercise  of  the  corps. — Ibid. 

September  7. — A  labouring  man  at  the  Doctor's  Bush,  near  Wid- 
drington,  Northumberland,  killed  an  adder,  whose  length  measured 
upwards  of  four  feet  seven  inches,  and  the  girt  upwards  of  five  inches ; 
but  what  was  still  more  remarkable,  in  this  reptile  were  found  seven- 
teen young  ones,  whose  length  measured  upward  of  eleven  inches  and 
all  alive. —  Univ.  Mag. 

September  7  and  8. — The  23rd,  or  Ulster  re^ment  of  light  dra- 
goons, which  had  just  been  raised  in  Ireland,  arrived  in  Newcastle, 
and  on  the  9th,  after  various  meetings  of  the  privates,  they  expressed 
a  determination  not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  draughted  into  other 
regiments.      It  was  said,  that  they  were  ordered  to  be  incorporated 
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iritb  Colonel  Beanmont's  tight  dragoons  (the  2l8t),  to  which  tbey 
were  utterly  dieinolined ;  ajid  in  the  evening,  they  assembled  in  var- 
ious paTt«  of  the  town,  in  rather  a  tumultuous  manner,  but  were  not 
the  occoBsion  of  any  ill  oonsequences.  About  five  o''clock,  some  of 
them  broke  open  the  repository  for  the  regimental  stores,  and  took 
from  tbenoe  a  large  supply  of  powder  and  balls.  About  nine  o'clock 
at  night,  the  4th  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  about  eleven,  the  37th 
regiment  of  foot,  arrived  in  Newcastle,  from  the  camps,  some  of  whom 
paraded  the  streets  during  the  night,  others  were  stationed  as  sentin- 
els at  all  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  different  parties  were  employed 
in  dispossessing  the  mutinous  regiment  of  the  arms  and  ammunition 
they  had  furnished  themselves  with.  The  next  morning  they  were 
drawn  up  in  Northumberland  street,  when  general  Smith  explained 
to  th^u  the  propriety  of  the  measure  they  revolted  at ;  and  after 
hearing  their  complaints  of  not  having  received  the  bounty  they  had 
been  promised,  the  general  tusured  them  that  all  their  arrears  should 
be  paid  off  before  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day,  which  restored  tran- 
quility. The  following  Is  a  copy  of  a  small  handbill,  which  was  issued 
by  the  mayor : — 

"A  Oaittion  to  the  IttAabttatUa  of  Neweaitle-^p&ii-l\fn«. 
"  As  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  that  some  ill-disposed  people  in 
town,  are  endeavouring  to  foment  disturbances  amongst  the  military ; 
' — This  it  mmeeil!/  to  reqwtt.  That  all  the  sober-minded  inhabitants 
will  reftwn  from  collecting  in  the  Street,  lest  from  an  idle  Gurionty, 
they  should  mix  with  those  ill-intentioned  People,  and  expose  them- 
selves to  the  Misfortunes  that  happen, 

" ifansi&n-hotue,  9t&  Sept.  1795."  Loetd  Papers. 

1796  (Sep.  8). — His  grace  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  asoended  into  the 

huitem  of  the  highest  spire  of  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  Newcastle. 

He  afterwards  gave  two  guineas  to  the  workmen  employed.     The 

steeple  at  this  time  was  being  repaired  and  painted. — Ibid. 

October  20. — Died,  at  Bath,  aged  sixty 
years,  of  a  liver  oomplaint,  which  affliction 
he  endured  for  some  years  with  tranquility 
and  resignation,  Henry  Ellison,  esq.,  of  Heb- 
bum-hall  and  Gateshead  park,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  comptroller  of  the  issues  and 
payments  of  the  receiver  general  of  the  cus- 
toms in  the  port  of  London,  for  thirty  years. 
He  inherited  the  Hebbum  estate  from  his 
tmcle  Cutbbert  Ellison,  a  general  in  the 
army,  and  M.P.  for  Shaftesbury  in  1747, 
who  died  unmarried,  nth  Oct.,  1785,  at  Kenmngton.    At  the  time 
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of  hia  death  he  was  tfae  second  general  in  the  army,  lord  John  Mar- 
ray  being  then  his  senior,  and  the  oldest. — Hodgson,  S^e. 

1795  {Nov.  10). — A  number  of  workmen  employed  in  Uie  neighbour- 
hood aasemblod  in  Newcastle,  and  in  the  several  markets  seized  Uie 
different  articles  of  provision,  which  they,  in  the  presence  of  the 
town's  officers,  sold  out  to  poor  and  labouring  people  at  reduced 
prices;  the  butter,  intended  to  be  conv^ed  to  the  hucksters,  they 
retailed  at  8d.  per  lb. ;  the  wheat  then  in  the  market  at  12a.  per  boll 
(the  ordinary  price  in  former  years)-  and,  after  obtaining  a  know- 
ledge of  the  depositories  of  the  forestallers  of  potatoes,  they  sold 
them  publicly  at  5a.  per  load,  and  immense  quantities  were  disposed 
of  at  that  rate.  Except  the  above  outrages,  no  injurious  acts  of  riot 
were  attempted ;  every  person  received  the  stated  value  for  hia  pro- 
perty, and  no  peraonal  injury  was  offered. — Lotxil  Papers. 


PAMWN  G-tTK,  Sewcabtlk. 

This  year,  Pandon  Gate,*  in  Newcastle,  was  totally  demoMied. 
It  was  the  fifth  entrance  into  the  town,  through  the  ancient  wall, 
and  of  great  antiquity,  even  to  a  proverb.  It  stood  across  the  foot 
of  Pandon-bank,  a  few  yards  north  of  Stock-bridge.  Grey  and 
Bourne  both  considered  it,  (with  the  adjoining  wall)  to  be  of  Roman 

•  This  engTBTiug  ii  from  a  drawing  by  the  Ute  rer.  Mr.  Horaby,  m 
Hogb  Homb;,  of  Newculle,  esq. 
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origin ;  but  Brand  refutes  the  idea,  clearly  shewing  that  the  Boman 
wall  passed  over  the  Wall-knoll,  at  a  considerable  distance,  and  in  a 
directly  contrary  route.  This  venerable  piece  of  antiquity,  had  fold- 
ing iron  gates ;  but  no  portcullis,  and  it  was  ascended  by  a  flight  of 
stone  stairs,  two  yards  in  width.  The  tower  was,  of  old,  the  hall 
of  the  Barber  Chirurgeons ;  but  as  the  west  wall  was  destroyed  in  the 
wars  of  1644,  this  society,  in  1648,  obtained  a  site  in  the  Manors, 
whereon  to  build  a  meeting-house.  On  the  sununit  of  the  tower  was 
a  curious  arch,  on  which  at  one  time  grew  an  old,  gnarled  tree, 
amidst  a  quantity  of  long  grass,  and  the  whole  structure,  when  per- 
fect is  said  to  have  resembled  three  turrets,  which  stood  on  the  wall 
between  Pilgrim-street  gate,  and  Oarliol  tower.  The  ancient  town 
of  Pandon  or  Pampeden,  from  which  the  gate  took  its  name,  was 
originally  a  place  distinct  from  Newcastle ;  but  was  united  thereto  by 
a  charter  of  Edward  I.  The  kings  of  Northumberland  had  one  of 
thei^  palaces  in  Pandon,  after  the  departure  of  the  Bomans,  and 
there  remained  about  a  century  ago  some  traces  of  the  building,  which, 
even  then,  was  known  as  having  a  royal  origin ;  but  now  nothing  of 

it  is  to  be  seen.  A  curious  seal-ring  was  found 
near  this  place,  many  years  ago,  and  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Stukely  in  his  "  Iter  Boreale ""  as  being 
in  the  possession  of  Wurburton,  from  whose 
map  this  engraving  is  copied.  This  relic,  may, 
with  great  probability  be  considered  as  referring 
to  these  regal  occupants.  The  Roman  wall 
passed  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Pandon, 
forming  while  it  stood,  a  sufiicient  barrier  against  attack,  but ;  when 
added  to  its  larger  neighbour,  Newcastle  embraced  Pandon  in  her 
girdle  of  defences.  Pandon  gate  had  in  ward  that  part  of  the  town 
which  extended  southward  to  the  Broad-chare  on  the  Quay  side,  and 
like  unto  the  other  three  and  twenty  wards,  into  which  the  town  was 
divided,  the  inhabitants  were  trained  to  arms,  and  in  the  hour  of 
need,  confusion  was  avoided, — when  the  foe  threatened,  the  walls 
were  almost  instantly  alive  from  end  to  end  with  armed  men,  eager 
for  the  defence  of  their  native  town. — MS.  Col, 

1795. — This  year,  Mr.  Thomas  Robinson  the  first  settled  pastor  of 
the  independent  church,  Hexham,  removed  on  an  invitation  to 
Monkwearmouth.  Ebenezer  chapel,  the  meeting  house  of  this  deno- 
mination, was  founded  in  1789 ;  previous  to  which  they  met  for  wor- 
ship in  a  house  called  the  Globe,  formerly  an  inn ;  and  where  this 
christian  church  was  originally  formed.  The  following  is  a  list  of  its 
settled  pastors.  Thomas  Robinson,  William  Robertson,  John  Scott, 
William  Golefax,  W.  H.  Hobson,  and  John  Ward. — J.  BidUj/'B  MS. 
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1795. — As  the  workmen  were  engaged  in  taking  up  the 
foundationa  of  the  ancient  chapel  at  Gambo,  in  Northum- 
berland, for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  barn  and  beramel, 
several  curiously  sculptured  grave  atones,  or  covers  of  atone 
cofBns  were  found.     These  and  other  »milar  sepulchral  re- 
mans of  the  ancient  lords  and  damea  of  Cambo,  are  pre-, 
served  in  the  walla  of  the  new  erections,  being  carefully  set 
upright  on  the  capitals  of  the  pillars  of  the  chapel,  as  re- 
presented on  this  and  the  following  page.     One  of  them  ia 
ornamented  in  outline  with  the  figure  of  a  lady  with  a  dog,  the  symbol 
of  fidelity,  at  her  feet :  the  othtira  with  flowered  crosses,  swards,  and 
shears,  mostly  in  relief.     Devices  of  this  kind  were  in  common  use  in 
the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centtiriee.    Service  continued  to  be  done 
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in  this  chapel  by  the  curate  of  "Cainnio  cum  Herterton"  during  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth :  but,  after  that  time,  it  fell  into  dieure,  and 
no  holy  offices  have  been  performed  here  in  man's  memory ;  though 
the  neighlwuring  people  have  sometimes  acknowle<lged  the  sanctity 
of  its  precincts  by  burjing,  mm  ceremonie,  any  friendless  stranger  or 
beggar,  who  has  chanced  to  die  among  them. — Hodgson. 

1795. — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Thomas  Squire,  an  ecoentrie 
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character.  He  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  apprenticed  to  a 
stocking  weaver,  during  which  period  of  his  life  he  was  distinguished 
for  piety,  sobriety,  and  industry.  When  a  journeyman,  he  married 
''  a  bonny  lassie,"*^  whom  he  doted  upon,  but  she  turning  a  disgusting 
drunkard,  he  wandered  the  remainder  of  his  days  like  a  wretched  out- 
cast from  society — suspecting  all  men  and  hating  all  women.  After 
travelling  through  various  parts  of  Scotland  and  England,  he  came  to 
Newcastle,  for  which  place  he  retained  a  strong  partiality.  He  sub- 
sisted by  making  spits,  toasting-forks,  &;c.,  which  he  sometimes  sold 
wholesale  to  the  hawkers  of  petty  wares  and  which  he  occasionally 
retailed  in  the  neighbouring  villages.  While  in  Ayrshire,  several 
circumstances  had  combined  to  renew  his  youthful  predilection  for 
reading  and  abstruse  inquiries.  Thomas  Squire,  who  was  self  taught, 
possessed  considerable  knowledge  of  the  classics,  and  understood  the 
mathematics  well,  but  his  attention  was  mostly  directed  to  subjects  of 
metaphysics  and  of  political  economy.  He  was  of  very  retired  habits, 
and  lived  in  a  garret  room  at  the  foot  of  a  lane  neaiiy  opposite  to  the 
sign  of  Jacobus  Well,  in  Sandgate.  His  furniture  consisted  of  a  veiy 
large  oaken  chest,  which  contained  his  books,  a  stool,  a  few  porrin- 
gers, an  iron  pot,  and  a  sack  full  of  straw  with  a  blanket,  formed 
his  bed.  The  walls  were  covered  with  mathematical  figures,  which, 
with  a  few  optical  glasses,  constituted  the  embellishments  of  his 
apartment.  No  woman  was  ever  permitted  to  enter  his  door.  Here 
would  this  solitary  being  sit  for  weeks  together,  studying  some  favour- 
ite author,  indulging  reveries,  and  projecting  schemes  for  bettering 
the  political  condition  of  man.  He  had  formed  an  Utopian  republic 
with  which  he  was  highly  pleased.  Necessity  compelled  Squire  one 
day  to  visit  Newburn,  with  his  wares,  where,  on  entering  a  public 
house,  a  party  of  drunken  keelmen  threw  him  against  the  fire,  be- 
cause he  refused  to  drink  '^  damTiation  to  the  Frmchr  The  exertions 
of  the  landlady  saved  him  from  receiving  much  harm,  but  this  cir- 
cumstance produced  a  powerful  effect  on  his  mind.  After  this,  he 
seldom  went  abroad,  except  to  purchase  provisions,  and  materials  for 
his  work.  The  outcry  at  that  time  (1794)  raised  against  democrats, 
and  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus^  increased  his  alarms,  and  he 
persuaded  himself  that  he  had  become  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the 
police ;  under  this  impression  he  sent  for  a  friend,  and  communicated 
in  confidence  that  he  had  removed  a  brick  from  the  chimney  and 
made  a  snug  place  for  concealing  his  MSS.,  which  he  was  sure  would 
escape  the  search  of  the  police  should  they  visit  him.  This  friend 
having  occasion  to  leave  Newcastle,  learnt  on  his  return  two  years 
after  Squire^s  death,  that  his  books  had  been  sold  to  pay  his  landlord 
and  funeral  expences.    This  singular  man,  who  at  his  death  was  about 
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50  years  of  age,  was  under  the  middle  size,  with  a  strongly  marked 
Scottish  physiognomy ;  his  hair  was  red  and  tied  in  a  queue,  and  he 
halted  in  his  gait.  He  afforded  a  striking  instance  of  how  little  is 
required  to  sustain  life.  His  food  was  simple,  and  according  to  his 
own  account  taken  in  extremely  small  quantities  at  regular  intervals. 
He  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  the  nutritious  qualities  of  turnips, 
and  believed  they  would  prove  as  wholesome  and  fattening  to  man  as 
to  animals,  if  regularly  eaten.  On  the  visit  of  a  friend,  he  pronoimced 
a  warm  panegyric  on  the  excellent  adaptation  of  this  root  for  human 
food,  and  affirmed  that  for  three  months  he  had  eaten  nothing  else ; 
a  bunch  of  turnips  lay  on  the  floor,  and  he  pointed  out  the  various 
and  simple  modes  he  had  adopted  for  cooking  them  ;  he  had  also  ex- 
tracted a  kind  of  spirit  from  turnips,  which  was  bottled  up.  At  this 
time  he  looked  very  pale,  thin,  and  weakly,  and  his  death  was  attri- 
buted to  these  dangerous  experiments.  His  apartment,  it  is  thought, 
is  not  now  known,  or  the  very  curious  MSS.  which  he  concealed  in 
the  chimney  might  perhaps  be  recovered. — Local  Bee. 

1796  (January  20). — ^Died,  at  Wolsingham,  Mr.  Robert  Wilson, 
aged  100  years. — Local  Papers. 

February. — There  waa  an  explosion  in  New  Washington  colliery, 
by  which  six  persons  lost  their  lives. — Ibid. 

February  25. — The  bakehouse  of  Mr.  Hallowell,  of  Noi'th  Shields, 
took  fire,  and  burnt  with  such  fury  as  entirely  to  destroy  the  building, 
with  every  thing  it  contained. — Ibid. 

March  2. — Died  at  Sunnyside,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  Mr. 
Joseph  Durham,  aged  101  years.  He  had  been  in  the  army,  and 
mounted  guard  at  Whitehall,  London,  eighty-one  years  before  his 
death. — Ihid. 

m 

This  month,  died,  near  Bothbury,  Mr.  William  Charters,  aged  105 
years. — Ibid. 

April  1. — The  reverend  Thomas  Browning,  minister  of  the  Postern 
meeting-house,  in  Newcastle,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  meeting- 
house, upon  a  more  extensive  plan,  near  the  Postern-gate;  after 
which  he  preached  an  excellent  sermon.  January  the  Ist,  1797,  the 
chapel  was  opened  for  public  worship. — Local  Bee. 

April  21. — His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  son  of  the 
prince  of  Oonde,  passed  through  Newcastle,  on  his  road  from  Edin- 
burgh to  London. — Local  Papers. 

April  25. — The  horse  artillery,  the  4th  dragoons,  the  Newcastle 
volunteers,  and  the  Leicestershire  militia,  were  drawn  up  on  the  Town 
Moor,  Newcastle,  and  inspected  by  Lieutenant-general  sir  George 
Osborne,  previously  to  their  being  reviewed  by  him.  There  was  a 
sham  battle  between  the  horse  artillery  and  the  foot  soldiers ;  after  a 
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short  resistance  the  artillery  gave  way,  and  the  foot  pursued  them 
from  the  low  side  of  the  moor  to  the  Cow-hill,  when  the  dragoons 
coming  up  to  their  assistance,  they  put  the  artillery  totally  to  the 
rout. — Local  Papers. 

1796  (May  13). — Died,  at  Kirkwhelpington,  in  Northumberland, 
Mr.  William  Stephenson,  aged  103  years. — Ibid, 

May  16. — Died,  in  the  workhouse  at  Durham,  aged  85  years, 
Thomas  French,  well  known  in  that  city  by  the  fictitious  title  of  the 
dttie  of  Baubleshire,  which,  on  the  decline  of  his  understanding  he 
assumed,  and  wherein  he  seemed  to  have  more  pride  than  any  peer  of 
the  realm  adorned  with  a  real  one.  He  wore  a  star  composed  of 
pieces  of  cloth  of  diflFerent  colours,  or  of  painted  paper,  on  the  breast 
of  his  spencer,  a  cockade  in  his  hat,  and  several  brass  curtain  rings  on 
his  fingers.  He  was  so  enthusiastically  enraptured  with  his  visionary 
dignity,  as  to  imagine  he  had  frequent  correspondence  with  the  king 
on  the  subject  of  raising  men,  carrying  on  the  war,  and  other  import- 
ant matters  of  state.  A  portrait  of  this  eccentric  was  lithographed 
at  Durham. — Ibid. 

May  30. — His  royal  highness  prince  William  of  Gloucester  arrived 
in  Newcastle,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  troops  in  that 
district.  June  23d,  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  command  the 
performance  of  "  7%^  Fashionable  Lover y"*^  and  ^^Netley  Abbey  "^  at 
the  theatre  royal,  Newcastle.  The  house  was  crowded  in  every  part, 
and  his  royal  highness  seemed  happy  with  the  respect  paid  to  him  by 
a  most  brilliant  audience. — Ibid. 

June  29. — The  Newcastle  volunteers  were  reviewed  on  the  Town 
Moor  by  his  royal  highness  prince  William  of  Gloucester,  who  was 
pleased  to  express  the  highest  approbation  of  the  martial  appearance 
and  precision  of  manoeuvre  displayed  by  the  corps. — Ibid. 

This  month,  died,  at  the  Blue  Quarries  on  Gateshead-fell,  Dorothy 
Atkinson,  aged  109  years.  She  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last. — 
Ibid. 

The  state  of  the  river  Tyne,  in  which  sands  and  shoals  had  for 
several  years  been  increasing,  began,  this  year,  to  attract  serious 
attention.  A  general  meeting  of  persons  interested  was  held  at 
Newcastle  in  the  month  of  June,  Mr.  Oardonnel,  high-sheriff  of 
Northumberland,  in  the  chair,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  means  of  obtaining  better  navigation,  by  whom  Mr. 
R.  Dodd,  an  engineer  of  eminence,  was  employed  to  make  a  survey, 
and  to  report  on  the  subject.  In  Mr.  Dodd's  plan  and  report,  laid 
before  the  committee  on  the  9  th  June,  this  year ;  he  strongly  urges 
the  advantages  of  forming  a  wet  dock  in  Coble-dean ;  the  removal 
of  the   in-sand;    a  quay  from    Goble-dean,  or    Milbum-place,    to 
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the  low  lights ;  and,  especially  the  building  of  a  regular  stone  pier 
from  the  south  point  of  the  rocks,  at  low  water,  near  the  Spanish 
battery,  up  to  the  point  near  Clifford'*s  fort.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  be  also  recommends  extensive  quaying,  and  the  conversion 
of  the  mill  dam  into  a  dock.  He  further  advised,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  both  tewns,  the  formation  of  a  Tunnel  under  the  river,  from 
near  the  Wooden  bridge,  at  North  Shields,  to  near  the  Ferry-boat- 
landing  at  South  Shields,  in  which  the  length  of  line  would  not  exceed 
600  yards. — LoecU  Papers. 

1796  (July). — The  beginning  of  this  month,  military  encampments 
were  formed  on  the  coast  of  Northumberland.  The  camps  broke  up 
the  beginning  of  October. — Hid. 

July  12. — About  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  as  the  crew  of  the  Dunn, 
an  Ipswich  trader,  were  returning  on  board  their  vessel  in  the  river 
Tyne  at  St.  Anthony's,  near  Newcastle,  they  were  overtaken  by  a 
sudden  and  heavy  shower  of  rain,  which  drove  them  for  shelter  to 
whatever  presented  an  appearance  of  a  covering.  The  coal  pit  there 
was  the  nearest,  and  thither  they  ran  as  quick  as  possible ;  but  either 
not  knowing  the  nature  of  their  sanctuary,  or  from  some  other  cause, 
the  mate,  Joseph  Smith,  fell  into  it,  and  was  hurried  in  an  instant  to 
the  depth  of  thirty-five  fathoms.  Providentially  the  pit-rope  had 
been  left  in  its  place  by  the  workmen,  and  this  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  sieze  in  his  fall,  which,  at  thirty-five  fathoms,  was  broken  by 
the  corf  chain,  otherwise  he  must  have  descended  eighty  fathoms,  the 
depth  of  the  pit.  In  this  miserable  situation  he  was  suspended  full 
half  an  hour,  when  his  companions  above  having  procured  proper 
assistance,  he  was  drawn  out.  His  hands  were  dreadfully  lascerated 
by  the  friction. — Ibid. 

July  20. — The  commodious  new  chapel  at  Haydon-bridge,  North- 
umberland, was  consecrated  by  the  lord  bishop  of  Durham.  It 
stands  on  dry,  gravelly  ground,  near  the  north  end  of  the  bridge. 
The  site  was  given  by  the  governors  of  Greenwich  Hospital ;  and  the 
structure  reared  under  act  of  parliament  passed  in  1794.  It  consiste 
of  a  chancel  16^  feet  by  20,  a  nave  68  feet  by  29,  and  a  tower  12  feet 
square,  inside  measure.  The  building  is  admirably  maintained,  and 
has  the  rare  ornament  of  a  clock,  which  tells  the  hour  on  the  outside 
of  the  tower. — Hodgson. 

July  27. — A  grand  musical  festival,  under  the  patronage  of  prince 
William  of  Gloucester,  commenced  at  Newcastle,  and  was  continued 
during  the  three  following  days.  The  oratorios  were  performed  in 
St.  Nicholas'  church  on  the  mornings,  and  the  concerts  in  the  Assem- 
bly-rooms each  evening.  The  elder  Cramer  was  leader  of  the  band ; 
the  tickets  were  £1.  lis.  6d.  each,  but  the  conductors  of  this  under- 
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taking,  it  is  said,  lost  one  hundred  and  twenty  goineas,  beaides  all 
their  trouble  and  fatigue. — Local  Papers, 

1796  (Aug.  18). — From  a  great  quantity  of  rain  having  fallen,  the 
rivers  and  brooks  were  swelled  to  an  uncommon  degree,  which  was  at- 
tended with  the  most  tragical  effects.  A  youth  about  sixteen,  the  son 
of  Mr.  Watson,  of  Swarland,  in  Northumberland,  in  attempting  to  ford 
a  brook  in  that  neighbourhood,  was  drowned  by  the  falling  of  his 
horse.  At  Morpeth  two  young  women  of  most  excellent  character^ 
the  daughters  of  Mr.  Thomas  Purdy,  gardener,  were  carried  away  by 
the  current  and  lost.  They  were  washing  turnips  for  sale,  by  the 
side  of  the  Wansbeck  at  that  place,  when  one  of  ihem  attempting  to 
catch  a  piece  of  timber  which  was  floating  down,  unfortunately  slip- 
ped into  the  stream,  and  her  sister  attempting  to  save  her,  shared  the 
same  fate,  in  the  presence  of  their  distracted  parents,  who  could  ren- 
der them  no  assistance.  The  body  of  one  was  found  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  fatal  spot,  the  other  was  not  discovered  till  the  third 
day  (Sunday),  nearly  four  miles  down  the  river.  One  of  them  was  on 
the  point  of  marriage  with  an  industrious  man  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who  very  narrowly  escaped  the  same  misfortune  in  attempting  to  cross 
vnth  a  team.  On  the  Monday  the  bodies  of  the  young  women  were 
interred  together,  amidst  the  tears  of  their  surrounding  friends  and 
acquaintances. — Ibid. 

September. — ^By  the  pricking  of  an  old  waste  filled  with  water,  at 
Slatyford,  in  Northumberland,  six  persons  unfortunately  lost  their 
lives. — Ibid. 

September  19. — An  alarming  fire  broke  out  on  board  the  ship 
Lady  Alleyne,  lying  near  the  lower  end  of  North  Shields.  The  ves- 
sel being  afloat,  it  was  immediately  cut  adrift,  and  towed  out  from 
amongst  the  other  ships,  which,  together  with  his  majesty^s  floating 
battery,  the  Bedoubt,  narrowly  escaped  the  flames.  The  wind  being 
from  the  south-east,  the  whole  town  of  North  Shields,  and  the  ship- 
ping in  the  harbour,  ran  the  greatest  hazard  of  being  consumed ;  but 
happily  (the  gunpowder  having  been  taken  out  of  the  ship  in  the  fore* 
noon,  and  the  guns  being  unloaded)  the  boats  from  the  Bedoubt,  ten- 
ders, and  other  ships,  conducted  the  burning  vessel  down  through  the 
Narrows,  and  by  the  help  of  the  ebb-tide,  got  it  to  ground  bdow 
Tynemouth  barracks. — Ibid. 

September  20. — About  ten  o^dock  at  night,  as  a  gentleman^s  ser- 
vant was  returning  to  Newcastle  upon  a  young  and  spirited  horse,  the 
animal  took  fright  near  Sandyford- stone,  and  the  rider  being  unable 
to  recover  one  of  the  stirrups  which  he  had  lost,  he  was  carried  at  full 
speed  along  the  lane,  Percy-street,  Newgate-street,  and  Low  Friar- 
street,  at  the  end  of  which,  where  Fenkle-street  crosses  it,  (the  horse 
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Btill  puTHuing  a  strught  forward  course)  darted  with  auoh  violence 
against  the  parlour  window  of  Mr.  Edward  Smith,  joiner  and  cabinet 
maker,  in  FeDkle-atreet,  as  to  dash  it  to  pieces  in  a  moment,  though 
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defended  by  a  strong  shutter  on  the  outside.  During  the  whole  of 
this  perilous  excundon,  the  man  was  fortunate  enough  to  keep  his 
seat ;  and  except  a  little  skin  from  the  forehead  of  the  horse,  no 
other  damage  was  sustained  but  the  loss  of  the  window,  which  was 
replaced  by  the  owner  of  the  anim^. — Local  Papen. 

1796  (Sep.  21).— The  bridge  at  Wooler,  in  Northumberland,  was 
thrown  down  by  a  great  flood.  The  bridge  had  only  been  finished 
three  years. — IHd. 

September, — So  great  had  been  the  importation  of  grun  into  New- 
castle for  some  time,  that  no  warehouse  room  could  be  obtained  for 
storing  it,  and,  in  consequence,  temporary  wooden  buildings  were 
erected  in  a  field  adjoining  the  New-road,  behind  Sandgate,  for 
120,000  bushels.  This  place  has  ever  since  been  called  "Egypt,'"  no 
doubt  in  allusion  to  those  erected  by  Joseph  in  ancient  Egypt.  Those 
erections  in  1803  were  converted  into  barracks,  but  have  mnoe  been 
partially  removed. — Ihid,  S^e. 

October  S. — His  royal  highness  prince  William  of  &louceBter,  ar- 
rived  at  Sunderiand,  and  took  the  command  of  the  troops  in  that 
place. — Ibitt, 

October  fi. — The  Edipae,  Beaver  and  Manchester,  transports, 
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arrived  at  Shields  from  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  with  295  emigrant  cler- 
gy, and  ten  women  on  board,  under  convoy  of  the  Serpent  sloop  of 
war,  W.  0.  Staples  esq.,  commander.  One  of  these  unfortunate 
strangers  fell  overboard  and  perished  on  the  night  they  arrived. 
October  8th,  a  transport  with  150  of  these  emigrants  sailed  from 
Shields  to  Sunderland,  where  they  took  up  their  residence  in  the 
barracks. — Local  Papers, 

1796  (Oct.  18). -The  timber-yard  of  Mr.  Mawman,  boat  builder,  at 
the  high  end  of  North  Shields,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  which,  in 
a  short  time,  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  almost  the  whole  of 
his  stock  was  destroyed  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  d£*300. — Ibid. 

Oct.  21. — The  round  stone  on  the  top  of  the  steeple  of  All  Saint^s 
church,  in  Newcastle,  was  placed  by  the  workmen ;  after  it  was  laid, 
a  man  named  Burdikin,  a  private  in  the  Cheshire  militia,  raised  his 
body  upon  his  head,  with  his  feet  in  the  air,  and  remained  in  that 
position  for  some  time  upon  this  stone,  which  is  194  feet  from 
the  ground.  Burdikin  was  a  hair-dresser  in  Gateshead.  There  is 
a  memoir  of  him,  written  by  himself;  in  which  he  relates  many 
of  his  hair-breadth  escapes  and  curious  adventures — Ibid, 

October  29. — Died,  at  Kenmore,  in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  in  the 
twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  of  a  fever  in  the  brain,  Robert  Johnson, 
painter  and  engraver.  He  was  bom  at  Shotley,  in  Northumberland. 
His  father,  Thomas  Johnson,  who  was  a  joiner  and  cabinet-maker, 
removed  to  Gateshead,  in  order  to  indulge  his  song's  propensity  for 
drawing  and  engraving,  and  accordingly  Robert  wa^s  placed  under 
Thomas  Bewick.  During  his  apprenticeship  he  was  much  employed 
in  drawing,  in  which  study  he  made  great  proficiency.  Some  of 
his  pieces  executed  during  leisure  hours,  were  purchased  by  gentle- 
men of  taste,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  earl  of  Bute. 
About  the  year  1793,  when  politics  ran  so  very  high,  he  designed 

and  etched  three  ciwious   caricatures,   viz : "  The   OverthroWy  or 

the  Crisis  is  Awful  and  Momentous ;  '*'*  "  A  real  Friend  to  his  Country 
begs ; ''  and  "  The  Asses  in  Danger,''''  These  were  intended  to  ridicule 
the  ultratoryism  of  the  late  Joseph  Whitfield,  bookseller,  opposite 
to  the  Bridge-end,  Newcastle.  Johnson  made  an  excellent  drawing 
of  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in  Newcastle,  from  the  north,  which  was 
engraved  on  wood  by  Charlton  Nesbit.  He  also  made  a  drawing  of 
Sunderland  bridge,  which  was  engraved  by  himself  and  Mr.  Hunter. 
About  six  months  after  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  was 
engaged  by  the  Messrs.  Morrison,  booksellers,  of  Perth,  to  reduce  the 
set  of  portraits  by  Jamesone  and  was  sent  to  Kenmore,  the  seat  of 
the  earl  of  Bredalbane,  to  copy  them  for  Pinkerton's  "  Ghdlery  of 
Scottish  Portraits.^    He  had  finished  fifteen,  and  there  remained  four 
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to  copy,  when,  by  his  premature  death,  the  fine  arts  sustained  an  irre- 
parable loss,  as  his  genius  was  soaring  rapidly  to  a  pitch  of  the  highest 
excellence.  In  a  letter  from  the  Messrs.  Morrison  to  Mr.  Pinkerton, 
dated  18th  November  1796,  it  is  stated,  that  a  few  days  before,  they 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  man  with  whom  Johnson  lodged  at  the 
village  of  Eenmore,  desiring  them  to  send  for  him,  as  he  was  quite  de- 
lirious, and  by  express  the  day  following,  they  were  informed  of  his 
death.  That  in  his  anxiety  to  complete  his  labour,  he  would  sit  all  day 
in  a  room  without  a  fire,  a  violent  cold  was  the  consequence,  which, 
neglected,  increased  to  a  fever,  '^  it  flew  to  his  brain,  and,  terrible  to 
relate,  he  was  bound  with  ropes,  beat,  and  treated  like  a  madman.^^ 
This  treatment  was  discontinued  on  the  accidental  arrival  of  a  physi- 
cian, who  ordered  blisters,  and  poor  Johnson  died  in  peace.  A  me- 
morial was  cut  in  wood,  from  one  of  his  own  designs,  by  his  friend  and 
fellow  apprentice,  Charlton  Nesbit.  From  this  engraving  a  limited 
number  of  impressions  was  taken,  with  letter-press,  recording  his 
death,  &c.,  attached.  It  is  a  scene  in  a  country  church-yard  by 
moon-light,  with  a  female  in  tears,  leaning  on  a  tomb,  inscribed  ^^  In 
memory  of  R.  Johnson,  1796.''  A  stone  is  erected  in  Ovingham 
church-yard,  recording  his  early  fate. — Local  Papers. 

1796  (Nov.  8). — A  fire  was  discovered  in  a  house  occupied  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Graham,  ginger-bread  baker,  in  Hillgate,  Gateshead, 
which  it  entirely  consumed  in  a  short  time,  with  all  the  furniture. 
The  family,  with  difficulty,  escaped  with  their  lives,  being  asleep  in 
bed  when  the  alarm  was  given,  and  no  mode  of  escape  left,  but  by 
a  window  in  the  upper  story,  from  whence  they  were  taken. — Ihid, 

November  25. — The  town  of  Sunderland  was  alarmed  by  an  affray, 
which  occurred  between  the  Westminster  militia  and  the  Lowland 
feneibles,  both  quartered  there.  It  originated  in  the  death  of  a  tame 
goat  belonging  to  the  feneibles,  which  was  wantonly  killed  by  one  of 
the  militia.  To  appease  the  manes  of  their  long-bearded  play-fellow, 
which  had  followed  the  regiment  out  of  Scotland,  and  was  an  univer- 
sal favourite,  the  feneibles  assembled  under  arms,  and  sent  a  defiance 
to  their  opponents,  which  was  accepted ;  the  parties  were  drawn  up 
in  battle  array  in  the  barrack  ground,  and  the  most  bloody  consequen- 
ces were  every  moment  expected,  when  the  firm  and  strenuous  exer- 
tions of  his  royal  highness  prince  William  of  Gloucester,  fortunately 
restored  peace.  The  perpetrater  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court 
martial. — Ihid. 

November. — Died,  at  St.  Helen's  Auckland,  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, at  an  advanced  age,  Mr.  Michael  Broadbelt,  a  most  ingenious 
clock-maker,  into  which  machines  he  had  introduced  a  great  number 
of  improvements  and  novelties.    Though  his  proficiency  was  the  effect 
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of  intuitive  genius,  and  of  application  unaided  by  any  previous  instruc- 
tions, his  general  akill  In  mechanics  was  displayed  in  great  variety  of 
curious  inventioQB ;  some  of  his  clocks  contain  small  orreries — and 
others  are  furnished  with  chimes,  said  to  be  more  strictly  consonant 
with  harmonic  principles  than  such  machines  are  commonly  found  to 
be.  Hie  mind,  which,  as  well  aa  his  hands,  was  continually  employed, 
appeared  to  have  no  bounds  to  its  researches  ;  and  his  most  intimate 
acquaintance  are  of  opinion,  that  he  received  little  or  no  information 
from  boohs ;  he  was  seldom  known  to  consult  any ;  and  seemed  only 
to  have  a  small  acquaintance  with  the  best  scientific  writers  even  on 
his  favourite  subjects.  To  the  superior  force,  then,  of  his  native  ge- 
nius, must  be  ascribed  his  numerous  productions  which,  in  a  more 
public  situation,  would  have  rendered  him  eminent.  Lately,  he  plan- 
ned  and  constructed  an  organ,  which,  by  competent  judges,  was  pro- 
nounced a  good  instrument,  and  was  lately  sold  to  a  musical  gentle- 
man, for  a  considerable  sum  of  money. — M<mtMy  Mag. 

1796  (Dec.  27). — That  delightful  mansion,  Witton-castle,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  which  had  not  been  long  re-built,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, was  discovered  to  be  on  fire ;  the  flames  raged  with  such  vio- 
lence, that  all  attempts  to  stop  their  progress  were  ineffectual.  All 
the  elegance  of  the  internal  structure  was  entirely  destroyed,  and  the 
outer  walls  only  left  standing. — Local  Paper*. 
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N  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  December, 
1796,  a  soldier  wantonly  threw  a  snowbaJl, 
strongly  compressed,  at  a  person  passing 
along  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Durham, 
which  struck  him  with  such  violence  on  the 
stomach,  that  he  staggered  into  an  adjoin- 
ing house,  and  after  uttering  a  complaint 
of  the  violence  of  the  pain  he  felt  in  that 
part,  dropped  off  the  chair  and  instantly 
expired. — Local  Papen. 

The  seamen  at  Shields  were  extremely  riotous  this  year,  frequently  ■ 
depriving  the  masters  of  their  command,  and  detaining  vessels  under 
way  for  sea.  Seventy  or  eighty  of  the  most  audacious,  however,  ha- 
ving been  taken  into  custody  and  impressed,  order  vaas  again  restored. 
—Ihid. 

This  year,  a  society  was  formed  in  Newcastle  (to  correspond  with 
similar  institutions  in  other  parts)  to  propagate  the  Christian  religion 
among  Pagans,  &c, — Ibid. 

This  year,  the  building  of  the  Shot  Tower,  at  the  lead-works  at  Low 
Elswick,  near  Newcastle,  was  commenced.  It  was  finished  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  woe  in  height  175  feet  4  inches.  It  is  a  circular  brick 
building,  with  a  stone  cupola,  terminated  by  a  chimney.  On  the  6th 
of  August  1S14,  during  a  thunder-storm,  the  electric  fluid  entered 
this  building,  and  striking  on  the  iron  hand-rail  of  the  winding  stair- 
case, it  was  conducted  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  forced  its  passage 
through  the  wall,  a  little  below  the  cupola,  tore  off  a  quantity  of  plas- 
tering, then  forcing  its  way  up  the  chimney,  threw  off  the  top  stones, 
which  in  their  fall  to  the  ground  did  no  other  damage  than  breaking 
down  a  part  of  the  gallery,  and  penetrating  the  roof  of  an  adjoining 
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building,  where  some  men  were  at  work,  who  happily  (except  Edward 
Lonsdale,  slightly  on  the  shoulder)  escaped  imhurt.  Nearly  all  the 
windows  in  the  tower  were  shivered  to  pieces  by  the  violent  shock.— 
Local  Papers. 

1796.-As  a  boy  was  climbing  a  tree  in  Gibside-wood,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  this  year,  with  an  intent  to  rob  a  hawkVnest  of  its  young, 
the  old  bird  opposed  him  in  the  most  vigorous  manner,  by  striking 
her  talons  in  his  face  &c.  whereby  he  was  soon  covered  with  blood ; 
after  a  most  severe  conflict  of  some  minutes,  the  boy  was  victorious, 
and  took  his  antagonist  prisoner. — Hid, 

Wesleyan  Methodist  chapel,  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  founded.  The 
register  of  births  and  baptisms,  77  entries,  extend  from  1797  to 
1837.—^.  of  Pari.  Com. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  village  of  Ryton,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
and  near  the  church,  stands  a  very  neat  cross  of  this  date.  In  the 
church-yard  is  a  stone  cofiin,  with  the  year  1610  cut  on  the  exterior 
of  the  head ;  and  on  the  floor  of  the  nave  of  the  church  is  a  figure  cut 
in' Stanhope  marble,  with  a  lion  at  the  feet.  On  a  panel  in  the  front 
of  the  gallery,  at  the  west  end,  is  the  following  inscription : — "  The 
gallery  of  Ambrose  Crowley,  and  the  company  of  Smiths  at  Winla- 
ton,  1703.*^^  The  arms  of  the  company  are  neatly  painted  on  an  ad- 
joining panel.  The  Byton  savings^  bank  was  the  first  established  in 
in  England. — Local  Bee. 

Died,  this  year,  Mr.  J.  Quinlan,  surgeon,  in  Qateshead,  then  a 
prisoner  of  war  at  Point  au  Petre,  in  the  island  of  Guadaloope. 
Having  experienced  much  ill  treatment,  he  attempted  to  make  his 
escape,  but  was  discovered,  and  shot  dead,  by  the  guard. — MomMy 
Mag. 

Throughout  the  years  1795  and  1796,  as  well  as  for  some  time 
previous  and  subsequent,  projects  were  entertained  for  forming  a 
cANAL-conununication  between  Newcastle  and  Carlisle ;  and  so  com- 
pleting a  water  conveyance  from  the  Irish  sea  to  the  German  ocean. 
1794,  Nov.  1st,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Newcastle,  R.  W.  Grey,  chair^ 
man,  at  which  proposals  were  received  from  B.  Dodd,  civil  engineer, 
who  claims  to  be  the  projector,  and  first  surveyor  of  the  line.  He 
soon  after  published  a  report  of  his  survey,  which  was  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tyne ;  together  with  a  map  of  the  District.  1795,  Jan. 
12th,  a  meeting  on  the  subject  was  held  at  Hexham,  when  William 
Chapman  delivered  a  report.  His  plan  was  for  a  canal  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river.  Dodd  was  absent  from  illness,  and  afterwards  com- 
plained of  ungenerous  treatment.  These  rival  projects  were  put  in 
competition  at  a  meeting  in  Newcastle,  July  2nd  following ;  when 
the  sense  of  the  public  was  clearly  in  favour  of  the  south  line.    The 
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8Qin  proposed  to  be  raised  was  cflOOiOOO,  in  shares  of  JSliiO ;  and 
aubscription  lists  towards  preliminary  expences  were  numerously 
signed  both  in  Newcastle  and  Carlisle.  The  long  delay  which  seemed 
inevitable  in  tiie  execution  of  the  project,  led  to  its  partial  abandon- 
ment. 1796,  April  I6di,  at  a  meeting  in  Newcastle,  J.  O.  Clark, 
ohairman,  a  s<cheme  for  a  canal,  from  that  town  to  Haydon-bridge 
was  proposed,  at  an  estimate  of  .^80,000.  This  was  to  have  been  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Tyne,  whilst  a  riviJ  project  was  still  entertained 
of  forming  a  canal  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  trom  Stella  to  Hex- 
ham. Plans  and  BBtimatea  for  both  these  schemes  were  pnblished  by 
John  Sutcliffe ;  and  for  the  south  line  by  R.  Whitworth,  engineers. 
Notices  of  application  to  parliainent  for  power  to  carry  out  each  of 
these  projects,  were  duly  advertized :  but  from  half  measures  they 
came  to  no  measures  at  oU — the  phantom  gradually  disappeared — the 
bubble  burst :  but  not  till  much  expence  had  been  incurred  amongst 
rival  engineers,  and  rival  lawyers.  Nearly  half  a  century  bos 
elapsed — the  scheme  has  been  entirely  superseded — and  the  water 
communication  between  the  east  and  west  seas,  is  numbered  amongst 
those  projects  which  are  doomed  never  to  be  carried  into  execution. — 
Job.  Bidlej/'B  MS8. 

1797. — Id  the  beginning  of  this  year  workmen  were  employed  in 
takmg  down  the  toll-booth  in  Gateshead,  which  had  stood  there, 
since  its  last  erection,  nearly  one  hundred  years,  and  wherein,  for 
many  o^^,  the  bishops  of  Durham  held  regularly  their  manor  courts. 
This  measure  was  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  pnblio 
road,  which  runs  through  the  central  part  of  Uie  Hig^  street.  H 
was  built  at  the  expence  of  that  Tenerable  prelate  Nathamd  lord 
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Crewe,  distinguished  by  his  many  princely  charitiee,  in  Bambrough- 
ehire  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. — Mimthly  Mag. 

1797  (Feb.  2). — In  consequence  of  the  alarm  of  invasion  and  the 
scarcity  of  specie,  the  notes  of  the  four  banks  at  Newcastle  were 
poured  in  so  rapidly,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  held  tm 
the  above  day,  it  was  resolved  to  suspend  payment  till  specie  conld 
be  obtained.  The  banks  at  Durham  and  Sunderland  wre  reduced  to 
a  similar  situation.  A  declaration,  however,  was  signed  by  689  gen- 
tlemen and  tradesmen  of  the  neighbourhood,  purporting  their  reBi>- 
lation  to  take,  as  before,  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  in  Newcastle, 
Durham  and  Sunderland.  Similar  engagements,  relative  to  the  notes 
of  the  bank  of  England,  and  those  of  the  different  provincial  banks, 
were  likewise  entered  into,  by  the  gentlemen,  principal  merchants, 
&c.  in  all  other  parts  of  the  country. — Monthly  Mag. 

February  12, — On  the  morning  of  this  day 
(Sunday),    whilst    Charles  Atkinson,   esq., 
alderman  and  merchant  of  Newcastle,  was 
walking  with    his    son,   amongst    his    coal 
works,  near   Dumfermline,  in   Scotland,  he 
went  to  examine  the  mouth  of  an  old  pit, 
and  whilst  looking  down,  a  piece  of  timbra 
on  which  he  stood  gave  way,  and  precipitat- 
ed him  to  the  bottom,  a  depth  of  about  40 
fathoms,   10  of  which  was  supposed  to  be 
filled  with   water.       It   was  several  boors 
before  his  remains,  which  were  considerably  mangled,  could  be  re- 
covered.    February  the  19th,  they  were  interred  in  the  family  borial- 
[^lace  in  St.  Nicholas"  church,  Newcastle,  in  the  presence  of  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  people,  from  all  the  neighbouring  parts ;  whose 
unfeigned  marks  of  real  grief  depicted  his  worth  more  forcibly  than 
it  is  in  the  power  of  words  to  describe.     As  a  magistrate,  he  was  re- 
spected for  his  stem  and  incorruptible  integrity,  and  punctual  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and,  as  a  man,  the  goodness  of  his 
heart,  and  the  affability  of  his  manners,  gained  him  the  affections  of 
all.     His  general  worth  and  merits  produced  him  an  extraordinary 
popularity ;  and  his  life  was  justly  considered  as  a  bright  example  of 
moral  excellence.     He  ever  stood  forth  as  a  strenuous  champion  for 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  hia  fellow-citizens. — Ibid. 

A  survey  was  made  at  this  period  for  a  canal  from  the  Tyne  to 
Chester-le-Street,  and  thence  to  Durham,  by  making  the  Wear 
navigable.  Mr.  Whitworth,  the  engineer,  in  his  report,  states,  that 
the  line  and  branch,  from  the  natural  levels  of  the  country,  were 
practicable  and  eligible.      It  was  estimated  that  the  article  of  coals 


A.D.I 797.]  TABLE   BOOK.  3J)1 

alone  would  produce  an  annua!  tonnage  of  ^22,722.  15e.  exclusive 
of  what  might  arise  from  the  opening  of  new  mines ;  also  that  lead 
and  other  articles,  would  supply  a  further  revenue  of  ^2334.  Ss.  4d. — 
Monthly  Mag. 

1797  (Feb.  27). — At  night,  the  following  relations  slept  together 
in  one  bed,  in  the  Middle-atroet,  Newcastle,  viz. — 1  grandmother,  2 
mothers,  2  sisters-in-law,  1  daughter-in-law,  1  grandson,  1  aunt,  1 
nephew,  and  one  son  ;  in  all  four  persons. — Local  Papon. 


March  24;. — Died,  at  Bambrough,  Mr.  Henry  Grey,  innkeeper, 
aged  102  years, — Ibid. 

May  18. — A  most  terrible  thunder  storm  came  on  at  Newcastle; 
the  flashes  of  lightning  were  extremely  vivid,  and  succeeded  each 
other  with  great  rapidity ;  the  thunder  was  tremendously  loud,  and 
was  accompanied  with  an  incessant  torrent  of  rain,  which  continued 
several  hours.  Two  horses  and  a  cow,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
castle, were  so  terrified,  that  they  killed  themselves  in  the  B\A\s.~Ihid, 

June  5. — Being  the  day  appointed  for  the  celebration  of  the  birth- 
day of  King  George  III.,  the  Sunderland  loynl  volunteers  were  pre- 
sented with  an  elegant  pair  of  colours,  by  the  lady  of  William  Ru8- 
eel,  esq.,  of  Brancepeth. — Ibid. 

June  13. — The  foundation  stone  of  a  new  theatre  at  North  Shields 
was  laid  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  spectators.  The  rev. 
Mr.  Haswell  delivered  an  extempore  address  on  the  occasion,  which, 
as  being  both  friendly  and  impressive,  was  well  received.  Mr.  Q. 
Blackburn  invited  the  gentlemen  present  to  partake  of  a  social  bottU 
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of  wine  with  him,  after  the  business  was  concluded,  when  success  to 
the  undertaking  was  drunk  with  great  cheerfulness.  The  bells  were 
rung  most  of  the  afternoon. — Local  Papers. 

1796  (June). — Military  encampments  were  formed  on  the  coaet  of 
Northumberland.    The  camps  broke  up  in  September. — Ibid. 

This  month,  in  working  a  slate  quarry  near  Barnardcastle,  a  toad 
of  great  magnitude  was  discovered  in  a  large  stone  (soUd,  excepting 
the  spot  occupied  by  the  incarcerated  animal).  The  toad  died 
inunediately  on  being  exposed  to  the  air. — Ibid. 

July  16. — There  was  a  most  terrible  tempest  of  thunder,  lightning, 
and  rain,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  To  the  eastward  of 
that  place,  it  was  truly  awful.  At  Whitley-camp,  the  lightning  set 
fire  to  the  whins  placed  as  a  facing  to  the  sheds  of  the  East  and 
West  Lothian  cavalry,  and  the  wind  blowing  briskly,  the  whole  line 
was  almost  instantly  in  a  blaze ;  three  of  the  horses  were  struck  dead 
instantly,  and  two  more  nearly  suffocated ;  the  remainder  were  saved 
by  the  men  having  cut  their  collars  on  the  first  alarm.  The  poor 
animals,  terrified  by  the  fire  in  their  front,  and  rendered  desperately 
furious  by  the  loud  and  almost  incessant  peals  of  thunder,  and  the 
quick  and  vivid  flashes  of  lightning,  galloped  off  in  every  direction ; 
several  of  them,  between  eight  and  nine  o'^clock  in  the  evening,  came 
foaming  through  the  streets  of  Newcastle,  to  the  great  danger  and 
terror  of  the  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  joined  the  men  in  pursuing 
and  securing  the  exhausted  animals.  The  fore  top-mast  of  the  Gk)od 
Intent,  lying  in  Shields  harbour,  was  shivered  by  the  lightning. — 
Monthly  Mag, 

August  16. — A  fine  set  of  eight  bells,  cast  by  Messrs.  Means,  of 
London,  for  the  beautiful  spire  of  All  Saints^  church,  in  Newcastle, 
was  on  the  above  day  landed  on  the  Quay,  at  that  place.  October 
the  11th,  they  were  rung  for  the  first  time,  when  a  complete  peal  of 
grandsire  triples,  consisting  of  5040  changes,  were  rung  in  three  hours 
and  one  minute,  by  the  Union  Society  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead, 
in  celebration  of  Admiral  Duncan'^s  victory  over  the  Dutch  fleet  off 
Gamperdown. — Local  Papers. 

September  19. — An  affray  took  place  in  Newcastle,  between  the 
West  Lowland  fencibles  quartered  there  and  the  Gheahire  militia, 
who  were  passing  through  from  Blyth  camp  to  Garlisle.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  very  much  alarmed,  as  some  bloody  scenes  took  place  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  with  bayonets,  &c.  and  in  the  darkness  and 
confusion  of  a  nocturnal  tumult,  some  of  the  town^s  people  received 
blows  and  bruises.  Near  thirty  of  the  military  were  wounded,  some 
dangerously.  The  disturbance  was  finally  suppressed  by  the  Dumfries- 
shire light  dragoons,  who  were  called  out  and  scoured  the  streets. 
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Oeneral  Este,  next  morning,  on  the  parade,  acquitted  the  militia  of 
beginning  the  riot,  and  promised  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice  if 
they  could  be  discovered. — Local  Papers. 

1797  (Oct.  19). — There  was  a  grand  illumination  in  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead,  in  honour  of  the  victory  obtained  by  the  British  fleet, 
mider  admiral  Duncan,  off  Camperdown.  The  towers  of  All  Saints' 
and  Gateshead  churches,  made  a  brilliant  show,  as  did  also  the  Man- 
sion-house, and  many  private  houses,  in  the  exhibition  of  transparen- 
cies.— ^The  furniture  of  a  house  in  the  Groat-market  took  fire,  but 
being  early  discovered,  it  was  prevented  from  spreading  beyond  the 
room  where  it  began.  Several  of  the  ships  in  the  river  also  displayed 
a  number  of  lamps.  The  Infirmary  was  brilliantly  illuminated,  which 
had  a  grand  and  imposing  effect.  Most  of  the  towns  in  the  two  coun- 
ties were  illuminated  on  this  occasion. — Ibid, 

October  19. — The  common  council  of  Newcastle  imposed  a  fine  of 
200  marks  each  on  Alex.  Adams,  Jonathan  Sorsbie,  George  Lake, 
Wm.  Damall,  and  William  Kent,  for  refusing  the  office  of  alderman, 
and  100  marks  on  Thomas  Burden,  for  refusing  that  of  sheriff.  None 
of  these  fines  were  paid,  as  the  common  council  were  held  to  be  in- 
competent to  act,  owing  to  one  of  the  aldermen  present  (J.  E.  Black- 
ett,  esq.)  having  been,  sometime  before,  disfranchised  to  render  him 
a  competent  witness  on  a  trial,  and  afterwards  re-elected  alderman, 
without  being  re-admitted  to  his  freedom. — J,  BelVs  CoL 

November  11. — A  pig  about  eleven  months  old,  which  had  been 
that  morning  (Saturday)  carried  in  a  cart  covered  with  a  sack,  from 
Mr.  Pemberton'^s  farm  at  Gleadon,  to  his  house  at  Bams,  near  Sun- 
derland, a  distance  of  nearly  six  miles,  made  its  escape  from  the  place 
of  its  confinement,  and  all  search  for  it  proved  fruitless ;  it  was  traced 
near  to  Pallion,  by  the  side  of  the  river  Wear,  which  it  must  have 
Grossed  by  swimming  on  Monday,  as  it  returned  to  the  field  from 
which  it  had  been  taken  at  Gleadon,  about  noon  on  Tuesday.  A 
singular  instance  of  the  instinctive  faculty  in  brutes. — Local  Papers. 

November  22. — During  a  very  heavy  storm,  the  Felicity,  of  Aber- 
deen, was  driven  into  the  bay  between  Holy  Island  and  Warren,  and 
in  attempting  to  make  the  harbour,  she  got  aground,  and  afterwards 
went  to  pieces.  Duncan,  the  pilot,  had  his  thigh  bone  broken,  was 
washed  overboard  and  drowned.  The  desperate  situation  of  the  crew 
drew  a  number  of  commiserating  spectators  to  the  beach,  one  of 
whom,  Martin  Henderson,  foreman  to  Messrs.  Watson  and  son,  of 
Warren  mill,  with  an  ardour  of  philanthrophy  and  intrepidity,  propo- 
sed, if  any  would  join  him,  to  procure  a  boat  from  Bamborough  castle, 
to  attempt  the  relief  of  the  crew,  but  the  tremendous  waves  that  were 
breaking  over  the  shattered  bark,  appalled  every  other  heart,  he 
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therefore,  as  a  last  and  almost  hopeless  expedient,  tied  a  rope  loand 
his  waist,  and  giving  the  other  end  to  his  oompanions,  daimtleady 
plunged  into  the  boisterous  sea,  trusting  that  either  by  swimming  or 
the  recurrence  of  the  waves,  he  might  reach  the  vessel,  which  he 
fortunately  accomplished  ;  the  master  immediately  plunged  in  to  meet 
his  deliverer,  and  after  being  dragged  on  shore,  Henderson  twice  reton- 
ed,  and  thus  saved  the  lives  of  three  of  his  fellow-creatures,  who  must 
otherwise  inevitably  have  perished,  as  the  last  man  had  not  been  three 
minutes  on  shore,  till  the  vessel  broke  up. — Local  Papen, 

~~  1797  (Decern.  4).— Died,  William  Hemy 
Lambton,  of  Lambton,  esq.  He  was  the  dd- 
est  son  of  major-general  John  Lambton  and 
lady  Susan  Lyon,  daughter  of  the  eighth 
earl  of  Strathmore,  and  was  bom  Nov.  15th 
1764.  After  an  education  at  Eton  and  at 
Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  and  after  some 
time  spent  on  the  continent,  Mr.  Lambton, 
in  1787,  succeeded  his  father  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  city  of  Durham,  for  whidh 
he  continued  to  sit  till  his  death.  Mr. 
Lambton,  in  his  parliamentary  career,  adhered  steadily  and  honour- 
ably to  the  whig  principles,  to  which  his  family  had  been  long  attach- 
ed. He  possessed  the  natural  advantages  of  an  elegant  figure,  a 
graceful  manner,  and  a  clear  and  articulate  delivery.  A  fluent,  yet 
manly  and  nervous  eloquence,  acute  powers  of  reasoning,  and  a  fund 
of  happy  allusion  and  illustration,  drawn  from  a  mind  stored  with 
classical  acquirements,  soon  distinguished  him  from  the  herd  of  par- 
liamentary speakers,  and  commanded  the  respect  and  attention  of  the 
house,  even  at  that  bright  period  when  those  master-spirits  Pitt  and 
Fox,  each  in  his  highest  ascendant,  threw  all  minor  talent  far  into 
the  shade.  Mr.  Lambton^s  attention,  ever  vigilantly  awake  to  sub- 
jects of  constitutional  importance,  was  directed  to  no  object  more 
steadily  than  to  that  of  parliamentary  reform ;  and  in  1792  he  sign- 
ed, as  chairman,  the  '^  Declaration  and  Address  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  of  the  People,  associated  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Par- 
liamentary Beform.^^  The  views  of  the  association  were  exposed  to 
much  misinterpretation,  and  Mr.  Lambton  defended  the  principleB 
and  proceedings  of  himself  and  his  associates,  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament,  with  talent  and  with  spirit.  ^^  From  a  state  of  confu- 
sion (he  observes)  I  have  every  thing  to  lose,  and  nothing  to  gain; 
and  I  must  hope  that  neither  my  head  is  so  weak,  nor  my  heart  so 
wicked,  as  to  seek  the  misery  of  others  at  so  great  a  personal  risk. 
All  I  wish  is,  to  see  this  happy  constitution  reformed  upon  its  own 
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principles,  and  that  every  reparation  may  be  made  in  the  stile  of  the 
building.'"  The  same  principles  (it  is  almost  needless  to  add)  which 
actuated  the  whole  of  Mr.  Lambton^s  political  life,  rendered  him  ad- 
verse to  the  interference  of  the  British  government  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  France,  and  an  opponent  of  several  consequent  restrictive 
measures  at  home;  and  in  1795  his  voice  was  last  heard  in  parlia* 
ment  in  opposition  to  the  bills  for  altering  the  laws  of  treason  and 
sedition.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  Mr.  Lambton^s  friends  were 
alarmed  by  his  betraying  some  symptoms  of  a  consumptive  tendency. 
He  retired  to  the  country,  and  was  unable  to  resume  his  place  in 
parliament  after  the  Christmas  recess.  In  the  following  year  he  was 
advised  to  try  the  effects  of  a  warmer  climate,  and  embarking  with  his 
family  at  Woolwich,  in  a  neutral  vessel,  reached  Naples  after  a  voy* 
age  of  two  months.  An  Italian  air  and  sky  seemed  to  promise  a 
total  renovation  of  constitution,  and  Mr.  Lambton  proceeded  with 
renewed  health  and  spirits  to  Home.  But  there  his  strength  visibly 
declined,  and  impressed  him  with  a  fixed  presentiment  of  approach- 
ing dissolution.  He  returned  towards  Tuscany,  and  after  being  de- 
tained by  illness  at  Sienna,  reached  Pisa  on  the  30th  of  November, 
and  expired  four  days  afterwards,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  his  own  request  in  the  English  burial- 
ground  at  Leghorn.  Mr.  Lambton^s  public  life  has  been  briefly 
traced.  On  subjects  of  high  political  importance,  on  which  variety  of 
opinion  always  has  existed,  and  ever  will  exist,  he  differed  with  many 
wise  and  good  men,  and  from  the  ablest  of  his  opponents  he  received 
the  tribute  of  respect  due  to  talent  and  unblemished  integrity.  The 
praises  due  to  his  private  life  are  still  less  disputable.  In  every  do- 
mestic relation ;  in  the  spring  and  in  the  noon  of  life,  moving  in  the 
highest  rank  of  British  society,  he  stood  untainted  by  the  contagion 
of  vice  or  of  folly,  "  blameless  and  pure — and  such  was  his  renown.'' 
He  has  left  to  his  descendants  the  memory  of  his  many  virtues,  a 
mirror  to  reflect  their  honour  or  their  disgrace,  an  inheritance  purer 
and  richer  than  the  long  traced  blood,  or  the  ample  possessions  of 
their  ancient  line.  May  his  latest  posterity  emulate  his  private 
worth  and  public  integrity. — Surtees. 

1797. — Lambton  castle,  the  seat  of  the  earl  of  Durham,  was 
built.  It  occupies  an  eminence  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Wear, 
the  identical  site  of  Harraton  hall,  anciently  the  residence  of  the 
D'Arcys  and  Hedworths.  This  edifice,  erected  by  Bonomi,  is  pleas- 
antly situated  in  an  extensive  park,  seven  miles  in  circuit,  and  inter- 
sected by  the  river  Wear,  over  which  is  thrown  a  simple,  yet  elegant 
bridge,  of  one  arch.  Though  not  entirely  free  from  incongruities  in 
the  design  and  execution,  the  castle  presents  a  magnificent  appear- 
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Lambton  CiMLE,  Dorha:*. 
anoe ;  and  the  judicious  improvements  that  have  been  eflfected  by  the 
late  noble  proprietor,  add  greatly  to  the  cbastity  of  the  mimaioD, 
and  to  the  beauty  of  the  park.  The  library,  a  quadrangular  apart- 
ment of  good  proportions,  contajne  a  choice  selection  of  literature, 
and  several  family  paintings  of  excellent  character.  The  grounds  are 
disposed  in  the  most  effective  manner;  and  the  ride,  through  a, 
hanging  wood,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  is  beautifully  romantic. 
For  some  time  races  were  annually  held  in  the  park  in  October. 
They  were  commenced  in  1821,  by  the  late  earl  of  Durham,  for  the 
amusement  of  himself  and  iriends ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  gen- 
eral interest  excited,  his  lordship  threw  them  open  to  the  neighboiuv 
ing  gentry :  but  from  the  ill  health  of  the  noble  proprietor,  and  a  resi- 
dence abroad,  these  races  have  been  discontinued. 

1797. — A  patent  ropery  was,  this  year,  established  by  Messrs  Grim- 
shaw,  Webster,  and  Go.  at  Deptford  on  the  Wear.  The  machineiy  is 
worked  by  a  steam-engine  of  about  16  horses'  power,  in  a  building  of 
four  stories,  about  100  feet  long  and  30  brood — the  use  of  the  lon^ 
rope-walk  is  totally  excluded ;  and  whole  is  performed  by  the  ma- 
chinery specified  in  the  patent.  This  ropery  is  capable  of  manufac- 
turing 500  tons  of  cordage  annually,  working  only  in  the  day ;  but 
as  it  may  be  worked  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  1,000  could  be  sup- 
plied if  required.  The  advantages  recited  in  the  patent  are  to  the 
effect  that,  by  the  mode  therein  described,  the  strain  on  each  p»t  of 
the  rope  is  equalized ;  and  in  the  thread  or  yam,  the  fibres  of  the 
herap  are  dispersed  lonptudmaUj/,  and,  instead  of  being  spun  from 
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the  Mte  or  double^  are  spun  from  the  end  of  it.  In  the  gtrand^  the 
yams  are  dispersed  in  spirals,  each  yam  increasing  in  length  in  pro- 
portion to  its  distance  from  the  centre ;  and  in  the  rope  itself,  each 
strand  is  regulated  by  machinery,  so  as  to  be  made  of  equal  length, 
and  thus  every  part  is  so  disposed  as  to  afford  its  proportional  aid 
when  the  rope  is  strained.  By  experiments,  made  at  Shields,  Sun- 
derland, Liverpool,  and  London,  in  1806,  it  appeared  that  ropes 
made  by  this  machinery  possessed  nearly  double  the  strength  of  those 
of  equal  dimensions  on  the  common  principle,  and  that  the  durability 
of  the  former  in  mines,  where  they  are  exposed  to  much  friction,  yraa 
in  the  same  proportion. — Surtees^  Sfc. 

1797. — ^Bethel  chapel  (methodist  new  connexion)  Alnwick  founded. 
The  registers  of  births  and  baptisms  extending  from  1800  to  1836. — 
Bep.  of  Pari,  Com, 

Newbrough  chapel,  Northumberland,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  was 
erected  this  year,  and  is  a  well-built  pile,  with  well-squared  quoins, 
but  shapeless  withal,  and  without  bevel,  moulding,  or  mullion.  Its 
site  in  the  Stancroft  grounds  is  such  as  Devotion  itself  would  have 
chosen — sweet,  silent,  and  sequestered,  in  a  cemetery  of  more  than 
two  acres,  with  a  solitary  lane  on  one  side,  and  surrounded  with  lands 
rich  in  herbage  and  trees,  overlooked  by  distant  heights  on  every 
side.  In  a  contiguous  field  is  St.  Mary's  We%  the  mouth  of  which 
is  arched  with  masonry,  and  till  recently  had  a  bath  before  it.  This 
perennial  fountain  is  by  the  side  of  the  path  from  Newbrough  to  the 
chapel ;  and  in  old  times,  by  the  aid  of  the  Virgin,  did  many  mar- 
vellous cures  ;  and  it  is  still  credited  that  no  aquatic  reptile  can  live 
in  it.  But  this  Siloam  of  the  surrounding  villagers  is  broken  down, 
and  they  can  now  no  longer  resort  hither  to  ^*  wash  and  be  clean.**^ — 
HodgsovCs  Northd, 

The  methodist  meeting-house,  in  Walker-gate-lane,  Berwick,  was 
this  year  built.    It  is  in  the  Gothic  style. — Mackenzie, 

The  register  of  births  and  baptisms  of  the  Wesleyan  methodist  com- 
munity of  Hexham,  extend  from  1797  to  1836. — Jtep,  of  Pari.  Cam. 

Zion  chapel,  in  Sunderland,  (methodist  new  connexion)  was  this 
year  built. — Local  Bee. 

Baptist  chapel  Sunderland  founded.  The  register  of  births  ex- 
tending from  1797  to  1837.— iZ^.  of  Pari.  Com. 

This  year,  the  Close  Gate,  a  portion  of  the  walls  of  Newcastle,  was 
removed.  The  gate  has  without  doubt  received  its  name  from  being 
situate  in  the  Close,  and  the  inhabitants  of  both  sides  of  the  street  as 
far  east  as  the  Javel  Grippe,  were,  in  ancient  times  bound  to  defend  it. 
Remarkably  little  is  recorded  of  this  building,  mention  of  it  never 
occurring  until  the  time  of  the  civil  war  of  1644,  when  it  appears  to 
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have  received  considerable  damage  in  the  celebrated  eiege  of  that 
year,  for  on  order  in  common  council  occurs,  on  March  22,  1648, 
(four  years  after)  for  the  repairs  of  the  piers  of  the  arch.  In  1669 
a  list  of  old  salaries  for  the  shutting  and  opening  of  the  gates  appears 
in  the  council  books,  and  the  porter  of  this  gate  received  yearly 
13b.  4d.  for  his  care;  but  on  October  21,  1695,  an  order  occurs  for 
his  salary  (among  the  others)  being  discontinued.  In  1745,  when 
the  town  was  in  daily  expectation  of  on  attack  from  the  rebels,  this 
gate  with  some  of  the  rest,  were  built  up,  for  greater  security ;  but 
as  the  event  shewed,  such  precaution  was  needless.  Afler  the  fall  of 
the  bridge  in  February,  1771,  the  apartments  over  the  gate  were 
made  use  of  as  a  temporary  prison,  in  default  of  the  tower  on  the 
bridge,  which  had  been  occupied  for  a  like  purpose ;  but  only  three 
commitals  seem  to  be  recorded.  The  first  is  a  man  for  assaulting  a 
boy  in  September,  1 775,  and  in  December,  in  the  same  year,  on  a 
Thursday  night,  George  Ramsay,  who  was  in  custody  for  not  appear- 
ing to  his  bankruptcy,  with  another,  for  robbing  a  till.  These  two 
last  would  appear  to  have  been  confined  in  the  upper  apartment,  for 
by  cutting  a  hole  in  the  ceiling,  they  escaped  by  the  roof,  unobserved. 
In  1794  the  prisoners  were  allowed  two  pence  per  day,  as  in  Newgate, 
the  great  prison  of  the  town.  Three  years  after,  we  reach  the  time 
of  its  removal,  when  it  appears  that  its  ctajm  as  the  defender  of  our 
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forefathers,  the  seen  of  ages,  and  its  historical  importance,  formed 
with  those  in  power  no  arguments  to  be  compared  to  those  adduced 
by  the  trafficker,  who  asserted,  and  perhaps  with  truth,  that  his  mer- 
chandize could  not  pass  the  arch,  and  that  it  interfered  with  their 
convenience.  It  was  however  voted  to  destruction,  and  soon  disap- 
peared. It  was  a  gloomy,  massive  and  lofty  structure,  four  stories 
in  height,  and  contained  three  rooms  one  above  the  other.  Owing 
perhaps  to  the  narrowness  of  the  street,  there  were  no  apartments 
on  the  ground  flour,  the  archway  occupying  two  thirds  of  its  width. 
The  rooms  were  lighted  by  three  smaU  windows  on  the  side  fronting 
the  east,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  plain  on  the  outer  face ;  but 
the  upper  apartment  seems  to  have  been  lighted  in  the  south  by 
two  small  windows  of  the  same  size  as  the  others.  The  entrance 
into  the  tower  is  supposed  to  have  been  by  a  door^way  within  the 
arch. — MS,  Col. 

1798  (Jan.  3). — The  new  theatre  at  North  Shields  was  opened. 
Gawdell^s  (the  manager)  occasional  address  was  well  received,  as 
were  the  new  comedy  of  "  A  Cure  far  the  Heart  Ache^  and  the  farce  of 
^^  Lock  and  Key 7^  The  house  was  not  so  crowded  as  was  expected, 
though  very  respectable.  January  8th,  being  fixed  for  the  masonic 
opening  of  this  theatre,  the  procession,  which  was  most  numerous 
and  respectable,  took  place  from  the  Star  and  Garter,  where  the  Zion 
lodge  was  held.  The  new  comedy  of  ^^  Wvce^  a8  they  noere^  and  Maids  as 
they  are^''  was  performed.  The  house  was  nearly  a  hmaper^  and  every 
part  of  the  performance  went  off  with  general  echt.  Cawdell^s  new 
song  of  "  The  Dutchmanis  jacket  fresh  trimmed^  or  the  Cuffs  for  the 
Cape^  was  requested  by  the  brethren,  and  sung  by  the  author  with 
the  usual  applause. — Local  Papers. 

January  25. — In  the  evening  of  this  day  (Thursday),  between  nine 
and  ten  o'^clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Elliott,  hatter, 
in  Dean  street,  Newcastle,  which,  in  a  few  minutes  communicated  to 
the  dwelling-house  above,  occupied  by  Mr.  Matthew  Brown,  printer, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  extended  to  that  of  Mr.  John  Bankin,  both 
of  which  were  entirely  destroyed.  The  flames  spread  with  such  dread- 
ful rapidity,  that  only  a  few  trifling  articles  of  furniture  could  be  se- 
cured, and  Mr.  Brown'^s  family  did  not  save  any  of  their  clothes,  ex- 
cept those  they  wore  when  the  fire  was  discovered.  On  the  first 
alarm,  a  drum  was  beat  to  arms,  on  which  the  military  attended  and 
rendered  very  essential  service.  The  fibre  at  one  time,  raged  with  such 
tremendous  violence,  that  the  Shakspeare  tavern,  and  the  buildings 
on  the  lower  side,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  appeared  to  be  in  the 
most  imminent  danger ;  but,  fortunately,  they  suffered  no  consider- 
able degree  of  injury,  though  the  destruction  of  furniture,  &c.,  by  their 
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hasty  removal,  was  very  greivous  to  the  owners.  On  the  29th,  Mr- 
Elliot,  in  who^e  shop  the  fire  had  originated,  was  taken  into  custody, 
on  a  charge  of  having  wilfully  occasioned  the  same  ;  and  after  a  long 
examination,  before  the  magistrates,  he  was  fully  committed  for  trial. 
At  the  assizes  in  August,  he  removed  his  trial  by  Haheas  CarpuSy 
from  the  town  to  the  county,  and  was  acquitted. — Local  Papers. 

1798. — (January). — Died,  at  South  Shields,  Ann  Patterson,  aged 
1 02  years. — Ibid. 

January. — Died,  in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  Mr.  James  Palmer,  a 
celebrated  vendor  of  nagtrums  and  qwiet  medicines^  known  by  the 
name  of  Doctor  Palmer.  He  was  100  years  of  age,  and  for  the  last 
30  years  of  his  life,  he  was  so  far  from  adhering  to  the  rules  generally 
esteemed  essential  to  the  preservation  of  health,  that  he  seldom  went 
to  bed  sober.  He  served  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  royal  army,  in 
the  year  1715,  and  at  the  age  of  73,  with  only  five  shillings  in  his 
pocket,  walked  from  Newcastle  to  London,  and  back  again,  in  the 
short  space  of  eleven  days,  one  of  which  he  spent  in  the  metropolis. — 
Ibid. 

February  5. — ^Died,  at  Newhouse,  near  Eshe,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  the  rev.  Ferdinand  Ashmall,  a  Roman  catholic  clergyman, 
in  the  104th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  73d  of  his  ministry. — Moniify 
Mag. 

Same  day,  the  new  clock  in  All  Saints^  steeple,  Newcastle,  was  put 
in  motion.  It  was  allowed  to  be  a  beautiful  piece  of  mechanism.  On 
the  front  of  the  dock,  in  the  inside  of  the  steeple,  is  a  plate  with  the 
following  inscription : — ^'  This  clock  was  made  by  order  of  the  trustees 
for  building  this  church,  by  John  Thwaites,  Glerkenwell,  London, 
1797.  Samuel  Lawton,  clerk  and  treasurer,  for  John  Greaves,  Quay- 
side, Newcastle.*" — Local  Papers. 

February  11. — ^The  Roman  catholic  chapel  in  PilgrimHstreet,  New* 
castle,  was  opened  for  divine  service,  on  which  occasion  the  rev. 
James  Worswick,  assisted  by  several  French  emigrant  clergymen, 
officiated  at  the  celebration  of  high  mass,  being,  it  is  supposed,  the 
first  performed  in  Newcastle  since  the  reformation.  The  choir  was 
composed  of  the  rev.  John  Yates,  of  Eshe,  near  Durham ;  the  rev. 
John  Bell,  author  of  Wanderings  of  the  Human  Intellect,  published 
in  Newcastle  in  1814 ;  the  rev.  Thomas  Lupton ;  the  rev.  George 
Barrett ;  and  the  rev.  Basil  Barrett,  author  of  the  Life  of  Oardinal 
Ximenes,  published  in  Newcastle,  1813.  AH  these  gentlemen  were 
then  students  at  Crook  Hall  college,  and  had  been  prisoners  in 
France.  The  chapel  is  a  brick  building,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew. 
It  is  85  feet  in  length,  35^  feet  in  bread^,  and  24  feet  in  height,  and 
is  lighted  by  six  large  Gothic  windows  on  the  south  side.    At  the 
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vteat  end  la  a  large  gallery,  ia  which  a  fine-toned  organ,  built  by 
Donaldson,  was  placed  in  1802.  Mr.  Worewick,  who  is  a  much  res- 
pected and  benevolent  clergyman,  still  officiates  in  this  chapel,  which 
has  recently  received  some  very  beautiful  und  extensive  additions. — 
Macimizie,  Sec. 

1798  (Feb). — As  some  workmen  were  digging  on  the  Law-hill,  at 
South  Shields,  the  property  of  Nicholas  Fairies,  esq.,  they  discovered 
the  renuuns  of  a  Boman  hypocaust.  A  sketch  tokeD  at  the  time  was 
in  possession  of  Mr,  Fairies,  with  some  fragments  of  the  masonry, 
which  oonaisted  of  brick  and  dressed  freestone,  intermingled ;  the 
lowest  course  was  of  rough  whinstone  evidently  brought  from  the 
shore,  as  the  bamaoles  {patalla  viUgata)  were  etiU  adhering  to  them. 
A  beautiful  gold  ooin  of  Maroua  Aurelius,  and  several  small  braes 
ooins  from  Claudius  Oothicus  to  Valentioian,  which  were  dug  up  at 
the  same  time,  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Fairies. — Suriees. 

February  11. — Died,  at  Dipton,  in  the  parish  of  Lanchcster,  Ca- 
therine Johnson,  in  the  106th  year  of  her  age. — Local  Papers. 

February  1 7. — At  a  meeting  of  the  governors,  stewards,  and  bre- 
thren of  the  Jratemity  of  Hostmen  of  Newcastle,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  subscribed  by  this  company 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  in  aid  of  government,  for  the  defence  of 
this  oomitiy ;  and  that  the  like  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  conti- 
nued annually  during  the  war,  so  long  as  the  funds  of  the  company 
would  admit  of  it. — Ibid. 

February  19. — The  baptist  chapel,  at  the  head  of  the  Tuthill- 
st^rs,  Newcastle,  was  opened  for  divine  service.  The  foundation- 
stone  was  laid  on  the  17th  of  July  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
ohapel  measures  66  feet  in  length,  and  44>  feet  in  breadth,  and  cost 
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in  building  ^1300.  Half  of  this  sura  waa  contributed  by  one  gepe- 
rous  member  of  the  body,  Hichard  Fishwick,  esq.,  who  also  paid 
dE'iOO,  to  rescue  the  property  belonging  to  the  congregation  from  the 
hands  into  which  it  had  fallen  by  the  death  of  the  former  trustee. 
This  property  was  purchased  by  the  Baptists  in  1725,  and  extends 
6^  yards  on  the  eaat  side  of  the  Tuthill-stairs,  and  is  43  yards  in 
breadth.  On  it  was  a  very  large  and  highly  ornamented  room, 
which,  from  some  figures  on  the  wainscotting,  seems  to  have  been 
built  in  the  year  1585.  This  room  must  have  been  used  as  a  place 
of  worship  previous  to  the  revolution,  when  the  corporation  occasion- 
ally  attended  meeting-houses  ^  for  affixed  to  the  old  pews  were  two 
hands,  for  holding  the  maco  and  sword.  Above  this  room  was  a 
dwelling-house,  and  a  vestry  adjoining  to  it.  A  portion  of  the  ex- 
tenor  of  this  building  is  represented  in  the  annexed  engraving. — 
Mackenzie. 


1 798  (Feb.  22).-At  a  meeting  of  the  common  council  in  I^ewcastle, 
it  was  resolved  "that  five  hundred  pounds  should  be  annually  sub- 
scribed towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  government  during  the  war; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  corporation  to  make  this  sacrifice 
of  its  revenue,  the  residence  of  the  mayor  in  the  Manaion-house,  and 
all  the  occasional  public  entertainments  heretofore  given  there,  shall. 
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aft^  Michaelmas  next,  be  discontinued  during  the  present  calamitous 
state  of  the  country .'' — Local  Papers. 

1798  (March  2). — Was  launched  from  Southwick  Quay,  on  the 
river  Wear,  the  ship,  Lord  Duncan,  the  largest  vessel  ever  built  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  port  of  Sunderland ;  her  extreme  length  being  143 
feet  10  inches,  her  breadth  39  feet,  and  admeasuring  925  13-94ths. 
tons.  Towards  her  completion,  serious  apprehensions  were  entertain- 
ed for  her  safety  in  launching,  from  the  narrowness  and  shallowness  of 
the  river.  These  difficulties,  however,  were  overcome  by  deepening 
that  part  of  its  bed  which  her  prow  would  first  strike,  and  by  laying 
afloat  several  stop-beams,  fastened  with  ropes,  so  as  to  gradually  im- 
pede her  velocity,  and  ultimately  bring  her  up.  Thousands  of  specta- 
tors covered  the  borders  of  the  river,  many  of  whom  on  the  south  side 
were  ingulphed  to  the  middle,  by  the  rising  of  the  water  on  receiving 
this  ponderous  body.  She  sailed  on  the  13th  of  July,  1798,  for  Lon- 
don, where  she  remained  unemployed  till  1800,  when  she  sailed  for 
Smyrna  and  was  ilxere  taken  into  government  service  till  August  1802. 
In  1806  she  was  chartered  for  the  West  Indies,  and  was  accidentally 
blown  up  at  Port-au-Prince  in  1807.  By  this  unfortunate  event, 
WilKam  Havelock,  esq.,  the  owner  sustained  a  loss  of  upwards  of 
^30,000.— i»tW. 

This  month,  an  elegant  silver  medal,  at  the  expense  of  the  town 
of  Sunderland,  was  presented  to  John  Crawford,  a  native  of  that 
place,  who  so  heroically  nailed  Admiral  Duncan'^s  flag  to  the  mast,  in 
the  action  off  Camperdown.  On  one  side  was  engraved  a  view  of  two 
ships  in  action,  with  a  scroll  at  the  top,  "  Duncan  and  Glory ;  ^  on 
the  reverse,  a  coat  of  arms,  a  quadrant  on  the  shield,  the  motto, 
**  Orbis  est  Dei^^  with  this  inscription  underneath,  "  The  town  of  Sun- 
derland, to  John  Crawford,  for  gaUant  services  the  1 1th  of  October, 

n^ir—iud. 

April. — The  aspect  of  affairs  at  this  period  was  peculiarly  alarming, 
especially  in  maritime  districts,  where  the  utmost  exertions  were 
deemed  necessary  to  meet  impending  invasion ;  whilst  our  ports  were 
infested  with  press-gangs,  and  our  coasts  covered  with  military  camps 
— ^when  to  our  regular  army  and  county  militias,  were  added  auxilia- 
ries of  every  description — with  the  French  daily  expected  to  land,  and 
with  the  Irish  in  open  insurrection — at  this  crisis  was  formed  the 
loyal  corps  of  Hexham  volunteer  infantry.  Both  the  Durham  and 
Northumberland  fencibles  were  sent  to  Ireland,  where  they  were  soon 
engaged  in  actual  hostilities. — Jos,  Ridley* s  M8S. 

April  2. — Died,  at  Grateshead,  Mr.  William  Hilton,  aged  72  years, 
whose  poetical  talents,  integrity,  and  a  manly  resignation  to  accumu- 
lated misfortunes,  won  him  the  esteem  of  a  numerous  and  respectable 
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acquaintance.      His  ^^  Poetical  Works,'*'*  in  2  yoIb.  Syo.,  were  pab* 
lished  in  Newcastle  in  1775  and  1779. — Local  Papers. 

1798  (April  21).— Died,  in  Newcastle,  Mr.  Joseph  Booth,  aged  82 
years.  He  was  formerly  a  traveller  to  a  considerable  manufactory 
in  that  town ;  and  among  other  eccentricities  of  character,  gave  rise 
to  the  well-known  story  on  which  was  founded  the  ludicrous  &ioe, 
called  **  Ducks  o/nd  Green  Peas.'''* — Ibid. 

May  3. — ^A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcasile,  was  conyened 
by  the  mayor,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  armed  association  for  it8 
defence.  July  Slst,  the  members  who  had  enrolled  themselyes  for 
this  purpose,  were  drawn  out  on  the  town  moor,  and  formed  into 
eight  companies  under  the  command  of  sir  Matthew  White  Bidley, 
bart.  Their  uniform  was  a  blue  jacket,  white  trowsers,  and  a  round 
hat. — Ibid. 

May  4. — The  Morpeth  volunteers  were  embodied,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  John  Bell, — ^the  officers  were  John  Wilson,  William 
Wilson,  Benjamin  Woodman,  and  William  Hawdon. — Hodg9(nCi 
Northd. 

May  13. — The  service  on  the  organ  at  Grateshead  church  was  per- 
formed by  a  son  of  B.  S.  Hawks,  esq.,  (afterwards  sir  Bobert  Shafto 
Hawks,  knt.),  of  that  place,  who  wajs  only  seven  years  of  age,  and 
lost  his  sight  in  early  infancy.  His  performance  gave  a  most  amazing 
proof  of  musical  genius  and  early  proficiency. — Loctd  Papers. 

May  17. — Being  Ascension  day,  the  right  worshipful  Anthony 
Hood,  esq.,  mayor  of  Newcastle,  and  several  of  the  aldermen,  sor- 
veyed,  according  to  ancient  custom,  the  boundaries  of  their  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  river  Tyne.  The  procession,  consisting  of  the  barges  of 
the  corporation  and  river  jury,  accompanied  by  boats,  &c.,  suitably 
decorated,  set  out  on  the  morning,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Clifford's 
Fort,  were  received  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison  with  a  file  of  men 
under  arms,  and  salutes  from  the  ships  in  the  harbour  and  gnns  on 
shore.  An  experiment  was  tried  with  the  keel  fitted  up  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Bow,  to  act  as  a  gun  vessel  under  the  direction  of  captain  Tath- 
am  of  the  navy,  and  in  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  keel-owners. 
This  vessel  completely  answered  the  expectations  formed  of  her,  and 
while  the  procession  remained  at  the  fort,  she  was  brought  forward 
and  fired  several  shots  with  great  certainty  as  to  the  direction,  from 
a  long  eighteen-pounder  in  her  bow ;  after  which  the  sails  were  set, 
and  she  was  taken  over  the  bar,  and  made  several  tacks,  and  after- 
wards wrought  into  the  harbour  in  a  manner  that  surprised  all  the 
nautical  persons  who  saw  it,  and  left  no  doubt  that  keels  fitted  up  in 
the  same  manner,  might  be  employed  so  as  to  prevent  a  privateer 
coming  near  this  port.     The  keel  was  fitted  with  a  bulwark  all 


I 


A.  D.  1798.]  TABLE   BOOK.  405 

round  the  gunwale,  and  had  a  flat  deck ;  she  was  wrought  by  seven 
oars  on  each  side,  and  sailed  under  two  lug  sails  with  topsails.  Two 
long  boats  fitted  after  captain  Schank^s  plan,  one  with  a  carronade, 
the  other  with  a  long  six-pounder  were  also  exhibited. — Local  Papers. 
1798  (May  27)  •—Mr.  Charlton  Nesbit,  a  native  of  Swalwell,  near 
Newcastle,  and  who  had  been  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bewick,  received 
from  the  Society  of  Arts,  London,  a  silver  pallet,  for  engraving  Mr. 
Robert  Johnson^s  drawing  of  St.  Nicholas  church,  in  Newcastle,  on 
twelve  blocks  united  in  one.  May  25th,  1802,  Mr.  Nesbit  received 
from  the  same  society,  a  silver  medal  for  engravings  on  wood.  A 
scene  fa  Tasso's  "  Jerusalem  Delivered.'  He  also  engraved  on  wood 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bewick  for  Mr.  Chamley's  edition  of  Bew- 
ick's *  Select  Fables  of  -ffisop  and  others.'' — Ihid. 

Same  day,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  the  silver  medal 
were  given  to  Mr.  William  Featherstonhaugh,  of  Lambton,  near 
Ghester-le-Street,  for  a  description,  a  drawing  and  a  model  of  a 
machine  invented  by  him  to  counterbalance  the  ropes  used  in  the 
shafts  of  mines. — Ibid. 

June. — Military  encampments  were  formed  on  the  coasts  of  Dur- 
ham and  Northumberland.  The  camps  broke  up  the  beginning  of 
October. — lUd. 

July  16. — ^Between  two  and  three  this  afternoon,  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Newcastle  was  deluged  with  one  of  the  most  violent 
showers  of  rain  ever  remembered,  which  continued  for  above  half  an 
hour.  About  the  middle  of  it,  there  was  a  single  clap  of  thunder, 
accompanied  by  a  single  flash  of  lightning  most  astonishingly  vivid, 
which  killed  six  sheep  belonging  to  Mr.  Willens,  of  North  Dissington, 
near  Ponteland. — Monthly  Mag. 

August  7. — Died,  at  Sunderland,  John  Dobson,  at  the  extraordi- 
nary age  of  113  years. — Local  Papers. 

August  18. — Died,  at  Monkwearmouth,  John  Fish,  aged  101 
years. — Ibid. 

September  7. — An  alarming  fire  broke  out  on  board  the  Joseph 
and  Mary,  of  South  Shields,  then  lying  at  anchor  near  the  Mill-dam. 
The  vessel  was  consumed  dearly  to  the  waters'  edge. — Ibid. 

October  6. — In  consequence  of  the  signal  victory  obtained  by 
admiral  Nelson,  over  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  an 
illumination  took  place  in  Newcastle,  when  many  transparencies, 
with  appropriate  devices,  were  displayed. — Ibid. 

October  15. — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  hay-stack  at  a  farm  caUed 
Wheat-hill,  near  Swinbum  castle,  Northumberland,  which,  together 
with  eleven  corn-stacks,  was  totally  consumed. — Ibid. 

October  26. — Died,  the  rev.  Henry  Latton,  vicar  of  Woodhom 
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and  Felton,  Northumberland.  He  was  descended  from  on  andent 
ancestry,  and  his  father  had  filled  a  diplomatic  office  at  a  foreign 
court.  Mr.  L.  was  not  destitute  of  amiable  qualities ;  but  was  un- 
happily attached  to  the  pleasures  of  the  turf,  and  finished  his  course 
at  Newbiggin  races.  In  1828  his  eldest  daughter,  then  in  indigent 
circumstances,  published  an  affecting  narrative,  under  the  title  of 
Mara, — Jo8,  Bidley's  M8S. 

1798  (Nov.  26). — A  dry  dock  for  the  repairing  of  ships,  one  of  the 
most  complete  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom,  was  opened  at  South 
Shields,  by  Mr.  Simon  Temple,  junior ;  on  which  occasion  an  ox  was 
roasted  whole,  and  plenty  of  ale  distributed  to  the  numerous^woi^- 
men. — Local  Papers. 

November. — The  Joseph  and  Hannah,  a  small  collier,  belonging  to 
Sunderland,  sailed  from  Portsmouth  with  five  others ;  they  had  not 
been  long  at  sea  before  a  lugger  privateer  made  its  appearance,  and 
attacked  the  Joseph,  the  other  colliers  made  the  best  of  their  way. 
The  privateer  ordered  the  Joseph  to  strike,  which  he  not  complying 
with,  they  fired  into  him  instantly ;  the  collier  returned  the  fire,  with 
only  two  small  swivels  and  one  4-pounder,  and  did  some  execution. 
Unfortunately  they  could  not  get  the  priming  to  lie  on  the  touch-holes 
of  the  swivels,  which  soon  rendered  them  useless.  By  some  contri- 
vance, they  covered  the  4f-pounder  with  a  sail,  in  order  to  keep  it 
clear  of  the  wind.  While  this  was  doing  the  privateer  ran  alongside, 
when  one  of  the  collier^s  men  coming  up  with  a  red  hot  poker,  in 
order  to  fire  the  gun,  seeing  one  man  in  the  act  of  boarding,  immed- 
iately ran  the  poker  into  his  mouth,  and  tumbled  him  into  the  sea, 
where  he  met  his  fate.  By  this  time  the  collier  had  swung  his  bow- 
sprit across  the  enemy,  and  his  main  chains  catching  hold  of  her,  be- 
ing clinker  built,  the  sheathing  gave  way,  and  tore  her  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  in  a  few  minutes  she  parted  in  two,  and  went  with  her  crew 
to  the  bottom,  before  any  assistance  could  be  given.  The  captain 
of  the  collier,  was  at  this  time,  laid  on  his  back  steering  the  ship,  and 
only  two  men  assisted  on  deck,  as  the  others  had  been  wounded  in 
the  action.  The  privateer  mounted  eight  guns,  and  had  45  men  on 
board.    The  collier  only  five  men  and  boys. — Ibid. 

December  16. — ^Died,  at  Hexham,  old  Francis  Bell,  parish  cleric, 
which  office  he  had  held  for  about  fifty  years.  It  was  Sunday,  and 
he  had  ascended  the  belfry  apparently  in  his  usual  health  and  was 
sitting  with  the  other  bell-ringers  about  ten  o^dock,  ready  to  com- 
mence the  morning  peal:  but  before  they  had  begun  to  ring,  old 
Frank  had  ceased  to  live. — Jos.  BidUjfs  M8S. 

This  year,  the  Baptist  Chapel,  in  Sans  street,  Sunderland,  was 
built. — Local  Papers. 
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1798. — State  of  the  trade  of  the  port  of  Newcastle  in  the  year 
ending  December  25 : 

Ships^  Coasttmse^  Over  seUy  Total. 

Inwards       -  1091  -  248  -  1338 

Outwards     -  4738  -  670  -  5308 

Exclusive  of  ships  which  had  no  lading* 
Goals  cleared  outward : 
Coastwise.  Over  sea.  Total. 

395,960  44,460  440,420 

Chaldrons,  of  53  hundred  weight  each. 
The  quantity  coastwise  was  greatly  short  of  the  year  preceding,  and 
that  over  sea  exceeded  it. — Monthly  Mag. 

Bethel  chapel,  (Methodist  new  connexion)  Manor-chare,  now  Salem 
chapel.  Hood-street,  Newcastle,  founded.  The  registers  of  births  and 
baptisms,  456  entries,  extending  from  1798  to  1837. — Bep  of  Pari.  Com. 

In  consequence  of  the  alarming  circumstances  of  the  times,  an 
armed  association  took  place  at  Stockton,  consisting  of  three  com- 
panies, Bowland  Webster,  esq.,  major-conunandant.  They  were 
denominated  the  Loyal  Stockton  volunteers,  and  their  services  were 
confined  to  the  protection  of  the  town. — Brewster. 

The  old  gate  called  Sandgate,  (part  of  the  town  wall)  which  stood 
across  the  east  end  of  the  Quay,  Newcastle,  was  this  year  removed 
by  order  of  the  magistrates,  to  widen  the  street,  which,  on  account  of 
the  vast  number  of  carriages  passing  and  repassing,  was  inconvenient 
and  dangerous  to  foot  passengers. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  a  gentleman,  a  stranger  to  Berwick,  instead  of  riding 
dowh  the  high  street  of  Oastle-gate,  in  his  way  to  that  town  in  a 
dark  night,  and  there  then  being  no  lamps  lighted  in  that  quarter, 
rode  down  that  part  of  this  suburb  called  Wind-mUl-hole.  After 
having  passed  all  the  buildings  to  the  right,  the  lights  in  the  windows 
at  Tweedmouth  came  in  view,  which  he,  unfortunately  mistaking  for 
those  of  Berwick,  pushed  his  horse  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  bank 
of  the  river  Tweed,  and  still  urging  the  animal  on,  both  were  preci- 
pitated to  the  bottom,  a  descent  of  upwards  of  150  feet,  two-thirds 
of  which  is  a  perpendicular ;  and,  wonderful  to  relate,  although  the 
horses^  brains  were  dashed  out,  yet  the  rider  escaped  unhui*t,  and 
climbed  np  another  part  of  the  ascent,  carrying  his  saddle  and  bridle 
idong  with  him. — Fuller'*s  Berwick. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  having  been  informed  of 
the  great  number  of  lives  that  had  been  saved  by  the  use  of  the 
South  Shields  life-boat,  when  ships  had  been  stranded  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,  did,  with  sentiments  of  philanthropy  and  generosity 
that  do  honour  to  his  name,  this  year,  make  a  volunt'ary  offer  to  the 
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BhipowDCTs,  &c.  of  North  Shields,  of  a  boat  of  a  siaiilw  constntction 
to  that  at  South  Shields,  to  be  kept  at  the  north  side,  for  the  pre- 
aervation  of  the  life  of  seamea,  in  cases  of  shipwreck ;  and  also  to 
BubBcribe  ^20  annually  towards  defraying  the  expenses  that  would 
attend  it. — Local  Papers. 

This  year,  an  Armed  Association  was  formed  in  the  city  of  Dm- 
hom.  About  500  of  the  inhabitants  enrolled  themselves,  from  whom 
a  very  efficient  corps  of  300  men  were  selected,  Ralph  John  Fenwick, 
esq.  lieut.-colonel  oommandant.  The  colours  were  presented  by  lady 
Milbank,  Oct.  lOtb,  this  year.  A  corps  of  cavalry  was  soon  afttr 
raised  under  the  command  of  Henry  Methold,  esq.  Both  corps  re- 
mained embodied  till  May,  1802. — Surteei. 


Anderson  place,  Ni 


1799  (Jan.  3). — The  Newcastle  Armed  Association  were  drawn  up 
in  the  Nuns'  field  behind  Anderson  Place,  in  that  town,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  an  elegant  pair  of  colours,  which  were  presented  to 
them  by  lady  Ridley,  who,  in  an  elegant  speech,  oddreaaed  the  col- 
onel, to  which  sir  M.  W,  Ridley,  hart.,  made  a  suitable  reply,  after 
which,  he  addresaed  the  corps  at  oonraderable  length,  m  a  speech 
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fraught  with  loyalty.  Lady  Ridley  also  presented  a  standard  to  the 
troop  of  horse  attaohed  to  the  infantry,  which  was  suitably  acknow- 
ledged by  captain  Burden  (afterwards  sir  Thomas  Burden,  knt.),  after 
which  he  addressed  the  troop.  The  ground  was  kept  by  the  New- 
castle volunteers,  and  the  ceremony  was  conducted  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  people  assem- 
bled on  the  occasion.  A  commodious  gallery  was  erected  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  ladies,  which  extended  the  whole  length  of 
the  Turk'^s  Head  long-room  and  the  old  theatre.  After  receiving 
the  colours,  the  corps  fired  three  excellent  vollies;  the  Newcastle 
Volunteers  then  formed  a  line,  in  the  front  of  which  the  Association 
marched  from  the  field.  The  corps  afterwards  partook  of  an  elegant 
entertainment  provided  at  Brodie's,  the  Turk'^s  Head  inn,  at  which  the 
general  and  the  staff  of  the  district,  and  many  other  officers  and  gentle- 
men of  distinction  were  present.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  splendid 
ball  at  the  assembly  rooms,  under  the  patronage  of  Lady  Ridley. — 
Local  Papers. 

1 799  (Jan.  3). — Died,  at  Craike,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  104  years,  Simeon  EUerton.  He  was  a  noted  pedes- 
trian, and  was  often  employed  by  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  on 
commissions  to  London,  and  other  places,  which  he  always  executed  on 
foot  with  fidelity  and  diligence.  He  lived  in  a  isieat  stone  cottage  of  his 
own  building,  and  what  was  remarkable,  he  had  literally  carried  it  on 
his  own  head  !  it  being  his  practice  to  bring  home  from  every  journey, 
the  most  proper  stone  he  could  pick  up  on  the  road,  until  he  had  ac- 
cumulated a  sufficient  quantity  to  erect  his  habitation,  by  which  time, 
although  the  motive  had  ceased,  this  practice  had  grown  so  much 
into  a  habit,  that  he  imagined  he  could  travel  the  better  for  having  a 
weight  upon  his  head,  and  he  seldom  came  home  without  some  load- 
ing. If  any  person  enquired  his  reason,  he  used  facetiously  to  answer 
"  Tis  to  keep  on  my  hatr — Local  Mec. 

January   27. Died,  suddenly,  the  rev.  George  Busby,  minister 

and  master  of  the  free  grammar  school  at  Hexham.  As  this  extra- 
ordinary man  was  not  much  known  beyond  the  province  in  which  he 
lived,  justice  demands  that  an  acknowledgement  be  made  to  his  de- 
parted genius.  His  talents  as  a  writer,  had  he  not  lived  in  a  country 
clouded  with  local  prejudices,  would  have  placed  him  at  the  head  of 
the  composers  of  sermons.  No  preacher  could  be  more  a  master  of 
the  passions :  he  could  always  command  the  tears  of  his  congrega- 
tion. His  works  had  at  once  the  piety  and  pleasing  simplicity  of 
Addison ;  the  logic  of  Blair ;  and  many  of  the  fine  sentimental  touches 
of  Sterne.  His  temper,  which  was  warm,  was  ill-calculated  for  his 
office  as  master  of  the  grammar  school.     As  a  teacher  he  expected 
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that  cleamoss  of  comprehension  in  a  boy  which  tnaturer  yean  only 
could  give.  Such,  indeed,  was  his  austerity,  that  for  several  years  the 
grammar  school  was  without  a  eingle  pupil :  his  admirers  were,  how- 
ever, enthusiastic;  but  his  enemies  were  inveterate  and  implacable; 
even  to  them  his  loss  as  a  preacher  was  severely  felt. — Monthly  Ma^. 
1799  (Feb.  9). — This  was  a  most  dreadful  stormy  day,  ao  much 
80,  that  (being  Saturday)  no  carts  could  get  to  Newcastle  market.^ 
Local  Papen. 

March  10. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  work-shop  of  Mr,  Laing,  ship- 
builder, at  Monkwearmouth-shore.  It  raged  with  such  violence,  that 
all  the  stores  therein,  consisting  of  pitch,  tar,  oakum,  &;o.,  with  the 
workmen's  tools,  were  totally  destroyed,  before  it  coidd  be  got  under. 
Unfortunately  Mr.  Laing'a  office  was  in  the  [o^miaes,  and  all  his 
books,  papers,  &;c.  were  consumed. — Local  Bee. 

March  15. — A  handsome  brig  of  375  tons  burthen,  was  launched 
from  the  building-yard  of  Mr.  Bruce  at  Tweedmouth,  and  was  the 
largest  ever  built  at  that  place. — Local  Papers. 

March  26. — Died,  at  the  Leazes,  near  Newcastle,  ofapulmonaiy 
complaint,  aged  46  years,  Mr.  John  Howard,  author  of  "  A  Treatise 
on  Spherical  Geometry,  1798,"  and  several  other  ingenious  math- 
ematical and  poetical  performances.  He  was  interred  in  St.  John's 
church-yard,  in  Newcastle. — Ibid. 

April  1. — Some  wag  drew  a  great  concourse  of  people  to  the  Forth, 
in  Newcastle,  by  posting  up  handbills  about  the  town  and  neighboar- 
hood,  stating,  that  there  was  to  be  a  boxing  match.  Pitmen,  Keel- 
men,  and  others,  poured  in  from  a  considerable  distance,  to  the  great 
entertainment  of  the  publicans  in  the  town,  who  knew  from  experience, 
that  a  disappointment  of  this  kind  makes  a  man  thirsty, — Ihid. 

April    18.— Matthew    White    Sidley, 
esq.  (grandfather  to  the  present  baronet), 
attained  his   21st  year,    on  which  occa- 
sion, the  bells  in  the  different  churches 
in    Newcastle     were    rung    at    intemJ* 
during  the  day,  and  the  utmost  festivity 
reigned  at  the  hospitable  mansion  at  Blag- 
don.      The  day  was  also  celebrated  nith 
unusual   glee  at  Blyth,    where  a  grand 
dinner  was  given  to  the  principal  inhab- 
itants, and   in  the  evening  there  was  a 
general  illumination.      It  may  not  perhaps  be  unworthy  of  remait, 
that  to  distinguish  more  particularly  this  joyous  event,  a  large  flag 
was  hoisted  on  the  highest  vane  of  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  New- 
castle.— Ibid. 
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1799  (May  29). — A  fire  broke  out  in  a  farm-house  inhabited  by 
Mark  Jobson,  hind  to  Mr.  Robert  Jobson,  of  Elswick,  near  Newcastle, 
which  in  a  short  time  consumed  the  same,  and  also  a  cow  confined  in 
one  of  the  out-houses.  Mrs.  Jobson  was  severely  burnt  in  endeavour- 
ing to  extricate  the  poor  animal  from  the  flames. — Local  Papers, 

This  month,  died,  in  Newcastle,  John  Jackson,  a  free-meter,  an 
eccentric  character,  well  known  by  the  name  of  ^^^  Beau  Jackson.^ 
He  applied  to  the  parish  officers  of  St.  Nicholas^  for  relief  which  was 
granted  to  him.  After  his  death,  cash  to  the  amount  of  ^100.  was 
found  in  his  apartment. — Ibid. 

July. — ^At  Stockton,  as  some  hay  makers  were  at  work  in  a  field, 
they  were  suddenly  alarmed  by  a  prodigious  whirlwind,  which  carried 
many  hundred  weight  of  hay  to  an  immense  perpendicular  \ie\^i,~Ibid. 

July  22. — Mary  Nicholson,  was  executed  at  Durham,  for  poisoning 
her  mistress.  The  rope  broke  at  the  moment  of  her  suspension,  and 
it  was  near  an  hour  before  another  could  be  procured. — Ibid. 

July  25. — Died,  in  the  31st  year  of  his  age,  John  Tweddell,  M.A. 
The  rev.  Bobt.  Tweddell,  of  Threapwood,  has  hallowed  the  memory 
of  his  distinguished  brother,  John  Tweddell,  by  the  publication  of  a 
work,  in  quarto,  in  1815,  entitled — ^^  Remains  of  the  late  John  Twed- 
dell, Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  being  a  selection  of  his 
letters,  &c.,  together  with  a  re-publication  of  his  Prolusiones  Juven- 
iles ;  ^  with  a  memoir  of  the  author  prefixed,  by  which  affectionate 
memorial  it  appears  that  Threapwood  has  the  honour  of  being  the 
birth-place  of  that  '*  accomplished  scholar  and  gentleman,^^  and  inde- 
fatigable traveller.  At  nine  years  old  he  entered  the  school  of  the 
rev.  Matt.  Raine,  of  Hartforth,  near  Richmond;  afterwards  was  a 
short  time  with  Dr.  Parr ;  and  then  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
where,  in  1788,  he  gained  all  the  three  medals  of  sir  William  Browne ; 
and  in  the  next  year  two  of  them.  In  1790,  he  obtained  the  Chan- 
cellor's medal;  in  1791  and  1792,  the  member's  prize  for  middle  and 
senior  bachelors;  and,  in  the  latter  year,  entered  of  the  Middle 
Temple.  In  1793,  his  "  Prolusiones  Juveniles''  were  published ;  and, 
in  1795,  he  went  to  Hamburgh,  and  thence  to  Berlin  and  Vienna. 
He  rambled  through  the  whole  of  Switzerland ;  visited  the  Dnieper, 
in  the  Ukraine ;  and,  at  Moscow,  was  introduced  to  Stanislaus,  the 
last  king  of  Poland.  From  St.  Petersburgh  he  went  into  Sweden,  and 
back  thence  through  the  Crimea  to  Constantinople ;  and,  after  long 
and  exhausting  travels  in  Greece,  died  at  Athens,  July  25,  1799,  of 
fever  and  spasms,  induced  by  excessive  fatigue.  Lord  Byron,  and 
Mr.  Fiot,  of  St.  John's,  with  some  difficulty,  got  a  slab  of  white 
marble,  with  a  simple  Greek  inscription  by  the  rev  Robert  Walpole, 
placed  over  his  grave ;  but  this,  we  have  been  told,  since  the  The- 
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aeum  has  been  converted  into  a  muBeum,  has  been  broken  and  cast 
into  the  Temple  of  the  Winds.  We  did  not  hear  that  his  bones 
were  disturbed. 

Profane 
Clanis  funere,  barbaris  que  Sanctis 
Thesei,  quicquid  id  est  dome  recumbis, 
Felix !  si  dbi  forsan  inter  umbras 
Praesentiscere  fas  sit,  ossa  tecum 
lllo  marmore  quanta  conquiescunty 
TuflB  te  quoque  quod  tegant  Athense. 

A.  MooRK,  1799. 

Mr.  Tweddell^s  letters  breathe  forth  the  very  spirit  of  the  poetical 
temperament — keen,  quick  perception  and  lively  imagination, 

Scattering  from  her  painted  urn 
Thoughts  that  breathe  and  words  that  bum^ 

sobered  by  the  cast  of  melancholy,  and  almost  morbid  sensibility, 
which  often  throws  its  dark  shadow  over  the  bright,  brief  course  of 
human  excellence. — Hodgson.    Surtees, 

1799  (Aug.  6)  .-The  Count  D'Artois,  and  his  suite,  passed  through 
Newcastle,  on  their  way  from  Edinburgh  to  London. — Local  Papers. 

August  8. — Died  at  his  residence  at  the  Bath  house,  Newcastle, 
major-general  lord  viscount  Fielding,  colonel  of  the  22nd  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  and  second  in  command  of  the  military  force  in  that 
district.  August  15th  the  corpse  was  removed  for  interment  in  the 
family  vault  in  Warwickshire,  attended  with  grand  military  honours. 
—Ibid. 

August  28. — About  six  o'^dock  on  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
a  warehouse  at  the  Head  of  the  Side,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bulman,  sad- 
dler and  ironmonger,  which  for  a  short  time  raged  with  gi^at  fuiy ; 
but  the  fire  bell  having  been  rung  and  the  drum  beat  to  arms,  the 
water  engines,  a  number  of  active  men,  and  a  sufficient  range  of 
military  to  keep  off  the  crowd  and  prevent  pilfering,  were  very  quickly 
assembled ;  and  the  flames,  though  at  first  tremendous  in  appearance, 
and  threatning  destruction  to  the  whole  building,  were  overcome  in 
less  than  an  hour.  The  origin  of  the  conflagration  could  not  be  ac- 
counted for,  as  no  person  lived  on  the  premises ;  and  though  a  fire 
had  been  lighted  in  one  of  the  rooms  a  few  hours  the  preceding  day, 
was  extinguished  about  six  o^dock  in  the  evening.  A  considerable 
part  of  the  extensive  stock  was  consumed,  but  the  greater  part 
was  saved  by  th^  exertions  ^f  those  who  were  ready  and  anxious  to 
render  every  assistance  in  their  power,  yet  in  the  hurry  of  removal, 
great  loss  and  injury  were  sustained.  During  the  conflagration,  the 
proprietor  informed  the  assistants  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  gun- 


A.  D.  1799.1  TABLE   BOOK.  413 

powder  in  one  of  the  upper  warehouses,  and  two  intrepid  fellows 
mounted  a  ladder,  and,  through  a  window,  entered  the  apartment 
where  it  waa  placed,  within  a  few  inchea  of  burning  matter,  and  safely 
lodged  the  barrels  in  St.  Nicholas'  church  ;  a  roost  fortunat«  circum- 
stance, as  a  few  minuteB^  delay  might  perhaps  have  endangered  the 
livee  of  an  immense  multitude.  Mr.  Bulman's  shop  and  warehoua© 
were  part  of  a  range  of  buildings  which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the 
street  a  little  in  advance  of  the  south  door  of  St.  Nicholas"  church ; 
they  are  now  entirely  removed.  It  was  in  these  premises  that  Mr. 
Partis'  dreadful  fire  occurred, — Local  Papert. 


SOUTH  FORtH  ar  ST.  NICHOLAS'  CUUIIIH  (181»). 

1799  (Sep.  1). — A  woman  was  interred  at  St.  Oswald's  church, 
Durham,  aged  102  years.  She  retained  her  faculties  in  a  surprising 
degree, — Hid. 

September  5, — On  the  news  arriving  in  Newcastle,  of  the  Dutch 
fieet  in  the  Texel  having  been  surrendered  to  admiral  Mitchell,  the 
bells  were  rung,  the  volunteers  marched  to  the  Sandhill,  where  they 
fired  three  vollies  to  celebrate  the  achievement,  and  the  armed  asso- 
ciation went  through  the  same  ceremony  with  great  dexterity  at  the 
Forth.  The  Darlington  volunteers  mot  in  the  Market  Place  of  that 
town,  and  fired  three  fine  vollies,  and  the  town  at  night  was  brilliantly 
illuminated. — Ibid. 

October  3. — A  woman  was  brought  to  the  lunatic  ae^lum,  near  New- 
castle, who  had  lived  upwards  of  three  years  among  the  rocks,  on  the 
sea-shore,  near  Seaham.     From  whence,  or  in  what  manner  she  first 
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came  there,  was  unknown ;  but  she  spoke  the  Scottish  dialect,  and  talk- 
ed of  Loch  Stewart  and  Aber-6ordoa»  in  a  rambling  manner.  She  was 
about  35  years  of  age,  inoffensive  and  cheerful,  and  during  her  residence 
among  the  rocks  wba  fantastically  dressed  in  rags  which  chance  or 
shipwreck  threw  in  her  way ;  she  always  kept  a  good  fire  of  weed  or 
coal  which  the  sea  threw  up,  and  it  wajs  supposed  lived  on  shell-fish. 
What  was  remarkable,  a  beard  had  grown  on  the  lower  part  of  her 
chin  nearly  an  inch  long,  and  bushy  like  the  whiskers  of  a  man. — 
Local  Papers, 

1799  (Oct.  10). — The  Newcastle  armed  association  were  drawn  out 
on  the  Town-moor,  to  be  reviewed  by  lieut-general  Musgrave.  The 
corps  afterwards  fired  three  excellent  vollies  on  the  Sandhill,  to  cele- 
brate the  important  victory  of  the  surrender  of  Alkmaar,  in  Holland; 
the  bells  were  also  rung  on  the  occasion.  Immediately  after  the  first 
fire,  a  countryman  standing  in  his  cart,  unused  probably  to  *'  the  din  of 
armsy'^  and  not  expecting  so  loud  a  salutation,  fell  as  flat  as  if  he  had 
been  actually  shot,  to  the  great  amusement  of  those  members  of  the 
corps  who  observed  the  circumstance ;  added  to  which,  the  ghost-like 
countenance  exhibited  by  the  poor  fellow  on  his  resurrection  from  his 
'^  dream  of  deatX^  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  extravagance  of  the 
scene. — Ibid, 

October  11. — A.  violent  explosion  took  place  in  Lumley-oolliery,  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  by  which  dreadful  catastrophe  thirty-nine 
human  beings  were  launched  into  eternity. — Ibid. 

November  12. — ^Several  meteors,  or  balls  of  fire,  were  seen  at 
Chreatham,  near  Hartlepool,  and  other  parts  of  that  neighbourhood. 
They  were  first  observed  between  five  and  six  o^clock  on  the  morning, 
in  an  eastern  direction,  and  continued  falling  in  succession  and  to- 
gether till  day-break.  The  atmosphere  was  very  clear,  and  the  moon 
which  was  full,  shone  with  unconunon  brilliancy.  The  meteors  which 
at  first  appeared  like  what  are  vulgarly  called  shooting  stars,  soon 
became  stationary ;  they  then,  as  it  were,  burst,  but  vnthout  any 
perceptible  report,  and  passed  to  the  northward,  leaving  behind  them 
beautiful  trains  of  floating  fire  in  various  shapes,  some  pointed,  some 
radiated,  some  in  sparks,  and  others  in  large  columns.  The  fire-balls 
continued  falling  about  two  hours,  and  were  succeeded  till  near  eight- 
o'^clock  by  slight  flashes  of  lightning.  The  general  appearance  was 
sublimely  awful,  particularly  to  the  Hartlepool  fishermen  then  at  sea. 
To  some  spectators  the  sky  appeared  to  open,  and  to  display  a  nmn- 
ber  of  luminous  serpents  moving  in  a  particular  direction ;  these  were 
soon  after  broken  into  seperate  balls,  and  fell  towards  the  earth  in  a 
I  shower  of  fire. — Brewster^s  Stockton. 

\  November  14. — General  sir  Balph  Abercrombie,    and  his  suite, 
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landed  at  Shields  from  the  Helder,  which  they  left  on  the  11th.    A 
Bussian  general  landed  at  the  same  time. — Local  Papers. 

1799  (Nov.) — This  month,  seven  transports  put  into  Shields  through 
stress  of  weather,  having  on  board  upwards  of  1,600  Russians  and  Cos- 
sacks, bound  for  Guernsey.  Several  of  the  officers  were  in  Newcastle 
on  the  21st,  and  excited  much  curiosity  as  they  walked  through  the 
streets.  They  danced  at  the  Assembly  in  the  evening,  and  amused 
the  company  with  some  of  their  own  country  songs  after  tea.  Their 
uniform  was  green,  with  enormous  cocked  hats  almost  covered  with 
gold  lace.^ — Ihid, 

December  14. — Early  on  the  morning,  a  fellow  contrived  to  break 
through  a  window  into  the  kitchen  at  Woolsington,  near  Newcastle, 
the  seat  of  Matthew  Bell,  esq.,  where  a  young  chimney-sweeper,  who 
had  not  finished  his  work  the  day  before,  was  lying  under  a  table  ; 
after  having  warmed  himself  at  the  fire,  the  fellow  proceeded  up  stairs, 
when  the  young  gentleman  of  the  black  robe  ventured  out  of  his  covert, 
and,  by  ringing  a  bell,  alarmed  the  family,  but  the  fellow  made  his 
escape ;  the  boy,  however,  gave  so  accurate  a  description  of  his  per- 
son and  dress,  that  he  was  taken  soon  after  in  company  with  two 
women  (one  of  whom  pretended  to  be  a  fortune  teller),  and  taken 
before  the  magistrates  in  Newcastle,  where  the  boy  was  called  upon  to 
identify  him  among  a  number  of  other  men,  which  he  readily  did, 
and  he  was  consequently  committed  to  prison.  At  the  assizes  for 
Northumberland  the  following  year,  John  M'Kenan,  for  breaking  into 
the  house  of  Matthew  Bell,  esq.,  of  Woolsington  was  found  guilty  and 
condemned,  but  afterwards  reprieved. — Ibid. 

This  year,  the  society  of  arts  presented  the  gold  medal  to  Mr. 
Matthew  Forster,  of  Broomy-holme,  near  Ghester-le-street,  for  ob- 
servations on  the  comparative  culture  of  turnips. — Ibid. 

Died,  this  year,  at  Bumhead,  near  Elsdon,  in  Northumberland^ 
aged  about  41,  Mrs.  Isabel  Scott,  who  had  been  tapped  twenty-two 
times  within  the  space  of  two  years  and  a  half,  and  each  time,  at  a 
medium,  had  thirty-two  quarts  of  water  taken  from  her,  making,  in 
all,  about  seven-hundred  and  four  quarts,  or  one-himdred  and  sevetity- 
six  gallons,  nearly  equal  to  three  hogsheads  and  a  half. — Monthly  Mag. 

The  Independent  chapel.  Green  Dragon  yard,  and  West  row, 
Stockton-on-Tees,  founded.  The  register  of  births  and  baptisms, 
67  entries  extends  from  1799  to  1816,  and  from  1821  to  1836.— 
Bep.  of  Pari.  Com. 

Stephenson  street  chapel  (Baptist)  North  Shields  founded.  The 
register  of  births,  145  enMes,  extends  from  1799  to  1837. — Ibid. 

The  loss  of  a  very  valuable  vessel  off  the  mouth  of  Sunderland  har- 
bour, gave  rise  to  a  subscription  for  the  building  of  a  life-boat :  and  a 
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second  has  since  been  added.  The  Sunderland  life-boats  differs  entirely 
from  any  others  on  their  principle ;  for  when  filled  with  water,  and  wttk 
any  number  of  men  the  hoais  can  contain,  they  are  still  sufficiently 
bonyant  to  preclude  all  danger.  The  inside  of  the  boat  consists  of 
compartments  all  of  which  are  air  tight,  so  that  if  the  boat  should 
be  staved  by  striking  on  a  rock  or  any  other  hard  substance,  it  can 
admit  no  more  water  than  the  size  of  the  division,  which  will  occasion 
little  or  no  injury.  A  boat  has  from  ■'>0  to  60  compartments  accord- 
ing to  size ;  all  the  water  the  boat  contains  is  con&ned  to  the  centre, 
as  also  the  rowers,  which  keep  the  boat  upright  and  less  liable  to 
upset ;  there  are  four  apertures  that  go  through  the  bottom  to  dis- 
perse the  wat«r  when  the  sea  breaks  in,  and  when  full  of  water  the 
whole  will  be  discharged  again  in  less  than  a  minute ;  the  seats  or 
thwarts  in  the  centre  are  for  the  rowers,  and  the  seats  at  each  end  are 
for  shipwrecked  men.  A  rope  and  brass  wire  goes  round  the  gun- 
wale to  prevent  the  people  being  washed  out,  and  a  rope  on  each 
side  of  the  seats  for  the  same  purpose  to  the  rowers.  The  boat  has 
an  iron  keel,  which  adda  to  its  strength  as  well  as  balUst.  The  only 
cork  used  is  on  the  outside,  which  answers  for  a  finder,  and  adds  a 
little  to  the  buoyancy.  The  first  boat  was  built  by  Mr.  Wake  of 
Monkwearmouth  nearly  on  Mr.  Greathead's  principle,  but  was  aftei^ 
wards  altered  according  to  the  plan  of  John  Davison  of  Bishopwear- 
month,  esq. — Surlees. 
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Blackwell  28,  52. 

Blake,  name  of,  147 

Blagdon,  280. 

Blaydon,  19,  82,  89,  llO,  112. 

Blenkinsopp,  92. 

Blyth,  76,  128,  156,  166,  176,  303,  316, 
372,  392. 

Boar,  304w 

Bolaro,  Moor  house,  297. 

Bolbeek,  140. 

Boldon,  48,  60. 

Booth,  name  of,  404. 

Botany,  113,127. 

Bothai,  362. 

Bowes,  name  of,  3,  10,  33,  48,  51,  71, 
74,  90,  305,  867. 

Bowran,  19. 

Bowsdon,  305u 

Brandling,  name  of,  19,  16a 

Brancepeth,  109,  d6a 

Brandon,  216. 

Braken  Hill,  323. 

Brainshaugh,  325. 

Brampton,  348. 

Brass,  name  of,  352. 

Brewster,  name  of,  352. 

Bremenium,  223. 

Brown,  name  of,  156,  199,  277. 

Broomy-holme,  415. 

Broomlame,  264. 

Browney  river,  112. 

Broom,  268. 

Broadbelt,  name  o(  385. 


Bryan's  leap,  21,  228. 

Bryson,  name  of,  33,  81. 

Budle,  24,  1 10. 

Bulls,  167,  169,  229,  263. 

Burdon,  name  of,  240,  342,  359,  409. 

Bumball,  67. 

Burnop  field,  24, 

Bureau,  curious,  86, 

Busby,  name  of,  409, 

But'8  field,  2:lM. 

Butler,  Bp.  35,  39. 

Byng,  admiral,  66. 

Byker,  94,  115,163. 

Bywell,  78,  91,  142,  194,  200. 

C. 

Caekvoran,  92, 107,  282,  357. 

Callaly,  9. 

Calverly,  name  of,  252. 

Cambo,  277,  37a 

Cambois,  la 

Camps,  269,  274,  370,  392, 405. 

Canals,  388,  390. 

Candle,  curious,  182. 

Carr,  name  of,  83,  197,  205, 287,  35^ 

CarrVhill,  35.  ^ 

Cariisle,  a 

Carrow,  179. 

Carrowbrough,  180. 

Castle  Eden,  126,  241,  355. 

Castle,  Chillingham,  88. 

Cato,  Bowe*s  horse,  51. 

Cattle,  Disease  among,  27, 

Cattle,  Chillingham,  88. 

Cawsey  park,  94.  230. 

Charlton,  name  of,  34,  50,  66, 197,  Sia 

Chatterer,  335. 

Chatton,45,  115,262. 

Chater^s  haugh,  51. 

Challenge,  55. 

Chamley,  name  of,  81. 

Chapel,  in  Weardale,  290. 

Chapman,  name  of^  361. 

ChesteHe-street.  12,  108,  205,  206,  209, 

283,  304,  321,  323,  324,  333,  357, 367, 

390. 
Cheesebum  grange,  9. 
Chester  deanery,  16. 
Cheviot  40,  66,  188. 
Chesterhope,  240. 
Chester  Bum,  17. 
Chesterhaugh,  162,  205. 
Chicken,  name  of,  12. 
Chillingham,  49,  68, 114. 
Chipchase,  313. 
Chirton,  354. 

Chollerford,  65,  202,  210,  285, 251. 
Chumside,  239. 

Clavering,  name  of,  3,  9,  80,  83,  198, 367. 
Clayton,  name  of,  117,  119. 
Clark,  name  of,  162,  163.  223,  304. 
Clark,  Skipper,  26a 
Clazton,  name  of,  174. 
Cleadon,  27,  48,  39a 
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Clifford's  fort     See  Shields,  North. 

Clover,  name  of,  70. 

Close  house,  263. 

Coaches,  18. 

Cocks,  19. 

Cockburn  name  of,  20. 

Cock  throwing,  48. 

Cocker  name  o(  203. 

Codfish,  ] 28. 

CoUingwood  name  of,  7, 48,  63, 198.  212. 

Coldrife,  334. 

CoLUEazEs. — Blackburn  fell,  125.  Cha- 
ters  haugh,  149.  Fauld,  276.  Fatfield, 
161.  Felling,  260.  Gateshead  fell,  7a 
Heaton,  349.  Hebburn,  351.  He- 
worth,  78,  126.  Hartley,  102,  130, 
137.  Harraton,  366.  Lumley,  414. 
Larcibton,  72,  154.  Long  Benton, 
73  89,  102.  Mitford,  74.  Newwash- 
ington,  379.  North  Biddick,  205, 
223.  Newton  -  west  -  bank,       2 1 3. 

Newcastle,  141.  North  Shields,  124. 
Noni'ood,  144.  Pelton  Common,  137. 
Prestwick,  19a  Picktiee,  366.  Ra- 
vensworth,  70.  Sunderland,  25.  South 
Biddick,  149.  Sheriff  hill,  362.  Tan- 
field,  168,  170.  Walker,  109,  131, 144. 
248.  Wooler,  177.  Willington,  240, 
25a  Washington,  250.  Wallsend,  254. 
275,  296,  299,  302,  305,  335.  Wal. 
drige,  262.     Wylam,  204. 

Corapton,  name  of,  223. 

Cook,  name  of,  283. 

Cookson,  name  of,  370. 

Cooper,  name  of,  370. 

Cope,  general,  3. 

Copeland,  30. 

Coulson,  name  of,  136. 

Coquet  Island,  303. 

Coquet,  river,  130,211,  232. 

Coriihill,  39,  45,  59,  111. 

Coughron,  name  of,  225. 

Cowpcr,  name  of,  20. 

Cowgate,  69. 

Coxlodge,  222. 

Craster,  name  of,  69, 

Cramlington,  name  of,  225,  261. 

Crawford  John,  403. 

Craike,  409. 

Creswell,  303. 

Crewe  Bp.,  176,  73,  231,  238, 390. 

Crossgate  moor,  179. 

Croft,  41,  206. 

Crowley  sir  A.,  170. 

Crookham,  19S, 

Crook.  217. 

Crozier,  name  of,  348. 

Crosby,  name  of,  352. 

Crowley,  name  of,  38a 

Cullercoats,  174,  212,  318. 

Cumberland,  duke  of,  8,  138,  196. 

Cunningham,  name  of,  222. 

Customs,  19,  76. 

Custom  house,  106. 


Cuthberts,  name  of,  HI. 
Cuthbert,  St.  60. 
Cylinder,  large,  109. 

D, 

D'Arcy,  name  o(  395. 

Davidson,  name  of,  33,  5& 

Dablujoton,  5,  29,  82,  52  59,  90, 96,  133, 
164,  169,  178,  183,  206,  203,  300,  306, 
413. 

DaHington,  earl  of,  305,  327,  416. 

Dariington,  lord,  256,  312. 

Darwent,  river,  17,  31,  59,  297,  319. 

Darrashall,  39 

Dawes,  name  of,  145. 

Davison,  name  of,  305.  327,  416. 

Deaths.     See  each  name. 

Delaval,  name  of,  43,^83,  103. 

Denton,  152.  V? 

Denton,  name  of,  31. 

Derwentwater  (earl  of),  23,  282. 

Derwenthaugh,  170. 

Descents  of  the  French,  365,  369. 

Deptford,  396. 

Dilston,  23,  152,  163. 

Dinsdale,name  of,  132,  330. 

Distemper,  27. 

Dipton,  284, 401. 

Docks,  79. 

Doctor's  bush,  373. 

Dodds,  name  of,  288, 301. 

Dodsley,  name  of,  125. 

Dogs,  1 54. 

Donkin,  name  o(  211,  232. 

Dotland  Park,  156. 

Duane  name  of,  143,  32a 

Duels.  15. 

Ducks,  26a 

Dunston,  121, 204. 

DuauAM  bishops  of,  Barrington,  347, 
356,  367.  Butler,  34. 39, 185.  Crewe, 
48,  73,  265.  £gerton,  193,  217,  257, 
167,  231,  238, 390, 295.  Thurlow,  314, 
329. 

Durham  city  of.  Accidents,  52,  53,  161, 
173,  179,  387.  Asiaes,  260.  Bridges, 
91,  173,  204,  210.  Castle,  227,  Cath- 
edral, 71,  74.  HI,  123,  156,  227,  249, 
250,263,35a  Chapel,  254.  Churches, 
St.  Giles,  246,  4ia  St.  Nicholas,  174. 
College,  20.  Crosses,  268.  Curiosities 
at,  113,  127.  Deaths  in,  123,  227, 
Dean  and  Chapter,  42,  174,  210,  227. 
Deanery,  20.  Dispensary,  304.  Exe- 
cutions, 18,  24,  103,  112,  155, 189, 191, 
222,  248,  269,  270,  281,  299,  307,  411. 
Floods,  189,  205  Freemen,  270. 
Frosts,  108.  Gaol,  12,  56,  79,  116, 
121,  132,  160,  186,  199,  214,  227,  230, 
233,  353,  366.  Infirmary,  304,  358. 
Library,  244.  Lodge,  210.  Longev- 
ity, 137,  226,  288,  413.  Markets,  268. 
Mayors,  265,  337.  Meetings,  25a 
Members,  99, 246, 365.     Miscellaneous 
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Durham. 

7,  18,  80,  86,  120,  160,  270.  Military 
transactions,  256,  40a  Militia,  256. 
Moors,  179,  213.  Munlen,  t;81,  331. 
Natives  of,  64,  123,  227,  241.  News- 
papers, 319.  Races,  179.  Rejoicings, 
105,  183,  272,  319  School,  241. 
Storms,  189,  324,  366.  Theatre,  194, 
a37,  358.  Toll  booth,  48.  Town  hall, 
67.  Trade  of,  85.  Trials,  16,28,  120, 
155.    Walls,  338. 

DuBHAftL  county  of — Camps,  415.  Co- 
roner, 121.  Distemper  among  cattle. 
27.  Justices,  112,214.  Membens  10, 
24.,  74,  90,  99,  102,  179,  349.  Militias, 
3.  .Natural  History,  335.  Rejoicings, 
102.  Riots,  95.  Robberies,  104,  163. 
Storms,  231,  303,  323. 

Dumford,  name  of,  276L 

E. 
Each  WICK,  184,  207. 
Eagles,  46,  137. 
Earsdon,  212,  243. 
Earthquake,  267, 268. 
Easington,  269. 
East  Thirston,  109. 
Ebchester,  31,  120,  224, 268,297,  324. 
Edmondsley,  367. 
Edwards,  name  of,  315. 
Eccentrics,  20,  li^  400,  409. 
Egerton  bp.,  217,267,  265,  193,  296. 
Egglescliff,  362. 
Eggleston,  179. 
Eldon,  earl  of,  230. 
Elford,  334. 
Ellis,  name  of^  327. 
Ellison,  name  of,  3,  16,  267. 
Elliot,  name  of,  203. 
Elsdon,  63  347. 
Elsdon,  name  of,  119. 
Elstob,  name  of,  64,  242. 
Elswick,  29. 
Eltringham,  106. 

Elvet,  62,  91,  127,  198,  206,  213. 
Elvet  moor,  19. 

Emmerson,  name  of,  268,  272. 
Engines,  113,  130,  16.3. 
Errington,  name  of,  232* 
Eryholme,  273. 
Eshe,  189. 
Espersheales,  71. 
Etal,  83. 
Executions.     See  each  place. 

F. 

Fairlebs,  name  of,  401. 
Fairs,  35,  42,  46,  62,  162. 
Fall,  name  of  162. 
Fallowfield,  149. 
Fatfield,  161,262,264. 
Fawcett,  name  of  212,  226,  228. 
Featherstonbaugh,  name  of,  405. 
Fea^herstone,  283. 


Featherstone,  name  of  102. 

Featherstone  row,  137. 

Felling,  260. 

Felton,  10,  16,   36,  132,  216,  247,  266, 
302,  349,  406. 

Fenham,  39,  334. 

Fenwick,  238. 

Fenwick,  name  of  17,  42,  63,  78,  83,  84, 
93,  96,  128,  142,  198,  203,  288. 

Fern  Islands,  24,  109,  110,  284. 

Ferry  hill,  53, 142,  163. 

Fielding,  name  of  412. 

Fieldwell  house,  284. 

Finchale  priory,  205, 

Fines,  393. 

Fire  engines,  18,  65. 

Firemen,  84. 

Fisher,  name  of  357. 

Fisheries,  76,  100. 

Framlington,  33S. 

Frost,  .^69. 

Flat8,321. 

Fleethead,  361. 

Floods.— Aln,  211,  224.  Breamiah,  211. 
Coquet,  45,211,340.  Darwent,  297, 
349.  Ford,  212.  Pont,  311.  Rede, 
45,  345.  Team,  349L  Tees,  101,  199. 
369.  Till,  211.  Tweed,  199.  Tyne, 
41,  45,  91,  93,  102,  114,  153. 167,  185, 
199,  211,  232,  263,  271,  312,  323,  349. 
Wansbeck,  91,  101.  Wear,  41,  45*  91, 
116,  188,  199,  312,  323,349. 

Force,  the  207. 

Ford,  84. 

Forestburn,  232. 

Forest  quarter,  91. 

Forest,  name  of  47, 63, 193, 415. 

Foxes,  78, 142,  181. 

Foxton  hall, 

Friendly  Society,  366. 

Fulwell  hill,  75. 

G. 
Gatnslaw,  223. 
Gallon,  name  of  73. 
Gatesheadl      AccideDts,  72,  112,   124, 

181.  Antiquities,  332.  Bridge,  200. 
Chapel,  291.  Church,  70,  101,  200, 
215,  223,  319,  363,  393,  404.  Col- 
lieries, 37^.  Fires,  9,  365,  385. 
Floods,  200,  349.  IlluminatioDa,  393. 
Launches,  162.  Longevity,  274,  279. 
Miscellaneous,  55,  104,  116,  121,  181. 
208,  210.  Natives,  202,  388,  403. 
Petitions,  343, 344.     Rejoicings,  9.  101, 

182,  319.  Riots,  95.  Robberies,  66, 
176,  185.  Societies,  226, 333.  Street, 
332.    Toll  booth,  389. 

Gateshead  Fell,  66,  72,  73,  131,  142,  269, 

281. 
Gateshead  house,  9,  26. 
Gateshead  Whitehouse,  31. 
Gaunless,  river  73. 
Geese,  156,  305. 
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Gibside,  48,  67,  74,  90,  126,  181,  888. 

Gienwhelt,  85,  102,  282,  325. 

Glosterhill,  79. 

Gold,  177. 

Grold^raith,  Oliver  54. 

Gomeldon,  name  of  265. 

Gordon,  name  of  267. 

Gofifoith,  93,  128,  135,  166,  260. 

Gowland,  name  ot  102. 

Grange,  241,  300,  321. 

Great  Bavington,  189. 

Great  Chesters,  103. 

Greatham,  103,  351 

Greathead,  name  of,  326. 

Great  Tosson,  87,  211,  330. 

Great  Whictingham,  157. 

Greenwich  Hospital,  23,  113. 

Greenwell,  247. 

Grey  Mare,  105. 

Grey,  name  of,  180,  213,  268,  344,  364. 

Grindon,  84,  319. 

Grieve,  name  of,  325. 

H. 

Haakb,  babon  vom  268. 

Habitaocum,  53> 

Haggerston,  56. 

Hall,  name  of.  2,  41,  78, 91,  289. 

Hallowell,  278. 

Harluwhill,  302. 

Halton,  281. 

Haltwhistle,  109,  160,  212,  228,  271. 

Handyside,  name  of,  118. 

Haughton,  321,356. 

Uarbottle,  IQp. 

Harbottle,  name  of,  203,  271. 

Hardwick,  240. 

Hare8,]82,211,  218,  240. 

Hamham,  153. 

Harperley,  351. 

Harraton,  160,  366,  395. 

Harrington,  171. 

Harrison,  name  of,  242. 

Hart,  190. 

Hartlepool,  304,  370.  Antiquities,  332. 
Church,  26,  256, 332.  Custom  house, 
254.  Longevity,  256,  366.  Meteors, 
414.  Miscellaneous,  120.  Schools, 
131.  Storms,  364.  Town  hall,  35. 
Walls,  74,  120. 

Hartley,  102, 117, 130,  137,  140,  370. 

Hawks,  388. 

Hawks,  name  of,  404. 

Haydon,  14,52,  191,  202,  211,222,  257, 
271.  322. 

Hszlitt  the  murderer,  186. 

Headlam,  name  of,  29. 

Heathy  name  of,  12. 

Heaton,  56. 255.313,  349. 

Hebburn,  name  of,  16,  94,  117. 

Hebbum,  Co.  Durham,  ^6, 362. 

ileddon  on  the  wall,  46. 

Hedgely,  174. 

HedJey,  name  of,  307. 


Hedley  348. 

Hedworih,  name  of,  116,  395. 

Heighington,  182. 

Henderson,  name  of^  336,  393. 

Hendon,  370. 

Henzeil,  name  of,  102. 

Heppel,  87,  191. 

Hepescott,  191,276. 

Heron,  name  of,  62,  109,  30a 

Herrings,  196,  306. 

Herrington,  126, 

Hesleyside,  318. 

Heugh,  369. 

Hewortb,  78,  126,  147. 

Hewison,  name  of,  228. 

Hexham.  Abbey.  8,  97,  406.  Bridges, 
168,  203,  232,  271.  Chapels,  314»  331, 
397.  Fires,  325.  Floods,  157,  202, 
253,  323.  Grammar  school,  228,  409. 
Grange,  271.  Longevity,  154^  168,  255. 
367,  400.  Markets,  95,  156,  172, 191. 
Miscellaneous^  7,  12,  108^  168, 172,  302, 
403.  Natives.  228,  334,  367,  406,  409, 
Rejoicings,  183,  233.  Riot,  95.  Town 
hall,  96.     Storms,  64, 323,  345. 

High  Flatworth,  129. 

High  house,  91,  120. 

High  Rhaw,  73. 

High  Shield,  263. 

Hilton,  name  of,  13, 57,  70, 403. 

Hilton,  13, 197, 

Hixon,  name  of,  6^ 

Hodgson,  name  of,  125. 

Holy  Island,  7,  53,  106,  109,  110,  138, 
393. 

Holystone,  341. 

Hood,  name  of,  404. 

Hopping  76. 

Hoppy  land,  355. 

Hornby,  name  of,  222,  237,  259. 

Horse  gate,  13. 

Horses,  88,  118,  139,  196. 

Horton,  163. 

Houghton.le-8pring,70, 143, 176,  230,249, 
322. 

Howden,  79,  143,  166,  260, 275. 

Howard,  name  of,  312, 410. 

Howick,  31, 116, 180,  26a 

Histories,  252. 

Hulne  Abbey,  254, 

Humshaugh,  252. 

Hunnum,  281. 

Hunter,  name  of,  70. 

Hunstanworth,  26& 

Hurworth,  272. 

Hutchinson,  name  of,  217. 

Hydrophobia,  45,  53. 

L 

iNHXJMATzoy,  (instance  of  preaiature)  214. 
llderton,  307. 
Iron,  232. 
Ironbridge^  358. 
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J. 

Jameson,  name  of,  140. 

Jarrow,  16,  62,  292,  305,  314,  363. 

Jarrovv  slake,  201,  205. 

Jay,  139. 

Jefferson,  name  of,  159. 
VJU-.  ^)A^ ,  Jenjison,  name  of,  137. 
-^  Jesmond,  69,  161,341. 

Jesmond,  west,  123. 

Johnson,  name  of,  196. 

Jolliffe,  name  of,  262, 

Jones,  Paul  262. 

Juniper  dye  bouse,  41. 

K. 

KiDD,  name  of,  258. 
Killingwortb,  139,  166,  247, 340. 
Kilo,  160. 

King*8  meadows,  199. 
Kingswood,  247> 
Kirkharle,  277. 
Kirkley,  30,  258. 
Kirknewton,  150,  325. 
Kirkwhelpington.  344. 
Keelmen,  317. 
Kelloe,  346. 
KeppeJl,  name  of,  258. 
Kepyer  school,  70. 
Knaresdale,  153,  229,283. 
Knipe,  name  of,  247. 
Knitcbley,  224. 
Knowhead,  209. 
Knowles,  name  of,  248. 

L. 
Lady  chapel  Banks,  343. 
Laircbild,  260. 
Lambert's  leap,  132. 
Lambton,  16,  154,  240,  365,  394,  395. 
Lambton,  name  of,  3,  16,  57,  72,  97,  102, 

209,  321,  330,  359,  365,  396. 
Lanchester,  7,  133,  207,  224,  244,  260. 

291,  367. 
Langley,  near  Durham,  166. 
Lanternside,  214. 
Lattan,  name  of,  415. 
Launches,  29, 43, 112,  129,  268,  275,  403. 
Law  house,  132. 
Lax,  name  of,  72. 
Lead,  20,  232. 
Lemington,  42,  120,  238. 
Lesbury,  69. 
Letters,  90. 
Liddell,  name  of,  3,  28,  51,  63,  83,  305, 

320. 
^  Lifeboat,  326,  416. 

Lintzgarth,  194. 
Littleharle,  29,  344. 
Lobster,  179. 
Locust,  19. 

Lodge&     See  each  place. 
Long  Benton,  54,  73,  89,  102,  139,  152, 

172,  340. 
LoNOEvrry,  instances   of,  Addison,  331. 


Longevity. 

Ainsley,  238.  Anderson,  133,  Bain- 
bridge,  86.  Barron,  304.  Batty,  189, 
Blenkensop,  333  Bell,  158,  305.  Bo- 
lam,  260.  Bone,  317.  Boothwick,  159, 
Bowell,  207.  Bowey,  274.  Brown,  230, 
Bullock,  81.  Burnett,  69.  CaUender- 
174.  Carr,  303.  Carter,  179.  Chal- 
mers,  168.  Cheeseman,  367-  Claver. 
ing,  276.  Clark,  343.  Comer,  356, 
Cotterell,  170.  Cowey,  311.  Crammer, 
274.  Coxon,  161.  Crisp,  22a  Dai^ 
ling,  69.  Denbam,39.  Dickenson,  345. 
Dobson,  73,  405.  Donkin,  33(i.  Dri- 
ffield, 276.  Dunn,  346.  EUerton,  409. 
Ellison,  311.  Elsdon,  119.  Fenwick, 
17,  174,  257.  Finlay,  320.  Fisher,  405. 
Forster,  176, 240,  251,260.  Fitwt,  149. 
Gallon,  73.  Gilchrist,  38.  Gilroy,  192, 
Graham,  255.  Green,  137.  Grey,  391. 
Haddock,  89.  Hall,  21,  261,281.  Hai^ 
rison,  236.  Hart,  117.  Heather,  158. 
Henderson,  240.  Heron,  109.  Heldray, 
255.  Hewitson,  143.  Hobson,  305. 
Hogarth,  139.  Hogg,  153.  Holoroe, 
169.  Hughes,  297.  Humphrey,  154. 
Hunter,  49.  Jack:ion,  144,  115.  Jame- 
son, 300.  Johnson,  166,  401.  Kerr, 
312.  Lanchester,  133.  Lane,  251. 
Laws,  13,  179.  Lumsden,  168.  Law- 
son,  189.  Liddle,  309.  Lions,  120. 
Lum8ley,268.  Mackie,  349.  Magdalen, 
240.  Manners,  271.  Martin,  137.-  Mc* 
Lauren,  362.  Metcalfe,  280.  Milbume, 
213.  Morrison,  331.  Mowbray,  253. 
Nicholson,  26,  133.  Patterson,  400. 
Pearson,  355.  Pickering,  158.  Potts, 
208,  214.  Pratt,  109.  Railston,  305. 
Randal  120.  Ransom,  366.  Ratdiffe, 
19.  Ravens,  267.  Reed,  60.  Richard- 
son, 155, 159,  30a  Rochester,  54,  Ro- 
binson, 157.  Robison,  154.  Ross,  191. 
Sharp,  27a  Shield,  257.  Shipley,  226. 
Simpson,  62.  Smith,  4a  Softley,  275, 
Soppit,  240.  Sparrow,  117.  Stuart, 
299.  Swinbum,  265.  Sylvester  284. 
Tate,  279.  Teasdale,  1 1 1.  Todd,  182, 
Towson,  280.  Turnbull,  54.  Train, 
161.  Wailes,7a  Waters,  25  L  Weatb- 
erley,  11:?.  Westgarth,  179.  White, 
119.  Wilkinson,  264.  Wilson,  100, 
111,  134,  161,  214,  281,  309.  Wrench, 
13.     Young,  176, 339. 

Longhaugh  shield,  227. 

Longhirst,  230. 

Long  Horsley,  20. 

Long  Witton,  176. 

Loosing  hill,  243. 

Lotteries,  177. 

Lovot,  lord,  12. 

Loraine,  name  o(  157,  228,  277. 

Lowbutcher  race,  236. 

Lowes,  name  of,  228. 

Low  Fell,  257. 
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Low  Heworth,  227. 
Lowick,  66,  367. 
Low  Lambton,  205. 
Low  Woodside,  268. 
Lumley,  169,  324,  414. 
Liimley,  name  of,  267,  324. 
Lunardi,  307. 
Lushington,  Dame  of,  306. 

M. 

Maddison,  Dame  of,  94,  289 

Machines,  51,  213,  258. 

Magna,  282. 

Magpie,  159. 

Mails,  113,308. 

Mainsforth,  55. 

Malcolm's  cross,  231. 

Maade,  name  of,  48. 

Manby,  Stote,  69. 

Marley,  Alice,    172. 

Marriages,  31,  49,  56,  128,  160. 

Mareden  rocks,  239,  274. 

Marsk,  364. 

Masons,  Free.     See  each  place. 

Matfen,112. 

Meadows  field,  232. 

Medomsley,  70,  224. 

Members.     See  each  place. 

Meteors,  32,77, 181,  313,  414. 

Middleton,  172. 

Middleton,  name  of,  11,  14,  72,  131, 181. 

Midwife,  159. 

Milbanks,  name  of,  13, 52,  70,  72,  74. 

Militias,  2,  12,  76,  83, 87,  255,  258,  269, 
369.  403,  404,  409. 

Milk  house  bum,  319. 

Miilhonse,  271. 

Millot,  Dame  of,  17* 

Mills,  124. 

Mindnim,  212 

Mitford,  17,  74. 

Mitford,  Dame  of,  17. 

Moises,  name  of,  329,  370. 

Monkseaton,  240. 

MoDtague,  uame  of,  152,  273. 

Moor,  name  of,  52. 

Moormill,  269. 

Moraley,  104. 

Morly,  Dame  of,  104, 194,  226,  239. 

MoRPBTH. — Accident8,77«  112.  Archery, 
335,  339,  355.  BaDks,  94.  Bridge, 
101,  271.  £xecution^  12,  98,  135,  229, 
299,  318,  325,  334,  347,  348,  366, 
Floods,  101.  Government,  165.  Gaol, 
7,  41,  42,  45,  112, 161,  162,  309,  321. 
334.  LoDgeyity,  213,  226,  275.  Meet- 
ing, 344.  Militia,  404.  Members, 
169.  Miscellaneous,  10,  19,  45,  120, 
100,  169,  195,  197,  236,  261,  343.  Re- 
joidngs,  183,  319.  Riot  95.  Storms, 
153,  209,  345.     Town  hall,  77,  344. 

Morton,  242. 

Morton  bankf,  ?34. 

Murden.     9ee  each  place. 


Murray,  name  of,  235,  258,  270. 
Munton,  name  of,  157* 

N. 

Natives,  eminent.  Allan,  52, 300.  Arm- 
strong, 19a  Askew,  213,  227.  Atle^*, 
329.  Avifion,  183.  Aynsley,  29,  344. 
Beaumont,  372.  Bedingfield,  327.  Bell, 
191.  Bewick,  235,  241,  306  Booth, 
404.  Bover,  272.  Bray,  328.  Broad- 
belt,  385.  Brown,  277.  Burdon,  342, 
359.  Busby,  409.  Charlton,  316. 
Clurk,  163.  Clavering,  367.  Cock- 
burn,  20.  Collingwood,  67.  Cooke, 
283.  Coughron,  225  Cruwford,  403. 
Crosby,  352.  Cunningham,  222.  Dav- 
ison, 305,  416.  Duanc,  297.  Edwards, 
315.  Ellis,  327.  Eistob,242.  Em- 
merson,  272.  Featherstonehaugh,  405. 
Fisher,  357.  Gomeldon,  265.  Great, 
head,  416.  Harrison,  242.  Hedley, 
307.  Hedworth,  16.  Hewson,  228. 
Hilivot,  126.  Hilton,  401.  Hodgson, 
25.  Howard.  410.  Hunter,  7*  Kidd, 
258.  Knipe,  247.  Lambton,  365,  324. 
Latton,  405.  Maddison,  94.  Millot,  17* 
Munton,  57.  Murray,  235,  270.  Nesbit, 
385,  405.  Newton,  24.  Offle,  30,  94. 
Paine,  350.  Percy,  250.  Pickering,  327 
Pryor,  79.  Randull,  241.  Rotherara. 
311.  Reed,  312.  Ridley,  255.  Ro- 
maine,  370.  Russell,  391.  Scott,  334. 
Sedgewick,  189.  Shck,  225,  294* 
Smith,  67.  Spence,  335.  Straker,  252. 
Stephenson,  229,  327.  Stokoe,  24, 
Swan,  304.  Taylor,  327.  'i'empest, 
246.  Temple,  406.  Thompson,  243. 
Tomlinson,  18.  Tweddell,  411.  Um- 
fraville,  239.  Wallace,  28a  Willis, 
355.  Wesley,  367.  White,  110,  242, 
Whitehead,  350.  Wilkin,  251,  Wood- 
ward 202. 

Naval  engagements,  69,  78,  260,  262. 

Needle  eye,  306. 

Nesbit,  Charlton,  59. 

Nesbit,  name  of,  385. 

Netherwitton,  211. 

Newbrough,  111,  139<  155,  399. 

Newbrough,  Co.  Durham,  205,  247. 

Newbottle,  181. 

Newborn,  7,  100,  168,  172,  312. 

Newbiggin-by-the-sea,  81,  166, 179,  212. 

Newbiggin,  Co  Durham,  224,  336. 

Newspapers,  61,  117,  175. 

Newstead,  164. 

New  Style,  45, 

Newton-by-the-sea,  179. 

Newton,  name  of,  284. 

Newton-west-bank.  213. 

Neville  s  cross,  6a 

Newcastle Accidents,  16,  66,  78,  81, 

82,  106,  112,  124,126,  129,  132,  135, 
141,  142,  157, 166,  167,  196,  197,  198, 
216,  246,  304,  311,  313,  320,  325,  327, 
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Newcastle. 
334.  Addresses,  24?.  Advertisements, 
180.  Anderson  place,  321, 408.  Anec- 
dotes, 112,  153,  m,  235.  Antiquities, 
88,  208.296,375.  Archery,  327,  348, 
355.  Alarms,  305.  Assay  master,  &c. 
80. 138.  Assembly  Rooms,  228,  249, 
298,  352.  Balloons,  296,  307.  Banks, 
59,  153,  390.  Barber  surgeons  com- 
pany, 375.  Bath,  268.  Bath  house, 
412.  Bells,  55,  56,  58.  Boundaries, 
39,  126.  Bricks  made  at,  113.  Bridges, 
22,  81,  119,  120,  149,  169,  177,  184, 
185,  186,  193,  198,  200,  207,  208,  209, 
216,  217,  218,  226,  235,  236,  267,  276, 
313,  317,  318.  Bull  baiting,  169.  Bur- 
ial grounds,  153,  306.  Castle,  4s  23,25, 
43,  63, 1 14,  125, 198,  274.  Castle  garth, 
313.  Chapels,  48,  106,  127, 184,  161, 
171,  184,,  198,  210,  237,  270,  276,  319, 
337,400, 401,407.  Chimney  Mills,  316. 
Churches.  AH  Saints*,  32,  56,  110, 
111,  118,  182,  257,  300.  306,  3  7,  329, 
392,  393,  400.     St.  Andrews',  57,  HI, 

118,  132, 161,  182,225,278.  St  Anns, 
106, 134,  151,  161.  171,  174,  182,  St, 
Johns',  12,  35,  57,  101,  118,  182,  213, 
223,  27i2;'3 1 1,  329,  4 10.  St.  Nicholas', 
18,  22,  35,  36,  38,  40,  46,  55,  56,  58,59, 
69rl95,  198,  226,  227,  255,  257,  267, 
272,28^,  284,  299,  314,318,  325,  334, 

336,  339,  372,  390,  410.  412.  St. 
Thomas  &  Becket,  118,  182,  184.  Cii^ 
cus,  327.  Clocks,  101.  Coaches,  70, 
308,  Chapels,  48,  106,  127,  134,  161, 
171, 184,  198,  210,  237,  270,  276,  319, 

337,  400,  401,  407.  Companies,  see 
each.      Concerts,  111.     Confirmation.^, 

119.  Conservatorship  of  the  river,  48, 
128,  404.  Convicts  removed,  216. 
Cordwainers,  219,  233,  364.  Courts, 
223.  Cowhill,  210.  (  ovvgate,  219, 
Crosses,  37,  75,  91,  222,  223,  280,  284, 
295,  310,  325.  Crow's  nest,  279.  Cus- 
toms, (curious)  48,  368.  Custom  house, 
20,  61,  125, 130.  Deaths,  102, 122, 183, 
210,  213,  222,  225,  226,  227,  236,  242, 
265,  270,  272,  283,  294,  311.  Delaval, 
corpse  of,  196.  Dispensary,  253.  Duel, 
15.  Duke  of  Cumberland  at,  20,  174, 
Eccentrics,  21,  26,  198,  263,  283,  400, 
410.  Effigies,  66,  258.  Engines,  138, 
Engines,  (fire)  see  Fire  Engines.  Es- 
capes. See  Walls.  Exchange,  193,  217, 
2G1,  279,  338,  368.  Executions,  40, 
56,  74,  77,  183,  248,  249,  284,  296, 307, 
334,347,370.  Fairs,  163,210.  Fes- 
tival, 339.  Fines,  163.  Fire  Engines 
and  men,  35,  84.  Fire  office,  277,  305. 
Fires,  22,  32,  39,  41,  49,  68,  75,  78,  83, 
86,  100,  102,  124,  212,  215,  241,  263, 
271,  295,  299,  316,  319,  336,  337  338, 
361,  366,  393,  399,  41 1, 412.  Fisheries, 
59,  76,  89.  118,  194,  196.     Foi^eries, 
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140,153,310.    Forth,  283, 410.     Forth 
house,  240.    Forth  tavern, 76.  Freemen, 
29,  49,  219, 229, 252, 333.    Fire  meters, 
411.      Free   porters,    125.     Frosts,  36, 
169,   243.     Floods,  41,   114,  199,  345, 
349      Gaol,  see  (Walls).     Glass  house 
bridge,  105, 241, 32a   Glass  houses  102, 
105,  126,  271.     Gold  &c  shipped,  177, 
188.    Grammar  school,  9,  1 1,  29, 57, 94, 
146,185,398.    Grey  mare.  105.    Guild- 
ball,  16,  22,  39, 74, 78,  91, 106, 108, 132, 
160.    Half-moon  battery,  313.     Harvest, 
167.    Herring  fishery  chamber,  35.    His- 
tories,   140,  315.     Hoastmen,  30,  401. 
Hospitals,  53,  55,90,  111,  117,  138,  146, 
178,  305,  320.     Howard  at,  312.     In- 
firmary, 36,  51,  57,  110,  119,  125,  166, 
177,  178,  198.  216,  247,  252,  393.     11- 
lumination,  393.  Kale  cross,  57, 223, 280, 
310.     Katy's  coffee  house,  159.     Keel- 
men   and   their   hospital,  29,  178,  194, 
246,   317,  366.     King*6  meadows,  199. 
Lambert's  leap,  82,     Launches,  29,  31, 
112,  269.     Leases,   68.      Lighting  and 
Watching,  109,  110.     Lodges,  114,126, 
127, 164, 180, 249, 250, 253.    Longevity, 
38,  40,  46,  49,  55,  73,  89,  115,  117,  144, 
149,  159,  178,  179,  189,226,  250,  251, 
265,  276,  281,  300,  305,  308,  311,  320, 
336,  339,  343.     Lords  lieutenant,  308. 
Lortburn,  57,  155,  318,  331.     Lunatic 
asylum,  413.    Magazine,  232.    Magazine 
gate,  139.     Mails,  70, 1 13, 308.    Maison 
de  Dieu,  108.      Mansion  house,  10, 23, 
51,  91,  104, 108, 110, 197,226,  233,  257, 
321,  329,  348,  372,  373,  402     Market, 
222.    Marriage,  149.    Mayors  &c.,9, 16, 
19,  23,  29,  35,  39,  48,  51,  56,  58, 64, 68, 
73, 84,  104, 106,  108, 109,  125, 138,  140, 
156, 169,  182,  197,  210,  215,  217,  218, 
224,  226,  229,  232,  233,  234,  235,  237, 
239,  240,  252,  255,  257,  259,  285.  310, 
312,  329,  33.^  338,  348,  362,  365,  370, 
371,    372,  373,   390,    393,  402,    404. 
Meetings,  240,  352,   256,  25&      Me^ 
chants  adventurers,  255.      Members,  42, 
53,   83,  255.      Meteors,   78,   79,    181. 
Militias,  3,  74,  255, 256,  267, 369.  el  aeq. 
Military  transactions,  96,  1 12,   137,  153, 
155,  164,  239,  240,  256.  274,  354  365, 
366,  370,  371,  372,  373,  388,  390,  392, 
401,   402,    404,    408,    412,  414,    415. 
Mill,  68.       Miscellaneous,  78,  125,  139, 
149,  159,  179  162,  196, 198,  249,  251, 
261,  263,  267  272,295,297,  298,  304, 
309,  311,  318,  319,  320,  326,  337,  368, 
390,  410,  412,  415.    Monasteries,  9,  11, 
19,  29,  57,  94,  108, 146, 158.    Moor,  12, 
19,  40,  43,  56,  62,  77,  88,  219,  229, 284, 
296,  307, 348, 355, 404,  414.     Moot  hall, 
11,77,334.     Mourning,  38,  138.   Mur- 
der,  40,  41,  43,  56,   119,  155,  164,  167, 
309,  310,  320,  329,  370.      Mushroom, 
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Newcastle* 
210.    Natives  &c.  of,  9,  12,  29,  33,  57, 
68,  64,  77,  81,  102,  109,    112, 136,  145, 

159,  175,  183,  184,  191,192,  298,  210, 
213,  214,  222,  223,  225,  117,  229.  230, 
235,241242,247,  252,255,  265,  270, 
272, 283,  289,  294,  298, 304>  305,  306, 
307,311,  312,315,  327,328,  329,  350, 
361,  364,  370,  385,  390,  404,  405,  410, 
412.  Newspapers,  61,  118,  175,  2*23, 
225, 242, 255, 274, 310, 318.  Nun's  field, 
408.  Old  houses,  130  391,402.  Organs 
35,  278.  Ouseburn,  248.  Outrages, 
135,  167,  187.  Pants,  149.  Patents, 
112,  136.  Petitions,  128,  343.  Pillor- 
ies, 75, 153,  195,  335.  Playhouse,  (see 
theatre).  Poorhouses,  189,  329,  355 
Port  o(  272.  Post  office,  208.  Pre- 
miums, 224,  241,  254.  Philosophical 
society,  234.  Press  gan^,  58,  353.  Pri- 
vateer, 259.  Processions,  55,  328. 
Proclamations,  17,  22,  64,  91, 104,  110, 

239.  Quakers,  25,  142,  211,  242. 
Quay,  164,  210,  320.  Races,  5,  162. 
Rejoicings,  5,  9,  22,  23,  24,  46  63. 
76,  80,  82,  83  90,  101,  105,  HI, 
170, 182,  189,  197,  217,  229,  258,  267, 
272,  319,  320,  321,  366,  392,  405,  413, 
Reservoir,  189.  Resurrectionists,  153, 
Review,  8a  Roads,  19,  24,  128,  251. 
Robberies,  9,  12,  77,  104s  106,  111,  118. 
123^  135,  164,  175,  185,  186,  214,  221, 
317,  325.     Riding  school,  327.     Riots, 

29,  73,  170^  194%  233,  246,  298,  342, 
353,  354,  366,  373,  392  Sandhill,  195. 
Seals,  138,  159.  Scale  cross,  310. 
Schools,  198,  242,  351.  Sheriffs,  210, 
218,220,223.  Shot  tower,  387.  Ships 
found,  185.  Skeleton,  182.  Societies, 
151, 230,  234,  257,  258,  271,  343,  352, 
387.  Statue,  193.  Subscriptions,  33, 
256,  327.  Suicides,  113,117,  325. 
Storms,  67,  99,  139, 151,  166,  209, 242, 
246,  311,  302,  320,  323,  333, 334,  349, 
391,  39  ,  400,  405.  Surgeon's  hall,  44, 
66,  120.  Tailors  company,  219.  Thanks- 
giving,lll.  Theatre,  19,23,182,315,317, 
321.  Trade  of,  44,  45,  66,  135,  138, 
158,327,   33,407.    Treason,  29.    Trials, 

30,  52,  69,  77,  97.  162,  163,  210,  219, 
221,  309,  310,  400.  Trinity  house,  8, 
11,  35,  212,  259,  266,  329,  333,  353. 
Vicars  and  vicarBge,  103,  132,  134, 156. 
228,  285.  Vice  admiral,  49.  Visitors, 
140,  144,  197,  219,  257,  312,  329,  369, 
372.  Volunteers,  74.  Walls,  3,  12, 
23,  43,  53,  54,  59,  101,  106,  108,  111, 
114,  118,  120,123^134,  138,  139,  140, 

160,  164,  165,  197, 198,  215,  216,  237, 

240,  248,  256,  284,  296,  314,  307,  310, 
312,  325,  370,  374,  376,  397,  398,  407. 
Waterworks,  189,  254.  Weather,  79, 
16a  Whalefishery,41, 4^,66.  White 
cross,91. 
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Nightshade,  105. 

Nine  Banks,  119. 

Norham,  351. 

Norfolk,  duke  of,  372, 

North  Biddick,  206. 

North  Dissington,  406. 

North  Sunderland,  231. 

Northumberland,  county  of.  Addresses 
from,  106.  Assizes,  198.  Camps,  192, 
405.  Distemper  among  cattle  in,  27.  Earls 
and  dukes,  see  Percy.  Fisheries,  179. 
Juries  abolish  vails,  89.  Kings  of,  375 
Lord  Lieutenant,  49,  308.  Meetings, 
266,  344.  Militias,  3,  83, 87,  110,  265, 
256,  259.  Pirates,  262.  Riots,  94, 
Sheriff  &c,  of  11,  32,  42,  98,  100,  210, 
252.  Storms,  231,  303,  322.  Vice 
Admiral,  49. 

Northumberland  house,  264. 

Norton,  14,  62,  63, 181, 309,  365. 

O. 

Ogle,  155, 

Ogle,  name  of,  30,  63,  94,  339. 

Old  town,  60. 

Oliphant,  name  of,  120. 

Ord,  name  of,  ^39,  83, 102.    Z.O 

Organs,  36,  84,  222,  309. 

Ossulton,  QftfTof,  1 14.  C> 

Otterbum,  23a  346. 

Oustin.  26a 

Ovingham,  42,  348,  386. 

Ovington,  62,  204. 

Owl,  179. 

P. 

Parkhurst,  name  of,  103. 

Paine,  name  of,  360. 

Palliser,  name  of,  238. 

Patents,  24,51,54,112. 

Paul  Jones,  262. 

Preston,  34a 

Peareth,  name  of,  54. 

Pearson,  name  of,  351. 

Pelaw  Bogs,  187. 

Pelham,  Holies,  174. 

Pelton,  137,367. 

Percy,  name  of,  35,  49,  62,  83,87,113, 
118,  122,  167,  193,196,216,  32,250, 
266,  256,  257,  260,  261,  262,  264,  270, 
281,  306,  308,  313,  330, 335,  348,  407* 

Petitions,  109. 

Pheasant,  320. 

Phenomenom,  212, 

Pickering,  327* 

Picktree,  85, 172,  306, 360. 

Pie,  enormous,  180. 

Piercebridge,  255. 

Pillories,  195. 

Pirates,  262, 

Pit  holes,  125, 12a 

Plagues.  27. 

Pocock,  sir  George,  190. 

Poisonings,  106, 
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Pontelaiid,  120,  175,  198. 

Portrack,  281. 

Pratt,  name  of,  45,  109. 

Premiums,  118,  120,309. 

Preston,  369. 

Pretender,  1,  et  seq. 

Press  gangs,  67,  78,  259,  369- 

Prcstwick  Car,  77,  190,  198. 

Privateers,  69,  78,  259,  369. 

Procolitia,  180,  204. 

Prudhoe,  142. 

Pryor,  name  of,  79. 

Q. 
Quakers,  25,  132. 210,  242. 
Quicksilver,  189. 

R. 
Raby,  236,  238. 
Races,  77,  80,  396. 
Radcliff,  name  of,  14,  19,  23. 
Randal),  name  o^  24 1. 
Ratcliffe,  282. 
Ravens,  141. 
Ravenscleugb,  277* 
Ravensheugh,  213. 
Ravensworth,  70,  305,  320,  362. 
Ravensworth,  lord,  28,  63,  367. 
Raw,  the,  347. 
Rebellion,  1,  193. 
Redcar,  364. 
Rede,  nver,  345. 
Redesdale.  45,  330.  364. 
Redheugli,  157. 
Redwing,  300. 
Redworth,  251. 
Reed,  name  of,  33»  60. 
Reedsmouth,  34, 
Reform  Bill,  344. 
Registers  dissenting,  48,  79,  91,  107,  127, 

140,  208,  254,  291,  310,  314,  319,  388, 

397,  407,  415. 
Register,  parish,  342. 
Ren  wick,  name  o^  196. 
Rewards,  28,  90. 
RiddelK  name  of,  19,  198,  349. 
Ridley  ball,  102, 202,  325.^ 
Ridley,  name  of,  32,  61,  84^  112,  169,  196, 

198,  213,  217,226,228,  233,235,240, 

255,  259,  261,  280,  315,  327,  335,  348, 

355,  404,  409,  410. 
Risingham,  50,  214. 
Roads,  12,  19,  20,  24,  46,  92, 128. 
Rochester,  222. 
Rockhall,  43, 
Rodney,  admiral,  272. 
Romaine,  name  of.  370. 
Roman  wall,  375. 

Rotherham,  name  of,  193,  311,  322. 
Rothbury,  211,  232,  270, 299. 
Ropery,  396. 
Rowley,  224. 

Rudman,  name  of,  317,  338. 
Rutcbester,  143,  168. 


Rval,  281. 
Ryhope,  28,  137. 
Ryton,  47,  293,  325,  388. 

S. 

Saint,  name  of,  175,  225. 

Salmon,  76,  89,  100,  118,  120,  133,  194, 
236,  307. 

Salt,  302. 

Salt  burn,  364. 

Sands,  99. 

Sandyford,  82,  196. 

Satley,  224. 

Saville,  name  of,  267. 

Scafe,  name  of,  226, 

Scarborough,  earl,  180. 

Schools,  see  each  place. 

Schoolmasters*  association,  230. 

Scott,  name  of.  194,  230,  334. 

Sea  Bream,  166. 

Seaham,  322,  4ia 

Seals,  168,  199. 

Seaton,  158,  303. 

Seaton  Delaval,  43,  47, 113,  192,  196, 197, 
260,  335.  369. 

Seaton  Sluice,  117. 

Sedgefietd,  123,  281,  345,  350. 

Sedgewick,  name  of,  189. 

Sedgedunum,  254. 

Selby,  name  of,  286. 

Settling  stones,  135. 

Shields,  No.  Accidents,  61,  86, 124,  173, 
240,  252.  Chapels,  291,  416.  Church, 
314,  343.  Cliffords  fort,  4,  178,  261, 
404.  Docks,  18.  Effigies,  46.  Fires, 
1 1 7,  405.  Floods,  1 59, 202.  Fortifica- 
tions, 75.  Harbour,  214.  Lighthoases, 
236.  Lodges,  126,  127, 391.  MiUtary 
Transaction,  2' 6  Miscellaneous,  20, 
no.  166, 187,  194,  223,  239,  248,  260, 
415  Murder,  132.  Petidon,  124. 
Pressgangs,  57,  64,  86,  191,  251,  262, 
353,354,364.  Rebellion,  8.  Rejoicings 
76,  183,  319.  Riots,  170, 261, 262, 342, 
363,  354,  364,  387.  Societies,  267. 
Spanish  battery,  260.  Storms,  243,  392. 
Theatre,  282,  399.  Trade  of  69,  70, 
214,  233.     Wrecks,  109. 

Shields  So.  Accidents,  61,  240,  343. 
Antiquities,  267,  339.  Chapels,  310, 
,336.  Docks,  406.  Fires,  310,  406. 
Floods,  1 59.  Fort  at,  292.  Life  Boats, 
32',  407,  40a  Longevity,  346,349, 
400.  Market,  18&  Miscellaneous,  48, 
-  166,214.  Piers,  366.  Pressgang;76. 
Rejoicings,  183,  319.  Riots,  170. 
Schools,  233.  Storms,  363.  Town 
hall,  174.    Trade  0^233.    Wrecks,  205. 

Shaftoe,  name  of,  277. 

Shaftoe,  name  of,  31,  80. 

Sharks,  72,  3ia 

Sharp,  name  of,  74,  231 ,  322. 

Sharp,  sir  C.  195. 

Shaw  don,  93. 
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Sheep,  132,  164,  174, 214,  297,  298,  355. 

Sheriff  hill,  362. 

Shield  Dykes,  133. 

Shillbottle,  343. 

Shinclifie,  41,  189. 

Shipwrecks,  7^  393. 

Shoe  blacker,  a,  125. 

Shot  tower,  387. 

Shotton  edge,  112. 

Side  head,  298. 

Silver,  177,  188. 

Silvertop,  name  of,  198. 

Simonburn,  107,  247,  249,  271.  356. 

Simpson,  name  of,  198. 

Simonside,  299. 

Skipper  Clark,  26,  263. 

Slack,  name  of,  294. 

Slaley,  111. 

Smuggler,  106. 

Smith,  name  of,  11,  62,  67. 

Snitter,  78w 

Snowball,  48. 

Society  of  arts,  351. 

Soulsby,  name  of,  63. 

South  Biddick,  149. 

Southwick,  403. 

Spanish  Invasion,  185. 

Spas,  330. 

Spearman,  name  of,  235. 

Spence,  name  o^  235. 

Spittal,  162,  203. 

Sports  and  Sporting,  58, 139,  181. 

Stafford,  name  of,  268,  271. 

Stamfordham,  345,  369. 

Stanhope,  44,  91,  124,  314. 

Staindrop,  132,  179, 312,  357. 

Stannington,  106,  152,  213,  345. 

StapIetoD,  210. 

Stephenson,  name  of,  209,  229,  280,  S88, 
296, 301,  306,  327. 

Stella,  374. 

Sting  cross,  348. 

Stobbalee,  299. 

Stoddart,  name  o(  77. 

Stokoe,  name  of,  24. 

Storms.— Hail,  153,36a  Ice,  345.  Rain, 
152,  188,  271,  311.  Snow,  90,  243, 
271,  302.  Thunder,  32,  59,  64,  66,  72, 
99,  133,  166,  172,  209,  211,  227,  246, 
247,  253,  280,  281,  322,  333,  345,  366, 
391, 392,  405. 

St.  Anthony's,  295.. 

Storey,  name  of,  90i  181. 

St  John  Lee,  128, 

Stotes  hall,  69. 

Stote,  name  of,  69. 

Storks,  251. 

Stowell,  k>rd  94. 

Sturgeon,  89. 

Straker,  name  of,  252. 

Stranton,  119. 

Strathmore,  lady  81. 

Streatlam,  74,  91. 

Strikes,  187. 


Stockton,  Accidents,  101,  368.  Anti- 
quities, 346, 351.  Bridge,  lOa  Chapels. 
415.  Church,  84.  185.  Fairs,  181, 
Fires,  54,  184,  258,  264,  268,  278,  281, 
294.  Floods,  206,  369.  Frosts,  369. 
Military  Transactions,  407.  Miscellane- 
ous, 166,  169,  229.  Natives,  &c.,  71, 
336,  352,  Schools,  303.  Storms,  411, 
Trade  of  159. 

Summer,  hot,  355. 

Sunderland.  Accidents,  67,  140,  239. 
Antiquities,  75.  Barracks,  171,  360. 
367.  Bridge,  102,  177,  823,  342,  358. 
Chapels,  107,  125,  176, 258,  298,  337, 
897,406.  Church,  38,  176,178,263. 
CoUeiries,  251.  Effigies,  66.  Execu- 
tions, 80,  190.  Ferries,  369.  Fires,  38, 
1 13,  208,  214,  270,  363.  Floods,  159, 
188,  206.  Harbour,  303.  Keelmen, 
353.  i^ife  boat,  415.  Lodges,  61, 126, 
127,284,295,298.  Longevity,  158,  214, 
257,  309.  354,  405.  Military  Transac- 
tions, 256, 372, 385,  391.  Miscellaneous 
3,  18,  37,  54,  109,  138,  139,  166,  174, 
178, 181,  215,  223,  269, 299,  339,  852, 
403,  406.  Murders.  132,  Natives  of,  48, 
190,  403.  Pier  of,  15,  138,  190,  303. 
Port  of,  80.  Pressgangs,  80,  89.  Re- 
joicings, 183,  319, 391,  Riots,  89,  233, 
278,  353,  385.  Robberies,  171. 
Schools,  189,  258.  Theatre,  258. 
Trade  of,  48,  78, 80,  158,  233.  Storms, 
139,  188,  263,  363.  Swarland,  325. 
Swaites  hall,  295.  Whales,  315. 
Wrecks,  20& 

Suicides,  6,  113. 

Surtees,  name  of,  197,  230,  327,  370, 

Swalwell,  76,  79,  170,  366. 

Swans,  304,  319. 

Sweethope,  185. 

Swinburne,  9,  405. 

Swinburne,  name  of,  63,  82, 159, 265,  297, 
327. 

Swine,  393. 

T. 
Tamf[ELD,  26,  104, 168, 170, 226, 235,31 1. 
Tankerville,  eari  of,  31,  49,  68,  114. 
Tarry  bum,  321. 
Taylor,  name  of,  3£27. 
Team,  river,  85,  115,204. 
Tees,  river,  101,  103,  116,  117,  294. 
Temple,  40a 

Tempest,  name  of,  57,  246,  366. 
Thompson,  name  of,  242. 
Thomaby,  55. 
Three-mile-bridge,  136. 
Thumton,  7,  243. 
Thuriow,  name  of,  314,  329. 
Tinker  row,  139, 367. 
Tipalt,  river,  85. 
Toads,  392. 

Tomlinson,  name  of,  1 18. 
Trade,  298. 
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Train,  name  of,  164. 

Transportation,  42. 

Treason,  15,  29. 

Treasure,  122. 

Trevelyan,  name  of,  252. 

Trevor,  bp.  46, 134,  176, 186. 

Trevor,  name  of,  322. 

Trindon,  243. 

Tuggle,  366. 

Turpin^  hill,  207. 

Tweedmoutb,  268,  410. 

Tweddell,  name  o^  411. 

Tweddle,  name  of,  107. 

Twizell,  59. 

Tweed,  river,  HI,  306. 

Tyne  bridge.     See  Newcastle. 

Tynebead,  202. 

Tvnedale  96 

fynemoutfa,  16,  110,  133,169,  198,216, 
238,  269,  260,  269,  271,  276,  284,  300, 
314,341,343,366. 

TyNE,  river,  7,  27,  41,  69,  66, 67,  76,  79, 
86,  89,  93,  100,  106,  108,  1 18,  120,  139, 
145,  147,  163,  170,  186,  189,  194,  199, 
212,  226,  232,  233,  267,  260,  271,  298, 
342,  343,  404. 

Tyzack,  name  o(  199. 

U. 
Ulgham,  84,  159. 
Umfreville,  name  of,  329. 
Untbaiik,  26,  107. 
Upper  Stobbilee,  316. 
Uswortb,  334. 

V. 

Vail8,  89. 

Vane,  name  of,  18, 24,  S3,  49,  52, 74,  178, 

179,  314, 349. 
Varenius's  geography,  29. 
Yindobala,  143. 
Vipers.  66,  373. 
Volunteers.     See  Militias. 

W. 

Wailes,  name  of,  73. 

Waid,  name  of,  63. 

Wallace,  name  of,  283. 

Walker,  248,  841. 

Walker  coUiery,  109,  248. 

Wall,  128. 

Walbottle,  311,364. 

Wallington,  180,  252. 

Wallia,  name  of,  322,  366. 

Wallsend,  216,  264,  276,  296,  299,  302, 

305,  336. 
Walworth,  136,  230. 
Wansbeck,  river,  101,  271. 
Wardon,  140,  202. 
Warkworth,  130,  199. 
Warren,  393. 
Warrilow,  name  of,  317. 
Washington,  192,  260. 
Waste]],  name  of,  203. 


Waters,  name  of.  212. 
Watson,  name  of^  73'.  ^3* 
Warkwortli,  nameof,  81. 
WBARMoaTH,  Bishop,  12,  416. 
WEAaMOUTH,  Monk,  210,  258,  268,  271 

296,  299,  332,  336,  358,  366,  369,  405 

410. 
Wear,  river,  80, 81,86,  108, 115, 139,318, 

342,  364, 390. 
Weather,  79,  356. 
Weetaiett,  341. 
Wedding,  carious,  49. 
Weidon,  45. 
Wesley,  name  of,  367. 
West  Allendale,  132. 
West  boat,  202. 
Westerhaugh,  6a 
Wetherald,  Rowland,  108. 
Whales,  81, 168, 269, 312. 
Wbalton,  168,  284. 
Wham,  the,  169, 
Whickham,  112,  124,  136. 
Whirlwind,  247. 
Whitudder,  239. 

Whitburn,  86,  253,  339,  360,  370. 
Whitehead,  name  oi^  360L 
Whitehill,  17,  367. 
Whitehouse,  62. 
Whitefield,  20, 

White,  name  of,  32,  110, 175,  242,309. 
White  smocks,  270. 
Whitford,  153, 

Whitley,  119,  296,  366,  370,  392. 
Whittingham,95,211. 
Whittle,  348. 
Whiskershields,  348. 
Widdrington,  168,  216,  373. 
Widdrington,  name  o(  10,  339. 
Wilkes,  name  of;  182. 
Wilkinson,  name  of;  76, 174,  37a 
William  of  Gloucester,  369. 
Williams,  name  of,  112. 
Willington,  240,  268. 
Wilson,  name  of,  104. 
Winlaton,  86, 105,  256, 334. 
Wincomblee,  109,  232. 
Winsor,  Dorothy,  69. 
Winston,  116, 169. 
Winter,  name  of,  318,  347. 
Witton,  117,206. 

Wltton.le-wear,  168,  224^  313,  386. 
Woolsingham,  204,  216,  247,  309. 
Woodburn,  405. 
Woodcocks,  140,  190. 
Woolsington,  229,  253,416. 
Wooler,6,  118,  133,  140,  172,177,211, 

216,282,311,340. 
Worswick,  rev.  Mr.,  401. 
Wrecks,  70,  109,  231. 
Wreighill,  226. 

Wren,  name  of,  17. 

Wylam,  204. 

Wynyard.  366. 
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Y. 


York,  duke  of,  97^ 
Yarm,  41,  206. 


X 


Yetlington,  23a 

Yielder,  name  of,  223, 246. 
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the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  is  incurred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  the  specified 
time. 
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